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Juven:Lle eres account for large monetary 1osses each year and untold
damages to public fa0111t1es such as schools, churches, etc. The Juvenlle
‘who is a repeated fire setter, may be suffgr:mg from severe behavioral
symptoms, and/or an obvious psychological disturbance Aithough fires set
by juveniles lack any pronounced skill in most cases, their fires and .
resulting damages are effective.

Juvenlle fires lack plann:mg and mdlcate signs’ of inexperience: For
example, often several attempts are made before the action or results are
achieved. An excess of" incendiary items may be found at the scene, such
as Gmatches, ’papers etc " The child with behavioral problems may show S:Lgns
of this in various ways which when observed by a trained profess:Lona.l are
indicators and an 1ns:Lght,to a-child flre Qetter These characteristics are
. ‘varled and many ’

 The child's association with a family member which :Ln a child's mind
is lack_mg warmth, or what the child perceives to.be love w1theld from him,
may manifest itself in the child. The rvesult could be a set fire, to
allev:Late or work out a formed aggress:Lon agalnst a family member. This is
also substantlated by the fact that many Chlld set fnres are started in the_g |
| \surrounolng area of his home

In the adolescent stage of childhobd children. have many fantasies
relat:n_ng to evil ob] ects whlch causes them to be frightened, thereby, !
creating a rlsk—fear s:Ltuatlon. This results in retallatlon agalnst evil by
- means of fire; in effect burnlng it away

The physically handicapped child has often sought to establish his ‘
kconfidence by . Ineans of fire, ‘In th:Ls way , he regalns stature as belng capable
and able to exert strength and power over Ob,] ects which, because of hlS
handlcap 3 are believed to be beyond his phys:Lcal capabzl_"th:Les
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‘c‘ontroversial among the experts.

vengeance, by seeing the destruction wrought by his act.

o

Y L

Conversely , the healthy child who exhibits excessive aggression,
often meets his aggression in “the f‘orm o:[' strength and superiority over
objects and persons, by means of f:re. In one such»for.m, he compensates .
for his lack of size, and in effect, for the anthority exerted over him by

adults who by virture of nature are much bigger and stronger than he.

- I
The child who is reared in an envirorment where there is an absence of
cne parent and the remaining parent is meffectlve 1n control or 1ove, is

indicative of a fire setter characteristic. ‘ o

v

Total ErSon arrests; related to gender of the child f:re setter were
established for the year 1969—1978l and 11sted as follows

SEX . OTAL ARREST  PERCENT ‘DISTRTBUTION
M;]‘-; ' ; ( & 112 052 - | . | 89. r
Female - 13,461 . o 10.7
Total 125,513, - 100.0

'l'otal Arson Arrest '“ By Rﬁﬁe;-mﬂér age 18 - 1969-—197}8: ; f
White v 51,929 © - 80.0
Black 12,072 R 18.6
.Others | T o §2‘1 . | 1.4
Total 64,922 | | 100.0

»Motives of ‘Juvenile Fire Setteérs
Iike all classifications of the motives for arson, revenge is just as
’ | Lewis and Yarnell, in thelr 1951 publication,

indidates that revenge is nearly always basic and does not change with the
age of the perpetrator. -

The adolescent who is clearly motivated by revenge > realizes the

This would iridicate

<3 - * ‘ - ',

[

& .

.. setters.

' des1gns and commits his crime.

~sadism, revenge and many others, have been associated with fire setters

ksystem because the adolescent group is constantly testmg the system.

that' should a similar situation ar:Lse, there would be a repetltlve reaction
in order to again obta:m revenge. This is espec:La_'Lly true, if there is no
retrlbutlon for the act the first time.
may either be trivial or serious.

the fire setter .considers it.

The ﬁnudent tr:ngerJ_ng the revenge .
What matters, 1s how trivial or serious
Belief that a fire set for revenge 1s not
likely to be repeated, is not the general consensus of many experts.

ﬁ‘ui*ther complicating the situation, is the fact that the adolescent
fire setter may be totally unaware of the true motivation for his act. Even

the paid torch can be unconsclously motivated and expressing sadistic

tendencies aga:.nst society. When a person sets a fire, whatever the particular

motive, he is trying to achieve something which is necessary or desirable

to him at the 'moment.2 He probably is not consciously aware of the motive.

