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Terms of Reference 

The public and private costs of vandalism are 
frequently raised as matters of concern in Ontario communities. 
Recently the Mayor of the City of North York and the Chairman of 
the Municipality of Metropolitan Toronto have made submissions 
to the Attorney General regarding the high rate of vandalism and 
have requested that steps be taken to reduce the problem. 

The Attorney General is of the opinion that this issue 
merits careful study and examination with a view to making 
recommendations to Ontario communities as to methods for 
eliminating or reducing vandalism. 

The Attorney General has agreed to conduct, in 
co-operation with the City of North York and the Municipality of 
Metropolitan Toronto, a study and examination of vandalism in 
the Municipality of Metropolitan Toronto and other Ontario 
communities as well. 

Accordingly the Attorney General of Ontario has 
decided to refer the issue of vandalism for study, examination 
and report to a Task Force under the chairmanship of His Honour 
Senior Judge Lucien Beaulieu, with a special committee of 
volunteer advisers to be named by him, 

1. To identify the nature and scope of vandalism in 
the Municipality of Metropolitan Toronto and 
elsewhere in Ontario. 

2. To determine whether the acts of vandalism and the 
costs occasioned by those acts are increasing. 

3. To compare the incidence and impact of vandalism 
in Ontario with similar jurisdictions in Canada 
and elsewhere. 

4. To investigate vandalism prevention programs in 
Ontario and in other jurisdictions and to assess 
the effectiveness and appropriateness of those 
programs. 

5. To assess the role of the juvenile justice system 
and the criminal justice system in dealing with 
the problem of vandalism. 
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6. 

7. 

8. 

To review methods f I o eva uating vandalism pre-
vention programs. 

To receive 
to consult 
concerning 

written submissions from the 
wi th such persons as may be 
the issues under review. 

public and 
necessary 

To report and to make recommendations by December 
~1, 1980 or as soon as possible thereafter to the 

tt~orney General on programs and program' evalu-
a lons that may b d k h. .e un erta en and any other action 
t at lS approprlate to eliminate or reduce th 
pro?lem of vandalism in the Municipality of Metro~ 
polltan Toronto and other Ontario communities. 
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Preface 

When the Task Force began its study of vandalism, one 
of the first things that became clear was that vandalism was 
both widespread and varied in its forms. It also appeared that 
there were almost as many causes of vandalism and proposed 
solutions as there were different forms. Consequently, it 
seemed desirable to approach the problem within a very general 
framework of analysis in an attempt to gain a broad overview of 
the subject and a perspective on the interrelationship of the 
various problems that must be addressed in dealing with 
vandalism. In this way specific topics, such as law reform, 
education and recreation, would be dealt with in the report in 
tbe context of more general problems and recommendations would 
be made on the specific topics as they relate to larger issues. 
Therefore, the report is organized around this genera~ized 
approach to the subject. 

Chapter 1 sets the background for the study by out
lining the nature of the concern and the operational approach of 
the Task Force. Chapter 2 then attempts to identify and 
describe the nature and extent of vandalism. Chapter 3 dis
cusses some of the theories regarding the causes of vandalism. 
In Chapter 4 one ~7ill find a description of some the programs 
and legal remedies that already exist in Ontario for dealing 
with vandalism. Chapter 5 then examines the range of options 
that have been suggested for tackling the problem. Finally, in 
Chapter 6 a strategy is proposed to assist communities in 
developing their own vandalism prevention programs. 

Because the recommendations were made with respect to 
specific subjects as they became relevant to more general 
issues, some subjects are dealt with in more than one chapter. 
For example, amendments to the Criminal Code are relevant both 
to the problem of assessing the nature and extent of vandalism 
and to the discussion of legal responses to vandalism. Simi
larly, there are points to be noted about recreation strategies 
when considering the cause of vandalism and when developing 
options for vandalism prevention programs. In an attempt to 
link the recommendations on specific subject areas more closely 
together, we have prepared a guide to the recommendations. 
Although the guide includes all the recommendations, it must be 
kept in mind that they have been taken out of their context. 
Page references have· been given for each recommendation and the 
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reader is strongly urged to consider the recommendations in 
relation to the discussion surrounding them. 

A task of this nature obviously requires great effort 
and dedication by many people. I had the privilege of meeting 
and working with a number of devoted, competent and committed 
individuals whose participation was essential. 

I wish to express my sincere gratitude to all the 
individuals, groups and organizations who took the time to 
prepare briefs, write letters, be interviewed in person or by 
telephone to provide information, express their views and sug
gest remedies. The individual and collective knowledge gained 
from real-life experiences with vandalism and society's res
ponses to the issue which were shared were of immeasurable help 
in our deliberations. The degree and nature of these responses 
makes me optimistic for the future of our communities. 

I am particularly indebted to the members of the 
Advisory Group who agreed to assist us. These individuals 
represent professional and personal qualities, skills, expertise 
and judgment that were of crucial value in arriving at a 
balanced perception of the issues and especially the potential 
solutions. I knew at the outset that each of these individuals 
would be extremely pressed for time but I also was convinced 
that their sense of commitment was such that we would nonethe
less be blessed with the benefit of their counsel. For their 
unselfish and untiring assistance, both formally and informally, 
I am truly grateful~ 

I appreciate the keen help and as~istance provided by 
research assistants, secretarial and administrative personnel 
whose time and devotion to the varied, and sometimes tedious, 
tasks of typing, editing, compiling information, checking 
materials, conducting projects, arranging schedules, 
co-ordinating maximum results of effort within manimum time 
frames and resources. Ann Cavoukian and Julian Roberts each 
conducted two major research studies, which are included in the 
appendices to this report. I am also pleased to acknowledge the 
assistance of The Municipality of Metropolitan Toronto who 
graciously provided us with secretarial services. Stephanie 
Perry's assistance in organizing and implementing the office 
procedures at the outset was of inestimable help. Brenda 
Walters then fulfilled the varied administrative and secretarial 
duties in admirable fashion until her return to studies. Judy 
Towers thereupon was assigned to these tasks until her new 
duties with Metropolitan Toronto September, 1981, and she too 
demons trated an impressive interest and commi ttment to the work 
of the Task Force. We are sincerely grateful to these fine and 
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dedicated people. Connie Hurley has willingly provided further 
secretarial assistance as the Task Force completed its work. 
Carroll Brooks has cheerfully and confidently worked wonders on 
tb.e word processing equipment to produce this report. 

It is appropriate at this time to also acknowledge the 
patience, assistance and support that Teresa Tedesco, my 
secretary at the Court, who throughout the life of the Task 
Force had the unenviable task of attempting to co-ordinate 
committents arising from a variety of sources to either office. 

The judiciary is occasionally called upon to assist 
the community beyond the narrow confines of the courtroom. I 
appreciate and am indebted to my brother and sister Judges for 
their understanding of this commitment during my absences from 
the court. 

I have been privileged to receive and rely upon the 
administrative knowledge, skill and directions of Roland 
d'Abadie, Chief Administrative Officer with the Inquiry 
Management Branch of the Ministry of the Attorney General, and 
Doris Wagg, Royal Commission Administration Officer. 

Finally, but certainly not least, I wish to express my 
sincerest gratitude to two gentlemen whose participation was 
essentially a condition precedent to the meaningful undertaking 
of this task. 

I will foreever be indebted to Professor Anthony N. 
Doob, Director of the Centre of Criminology at the University of 
Toronto, for accepting the responsibilities of directing the 
research component of the Task Force. I feel sincerely 
privileged to have had the opportunity of witnessing first hand 
and experiencing the intellectual and human qualities of a 
dedicated and committed professional academic. His contribution 
and assistance in the collection, review and evaluation of 
research materials and his direction and supervision of projects 
was always a source of inspiration and expanding knowledge. His 
professional expertise, personal qualifications and general 
appreciation for the sense of social justice was a tremendous 
source of support in what could otherwise have been a very 
onerous and frustrating experience. 

Mr. Allan Shipley, Counsel, Policy Development 
Division, Ministry of the At torney General, provided me wi th 
consistent administrative, legal and policy advice and counsel. 
His keen interest in and knowledge of the policy implications of 
various legislative and social proposals was always in evidence 
in our deliberations. His ability to lend administrative 

xvii 



assistance and liaison with other ministries and various 
organizations was invaluable. 

Finally, the talent and facility which both of these 
young professionals exhibited in digesting existing materials 
and drafting new written materials was a bler;sed bonus in the 
preparation of this report. For their central. role in this 
undertaking, their unceasing diligence, devotl0n, loyalty, 
committment and initiative, I am deeply and sincerely grateful. 

I hope that this report will provide an additional 
stimulus for the increased realization that complex social 
problems, vandalism being only one example, will not be reso~ved 
by simplistic short-term responses. Neither will the Solutlons 
automatically be found in the legislature or in the strong arm 
of the legal system. 

We will have faith and truly believe in our social and 
justice systems when we, as a community, appreciate the need for 
collaborative efforts in identifying the real nature of the 
problem, undertaking realistic assessment and practical 
implementation of any possible remedies. Our individual and 
collective skills and knowledge provide boundless potential in 
this regard. This potential should and can be actualized. 

In our efforts to operate a system that reflects 
essential fairness, balances competing claims, balances rights 
and responsibilities, and reinforces human values, we may better 
appreciate that neither law, nor courts, nor judges, nor police
men, nor lawyers, nor legislators, are by themselves synonymous 
with Justiceo True, a meaningful system of justice involves 
each of them but not in isolation of each other. Furthermore, 
it also involves the victim and the offender, their respective 
families and friends, the witnesses, and a whole variety of 
other citizens, be they individuals or groups in the labour, 
business, religious, educational or service sector of the 
community. 

In the last analysis the responsibility for social 
justice is in our respective and collective hands. We have a 
challenge to find in our heads and our hearts the energy, the 
will, and the moral courage to ensure that the human values of 
respect for the dignity of the person, the dignity of parent
hood, the value of property, and the need to balance rights and 
responsibilities are clearly evident in our daily activities, 
whoever and wherever we may be. The commitment to moral 
constraints which foster, support and reinforce positive, non
criminal conduct surely deserve as much of our attention as does 
our reliance on strictly legal restraints which prohibit 
negative, criminal conduct. 
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Guide to the Recommendations 

Vandalism, like other crimes, is not a new problem. 
In various forms, it has been with us throughout the ages. 
Because vandalism is not a problem that is unique to Canadian 
society in the 1980s its causes are unlikely to consist of 
factors peculiar to this time and place. However, throughout 
history, it appears that the response to vandalism has often 
been to lay the blame on social institutions, such as the 
family, the courts, and the schools. The Task Force felt that 
this approach ignored the central figure, the vandal himself. 
Therefore it recommends that: 

studies and programs about vandalism should recognize 
that primary responsibility for vandalism rests with 
the person committing the act. (p.7) 

One of the initial problems in combatting vandalism is 
there is no uniform definition of the term. The Task Force used 
"vandalism" to describe the "wilful damage or destruction of the 
property of another". In order to clarify what is properly 
considered to be vandalism and to underline the recommendation 
that the person committing an act of vandalism be seen as 
responsible for his actions, the Task Force recommends: 

Vandalism should be specifically defined in the 
Criminal Code and made a separate offence. (p.l9) 

The offence of vandalism should include the appropri
ate provisions of section 387 (mischief) and section 
388 (wilful damage). (p.19) 

In its investigations of the nature and extent of 
vandalism in Ontario, the Task Force noted that communities 
varied markedly in terms of the exact type of vandalism they 
experienced. Indeed, because the nature of the problem varied 
so much, the Task Force took the position that evaluating the 
nature and extent of the problem should centre on the community. 
Therefore, the Task Force recommends that: 

Collection of data on the incidence of vandalism 
should be done at the community level as part of 
assessing the vandalism problem in the community. 
(p.31) 
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Emphasis should not be given at this time to efforts 
to measure the incidence of vandalism on a province
wide basis. (p.31) 

Collection of data on the costs of vandalism should be 
done at the community level as part of assessing the 
vandalism problem in the community. (p.40) 

Emphasis should not be given at this time to efforts 
to measure the costs of vandalism on a province-wide 
basis. (p. 40) 

At the same time, the Task Force felt that information 
about vandalism should be collected not simply for the sake of 
gathering statistics but only where they w~uld serve a clear 
need or purpose. As a result it recommends that: 

So far as possible in collecting data on the amount of 
vandalism, the community should try to identify the 
purpose for which the data are being collected. 
(p.31) 

Where it is necessary to determine the costs of 
vandalism, uniform standards and criteria should be 
established and maintained in light of the problems 
identified in the community~ (p.40) 

The Task Force was concerned at times by what appeared 
to be well intentioned, but inefficient, use of time and 
resources in the fight against vandalism. Therefore it 
recommends that: 

In planning vandalism prevent~on programs, a community 
should not assume that its vandalism problem is simi
lar to the vandalism problem of other communities. 
(p.23) 

In developing programs to combat vandalism a community 
should consider that vandalism may have more than one 
cause and may, therefore, require more than one type 
of response. (p.25) 

Vandalism can be attacked at a number of different 
levels. Although specific programs attempting to deal with 
specific targets are often very appropriate, it is worth 
remembering that most young people commit acts of vandalism. 
Consequently, it is recommended that: 
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In addition to intensive prevention programs for 
specific types of vandalism, genera.I programs that are 
capable of reaching all young people in the community 
must be developed. (p.34) 

Many solutions have been offered for vandalism. One 
of the most fn~quent suggestions made to the Task Force was that 
it should recommend heavier sentences for those convicted of 
offences involving vandalism. In examining a sample of 
sentences given by the courts for vandalism, the Task Force was 
not convinced that in general the courts were being especially 
lenient with vandals. The concern, however, is strong, and, 
therefore, the Task Force recommends that: 

As a general principle in sentencing vandals, the 
court should impose a sentence that will be perceived 
by the offender and the community alike as commensu
rate with the seriousness of the act. (p.63) 

Sentences for persons convicted of vandalism should be 
commensurate with sentences given for similar criminal 
offences. (p.63) 

Alternatives to imprisonment such as restitution and 
community service, should be considered in sentencing 
persons convicted of vandalism. (p.63) 

Indeed, in order to underline the Task Force's view 
that convicted vandals should make a direct contribution to 
society for their criminal acts, the Task Force recommends: 

The use of community service orders should be en
couraged in sentencing persons convicted of vandalism. 
(p.92) 

The Court and the justice system cannot carry out this 
recommendation without community support. It is recommended, 
therefore that: 

Communities should consider the establishment of 
community service order programs for persons convicted 
of vandalism. (p.155) 

Because the general public does not appear to be 
getting a complete view of the nature of sentences given to 
vandals, the Task Force recommends tha.t: 

The media, in reporting sentences given to vandals, 
should attempt to report the full range of factors 
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considered by the court in determining the sentence. 

(p.169) 

There is no shortage of law relevant to vandalism. 
Although the most obviously relevant laws are contained in ~he 
Criminal Code of Canada, there are many provincial statutes t at 

d l ·s It has already been noted that the 
are relevant to van a 1. m. i f the 
TaQk Force recommends that there be a clear sect on 0 

Cr~minal Code dealing with vandalism. However, there are 
additional problems with the present Criminal Code in its 

handling 0: vandhalism'bandma'd~h~~e~~~:~ ~~eai~~~ !~~~:c:~~o:::n~~ 
the follow1.ng c anges e 
vandals to proceed more appropriately: 

In the Criminal Code the distinction between damage to 
public and private property should be abolished. 

(p.75) 

Vandalism should be an indictable 
alleged amount of destruction or 
$1,000. (pe75) 

offence if the 
damage exceeds 

Where the alleged amount of destruction or ~ama~e does 
not exceed $1,000, vandalism should be an l.ndlctabl~ 
offence and an offence punishable on summary con 

viction. (p.76) 

of these monetary limits should be The appropriateness 
reviewed on a periodic basis. (p.76) 

. . t d of an indictable Where the accused 1S conv1.C e 
offence the court may order adequate compensation in order to 
allow victims of vandalism to be compensated for :he~r losse~. 
Where the offender is convicted by a summary convlctlon cour., 

h ld xj st Therefore it is recommended that. 
the same power s ou e. • 

A summary conviction court shoul d hav~ the 
to order the accused to pay compensatlon to 
not exceeding an amount of $1,000. (p.76) 

authority 
the victim 

The victim may however, need advice and assistance in 
order to make his claim for compensation and, therefore, it is 

recommended that: 

The Attorney General should issue ~ new ~ir~ctive 
encouraging Crown attorneys to assl.st Vl.ctl.ms of 
vandalism in obtaining compensation from the offender. 

(p.93) 
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From surveys carried out for the Task Force, it 
appears that vandalism peaks when young people are approximately 
fifteen years old. Thus the Task Force examined carefully the 
laws relating to juveniles. Noting that the federal government 
has introduced new legislation to replace the Juvenile 
Delinquents Act, the Task Force recommends that: 

The proposed Young Offenders Act should be supported 
insofar as it includes the following principles: 
(a) young persons who commit offences should bear 

responsibility for their contraventions although 
they should not in all instances suffer the same 
consequences for their behaviour as adults~ 

(b) a young person should be subject to the criminal 
law only where he commits an offence against 
federal law. 

(c) young persons who commit an offence against feder
al law should be dealt with on the basis of the 
specific offence rather than the general condition 
of delinquency. 

(d) the sentencing options, in general, and compen
sation, restitution and community service orders 
in particular, provide a useful range of dispo
sitions for young persons who commit vandalism. 
(p.IIO) 

On one important point, however, the Task Force recom
mends a change in the Bill (C-61) as it was at first reading: 

The proposed Young Offenders Act should authorize the 
court to determine the level of custody required for 
an offender and to determine whether the young person 
may be released from custody prior to the completion 
of his sentence. (p.IIO) 

The province, as has already been noted, also has a 
number of different statutes that relate to vandalism in 
particular settings. Some of the fines set out in these 
statutes appear to be inordinately low in the context of our 
modern economy. Therefore, the Task Force recommends: 

A maximum fine of $1,000 should be considered for 
provincial offences relating to wilful damage or 
destruction of property. (p.117) 

The appropriateness of the maximum fines for 
provincial offences relating to wilful damage or 
destruction of property should be reviewed on a 
periodic basis. (p.117) 
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In order to deal quickly and efficiently with those 
who commit acts of vandalism covered by provincial statutes, it 
is recommended that: 

proceeding by way of offence notice under the 
provincial Offences Act should be considered where 
appropriate for provincial offences related to 
vandal ism. (p.119) 

In appropriate cases fines shou~d be set for 
provincial offences relating to damage to property so 
that the offence notice procedure under the provincial 
Offences Act will be available. (p.120) 

There are other changes that are recommended to 
improve handling of vandals under provincial statutes. In 
particular restitution and compensation might be accomplished 
more easily if the following recommendation were followed: 

Ontario statutes creating offences related to vandal
ism should be amended to include where appropriate, 
(a) provisions for suspension of fines subject to the 

performance of a condition, and . 
(b) authority to order payment of compensation or 

restitu, ;.on. (p.122) 

One recent Ontario statute obviously has enormous 
relevance for vandalism -- the Trespass to Property Act. It 
appears that its provisions are not normally considered when 
searching for legal means of preventing vandalism and preserving 
property. Therefore it is recommended that: 

The Trespass to Property Act should be specifically 
included in any public information about provincial 
legislation reldting to vandalism. (p.127) 

Often the suggestion is made in relation to vandalism 
that the parents be held legally liable for the damage caused by 
their children. The Task Force examined in some detail the 
current law and a variety of proposals, ranging from strict 
criminal liability to vicarious civil liability. It was found 
that at present the law provides many opportunities for 
obtaining redress against the parents and the child and that 
increasing the liability of parents would not likely be an 
effective way to reduce the amount of vandalism in society. 
However, where a victim decides to sue the pa~ents in respect of 
vandalism committed by their child the victim is sometimes at a 
disadvantage in obtaining evidence of the parents' conduct. 
Therefore, the Task Force recommends that: 
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~n an action for damages against the parent of a child 
~n respect of damage to property by the child, the 
onus o~ ?rOOf that the parent provided reasonable 
superv~s~on and control of the'child should be upon 
the parent. (p.186) 

.This Task Force reviewed many of the laws that relate 
to ~andal1sm. Although it recommended some changes of the laws 
it 1S suggested that the view that there exists a "1 l' 

1 t. " ega 
so u 10n to vandalism should be regarded with scepticism. 
Proposals t~at there should be more laws to deal with vandalism 
mus~ ~e ser10usly questioned. Laws are not self-enforcing. 
Ind1v1duals and the community invoke laws and what may be se 
as ~p~arent weakness in the law may in fact reflect o:~ 
umV1ll1ngness to use laws that currently exist. Therefore it is 
recommended that: 

Subject to the recommendations made in this report, no 
new legislation is required to deal with the problems 
of vandalism. (p.132) 

Consideration should be 
providing more public 
relating to vandalism. 

given to the effectiveness of 
information about the law 
(p.132) 

In some instances, it appeared to the Task Force that 
the amou~t of ~a~dalism might be reduced by relatively simple 
changes 1n.po:1c1es and programs. However, before such changes 
are made, 1t 1S recommended that an analysis be carried out to 
ensure that: 

Changes in the use or structure of property suscepti
b~e to. vandalism must be effective in relation to 
f~nanc~al costs, social costs, and the specific nature 
of the offence. (p.140) 

Where a public area is the object of night-time 
vandalism, the lighting policy for the area should be 
reviewed to determine the effects of a change in 
policy. (p.141) 

Where a community wishes to implement a surveillance 
program consideration should be given to "natural" 
surve~llance opportunities that k ma e use of existing 
community resources. (p.142) 

A community should use curf9w laws to prevent vandal
ism only where there is clear and convincing evidence 
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,7 to the individuals suspectthat the curfew will app~y 
ed of vandalism. (p.144) 

be some evidence that, to a degree, There appeared to d h t 
Thus it is recommende t a : vandalism begets more vandalism. 

h' h the public has access Damage to property to ~ ~c 'b1e in order to 
h 1d be repaired as qu~ck1y as poss~ ) 
s,o~, the likelihood of additional damage. (p.146 m~n~~ze 

ests that the most The research on deterrence sugg .. ~ that 
factor in deterring people from ~ommlhttlingdl' al~dtusal has important 't i the perceptl0n ten v 

otherwise they would COmID1 s h d d Thus it is 
of the likelihood that he would be appre en e • 
recommended that: 

In developing vandalism prevention programshco~S!d~~~ 
, t ograms that emp as~z atioIl should be g~ven 0 pr d 1 ' 

likelihood of being apprehended for van a ~sm. 

(p.147) 

Changing potential 
likelihood of apprehension may 
recommended that: 

vandals' assessments o~ t~e 
not be easy. Therefore, lt lS 

, the likelihood of being Programs that emphas~ze , ssib1e 
apprehended should be related as d~rect1y as po 't 
to the specific vandalism problem of the commun~ y. 
(p.147) 

. . d the question with Many individuals ana groups raSle d b providing 
h d lism might be decrease y 

the Task Force whet er van a. .. Although the Task Force 
additional recreational fac~~ltle:h t those committing acts of 
takes the view, as noted ear ler,. a. inal acts it is worth 
vandalism are responsible for the~r cr~~n given f~r vandalism. 
noting that boredom was a frequen ~ea 1 tl ts then should 

.. f ab' e recreatlona ou e, , 
The provldln~ o. reason '~h nd when considered in relation to 
be assessed ln ltS own rlg t a ), f 11 It is recom
vandalism, should be assessed very care u y. 
mended, therefore that: 

, , the number of recreational facilities An ~ncrease ~n 'd ed only in 
' should be cons~ er and organ~zed programs h' a lack of 

" rent that t ere ~s cases where ~t ~s appa , rtunities. 
reasonable alternative recreat~onal oppo 
(p.1S8) 

No new recreational facility or organized prog~am 
for t he sole purpose of reduc~ng should be developed 

vandalism. (p.1S8) 
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In some places, however, there appear to be no lack of 
organized recreational facilities. The lack, if there is one, 
appears to be in other less structured places for young people 
to spend time and engage in activities acceptable to the general 
community. Therefore it is recommended that: 

When recreation strategies are being considered as 
part of a vandalism prevention program, consideration 
should be given not only to the availability of 
facilities and formal programs but also to the 
avaLZability of acceptable natural recreational 
opportunities for young people. (p.64) 

Where a community lacks acceptable natural recre
ational opportunities for young people, the promotion 
of unstructured activities should be considered in 
recreational planning. (p.160) 

One obvious approach to the prevention of vandalism is 
through education. Because very young people appear to be 
involved in vandalism, it is important that attempts to combat 
this problem begin early. Thus the Task Force recommends that: 

Communities should encourage local school boards to 
include the teaching of legal values in relation to 
priVate and public property in the elementary school 
programs. (p.162) 

Education programs for young people should stress the 
effects of vandalism on the community. (p.163) 

Ideas for how to integrate discussions of vandalism 
into school curricula are available and it is recommended that: 

The Ministry of Education should ensure that the cur
riculum proposal, "From values to laws" is brought to 
the attention of all school authorities. (p.163) 

Just as there appear to be sufficient laws that deal 
with vandalism, there appears to be adequate authority within 
the Education Act for initiatives with respect to vandalism. It 
is recommended, therefore that: 

School principals should assume the initiative in 
combatting vandalism in their schools. (p.16S) 

One serious problem that the Task Force was confronted 
with repeatedly was that unsupported claims were made for the 
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success of large numbers of programs aimed at dealing with 
vandalism. Many of these claims were unsupported by any 
reliably collected data. Others were supported by estimates of 
vandalism costs that either could not be presumed to be reliable 
or which were collected over an insufficient period of time to 
allow conclusions about whether apparent decreases in the amount 
of vandalism were due to the program or events completely inde
pendent of the program. Thus in order to ensure that experience 
with vandalism prevention programs will be useful to others 
concerned with the problem, the Task Force recommends that: 

community 
solution 
problem. 

Evaluation of vandalism prevention programs must be 
conducted over a sufficient period of time to permit 
useful comparisons. (p.148) 

In assessing vandalism prevention programs uniform 
standards must be applied in measuring the amount of 
vandalism before and after instituting the program. 
(p.149) 

Because vandalism varies so much from community to 
and from time to time, it is unlikely that any single 
applicable at any time in any place exists to the 
Therefore, the Task Force recommends that: 

Initiatives for dealing with vandalism should be taken 
at the community level. (p.19i) 

Communities should accept that vandalism is a complex 
and varied problem that requires a comprehensive and 
varied response. (p.189) 

In planning vandalism prevention programs it should 
not be assumed that the c:olution for one community is 
similar to the solution in some other community. 
(p.192) 

Unless it is clear tha t vandal ism is an except ional 
problem in the community, vandalism prevention pro
grams should be developed as part of a general crime 
prevention strategy. (p.19i) 

The Task Force recommends to commun·i ti.es that a series 
of activities be undertaken to identify the exact nature of the 
problem, to determine whether intervention is appropriate, and 
then, if intervention is warranted, to implement and assess the 
program that is developed. Such a plan of action will in the 
long run help use scarce resources effectively in deali.ng with 
the community problem and will provide other communities with 
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information on the effectiveness of specific intervention 
strategies. Thus, it is recommended that: 

Even though it may not be clear how best to intervene 
to reduce vandalism, the community should develop an 
intervention plan as soon as a vandalism problem is 
clearly identifi,ed. (p.192) 

Before intervention takes place, 
the problem must be identified. 

the exact nature of 
(p.193) 

When a vandalism problem is identified, a careful 
assessment must be made to determine whether the 
problem is serious enough to warrant intervention. 
(p.194) 

The choice of intervention program must be made in 
light of all the factors that are known about the 
specific nature of the problem in the community. 
(p.196) 

In choosing a vandalism prevention program a commun.ity 
should assess both the direct and indirect costs and 
benefits of the alternatives available. (p.196) 

When a vandalism prevention program is undertaken 
efforts should be made to enlist the support of the 
whole community. (p.198) 

An assessment strategy should be designed for each 
intervention program in order to measure the impact 
and success of the program. (p.199) 

The assessment strategy should ensure that the 
measuring techniques are applied uniformly throughout 
the project. (p.199) 

The assessment strategy should include a comparison 
between the project area and a similar area with no 
project. (p.199) 

Finally, in order to coordinate and exchange 
information, the Task Force recommends that: 

The Ministry of the Attorney General should consult 
with other ministries of the ontario Government to 
consider the most appropriate means for facilitating 
exchanges of information about vandalism among 
communities and for providing an advisory service to 
communities. (p.200) 
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The Task Force has suggested a series of responses 

that can be followed to deal wi~~t::ne p~~~l::ch s::pChca~t~~ 
involves thought, work, and co-o

d
Pe iL~. be on our way toward 

made successfully and at the en we w 
dealing with the problem of vandalism. 

Vandalism is not often a problem thati~:~i~~ ~olv::d~: 
one or two people workidng

l
. alone·

t 
::een~~~~~~s by a responsible 

id 1 who commit van a 1sm mus . d 
v ua s. 1. ated social problems a co-ord1nate 
community. L1ke most comp 1C .. ry to deal 

1 f the commun1ty 1S necessa 
effort involving al pa:ts 0 D. .ts investigations, the Task 

effectively Wit~h~~;~a;~~~h in~~~:~e~ a commitment on the part 
Force saw many bl The recommendations of 
of many to work togeth:r on

d 
the p:~ ~~~ enthusiasm that we are 

the Task Force are des1gne to gU1 e 
confident exists. 
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CHAPTER 1 

The Context of Study 

A. VANDALISM: A CONTINUING COMMUNITY CONCERN 

Vandalism has been a problem in our society for a very 
long time. It is all too easy to delude ourselves into thinking 
that such things did not happen in the "good old days". Yet, 
the history of crime and deviance would suggest that we are not 
living in the worst of times. 

Certainly one of the most consistent themes in our 
civilization is that each generation is more unruly and dis
respectful than the preceding generation. Youth in particular 
are identified as the source of this moral decline. For 
example, the view that the world is getting steadily worse was 
illustrated about 2,800 years ago by the Greek poet Hesiod in a 
story about the gradual decline of society from a perfect golden 
age to an age of iron, which represents his ge~eration. He 
typifies this as an age when, 

The father will not agree with his children, nor the 
children with their father ••• 

Men will dishonor their parents as they grow quickly 
old, and will carp at them, chiding them with bitter 
words ••• 

There will be no favour for the man who keeps his oath 
or for the just or for the good; but rather men will 
praise the evil-doer and his violent dealing. 

Works and Days, lines 181-192 

Similar sentiments are expressed in the works of Plato 
in the fourth century B.C., in Juvenal in the first century 
A.D., and in Chaucer in the fourteenth century. The term 
"vandal" is itself derived from a fifth century A.D. tribe that 
caused havoc and destruction in Rome. Goverrunent records of the 
laws of seventeenth century Massachusetts reveal the degree of 
parental concern about the disorderliness of the younger 
generation: 
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the 
The 

b too much experience that 
Forasmuch.as it appears !ts do behave themselves too 
divers ch~ldren an~ serv~ and disorderly towards 
disrespectively, d~sobed~ent1y, . the 

. nts masters, and governors, to 
the~r pare f f i1ies and discouragement of such 
disturbance 0 am . F the ready prevention 

rents and governors. or . 
pa .. d d by this Court and the author~ ty 
whereof ~t ~s or ere . h r of 
thereof that it shall henceforth tbed~nretct:lo;: the 

. t te by warran ~ 
any one mag~s ra , h ffender dwells; 
constable of that town where s~c 0 h offender 

. 11 before h~m any suc , 
upon compla~n~, ~o ca

f 
h misdemeanors to sentence 

and upon conv~ct~on 0 suc . hment by 
h im or them to endure such corporal pun~s ·t f 

. h· . dgment the mer~ 0 
whipping or otherwise as ~~ e~~e~~ing ten stripes for 
the fact shall deserve, no t the 

ff ce or bind the offender to appear a one 0 en , 
next Court of that county. 1654 

Massachusetts, 

B· . till no solution to 
And in nineteenth century r~ta~n s d I 1851 

problem of juvenile delinquency had been foun. n , 
Edinburgh Review observed: 

we do W~th our Juvenile Delinquents? is a 
What shall ~ ·1 . f k d but as yet most unsatisfactor~ Y 
quest~on 0 ten as e , , . h them more effectu-
and variously answ

1
ered·

f 
p:i~~~~phe;s 'and so deter.' 

ally,' says one c ass 0 " nd so 
'Educate them better,' says another class, ,a a 

t' 'Open houses of refuge and asylums, sa!sl 
pr:ven. 'and so reform.' But prisons mult~P y 

~~~r!r~a~:~~er regulated; Juvenile Offender~ Act~ a~e 
d and boys whipped by the hundreds; t e sc 00 -

~::s:er walks abroad enlightenin~ our ~outh i~~ 
h· r the steam eng~ne an soc 

geography, ~sto~, . ite of all the vexing 

~~~~n~~s ~. i~~:ed a:~~~~' o:njU~~nile delinq~ency remains 
oun offender gains ground among us, :he 

;~:g::eOfY the g policeman, the difficulty of the ~~g~~: 
trate, a problem to the statesman and a sorrow 

philanthropist. 

h f t that concern about vandalism and apparent 
But t e ac . . does not 

increasing crime rates is as old as civil~zat~on 
diminish the problems that we must face today. 

