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INTRODUCTION 
I I II' .. I I 

if • Ii,· I ,. 01 I I I 
This report is a statistical description of characteristics of the inmates in each 

correctional facility on January 1, 1979.1 This point-in-time profile contains information 
on present offense variables, personal background characteristics, criminal history and 
furlough participation'elll,The tables whlch. follow ,we Ire I derived from the, computerized data 
base, developed by' ,the C(!)~rectionl and I Palro1e Management Information System (CAPMIS) and 
produced by the Research Unit on the Massachusetts State College Computer Network (MSCCN). 

In reading the tables in this report the reader should note the following: (1) the 
inmate population on January 1, 1979 is dividedl according to institution of residence, (2) 
the top number in each cell represents the number of individuals who fell in the corresponding 
category in the table, and (3) the bottom number in each cell represents the percentage of 
the number of individuals in a particular category to the total number of residents in that 
institution (column percents). The report is divided into two sections. Section I lists the 
specific non-pre-release institutions and combines the pre-release institutions. The second 

~", section lists the specific pre-release institutions and combines the non':'pre-re1ease institutions. 

", 

For example, upon referring to Table I on page 5, Court From Which Committed is presented and 
the following types of information can be obtained. 

1 

(1) The total number of individuals broken down by institution of residence is presented 
horizontally across the head of the table. 

(2) The specific courts are labeled and presented vertically. 

(3) Of the 2636 residents on January 1, 1979, 630 were residing in MCI-Walpole. 

(4) Of the 630 residents of Walpole, 8 (1%) were originally committed from Barnstable 
Superior Court. 

The number of individuals in the report. does not include patients at Bridgewater State 
Hospi tal nor individual s awaiting trial .• 
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SUMMARY OF STATISTI'CS 

On January 1, 1979, there were 2636 individuals incarcerated in the state correctional 
system. l This year is the first year in four years that the population has decreased. 

Nature of Present Offense 

Institution of Reside'nce. Two institutions house over half of the inmate population. 
Approximately one-quarter of the population (24%) is housed' in Walpole, the primary maximum 
security facility and over one-quarter (27%) is housed at Norfolk, a medium security facility. 
Only 12% of the population resides in pre-release facilities. 

S'sntencing Courts. Over half of the inmates were sentenced in two of the superior courts­
Suffolk (38%) and Middlesex (15%). 

Jail Credits. Fifty percent of the population ,spent 51 days or more in jail while 
awaiting trial. 

Commitment Institutions. The majority of residents (74%) were committed to Walpole. 

Sentence. Over half of the inmates (51%) are serving a minimum sentence of seven years 
or more while the rest are serving minimum sentences of less than seven years or indeterminate 
sentences. Seventeen percent are lifers and one individual is serving a de,ath sentence. 

Offense. The majority of inmates (71%) are serving sentences for offenses vs. person. 
The single offense for which individuals were most frequently sentenced was armed robbery (31%). 

Age at Incarc'e'ration. The median age at incarceration was 24 years. 

Personal Backgro'und 'Cha:ra'c'te'r'i's't'i'cs 

Sex. The vast majority of inmates (97%) are male. 

Race. Sixty-two percent of the residents are white; 36% are black and 2% are other. 

-2-
1 This number does not include 110 individuals waiting booking in bouses of correction. 
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Ma'r'ital' St'atus~ I .Over half o~ the popu.lation (53%) were never married. 

\ Military Discharge. The majority (7l%) did not serve in the military. 

PriorAddress~ ; IThel,majority of residents· {59%)· came from the greater Boston SMSA. 
I I I I, I II I, ,I I , , I . .' ," I , • .' 

occupatiGnlo' "Most· of the inmates (75%) I held manual lor service jobs prior to their 
incarceration. 

Education. The median educational level was ninth grade; 28% were high school graduates; 
and 1% were college graduates. 

Criminal History 
~ • I I I • I I I I ( ! \ I' : I I . I I 1 I tit I I I I I ',I I , I I \ ,>., ; ~ Ii, 

Prior'Arrestsl. i ""The median, age at first arrest was 16 years. Most of the residents (95%) 
had been arrested at least once prior to their present offense. Nearly half (45%) had 12 or 
more prior court appearances. 

A majority of residents had prior arrests for offenses vs. person (92%) and for property 
offenses (82%). A minority of residents had prior arrests for sex offenses (21%), for drug 
offenses (37%), for drunkenness offenses (35%) and for escape offenses (13%). 

Prior Incarce'rations. Twenty-nine percent had been incarcerated as juveniles; 45% had 
prior incarcerations at a house of correction; and 33% had prior incarcerations in state 
or federal correctional institutions. 

Overall, 66% had served time in some type of correctional facility and 58% had served 
some time as an adult. 

Furlough Variables 

MOft inmates (73%) have not received a furlough;only 4% had a "late under" furlough 
outcome and less than half of one percent escaped while on furlough. No resident experienced 
an arrest furlough outcome, or an "other, difficulty" furlough outcome. ' 

I ~ f I' , I, 'I I. . , 
I II ~ I I I I I I 

I 
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A late under furlough outcome is one in which an individual returns within 2 hours after 
the designated time of return. 
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SECTION I - SPECIFIC NON-PRE-RELEASE INSTITUTIONS 

NATURE OF PRESENT OFFENSE 
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS 

A. Framingham is a co-educational facility 

B. S.E.C.C. is Southeastern Correction Center 

C. N.E.C.C. is Northeastern Correctional Center 

D. R.D.C. is the Reception Diagnostic Center 

E. Lemuel Shattuck is a hospital 

Court From Which Committed 

A. Municipal Courts are lower courts of 
Suffolk County 

B. District Courts are lower courts of all other 
counties 

Hinimum Sentence 

Indeterminate sentences are sentences without 
a minimum term. Parole eligibility is deter­
mined by the Parole Board Regulations 

Present Offense 

The most serious charge is lis·ted if an 
individual is committed for more than one 
offense 
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Page 15 

Page 28 
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS 

,I' . 

I. 
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Present Offen~e ~IDrugs 

A. Class A includes heroin and morphine 

B. Class B. includes cocaine, opium, am-
phetamines and barbituates 

C. Class C includes hallucinogens 

D. Class D includes marijuana 

Eo Class E includes other prescription drugs 

Kn'own Drug Use 

This data is based on information obbained 
from the probation ,department report prepared 
on each individual. A person is described 
as a drug user if he/she: 

A. describes himself/herself as one or, 

B. has had arrests for narcotic offenses 

Number bf Prior Hbuse o£ Correctioh Incarcerations 

County incarcerations have a maximum sentence 
length of 2-1/2 years 

Age at First Dr.ug and Drunk Arrests 

I I 

Not applicable means never arrested for such 
offenses. 

, ' 

-95- I 1 I 
" 

i I, , 

I, I I I i , I 

I 

; , 
ii Ii 

1 

\ 

~t 

, 

.\ 

'~ , 

.... 



.... 

Pages 45 to 48 
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GLOSSARY OF TERHS 

, . 

Furlough o~tcomes 

A. successful: returned to DOC facility 
within the designated number of hours 
without any difficulties 

B. Late Under: returned to DOC facility within 
2 hours after the designated time of return 

C. Late Over: declared escape, returned to DOC 
facility voluntarily within 24 hours of the 
designated time of return 

D. Escape: declared escape, did not return 
voluntarily within 24 hours of the designated 
time of return 

E. Arrest: arrested while on furlough 

F. Other:returned with contraband or under the 
influence of alcohol or other drugs or 
suspicion thereof 
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