There are probably asJ man;j motives f'or sett:mg fires as there are ere
‘The adolescent fire setter is no exception to that statement Some
behavioral scientists ‘believe that fire gett:Lng is the result of rational
decision making. They believe that the "Sorch! consciously and premeditatively
Still othersbelieve that the converse

is true and that the act of fire settmg is an abnormal act. In fact, Gold
has stated that "A1ll f:lre settlng ds pathologlcal "3

Many phychologlcal factors such as love, aggress1on hostlllty, destruction,
Though

no one can seem to dete:mnne the exact psychologlcal reasons for fire sett:mg,

a common and prevalent factor is retallatlon or revenge ‘especially in the

adolescent f:Lre setter In fact, in recent years, vengeance has increased in

arson, but it was eVldent in /1951 when Lewis and Yarnell reported that "the
elements of revenge is- nev/e/r ent:lrely absent. "Ll

In summary s 1t should be noted that in the: adolescent it appears that

: »vthe fire sett:tng serves as an :Lnstrument for ventlng revengef‘ul and - aggress1ve

tendencies. Poor detection and enforcement Wlll have a great effect on the
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Jealousy

The motivation of jealousy for fire sett:ng is somewhat on par with .
revenge. Another characterlstlc of a firesetter is the appeasement of
vanity, at a time when there is no feellng‘for parents, relatives or any
other person he may know. The object of the adolescent is to attack girls
for jealousy, or just to use a crutch in some mamner or for his ego. The
fire setter operates by himself and usually involves his teacher, relative
or someone he is involved with. He may come from a poor social background
usually his family standards are low. This type of fire setter does ot
attempt to put out the fires. He sits back and persecutes mankind as a
wicked person. ' | A )

Hwnlllatlon and/ or Ego

r"‘

ChJ 1dren, as adults attempt to galn r'ecogm.tlon for accompllshment
In some cases useful, and in others adversely, want:mg recognltlon w1th
resulting prestige in family groups, cornmunlty groups. and often peer groups.
Serving one's ego, is an important factor. The factor justifies the fire
setter's acts in the thinking. pattern of this group of persons.

Experience has shown that admission from Jjuveniles have ended their
desires and habits of fire setting. Fallure to obtain admission , has served
to fuel the ego, leading to more fire setting. ‘

© Suicide Motivation

The suicide motivation appears when an Jndlv:Ldual wants to destroy
himself to show that they have made amends for the:lr actions, or whlch
they are ashamed. ‘ , @

Lewis and YaI'l;lellS discussed suicj.df= as a motive, The actual cases
discussed, were not true suicides, because the vietims lived after theJr,
attempt Lewis and Yarnell based thenr decision on the suicidal notes b
left behind and statements of the subject. They base a belief of this
motivating factor on statements made by the subj ects involved and notes

‘ ‘:uﬁlcatmg they were suicidal motivated. ’

)

i
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J. Davis supports Lewis and Yarnell by printing the cases of five
successful Juv'emle suicides. All of the victims had a history of
psychiatric problems.” He pointed out that wh:Lle documented suicides by

fire in the Un:Lted States is rare , in other countr:Les it is relatively
conmon.

Belief by some, is that suicide by fire is more common than thought,
but not often considered by the investigator.

g Pyr'omania

The person who has no rational motive to set a fire is called a
py:r'omanlac. Pyromania may be described as an over-power'lng desire to

~set things on fire. It is only arsonlsts w1th no apparent motives, who are

-

usually termed "pyros," :ff-‘"

All normal individuals know that fire setting is wrong and that to
burn another's property may result 1n extens:Lve damage ‘and possible loss
of life. Almost all "pyros" kmnow that arson is wrong, but they minimize
this knowledge to the more pressnng des:re to have a fire.

Juvenlle fire setters camnot be considered "pyros", until a behav:Lor
pattern can be established. Most fire: setting by youngsters is exper:mental
on their part and not malicioug.. The young fire setter has an abnormal
craving for power and prestige and many times identifies with the fire-
fighters attempts themselves. They are not interested in the fire itself
but with the power that will extjnguish it. Many Juvenile fires lack any

real motive, but are caused by accident, carelessness, pranks or playing
WJ.th incendiary materlals.

Pyromania may be apparent In a person at a very early age, however,
sometimes a young person with such tendencies just wants to start some

ex01tement or to be the center of attentlon Many of these Juvenlles can
be cured with the proper tra_mng ' ’ |
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Overcoming Physical Limitations b ' , R

) s - |
Juveniles;who suffer from serious physical and mental handicaps are 0 B . . ‘ "
o . poy L ‘ ~ ] use to become involved in these antisocial acts are many, but learning

about each of them can better help the investigator to guide these children

g into the proper hands’of agencies who can rect:Lfy the problem before they
i ~ become too deeply involved.

individuals who are often suspected of setting.fires in general resentment
to their slight in 1life. Those who suffer from such abnormalities cannot v
participate in sporting activities and like endeavors, as do normal children

their age. They also feel their handicaps will preVent them from achieving:

their mark or rightful place in society, as their brothers and sisters do. B R ‘
en b ? , We, in analogy, must not only be able to seek out and remove the abcess,

but must determine and eliminate the reason the abcess occurred in the first
place.