·t h provoked citizens 
Vandalism is unusual because~. a~ . ·t· s which 

. mbat vandal~sm ~n commUil~ ~e 
to set up act~on g~oup~ to.co dertake local initiative for 
have shown little ~ncl~natlon to un bb ries Perhaps 
the prevention of shoplifting, assaults or ro e • 
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the average Canadian has become preoccupied with vandalism be
cause this crime seems so senseless, wanton or pointless. 
Assaults can be explained on the basis of disagreement between 
disagreeable human beings and robberies may be attributed to 
greed but vandalism does not have understandable everyday 
explanations. Yet it is more visible and has a cumulative 
effect on our collective consciousness. On any day, we may see 
a broken bottle, a damaged tree, a slashed seat in a street-car, 
graffiti, or initials carved into a park bench. On the other 
hand, most of us do not witness an assault or robbery on a daily 
basis. 

Perhaps another element of our concern is that 
vandalism is an attack on property. The concept of property is 
central to our society and this may explain why acts of 
vandalism arouse such strong emotions in members of the public. 
Property is very important to all of us, not just homeowners. A 
large proportion of our income is spent acquiring it in various 
forms and we have been raised to be aware of the value of 
property, both personal and collective. Vandalism most often 
strikes at property with which we easily identify ourselves. In 
fact the direct loss to a private citizen is probably greater 
when his window is smashed or car aerial snapped than when a 
school is set on fire. As a result, even minor damage to 
property is felt very personally. 

Thus we are faced with a problem that is both visible 
daily to large portions of the population and for which we do 
not have explanations that fit into our everyday notions of the 
factors that motivate people. Vandalism, then, seems to be a 
serious matter requiring special attention. 

N~vertheless, vandalism today should not be seen as an 
isolated phenomenon; it should be viewed within the general 
social context, by reference to today's values and the current 
atti'tudes of youth and adults alike. The problems associated 
with adolescence, of which vandalism is but one, have tradition
ally been regarded as matters to do with the family. However, 
over the past few decades the role of the family has changed as 
we have looked in other directions for solutions to these 
problems. 

One reason for the dwindling importance of the family 
is the decreasing number of its members. Large families are a 
phenomenon of the past and today social agencies of various 
kinds have taken over areas of an individual's life tradition
ally believed to fall within the ambit of the family. 

3 



characteristic of a society in whi~h the 
An?the,r ion rather than the norm ~s the 

extended fam~ly ~s the except t d other external forces. 
d ' fl ence of governmen an d ' 

increase ~n ~ 'to the family have passe ~nto 
Functions prev~ously belong1ng f this transfer may be a 
other hands. One of the cO~~:i~~;c~~ ~he pa~t of all concerned. 
diminished sense of respons1 d1 1 , s) generation have been 

f h ~ent (an prev10u , d Parents 0 t e pre::> h'ld the freedom assoc1ate 
constantly told,to a~low th~~r c 1wer:~st be careful of accusing 
with the times 1n wh1C~ we 1ve. 'b'lities now when in the past 
them of abdicating the~r respons1 ~ , 
they have been accused of being too repress1ve. 

1 nd licence is of course a 
The balance between contro a 'b'lity 

th notions of respons1 1 
difficult one. It touches upon detheir offspring. We shall 
and freedom, both for parents an 
return to this theme later in this report. 

reflected 
formation 

, d about vandalism is 
The deep-seated general1ze concern, t the 
in the newspaper editorial comment 1n response 0 

of the Task Force. 

, in these parts that 
There are some things happen1ng 1 t of character 
are thoroughly disturbing, total y ~u t worthy of 
with years past, and at ~he t~:r~an~:~ism which we 
community response. Ther: s 't with anticipation 
have discussed of late ~n w~r~:a~round the province 
and concern the suggest10ns A General Roy 
that have been solicited by ttorney 

McMurtry. _ The Intelligencer, Belleville, 
February 15, 1980. 

Vandalism inquiry looks at a major problem. 
- Guelph Daily Mercury, 

December 19, 1979. 

Vandalism - a perennial problem 

k from the office of the Attorney 
G d news this wee 

00 , R Ro MCMurtry. In a letter to 
General of Ontar10,' ., ,y 1 the Attorney 
provincial munic1pal~t1es recen~v~~cial_municipal 
General advises there 1S now a pr , 
study going on into the problem of vanda11sm. 

- Goderich Signal Star, 
February 1, 1980. 

Vandalism cure is doubly needed. 
- Toronto ~, 

February 14, 1980. 
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Vandalism: Full probe could help ••• though there are 
no easy answers to the problem, however solutions must 
be sought. Attorney General Roy McMurtry's announce
ment of a year-long study into the causes and pre
vention of vandalism is thus good news. 

- Windsor Star, 
December 26, 1979 

The general public expressed its concern to the Task 
Force in various ways. Individual members of the public wrote, 
in no uncertain terms, that they were concerned with vandalism 
and expected someone, be it the police or the courts or some 
other institution or group within society, to do something about 
iL 

Public op~n10n surveys done for the Task Force found 
similar high levels of concern in every place surveyed. When 
asked the question, "Is vandalism a serious problem in your 
community?", in each of five areas of the province surveyed at 
least 37% of the respondents felt that vandalism was a serious 
problem. While vandalism is not the kind of problem that is 
likely to concern and involve individual citizens in the same 
way that unemployment or inflation may involve and concern them, 
it does, however, appear to be the kind of social problem that 
acts as a symbol for more generalized concerns about the society 
in which they live. 

As noted above, despite the widespread concern about 
vandalism, there seems to be an implicit understanding that it 
is a problem that has to be attacked at a local or community 
level. Certainly few social issues seem to generate as many 
local task forces as vandalism. We learned of a relatively 
large number of local groups who had assumed responsibility for 
looking into the problem of vandalism in their cc~munities. 
Sometimes" of course, these groups suggest that vand8.U.sm can 
best be attacked at a central rather than at a local level; 
however, it is significant that it is groups of local citizens 
who get together to make these suggestions. 

While the existence of such groups can only be 
applauded, it is of concern that the energy and resources of 
many of these groups are not being used with maximum effective
ness. The basic problem is that although concern is abundant, 
direction is lacking. Although we lack knowledge about how to 
deal with a large number of complicated social problems, in the 
area of vandalism the lack of knowledge has not resulted in a 
lack of action. 
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Thus one concern is to ensure that the interest and 
action at the local level is directed towards programs that have 
a realistic chance for success in the community. A large number 
of programs and solutions to vandalism have been tried in 
various parts of the world. Yet, though they appear to be 
plausible on the surface, they have little data to suggest that 
they really are successful. It sometimes seems that because 
something has been tried elsewhere and there are claims of 
effectiveness, it is presumed that the program is effective. 
Regrettably, such faith is not always deserved, and it appears 
that a good deal of energy is wasted on implementing programs of 
questionable effectiveness. 

This problem is particularly serious because the most 
acclaimed programs may have the weakest evidence supporting 
them. When the Task Force approached supporters of a particular 
program to try to find out the factual basis for their 
acceptance of it, in many cases, the type of answer would be "it 
has been implemented allover the United States" or "it has 
worked in 24 suburbs of Chicago". Y2t when these claims were 
examined more carefully, little or no reliable evidence of 
success could be found. Conce.rn and belief, then, are not the 
same as facts and effectiveness. 

B. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE TASK FORCE 

From the time the Honourable R. Roy McMurtry, Q.C. 
became Attorney General he expressed concern about the problems 
of vandalism in our communities. For example, shortly after 
assuming office he issued a directive to Crown attorneys 
suggesting that acts of vandalism be treated seriously and the 
offences be prosecuted vigorously. His wish to have convicted 
vandals serve their sentences by making positive contributions 
to their community was one of the motivating factors for the 
establishment of the commu.ni ty service orders program in the 
fall of 1977. 

Public concern about vandalism was expressed to the 
Attorney General through letters from the public and in reso
lutions of both municipal councils and school boards across the 
province. In the fall of 1979, Mr. McMurtry was approached by 
Mr. Paul Godfrey, Chairman of Metropolitan Toronto Council and 
Mr. Mel Lastman, Mayor of the City of North York, with a request 
that further steps be taken to reduce the high rate of vandal
ism. As a result of that request and in view of the continuing 
public concerns throughout the ~rovince, Mr. McMurtry agreed 
that further study of the problem should be undertaken. Mr. 
Godfrey and Mr. Lastman pledged their support and co-operation. 
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The establishment of the Task Force and its terms of 
reference were announced at a press conference on D 1979. ecember 17, 

, , Altho~gh officially a one person Task Force, from the 
beg1nn1n~ the ~1rector of Research and counsel to the Task Force 
were act1vely 1nvolved jn all aspects of the operation of the 
Task Force. 

The broad terms of reference given to the Task Force 
by the ,Attorney General gave scope to operate without the 
constra1n:s of preconceived notions about the nature and causes 
~f vanda11sm and the most appropriate methods of dealing with 
1~. It was particularly important that the terms of reference 
d1d not assume that there was anyone person or group that was 
to blame for vandalism. Throughout history, it would appear 
that ~ne way, of dealing with a social problem is to search for a 
culpr1t. Th1s was not the responsibility of the Task Force; in
deed suc~ an approach would be counter-productive. It is easy 
~o a~tr~bu~e,re~ponsibility for an aetion to a group or an 
1nst1t~t10n; 1t 1S somewhat more difficult to know what to do 
about,1t., Th~s, although there may be concern about the role of 
such 1n~t1tut10ns as the family, the school or the courts in 
~revent1ng vandalism, it is not productive to investigate which, 
1f any, of these institutions is resD,onsible for the bl continuing 
pro em of vandalism. One or more of them may be able to do 
some~hing about the problem but ultimately it is the person who 
comll1ts the vandalism who must be held accountable. It is the 
duty of,th~ community to hold him accountable. Finger pOinting 
;n~ a~s1gn1~g blame will not provide a solution to vandalism. 

h1s 1ssue 1S a matter of such basic importance that it should 
be brought to the attention of anyone conducting further studies 
of the problem of vandalism. Therefore, it is recommended 
that, 

Studies and programs about vandalism should recognize 
that primary responsibility for vandalism rests with 
the person committing the act. 

C. OPERATION OF THE TASK FORCE 

Th~ method of operation was dictated in large part by 
th~ fact that the Task Force was asked to report relatively 
qU1ckly and by the fact that the Chairman, Director of Research 
and,coun~el were all expected to be working only on a part-time 
b~Sl~. The Tas~ Force did not carry the status of a royal com
m1ss1~n,or comll1ssion of inquiry; it was largely the creation of 
the M1n1stry of the Attorney General A f 11 t' 1 • u - 1me secretaria 
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position was provided through co-operation with the Municipality 
of Metropolitan Toronto o 

ADVISORY GROUP 

The terms of reference authorized the Chairman to 
establish a group of volunteer advisors to broaden the resources 
of the Task Force and to provide a forum for discussion of and 
response to Task Force projects. Accordingly, a group of 
advisors was chosen to represent a broad cross-section of the 
interests and institutions concerned about vandalism. 

The Advisory Group first met on May 15, 1980 to 
discuss the research proposals of the Task Force. Individual 
members were called upon regularly during the course of the 
research for advice and assistance. Advisory Group members were 
kept informed of the work of the Task Force and items of 
interest thrc':l?;h a number of mailings. 

Further meetings were held in October to report on the 
Task Force pro5~ess to that time and to discuss the proposed 
structure of the final report. In order to provide the maximum 
opportunity for discussion, the Advisory Group was split into 
two smaller subgroups, one whose interests and experience lay 
primarily in the justice area and the other whose interests were 
more related to social and educational issues. Advisors were 
free to attend both meetings if they wished. 

During the writing of the report the advisors were 
called upon many times on an individual basis for comment, 
criticism and counsel. Throughout the life of the Task Force 
the co-operation and concern of the advisors was greatly ap
preciated. While the advisors provided much useful information 
they were particularly helpful in giving a balanced public 
perspective to the work of the Task Force. 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND CONSULTATION 

Given the degree of public concern about the problem 
of vandalism it was evident that it would be of the utmost im
portance to give the public the opportunity to express its views 
to the Task Force. At the same time the terms of reference only 
called for the Task Force "to receive written submissions from 
the public and to consult with such persons as may be neces
sary". Therefore, in view of the limitations on the time and 
resources of the Task Force, no general public hearings were 
conducted. 
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Forgoing the opportunity for general public meetings 
did not seriously prejudice the work of the Task Force. Not 
having the powers of a commission established under the Public 
Inquiries Act witnesses could not have been subpoenaed and 
examined and it would have been necessary to rely on voluntary 
submissions to bring forward the relevant information. Because 
public hearings would have greatly added to the expense and time 
of the study, other ways were sought to encourage voluntary 
submissions. There was considerable response to media coverage 
of the announcement of the Task F'orce and that elicited a nt'1l1ber 
of contacts with the Task Force. 

On January 14, 1980, the Attorney General wrote to all 
the municipalities in the province informing them of the forma
tion of the Task Force and encouraging each of them to contact 
the Task Force if they felt that they had something to con
tribute. On February 18, 1980, the Task Force wrote a follow-up 
letter to the municipalities suggesting topics that might be 
addressed in briefs to be submitted to the Task Force and indi
cating more specifically the kind of information that would be 
most helpful in planning the work. Altogether the Task Force 
received 83 responses from Ontario municipalities or municipal 
bodies. (See Appendix A.) 

Both of these efforts were designed to increase 
municipal awareness of the Task Force. However, it was felt 
that many individual residents of Ontario had their own concerns 
which they might want to express. Thus, in March, 1980, the 
Task Force placed an advertisement in each of the daily news
papers in the province informing all readers of the existence of 
the Task Force and encouraging interested citizens and groups to 
write with regard to the terms of reference or anything else 
that related to vandalism. 

On February 5, 1980, the Chairman wrote to a number of 
Ministers of the Ontario Government to determine whether their 
ministries had collected data on vandalism or had experience 
with vandalism prevention programs. 

Voluntary and professional associations and organi
zations that may have had experience or views relevant to the 
problems of vandalism were contacted. Approximately 125 
associations having offices in Ontario were invited to mak~ 
written submissions on any of the issues raised by the terms of 
reference or any other aspect of vandalism. The associations 
contacted were as diverse as the Ontario Road Builders' Associ
ation, Canada Association of Fire Chiefs, and the Conservation 
Council of Ontario. As a result of these invitations 29 
responses were received. (See Appendix B.) 
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More than 125 other individuals and organizations made 
submissions to the Task Force. (See Appendix C.) 

Not surprisingly a number of individuals and organ
izations asked to meet with the Task Force Chair~an.. ~ecause 
the Task Force had no authority to conduct public lnqulrles, and 
because the structure of the Task Force did not facilitate 
public meetings, an attempt was made to c?ntrol the amount of 
time available for meetings with the publlC. Nevertheless, a 
number of private meetings were held with interested groups ~nd 
individuals involved in vandalism prevention prog:ams or havlng 
special expertise in the area. For example, meetlngs. we:e held 
with vandalism prevention task force personnel from Mls~lssauga, 
Thunder Bay and Brantford. Another example is the meetlng h~ld 
wi th a number of people from York Region, consisting o.f two hlgh 
school students, probation staff, family court ~udges, a 
policeman, school officials, a director of reCr(~atlon, and a 

chief of security. 

To increase access to the Task Force, the Chairman and 
the Director of Research made themselves available to the news 
media whenever possible for interviews or to give background 
information related to vandalism. This media contact was most 
heavily concentrated in the period after some early research 
findings were released in August, 1980, and after a spe~ch by 
the Chairman of the Task Force received wide coverage ln the 

news media. 

During the latter part of the study the Chairman w~s 
often asked to address groups and organizations interested ln 
vandalism prevention and to participate in workshops and panel 

discussions. 

The Chairman was also able to attend a number of 
national and international conferences on crime prevention and 
juvenile justice. It was particularly fortunate that the 
Chairman was selected as a member of the Canadian delegation to 
the Sixth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and 
the Treatment of Offenders. 

A representative sampling of interviews granted, 
. and consultations conducted is given in addresses glven, 

Appendix D. 

APPROACHING THE TERMS OF REFERENCE 

As mentioned above, the terms of reference of the Task 

b d The Task Force, however, was relatively Force were very roa. 
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small. Therefore, one of the earliest tasks was to develop a 
strategy for the most effective way to address the terms of 
reference in light of the time and resources available. In this 
context the point should clearly be made that the time and 
resources allocated for the Task Force were entirely satis
factory. There is always a danger of ever-expanding study and 
inquiry into such a complicated subject as vandalism. 
Consequently, it was agreed to focus on completing as quickly as 
possible a report that would provide a starting point and 
further direction for future action to curb vandalism. 

The terms of reference could have been construed to 
include issues as broad as the causes and control of crime and 
delinquency. Obviously, it was necessary to limit the study to 
vandalism as a special case within the general category of 
crime. Also within the time period of the operation it was not 
possible to plan or carry out any long-term studies on the 
problem. This last problem -- the fact that long-term studies 
could not be done -- is important; its importance became evident 
as work progressed and it became depressingly clear that there 
were relatively few reliable evaluations of vandalism prevention 
programs. On the other hand, to plan, carry out, and evaluate 
such vandalism programs would have been a long-term process that 
is more appropriately done by other groups operating in 
different ways. 

Some interesting issues that could not be pursued were 
issues relating to the mechanical aspects of the administration 
of justice, such as court scheduling, decentralization of the 
courts, witness fees, delays, victim advocacy, videotaped evi
dence and so on. Questions such as these were not evident as 
part of the problem of vandalism when the research program was 
established; however, such concerns were expressed from time to 
time. But'the problem of administration of justice in the 
courts is an enormous problem that is continuously under study 
and review and that extends far beyond vandalism. It is evident 
that efforts to come to grips with problems such as delays and 
access to the courts must be encouraged and pursued, even though 
it was not possible for the Task Force to undertake such a 
review. 

Although the number of well-designed and well-executed 
studies of vandalism prevention or control programs may be 
small, the amount written about vandalism is enormous. One of 
the first projects, then, was to commission a bibliography on 
the published work on vandalism. This bibliography, as updated 
at the end 01 1980, is published as Appendix 7. A brief look at 
the bibliography reveals the interest that exists in this topic. 
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Against this background a plan was developed for 
responding to the terms of reference: 

(a) nature and scope of vandalism 

One concern was that most of the incidents of vandalism brought 
to public attention involved damage to public property or to 
private property owned by large organizations. Although this 
appeared from the published literature to reflect the nature of 
vandalism it seemed important to assess the nature and experi
ence of private citizens with vandalism. Therefore the public 
opinion survey conducted for the Task Force included questions 
related to the nature of vandalism. (See Appendix 3.) 

Further information on the nature and scope of 
vandalism was also available through the submissions from the 
municipalities and the general public. 

Another major concern about the nature of vandalism 
was its identification as particularly d~viant, anti-social 
behaviour. Accordingly, it was important to look at vandalism, 
in part, from the perspective of the vandal, especially in light 
of the fact that surveys in other jurisdictions suggested that a 
high proportion of people have at one time or another committed 
acts of vandalism that as a matter of law are criminal offences. 
(See Appendix 1.) 

(b) increases in acts and costs of vandalism 

To collect this information it was thought that one of the most 
productive sources of information would be the insurance indus
try. Consequently, researchers were assigned to develop liaison 
with the insurance industry on this issue. (See Appendix 4.) 

Again, it seemed likely that the municipalities would 
address this topic. Also, the surveys of the public would 
result in data on this subject. Official statistics from the 
criminal justice system are of course relevant to this issue. 

(c) comparison of incidence and impact of vandalism in 
Ontario with other jurisdictions 

Comparisons across jurisdictions are difficult. However, the 
bibliography was used to search for reliable reports and studies 
done outside Ontario. The insurance data were also useful in 
approaching this question. An opportunity also arose to conduct 
an informal survey of foreign jurisdictions. 
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(d) investigate and assess vandalism prevention 
programs 

Vandalism pre;ention programs in Ontario would be identified 
through the 11terature, personal contact, and submissions to the 
Task Force. Assessment would be based on studies published by 
the program and other published research on vandalism. 

(e) assessment of the role of the juvenile and 
cri~inal justice system 

From the beginning, one of the most consistent themes of letters 
from the public, the editorials in Ontario newspapers and to a 
somewhat less extent, the responses of the municipalitie~ was 
that th~se people apprehended for committing acts of vand~lism 
~ere belng treated too leniently by the juvenile and criminal 
Justice system. 

It appeared that this concern could be broken down 
into two different sets of research questions: 

(i) 

(ii) 

When a vandal is caught, what happens to him in the crimi
nal and juvenile justice systems? What proportion of them 
are taken to court and how does this compare to the treat
ment of other property offenders? What penalties are given 
by the cou:ts a~d, again, how do these penalties compare to 
the penaltles glven to other property offenders? 

What effects do these penalties seem to have in preventing 
f~rther acts of vandalims? Is there evidence for indi
vldual or specific deterrence in this area? 

An empirical research project 
published literature were established 
questions. (See Appendix 2.) 

and a study of the 
to investigate these 

(f) methods 
programs 

of evaluating vandalism prevention 

Published res ear h d . c. an. experlence within Ontario provided the 
basis for an examlnatl0n and analysis of this question. 

group of 
>;d.th its 

Wi:h this framework, which was discussed with the 
advlsors to the Task Force, the Task Force proceeded 
study and examination of vandalism in Ontario. 
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CHAPTER. 2. 

The Nature and Extent of Vandalism 

A. THE NATURE OF VANDALISM 

(1) PROBLEMS OF DEFINITION 

Vandalism is used as a blanket term to cover a wide 
variety of behaviour. For purposes of the Task Force, the 
following working definition applied: "vandalism" means wilful 
damage or destruction of the property of another. 

The issue of the working definition was not taken 
lightly: many versions were available from other studies of 
vandalism. Besides the standard dictionary definitions it was 
necessary to catch the common meaning and this was no easy task. 
The definition, it must be stressed, is not intended as a legal 
category but just a working definition to guide us through a 
wealth of vandalism-related material. 

'Wilful' is necessary to distinguish vandalism from 
accidental or negligent damage; 'damage' and 'destruction', to 
eliminate acts such as theft; 'property', to eliminate crimes 
against persons; and 'of another', to include both private and 
public property. This definition accommodated most of the 
individual incidents that had been described in submissions from 
the public .and in large-scale research reports culled from the 
social science literature. 

Although it is important to distinguish vandalism from 
other kinds of offences, it should be pointed out that in 
specific instances the motive for another kind of offence may be 
the same as the motive for vandalism. Thus, for example, in one 
educational institution in Toronto, public washrooms were 
damaged when urinals were removed from the wall and stolen. It 
does not seem likely that this "theft" was motivated by the 
usual motive of theft -- the desire for the particular piece of 
property. It seems more likely that whether the urinal was 
actually removed from the building or just removed from the 
wall, the motives for the behaviour would be the same. The 
lesson here is clear: limiting the definition of vandalism to 
"wilful destruction of property of another" does not mean that 
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1 causes of this behaviour will not also be causes of other 
offences. 

One problem with any definition of vandalism is that 
it must take into account not only the physical act but also the 
social context. A police inspector from South Wales pointed 
out, "In the country [the cutting of a s tick from a ~ree or 
hedgerow] would be deemed wholly justifiable and enhanc1ng the 
enjoyment of one's legitimate activity. In an urban area, 
however, where trees are more scarce and placed to enhance 
environmental conditions, the same act would undoubtedly be 
construed as one of vandalism." 

Another consequence of the definition is that certain 
acts -- such as the destruction of property in order to gain 
entry for purposes of committing another criminal activity (for 
example, breaking down a door to gain entry into a h~use) -- m~y 
be excluded although such conduct is often reported 1n the med1a 
as vandalism. 

Representations to the Task Force also identified 
vandalism with the offence of breaking and entering. They were 
particularly concerned about destruction of property unrelated 
to the theft that was committed. These concerns must be con
sidered in light of a recent study by Waller and Okihiro (1978) 
of burglary victims in Toronto. 

In their survey they found that only three of 116 
victims reported damage that was unrelated to the search for 
property or the original entry into the house, although a larger 
number of people had what is described as "extensive disarrange
ment" of their possessions (for example, dumping of the contents 
of drawers and closets on to the floor during the search for 
valuable possessions). However, it would seem that there were, 
in fact, few cases where the property destruction went beyond 
damage related to the theft. 

When such damage does occur, however, the victims are 
understandably upset. These feelings are similar to some ex
pressed to the Task Force. 

Utter disaster faced us. Things had been smashed all 
over the kitchen, against the walls and the refriger
ator and stove. The living room was unbelievable. 
Something had been thrown through the four foot plate 
glass window (we later found that one of our antique 
glass oil lamps had been thrown through the window), 
and the living room was full of snow. A cabinet radio 
and record player (built by the owner) had been taken 
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apart and smashed: a 21 inch black and white tele
vision smashed; a 15 inch portable black and white 
television missing and/or smashed: virtually all 
ornaments and keepsakes on the fireplace mantle 
smashed •••• 

••• Since our experience it has become quite obvious 
to us that a juvenile can commit "any crime" without 
fear of the consequences. 

- a Guelph resident 

There are also problems with the definition of 
"property". For example, it may be that one form of "vandalism" 
reported in the newspapers this past year -- the destroying of 
business records by erasing a computer's memory -- should be 
included in the definition of vandalism. 

The problem of definition creates a further problem in 
~ss~ssing the amount of vandalism damage in a community, because 
1t 1S often either very difficult or impossible to assess 
intent. Most people would probably assume that a school window 
broken during the weekend was caused by vandalism. However, in 
order to know that it was vandalism, and if so, what action to 
take, we would need to have further information. The window may 
have been broken by a stray foul ball during an innocent 
baseball game in the school yard. It may have been broken by an 
adult practising his tennis serve against the school wall 
over-confident of his ability to avoid hitting the window. or: 
of course, a vindictive student may'have deliberately and 
maliciously broken the window. Thus, without full knowledge of 
an event, it is sometimes difficult to know what was purposeful, 
careless, or a freak accident, but our response to the problem 
of the broken window may well depend on this knowledge. 

This kind of problem has plagued vandalism research, 
be~ause, from the point of view of those in charge of maintain
ing the property, such distinctions are often not particularly 
important: if one's job is to fix the broken window it 
probably does not matter too much how it happened to be broken. 
However, such distinctions are crucial for measurement of 
vandalism and design of prevention programs. 

Another serious problem of definition and of assessing 
the nature and extent of vandalism is that other quite different 
acts ·are sometimes included within the definition of vandalism. 
Often this is done for good· reasons: areas of interest are 
~efined in terms of one's particular needs. Thus for example, 
1n research conducted for the Ontario Ministry of Education 
study, Vandalism prevention programs used in Ontario schools 
(1980), the researchers, when asking principals of schools to 
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estimate the cost of vandalism to their schools, instructed the 
principals that under the category of vandalism they were to 
include not only arson and "irresponsible damage" but also the 
theft of school equipment. From the point of view of the school 
principal, this is undoubtedly a t"easonable d.efinition: it does 
not really make too much difference to the school budget whether 
a piece of equipment is stolen or completely destroyed, and it 
may make little difference whether the destruction was .in
tentional or accidental. However, in terms of understanding the 
causes, and trying to reduce the losses it may make a 
difference. 

There is also a tendency to put "vandalism" and 
"violence" together in the same category. Presumably, this 
association is based at least in part on a psychological as
sumption that the two forms of anti-social activity arise from 
the same basic causes. Because little is really known about the 
origin of either violence or vandalism it is difficult to con
firm or refute this assumption. 

A major problem is that there is no simple relation
ship between the kinds of behaviour that we often describe as 
vandalism and legal definitions of the various offences which 
might constitute vandalism. The most obvious sections of the 
Criminal Code that deal with vandalism are the sections on 
mischief and wilful damage. The sections in the Criminal Code 
are as follows: 

387. (1) Everyone commits mischief who wilfully 
(a) destroys or damages property, 
(b) renders property dangerous, useless, in

operative or ineffective, 
(c) obstructs, interrupts or interferes with 

any person in the lawful use, enjoyment 
or operation of property. 

. . . 
388. (1) Every one who wilfully destroys or damages 

property is, where actual danger to life is 
not involved, guilty of an offence punishable 
on summary conviction if che alleged amount 
of destruction or damage does not exceed 
fifty dollars. 

However, these are not the only sections that deal 
with what could be considered to be vandalism. For example, 
sections 389, 390 and 392, dealing with arson and fires also are 
relevant to certain kinds of vandalism. A number of other 
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sections of the Criminal Code create specific offences that 
would also fit the working definition of vandalism. A more 
detailed discussion of the law relating to vandalism will be 
found in Chapter 4. 

The lack of a common definition of vandalism can only 
hinder e~forts to p:omote a better understanding of the problems 
and to flnd approprlate solutions. In particular the fact that 
vandalism is not specifically defined in our law makes it 
difficult to insist upon clear and preciae usage of the concept. 
Much could be gained by defining vandalism in terms of a crimi
nal offence. Therefore, it is recommended that , 

Vandalism should be specifically defined in t~e 
Cr iminal Code and made a separat(;: offence. 

The offence of vandalism should include the 
propriate provisions of section 387 (mischief) 
section 388 (wilful damage). 

ap-' 
and 

More detailed recommendations for revising sections 387 and 388 
are made in Chapter 4. However, defining vandalism as a crimi
nal offence will underline the point of the first recommendation 
that persons who commit vandalism must be held accountable for 
their conduct. It will emphasize the seriousness of the 
behaviour. It will distinguish vandalism from other criminal 
offences, such as theft and breaking and entering. It will 
p:ovide precision and clarity and so facilitate measurement. It 
wll1 have a strong educative impact on society and especially 
young people. 

(2) VARIATION IN ACTS OF VANDALISM AMONG ONTARIO COMMUNITIES 

One issue that has enormous implications for under
standing the nature of vandalism in Ontario is the variation 
that exists from community to community. As already pointed 
out, there are a large number of different acts which might be 
considered v~nda:ism. However, these do not appear to be in any 
way evenly dlstrlbuted around the province. 

Although the study of vandalism began wi th the idea 
that it ~ght be possible to give some kind of overall picture 
of vandal~sm across the province this idea had to be abandoned. 
In the flrst place~ what was considered to be a vandalism 
problem varied enormously from community to community. Through 
c~rrespondence from the municipalities, it became clear that the 
klnd of vandalism varied throughout the province. What was a 
problem in one community was not necessarily a problem in 
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another. This is illustrated by the diversity in reports of 
damage described by various municipalities. 

Barrie: 
t ewly Planted trees, water Recreation Departmen - n 

h n1'ty centres, horticultural fountains, was rooms, commu 
displays, graffiti. , 
Traffic Department - traffic meters, traff1c and 
street signs, street lights 
Schools - broken windows, graffiti 

Campbellford: 
_ glass windows, public windows, business premises and 

private homes 
_ motor vehicles, incurring damage such as slashed 

tires, broken windows and damaged radio aerials. 

Flamborough: 
_ damage to the Beverly Community Centre Arena: 

holes in ceiling tile 
exit light plates 
graffiti on walls and washroom stalls 
damaging garbage cans 
pulling fire alarm which rings inside only 
discharging fire extinguisher 

King Township Public library: 
lettering on signs 

- defaced washrooms 
- broken windows 
- damaged walls 
- stolen books, etc. 

Kirkland Lake 
- damage to schools 
- public buildings (library) 
_ private buildings, store windows 

private recreational residences, cottages 

North York 
_ damage to cemeteries, headstones knocked over 
_ cars in underground parking garages with broken 

antennas, scratched cars, broken windows, tires 
slashed 

- damage to public parks 
- damage to schools 
- damage to T.T.C. 

damage to private property 
_ smashed light bulbs in bus shelters 
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North York (continued) 
- construction sites, valuable equipment damaged, 
- apartment and condominium buildings: damage to 

walls, furniture etc. 

Prescott 
- damage to water closets and sinks 
- doors kno~ked in 
- garbage strewn about 
- vehicles driven over parkland 
- broken windows 
- destruction of sod 
- damage to automobiles 
- cut air hose at service station 

Richmond Hill 
defacing park identification signs 

- ripping fences in parks 
- slashing swing belt seats 
- damages to buildings 
- miscellaneous damages in parks ••• someone smashed ten 

picnic tables. 

Essex Region Conversation Authority: 
destruction of entrance signs 

- destruction of trees 
.- dumping of garbage 
- destruction cf fencing and gates 
- burning of washrooms, information kiosks and picnic 

tables 

Trying to determine what acts of vandalism were most 
serious becomes even more complicated when one looks at the 
responses from individual citizens who were concerned enough to 
write to the Task Force. In individual cases the consequences 
often go beyond the actual damage. 

A person or persons cut down and removed from our 
property a 12 or 14 foot blue spruce. 

- a Kingston resident 

Something had been thrown through the four foot plate 
glass window. 

- a Guelph resident 

An axe was used to smash in the doors of thirteen 
cottages in our group. 

- a Hamilton resident 
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On September 15, 1980, our community was struck an 
incredible blow by vandalism. Chippewa High School 
(the largest, best equipped and most cent~al high 
school) was entered after midnight, vandallzed and 
then set on fire. The damage has come to two million 
dollars. 

- a North Bay resident 

Even my own mother of 81 years of age had recently 
stones thrown through her bathroom window, and such 
experiences can be very frightening for persons of her 

age. 
- a Guelph resident 

In one city the concern about vandalism was that in 
1980, $10,000 worth of parking meters had been destroyed. The 
City Council suggested that the "Atto:n~y General be. req~~sted 
to urge those responsible for the admlnlstration of Justlce to 
consider the imposition of full restitution in cases involving 
wanton vandalism and that such restitution remain on the record 
of the perpetrators until it bas been completely discharged ...... 

Unfortunately the City Council did not state whether 
they were successful in apprehending those who ~ad comm~tted 
acts of vandalism against parking meters. If thelr experlence 
was the same as most municipalities, probably few vandals were 
apprehended the others knew they were not likely to get caught. 

Variation in types of vandalism is partly due to 
variation in the opportunities available to commit vandalism. 
While knocking parking meters may be a preferred ~c:ivity for 
vandals in an urban area, obviously such opportunltles do not 
exist in most rural areas. Similarly a particular town or 
village might have one or more eSDecially vulnerable buildings 
that are attractive targets for vandals. 

However, it does not appear that all of the differ
ences across communities are due solely to differences in 
availability or opportunity; some of it appears to be part of 
the history of the community itself. Certain types of vandalism 
become part of the culture of the community, so that an 
expectation is created over time that certain kinds of behaviour 
will occur. One example of this culture of vandalism is that 
which used to occur at the time of the Grey Cup festivities. 
Interestingly enough, it seems from the most recent information 
available that this form of vandalism has almost disappeared. 
According to the Metropolitan Toronto police the downtown hotels 
report a "positive reduction" in the amount of damage caused by 
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Grey Cup vandals. Still it is clear that it is difficult to 
talk in general terms about the nature of vandalism in Ontario. 

Moreover, it does not appear that vandalism is inevi
table in modern society. It has been suggested that there are 
countries where there is little or no vandalism. However as , 
the countries mentioned are not based on principles of liberal 
democracy it is not certain how relevant any comparison might 
be. In any event, it is apparent that the nature of vandalism 
varies across communities and within communities over time. 
Therefore, it is recommended that, 

In planning vandalism prevention programs, a community 
should not assume that its vandalism problem is simi
lar to the vandalism problem of other communities. 

(3) VARIATION IN THEORIES OF CAUSATION 

Aside from the variation in the actual types of be
haviour involved, vandalism has also been categorized according 
to different theories about causation. Just as there is no 
single set of definable acts which constitute vandalism, it has 
been quite reasonably suggested that there are a large number of 
discriminable causes of vandalism, One typology~ made by Cohen 
(1973), distinguishes several different types: 

1) Acquisitive vandalism - destruction of property 
which occurs in the course of some form of robbery. 
The classic example of this is the destruction of 
vending machines, public telephones and so forth. 

2) Tactical vandalism - destruction, or more usually 
the defacement of property in order to draw 
attention to some point of view. Slogan painting 
falls into this category. 

3) Vindictive vandalism - the motive for this form of 
destruction is revenge and it manifests itself in 
the destruction of property to obtain some personal 
satisfaction. Cohen points out that much vandalism 
that seems totally gratuitous is actually this kind 
of episode. 

4) Malicious vandalism - this category coincides most 
closely with the classic notion of vandalism: it 
is an expression of anger that seeks diverse 
targets, ones not always associated with the 
stimulus of the emotion. Cohen's examples include 
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slashing the tires of all the cars in a car park, 
strangling swans, throwing stones at trains, 
urinating in public phone booths and so on. 

Cohen then distinguishes among the following, less 
overt, kinds of acts: 

i) Ritualism - the Grey Cup festivities and any 
attendant destruction would be an example of this 

category • 

ii) Protection - by this he means the kind of col
lective activity characteristic of groups of people 
who receive a certain degree of licence from a so
ciety - end of term student parties for instance. 

iii) Play - vandalism as play activity - usually by 
small children in settings such as derelict houses. 
This form of vandalism is also tolerated to some 
degree because the targets are "f air game" or be
cause the perpetrators are very young. 

iv) Writing-off - forms of vandalism which are accepted 
as part of the routine of everyday life. Graf fi ti 
on washroom walls which are regularly painted over 
or erased can be seen in this context. Although 
such acts are clearly vandalism, we expect them to 
occur and incorporate them into regular routines 
(such as cleaning washrooms). 

v) Walling-in - this condition refers to property 
destruction which takes place within a formal 
institution such as a fac.tory or school. It 
encompasses acts such as sabotage on the assembly
line to gain extra rest periods. It is difficult 
to apprehend the vandals because of the co
operative nature of the work or school setting. 

vi) Licensing - this category overlaps with some others 
to a certain degree. It refers to the damages done 
by otherwise respectable groups of individuals, 
sporting teams staying in hotels for example. 
Frequently it is treated as just an additional 
expense to be added to the team's account. 

Cohen presents these categories as examples of acts of 
vandalism that do not readily come to the attention of enforce
ment agencies and which are all to some degree condoned by our 
society. 
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The cataloguing of these different types of vandalism 
is not done simply as an intellectual exercise: the real 
purpose in having such a typology is to underline the variety of 
different factors that could be considered to be "causes" of 
vandalism. Highlighting the various factors that cause vandal
ism also highlights the fact that it is unlikely that we will be 
successful in finding a single solution to vandalism. 
Therefore, it is recommended that, 

In developing programs to combat vandalism a community 
should consider that vandalism may have more than one 
cause and may, therefore, require more than one type 
of L'e'sJ.X>nse. 

However, an important point made throughout this 
report is that it is pointless to look for causes in particular 
groups, institutions, agencies or governments. That is not so 
much a matter of finding causes as an attempt to attribute 
blame. 

B. THE EXTENT OF VANDALISM' 

(1) PUBLIC OPINION 

There is no question that a substantial portion of the 
population of Ontario is concerned about vandalism. The extent 
of the concern expressed by the public to' the At torney General 
is confirmed by research done for the Task Force. (Appendix 3.) 
When asked whether vandalism was a problem in thei r communi ty, 
37% of the respondents in Toronto and 5610 outside of Toronto 
indicated that they thought that it ,vas a problem. In addition, 
a substantial number of people in Toronto (67%) believe that the 
incidence of vandalism is increasing. Thp. survey result.s found 
additional support in submissions from some of the 
municipalities, individual citizens and associations: 

This type of vandalism has been going on for years, 
but lately it is worse. 

- a Toronto resident 

The many acts of vandalism ••• have been plaguing 
schools, homes and lIL:'lny ether properties. 

- a Windsor resident 

It is apparent tbat vandalism is becoming a greater 
problem by the day in our society. 

- an Eganville resident 
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Vand~lism, or wanton destruction has reached such 
excess that an in-depth study is warranted. 

- a Hamilton resident 

However, nearly all felt that the severity or serious
ness of the acts has increased greatly, from a few 
decades ago, when vandalism among juveniles consisted 
of painting moustaches on election posters, soaping 
windows or breaking insulators along the railway 
tracks with slingshots, to letting the air out of 
local policeman's tires. Adult vandalism was gene
rally a bit more severe, stealing chickens, pushing 
over privies on Halloween, tying cats' tails together, 
shooting farm animals. Now among juveniles, the 
severity of the acts has increased to things like 
ruining the paint job on a car by running a sharp 
object along its side, slashing tires, smashing chairs 
in a community centre, setting buildings on fire, 
untying boats at marinas, etc. 

- Township of Georgian Bay 

Not only does a substantial portion of the public seem 
to believe that vandalism is a serious and growing problem, but 
they also view it as being more important than other offences of 
comparable value. In the survey for the Task Force (Appendix 3) 
respondents were asked to compare the seriousness of a theft of 
goods valued at $100 and an act of vandalism creating $100 
damage. Not surprisingly, about half viewed these two offences 
as being equally serious. Of those who perceived there to be a 
difference, however, about three times as many saw the act of 
vandalism as more serious. Although there is considerable 
agpeement among adults that vandalism is a serious problem, 
young people do not necessarily share this view. In the survey 
of students in Toronto and elsewhere in the province, reported 
in Appendix 1, they were asked whether they thought·it was 
serious to commit an act of vandalism. Only about half of the 
secondary school students thought that vandalism was either 
quite or very serious. Overall, it was seen as less serious 
than either shoplifting or breaking and entering. 

In their report on school vandalism in a Toronto high 
school Chepynoha and Parwicki (1981) indicated that a sub
stantial number of both males and fema.le high school students 
did not see particular kinds of vandalism as being serious. 
When given a choice of rating vandalism as "not serious", 
"serious" or "very serious" the proportion seeing particular 
acts as "not serious" obviously varied with the specific acts. 
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Writing on desks 
Writing on washroom walls 
Breaking windows 
Breaking or damaging toilet 
Breaking a chair or desk 

Chepynoha and Parwicki (1981) 

% seeing act as not serious 

Males 

84% 
52% 
15% 
21% 
16% 

Females 

84% 
60% 

7% 
10% 
11% 

Obviously, there is a lot of variability as to whether 
a particular act is seen as serious. On the other hand, it is 
important to note that acts presumably seen as serious by most 
of the community are not uniformly seen that way by the high 
school students involved in the acts themselves. 

In this same report, Chepynoha and Parwicki conclude 
that most of the juveniles had been involved in at least some 
form of vandalism. The authors of the report contrast this with 
the view expressed by the teachers they interviewed. 

The teachers in this particular high school felt that 
vandalism was not a serious problem in their own 
school. The majority of teachers interviewed felt 
that there was a link between a student receiving low 
grades, or belonging to a lower socio-economic back
ground and the degree of vandalism committed by these 
students. Not one teacher felt that the blame of 
vandalism should be put upon the school or staff. 
Most of the teachers believed that the vandal and 
his/her parents should be held responsible. (p. 50). 

Part of this difference in opinion about the serious
ness of vandalism may be due to a difference in views between 
young people and adults as to the connotations of vandalism. 
The young people who were asked this question in the Task Force 
study had just finished going through a check list of twenty
nine different kinds of vandalism, some of which could only be 
described as minor (for example, scratching a desk at school). 
When asked about a typical act of vandalism they may well have 
been thinking about some of these more common trivial offences. 
Adults~ on the other hands when thinking about typical acts of 
vandalism may think of the more serious acts such as rRmpages of 
destruction at a school, park or recreation centre which receive 
public notice and media coverage. In any case, when considering 
both the "causes" and the "cures" for vandalism, it might be 
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worth remembering the difference in perceptions that adults and 

young persons have of the offence. 

For some the issue was not wholly a financial one. 
One submission to the Task Force noted, "[T]he costs of reported 
acts of vandalism which are borne by the municipality and by the 
Board of Education are miniscule in relation to the total 
budgets of these departments. They amount to a fraction of 1%. 
The affront to the dignity of the two systems is far greater 
than the dollar figure." 

(2) MEASURING THE INCIDENCE OF VANDALISM 

As already pointed out, problems with the definition 
of vandalism make it difficult if not impossible to get an 
accurate estimate of the actual costs of vandalism in the 
province of Ontario. However, because of the continuing public 
interest in this matter, it is worthwhile reviewing the ways in 
which one might look at the incidence and costs of vandalism. 

Perhaps the most obvious way of assessing the 
incidence of vandalism would be to look for data on adjudicated 
offences related to vandalism, that is, cases where someone has 
actually pleaded guilty or been found guilty of an offence 
related to vandalism. When that is done, however, it turns out 
not to be too useful since it ignores the fact that only a very 
small proportion of the offences are ever brought to court. In 
addition, there is the rather fundamental problem that such data 
are not being collected any longer by Statistics Canada. 

The next place to go to for statistics on vandalism is 
to summary statistics on police reports. Detailed data from 
Metropolitan Toronto Police on this issue have been collected 
and are reported on in Appendix 6. Data from other juris
dictions have been examined in less detail. police summary 
statistics, of course, are only as good as the actual data that 
go into the summary. In each case, before an event is reported 
as an act of vandalism in the summary statistics, a number of 
decisions have to be made. In the first place, someone has to 
notice and report the act of vandalism to the police. Both 
practical problems and problems of definition make it difficult 
to estimate what proportion of vandalism is reported to the 
police. The decision that something is an act of vandalism may 
reflect nothing more than the importance of the issue of 
vandalism to a member of the public. For example, when one of 
the Task Force staff noticed that a basement window in his house 
was broken, vandalism was one of the explanations that 
immediately occurred to him. However, an equally plausible 
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explanation was that workmen working on the house next door had 
accidentally hit the window while moving building material. In 
other words, the interpretation of the act by the observer will 
be a factor in determining whether the act is reported as 
vandalism. 

Even where damage to property is seen as vandalism, 
the property owner makes an assessment of whether it is worth it 
to report the act. In making his assessment he will consider 
both the cost to himself and the likelihood that the offender 
will be app:ehended. Most homeowners would not bother to report 
the uproot~ng of a half dozen tulips. Some may report the 
destruction of the whole flower bed. However, one suspects that 
many clear cases of vandalism such as these are not reported. 
In one study in Great Britain, it was estimated that between 
fifteen and thirty-five times as much vandalism occurred as was 
reported to the police (Sturman, 1978). 

Even if an act of vandalism is reported to the nolice 
it does not follow automatically that they will write a 'repor~ 
of. it. A good deal of research on the police, such as that by 
Er~cson (1982), would suggest that police officers make quite 
sensible decisions in many cases not to bother with a formal 
report of a minor offence because they know that there would be 
little served by doing so. 

At this point some acknowledgment should be made of 
t~e difficult conditions under which the police have to operate 
w1th respect to vandalism. Cases of vandalism frequently 
require the evidence of witnesses and at the present time the 
incentives ~or appearing to give evidence are few. Indeed many 
reasons eX1st why people should be disinclined to act as 
witnesses. The time and expense are obvious disincentives but 
these exist'for other offences too. The lack of night c~urts 
does.not help. In addition, there is always the possibility of 
repr1sal. The average person's property is particularly vulner
able to such attacks since he cannot be monitoring it all day 
and every day. The duties of witnesses should not be too 
onerous if cases are to proceed through the judicial system to 
their natural conclusion. 

All these reporting problems would not be so serious 
if one could assume that the "error" were a constant one across 
communities and over time within a community. Unfortunately 
such convenient assumptions cannot be made. For example, it ha~ 
been shown by Giffen (1976) that police reporting practices are 
affected by administrative policy such as the creation of a 
Youth Bureau. In addition, the police and the public are often 
encouraged through publicity campaigns to report certain kinds 
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of activities to the police. Indeed, a campaign to increase the 
reporting of vandalism is often part of anti-v~ndalism.programs 
in Ontario. When an anti-vandalism program 1S comb1ned with 
changes in reporting by citizens or the police, then it .is 
difficult to develop an estimate of the degree of report1ng 
error. 

As one researcher concluded, 

It would seem that police records provide neither an 
unbiased estimate of the various types of vandalism 
nor a satisfactory estimate of the total amount 
(Sturman, 1978, p.18). 

In summary, although presumably the police do th: b:st 
job they can in recording vandalism statistics, their stat1st1cs 
must be taken only as a very rough indication of the amount of 
vandalism; iL would be a serious mistake to make too much of 
these numbers. 

With these cautions in mind, then, the statistics for 
Metropolitan Toronto can be examined. Overall, as shown in 
Appendix 6, there has been an increase in the number and rate of 
vandalism -acts. In terms of "officially" reported acts of 
vandalism, there does appear to be a definite increase over the 
ldst decade in Metropolitan Toronto. 

To keep these numbers in perspective, it should be 
remembered that vandalism, though common, is not as common a 
crime as for example minor thefts (including shoplifting). In 

" h . Metropolitan Toronto during the 1970s there were more t an tWlce 
as many minor thefts reported as there were instances of 
vandalism. 

Similarly, it is easy to lose sight of the fact that 
vandalism apparently constitutes only a small proportion of the 
offences for which juveniles are apprehended. For example, in 
Metropoli tan Toronto in 1979 and 1980, the mos.t recent ~ears for 
which we have statistics, the category of cr1me that 1ncludes 
"wilful damage" accounted for approximately 7% of the offences 
where juveniles were apprehended, whereas sho~lifting ~lone 
accounted for more than twice that amount (approx1mately 17%). 

Nevertheless, it is important for a community that perceives 
that it has a vandalism problem to make a systematic assessment 
of the amount of vandalism that is taking place. Only by making 
such an assessment can the community~&~oid overreacting to 
isolated but highly visible acts of vandalism. Therefore it is 
recommended that, 
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Collection of data on the incidence of vandalism 
should be done at the community level as part of 
assessing the vandalism problem in the community. 

However, because of wide variations in the methods of 
reporting vandalism and in the records for collecting vandalism 
data it is recommended that, 

Emphasis should not be given at this time to efforts 
to measure the incidence of vandalism on a province
wide basis. 

Of course, simply counting all acts of vandalism will not 
necessarily help to assess the vandalism problem. For example, 
the community may be able to tolerate graffiti, even if there is 
a lot of it, but may not be able to tolerate broken windows in 
public buildings. In that case it may make sense to save the 
effort of counting occurrences of graffiti when collecting 
vandalism data. Therefore it is recommended that, 

So far as poss.ible in collecting data on the amount of 
vandalism, the community should try to identify the 
purpose for which the data are being collected. 

Understandably, in some cases, it may be necessary to do some 
initial broad data collection in order to identify the problem 
more particularly. But, eventually the measurement of the 
amount of vandalism should be related to a specific purpose. 

There are other ways of assessing the extent of 
vandalism. One is to use "citizen based" information rather 
than criminal justice based information. The usual, and now 
quite popul~r, method of doing this is the "victim survey" which 
has received a lot of attention and support in the past fifteen 
years, primarily in the United States. We do not, in Canada, 
have any data of this sort repeatedly collected over an appreci
able time period; therefore we cannot use victimization rate 
data to make inferences as to whether vandalism has increased or 
decreased. However, from telephone surveys carried out for the 
Task Force (see Appendix 3) it would appear that an appreciable 
proportion of the population has at some point been the victim 
of some sort of vandalism. In Toronto, 19% indicated that they 
had within the previous year been the victim of an act of 
vandalism; for the towns outside of Toronto the figure was 14%. 
These data· have to be interpreted with reservations as much 
vandalism may not easily be remembered (Sparks, Genn and Dodd, 
1977) • 
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Yet another way of approaching the problem of esti
mating the incidence of vandalism is to collect data from the 
population of people most likely to be offenders. This has been 
done in other jurisdictions and was also done as part of the 
research program of the Task Force. Researchers went to a 
variety of schools in Toronto and elsewhere in the province and 
asked students to tell about their involvement in acts of 
vandalism during the previous twelve months. Such studies have 
been shown to produce reasonably reliable data. 

The results of these surveys were similar to those 
carried out in other jurisdict~ons: most of the young people 
surveyed indicated that they had at some point in the previous 
twelve months committed some form of vandalism. In the high 
schools, 89% indicated that they had committed acts of vandal
ism; in the elementary schools, the figure was 90%. Obviously, 
most of these acts of vandalism were not serious ones: however, 
the number admitti.ng to some of the more serious acts is worth 
noting. A complete report of the results of these surveys can 
be found in Appendix 1. 
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Scratched a desk at school 

Broken a bottle at school, in 
the street or in a park 

Written on walls of buildings 

Broken a window at school 

Broken a window in an 
occupied house 

Damaged park buildings 

Damaged machinery on a 
bUilding site 

Damaged the tires of a car, 
truck or bicycle 

Damaged street signs 
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Primary 
Schools 

71.9 

45.8 

25.7 

6.0 

17.7 

8.6 

9.9 

28.9 

25.1 

Secondary 
Schools 

88.7 

42.4 

21.7 

12.0 

15.3 

5.9 

10.9 

19.2 

22.2 



A number of things should be noted from these figures. 
In the first place, it is a fairly clear that the more serious 
the act of vandalism the lower the likelihood that a person had 
committed an act of that sort during the previous twelve month 
period. In other words, the most serious forms of vandalism 
appear to be occurring least frequently. Second, even the more 
serious offences have been committed by many students. Although 
only 6% of primary and 12% of secondary school students admitted 
to breaking a window in school, this involves a large number of 
students -- and broken windows -- when one considers that there 
are roughly two million students in the primary and secondary 
schools in the province. 

The importance of these findings about the nature and 
extent of vandalism cannot be underestimated. First, they 
suggest that the "true" incidence of behaviour which can be 
called vandalism is very widespread, at least within the school 
age population. Although there is s~me predictable variation in 
the amount of vandalism caused by different groups of people -
for example, males commit more than females, young people who 
are doing badly in school commit more acts of vandalism than do 
good students -- the most notable finding is that most juveniles 
commit some vandalism. As noted above, the same conclusion has 
been reached in other jurisdictions. That being the case, nne 
has to question theories and solutions that have as an implicit 
assumption the notion that most of the vandalism is committed by 
a small and identifiable group of hard-core delinquents. 

Another rather clear implication of finding that nine 
out of ten students damage property of others is that vandalism 
is, indeed, part of our culture. However, for the most part it 
appears to be a phenomenon that is age related: as shown in 
Figure 1, the average number of acts of vandalism appears to 
peak at about age fifteen or sixteen and to drop off quite 
dramatically thereafter. This relationship with age may not be 
unusual: other issues~ such as use of certain drugs, show 
similar relationships with age. Certainly, the relationship 
between age and the likelihood of committing certain crimes 
shows a similar relationship, although the peak may be somewhat 
later. In view of the fact that almost all young people are 
involved in vandalism to some degree, it is recommended that, 

In addition to intensive prevention programs for 
specific types of vandalism, general programs that are 
capable of reaching all young people in the community 
must be developed. 

Thi8 issue is explained further in subsequent 
chapters. At this point, it is sufficient to emphasize that 
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Figure 1 

MEAN NUMBER OF ACTS OF VANDALISM BY AGE 
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1 there is distinction between vandalistic and non-vandalistic 
behaviour and that specific programs can deal with vandalistic 
behaviour. But, because most young people commit vandalism it 
is difficult to distinguish between persons who are vandals and 
non-vandals. Therefore programs aimed at all youth must be 
general in nature. 

Nevertheless it is important to add that vandalism is 
not exclusively an activity of adolescents who presumably do not 
know any better. The Task Force heard acco~nts ,of now well
respected members of the community who, as un1vers1t~ student~, 
caused damage to a medical students' residence even 1n the sta1d 
era of the 1950s. The almost ritualized vandalism that occurred 
regularly in relation to Grey Cup festivities was mentioned pre
viously. The following quotation, from a memorandum to members 
of the exclusive Society for Experimental Social Psychology 
after its 1979 annual meeting, makes its point without further 
comment: 

The Kellogg Center at Michigan State sent us a hefty 
bill for damage done to the wall murals and light 
fixtures aft8r the Saturday night party. I do not 
believe that the whole membership should pay for 
negligence of a few. The charge was $3?0 and I, am 
asking those of you who were involved 1n throw1ng 
glasses and bottles at the wall mural to send me money 
to cover that charge. 

In conclusion, then, it is clear that vandalism is 
both widespread and varied. Although there is considerable 
variation in the amount committed by individuals, most young 
people do a certain amount of vandalism. 

(3) MEASURING THE COSTS OF VANDALISM 

If the problem of assessing the number of incide?ts of 
vandalism is difficult, the problem of estimating ,costs 1S al
most impossible. An obvious factor is the increas~ng costs due 
to inflation. It is even more difficult to dete1~lne what P:o
portion of an original cost one should allocate to vandal1sm 
when there has been some depreciation of the property and some 
inflation in replacement costs. And, there are cost all~cation 
problems when, for example, a decision is made to repalnt all 
four walls of a room even though only one of the walls has been 
damaged. 

More basic, perhaps, than these examples, is the 
problem of differentiating vandalism from hard play and from 
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general wear and tear. For example, if a door slowly works its 
way loose from its hinges, in part because it is opened and 
~losed frequently and in part because children swing on it, it 
1S not clear what proportion of the repair costs should be 
allocated to general maintenance and what to the damage caused 
by misbehaviour. In terms of formal reporting, it seems 
unpredictable whether such a door, when found off its hinges, 
would be seen as needing repair because of normal wear and tear 
or because of vandalism. 

That is not to suggest that it is impossible to make 
such allocations of cost: in many situations, a decision could 
be made about such examples and formulae could be agreed upon. 
The re~son t~at th~s is not ordinarily done is obvious: usually 
there 1S no 1ncent1ve to make these fine distinctions. In the 
example given above, no matter what the actual cause the 
solution is the same: the door has to be fixed. It is little 
wonder, then, that a number of individuals and organizations 
reported that they do not find it to be useful to keep track of cos ts. 

It is difficult, however, to ascertain the correct 
figure of what it may cost taxpayers and/or busi
nesses, because the total number of instances reported 
do not reflect the total number of acts committed. 
Many of the acts of vandalism are paid for and covered 
under the heading of maintenance, thus skyrocketing 
maintenance budgets. 

- Parks and Recreation Department 
Sarnia 

It is difficult, if not impossible, to differentiate 
[among] hard usage, normal wear and tear, mischief, 
break and enter, and vandalism [as causes]. Conse
quently, statistics are not maintained on the costs of 
these various categories. 

- The Honourable C. F. Bennett, 
M.P.p., 
Ontario Miuister of Housing 

••• The Ministry has not recorded actual cost figures 
of damage on a provincial basis, because of 
questionable justification for the cost of collecting 
such statistics and the lack of any effective method 
of dealing with the problem ••• 

- Highway Engineering Division, 
Ministry of Transportation and 
Communications 
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A submission from a Board of Education points out 

another problem. The submission showed an increase in costs due 
to fire loss, theft and vandalism but gave no indication as to 
which category contributed most", or least, to the overall 
increase. 

Another problem in evaluating vandalism eos ts is that 
in small administrative or economic units, one very costly 
episode, such as the burning of a building, has the effect of 
making the costs for a given time period look enormous when 
compared to another area or another time period. Though it is 
obviously true that the costs would be high under such 
circumstances, the difficulty is that the cost factor does not 
adequately describe the nature and extent of vandalism in that 
situation. In other words, both Town A and Town B may have 
suffered $100,000 of damage in 1980. But, if the damage in Town 
A was due to the burning of a school and the damage to Town B 
was caused by a thousand different occurrences amounting to $100 
each, the nature of vandalism in each community is quite 
different and the kind of prevention strategy would be quite 
different. 

Data received from the city of Ottawa serve to 
illustrate this point. In 1979 they recorded 519 incidents of 
vandalism from 135 locations for a total cost of $68,908. 
However within this one city the range of costs was great -
some places had as few as one incident costing under $20, others 
had multiple incidents involving much greater amounts. The 
average of $132.77 then, tells US little about the diverse 
pattern of incidents even within the same city. 

As are already pointed out, a significant portion of 
the general public believes that there is an increase in the 
costs of vandalism, and, therefore, it was felt necessary to 
look at the problem so far as possible with the time and 
resources available. 

In the circumstances it seemed that one of the most 
productive approaches to the question of costs was through in
surance data. The data are available from across the province, 
are collected through relatively uniform criteria, and are 
fairly accessible. However, in considering insurance costs, it 
should be remembered what such figures do and do not include. 
In the first place, of course, insurance costs are not likely to 
include most of the low cost vandalism -- the kind which in 
isolation does not cost very much but which may, when aggre
gated, be very important. This limitation is particularly 
important to keep in mind when considering the fact that between 
1974 and 1978 among policies with vandalism coverage there was a 
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threefold increase in the number of policies that contained 
deductibles. This could be interpreted to mean that because 
more policies contained deductibles, it was less likely that 
claims would be made relating to small amounts of vandalism. 
However, this interpretation is important only if one can assume 
that where there is no deductible, claims would normally be 
submitted. No evidence was presented that would have helped to 
test that assumption. Accordingly, it was assumed that just as 
most people do not report minor acts of vandalism to the police, 
it is unlikely that they make claims against their insurers in 
such cases. On the other hand it is possible that as a result 
of inflation incidents that previously caused only a few dollars 
damage are now reported bec.a.use of inflated repair costs. 

The second important limitation on these data is that 
they obviously deal only with insured property. Much vandalism 
of pUblicly owned property is probably not included in these 
figures, nor of course, is vandalism damage of private uninsured 
property included. Finally, unfortunately for our purposes the . , 
lnsurance companies do not find worthwhile from their standpoint 
to separate vandalism damage into a category of its own. The 
closest category in the figures made available included glass 
and smoke damage with vandalism. 

In order to determine whether losses in the glass, 
smoke and vandalism category had increased in relation to other 
categories of property losses both dollar amounts and number of 
losses were used. These data are reported in detail as part of 
Appendix 4. 

Generally speaking it is fair to say that there does 
not seem to be a marked increase in recent years in the pro
portion of insurance losses attributable to the glass, smoke and 
vandalism category. Although there is variati.on from place to 
place within the province the costs are reasonably constant. 

Comparing costs to other parts of Canada is difficult 
because, as is reasonably clear from the data for Ontario alone 
there is considerable variation even within this one province: 
Because of the amount of variation, it is qnestionable whether 
any particular comparison is meaningful. Furthermore, it must 
be remembered that comparison of these figures involves the com
parison of relative losses: these figures are the losses due to 
"glass, smoke damage and vandalism" as a proportion of all other 
losses. With these cautions in mind, the simple conclusion is 
that neither Toronto nor Ontario is clearly different from other 
areas of the country; there are undoubtedly some differences 
but it does not appear that these differences are things tha~ 
should be given much prominence. 
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Assuming that it were possible to determine the dollar 
value of property destroyed by vandalism in Ontario, one could 
also argue that the costs of preventing vandalism ought to be 
included as a cost of vandalism. For example, the Ontario Road 
Builders' Association pointed out in their brief the extensive 
security arrangements their industry undertakes to protect their 
sites and equipment from vandals and thieves. Similarly, of 
course, some portion of the elaborate alarm systems which have 
sometimes been purchased and maintained by some school boards 
might legitimately be considered to be vandalism costs since 
these costs are incurred in part in order to prevent vandalism. 
To make the illustration more extreme, it is clear that most, if 
not all, vandalism in a particular setting could be eliminated 
completely if we were willing to put enormous resources into 
constant and complete surveillance. In most cases such 
surveillance programs would not be cost effective; however, the 
actual costs of them should probably be considered to be 
vandalism costs. Although there are few places, if any, in the 
province that receive such protection, the cost to society of 
surveillance and protection devices should not be overlooked. 
It is likely that the Road Builders are not unique in describing 
vandalism prevention costs in their estimates of the costs of 
creating or maintaining some piece of property. 

In conclusion it appears that trying to assess the 
costs of vandalism is fraught with difficulties, particularly 
where the data have been collected without reference to the 
specific purpose of assessing the costs of vandalism. Obviously 
many of the problems associated with trying to determine the 
amount of vandalism are the same as the problems in measuring 
the costs of vandalism. Accordingly, it is recommended that, 

Collection of data on the costs of vandalism should be 
done at the community level as part of assessing the 
vandalism problem in the community. 