Also, youths who feel that they are held down by society, or restrained
from movement, also set fires in dwelllngs and other str'uctures as a means of

-

Although problems of dellquency appear constantly very little is published
on juvenile arson. The emphasis ‘should be placed on prevention and channelmg

youthful energies toward. constructive outlets. and the correction of criminal
tendenc:Les,7 B

resentment and escape. By setting these fires, they honestly believe that _
these acts will propel them into the 1Jme11ght so to speak, thus creating an
impact on soc:Lety and Jnstant stardom=.
. :‘_'-’;:" ,.,.'". - R . ,
The adolescent fire setter.often offers the excuse "I just wanted to
see the fire burn and cause some excitement." Juveniles uging these mobives
are group or "g;ang‘f workers, with as many as five or six \trav.eling together.

These kids do not consider the ‘_‘s—f‘gnifi'cance of their fires as to the loss

of property, or even life. 'Iheirw will try anything to chanée these sedate or
"qull" ways of living. Alcohol is almost always a contributing factor in this
motive of firesetting. '

. It has been noted that fire setting has been relegated to the male
juvenile. Other than in’institutions of correction, fire ‘setting does not
play a part J_n the life of the female adolescent.

G

© Surimary

By lattempti.ng” to totally understand the motives of the juvenile fire
setter, the arson investigator can do his part in suppfessing the amount of

incidents in adolescent related fires. The reasons and motives juveniles

* i ; . - - e ¢ et P . g N 1y 7 e ; i, v i e
S . S <X s ] : - . . S i : . ’ I - EAN e : 4 E e i e

Eo



PR et S R

i SR eSS

o e A

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Bossart, C. D. - "NMotives of the Adolescent Fire Setter," Fire Fngineering,
July 1963, Vol. 116 ' .

Rider, Anthony Olen — "Thé Firesetter a Psychological Profile," Crime Problems,
July 1980

Federal E;ur'eau of Tnvestigation — "Crime in the United States," U.S. Government
Printing Office, Washington, D.C., Julyﬂ;L980

- -
W

' ‘ N,
Davis, J. — "Swicide by Fire," Journal of Forensic Scierice, 1962

Iewis, N. D. C. and Yarnell, H. - "Pathological Firesetter"
Huron, Benjamin S. - "Elem“ehts'ir"of‘ Arson i’lvestigation,"‘The Reuben H.
Domnelley Corp. “ : T

Selected articles - International Association Arson Investigation (197l),
Section eighteen/Article seven, Page one

0

)

U e

et R

e L e oAt b ne o0 P i e e 2 e e

FOOINOTES

Source: U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation - "Crime in the United
States" (Annual), Washington, D:C., U.S. Goverrment Printing Office,
1969-1978 - July issue F.B.I.  Bulletin - July 1980

Louis H. Gold - "Psychiabric Profile of the Firesetter", Journal of
Forensic Sciences, Vol. 1 - No. 4, 1962

Nolan D. C. Iewis and Helen Yarnell - "Pathological Firesetter",
"(Pyromania) Nervous and Mental Disease" Monographs No. 82 (New
York Coolidge Foundation, 1951)

Tbid. i
Thid. o »
£ 8 L PR

J. Davis —~ "Suicide by Fire", Jouwrnal of Forerisic Sciences, 1962

Benjamin S. Huron - "Elements of Arson Investigation™

[+

oy

B

A S

RN

g




,\ . . § .
N - - e
- e B ,,
‘ | | =] -
| ” £ - |
o
t
O
5
&
¥
Y
S
)
n
o
| N
) ~
v
3}
. .
- :.
.
R i _
Ed ’
3
i
& .

i, |

&

Qs

14

Y

~

s

5
i

@
-
NN
« Q )
<
A
g .
. »
a - '
* f.
“
. .
o N )
. -
Y
\ . .
~ > ‘
. 2
~
2
i ) \\.\\n\\\\n\.///
N
. .

{//

AN

@

: s
ALY
5
. . r
. N
-
* e -
. §
v € ;
M
$
5 * - *
p u
. A
]
Tw
f
3
¥ i
¢
8 o
7
\
=
=N u
* e B !
.
PO
.
+
7
i "
o .
. ' * )
. .
. <
o
. o ff
- 1
o
-
N

e

A

[