Emphasis should not be given at this time to efforts 
to measure the costs of vandalism on a province-wide 
basis. 

Where it is necessary to determine the costs of 
vandalism, uniform standaras and cr iter ia should be 
established and maintained in light of the problems 
identified in the community. 
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(4) SUMMARY 

To summarize, then, it would seem that it is not 
really possible or productive to try to get an accurate estimate 
of the true extent of vandalism in Ontario. Reporting problems 
and, to some extent, definition problems make it almost impossi
ble to do this. In addition, as noted, almost every young 
person commits some form of vandalism at some point each year; 
hence, the simplistic answer to questions about the extent of 
vandalism, is that it is everywhere that people, especially 
young ?eople, can be found. It is clear that the people of 
Ontarlo are very concerned with vandalism, many of them 
perceiving that it is more of a problem than it was in the past. 
On the other hand, not all the measures of vandalism show a 
uniform increase in incidence; however, some measures, such as 
the number of reported cases of vandalism to the police have 
shown definite increases over the past ten years. These latter 
data may, of course, reflect the increased concern that the 
public has about the problem of vandalism and the costs of 
repairs rather than an increase in vandalism itself. 

What is clear, however, and what does seem to have 
important implications in trying to understand and do something 
about vandalism is that the nature and extent of the problem 
does vary from community to community. It would have been 
ideal, one could argue, to try to find out something about the 
important differences between communities in the province that 
do and do not have vandalism problems. Unfortunately, such 
long, complicated, and expensive programs of research were 
outside of the terms of reference. However, they are an area 
that may well be worthwhile looking into as future areas of 
research. 

C. COMMENTS FROM OTHER COUNTRIES 

The Task Force was also fortunate to have the 
assistance of retired Ontario Family Court Judge Lorne Stewart 
who lent his considerable expertise and experience with the 
United Nations towards gathering information on an informal 
basis from some foreign sources. Through Judge Stewart comments 
were received from su~h countries as Japan, Brazil, Germany, 
England and Australla. It appears that vandalism has not 
increased in most of the countries which gave a response 
although as one might expect there was considerable variatio~ 
from place to place. There was also great diversity in the 
perception of vandalism as a social problem: some nations view 
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it as just another manifestation of general delinquency while 
others see it as an isolated and troublesome phenomenon. Thus, 
it is interesting to note that no matter how severe the problem 
may appear here, there is not a universal pattern of increasing 
damage and this suggests a solution may best be sought at a 
regional level. 
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CHAPTER 3 

Causes of Vandalism 

The hope that vandalism can be linked to a single 
cause must be regarded as a faint hope indeed. As already 
pointed out, there are too many different kinds of behaviour 
that fall under the general category of vandalism to expect that 
a single cause can be identified. However, whether suggesting a 
single cause or multiple causes, the submissions to the Task 
Force resulted in the identification of a wide variety of 
opinions about the reasons for vandalism. Ideally, each 
suggested cause should be discussed fully and the empirical data 
related to each should be examined. However, because this would 
be, in itself, an enormous task, it has been necessary to assign 
to categories these suggested causes, although, some specific 
suggestions that were received do not fall easily into one of 
the major categories described below; in most cases, however, 
the suggestion may be included in a combination of causes. 

A. SOCIAL DECAY 

One of the most frequently suggested causes or 
explanations for vandalism might be described as the "rotten 
society" explanation. As mentioned earlier, this explanation is 
not new. Indeed, the view that this is a new problem is itself 
an old phenomenon. Popular opinion forty yearp ago, as re
flected in a 1939 edition of the English PictuLe Post, was 
expressed in terms frequently used today, 

The great increase in juvenile crime is certainly one 
of the most horrible features of our time. 

For reasons that can only be touched on, it seems that 
it is almost a universal phenomenon in our society that each 
generation sees its youth as embodying characteristics likely to 
bring society to complete ruin. Whether this is due to a mis
perception of what we were like when we were young, a selective 
memory, or simply an equating of changes in behaviour with a 
decline in morals is not clear. The difficulty, however, is 
that, for whatever reason, we tend to think that when we were 
young we caused no concern to our elders. Although it is 
possible that those most vocal critics of modern youth were 
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models of good behaviour in their day, this supposition ignores 
the fact that it is unlikely that their friends probably were 
also equally well behaved. A few quotes from the letters and 
formal submissions to the Task Force will illustrate this theme: 

I feel my parents cared enough to have some very 
strong values and beliefs that I notice are 
disappearing in our culture today. 

- a Peterborough resident 

We all know that our lifestyles have changed and our 
family structure has changed but regardless of 
parental roles can we not retain the same valu~b? 
What of moral excellence, intelligence, honesty and 
strength and especially respect? 

- a Mississauga resident 

I recently read an article that stated the kids of 
today have nothing to do b~t hang aroung the streets. 
There is no comparison between today and 40 years 
ago. 

- a Hamilton resident 

A perceived cause of vandalism that is somewhat more 
specific is that we have failed to teach young people the value 
of property. At times this failure is linked with the view that 
modern society can be described as a "throw-away" society -
where property is not meant to last for an appreciable period of 
time. The importance of property is clear from public sub
missions to the Task Force. Many people mention the need to 
have respect for property, as the following examples show: 

Y~u have to teach them to respect other people's 
property from the time they are toddlers and start to 
touch ornaments and things. 

- a Burlington resident 

I am very concerned about children's lack of respect 
for other people's property. They don't care. 

- a Mississauga resident 

I feel that young people must be taught to r~spect 

other people's property. 
- a Ridgeville resident 

Such a program - selling right principles - could be 
just as effective and produce the most beneficial of 

44 

------------------------------------------------~ 

results, a gentle pressure of encouragement to respect 
persons and property. 

- Insurance Advisory Organization 
of Canada 

A final explanation that is sometimes given for 
vandalism that falls into this overall category of causes is 
that we have not instilled in our youth sufficient respect for 
"law and order". For example: 

I know from personal experience that some of our young 
people have genuinely and honestly no clear concept of 
right and wrong. 

- a Peterborough resident 

And a submission from the City of Barrie includes the 
following as one of the main causes of vandalism: 

The increasing general community lack of respect for 
law and the softening of penalties for convictions ••• 
have both provided incentives to youths to commit such 
acts. 

The common tnread that all of these possible causes 
have is that they see vandalism as a symptom of a more important 
societal problem: society has, for one reason or another~ gone 
bad, and one of the consequences is vandalism. Although this is 
a simple explanation, one of the major problems is that it does 
not help us find an equally simple solution. One study of 
vandalism stated, 

Nor does it seem that greater success [in preventing 
vandalism] would have resulted from considering 
vandalism, not as a problem requiring solutions, but 
as symptomatic of a wider problem of 'social malaise' 
which must be tackled simultaneously on many fronts. 
(Clarke, 1978, p.77) 

Few would argue against having a more peaceful, charitable, con
siderate and compassionate world and we could spend a large 
amount of time anguishing over the dismal state of society. 
But, after doing so, we probably would not have come any closer 
to solving the problem of vandalism. 

B. INADEQUATE PARENTING 

The second category of causes 
called the "inadequate parents" theory. 
expressed in a number of different ways: 
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If the working mothers stayed home and raised tteir 
own children, and disciplined them when necessary (I 
don't mean a beating) it could help a whole lot. 

- a Cambridge resident 

My personal belief is that parents and adult 
neighbours are responsible for much of this problem. 
Parents [are responsible] because so many of them do 
not teach their children the value of property in 
their own home or in their neighbourhood. 

- a Toronto resident 

I blame the parents because I always knew where my 
children were and with whom they were associating, 
even as teenagers. 

- a Burlington resident 

Both parents should be required to attend classes on 
their responsibility to their children in teaching 
respect of private and public property. 

- a Windsor resident 

and the City of Barrie mentions the following as a major cause 

of vandalism: 

The decay of parental responsibility in teaching 
children the moral and social responsibilities of 

citizenship. 

The basic assumption seems to be very similar to that 
already described. In this particular case, however, the reason 
that there is perceived to be a decline in social responsibility 
is more explicitly noted: parents are accused of being 
irresponsible in bringing up their children. The types of 
irresponsibility attributed to parents varies. Generally 
speaking, however, there is the assumption that all parents have 
the ability, but lack the motivation, to monitor and control 
their children adequately. Often there is a further presumption 
that society generally, and the criminal justice system in 
particular, should be able to do something to motivate parents 
to exercise their responsibility. 

This perceived cause is based on a number of question
able assumptions. In the first place, it seems to assume that 
parents really do not care about the vandalism caused by their 
children. Although the research did not include a separate 
study of parents' views about the vandalism caused by their 
children, studies in other areas of youthful deviance, such as 
truancy show that parents are, indeed, quite disturbed by the 
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de;iance of their offspring (Nielson and Gerber, 1979). Also, 
eVldence from researchers who have studied interactions between 
parents and juveniles apprehended for committing offences would 
suggest that most parents react quite positively to suggestions 
for treatment of some sort or another for their offending child 
~nd v:ry few (fewer than two per cent) of parents of offending 
Juvenlles are characterized in police reports about them as 
b~ing "negative", that is, doing such things as encouraging 
dlsobedience (Dooh and Chan, 1978). All of this is not to imply 
that all parents are ideal in their handling of children or that 
no parent could ever have contributed to his child's vandalism. 
But the view that the parents generally have adequate knowledge 
and resources but have chosen not to use them is not sustained 
by the evidence. 

This explanation for vandalism is also a rather 
pessimistic one for much the same reason that the social decay 
theory as pessimistic: it is not clear, even if the cause of 
v~ndalism could be seen to be the parents, that it would be a 
slmple matter to change the parents. After all since most 
children commit v~ndalism it suggests that about ni~ety per cent 
of pa~ent~ ar~ ln~dequate. Like the previous explanation, 
vanda.llsm lS, ln thlS explanation, a symptom of a more serious 
problem. If this cause were seen to be a prominent one it . ' seems more approprlate to look at the central problem 
inadeq~ate parenting, rather than to look at the symptom of it: 
vandallsm. However, as already implied, the motivation of the 
pa:en~s does no~ seem to be a major factor in causing vandalism. 
ThlS lssue is dlscussed more fully in the section of the report 
relating to suggestions for remedies. 

C. LENIENT COURTS 

One of the most frequently mentioned causes of vandal
ism was the presumed leniency of the courts. As in almos tall 
surveys that have been done on the topic, the dispositions set 
by the courts are seen by many observers as too lenient. This 
suggestion came from many individuals, municipalities and 
organizations. 

When offenders are caught our laws at present do not 
provide sufficient deterrent. 

- a Guelph resident 

We have a lot of good children too, and do not mean 
all are bad, but the courts should be tougher with the 
bad ones. 

- a Cambridge resident 
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I don't pretend to have any answers but I truly 
believ;that the police do their job but the courts 
are far too lenient with the offenders when they are 
caught. 

- a Burlington resident 

It would appear that this situation has gotten 
completely out of hand and I would suggest heavier 
penalties and restitution could act as a more 
effective deterrent to help control this very serious 
and frightening situation. 

- a Windsor resident 

Repeatedly, these same people have been brought to the 
tribunal to account for their acts of theft, vandalism 
and destruction. Repeatedly, these same people have 
been dismissed with minimal or no punishment. 

- Winchester Chamber of Commerce 

We feel our Police are doing a good job in apprehend
ing the offenders, however, the penalties assessed by 
our courts are far too lenient and often provide very 
little deterrent. 

- South Easthope Farmers' Mutual 
Fire Insurance Company 

Because of the great deal of public concern and in 
particular because the terms of reference called specifically 
for an assessment of the role cf the juvenile and criminal 
justice system in dealing with vandalism, special emphasis was 
given to the question of the presumed leniency of the courts. 

One interesting point that must be made about all of 
these perceptions of undue leniency by the courts is that hard 
data are seldom used to back up the assertions of leniency. It 
is not clear why the courts have this image; what is reasonably 
certain, however, is that the assertions made to the Task Force 
were made almost exclusively on the basis of inadequate or 
incomplete information. 

As was quite forcefully pointed out by one judge, the 
courts can only deal with evidence that is before them and can 
only make dispositions within the general guidelines of the law 
as it is interpreted by the courts of appeal. Furthermore, it 
was pointed out that when a sentencing decision is reported in 
the public media, usually only a small fraction of the number of 
considerations the judge was forced to take into account are 
reported. Often the sentence that is reported is described 
primarily in terms of the offence committed with little or no 
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reference to other factors that the court is required to take 
into consideration on sentencing. Thus, for example, the nature 
of the offence and the views of the victim might receive a lot 
of coverage along with the comment that certain people saw the 
sentence as too lenient. But the same report might not contain 
the fact that the offender had no record, showed remorse, had 
pleaded gUilty, and had offered restitution. The determination 
of the appropriate sentence for an adult or disposition for a 
young person is a complicated weighing of competing values and 
interests where the judge gets relatively little guidance 
(Hogarth, 1971). 

The concern about the dispositions of the courts is 
not new. In the English publication, Saturday Review of August 
30, 1862, it was noted that: 

It is clear that we have not yet found out what to do 
with our criminals. We neither reform them, nor hang 
them, not keep them under lock and key, nor ship them 
off to the Antipodes. Our moral sewage is neither 
deodorized nor floated out to sea but remains in the 
midst of us polluting and poisoning our own air. 

Because this perception of the court is so widespread, 
a few of the people who expressed this opinion were asked to 
explain the basi~ of ~heir view. As an example, one township 
reeve wrote, saYlng, We feel the court's response to the law 
breakers involved [in vandalism] can only be described as 
lenient and weak." It was sugges ted to him that "i t would be 
helpful for the work of this Task Force if we could be informed 
of the actual range or distribution of dispositions for the acts 
of vandalism you refer to." In this case, as in others, no 
reply was received. 

In this context, it should be remembered that there is 
at present a very important distinction that must be made when 
considering dispositions for juveniles and for adults. When a 
young person turns sixteen in Ontario, he or she is an adult for 
the purp?ses of the criminal law and is processed by the adult 
courts 1f apprehended for an offence committed after the 
sixteenth birthday. In the adult court, various considerations 
such as the nature and gravity of the offence are supposed to be 
considered in deciding on the appropriate disposition. In 
juve~ile case~, . such sentencing principles are modified by the 
speclfic prOV1S10ns of the Juvenile Delinquents Act. Although 
the federal government has introduced legislation to replace the 
Juvenile Delinquents Act, at present the Juvenile Delinquents 
Act provides: 
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3. (2) 

20. (5) 

38. 

Where a child is adjudged to have committed 
a delinquency he shall be dealt with, not as 
an offender, but as one in a condition of 
delinquency and therefore requiring help and 
guidance and proper supervision. 

The action taken shall, in every case, be 
that which the court is of opinion the 
child's own good and the best interests of 
the community require. 

This Act shall be liberally construed in 
order that its purpose may be carried out, 
namely, that the care and custody and 
discipline of a juvenile delinquent shall 
approximate as nearly as may be that which 
should be given by his parents, and that as 
far as practicable every juvenile delinquent 
shall be treated, not as a criminal, but as 
a misdirected and misguided child, and one 
needing aid, encouragement, help and 

assistance. 

The implications of these sections of the present 
legislation are important because they set the terms under which 
~uveniles are dealt with by the courts. It should also be 
~emembered that the separate system for dealing with juveniles 
originated from an explicit belief that juveniles should be 
dealt with differently, that they were not offenders per se, but 
rather were young people in a state of delinquency, and that the 
emphasis should be on non-institutional dispositions involving 
probat.ion. Tl,us, when we look more carefully at the operation 
of the juvenile justice system, we have to remember that the 
police and judges working in it are working with a law with 
purposes that are quite different from the purposes of adult 
criminal law. The obvious and important implication of this is 
that the offence is not supposed to be the direct determinant of 
the disposition of the court. Under the Juvenile Delinquents 
A:!t, it would appear that the offence can be used to help the 
j~d~e understand the nature of help, supervision, and guidance 
the juvenile needs; it is not, however, to be used directly to 
determine disposition. In brief, the philosophy of our juvenile 
justice legislation is that it is more important that the 
"punishment" should fit the "criminal" than the crime. 

Before we look at the actual operation of the court 
with respect to vandalism, it is worthwhile to consider the 
nature of the intake into the court and the possible effects 
that the court and the criminal or juvenile justice system could 
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have. As already pointed out, almost all young people who 
filled o~t the vandalism self-report survey indicated that they 
had comIDltted at least one act of vandalism during the previous 
twelve month period. In addition, these same respondents 
indicated that almost invariably they had not been caught for 
acts of vandalism. Indeed, only 3% of the high school students 
indicated that they had ~ been apprehended by the police for 
acts of vandalism. It should be noted that this does not even 
mean that the real apprehension rate is 3%. These percentage 
figures refer to individual persons rather than separate acts of 
vandalism: each of those people who were appre hended had 
obviously committed a number of undetected acts of vandalism. 
Thus the juvenile and adult justice systems are faced with an 
extremely low apprehension rate. 

Lest it be misinterpreted, it must be pointed out that 
this low apprehension rate is best considered an inherent pro
blem of vandalism: the people who commit acts of vandalism are 
unlikely to commit them if there is apparently any likelihood of 
apprehension. In contrast, most assaults take place between 
people who know each other. Apprehension for vandalism is also 
difficult because, unlike other property crimes, such as theft, 
wh~re the ~ff~nder retains the stolen goods, there is seldom any 
eV1dence llnklng the vandal with the act after the offence has 
been committed. Thus, unless the rerson is seen identified ~ , , 
and reported at the time he is committing an offence it is 
almost certain that he will not be caught. Therefo:e, the 
police should not be criticized for being inefficient in 
apprehending vandals: without massive increases in police 
expenditure such that almost all property was constantly under 
active surveillance, it is unreasonable to expect that the 
police could be more effective in apprehending vandals. 

A few words must be salJ about the view that appre
hension or clearance rates by police are considerably higher 
than sugges ted here. For example, Commissioner H. H. Graham of 
the Ontario Provincial Police, stated in a letter to the Task 
Force: "The national average clearance rate of approximately 20% 
affords the would-be perpetrators of such unlawful acts, reason
able assurance against being apprehended." These apprehension 
rates are based on "clearances" as a proportion of number of 
vandalism reports received. Since one of the reasons commonly 
given for not reporting offences to the police is that the 
vi:tim ~er:eives l~ttle likelihood that the police could do any
thlng, lt 1S plauslble to assume that a disproportionate number 
of instances of vandalism would be recorded where there is a 
known suspect. In other words, the apprehension rate seems high 
because the cases reported to the police are more likely to be 
cases where there is at least a suspect. Those without a 
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suspect would be less likely to be reported. Thus high 
clearance rates may reflect reporting practices more than 
efficiency of apprehension. As discussed above, there is every 
indication from Task Force data and from victimization studies 
done elsewhere that only a small proportion of acts of vandalism 
come to the attention of the police. The public, for the most 
part, are quite pragmatic in their reporting strategy: they 
apparently do not bother to report minor offences where they see 
~he likelihood of apprehension to be low. However, there may be 
important differences across the province in the visibility and 
the likelihood of reporting new acts of vandalism. Reporting 
rates might, for example, be higher for certain kinds of 
offences in rural as compared to urban areas. At this point, 
however, there are no systematic data to help predict reporting 
or clearance rates across communities for acts of vandalism. 

To return to the issue at hand, the fact is that very 
few people are apprehended for their acts of vandalism. 
However, it would be a mistake to think that even this small 
proportion of vandalism cases will end up before the court. 
From a number of different sources, such as Conly (1978), it is 
known that the likelihood of going to court is itself quite low 
in many and perhaps most jurisdictions. The poliee and social 
science researchers are in complete agreement about their 
description of this fact: for example in the 1979 annual report 
of the Metropolitan Toronto Police, it is reported that only 
about one fifth of the juveniles known to have committed 
offences are charged. This figure obviously varies some ,That 
from jurisdiction to jurisdiction; the general findings remain 
the same, however. It is a good assumption that only a small 
proportion of young people apprehended for offences will go to 
court. 

The situation is ve~y different for adults; they tend 
to be charged for offences if they are apprehended. With 
juveniles, however, the story does not stop here. A number of 
studies have shown that offence-seriousness is one of the 
factors considered by police officers in arriving at their 
decision as to whether to chat'ge a juvenile. Thus, in a study 
by Doob and Chan (978), it was shown that the likelihood of a 
juvenile going to court for a minor offence was significantly 
less than where the offence was more serious. As the self
report study carried out by the Task Force shows, most instances 
of vandalism are best described as minor. Therefore it should 
not be surprising that only a small fraction of vandalism cases 
are taken to court; the large majority are disposed of by the 
police as "cautions": the young person is taken to his parents, 
is warned not to engage in the behaviour again, and the only 
record that exists lies with the poli.ce. In the study referred 
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FREQUENCY OF INDIVIDUAL DISPOSITIONS 
GIVEN TO JUVENILE OFFENDERS 

Vandalism Theft-Under 
% % 

Community Service 
.Orders 11.1 2.7 

Restitution 43.1 4.5 

Fines 0.0 3.6 

Donations to Charity 2.0 5.5 

Probation 19.6 21.8 

Training School 0.7 1.8 

Family Court Clinic/ 
Children's Aid Society 
referrals 3.3 8.2 

Cases Adjourned 
Sine Die 39.9 54.5 

Cases Dismissed 4.6 1.8 

Cases Withdrawn 11.8 4.5 

Conditional Discharges 3.3 1.8 
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Break & 
% 

7.5 

22.6 

9.4 

7.5 

31.1 

4.7 

6.6 

29.1 

0.9 

9.4 

0.0 

- --- ----------- ----- ---------~ -------------

FREQUENCY OF INDIVIDUAL DISPOSITIONS 
GIVEN TO ADULT OFFENDERS 

Vandalism Theft-Under Break & Enter % % % 

Enter 

Fines 29.3 21.4 5.3 
Restitution 27.4 2.6 11.6 
Community Service 
Orders 2.8 0.0 1.1 
Probation 48.1 49.6 49.5 
Incarceration 4.7 0.9 26.3 
Conditional Discharges 2206 40.2 7.4 
Suspended Sentences 14.2 8.5 33.7 
Absolute Discharges 0.0 2.6 0.0 
Cases Dismissed 6.6 7.7 0.0 
Cases Withdrawn 22.6 18.8 27.4 
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When one looks at the results, it is also important to 
remember that Parliament has made some statement about the 
relative severity of different kinds of offences in the criminal 
justice system: the maximum penalties set out by Parliament in 
the Criminal Code presumably are reserved for the worst possible 
offender for the worst possible offence. In the case of break
ing and entering a private dwelling, the maximum penalty is life 
imprisonment (section 306 (l)(d)), for breaking. and entering.a 
.building other than a private dwelling the maX1mum penal~y :s 
fourteen years (section 306 (1)(e)), for theft under $200 1t 1S 
two years if the Crown proceeds by indictment and 6 months if by 
summary conviction (section 294). For "vandalism" the penalties 
Would of course depend on the exact charge, but for wilful , , . 
damage the penalty would be 6 months (section 3~8 (1), sect1~n 
722) for mischief to public property, the maX1mum penalty 1S , . 
fourteen years, and mischief to private property, the maX1mum 
penalty is five years (section 387 (3)(a), (4)(a)). In summary, 
then, it would be fair to say that the maximum penalties for 
break and enter would tend to be heavier than for vandalism; for 
theft under $200, the maximum penalties would tend to be 
lighter. 

When one looks at the results of the dispositions for 
juvenile offenders, it is not clear that this ordering is 
followed. Without going into detail, it would appear that 
vandalism is treated by the court in a manner comparable to 
break and enter and, predictably, more seriously than theft 
under $200. 

For adults, it would appear that the dispositions are 
clearly more severe for vandalism than for minor thefts, but are 
somewhat less severe than for breaking and entering. 

Although it is difficult to evaluate the appropri
ateness of dispositions generally in the juvenile or the 
criminal justice systems it does not appear that there are any 
significant anomalies in the data that were gathered. Among 
other things, as described in more detail in Appendix 2, the 
existence of some previous involvement with the court tended to 
increase the severity for both juveniles and for adults. In 
particular, adults and juveniles with previous court records 
were more likely to be incarcerated. This was true for all 
offences examined. 

In summary, then, the assumption that many people hold 
about the leniency of the court in vandalism cases does deserve 
to be challenged in its own right. The courts do not treat 
vandalism less seriously than they do comparable offences. 
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Even if the courts were unusually lenient on vandals 
it is questionable whether that could properly be described as a 
cause of vandalism. In the past ten years or so, there has been 
an enormous amount of interest in the general area of deterrence 
as a crime prevention strategy. Although this topic is often 
associated most closely with the capital punishment debate, it 
is a topic which can be investigated more generally than that 
limited issue. 

BLiefly, the questions that can be raised are as 
follows: (a) To what extent is perceived leniency of the courts 
a cause of crime, (b) What kinds of legislation or practice can 
deter people from crime, and (c) Is deterrence (or the lack of 
it) important in understanding the amount of crime in the 
community? 

Obviously, the relationship between the amount of 
crime and sentencing practices in the criminal or juvenile 
justice system is important. If we could lower the crime rate 
by a centrally-made decision, this approach would, undoubtedly, 
be less costly than most other approaches. 

The resea.rch published on deterrence reflects a large 
variety of approaches to the problem. For example, Henry (1978) 
looked at the relationship of average sentence length to the 
amount of crime officially recorded in an area. In that study 
it was shown that although there was variation in the average 
sentence and the amount of crime in the various judicial 
districts in Ontario, these two phenomena -- the typical 
sentence and the rate of particular offences -- were themselves 
unrelated. 

An alternative approach was used by a number of other 
researchers (Chiricos and Waldo, 1970), in which apprehension 
rates (and sentences as well) were compared to official crime 
rates. Again, the results are reasonably consistent: ap
prehension rates but not sentences appear to be related to crime 
rates for certain crimes. Where people have a higher likelihood 
of apprehension, the rate of reported offending seems to be 
lower. 

When the perceptions of offenders or potential 
offenders are examined, the data become even clearer (see, for 
example, Jensen, Erickson and Gibbs, 1978 or Anderson, Chiricos, 
and Waldo, 1977). The perceived likelihood of personally being 
apprehended for an offence is the best predictor of the likeli
hood of offending: not surprisingly, those perceiving a high 
likelihood of themselves being apprehended do not commit 
offences. The recent reviews (for example, Webb, 1980; Law 
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Reform Commission of Canada, 1976a; Walker, 1979; Teevan, 1976) 
on this topic have concluded that the important factor in 
deterrence is the perceived likelihood of apprehension rather 
than the objective likelihood of apprehension or the length of 
sentence given to those apprehended. 

In other words, there is strong evidence in the em
pirical literature that changes in the sentences of the court 
will not alone affect the amount of vandalism in our society. 
Furthermore, as already discussed, it seems unlikely that it 
will be easy for the police to apprehend more vandals. In a 
recent article, Webb (1980) suggests that it is probably 
unreasonable to see deterrence as being relevant for all kinds 
of crimes for all kinds of criminals. Although our immediate 
reaction might be to reject this conclusion, on further 
reflection it is evident that a theory of general deterrence 
through sentencing does not easily fit with the view that there 
are many reasons why people commit offences. 

The source of the public's faith in sentencing as a 
deterrent is, itself, an interesting question. However, it 
seems to be strongly supported by statements made by public 
officials and reported in the newspapers. 

The Council ••• would respectfully urge Your Honour to 
make strong recommendations to the Attorney General 
with respect to ••• the need for new legislation or 
amendments to existing legislation to provide 
penalties for vandalistic acts which would be severe 
enough to serve as a deterrent to the perpetrator and 
those who might contemplate such activity. 

- City of St. Catharines 

Persons being convicted of vandal type offences 
[should] be dealt with severely which would act as a 
deterrent. 

- Chief of Police, Lindsay 

Now therefore be it resolved that the Council of the 
Township of Oakland petition the Attorney General of 
Ontario to undertake the following actions with 
respect to vandalism and related incidents: ••• Instruct 
the Courts to respond more firmly with all offende~s, 
i.e. complete restitution, longer sentences, community 
work equivalent to the damage, etc. 

- Townsr.!.p of Oakland 

It is apparent that present day punishment for wanton 
and senseless vandalism is not a deterrent ••• The 
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Courts must impose a more meaningful penalty for 
conviction of vandalism which we suggest should be . " ln the form of restitution by those convicted. 

- Ontario Legislative Committee 
Canadian Railway Labour 
Association 

Whereas the incidence of vandalism continues to 
increase; 

And whereas the municipalities and the property owners 
must bear the cost of this destruction' , 
And whereas it is apparent that the laws are 
ineffective as a deterrent to rh;~ ~rimo' 

-"---_ ~.r- ~u.a._, 

Be it resolved that the Federal and Provincial 
Attorneys-General be requested to convene a meeting of 
elected officials from the three levels of Government 
and of Police officials, for the purpose of discussing 
a change in the l~w that would provide heavier 
penalties as well as restitution to the victims of 
vandalism; 

- Town of Trenton 

Perhaps it is an attractive view because it implies that if only 
a few people, namely judges, changed their behaviour, the social 
problem would go away. 

It is worth repeating at this point that a substantial 
portion of the public favours longer sentences for convicted 
vandals in part because of belief in the deterrent effect of 
these sentences. However, it is possible ~hat these views about 
the effectiveness of long sentences as a deterrent may not be 
very strongly held. During the course of the study the Task 
Force was very fortunate to have the opportuni ty to appear on 
the London, Ontario two-way cable television system. This 
system enables the cable television subscribers to watch a 
~res~ntation on an issue such as vandalism and to respond 
lmmedlately through the system to questions raised on the pro
gram. On the program the question was asked initj ally whether 
people fnvoured imprisonment for second convictions for vandals: 
forty-five percent of the respondents answered in the affirma
tive. This was followed by a very short discussion about the 
ineffectiveness of heavy sentences in deterring vandals. When 
the same question was asked again the proportion of the viewing 
audience favouring this form of disposition dropped to 31%. 
Although this is a substantial drop we must not lose sight of 
the fact that almost one third of the respondents still favoured 
inca:ceration •. The courts need to recognize this if they are to 
remaln responslve to the currents of public opinion. Incarcer
ation should remain a viable possibility to prevent offenders 
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and the general public from losing respect for the judicial 
system. 

That the general public is not fully aware of the 
research findings in the area of deterrence should not be 
surprlslng. It is an area of research in criminology that only 
recently has received a great deal of attention. This research 
cannot be set out in great detail in this report. However, a 
few points are worth making. In the first place, deterrence is 
based on the assumption that a person will have before him 
certain information about the likelihood of apprehension and the 
likely penalty he will receive if apprehended. It is presumed, 
then, that through some form of rational process, th~ person 
will make a decision as to whether he will commit the offence: 
if he calculates that the risks are worth it or the threatened 
punishment is sufficiently light, then the presumption is that 
he will commit the offending act; if he decides that the chances 
of apprehension are too high and the punishment is too severe, 
the presumption is that he will not commit the act. 

Put this way, the difficulties or the limitations with 
deterrence theory become clearer. In the first place, it can 
only be presumed to deal with a portion of offences, in 
particular those offences where the perpetrator goes through 
this logical process (Webb, 1980). Deterrence is presumably not 
relevant for those offences which might be called impulsive or 
where this logical analysis of the consequences does not take 
place. Although it is not clear exactly what portion of 
vandalism falls into this general category, it is clear that 
unlike armed robbery, corporate fraud or counterfeiting, some 
acts of vandalism are best described as impulsive -- decided on 
and committed without the planning and weighing of the 
consequences necessary for deterrence. Deterrence also is 
obviously not a relevant approach to crime prevention for those 
few who might commit offences even though they perceived the 
likelihood of apprehension and the severity of the penalty to be 
high. Skyjackers and some political assassins seem to fall into 
this category. 

The second issue which must be considered is the 
relevance of deterrence to understanding the reasons why people 
do or do not commit vandalism. Again, as Webb (1980) pointed 
out, deterrence is probably not the reason why most people, as 
they grow older, decrease the amount of vandalism they do. 
There are other, more basic reasons. Most readers of this 
report, for example, probably have not committed vandalism in 
the previous twenty-four hours. This undoubtedly has more to do 
with their own interests, motivation, and socialization than it 
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as a deterrent. (3) Publicity campaigns can, for a short time, 
increase people's perception of the likelihood that they would 
be apprehended, but this cannot be sustained unless the actual 
likelihood of cpprehension is similarly affected. 

clude: 
These findings have led one research study to con-

It is clearly inappropriate to give way to those who 
demand that the full weight of the law must be brought 
down upon those who are responsible. Such demands ••• 
are particularly strong when people are aware only of 
the more dramatic incidents of damage, supposedly 
involving 'hard-core' delinquents. But substantial 
proportions of our children, especially those living 
in large cities, are involved in vandalism. For t?ose 
[above the age of criminal responsibility] the mlnor 
nature of most offences would point to cautioning as 
the most appropriate disposal but when they do end up 
in court, it would be clearly unfair to impose heavy 
penalties in the hope -- largely unsupported by 
available research -- that others might as c;. result be 
deterred from such behaviour. Placing a child in some 
form of secure provision in the public interest would 
only be justified if a boy or girl had appeared 
repeatedly before the courts for more serious offe~c~s 
of vandalism. Finally, current forms of rehablll
tative treatment for juvenile offenders are of 
doubtful effectiveness and those involving residential 
placement are expensive and may even be counter
productive. 

An additional reason why deterrent solutions to the 
problem are of limited value is that very few vandals 
are caught.... (Clarke, 1978, p. 70) 

To repeat, then, making penalties for apprehended 
vandals heavier will not likely affect the actual amount of 
vandalism that takes place. People may, however, want harsher 
sentences for other reasons (for example, to give the offender 

• i what they see as his "just deserts" or to express soclety s 
abhorrence of the act itself). These other justifications may 
not be relevant to decreasing the amount of vandalism in society 
but they may be very important in maintaining public respect and 
support for the administration of justice. 

We are left then with directly conflicting views. On 
one hand, the social science evidence appears to demonstrate the 
ineffectiveness of harsher penalties in deterring many types of 

62 

crime. On the other hand, there seems to be a substantial 
portion of the public desiring a more severe form of punishment 
for convicted vandals. The solution to this dilemma, then, may 
lay in looking for some middle ground. A balance must be struck 
between giving sentences that are fair to the offender, while 
ensuring that vandals are held responsible for the consequences 
of their actions. Therefore, it is recommended that, 

As a general principle in sentencing vandals, the 
court should impose a sentence that will be perceived 
by the offender and the community alike as commensu
rate with the seriousness of the act. 

Given the nature of the majority of offences, it is 
unlikely that in most cases for most convicted vandals 
(especially juveniles) custodial dispositions are appropriate; 
therefore, attention should be given to the possible increased 
use of "middle range" dispositions such as fines, community 
service orders, and restitution by the offender. Accordingly, 
it is recommended that, 

Alternatives to imprisonment such as restitution and 
community service, should be considered in sentencing 
persons convicted of vandalism. 

Because vandalism is a criminal offence, dispositions 
for vandalism should be consider~d in conjunction with 
dispositions for all other criminal offences. Vandalism should 
not be singled out. Therefore, it is recommended that, 

Sentences for persons convicted of vandalism should be 
commensurate with sentences given for similar criminal 
offences. 

D. BOREDOM 

One quite different explanation for vandalism is that 
vandalism is the product of boredom and a particular stage of 
adolescent development. In comparison with other activities 
available to young people vandalism seems like fun. Related to 
this explanation is the suggestion that society tends not to 
provide the kinds of recreational or, more specifically, the 
"unstructured" kinds of activities that young people aged 
approximately twelve to sixteen like to do. Because it was not 
possible to do a complete survey of recreational opportunities 
(as contrasted with recreational facilities or programs) that 
are available to various age groups it is difficult to know 
whether our society lacks enough unstructured activities for 
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young people. However, it does seem to be a concern that is 
worth considering. 

Tlp self-report surveys asked students to indicate why 
they committed particular acts of vandalism. Clearly, the 
explanation that is given in such a setting must be interpreted 
for what it is: a retrospective account of an explanation for 
behaviour where, even at the time when the act of vandalism was 
taking place the person may not have been completely aware of 
the reasons for the act. Nevertheless, 52% of the respondents 
indicated the major reason for their engaging in the act was 
that they were bored or the act of vandalism itself wa~ fu~, or 
both. Accordingly, it seems that the issue of recreat10n 1S an 
important one to explore in understanding the motivation for and 
possibly solutions to vandalism. If such a.large per~entage of 
young people complain of being bored at a t1me when 1t appears 
that there are more recreational facilities and progr~ms 
available than ever before, it may be important to determ1ne 
whether they have recreational needs and opportunities in 
addition to and outside of formal recreational programs. 

Thus, it is recommended that, 

When recreation strategies are being considered as 
part of a vandalism prevention program, ~onsi~e~ation 
should be given not only to the avallablilty of 
facilities and formal programs but also to the 
availability of acceptable natural recreational 
opportunities for young people. 

Recreation is discussed further in Chapter 5. 

It is probably worth noting in this context that the 
data collected from the small sample of training school wards 
(Appendix 5) suggest that for special groups, the causes may 
have been somewhat different, and that boredom or lack of 
recreation may have been less important. 

E. PEER PRESSURE 

Related to the boredom theory of causation is the 
observation that much vandalism is done while young people are 
in groups. In the self-report surveys carried out by the Task 
Force, for example, 64% of the acts that were described were 
done when the young person was in the presence of others. Data 
such as these are often used to support the notion that vandal
ism is a result of peer pressure. The difficulty with this as 
an explanation is that peer pressure can operate in either 
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direction: to increase or to decrease vandalism. Nevertheless, 
peer pressure is sometimes recommended as a solution to vandal
ism. Usually "negative" peer pressure is said to be the cause 
and "positive" peer pressure the solution. However, that only 
demonstrates that peer pressure is a concern that requires other 
factors to explain it. 

Perhaps people commit acts of vandalism when they are 
in the company of others simply because these acts are felt to 
be more fun or are more likely to be recognized when done in 
groups than when done alone. In addition, it is possible that 
it is more exciting to do something that is prohibited when with 
others than when alone. 

In some cases, of course, being with other people is 
critical. Psychologists, such as Zimbardo (1969), have written 
about concepts they refer to as "contagion" and "de
individuation" whereby the presence of others serves to 
exaggerate or to make possible certain kinds of acts that would 
not be committed if the person were alone. For example, people 
appear to be more willing to inflict harm on others when in a 
group because the group allows a certain amount of anonymity as 
well as the diffusion of responsibility among the group 
members. 

F. DEVELOPMENTAL FACTORS 

The final cause of vandalism to be discussed in this 
section is the process of development from adolescence to 
adulthood. Vandalism ma.y be a natural consequence of growing 
up. As one author pointed out, 

[V]andalism is seen as the not unexpected expression 
of certain developmental needs of young children and 
adolescents who are being brought up (i) under current 
norms of parental supervision which allow children 
considerable freedom of movement and self
determination of leisure pursuits and (ii) under the 
conditions which prevail in our cities of high density 
living and the 'public' ownership of large categories 
of property. (Clarke, 1978, p. 70) 

It should be pointed out immediately that this 
explanation does not imply that we necessarily have to accept 
vandalism in all of its various forms. It does however , , 
suggest that we should think about the problem in ways that are 
somewhat different from the view that vandalism is in some way 
pathological or unnatural, just as we seldom think of taking the 
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towels and ashtrays from hotels, drinking and driving, or inc?me 
tax evasion as pathological. There are many offences Wh1Ch 
adults commit that should be considered in this context. 

One observation that is relevant to this view of 
vandalism is that very young children do things which could be 
described as vandalism but are never referred to as such. For 
example, a three-year-old who clearly knows that her pare~ts 
disapprove of her writing on the wall may, nevertheless, wr:te 
on the wall. Seldom is this behaviour referred to as vandal1sm 
even though it might be easily demonstrabl~ that the child had 
full understanding of the nature and consequences of her des
tructive behaviour. Similarly, in the probably apocryphal story 
about the first United States president, George Washington, 
chopping down the cherry tree, George is seldom referred ~o as a 
young vandal who grew up to be president. Inst~ad, the 1nc~1-
patory statement that George made to his father 18 used to ra1se 
George's credibility: the fact that he is not described to 
generations of students as a self-confessed vandal is given 
little prominence. George obviously is not an exceptional case; 
most young people in such situations would not be thought of as 
vandals. However, as the child matures we become less and less 
tolerant of such behaviour. Even George Washington would have 
been thought of as a vandal if both he and the cherry tree had 
been a little older! 

The self-report data suggest that the incidence of 
vandalism is highly related to age. As shown in Figure 1 in 
Chapter 2, the incidence of vandalism seems to.increase rather 
dramatically with age up to about fifteen or slxteen years old 
and then to drop off. Presumably, as with many adolescent 
problems the challenge is to find ways to control this maturing 
process 'and to divert the unacceptable vandalism to other 
activities. 

G. OTHER CAUSES 

A variety of other suggestions have been made with re
spect to the causes of vandalism. Individuals and organizations 
who have written to the Task Force have suggested that vandalism 
is caused by various forms of emotional disturbance, alcohol and 
other drugs, or learning disabilities. 

Lenient liquor laws are believed to be conducive to 
crime. It is felt that many commit vandalism while 
their judgement is impaired by liquor and/or drugs. 

- Kirkland Lake Public Library 
Board 
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I am thoroughly convinced that the empirical evidence 
available is strong enough to suggest that the corre
lation between learning disabilities and vandalism is 
begging to be researched. 

In your deliberations on vandalism we would urge you 
to consider taking a serious look at the possibility 
that many acts of vandalism are committed by learning 
disabled children and youth "getting even" with a 
society that has consistently failed to understand 
their special needs. 

- Ontario Association for 
Children with Learning 
Disabilities 

Obviously explanations such as thes:::! may be relevant 
for that portion of the population committing offences while 
under the influence of drugs or alcohol or who suffer from 
difficulties such as learning disabilities. It should he kept 
in mind, however, that this type of explanation does not help 
account for the overall high rate of vandalism in the youth 
population. 

A report prepared for the Office of Juvenile Justice 
and Delinquency Prevention of the Law Enforcement Assistance 
Administration in the U.S. Department of Justice concluded: 

Explanations of delinquent behavior based on presumed 
personality differences, presumed biological differ
ences, and a presumed connection between learning dis
abilities and delinquency have been subject to intense 
scrutiny and are not supported. On the basis of the 
evidence, individual psychotherapy, group counseling, 
casework, and other program efforts to apply these 
explanations should be rejected. In addition, early 
identification or selection for treatment based on 
personality test scores, individual socioeconomic 
level, intact vs. broken homes, or criminal histories 
of parents is not recommended. All of these factors 
have been found to have little or no utility in pre
dicting delinquent behavior. (Delinquency prevention, 
1979, pp. 92-93) 

The report then voiced pessimism about the general 
"indi vidual therapy" or treatment approach to delinquency which 
ignores the larger social context in which the young person 
finds himself: 
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Despite having some plausible theoretical or cor
relational basis, a number of programs should be 
rejected on the basis of their repeated failure to 
demonstrate effectiveness in reducing delinquency 
after having been tried and evaluated. These include 
behavior modification confined to treatment settings, 
wilderness programs without followup in clients' home 
communities, most forms of family therapy, recreation 
programs, employment programs that merely consume 
time, detached work in street gangs, and increasing 
the severity of punishment for wrongdoing. In 
addition, there are logical grounds for believing the 
following to be ineffective prevention practices: 
Admonishing young persons to associate with a better 
crowd; lecturing youth on the merits of respecting 
parents, teachers, or representatives of the justice 
system using individual treatment to counter the 
effects of negative labeling; and persuading young 
persons to reduce their aspirations. (p. 93) 

Some of the perceived causes of vandalism have now 
been discussed. Clearly the causes must be evaluated in terms 
of what is known about vandalism (for example, that most young 
people commit acts of vandalism every year). It seems unlikely 
that vandalism can be reduced to a single cause. Thus it is 
reasonable to expect that most of these perceived causes deal 
with some portion, however small, of the problem. Therefore, in 
understanding the problem of vandalism it probably is not 
productive to argue at length for or against the relevance of a 
particular explanLtion, since each may be, to a greater or 
lesser extent, a valid explanation. 

On the other hand, from a public point of view, and 
especially rrom a practical point of view, we must c.onsider 
whether a particular cause is likely to account for a large or a 
small amount of vandalism. Thus even though technically a cause 
may be valid, it may, from a practical point of view, not 
account for a major part of the vandalism problem. 
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CHAPTER 4 

Current Approaches to Vandalism 

At present in Ontario there 
available for tackling the bl are a number of methods 
already quite a vast netwJ:~ ~mlof vandalism. First there is 
punish vandals to obtain co 0 .aws that can be invoked to 
cases, to prev~nt vandalism mpensatlon from vandals and, in some 
been established for the·s :eC?;~ly, several programs have 
vandalism. p Cl lC purpose of preventing 

PART I 

LEGAL REMEDIES RELATING TO VANDALISM 

While there is little d b 
unlawful, the law does not . ou t that vandalism is 
legal concept Rather hrecognlZe vandalism as a distinct 
d . • , we ave a variety of off d eflned in the law that . ht ences an wrongs 
of vandalism. However ~g dcommon!y be related to the notion 
to vandalism we must 7h un erstan f'llly the law in relation 

ave some appr . . context of law. eClatlon of the Canadian 

NOTE ON CANADIAN CONTEXT OF LAW 

In Canadian society 0 I h 
There are a number of wa ur. aw as many dimensions. 
may be helpful to discus~St~~ ~eSCrlb{ t?ese dimensions, but it 
least four dimensions: bl.a~ r~ atlng to vandalism in at 
provincial-municipal and aPdUltl.~ prl.vate, federal-provincial, 

u -Juvenlle. 

Public law and private law 

Public law refers to th I 
behalf of and for the prote t. o;e aws that are enacted on 
general. Usually the ower~ l?n 0 the public, or society, in 
by the government or ~tate glVtehn undher the law are exercised 
R I ra er t an by priv t .. e evant examples are cri· I I . a e Cltlzens. 

mlna aw and Chlld welfare law. 

. Private law describes the law that relates 
regulatlon of conduct between indl.vl.duaJ_ to the 

citizens. It is the 
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private law that gives one private citizen the right of redress 
against another private citizen. The law of torts and the law 
of divorce are examples of private law. 

The layman is often confused by the distinction be
tween public and private law because the same incident can give 
rise to consequences under both the public and private law. If 
you are the subject of an unprovoked at tack, under t~e public 
law the state will prosecute the attacker for the o£fence of 
assault and a penalty may be imposed. Under the private law, 
you may personally sue the attacker in a civil action for 
compensation based on the tort of battery. 

Federal and provincial laws 

Under the major statute of our constitution, the 
British North America Act, the authority to make laws is divided 
between the Parliament of Canada and the Legislatures of the 
Provinces. Legislation passed by one level of government in an 
area exclusively reserved for the other level of government is 
invalid. For example, the Parliament of Canada has exclusive 
power with respect to criminal law. The Legislatures of the 
Provinces have exclusive power with respect to property and 
civil rights, the administration of justice in the province, and 
the imposition of punishments for enforcing those laws that a 
province has the power to make. 

As is obvious from these examples, the dividing line 
between the two spheres of authority is not always easy to draw. 
Forcible entry of a school could be dealt with as an offence 
under the federal criminal law or an offence under provincial 
trespass legislation that is enacted in relation to property and 
civil rightp in the province. 

Provincial laws and municipal by-laws 

Another dimension that may also be relevant is the 
provincial-municipal dimension. The provincial government, 
through the Municipal Act, has delegated to municipalitiesSthe 
power to make by-laws to regulate certain types of conduct and 
behaviour. For example, a council of a local municipality may 
pass a by-law prohibiting the defacing of signs (section 210 
paragraph 146) and may impose a fine for contravention of such a 
by-law (section 321). 

Adults and juveniles 

In Ontario, at the present time, different conse
quences are attached to an offence, whether criminal or 
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provinc~al, depending on whether the person committing the 
offence 1S over or under sixteen years of age. Persons sixteen 
years of age and over, even though they may have the general 
legal sta~us of a minor, are treated as adults when they are 
char¥ed W1t~ ~n off:nce. Persons under the age of sixteen who 
comm1~ ~ cr1m1nal offence, a provincial offence, or even breach 
a m~n1c1pal by-law, are dealt with under special federal legis
lat10n called the Juvenile Delinquents Act. No person under the 
age.of s~ven years may be convicted of an offence under federal 
leg1slat10n. 

Although a broad range of dispositions can be made 
u~der the Juvenile Delinquents Act, the philosophy is much 
d1ffere~t than. that applied to adult criminals. When a person 
under slxteen 1S found delinquent "he shall be dealt wi th not 
as an offender~ ~ut as one in a condition of delinquenc; and 
therefore. requ1r~ng help and guidance and proper supervision": 
the Juven1le Del1nquents Act, section 3 (2). 

The distinction in the treatment of persons sixteen 
years of age and over and under sixteen years is the result of 
f~deral legislation enacted pursuant to the authority of 
Parliament to make criminal law. 

. A~ we examine in greater detail the law relating to 
vand~11sm, 1t may appear disj ointed and unorganized. There is 
no s~ngle law that deals with acts of vandalism in a compre
hen~lve wa~, and there is no clear or coheSive policy that 
dec1des Wh1Ch law will be applied to an act of vaTIdalism. 
Nevertheless, we will see that when the various areas of law are 
brought togeth.er they establish a br<;>ad framework of legal 
methods of deal1ng with vandalism. The foregoing sketch of the 
context ?f Canadian law, while not necessarily justifying the 
unco-~rd1nated response to the law to vandalism, may help to 
expla1n why the law has developed in the way that it has. 

A. VANDALISM AND THE CRIMINAL LAW 

(1) OFFENCES 

(a) Mischief and Wilful Dam~ge 

. The mos~ common legal response to vandalism is to 
treat 1t as a cr1me. The criminal offence that deals most 
co~p:ehensively with vandalism is the offence of mischief. The 
Cr1mlnal Code of Canada defines mischief as follows: 
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387. (1) 
(a) 
(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

Everyone commits mischief who wilfully 
destroys or damages property, 
renders property dangerous, useless, in
operative or ineffective, 
obstructs interrupts or interferes with , . 
the lawful use, enjoyment or operatl0n of 
property, or 
obstructs, interrupts or interferes with 
any person in the lawful use, enjoyment 
or operation of property. 

Because of the significance of th,::- criminal law in 
dealing with vandalism, it is important to have a basic 
appreciation of the nature of a criminal offence in ?rder to 
understand when a criminal charge is or is not approprlate for 
dealing with an act of vandalism. Most criminal offences 
consist of a physical element (actus reus) and a m7ntal elem7nt 
(mens rea). Parliament, in creating an offence, WlII determlne 
the nature of each of these basic ele!ll.ents. The external 
element may be an act (for example, applying fo:ce to ano~her 
person), a set of circumstances (for example, belng foun~ ~n a 
bawdy house.) or particular consequences (for example,. crlm~nal 
negligence causing death). The mental element may be lntentl0n, 
knowledge, or recklessness. 

Mental element of mischief 

With regard to the mental element of mischief, 
Parliament has given an expanded definition of "wilfully", 
Section 386 (1) provides: 

Everyone who causes the occurrence of an eve~t by 
doing an act or by omitting to do an act that lt is 
his duty to do, knowing that the act or omiss~on 
probably caused the occurrence of the event and belng 
reckless whether the event occurs or not, shall be 
deemed, for the purposes of this Part, wilfully to 
have caused the occurrence of the event. 

Consequently, while it is clear that a person who 
intentionally damages property will be found to have the 
requisite mental element, a person who knows either that an act 
or that an omission of his duty will probably destroy or damage 
property and is reckless whethEr the destruction or damage 
occurs will also be found to have the requisite mental element. 
AccordIngly, it appears that the person practising his g~lf 
drive too close to the school windows could be charged wlth 
mischief if one of the windows is broken. 

72 

External elements of mischief 

The definition of mischief as set out above shows that 
mischief can be committed in four different ways: 

(a) destroying or damaging property, 

(b) rendering property dangerous, useless, inoperative 
or ineffective, 

(c) obstructing, interrupting or interfering with the 
lawful use, enjoyment or operation of property, 
and 

(d) obstructing, interrupting or interfering with any 
person in the lawful use, enjoyment or operation 
of property. 

As the fourth mode relates to interference with a 
person rather than property, it may not be directly relevant to 
vandalism. The third mode relates to ~ of property, rather 
than property itself. This provision can be used to deal with 
cases where vandals blockade an entrance to property. 
Presumably it could also be used in cases where vandals litter a 
street, park or school yard with broken glass. However, it is 
difficult to predict the scope of this provision. 

Damage to property (paragraph a) and rendering 
property inoperative (paragraph b) are the two types of mischief 
that would likely be most often alleged in vandalism cases. 

It appears that section 387(1) merely defines mis
chief. Various external elements are added to this definition 
to create the particular offences of mischief. For example, the 
external element of actually causing danger to life is added to 
the basic definition to create the offence under subsection 2 of 
section 387: 

(2) Everyone who commits mischief that causes 
actual danger to life is guilty of an indictable 
offence and is liable to imprisonment for life. 

It appears that subsections 3 and 4 create separate 
offences as well: 

(3) Everyone who commits mischief in relation to 
pUblic property is guilty of 

(a) an indictable offence and is liable to im
prisonment for fourteen years, or 

(b) an offence punishable on summary conviction. 

(4) Everyone who commits mischief in relation to 
private property is guilty of 
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(a) an indictable offence and is liable to im
prisonment for five years, or 

(b) an offence punishable on summary conviction. 

Crown attorneys have informed the Task Force that the 
distinction between public and private property in mischief 

cases can create problems. 

In 1978 the Ontario Court of Appeal in the case of R. 
v. Flindall held that proof of the nature of the property, 
whether public or private, is also an essential ingredient of 
the offence. The case involved damage to a bus shelter. There 
is no general offence of mischief to property that includes 
damage to public and private property. 

Theoretically, the task of determining whether proper
ty is public or private is not without some difficulty. How
ever, provided that there is some evidence of the nature of the 
ownership the court might "dispose of the point adversely to the 
accused". The view has also been expressed that the c.ourt may 
take judicial notice of the public character of some property, 
such as streetcars. Nevertheless, in many cases the nature of 
the ownership may not be clear. Property of Crown corporations, 
such as the C.N. Tower, single family dwellings owned by 
municipalities as rental units, and property of children's aid 
societies, are examples of property that might not be easy to 
classify. A Crown attorney brief pointed out, 

••• the distinction between "public" and "private" 
property has no apparent relationship to our current 
social structure or to the function of institutions, 
whether public or private, as it likely did when the 
Code was originally drafted. 

In fact, the general categories "public" and "private" seem to 
have been developed in 1955 in an attempt to consolidate a large 
number of specific offences, such as damage to windows or doors, 
hop-binds growing in a plantation of hops, post letter bags and 
flood gates of mill ponds. If this is correct, there is no 
historical basis for a distinction between damage to public and 
private property apart from such specific offences. 

A notable result of the current distinction is the 
difference between the penalties for the two offences. Mischief 
in relation to public property carries a maximum penalty of 
fourteen years whereas mischief to private property carries a 
maximum penalty of only five years. In the absence of any 
strong arguments to the contrary, the distinction does not ap
pear to be a sensible one, particularly in view of the potential 
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difficult~ of determining what const.itutes public and private 
property 1n th~s.context. Furthermore, it may not be practical 
to have the cr1m1nal courts deciding civil law issues relating 
to. the nat~re of ownership of property. Certainly from the 
p01nt of V1ew of vandalism prevention it is not obviou h 
break~~g the window of the mayor's private car shoutdwb~ 
class1f1ed as less serious than breaking the window f 
owned by the municipality. 0 a car 

As it appears that the distinction between public and 
private property serves no useful purpose, it is recommended 
that, 

In the Crimin~l Code the distinction between damage to 
public and pr~vate property should be abolished. 

. The Criminal Code does, in fact, create an offence for 
w~lfu:ly destroying or damaging property that does not dis
t1ngu1sh bet~een public and private property. However, this 
offence app11es only to cases where the damage does not exceed 
fifty dollars: 

388. (~) Everyone who wilfully destroys or damages 
~roperty 1S, where actual danger to life is not 
1nvo:ve~, guilty of an offence punishable on summary 
conV1ct10n if the alleged amount of destruction or 
damage does not exceed fifty dollars. 

. . . Accordingly, where the amount of damage is sma."!.l 
d1st1nct10ns between public and private property need not b~ 
drawn. Here, however, the usefulness of the section is restric
ted by the relatively low monetary lim~t Wh~le th l' . .c .... ... e monetary 
1m1t LO: theft was raised from fifty dollars to two hundred 

dollar~ 1n 1972, the fifty dollar limit for wilful damage has 
been f1fty dollars since 1954. 

If the recommendation made in Chapter 2 is followed 
and an offence of vandalism is created from section 387 and 388 
the. d~~lar amount of the damage will not be part of the 
d~f1n1t10n. Instead it seems more reasonable, as in the case of 
~he~t, to use a dollar amount as the distinction between an 
1nd1ctable offence and an offence punishable on summary 
conviction. 

Therefore it is recommended that , 

Vandalism should be an indictable offence if the 
alleged amount of destruction or damage exceeds 
$1,000. . 

75 



&J a 

Where the alleged amount of destruction or damage does 
not exceed $1,000, vandalism should be an indictable 
offence and an offence punishable on summary con
viction. 

The appropriateness of these monetary limits should be 
reviewed on a periodic basis. 

There is, at present a distinct advantage in 
proceeding under section J88 on the offence of wilful damage 
because the criminal court may order compensation up to fifty 
dollars to the victim. Subsection 2 provides: 

Where an accused is convicted under subsection (1) the 
summary conviction court may, in addition to any 
punishment that 7.S imposed, order the accused to pay 
to a person aggrieved an amount not exceeding fifty 
dollars that appears to the summary conviction court 
to be reasonable compensation for the destruction or 
damage. 

As pointed out below, the victim generally may seek 
compensation only where the accused is convicted of an 
indictable offence. The provisions of section 388 permitting 
compensation to be awarded by a summary conviction court should 
be retained. Accordingly, it is recomme~J:ted that, 

A summary conviction court should have the authority 
to order the accused to pay compensation to the victim 
not exceeding an amount of $1,000. 

A major problem in relation to these property offences 
is that the more serious is called "mischief", while the less 
serious is called "wilful damage". For the general public, how
ever, "mischief" has the connotation of a minor irritation or 
annoyance, whereas "wilful damage" implies more serious harm. 
The Crown attorney brief referred to above stated, "The word 
'mischief' fails to convey an act that is serious enough to be 
addressed in the Code." Accordingly, it must be kept in mind 
that when a person is charged with mischief in connection with 
$2,000 damage to a community centre he is not being dealt with 
lightly. 

The consolidation and renaming of the sections dealing 
with vandalism recommended in Chapter 2, should help emphasize 
the seriousness of the offence. 
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(b) Arson and fires 

One way to damage or destroy property is to set fire 
to it. The Criminal Code has a group of specific provisions 
relating to damage by fires: 

389. (1) 
(a) 

(b) 

(c) 
(d) 
(e) 

(f) 

Everyone who wilfully sets fire to 
a building or structure, whether com
pleted or not, 

a stack of vegetable produce or of miner
al or vegetable fuel, 
a mine, 

a well of combustible substance, 
a vessel or aircraft, whether completed 
or not, 

timber or materials placed in a shipyard 
for building, repairing or fitting out a 
ship, 

(g) military or public stores or munitions of 
war, 

(h) a crop, whether standing or cut down, or 
( i) any wood, forest, or natural growth, or 

any lumber, timber, log, float, boom, dam 
or slide, 

i.s guilty of an indictable offence and is liable to 
imprisonment for fourteen years. 

(2) Everyone who wilfully and for a fraudulent 
purpose sets fire to personal property not mentioned 
in subsection (1) is guilty of an indictable offence 
and is liable to imprisonment for five years. 

390. (1) 
(a) 

(b) 

is guilty of 
imprisonment 

Everyone who 

wilfully sets fire to anything that is 
likely to cause anything mentioned in 
subsection 389(1) to catch fire' or . , 
wllfully and for a fraudulent purpose 
sets fire to anything that is likely to 
cause personal property not mentioned in 
subsection 389(1) to catch fire 
an indictable offence and is iiable to 
for five years. 

392. (1) Everyone who causes a fire 
(a) wilfully, or 

(b) by violating a law in force in the place 
where the fire occurs, 
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is if the fire results in loss of life or destruction , 
of or damage to property, guilty of an indictable 
offence and is liable to imprisonment for five years. 

The expanded definition of "wilfully" set out in 
section 386, quoted above, also applies to these offences. The 
term "personal property" as used in these sections means 
property such as goods and materials, that is not real property, 
such as land. 

(c) Other criminal offences 

There are a number of other offences in the Criminal 
Code that deal even more specifically with damage to property. 
Some examples are the following: 

232. Everyone who, with intent to endanger the 
safety of any person, places anything upon or does 
anything to any property that is used for or in 
connection with the transportation of persons or goods 
by land, water or air that is likely to cause death or 
bodily harm to persons is guilty of an indictable 
offence and is liable to imprisonment for life. 

This provision may be relevant in cases where vandals 
create hazards on highways and railway tracks. 

387.1 Everyone who commits an attack upon the 
official premises, private accommodation or means of 
transport of an internationally protected person that 
is likely to endanger the life or liberty of such 
person is guilty of an indictable offence. 

Persons who commit vandalism against embassies and 
consulates might be dealt with under this section. 

397. Everyone who, wilfully and to the prejudice 
of a mortgagee or owner, pulls down, demolishes or 
removes, all or any part of a dwelling-house or other 
building of which he is in possession or occupation, 
or severs from the freehold any fixture fixed therein 
or thereto is guilty of an indictable offence and is 
liable to imprisonment for five years. 

398. Everyone who, wilfully pulls down, defaces, 
alters or removes anything planted or set up as the 
boundary line or part of the boundary line of land is 
guilty of an offence punishable on summary conviction. 
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399. (1) Everyone who wilfully pulls down, 
defaces, alters or removes 

(a) a boundary mark lawfully placed to mark 
an international, provincial, county or 
municipal boundary, or 

(b) a boundary mark lawfully placed by a land 
surveyor to mark a limit, boundary or 
angle of a concession, range, lot or 
parcel of land, 

is guilty of an indictable offence and is liable to 
imprisonment for five years. 

Some types of signs and fences may be protected by 
sections 398 and 399. 

(2) EXTENDED LIABILITY FOR OFFENCES 

The offences created by the Criminal Code are only the 
most immediate way in which the criminal law responds to the 
problem of vandalism. There are many other provi s ions of the 
Code that are relevant to dealing with the problem. 

Vandalism often involves more than one perpetrator. 
Accordingly, it may be useful to keep in mind the provisions of 
the Code relating to parties to an offence. Section 21 
provides: 

21. (1) Everyone is a party to an offence who 
(a) actually commits it, 
(b) does or omits to do anything for the 

purpose of aiding any person to commit it, 
or 

(c) abets any person in committing it. 

(2) Where two or more persons form an intention in 
common to carry out an unlawful purpose and to assist 
each other therein and anyone of them, in carrying 
out the common purpose, commits an offence, each of 
them who knew or ought to have known that the com
mission of the offencle would be a probable consequence 
of carrying out the common purpose is a party to that 
offence. 

Mere presence or acquiescence may not establish one as 
a party; however, some encouragement or assistance in committing 
the offence may establish liabili ty as a party. For example, 
presence at the occupation of a public building has been found 
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to be aiding and abetting mischief under section 387 of the 
Criminal Code. 

Vandalism may involve a person who has counselled or 
procured another person to be a party to an offence. Section 22 
provides: 

22.(1) Where a person counsels or procures another 
person to be a party to an offence, and the person is 
afterwards a party to that offence, the person who 
counselled or procured is a party to that offence, 
notwithstanding that the offence was committed in a 
way different from that which was counselled or 
procured. 

(2) Everyone who counsels or procures another 
person to be a party to an offence is a party to every 
offence that the other commits in consequence of the 
counselling or procuring that the person who counsel
led or procured knew or ought to have known was likely 
to be committed in consequence of the counselling or 
procuring. 

Section 422 of the Code further provides: 

422. Except where otherwise expressly provided by 
law, the following provisions apply in respect of 
persons who counsel, procure or incite other persons 
to commit offences, namely, 

(a) everyone who counsels, procures or 
incites another person to commit an 
indictable offence is, if the offence is 
not committed, guilty of an indictable 
offence and is liable to the same punish
ment to which a person who attempts to 
commit that offence is liable; and 

(b) everyone who counsels, procures or 
incites another person to commit an 
offence punishable on summary conviction 
is, if the offence is not committed~ 
guilty of an offence punishable on 
summary conviction. 

Of course it would also be an offence to conspire to 
commit mischief and wilful damage. The Code states: 

423. (2) Everyone who conspires with anyone 
(a) to effect an unlawful purpose, or 
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(b) to effect a lawful purpose by unlawful 
means, is guilty of an indictable offence 
and is liable to imprisonment for two 
years. 

"Unlawful purpose" as used in this section includes 
more than simply violations of the Criminal Code. For example, 
violating a municipal by-law where such breach would endanger 
public safety could constitute an unlawful purpose. 

Finally, in this context it should be remembered that 
it is an offence to attempt to commit an off~nce such as 
mischief or wilful damage. 

421. Except where otherwise expressly provided by 
law, the following provisions apply in respect of 
persons who attempt to commit or are accessories after 
the fact to the commission of offences, namely, 

. . . 
(b) everyone who attempts to commit or is an 

accessory after the fact to the com
mission of an indictable offence for 
which upon conviction, an accused is 
liable to imprisonment for fourteen years 
or less, is guilty of an indictable 
offence and is liable to imprisonment for 
a term that is one-half of the longest 
term to which a person who is guilty of 
that offence is liable; and 

(c) everyone who att'empts to commit or is an 
accessory after the fact to the com
mission of an offence punishable on 
summary conviction is guilty of an of
fence punishable on summary conviction. 

While there may be understandable reasons why such 
provisions are not often invoked, the point remains that in a 
proper case the Criminal Code does provide the statutory basis 
for dealing with a wide range of conduct related to acts of 
vandalism, including, among others, the fact that the attempted 
or actual act may involve persons other than the specific 
perpetrator. 
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(3) PROTECTION FOR THE VICTIM 

There are several sections in the Code which are aimed 
at protecting an owner or occupier, and his agent, f~om 

liability when employing self-help remedies to prevent vandal1sm 
or to apprehend a vandal. 

(a) Self-Help 

Anyone is justified in using as much force as is 
sonably necessary to prevent the commission of an offence 
would be likely to cause serious injury to property. 

rea
that 

27. Everyone is justified in using as much force 
as is reasonably necessary 

(a) to prevent the commission of an offence 
(i) for which if it were committed, the 

person who committed it might be 
arrested without warrant, and 

(ii) that would be likely to cause im
mediate and serious injury to the 
person or property of anyone; or 

(b) to prevent anything being done that, on 
reasonable and probable grounds he be
lieves would, if it were done, be an 
offence mentioned in paragraph (a). 

Also, the occupier of a house or real pr~perty and 
someone acting under his authority is justified in uS1ng as much 
force as is reasonably necessary to prevent someone from 
forcibly entering the house or to eject a trespasser. 

40. Everyone who is in peaceable possession of a 
dwelling-house, and everyone lawfully assistl.ng him 
or acting under his authority, is justified in using 
as much force as is necessary to prevent any person 
from forcibly breaking into or forcibly entering the 
dwelling-house without lawful authority. 

41. (1) Everyone who is in peaceable possession 
of a dwelling-house or real property and everyone 
lawfully assisting him or acting under his authority 
is justified in using force to prevent any person from 
trespassing on the dwelling-house or real property, or 
to remove a trespasser therefrom, if he uses no more 
force than is necessary. 
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(2) A trespasser who resists an attempt by a 
person who is in peaceable possession of a dwelling
house or real property or a person lawfully assisting 
him or acting under his authority to prevent his entry 
or to remove him, shall be deemed to commit an assault 
without justification or provocation. 

However, re.asonable force does not justify shooting at 
a trespasser merely in defence of property, nor does it justify 
setting traps on the premises likely to cause bodily harm to any 
trespassers. 

(b) Arrest 

Even private citizens have the power to arrest or 
detain vandals in certain situations. Any person who witnesses 
a breach of the peace may interfere to prevent further breach 
and even detain the offender until a peace officer arrives, 
using as much force as reasonably necessary. 

30. Everyone who wi tnes·ses a breach of the peace 
is justified in interfering to prevent continuance or 
renewal thereof and may detain any person who commits 
or is about to join in or to renew the breach of the 
peace, for the purpose of giving him into the custody 
of a peace officer, if he uses no more force than is 
reasonably necessary to prevent the continuance or 
renewal of the breach of the peace or than is reason
ably proportioned to the danger to be apprehended from 
the continuance or renewal of the breach of the 
peace. 

Although it is not easy to define what constitutes a 
breach of the peace, trespass would seem to be included. 

stances. 
Private citizens may make arrests in certain circum-

449. (1) Anyone may arrest without warrant 
(a) a person whom he finds committing an 

indictable offence, or· 
(b) a person who, on reasonable and 

probable grounds, he believes 
(i) has committed a criminal of

fence, and 
(ii) is escaping from and freshly 

pursued by persons who have law
ful authority to arrest that 
person. 
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(2) Anyone who is 
(a) the owner or a person in lawful 

possession of property, or 
(b) a person authorized by the owner or 

by a person in lawful possession of 
property, 

may arrest without warrant a person whom he finds 
committing a criminal offence on or in relation to 
that propertye 

Subsection 1 extends the arrest power to all private 
citizens, but only in particular cases, the more usual being the 
finding of a person committing an indictable offence. In most 
cases an ordinary citizen will not know whether an offence is 
classified by the Criminal Code as indictable or summary con
viction. Accordingly there is often some legal risk involved if 
a private citizen makes an arrest. However, mischief, arson, 
and the other offences referred to above are known as hybrid 
offences, that is, indictable or summary conviction at the 
election of the prosecutor. Hybrid offences are deemed to be 
indictable until the election is made. Consequently, most of 
the Criminal Code offences relating to vandalism would be 
indictable for the purposes of a private citizen making an 
arrest. The most important exception is wilful damage not 
exceeding fifty dollars. 

Where a property owner, occupier or an authorized 
person, wishes to arrest a person for an offence in relation to 
property the distinction between indictable and summary con
viction offences is not relevant. Under subsection (2) it is 
necessary only that the offender be found committing a criminal 
offence in relation to the property. 

A private citizen who makes an arrest shall forthwith 
deliver the offender to a peace officer. 

In pointing out the existence of these self-help and 
arrest powers the Task Force is not recommending that private 
citizens resort to them in every case. Private citizens should 
not expose themselves unnecessarily to damages and other risks. 
An attempt to arrest may make the situation more serious and 
lead to further offences. However, it is important to point out 
that in a proper case the provisions of the Criminal Code are 
available to support private citizens in ejecting or arresting 
vandals. These powers may be exercised against juvenile as well 
as adult offenders. 
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(c) Preventing Intimidation by Vandals 

t There is some concern that a victim of vandalism might 
no. report an attack on his property because he fe 
atl0n by the perpetrator. Actual intimidation ~ h

ars 
retali

threats of personal violence or' ' oUC as repeated 
the victim to refrain from re or:~ ury to prope.rty, to compel 
is a summary conviction offen~e. g or prosecutlng the offence, 

la .. /~l. (1) E:rery one who, wrongfully and without 
~ u authorlty, for the purpose of compellin 

anot~er person to abstain from doing anything that h! 
has a lawful right to do, or to do anything that he 
has a lawful right to abstain from dOing, 

(a) uses violence or threats of violence 
to that person or to his wife or 
~hi~d~en> or injures his property, 

(b) lntlmldates or attempts to intimidate 
that person or a relative of that 
person by threats that, in Canada or 
e~sewhere, violence or other injury 
~11~ be done to or punishment 
l~fllcted upon him or a relative of 
hlS, or that the property of any of 
them ~ill be damaged, 

(c) perslstently follows that person 
about from place to place 

(d) hides any tools, cloth;s or other 
property owned or used by that 
p~rson, ~r deprives him of them or 
hlnders hlm in the use of them 

(e) with one or more other p:rsons 
follows that person, in a disorderly 
manner, on a highway, -

(f) besets or watches the dwelling-house 
or place where that person resides 
works, carries on business or happen~ 
to be, or 

(g) blocks or obstructs a highway, 

is guilty of an offence punishable on summary 
conviction. 

(2).A person who attends at or near or approaches 
a dweillng-house or place for th b . . ,e purpose only of 
o talnlng or ~ommunicating information, does not watch 
or beset withln the meaning of this section. 
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1 
offences. 

Certain types of threats also constitute criminal 

331~ (1) Everyone commits an offence who by 
letter, telegram, telephone, cable, radio, or other
wise, knowingly utters, conveys or causes any person 
to receive a threat 

(a) to cause death or injury to any person, 
or 

(b) to burn, destroy or damage real or 
personal property, or 

(c) to kill, maim, wound, poison or injure an 
animal or bird that is the property of 
any person. 

(2) Everyone who commits an offence under para
graph (l)(a) is guilty of an indictable offence and is 
liable to imprisonment for ten years. 

(3) Everyone who commits an offence under para
graph (1) (b) or (c) is guilty of 

(a) an indictable offence and is liable for 
imprisonment for two years, or 

(b) an offence punishable on summary con
viction. 

However, an oral threat made face to face is not an 
offence under this section. Nevertheless it may be dealt with 
under other provisions. In some cases the oral threat may 
amount to intimidation. In many cases it may be helpful to 
obtain a recognizance to keep the peace, commonly known as a 
peace bond: 

745. (1) Any person who fears that another person 
will cause personal injury to him or his wife or child 
or will damage his property may lay an information 
before a justice. 

. . . 
(3) The justice or the summary conviction court 

before which the parties appear may, if satisfied by 
the evidence adduced that the informant has reasonable 
grounds for his fears, 

(a) order that the defendant enter into a 
recognizance, with or without sureties, 
to keep the peace and be of good be
haviour for any period that does not 
exceed twelve months, and comply with 
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such other reasonable conditions pres
cribed in the recognizance as the court 
considers desirable for securing the good 
conduct of the defenda.nt, or 

(b) commit the defendant tv prison for a term 
not exceeding twelve months if he fails 
or refuses to enter into the recogni
zance. 

Because the court can prescribe conditions for the 
accused to secure his good conduct, the peace bond can be 
tailored to the individual circumstances. For example, the 
accused could be prohibited from entering certain premises. 

A person who breaches a peace bond is guilty of an 
offence punishable on summary conviction: section 746. Ac
cordingly the property owner could arrest the person if he found 
him breaching the peace bond. 

(d) Private Prosecution 

Where a person has been the victim of property damage 
and the identity of the offender is known, it is likely that 
merely reporting the offence to the police will be sufficient to 
commence the criminal process. If, however, for some reason the 
police do not act on the complaint then it is possible for the 
victim to initiate criminal proceedings by appearing before a 
justice of the peace to undertake the procedure known as laying 
an information. The charge will then come to the attention of a 
Crown attorney who will assess the evidence and determine 
whether to prosecute. When the Crown attorney does not prose
cute the case it may be possible in some cases for the victim 
himself to conduct the prosecution, but this step should not 
ordinarily be considered without legal advice. 

(4) SENTENCING OPTIONS 

(a) Imprisonment 

Imprisonment is probably the sentence that people most 
often associate with conviction for a criminal offence. As set 
out above, a person who commits vandalism is liable to imprison
ment for fourteen years where the offence is mischief to public 
property or arson, and to imprisonment for five years where the 
offence is mischief to private property. 

The maximum terms of imprisonment apply to mischief 
when it is treated as an indictable offence. The prosecutor may 
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elect to proceed by way of summary conviction. Wilful damage is 
punishable on summary conviction only. Generally a person 
convicted of an offence punishable on summary conviction is 
liable to imprisonment for six months. 

As pointed out previously, the maximum terms of 
imprisonment are rarely, if ever, imposed. A great many factors 
are taken into consideration in determining whether to order 
imprisonment and what terms of imprisonment are appropriate. It 
is beyond the scope of this section to enter upon a detailed 
discussion of sentencing principles. Major studies of sentenc
ing are being conducted by the Law Reform Commission of Canada 
and the Australian Law Reform Commission. It is important to 
encourage and support these efforts to develop simple and just 
principles for one of the most difficult areas in the 
administration of justice. However, for this Report it is 
important to emphasize the great number of factors that are now 
reviewed in arriving at the appropriate sentence. The factors 
to be considered include the gravity of the offence, the manner 
in which it was committed, the degree of premeditation, the 
extent of mitigating circumstances, the age of the offender, his 
previous criminal record, his work or school record, and the 
attitude of the offender after the offence. 

The provisions under which a convicted person can be 
released from prison before completion of his term of 
imprisonment are contained in the federal Parole Act and the 
Ontario Ministry of Correctional Services Act. 

(b) Fines 

The convicting court may, in its discretion, sentence 
the accused to pay a fine. Where the conviction is for a 
summary conviction offence such as mischief or wilful damage, a 
fine not exceeding $500 may be imposed in lieu of or in addition 
to imprisonment (section 722(1)). Where the conviction is for 
an indictable offence punishable with imprisonment for five 
years or less, such as mischief to private property, the accused 
may also be fined in lieu of imprisonment (section 646(1)). 
There is no set maximum fine, however, where the conviction is 
for an indictable offence punishable by more than five years 
imprisonment, such as arson and mischief to public property. 
The accused may only be fined in addition to some other form of 
punishment such as imprisonment or probation. The proceeds of 
fines are paid to the Treasurer of Ontario. In the event of e 
default in payment of the fine, the court may order a term of 
imprisonment. 
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(c) Probation 

(i) General Provisions 

, P~obation is a very important sentencin ower 
especl.ally l.n relation to vandalism. Therefore 't g p , ' 
careful 'd ' ,l. requl.res 

consl. eratl.on. The relevant provision is as follows: 

663. (1) Where an accused is convicted of an 
offence the court may, having regard to the age and 
character,of the accused, the nature of the offence 
and the cl.rcumstances surrounding its commission, 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

in the ~ase of an offence other than one 
for whl.ch a minimum punishment is 
prescribed by law, suspend the passing of 
sentence and direct that the accused be 
:eleased upon the conditions prescribed 
l.n a probation order: 
in addition to fining the accused or 
~entencing him to imprisonment, whether 
l.~ default of payment of a fine or other
w:se, for a term not exceeding two years, 
dl.rect that the accused comply with the 
conditions prescribed in a probation 
order; or 
where it imposes a sentence of imprison
ment on the accused, whether in default 
of payment of a fine or otherwise, that 
does not exceed ninety days, order that 
the se~tence be served intermittently at 
such tl.mes as are specified in the order 
and direct that the accused at all 
t ' , 

l.mes, when he is not in confinement 
purs~an,t to such order, comply wi th the 
condl.tl.ons prescribed in a probation 
order. 

(2), The ~ollowing conditions shall be deemed to be 
prescrl.bed l.n a probation order, namely, that the 
accused shall keep the peace and be of good behaviour 
and shall appear before the court when required to do 
so by ,the court, and, in addition, the court may 
prescrl.be as conditions in a probation order that the 
ac~used shall do anyone or more of the followin 
thl.ngs specified in the order namely g , , 
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(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

(g) 

(h) 

report to and be under the supervision of 
a probation officer or other person 
designated by the court; 
provide for the support ot his spouse or 
any other dependants whom he is liable to 
support; 
abstain from the consumption of alcohol 
either absolutely or on such terms as the 
court may specify; . 
abstain from owning, possesslng or 
carrying a weapon; . 
make restitution or reparatlon to any 
person aggrieved or injured by the com
mission of the offence for the actual 
loss or damage sustained by that person 
as a result thereof; 
remain within the jurisdiction of the 
court and notify the court or the pro
bation officer or other person designated 
under paragraph (a) of any change in his 
address or his employment or occupation; 
make reasonable efforts to find ~nd 
maintain suitable employment; and 
comply wi th such other reasonabl: ·con
ditions as the court considers deslrable 
for securing the good conduct o~ ~he 
accused and for preventing a repetltlon 
by him of the same offence or the 
commission of other offences. 

Accordingly, a probation order may be m~de ~hen the 
passing of sentence is suspended or when a fine or lmprlso~m:nt 
is ordered. It is also important to note that this provlslon 
permits the court to combine an intermittent sentence no~ 
exceeding ninety days with a probation o:der. Thu~, ~he ~~~ 
victed person could be ordered to serve tlme on wee en s w 1 e 
maintaining his employment during the week to earn money to make 
restitution. 

Every probation order requires the accused to keep the 
peace and be of good behaviour and to appear before the court 

h - . d to do so The court may prescribe further con-
wen requlre.. 1 here vandalism 
ditions to the probatlon order. For examp e, w ld 
was committed while the accused was drunk the c?urt cou 
prescribe as a condition of probation that he ab~taln fromdt~e 
consumption of alcohol. However, in the sentenclng.of van a s 
the ower to make restitution a condition of probatl~n and the 
powe~ to order compliance with ether reasonable condltions are 
the two most important powers. 
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(ii) Restitution and reparation as conditions of probation 

Restitution and reparation are not defined in the 
Criminal Code. Presumably together they include restoring the 
damage caused and providing monetary compensation. It is 
important to note that restitution and reparation are limited to 
the actual loss or damage sustained by the victim. Although it 
would be relatively easy to prove the amount of loss where a 
window was broken it may be much more difficult to establish 
beyond the cost of the paper the value of the manuscript of an 
unpublished novel. As we will see in relation to" compensation, 
the criminal courts are not regarded as appropriate for conduct
ing extensive inquiries for the purposes of assessing damage. 
Accordingly, the court will likely order restitution or 
reparation only where the damages are relatively concrete and 
easily ascertainable. Furthermore, in making conditions of 
probation the court cannot compensate the victim for personal 
injuries. However, the victim can still sue the accused on the 
basis of his civil liability. 

In deciding whether to order restitution or reparation 
as a condition, the court will also take into consideration the 
ability of the accused to pay. 

(iii) Community Services Orders as an "other reasonable 
condition" of probation 

In January, 1977, the Ontario Court of Appeal in the 
case of R. v. Shaw and Brehn held that section 661(2)(h) 
authorized the imposition of a condition of probation that an 
accused perform a set number of hours of community service. 
Although there are no specific sections of the Criminal Code 
empowering a court to make a community service order, the 
authority was found in the power of the court under paragraph 
(h) when ordering probation to prescribe 

••• such other reasonable conditions as the court con
siders desirable for securing the good conduct of the 
accused and for preventing a repetition by him of the 
same offence or the commission of other offences. 

A community service order is intended to serve as an 
alternative to imprisonment where the usual terms of probation 
would be insufficient to deal with the offender. The order 
requires the offender to work a specified number of hours for 
the benefit of the community. The use of community service 
orders was encouraged by the Court of Appeal. 
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When the program for administering community service 
orders was established the Attorney General stated that commun
ity service orders "will prove particularly useful in dealing 
with the increasing problem of vandalism to public and private 
property". The Task Force adopts this view. A communi ty 
service order requires the offender to make a direct contri
bution to society for his criminal acts. Therefore, it is 
recommended that, 

The use of community service orders should be en
couraged in sentencing persons convicted of vandalism. 

Section 666 provides that an accused who is bound by a 
probation order and who wilfully fails or refuses to comply with 
the order is guilty of an offence punishable on summary 
conviction. Accordingly, wilful failure to make restitution or 
to perform community service is a further offence. 

(d) Compensation 

The Code makes provision for compensation in addition 
to the power to prescribe restitution or reparation as a 
condition of probation. The most important section provides: 

653. (1) A court that convicts an accused of an 
indictable offence may, upon the application of a 
person aggrieved, at the time sentence is imposed, 
order the accused to pay to that person an amount by 
way of satisfaction or compensation for loss of or 
damage to property suffered by the applicant as a 
result of the commission of the offence of which the 
accused is convicted. 

(2) Where an amount that is ordered to be paid 
under subsection (1) is not paid forthwith the appli
cant may, by filing the order, enter as a judgment, in 
the superior court of the province in which the trial 
was held, the amount ordered to be paid, and that 
judgment is enforceable against the accused in the 
same manner as if it were a judgment rendered against 
the accused in that court in civil proceedings. 

Some important points must be made with regard to this 
provision. First, this power exists where the accused is con
victed of an indictable offence but not where he is convicted of 
an offence punishable on summary conviction. However, as seen 
above, mischief may be either indictable or a summary conviction 
offence and arson and setting fires are indictable offences. In 
a memorandum to Crown attorneys in 1976 the Attorney General 
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requested that in mischief cases the offence should be treated 
as indictable, other than in exceptional cases. 

~ The,second poin~ to note is that the victim must apply 
for ~ompensat~0n at the t1me sentence is imposed. The criminal 
c?ur~ cannot award compensation at some late~ time. Because 
v1ct1ms are not usually involved in the seneencing process in 
other criminal proceedings, the Attorney General, in his memo
randum,.also requested that ~rown attorneys bring the provisions 
of sect10n 653 to the attention of ehe victim and assist the 
victim in presenting particulars of his loss to the court. 

Moreover, it was recommended above that vandalism not 
exceeding $1,000 be punishable on summary conviction and that 
the ~ourt be. able to award compensation. That recommendation 
comb1ned ~ith section 653 would ensure that compensation can be 
awarded 1n all vandalism cases. If that recommendation is 
acceptable it would not be necessary for the Crown to elect to 
proc~e~ by indictment simply to preserve the opportunity of 
obta1n1ng compensation for the victim. Nevertheless Crown 
attorneys should continue to be encouraged to assist vic~ims of 
vandalism to obtain compensation. Accordingly it is 
recommended that ' , 

The Attorney General should issue a new directive 
encouraging Crown attorneys to assist victims of 
vandalism in obtaining compensation from the 
offender. 

Another point that must be considered with regard to 
s~c~ion 653 is that. the amount of loss or damage to property is 
llm1ted to actual d1rect losses. The' Supreme Court of Canada in 
the case of R. v. Zelensky (1978), has indicated that an order 
should not be made under this section where there is any serious 
contest on legal or factual issues. Such disputes should be 
settled in civil, not criminal, courts. 

Finally it is noteworthy that an order is enforceable 
by filing.it in the Supreme Court of Ontario. That means, for 
example, 1f the accused does not pay, his property may be seized 
and sold. 

(e) Discharges 

An amendment to the Criminal Code in 1972 provides 
that in certain cases where an accused is guilty he may be 
discharged. Section 662.1 provides, 
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(1) Where an accused, other than a corporaticn~ 
pleads guilty to or is found guil:y.of an o~fence, 
other than an offence for which a mlnlmum punlshment 
is prescribed by law or an offence punishable: in the 
proceedings commenced against him, by imprisonme.nt for 
fourteen years or for life, the court before whlch.he 
appears may, if it considers it to be in the best 1~
terests of the accused and not contrary to the publlC 
interest instead of convicting the accused, by order 
direct that the accused be discharged absolutely or 
upon the conditions prescribed in a probation order. 

A discharge may not be ordered where the offence is 
punishable by imprisonment for fourteen year~ or life. In the 
context of vandalism this means that a dlscharge could be 
ordered in relation to mischief to public property where the 
proceeding was by way of summary conviction, (section 387(3)(b» 
mischief to private property (section 387(4», wilful dama~e 
(section 388) and setting fires (section ,392), but ~ot ln 
relation to mischief to public property where the proceedlng ~as 
by way of indictment (section 387(3)(a» or arson (sectl0n 

389). 

The significance of a discharge is that although the 
accused is guilty he shall be deemed not to have be~n.convicted. 
Thus, a discharge has an important effect on the crlmlnal record 
of the accused. 

The discharge may be absolute or conditional. If it 
is absolute the accused is at liberty. A conditional discharge 
is a diScha~ge upon the conditions prescribed in a probation 
order. Ac.cordingly, as discuss ed above, the accus e~ could be 
ordered to make restitution or perform community serVlce. 

A discharge may be granted only where it is in the 
best interests of the accused and where it is not contrary to 
the public interest. 

B. VANDM~ISM AND YOUNG PERSONS 

THE JUVENILE DELINQUENTS ACT 

NOTE: At the time of writing this report Parliament was giving 
consideration to Bill C-61, the Young Offenders Act, 
which would repeal and rep:ace the Juvenile Delinquents 
Act. However, as the juvenile Delinquents Act has 
qpplied for decades to juveniles who committed acts of 
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vandalism and will likely continue to apply for many more 
months, we must give it considerable attention. 

(1) BACKGROUND 

Until the middle of the last century children who 
committed criminal offences were liable to the same procedures 
and penalties as adults who committed criminal offences. With 
growing awareness of the special needs of children, legislation 
was enacted in 1894 to provide for separate trial and pre
disposition detention of children. However, as a result of 
social reform movements and legislation, particularly in the 
United States, increasing concern was expressed that criminal 
behaviour by children was essentially the product of neglect, 
lack of control and lack of guidance by parents. Therefore, it 
was felt that the more effective way to deal with juvenile crime 
was to "nip it in the bud". The optimism of the Victorian era 
convinced reformers that children could be saved from a life of 
criminality through treatment and correction and by the State 
assuming the role of a kindly parent. 

In Canada this philosophical approach was reflected in 
the Juvenile Delinquents Act, first enacted in 1908. There were 
some subsequent amendments, but the Act has remained largely 
unchanged since 1929. Because of the constitutional framework 
of Canadian law, the legislation is a somewhat curious mixture 
of criminal law and child welfare law. The federal Parliament 
has authority to legislate with respect to criminal law but not 
directly with respect to child welfare. Therefore, unlike its 
American counterparts, which are civil in nature, the Juvenile 
Delinquents Act creates a special criminal offence that of 
delinquency. However, once the delinquency is proven, 'then the 
child welfare approach predominates. This dual approach is 
adopted in the first substantive provision of the statute: 

3. (1) The commission by a child of any of the 
acts enumerated in the definition "juvenile 
d.elinquent" in subsection 2(1), constitutes an offence 
to be known as a delinquency, and shall be dealt with 
as hereinafter provided. 

(2) Where a child is adjudged to have committed 
a delinquency he shall be dealt with, not as an 
offender, but as one in a condition of delinquency and 
therefore requiring help and guidance and proper 
supervision. 
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Subsection (1) creates the offence of delinquency 
whereas subsection (2) directs that a child found to have 
committed a delinquency shall not be dealt with as a~ offender, 
thus creating a unique blend of criminal law and ch1ld welf are 
law. 

(2) APPLICATION OF THE ACT 

According to section 3, just quoted, the offence of 
delinquency consists of committi.~g an act e.n~m~rated in .the 
definition of "juvenile delinquent. That def1nlt1on states. 

2. (l) "juvenile delinquent" means any child who 
violates any provision of the Criminal Code or of any 
federal or provincial statute, or of any by-law or 
ordinance of any municipality, or who is guilty of 
sexual immorality or any similar form of vice, or who 
is liable by reason of any other acts to be committed 
to an industrial school or juvenile reformatory under 
any federal or provincial statute; 

The most important aspect of this definition for 
present purposes is that it incorporates the offences created by 
the Criminal Code. Therefore, violation of such Criminal Code 
provisions as mischief, wilful damage, arson and setting fires 
constitutes the criminal offence of delinquency. 

There is however a wide range of other behaviour 
extending beyond the Criminai Code that constitutes a cr~mi~al 
offence when engaged in by a child. Breach of the prov1nc1al 
laws against trespass to property, which is a provincial of~ence 
when committed by an adult, is a criminal offence when commltted 
by a child. Breach of a municipal by-law pro~i~iting b~cycle 
riding in the park also renders the child cr1m1na~ly llable. 
Nevertheless it must be remembered that there 1S only one 
offence, deli~quency. However, it can be committed in many 
different ways, raLLging from murder to jaywalking. 

For the purposes of the Juvenile Delinquents Act in 
Ontario "child" means any boy or girl apparently or actually 
under the age of sixteen years. Section 12 of the Criminal Code 
provides that no person shall be convicted of an offence in 
respect of an act while he was under the age o~ seven years. 
All offences by juveniles are to be dealt w1th under the 
Juvenile Delinquents Act, though a provision does exist for 
exceptional cases, involving offences against the prov~sio.ns of 
the Criminal Code by juveniles over fourteen, to be tr1ed 1n the 
ordinary courts. 
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(3) PROCEEDINGS UNDER THE ACT 

The proceedings under the Act are essentially the same 
as proceedings for prosecution of a summary conviction offence 
under the Criminal Code. However, the Act also provides that 
proceedings may be as informal as the circumstances permit, 
consistent with a due regard for the proper administration of 
justice. Another exception is that the trials of children shall 
take place without pUblicity and separately and apart from the 
trials of other accused persons. No report of the child's 
identity shall be published without special permission of the 
court. The rules of criminal procedure and evidence apply as 
they do in trials of adults, but the proceedings are often more 
informal than in the ordinary criminal courts. 

In Ontario, the provincial courts (family division) 
have been designated as juvenile courts for the purposes of the 
Juvenile Delinquents Act. 

(4) SENTENCING 

The child welfare philosophy of the Juvenile Delin
quent~ Act is most clearly apparent in the provisions for 
dealing with the juvenile once he has been found guilty of a 
delinquency. As stated above, an act of delinquency, whatever 
it may have been -- armed robbery, mischief, or smoking 
cigarettes under age --, is to be regarded not as an offence but 
as a condition of the juvenile for which he requires help, 
guidance, and proper supervision.' Therefore no specific 
penalties are prescribed for the acts constituting the 
delinquency. Rather, a broad range of powers is given to the 
court to be used not so much as punishment for the offence as 
for treatment of the offender. The powers of the courts are set 
out in section 20 of the Act as follows: 

20. (1) In the case of a child adjudged to be a 
juvenile delinquent the court may, in its discretion, 
take either one or more of the several courses of 
action hereinafter in this section set out, as it may 
in its judgment deem proper in the circumstances of 
the case: 

(a) suspend final disposition; 
(b) adjourn the hearing or disposition of the 

case from time to time for any definite or 
indefinite period; 
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(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

(g) 

(h) 

(i) 

impose a fine not exceeding twenty-five 
dollars, which may be paid in periodical 
amounts or otherwise; 
commit the child to the care or custody of 
a probation officer or of any other 
suitable person; 
allow the child to remain in its home, 
subject to the visitation of a probation 
officer, such child to report to the court 
or to the probation officer as often as 
may be required; 
cause the child to be placed in a suitable 
family home as a foster home, subject to 
the friendly supervision of a probation 
officer and the further order of the 
court; 
impose upon the delinquent such further or 
other conditions as may be deemed advisa-
ble; 
commit the child to the charge of any 
children's aid society, duly organized 
under an Act of the legislature of the 
province and approved by the lieutenant 
governor in council, or, in any munici
pality in which there is no children's aid 
society, to the charge of the superin
tendent, if there is one; or 
commit the child to an industrial school 
duly approved by the lieutenant governor 
in council. 

In making a disposition under subsection (1) the court 
is guided by subsection (5), which provides, 

(5) The action taken shall, in every case, be 
that which the court is of opinion the child's own 
good and the best interests of the community require. 

Here the importance of the condition of the offender 
is again emphasized, although equal weight is given to the best 
interests of the community, which presumably includes protection 
of the community. 

(a) Final Disposition Suspended 

Under this provision, presumably the court declines to 
make a disposition when the child is adjudged delinquent, while 
reserving the right to make a disposition with regard to the 
finding at a later date. This appears to be similar to the 
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power in paragraph (b) to adjourn disposition for an indefinite 
period. Although the court could suspend disposition and make 
another order, such as probation, it is not required to do so. 
Under similar provisions in the Criminal Code, the court is 
required when suspending the passing of sentence to make a 
probation order. 

(b) Disposition Adjourned 

Following a finding of delinquency the court may 
adjourn disposition of the case for a definite or indefinite 
period. This appears to be similar to the power to suspend 
final disposition. By retaining the power to make a disposition 
at a later time with regard to the finding of delinquency the 
court can ensure that the juvenile complies wi th another order 
under this section or refrains from further misconduct. 

(c) Fine 

The power to impose a fine is restricted by a 
limitation of twenty-five dollars on the amount of the fine. 
This amount has remained unchanged since 1924. 

(d) Committal to Probation Officer or other Person 

It is generally assumed that the power to commit the 
child to the care or custody of a probation officer authorizes 
the making of a probation order in accordance with section 663 
of the Criminal Code, discussed above. If so, it would be 
possible, as a condition of probation, to require the juvenile 
to make restitution or reparation or to perform community 
services. 

This paragraph also permits the child to be placed in 
the care or custody of a person other than a probation officer. 
The Ontario Court of Appeal recently established that this 
paragraph empowers the court to commit the juvenile to the 
custody of an employee of a group home with the condition that 
the juvenile remain in the group home. The case is under appeal 
to the Supreme Court of Canada. 

(e) Supervision in the Home 

This power appears to be a special form of probation 
that requires the juvenile to live in his own home. 

(f) Committal to a Foster Home 

This is another special form of probation that 
requires the juvenile to be removed from his home and placed in 
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a foster home. However, the foster home, including a group 
home, must satisfy the requirements of a "suitable family home". 

(g) Further or other Condition~ 

This provision probably does not create an independent 
power to impose a disposition, but is to be used in conjunction 
with the dispositions set out in the other paragraphs. For 
example, the Supreme Court of Canada has said that this power 
cannot stand alone to authorize committal to a group home. 

(h) Committal to a Children's Aid Society 

In fulfilment of its goal of meeting the needs of the 
delinquent, the Act gives the court the power to commit the 
child to a children's aid society. Section 30 of the Ontario 
Child Welfare Act provides that where a child is so committed he 
shall be deemed to be a children's aid society ward for twelve 
months or such lesser period as the court directs. The pro
visions of the Child Welfare Act then govern the condition of 
the child's placement and eventual release from care. 

(i) Committal to Training School 

Ontario training schools have been approved as 
industrial schools for the purposes of the Juvenile Delinquents 
Act. Training schools are governed by the provincial Training 
Schools Act. A child committed to a training school is liable 
to remain a ward of the Crown until attaining the age of 
eighteen years unless the Minister of Community and Social 
Services terminates the wardship before that date. Considerable 
flexibility exists within the Ontario training school system, 
which ranges from detention in an institutional setting to 
placement in a home in the community. 

In considering the most appropriate disposition the 
court is guided not only by subsection (5), quoted above, 
referring to "the child's own good and the best interests of the 
community", but also by section 38 of the Act which provides: 

This Act shall be liberally construed in order that 
its purpose may be carried out, namely, that the care 
and custody and discipline of a juvenile delinquent 
shall approximate as nearly as may be that which 
should be given by his parents, and that as far as 
practicable every juvenile delinquent shall be 
treated, not as criminal, but as a misdirected and 
misguided child, and one needing aid, encouragement, 
help and assistance. 
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Because of the concern about the child's needs in the Act and 
the conferral of parental functions on the court, the court can 
exercise powers over the child that exceed the powers applicable 
to adults who commit similar offences. For example, an adult 
who breaches the provincial Trespass to Property Act is liable 
to a maximum penalty of a $1,000 fine. In theory, a twelve year 
old child could be committed to training school and held there 
for six years! The current juvenile system does not provide for 
determinate sentences of any kind. Although society would not 
tolerate such a disposition, it is important to realize the 
extent of the powers that exist under the Act. Children are in 
fact committed to training school for behaviour that is not a 
criminal offence when engaged in by an adult. Moreover, the Act 
specifically provides that once a child has been found 
delinquent the court retains the right to deal with the child at 
any time until he reaches the age of twenty-one, even though the 
court has already made a disposition. Subsection (3) of section 
20 states: 

Where a child has been adjudged to be a juvenile 
delinquent and whether or not such a child has been 
dealt with in any of the ways provided for in 
subsection (1), the court may at any time, before such 
juvenile delinquent has reached the age of twenty-one 
years and unless the court has otherwise ordered, 
cause by notice, summons, or warrant, the delinquent 
to be brought before the court, and the court may then 
take any action provided for in subsection (1), or may 
make an order with respect to such child under section 
9, or may discharge the child on parole or release the 
child from detention •••• 

Again, it is unlikely that extreme exercise of this power would 
take place. However, it demonstrates the degree of concern that 
is expressed in the Act about the need to provide supervision, 
guidance and direction for a young person who ccY/:mits an 
offence. 

(5) OTHER POWERS 

(a) Liability of parents for restitution 

Where the child is adjudged guilty of an offence, a 
unique feature of the Juvenile Delinquents Act is that in 
certain circumstances the parent or guardian 'of the child may be 
ordered to pay a fine, damages or costs. The im~ortant pro
visions are as follows: 
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22.(1) Where a child is adjudged to have been 
guilty of an offence and the court is of the opinion 
that the case would be best met by the imposition of a 
fine, damages or costs, whether with or witho~t 
restitution or any other action, the court may, 1f 
satisfied that the parent or guardian has conduced to 
the commission of the offence by neglecting to 
exercise due care of the child or otherwise, order 
that the fine, damages or costs awarded be paid by the 
parent or guardian of the child, instead of by the 
child. 

(2) Where a fine is imposed and ordered to be paid 
by the parent or guardian, the limit of amount imposed 
by section 20(1) does not apply, but shall in no case 
exceed the amount fixed for a similar offence under 
the Criminal Code. 

. . . 
(4) No order shall be made under this sect~on 

without giving the parent or guardian an opportun1ty 
of being heard; but a parent or guardian who has been 
duly served with notice of the hearing pursuant to 
section 10 shall be deemed to have had such oppor
tunity, notwithstanding the fact that he had failed to 
attend the hearing. 

The court must be "satisfied that the parent or 
guardian has conduced to the commission of the offen~e ~y 

neglecting to exercise due care of the child or otherw~se • 
Accordingly the basis of parent's liability is not nece~sar1ly a 
criminal act, such as contributing to delinquency (d].scuss~d 
below) by tbe parent, but rather neglect by the parent 1n 
exercising due care of the child. 

In other words sanctions may be imposed upon a parent 
in respect of the offence of his child even though the parent 
has committed no offence. The duty of a parent not to be 
negligent in exercising control of his child is normal:y 
enforced by civil law rather than criminal la~. .However th1S 
provision means that in vandalism cases, where 1t 1S shown that 
parental neglect conduced to the child's delinquency, the court 
can order the parent to compensate the victim. There does not 
appear to be any limit on the amount of damages the parent could 
be ordered to pay. 
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(b) ,Contributing to Delinquency 

A parent who contributes to his child's being a 
delinquent or who neglects to prevent his child from becoming a 
delinquent is guilty of an offence under the Act. The relevant 
provisions are as follows: 

33.(1) Any person, whether the parent or guardian 
of the child or not, who, knowingly or wilfully; 

(a) aids, causes, abets or connives at the 
commission by a child of a delinquency, or 

(b) does any act producing, promoting, or 
contributing to a child's being or becoming 
a juvenile delinquent or likely to make any 
child a juvenile delinquent, 

is liable on summary conviction before a juvenile 
court or a magistrate to a fine not exceeding five 
hundred dollars or to imprisonment for a period not 
exceeding two years, or to both. 

(2) Any person who, being the parent or guardian 
of the child and being able to do so, knowingly 
neglects to do that which would directly tend to pre
vent the child being or becoming a juvenile delinquent 
or to remove the conditions that render or are likely 
to render the child a juvenile delinquent is liable on 
summary conviction before a juvenile court or a magis
trate to a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars or 
to imprisonment for a period not exceeding two years, 
or to both. 

(3) The court or magistrate may postpone or 
adjourn the hearing of a charge under this section for 
such periods as the court may deem advisable or may 
postpone or adjourn the hearing sine die and may 
impose conditions upon any person found guilty under 
this section and suspend sentence subject to those 
conditions, and on proof at any time that those 
conditions have been violated may pass sentence on 
such person. 

(4) It is not a valid defence to a prosecution 
under this section either that the child is of too 
te~jer years to understand or appreciate the nature or 
effect of the conduct of the accused, or that 
notwithstanding the conduct of the accused the child 
did not in fact become a juvenile delinquent. 
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Subsection (1) covers in part the provision of the 
Criminal Code whereby a person is deemed to be party to an 
offence. However, it goes considerably furthe~ and makes the 
parent liable for doing any act likely to make any child a 
juvenile delinquent, provided he does the act knowingly or 
wilfully. 

Subsection (2) appears to be broader still in imposing 
liability on a parent who knowingly neglects to do that which 
would directly tend to prevent his child becoming a juvenile 
delinquent or to remove conditions likely to render his child a 
juvenile delinquent. In view of the wide definition of 
"juvenile delinquent" the potential liability of the parent may 
be quite e~tensive. For example, if his child, in a fit of 
anger, threatens to go outside and break a neighbour's window, a 
parent might be guilty of an offence if he fails to prevent his 
child from leaving the house, even if the child does not break 
the window. 

It should be noted, however, that it appears that the 
primary purpose of section 33 is to protect children from moral 
corruption by adults. In some cases it is an offence under the 
Criminal Code to endanger the morals of a child (section 168). 

PROPOSED YOUNG OFFENDERS ACT 

(1) BACKGROUND 

On February 16, 1981, the Solicitor General of Canada 
tabled in Parliament a bill to repeal the Juvenile Delinquents 
Act and to enact new legislation to be known as the Young 
Offenders Act. The tabling of this bill represents the 
culmination of a process commenced in 1961 to review the problem 
of juvenile delinquenty in Canada and to make recommendations 
for reform. The main stages of this process were the Report of 
the Department of Justice Committee on Juvenile Delinquency, 
Juvenile Delinquency in Canada (1965); the introduction of Bill 
C-192, the Young Offenders Act (1970) (it was not enacted), the 
Report of the Solicitor General's Committee on Proposals for new 
legislation, Young Persons in Conflict with the Law (1975), and 
Highlights of the proposed new legislation for young offenders 
(1977) • 

The Young Offenders Act represents quite a marked 
departure from the Juvenile Delinquents Act in increasing the 
emphasis on the young person's responsibility and accountability 
for his contraventions of the law and lessening, though not 
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eliminating the d t f h 
misguided ~r mis:i;e~te~ :~:~:t to t:eat the offender as a 
whereas the Juvenile Deli A It lS sometimes said that 
dl' tl'o f th . nquents ct was directed to the c n 0 e offender th on-
commission of the off~nc: Young Offenders Act responds to the 
shift in emphasis occurred • bu!h~~eiare many r~asons why this 
them in this context. Ne:erthel s ~ot,Po~slble to explore 
that the desire to treat ess, 1 t lS lmportant to note 
cordance with criminal la~o~~g ~~fenders more closely in ac
from a strong belief that 'un~~~i~: did, not, appear to develop 
problem than it was seventy-tJhree ear crlme lS a more serious 
concerns about the Juvenile Del' y s ago. Rather, one of the 
legal rights of young persons lnquents Act has been that the 
pursuit of the child welfare ::~e too e~sily overlooked in the 
the Juvenile Delinquents A gt s. As 11lustrated above, under 
training school in' c a young person can be sent to 

Clrc.umstances where d I ' 
incarceration At the sat' an aut 1S not liable to 
does not alwa;s permit f lmle lme" t,he child welfare approach 

, u recognl tl0n of the d 
soclety from further criminal beha

T
' nee to protect 

suffered by a victim is th Vl0ur. The damage or harm 
fourteen or forty years of ag:.

same 
whether the offender is 
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developing capacities of e a a ance between the still-
SOCiety is reflected in adyoulng p:rson and the protection of 

, a ec aratlon of principle t' d 
tne proposed legislation The Bl'll 'd con alne in 

3. (1) 
(a) 

• ) provl es: 

It ~s hereby recognized and declared that 
~hlle young persons should not in all 
lnstances be held accountable in the same 
man~er or suffer the same consequences for 
thel~ behaviour as adults, young persons who 
Commlt ,o~f~nces should nonetheless bear 
res~onslbl11ty for their contraventions and 
Soclety must be afforded th , e necessary 
protectlon from illegal behaviour 

. . . 
(2) APPLICATION OF THE ACT 

One of the most . 'f' 
behaviour that js dealt ~tlhgnl dlcant changes concerns the 
J , . Wl un er the Bill Wh uvenlle Delinquents Act a I' d • ereas the 
but also to provincial and PP 1: ,not only to criminal offences, 
was not an adult offence t~Unlclpal offences and behaviour that 
to offences under federai 1 e Young Offenders Act applies only 
Therefore a yo aw, most notably the Criminal Code. 

, ung person who breaches the Ontario Trespass to 

105 



2 s 

Property Act or a municipal park by-law will have to be dealt 
with under provincial law. This change clearly marks the shift 
from a child welfare to criminal law approach. 

Another important change in the application of the Act 
is the raising of the minimum age of criminal responsibility 
from seven years to twelve years. As a result, an eleven year 
old who commits an act of vandalism will have to be dealt with 
under provincial law. 

While it appears that the maximum age has been raised 
from sixteen years to eighteen years in fact a p'covince can ask 
that the age remain at sixteen years. 

(3) PROCEEDINGS UNDER THE ACT 

Under the Young Offenders Act the legal rights of the 
young person are set out much more clearly and fully than they 
are in the Juvenile Delinquents Act. While it is suggested that 
at present in Ontario juvenile proceedings are conducted on the 
principles of adult summary conviction proceedings, the reforms 
will be a helpful reminder of the fact that a trial under the 
Act is a criminal proceeding. 

A major change proposed by the Act is to presume that 
all hearings will be open to the public until it is shown that 
serious injury or serious prejudice would result or that 
exclusion of the public is required in the interests of public 
morals, the maintenance of order or the proper administration of 
justice. 

Another important change in policy is that under the 
proposed legislation where a young person violates ~he ~aw he 
will be found guilty of a specific offence, such as m1sch1ef to 
public property or theft, rather than the general offence of 
delinquency. Again the purpose is to hold the young person more 
directly accountable for his criminal conduct. 

(4) SENTENCING 

The powers of the court to make a disposition in 
respect of a young person who is found guilty of an offenc: are 
greatly revitalized. The powers are modern and seem1ngly 
comprehensive. 
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The courts may make anyone of the following 
dispositions or any number of them that are not inconsistent 
with one another. 

(a) Absolute Discharge 

. The court by order may direct that the young person be 
d1sch~rged absolutely, if the court considers it to be in the 
bes~ 1~terests of the young person and not contrary to the 
pub11c 1nterest. 

(b) Fines 

The court may impose on the young person a fine not 
exceeding one thousand dollars to be paid at such time and on 
suc~ terms ~s the court may fix. This increase, from the 
prev10us.max1mum of twenty-five dollars, is most welcome. The 
t~enty-f1ve dollar limit greatly reduced the scope of levying 
f1nes. One result may have been that the court was compelled to 
make a more serious ~nter~e~tion in the liberty of the young 
person through the 1mpos1t10n of a ~robation order. 0uch a 
disposition is also costlier to administer. 

(c) Compensation Orders 

The court may order the young person to pay to any 
other person at such time and on such terms as the court may fix 
an amount by way of compensation for loss of or damage to 
property, for.l~ss of ~n~ome or support or for special damages 
for personal 1nJury ar1s1ng from the commission of the offence 
where the value thereof is readily ascertainable but no order 
shall be made for general damages. This provisio~ gives a clear 
statutory recognition to the desirability of compensation 
orders, ~h~ch are now made only as a condition of probation: 
The cond1t10n that the damage be readily ascertainable is in 
accordance with the present law. 

(d) Restitution 

. . The court may order the young person to make 
rest1tut10n to any other person of any property obtained by the 
young person as a result of the commission of the offence within 
such time as the court may fix, if the property is owned by that 
other person or was, at the time of the offence in his lawful 
poss~ssion. Restitution in this context has th: more technical 
mean1ng of r~turn of property~ Although it would appear to be 
more common 1n theft cases, it may still be relevant in some 
vandalism cases. 
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(e) Payment to Innocent Purchaser 

If any property obtained as a result of the commission 
of the offence has been sold to an innocent purchaser, where 
restitution of the property to its owner or any other person has 
been made or ordered, the court may order the young person to 
pay the purchaser, at such time and on such terms as .the court 
may fix, an amount not exceeding the amount pald by the 
purchaser for the property. This does not appear relevant to 
vandalism cases. 

(f) Personal Service Orders 

The court may order the young person to compensate any 
person in kind or by way of personal services at such time and 
on such terms as the court may fix for any loss, damage or 
injury suffered by that person in respect of which an order may 
be made under paragraph (c). This allows the court to order the 
young person to work directly for the victim. The consent of 
the victim is required. In many vandalism cases this may be the 
most appropriate type of order. For examp~e, ,it can b: ~sed to 
order a young person to work for his vlctlm, repalrlng the 
damage or doing other work such as cutting the gras~ or shovel
ling snow. The consent of the victim must be obtalned and the 
length of service cannot exceed two hundred and forty hours. 

(g) Community Service Orders 

The court may order the young person to perform a 
community service at such time and on such terms as the court 
may fix. This type of order, which is now commonly made as a 
condition of probation, permits the court to direct the young 
person to do work for the community in general, rather than for 
the victim. The kind of orders that are made are described 
elsewhere in this report. As with personal service orders, the 
length of service cannot exceed two hundred and forty hours. 

(h) Prohibition and Forfeiture 

The court may make any order of prohibi tion, seizure 
or forfeiture that may be imposed under any Act of Parliament or 
any regulation made thereunder where an accused is found guilty 
or' convicted of that offence. This power is probably not 
directly relevant to vandalism. 

(i) Probation Orders 

The court may place the young person on probation for 
a specified period not exceeding two years. The power to make 
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probation orders now more closely resembles the power to make 
probation orders in relation to adults. 

(j) Custody Orders 

The court may commit the young person to custody, to 
be served continuously or intermittently, for a specific period 
not exceeding two years from the date of committal. While the 
court may commit the young person to custody, it is within the 
power of a provincial official, known as the provincial 
director, in each case to choose the type of custody for the 
young person. The type of custody may range from open, unlocked 
group homes to secure, locked training schools. Once the court 
commits the young person to custody it has no authority to 
determine the setting in which the young will be placed. Thus, 
while the young person is under a custody order the primary 
responsibility for protecting society from further offences will 
lie with the provincial director. 

(k) Ancillary Orders 

The court may impose on the young person such other 
reasonable and ancillary conditions as it deems advisable and in 
the best interest of the young person and the public. 

At least two other changes should be noted in the 
policy on sentencing. First there is a two year maximum on the 
duration of any disposition. Under the Juvenile Delinquents Act 
the only limitation appears to be that the court has no 
jurisdiction over the juvenile when he reaches the age of 
twenty-one. 

Secondly, under the Young Offenders Act the court must 
specify the period of probation or custody. This is known as a 
definite or determinate sentence. It is generally regarded as 
desirable in the criminal law context, as it makes explicit the 
expectations on the offender. Under the Juvenile Delinquents 
Ac~, where the goal is treatment and rehabilitation, the length 
of the disposition, in effect, is determined largely by the 
conduct and behaviour of the juvenile while under sentence. If 
the juvenile responds well, he may be released soon' if he has 
difficulties, whatever the reason may be, he may be' held for a 
considerable period of time. 

Finally, it must be noted that the Young Offenders Act 
does not contain a provision similar to section 22 of the 
Juvenile Delinquents Act, permitting the court to order the 
parents of a child to pay damages where the parent has conduced 
to the commission of the offence. The reasons of the federal 
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government for not including such a provision are set our m~re 
fully in the next chapter. In brief, the view is that holdlng 
parents liable for the criminal acts of their children under
mines the individual responsibility of children and that the 
concept of vicarious liability runs contrary to civil rights and 
is an unwarranted extension of criminal law. 

It is not within the scope of this report to examine 
in detail the many issues raised by the proposed Young Offenders 
Acto however there are a number of principles reflected in the 
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proposed legislation that will assist in dealing m?re effect~ve
ly and more fairly with young persons who commlt vandallsm. 
Accordingly, it is recommended that, 

The proposed Young Offenders Act should be supported 
insofar as it includes the following principles: 
(a) young persons who commit offences should bear 

responsibility for their contraventions although 
they should not in all instances suffer the same 
consequences for their behaviour as adults. 

(b) a young person should be subject to the criminal 
law only where he commits an offence against 
federal law. 

(c) young persons who commit an offence against feder
al law should be dealt with on the basis of the 
specific offence rather than the general condition 
of delinquency. 

(d) the sentencing options, in general, and compen
sation, restitution and community service orders 
in particular, provide a useful range of dis
positions for young persons who commit vandalism. 

However, one matter of particular concern is that 
although cus'tody is given a very broad definition so that it 
CO'lers a wide range of services, the court has no au thori ty to 
sentence the young person to a particular level of custody. The 
type of custody is treated by the Act as an administrative 
decision rather than as a judicial decision. Furthermore, where 
a review of custody is initiated, the role of the court in 
determining whether the young person ought to be released and 
placed on probation is very limited. Because of these limi
tations on the court in respect of custody it may be difficult 
for the court to exercise its responsibilities in relation to 
both the protection of society and the interests of the child. 
Therefore, it is recommended that, 

The proposed Young Offenders Act should authorize the 
court to determine the level of custody required for 
an offender and to determine whether the young person 
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may be released from custody prior to the completion 
of his sentence. 

C. CIVIL LIABILITY FOR ACTS OF VANDALISM 

The Criminal Code, the Juvenile Delinquents Act, and 
the proposed Young Offenders Act are all legislation in relation 
to criminal law under the constitutional powers of the federal 
government. As stated at the beginning of this chapter, the 
criminal law is public law. Its primary purpose is to protect 
the interests of SOCiety and the public in general. Offenders 
are prosecuted by the state on behalf of the public interest and 
penalties are imposed. 

Private interests, that is, the interests of indi
vidual citizens, are dealt with under private civil law. Civil 
law in this context means law that is not criminal law. The 
distinction is important because different courts, different 
standards of proof, different remedies, and different rules of 
procedure are involved. 

The area of private civil law that is most relevant to 
vandalism is the law of torts. A tort may be described as a 
civil wrong for which the remedy is the payment of a sum of 
money as an indemnity or compensation. 

(l) TRESPASS 

Within the law of torts,vandalism that is wilful 
damage or destruction of the property of another constitutes the 
tort of trespass. Although in common usage trespass connotes 
unlawful entry on to the land of another, in law trespass 
includes both intentional interference with land and intentional 
interference with chattels. Accordingly a trespass to land may 
include not only wrongful entry on to land but also remaining on 
the land after being requested to leave and interfering with 
land by causing objects or materials to enter upon the land. 
Thus an action for trespass could be brought against vandals who 
trample a flower bed, who refuse to leave a tecreation centre 
when ordered out, who break bottles in the park or who throw 
rocks at school windows. 

A trespass to chattels consists of intentional inter
ference with the personal property of another. Again, there 
need not be personal contact with the article. Propelling an 
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object or matter against personal property is trespass. Throw
ing eggs at a truck or spray painting street signs is trespass. 

Although in earlier times persons were held strictly 
liable for trespass, under the present law it must be shown that 
the conduct was intentional. However, that may mean only that 
the person intended to do the act; he need not know that it was 
wrong. Moreover, it may not be necessary to prove actual damage 
to the land or chattels, though, of course, the amount of damage 
would greatly affect the award given to the victim. 

The right to bring an action for trespass is the right 
of the person who has the right to possession of the'land or 
chattel. That may not always be the person who has legal title. 
For example, where a tenant has exclusive possession of the 
house, it is the tenant, not the landlord, who has the right to 
bring an action against the trespasser. 

The general principle governing damage awards for 
trespass is restitution: the trespasser should restore the 
plaintiff as nearly as possible to his original position at the 
time the trespass was committed. Where the trespasser has 
exhibi ted "violent and arrogant conduct" Canadi an cour t swill 
allow recovery of punitive damages, even though no actual damage 
can be shown. 

An important point to note with respect to actions for 
trespass is that a previous criminal conviction arising out of 
the same circumstances will not bar an action for trespass. 
Thus, a person who has been convicted of mischief for vapdal
izing a cottage may also be sued in separate proceedings for 
trespass. It must also be pointed out, however, that if 
restitution was awarded in the criminal proceeding the civil 
award for trespass will be reduced by the amount payable 
pursuant to the restitution order. 

In an appropriate case there may be a number of 
advantages to taking civil action against a vandal. Throughout 
Ontario, cases in which the claim for damages does not exceed 
$1,000 may be tried in the small claims court. In Toronto, a 
provincial court (civil division) has been created as a pilot 
project with jurisdiction over claims that do not exceed $3,000. 
Small claims courts and the provincial court (civil division) 
are relatively informal and use streamlined procedures for 
trying civil cases. Court staff are accustomed to providing 
assistance to the parties regarding the court procedures to be 
followed. In many cases the parties are able to conduct the 
case without the assistance of a lawyer. Normally the 
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succ~ssful party is able to recover at least part of his actual 
expenses in conducting the case. 

Another f·actor to be considered in taking civil action 
is that the claimant need only prove that on the balance of 
probabilities his case is made out. This standard applies in 
all civil courts. In criminal proceedings the offence must be 
proven beyond a reasonable doubt. 

(2) CIVIL LIABILITY OF CHILDREN 

One of the most important principles of civil 
liability is that there is no distinction between adults and 
children. In a 1799 case, Jennings v. Randall, Lord Kenyon, a 
British judge declared: 

[I]f an infant commit an assault or utter slander, God 
forbid that he should not be answerable for it in a 
Court of Justice. 

Thus, a child is liable for the tort of trespass the same as an 
adult is' liable. No special rules apply. Of course, it must be 
proven that the trespass was intentional, but that requirement 
exists for both adults and children. In any event in the age 
range of children most likely to commit vandalism it would not 
likely be difficult. to show that the trespass was intentional. 

Perhaps the reason that civil action against young 
vandals is not often proposed is that it is felt that a judgment 
against a minor cannot be enforced •. Nevertheless, it appears 
that in fact a judgment against a child may be enforced in the 
same way as a judgment against an adult. For example, an order 
may be obtained to have his property seized and sold and an 
order may be obtained to have his wages garnished. While 
neither an adult nor a child will likely have sufficient earn
ings or assets to pay for a school that is burned to the ground, 
many young people would have enough to pay for a broken window, 
a slashed car tire or a damaged park bench. It is not necessary 
to enforce the judgment immediately. Indeed, it is sufficient 
if legal action to enforce the judgment is taken within twenty 
years. The civil suit for the trespass must be started within 
six years. 

'(3) CIVIL LIABILITY OF PARENTS 

Although it is common to speak of the liability of 
parents, our legal tradition has never imposed civil liability 
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on parents as such. No parental liability is imposed for the 
tort of a child simply by virtue of the parent-child relation
ship. That does not mean, however, that a person who is a 
parent may not be liable where a child has committed a wrong. 

The general principle of law is that liability is 
incurred where a person responsible for supervising and control
ling the child is negligent in performing that responsibility. 
Most often, of course, the responsible person is a parent. 
However, it is possible that other persons may be exercising 
that responsibility, in which case they would be liable for 
their negligence. It is not presumed in every case where a 
child has committed a wrong that someone has been negligent in 
supervising the child. If that were so, parents and others 
could protect themselves only by keeping each of their children 
under constant surveillance. But where it is reasonable to 
assume that the parent or guardian was aware that the child is 
likely to commit a wrong then negligence may be attributed to 
the parent or guardian. A parent who knows that his or her 
child has a propensity to throw rocks or play with matches will 
have a greater responsibility to control the child. 

In his book, The Law of Torts, Fleming (1977), a 
leading authority, concludes: 

The standard exacted by law is that of reasonable care 
and has regard to the practices and usages prevailing 
in the community and the common understanding of what 
is practicable. This requires a weighing of the risks 
to others which the child's conduct involves against 
the competing need, to which courts have been much 
alive, of giving those growing-up sufficient scope to 
develop a sense of personal responsibility and 
reasonable latitude in pursuing forms of amusement and 
activity not necessarily restricted to those alone 
that are perfectly safe and harmless. (p. 670) 

Accordingly, where it is clear that a parent has been negligent 
in supervising a child's conduct the parent may be sued and 
ordered to pay damages to the victim. 

Although the legal liability of parents is not affect
ed, it should be pointed out that parents may insure themselves 
against liability for damage caused by their children. Indeed, 
the common home protection package includes personal liability 
insurance. Furthermore these policies usually apply to members 
of the immediate family of the insured. Therefore, if the child 
is found legally responsible but the parent is not found legally 
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responsible, the personal liability insurance of the insured 
parent will likely pay for the damage done by the childo 

The question of whether or not the law relating to 
parental liability ought to be changed is considered in the next 
chapter. 

D. PROVINCIAL LEGISLATION RELATING TO VAnDALISM 

As mentioned at thel)eginning of this chapter the 
Province has the power to impose punishment for enforcing the 
laws that it is constitutionally empowered to make. As a result 
the Legislature has created in its legislation a wide range of 
offences to enforce observance of Ontario laws. Provincial 
offences differ from criminal offences not only in the consti
tutional authority under which they are made, but also in their 
scope and purpose. In scope they are aimed at specific conduct 
in relation to specific subject matter. Their direct purpose is 
not the protection of society from breach of the peace or 'from 
conduct contrary to general moral principles but the enforcement 
of other provincial legislation for regulating activities in the 
public interest. Nevertheless there are some types of conduct 
that constitute both a criminal offence and a provincial 
offence. In some cases an act of vandalism may be a provincial 
offence. 

(1) TYPICAL OFFENCES 

The most obvious provincial offence relating to 
vandalism is a breach of the Trespass to Property Act, which 
will be di.scussed in detail below. 

Other examples are the following: 

(a) The Cemeteries Act 

61.-(1) No person shall, 
(a) wilfully destroy, mutilate, deface, injure or 

remove any tomb, monument, gravestone or other 
structure placed in a cemetery, or any fence~ 
railing or other work for the protection or 
ornament of a cemetery, or of any such tomb, 
monument, gravestone or other structure or of 
any lot in a cemetery; 

(b) wilfully destroy, cut, break or injure any 
tree, any shrub or plant in a cemetery, or 
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wilfully injure, destroy 
ing or structure or any 
works in a cemetery; 

. . . 

or deface any build
road, walk or other 

(f) commit a nuisance in a cemetery. 

( 2) Every person who contravenes any of the 
, ()' 7 i1ty of an offence 

provisions ~f ~ubS:ctl1~~b1~ t~S aO~ine of not less than 
and on convlctl0n lS 1 
$4 and not more than $40. 

. . . 
ho contravenes subsection (1) or 

(4) Every p:rson w 'able in an action in the name 
subsection (3) lS also 11 f a burial plot upon 
of the owner of the cemetery or 0 1 f 1 ac t 

'd r other un aw u 
which the damage lS one 0 l'oned by his 

'd all damages occas 
comml t te to pa.y d the damages shall be 
unlawful act and, when recovere , f the 
applied under the direction of the own~r :f the 
cemetery for the reparation and reconstructlon 

property destroyed. 

(b) The Education Act 

'If lly interrupts or 188 -( 1) Every person who W1 u , 
• d' of a school or class lS 

disquiets the procee d
1ngs 

iction is liable to a 
guilty of an offence an on conv 
fine of not more than $100. 

(c) The Highway Traffic Act 

1f 11 moves defaces or 160 Every person who wi u y re , ' b _ 
• 'th ny notlce or 0 struc 

in any manner interferes Wl a , It of an 
tion lawfully placed on a highway lS gui Y f t 

, . i liable to a fine 0 no 
offence an.d on convlctl0n s th $500 or to imprison-
less than $100 and not more :~ six months or to 
ment for a term of not more an , 

both. 

(d) The Public Parks Act 

19.-(1) No person shall, 

. . . 
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(e) wilfully or maliciously injure, hurt, deface, 
tear or destroy any ornamental or shade tree or shrub 
or plant, or any statue, fountain, vase or fixture of 
ornament or utility in any street, park, avenue, drive 
or other public place under the control of the board 
[of park management], 

. . . 
(f) wilfully or maliciously injure, hurt or 

otherwise molest or disturb any animal, bird or fish 
kept in any such park or in the lakes or ponds 
connected therewith. 

(2) Every person who contravenes any provision of 
subsection (1) is guilty of an offence and on con
viction is liable to a fine of not less than $1 and 
not more tha.n $20; or may be imprisoned for a term of 
not more than thirty days; and is liable to an action 
at the suit of the board to make good any damage done 
by him. 

There are undoubtedly many other provincial offences that are 
relevant to vandalism. 

One of the most notable features about these offences 
is that the penalties are not very severe in relation to the 
penalties available under the Criminal Code. In part that is a 
reflection of the fact that the purpose of the offence is not 
directly to punish crim.:nal behaviour. Even so, the fines seem 
inordinately low in the context of our modern economy. There
fore, it is recommended that, 

A maximum fine of $1,000 should be considered for 
provincial offences relating to wilful damage or 
destruction of property. 

As in the case of monetary amounts for Criminal Code 
offences the fines for provincial offences relating to vandalism 
should be reviewed regularly. Therefore, it is recommended 
that, 

The appropriateness of the maximum fines for 
provincial offences relating to wilful damage or 
destruction of property should be reviewed on a 
periodic basis. 
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(2) PROCEDURE FOR PROVINCIAL OFFENCES 

A new code of procedure has been created under the 
Provincial Offences Act for the prosecution of provincial 
offences in Ontario. The background to and operation of this 
Act are described more fully in a booklet, Minor Offences 
(available without charge from the Ministry of the Attorney 
General). It must be pointed out, however, that while the 
Juvenile Delinquents Act remains in effect persons under the age 
of sixteen years will be dealt with under that Act when they 
breach a provincial statute. 

The Act establishes two separate procedural processes, 
one for minor provincial offences and one for more serious or 
more complex provincial offences, such as environmental protec
tion cases or securities trading offences. Under Part I of the 
Act minor offences may be dealt with in a simple and expeditious 
way. A provincial offences officer (a police officer or a 
person or class of persons designated by a Cabinet minister, 
such as conservation officers) who believes that a person has 
committed an offence may issue an offence notice to the person 
at the time of the offence or within thirty days. This notice 
is similar to the summary conviction ticket that was previously 
used for highway traffic violations. 

The person who receives the offence notice has fifteen 
days in which to choose from among the following three options: 

(a) Not guilty 

5.-(1) Where an offence notice is served on a 
de'fendant, he may plead not guilty by signing the not 
guilty plea on the offence notice and indicate his 
desire in the form prescribed on the notice to appear 
or be represented at a trial and deliver the offence 
notice to the office of the court specified in the 
notice. 

(b) Guilty, with an explanation 

7.-(1) Where an offence notice is served on a 
defendant and he does not wish to dispute the charge 
but wishes to make submissions as to penalty, in
cluding the extension of time for payment, he may 
attend at the time and place specified in the notice 
and may appear before a justice sitting in court for 
the purpose of pleading guilty to the offence and 
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making submissions as to penalty, and the justice may 
enter a conviction and impose the set fine or such 
lesser fine as is permitted by law. 

(c) Guilty 

8.-(1) Where an offence notice is served on a 
defendant and he does not wish to dispute the charge, 
he may sign the plea of guilty on the offence notice 
and deliver the offence notice and amount of the set 
fine to the office of the court specified in the 
notice. 

This procedure saves countless appearances in court 
where the defendant intends to plead guilty. In general it 
greatly streamlines the procedure used in the administration of 
justice for minor offences. At the same time, safeguards are 
built into the procedures to ensure the defendant full 
opportunity to be heard if he wishes. 

One of the advantages of the offence notice system is 
that it allows the alleged unlawful behaviour to be dealt with 
as quickly as possible. Long delays between the allegation of 
the offence and the final verdict bring the administration of 
justice into disrepute and diminish the effect of any sentence 
that may be imposed. Although a larger fine might be imposed 
under the Criminal Code it may be advantageous in some instances 
of vandalism to proceed under the Provincial Offences Act and 
issue an offence notice to the defendant so that the penalty 
will have an effect more immediately. Accordingly, it is 
recommended that, . 

Proceeding by way of offence notice under the 
Provincial Offences Act should be considered where 
appropriate for provincial offences related to 
vandalism. 

In order to use the offence notice procedure it is 
necessary that there be a set fine for the offence, that is, a 
fixed amount that is assessed for any violation for which the 
offence notice is used. This is the principle that has been 
well established in relation to highway traffic offences. For 
example, for an improper left turn the set fine is $53 although 
the Highway Traffic Act permits a maximum fine of $100. In 
practice the fine is set by the chief judge of the provincial 
court (criminal division). 

As no fine has been set for a number of provincial 
offences relating to property damage, such as damage under the 
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Cemeteries Act, in order to give effect to the previous 
recommendation, it is recommended that, 

In appropriate cases fines should be set for 
provincial offences relating to damage to property so 
that the offence notice procedure under the Provincial 
Offences Act will be available. 

Where the offence notice procedure is not appropriate, 
as in a case of serious damage where a penalty higher than the 
set fine is sought, the provincial offences officer may lay an 
information and proceed under Part III of the Act. 

Part III of the Provincial Offences Act provides for 
the initiation of formal proceedings similar to the summary 
conviction procedure under the Criminal Code, which previously 
applied to provincial offences. The Act sets out in detail the 
rules for the conduct of these trials. 

(3) SENTENCING 

The principal penalty for provincial offences is the 
fine. Improved procedures are contained in the Act for collect
ing unpaid fines. Jail is to be considered only where all other 
efforts fail to collect the fine. As mentioned above, commenc
ing proceedings under Part III permits the court to assess a 
fine greater than a set fine where the offence notice is used. 

The maximum fine in each case is the maximum es
tablished under the specific legislation creating the offence. 
Where no penalty is prescribed for a provincial offence the 
maximum penalty is a fine of $2,000 (section 62). 

The Provincial Offences Act also contains the 
following provision: 

71. Where an Act provides th'3.t a fine may be sus
pended subject to the performance of a condition, 

(a) the period of suspension shall be fixed by 
the court and shall be for not more than 
one year; 

(b) the court shall provide in its order of 
suspension the method of proving the 
performance of the condition; 

(c) the suspension is in addition to and not 
in lieu of any other power of the court in 
respect of the fine; and 
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(d) 
the fine is not in default until fifteen 
day~ have elapsed after notice that the 
per10d of suspension has expired is given 
to the defendant. 

" Therefore, a statute creating an f 
prov1de for suspension of a fin b" 0 fence may al s 0 
condition. e su Ject to performance of a 

Where a proceeding has been commen 
information under Part III ced by way of 

d ' the court may also make a probat1"on or ere Section 72 states: 

" 72.-(1) Where a defendant is convicted of an off 
ln a proceeding commenced by information th ence 

:::k' r~:nvding regard to the age, char'act:rco::~ 
and ~h "of the defendant, the nature of the offence 

e c1rcumstances surrounding its commission, 
(a) suspend the passing of sentence and direct 

tha~ ~he defendant comply with the 

( b) ~ond1t1?n~ prescribed in a probation order; 
1n add1tlon to fining the defendant or 
~:~te~cing him to imprisonment, whether in 

" au t of payment of a fine or otherwise, 
d1re:t"that the defendant comply with the 
condltlons prescribed in a probation order 

. . . 
(2) A probation d 

or er shall be deemed to contain the 
conditions that , 

(a) the defendant not commit th 
reI t d e same or any 

a e or similar offence, or any offence 
under a statute of Canada or Ontario or any 

b
other p:ovince of Canada that is punishable 

y impr1sorunent· 
(b) the defendant ap'pear b f h e ore t e court as and 

when required; and 
(c) the defendant notify th f e court o· any change 

in his address. 

(3) In addition to the cond"t" 
subsection (2) h 1 10ns set out in 

d " ' t e court may prescribe the foIl i 
con itlons in a probation order ow ng 

(a) that the defendant sa~isfy any compensation 
?r restitution that is required or author
lzed by an Act; 

(b) with the consent of the defendant and where 
the conviction is of an offence that is 
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punishable by imprisonment, that the de
fendant perform a community service as set 
out in the order; 

(c) where the conviction is of an offence 
punishable by imprisonment, such other con
ditions relating to the circumstances of the 
offence and of the defendant that con
tributed to the commission of the offence as 
the court considers appropriate to prevent 
similar unlawful conduct or to contribute to 
the rehabilitation of the defendant; or 

(d) where considered necessary for the purpose 
of implementing the condi tions of the pro
bation order, that the defendant report to a 
responsible person designated by the court 
and, in addition, where the circumstances 
warrant it, that the defendant be under the 
supervision of the person to whom he is 
required to report. 

A number of points are worth noting in connection with 
this provlslon. First, the probation order may be made in ad
dition to another penalty. Second, the defendant is restrained 
from committing the same or any related or similar offence. 
Third, the defendant may only be required to satisfy any compen
sation or restitution where authorized by some other Ontario 
statute. Fourth, a community service order may be made with the 
(::"'TIsent of the defendant and where the offence is punishable by 
imprisonment. 

A probation order may remain in force for a maximum of 
two years. 

With respect to sentences for provincial offences, it 
is recommended that, 

Ontario statutes creating offences related to vandal
ism should be amended to include where appropriate, 
(a) provisions for suspension of fines subject to the 

performance of a condition, and 
(b) authority to order payment of compensation or 

restitution. 

(4) OTHER PROVISIONS 

Like the Criminal Code, the Provincial Offences Act 
contains provisions regarding parties to an offence and 
counselling offences. 
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An important difference between criminal offences and 
provincial offences is that there is no general power of arrest. 
The power to arrest for a provincial offence must be conferred 
by the particulQr statute creating the offence, such as the 
Trespass to Property Act. However, in most cases involving 
damage to property where it is necessary to arrest the offender, 
proceedings can be taken under the Criminal Code, in which case 
those arrest powers can be exercised. 

A private individual may lay an information and 
commence proceedings under Part III. 

(5) THE TRESPASS TO PROPERTY ACT 

There is one provincial statute that may have particu
lar relevance to the problem of vandalism: that is the Trespass 
to Property Act. Ontario has had legislation since 1834 making 
it an offence to enter premises where entry is forbidden. The 
legislation was greatly revitalized in 1980. Insofar as vandal
ism often involves unlawful entry or activity on the premises of 
another, the provisions of the Trespass to Property Act may be 
pertinent. 

The operative section of the Act provides, 

2.-(1) Every person who is not acting under a right 
or authority conferred by law and who, 

(a) without the express permission of the occu
pier, the proof of which rests on the 
defendant, 
(i) enters on premises when entry is pro

hibited under this Act, or 
(ii) engages in an activity on premises when 

the activity is prohibited under this 
Act; or 

(b) does not leave the premises immediately after 
he is directed to do so by the occupier of 
the premises or a person authorized by the 
occupier, 

is guilty of an offence and on conviction is liable to 
a fine of not more than $1,000. 

"Premises" includes not only lands and structures but 
also other things such as cars and boats (section l(l)(b)). 
School sites are specifically mentioned as being covered by the 
legislation. 
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The meaning of "occupier" is also important to an 
understanding of the Act: 

1.-( 1) 
(a) 

In this Act, 
"occupier" includes, 
(i) a person who is in physical possession 

of premises, or 
(ii) a person who has responsibility for. and 

control over the condition of prem1ses 
or the activities there carried on, or 
control over persons allowed to enter 
the premises, 

notwithstanding that there is more than one occupier 
of the same premises 

• 0 • 

Accordingly, the occupier need not be the owner. 
rights of an occupier may be conferred upon others. 
manager of a community centre may have the rights of 
under the Act. 

Also, the 
Thus, the 

an occupier 

Under the Act entry is prohibited by notice to that 
effect. Notice may be given orally or in writing, by si~ns, or 
by a special marking system created under the ~ct (sect10n 5). 
For certain types of premises, however, entry 1S presumed to be 
prohibited without any notice: 

3.-(1) Entry on premises may be prohibited by notice 
to that effect and entry is prohibited without any 
notice on premises, 

(a) that is a garden, field or other land that is 
under cultivation, including a lawn, orchard, 
vineyard and premises on which trees have 
been planted and have not attained an average 
height of more than two metres an~ woodlots 
on land used primarily for agr1cultural 

(b) 
purposes; or . . 
that is enclosed in a manner that 1nd1cates 
the occupier's intention to keep persons off 
the premises or to keep animals on the 
premises. 

Thus a vandal who breaks down a hedge or tramples a flower bed 
b h d ·th trespass, even though no notice was posted may e c arge W1 

prohibiting entry. 
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It is also important to note that there are two other 
offences contained in section 2, set out above. First, it is an 
offence to engage in activities prohibited in accordance with 
the provisions of the Act. The Act establishes a sign system 
for prohibiting activities. For example, it would be possible 
to prohibit fires in public parks, or mini-bike riding in 
schoolyards. 

Second, failure to leave the premises after being told 
to do so is also an offence. This provision may be of greatest 
use in preventing vandalism because failure to leave a recre
ation centre, park or a school when directed to do so could 
result in charges under the Act. 

Enforcement provisions 

The Trespass to Property Act is particularly note
worthy for its range of enforcement procedures. As mentioned 
above the Act may be enforced not only by the occupier but by 
persons authorized by him. A booklet, Property Protection and 
Oatdoor Opportunities, published by the Ministry of the Attorney 
General states: 

Under the Act, the occupier may authorize any person 
to enforce the arrest provisions. The owner of a 
shopping centre may wish to authorize security guards. 
A school board may wish to authorize school principals 
and vice-principals. An apartment owner may wish to 
authorize the building superintendent. (p. 18) 

The Trespass to Property Act, 1980 is one of the few 
provincial statutes that permits an arrest to be made. Section 
9 provides: 

9.-(1) A police officer~ or the occupier of 
premises, or a person authorized by the occupier may 
arrest without warrant any person he believes on 
reasonable and probable grounds to be on the premises 
in contravention of section 2. 

(2) Where the person who makes an arrest under sub
section (1) is not a police officer, he shall promptly 
call for the assistance of a police officer and give 
the person arrested into the custody of the police 
officer. 
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Although an occupier or person authorized by him may 
make an arrest, as with arrests under the Criminal Code, private 
arrests should be avoided wherever possible. 

The power of private arrest exists only where the 
trespasser is on the property. Therefore, if the identity of 
the vandal is unknown he would be able to avoid arrest simply by 
stepping off the property. This was perceived to be a problem 
particularly at schools. Consequently, the Act specifically 
states, 

10. Where a police officer believes on reasonable 
and probable grounds that a person has been in contra
vention of section 2 and has made fresh departure from 
the premises, and the person refuses to give his name 
and address, or there are reasonable and probable 
grounds to believe that the name or address given is 
false, the police officer may arrest the person 
without warrant. 

The Act also deals specifically with trespass 
committed by means of motor vehicles, such as trail bikes on 
farmlands. Often the driver will be able to escape without 
being identified. However, because the owner can be traced 
through the motor vehicle licence number, the owner may be held 
liable for the trespass. 

Since trespass is a provincial offence the occupier 
may conduct a private prosecution under the Provincial Offences 
Act. The maximum fine is $1,000, a very considerable increase 
from the $100 maximum under the previous legislation. 

A provincial offences officer may lay on information 
under Part ill of the Provincial Offences Act or may issue an 
offence notice. The set fine is $53. 

An important feature of the Trespass to Property Act 
is that the court can be required to award compensation up to 
$1,000 to the victim. The Act provides, 

12.-(1) Where a person is convicted of an offence 
under section 2, and a person has suffered damage 
caused by the person convicted during the commission 
of the offence, the court shall, on the request of the 
prosecutor and with the consent of the person who suf
fered the damage, determine the damages and shall make 
a judgment for damages against the person convicted in 
favour of the person who suffered the damage, but no 
judgment shall be for an amount in excess of $1,000. 
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However, where the damages exceed $1,000 the victim 
cannot sue in a civil court for the excess. A choice must be 
made to take the $1,000 maximum under this Act or to sue for the 
whole amount in a civil court. 

Finally, it should also be pointed out that where the 
prosecution is conducted by a private prosecutor, on conviction 
the defendant may be required to pay the actual costs of the 
prosecution. 

Public education programs about the Trespass to 
Property Act have largely focussed on its relevance to 
recreational USB of land. Future public education programs 
could give equal emphasis to its usefulness in preventing 
vandalism and preserving property. Accordingly, it is 
recommended that, 

The Trespass to Property Act should be specifically 
included in any public information about provincial 
legislation relating to vandalism. 

(6) OTHER PROVINCIAL LEGISLATION 

The Municipal Act 

As mentioned at the beginning of this chapter; under 
the Municipal Act a municipality may make by-laws to regulate 
conduct that may amount to vandalism. The example given there 
was the power to make by-laws prohibiting defacing of signs. 
Another example is the power ta make a by-law prohibiting 
vehicles in parks (section 208, paragraph 42). 

Section 104 of the Act provides, 

104. Every council may pass such by-laws and make 
such regulations for the health, safety, morality and 
welfare of the inhabitants of the municipality in 
matters not specifically provided for by this Act as 
may be deemed expedient and are not contrary to law, 
and for governing the proceedings of the council, the 
conduct of its members and the calling of meetings. 

However, the power to make by-laws at least in respect 
of morality is interpreted very restrictively, and to that 
extent it may be limited in its applications. 

Municipal by-law offences are governed by the 
Provincial Offences Act. 
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The Child Welfare Act 

The Child Welfare Act is relevant to vandalism in at 
least two ways. The more specific of the two is section 54, 
which imposes a curfew on persons under sixteen: 

54.-(2) No person under sixteen years of age shall 
loiter in any place to which the public has access 
between the hours of 10 o'clock in the afternoon and 6 
o'clock in the morning of the following day or be in 
any place of public resort or entertainment during 
such hours unless accompanied by the person's parent 
or an adult appointed by the parent or in the case of 
a child in the lawful care or custody of a society, an 
adult appointed by the society to accompany that 
persone 

(3) A person found contravening any provlslon of 
this section may be warned by a police officer, and, 
if the warning is not regarded or if, after the 
warning, the person is again found contravening any 
provision of this section, the person may be taken by 
the police officer to the person's home or to a place 
of safety and where the person is taken to a place of 
safety, the person shall be brought before a court as 
if the person had been apprehended pursuant to section 
21 or 22. 

Under the Act a "place of safety" is a place specially desig
nated, such as a receiving or foster home. A child apprehended 
pursuant to ~ection 21 or 22 must be brought before the family 
court to determine whether the child is in need of protection. 

Municipalities sometimes feel that vandalism is 
associated with youths loitering in the streets at night. A 
curfew is often proposed as a means of dealing with this 
problem. Thus, section 54 of the Child Welfare Act is available 
to be used by the police in appropriate cases. 

The Act also makes it an offence for parents to permit 
their children to loiter after 10 o'clock at night: 

94.-(1) Every person who, 
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(e) is a parent and who permits his or her child 
to contravene any provision of subsection 
54( 1) or (2); 

· . . 
is guilty of an offence and on conviction by the court 
is liable to a fine of not more than $1,000 or ••• to 
imprisonment for a term of not more than one year, or 
to both. 

The Child Welfare Act is also relevant to some aspects 
of vandalism through its broader purpose of providing services 
and assistance to children and parents who are experiencing 
problems in the family. 

of, 
Under the Act a children's aid society has the duty 

6.-(2) 

(b) protecting children where necessary 
(c) providing guidance, counselling and other 

services to families for protecting children 
or for prevention of circumstances requiring 
the protection of children. 

Consequently, where a particular act of vandalism is seen to be 
related to a child's underlying social and psychological con
dition, action can be taken under the Child Welfare Act to meet 
the ~e:d~ of the chi~d and his fam~ly. A children's aid society 
may lultlate proceedlngs in respect of a child under sixteen 
years of age who is alleged to be a child in need of protection. 
The definition of "child in need of protection" appears to be 
broad enough to deal with any condition or behaviour of a young 
person that might be related to his acts of vandalism: 

19.-(1) · . . 
(b) "child in need of protection" means, 

· . . 
(iii) a child where the person in whose 

charge the child is, cannot for any 
reason care properly for the child, 

· . . 
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(v) a child found associating with an 

(vi) 
unfit or improper person, 
a child found begging or r,..-ceiving 
charity in a public place, 

(vii) a child where the person in whose 

(viii) 

(ix) 

(x) 

(xi) 

charge the child is is unable to 
control the child, 
a child who without sufficient cause 
is habitually absent from home or 
school, 
a child where the person in whose 
charge the child is neglects or 
refuses to provide or obtain proper 
medical, surgical or other recognized 
remedial care or treatment necessary 
for the child's health or well-being, 
or refuses to permit such care or 
treatment to be supplied to the child 
when it is recommended by a legally 
qualified medical practitioner, .or 
otherwise fails to protect the ch1ld 
adequately, 
a child whose emotional or mental 

development is endangered because of 
emotional rejection or dep",5.vation of 
affection by the person in whose 
charge the child is, 
a child whose life, health or morals 
may be endangered by the conduct of 
the person in whose charge the child 
is 

. . . 
Thus where acts of vandalism are related to in

effective pare~tal supervision, a harmful social environment, or 
an untreated condition of a child, the child may be found in 
need of protection. A hearing to find a ch!ld ~~ ~ee~ of 
protection is held in the provincial court (fam1ly d1v1s1on). 

30.-(1) Where a court finds a child to be a child in 
need of protection ••• the court shall make the one of 
the following orders that the court considers to be in 
the best interests of the child, namely: 

1. That the child be placed with or returned to the 
child's parent or other person, subject to 
supervision by the society having jurisdiction in 
the area where the judge hearing the case 
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presides at the time of the hearing, for a period 
of not less than six months and not more than 
twelve months as ill the circumstances of the case 
the court considers advisable. 

2. That the child be made a ward of and committed to 
the care and custody of the society having 
jurisdiction in the area where the judge hearing 
the case presides at" the time of the hearing, for 
such period, not exceeding twelve months, as in 
the circumstances of the case the court considers 
advisable. 

3. That the child be made a ward of the Crown until 
the wardship is terminated ••• and that the child 
be committed to the care of the society having 
jurisdiction in the area where the judge hearing 
the case presides at the time of the hearing. 

Where the child is placed with a parent subject to 
supervision by a children's aid society, counselling or thera
peutic programs can be provided for the child and the family. A 
child who is made a ward of the children's aid society or the 
Crown will usually be placed in a foster home, group home, or 
special treatment centre, according to his needs. 

E. CONCLUSION ON THE LAW RELATING TO VANDALISM 

This lengthy but far from comprehensive review of the 
law relating to vandalism clearly demonstrates that there is no 
lack of legal remedies for dealing'with vandalism. Yet, vandal
ism is still regarded as an important problem in our society. 
In view of the broad range of remedies available and number of 
levels dt which legal action can be ta.ken it is not readily ap
parent that vandalism continues to be a problem because of major 
deficiencies in our system of legislation and legal rights. A 
number of areas where the law could be improved have been noted 
and recommendations have been made accordingly. But, any 
suggestion that there is a "legal solution" to vandalism must be 
regarded with scepticism. Proposals that there should be more 
laws 'to deal with vandalism must be seriously questioned. Laws 
are not ends in themselves: they are simply means by which the 
community regulates itself and realizes its social goals. 
Ultimately, they belong to the community. Thus, it appears that 
it is the decision of the community whether or not it wishes to 
take advantage of the laws it has made for itself. Laws are not 
self-enforcing. They depend upon the willingness of individuals 
and the community to invoke them. As with many other issues 
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discussed in this report, so with the law -- full commun~ty 
effort and commitment is required in the struggle to deal w1th 
complex social problems. Therefore, we must always be aware 
that the apparent weaknesses of the law may in fact be weak
nesses in ourselves -- in our willingness to become involved, 
and in our commitment to using the full force of the laws we 

have already made. 

PART II 

In conclusion it is recommended that, 

Subject to the recommendations made in this report, no 
new legislation is required to deal with the problems 

of vandalism. 

consideration should be given to the effectiveness of 
providing more public information about the law 

relating to vandalism. 

CURRENT PROGRAMS IN ONTARIO 

The previous section outlines in some detail the 
various kinds of legal remedies that are available both to deal 
with the apprehended offender and to try to allow the owne~ of 
property to protect that property. In additi~n, the var10US 
ways in which the owner of vandalized property m1ght attempt to 

recover his costs have been outlined. 

The remainder of the chapter describes what we, as 
members of society, are currently doing outside the legal arena 
to try to reduce the amount of vandalism that occurs. 

Numerous claims have been made for different types of 
vandalism prevention programs; yet few if any of these seem to 
be programs that can be given unqualified support. There c~n ?e 
little disagreement with the motives behind the progr~ms; 1t .1S 
simply that there are few data to support the general1~ed cla1~s 
of effectiveness that are usually made for them. It 1S unfa1r 
and unwise to create an expectation of success that cannot be 
fulfilled. Repeated failure unde rmines commi tme~ t, increas es 
frustration, and generates bitterness. However, Slnce there are 
probably some circumstances where each tvpe of program would be 
effective it is important to outline the types of programs 
operating'in Ontario that were brought to the attention of the 
Task Force. No attempt has been made to prepare an inventory of 
all the programs in existence in Ontario. (Many of the programs 
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can be traced through the Appendices of submissions and the 
Bibliography.) Also, the exact mechanics of the various 
programs have not been detailed; presumably if they are t'J be 
effective in a community, they must be adapted to the particular 
needs of a particular community. Instead, the programs are 
described in broad categories. 

A. SURVEILLANCE AND TARGET HARDENING 

One of the most obvious approaches to the control of 
vandalism is to make the target less vulnerable. This can be 
and is done in a number of different ways. For example, many 
school boards have policies of replacing glas s windows with 
windows made of matet"ials that are harder to break. Similarly, 
materials are used in some public transportation services that 
are less vulnerable to damage than traditional materials. The 
Toronto Transit Commission, for instance, follows this 
approach: 

In the case where the temptation to vandals, e.g. tile 
ceilings in the earlier subway stations, has led to 
repeated damage, we have replaced with a more vandal
proof material and changed our design standards 
accordingly. 

- M. Warren, Chief General 
Manager 

Though initial investment may be higher in such circumstances, 
the cost of such initial investment obviously has to be 
considered in light of possible savings at some late~ point. 

A related way of dealing with vandalism is to make the 
target less vulnerable by having it under some form of sur
ve~llanc~. The most obv~ous, but perhaps most expensive way of 
d01ng th1S would be to h1re people such as security guards to 
keep watch over some vulnerable area. Less expensive approaches 
have been tried in some municipalities under such names as 
"neighbourhood watch" where people are encouraged to report to 
the police any suspicious activity or people on their streets 

" ' or Teens on Patrol" where teenagers in some municipali ties are 
enlisted as security patrol officers to watch vulnerable areas , 
such as parks. 

The Brant County Anti-Vandalism Committee and Thunder 
Bay, ~or instance, have instituted a number of programs, 
includ1ng a Neighbourhood Watch in which a public awareness 
campaign was mounted to increase the likelihood of the public 
reporting vandalism incidents. 
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The town of Whitby employed a number of young persons 
in 1978 to monitor parks and other public facilities. Vandalism 
in parks was largely unaffected, however, since most incidents 
took place late at night when the patrols had ceased. 

Trenton also had a public awareness campaign (Neighbourhood 
Watch, S.T.O.P. -- Start Teaching Our Public -- about vandalism) 
initiated by the police force, as part of a more general 
anti-vandalism campaign. 

Other towns such as Kingston adopted Youth Job Corps 
programs in which a group of young people under a project leader 
contacted members of the public thereby increasing awareness of 
the problem of vandalism in their community. 

B. DIRECT INCENTIVES 

A second general approach that has been used, in 
schools more than elsewhere, to discourage vandalism is to give 
incentives for good behaviour. The typical plan is to offer the 
student council some proportion of expected vandalism damage 
costs if there is a decrease in vandalism. That is to say, if 
vandalism goes down, a proportion of the money that would have 
gone towards repairs is given to the student council to .help pay 
for student activities such as dances. The theory behlnd su~h 
programs appears to be twofold: by offe~ing an inc~ntive 
(presumably benefiting all students), pote~t~al v~ndals wll1 be 
deterred by their fellow students. In addltl0n, lt appears that 
it is the intent of the plan to instill pride (hence the name 
used in some circumstances: "Project Pride") in the school. 
The obvious theory behind the program is that young people will 
be deterred from doing vandalism because it would "cost" them 
something, namely, a decrease in the fund which would be 
"theirs" at the end of the incentive period. 

The Lakehead Board of Education initiated Project 
Pride in their school system in 1979. The following year an 
evaluation under the auspices of the Ministry of Education 
concluded that the Project Pride program appeared successful 
during its first year. It appeared to the evaluators tha.t t~e 
staff and students perceived progress. There was a reductlon ln 
the amount of vandalism from $34,876 in 1979 to $18,326 in 1980. 
There are however some constraints upon these optimistic 
conclusions -- for example, no comparisons were made with 
schools not taking part in the program. Later in the report it 
was acknowledged that the amount of the difference attributab~e 
to vandalism could not be determined, particularly because ln 
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some schools there appeared to be little evidence of actual 
implementation of the incentive program. 

It has been noted in discussions of the apparent suc
cess of this method of dealing with vandalism that co-operation 
among school boards, teachers and students may be far more 
important than the financial aspects of the program. Communi
cation involved in decreasing vandalism may make a lasting 
impression on the students. 

So the idea remains promising rather than proven. 

C. PROGRAMS DESIGNED TO DISTRACT POTENTIAL VANDALS 

Working on the reasonable assumption that one of the 
reasons that young people commit acts of vandalism is that it is 
fun, or relieves boredom, various programs have been initiated 
which might be described as having the purpose of finding 
something that is equally gratifying or more fun, but which is 
acceptable to the general pUblic. Such programs include 
recreation programs or the providing of some form of alternative 
outlet for young people. 

Using an Opportunities for Youth (O.F.Y.) grant the 
General Brock Public School in Windsor, Ontario sponsored a 
program of recreation activities for the children in the area. 
It is reported that there was only one act of vandalism 
committed at the school all summer. 

As one Metropolitan Toronto Borough Department of 
Recreation and Parks department noted in their submission, "As 
the investigation proceeded it became evident that an important 
element in preventing the start of vandalism will be a 
recreation program that appeals to (and therefore involves) the 
youth from 10-15 years of age." This same organization noted, 
without making any judgment about it, that as the proportion of 
families with both parents working increased, the responsibility 
of the public sector for children in after-school hours 
obviously increases. They also suggested that "in its private 
development state, apartment type housing is not geared to 
families with children." Thus, if lack of appropriate 
recreational facilities is a problem now, it is likely to become 
even more of a problem in the future. 

D. EDUCATION PROGRAMS 

Another general approach to the problem of vandalism 
is through some sort of general or specific education program. 
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For example, in some municipalities, such as Fort Frances, a 
school program entitled "Operation Aware" has attempted to make 
potential vandals aware of the consequences of their actions. 
Similarly, there have been plays, films and slide/tape shows 
produced whose message is, in part, that vandalism costs society 
money and vandals, if caught, can find themselves in serious 
trouble. Such general education programs are similar in 
approach to some special education programs, often short lived, 
such as a "Respect for public and private property week" and the 
1980 Police Week campaign against vandalism. 

E. CORRECTIONAL PROGRAMS 

Obviously, one way to approach the problem of vandal
ism is to try to do something constructive about vandals after 
they are apprehended and dealt with by the courts. One such 
program is, of course, Ontario's Community Service Order Program 
whereby convicted offenders through work in the community offer 
a symbolic or real form of restitution to the community against 
which they offended. This program is described in gre:,~~r 
detail in the next chapter. 

In addition there is the Victim-Offender Reconcili
ation Project. This approach uses third party intervention to 
effect a reconciliation between victims and offenders, two 
groups which seldom have contact within the traditional 
framework of the criminal justice system. It arose out of 
incidents occurring in Elmira, Ontario in 1974 and where it is 
now a joint Ontario project of the Mennonite Central Committee 
and the Ontario Ministry of Correctional Services. 

Victims and offenders who agree to participate in the 
program are brought together, at which time they can air their 
opinions on the incident in question and come to a restitution 
arrangement that is mutually acceptable. Among the many bene
fits of this negotiated rather than imposed solution are that 
the victims have some input to the system and the offenders are 
frequently spared the alienation associated with imprisonment 
(which also costs the taxpayer approximately fifty dollars per 
person per day). By contributing more to the settlement each 
party to the dispute emerges less embittered about the experi
ence. The project is in effect in 24 centres (10 jurisdictions) 
in Ontario. 

F. INDIVIDUAL SERVICES 

It is sometimes assumed that one of the most serious 
problems related to juvenile delinquency generally and vandalism 
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in pa~ticular is that there are not enough individual services. 
As pOlnted out elsewhere in the report, individual services 
based on a kin~ of "individual pathology" model of the cause a~~. 
vandalism. ThlS approach is seriously questioned by a number of 
writers in the area of delinquency prevention. 

.. There are a number of different agencies in our 
comm~nltles that provide services of various sorts including 
serVlces r~lat~d to the criminal and juvenile justice system. 
The co-ordln~tlon of these services has, in many communities, 
become ~ serlOUS problem with the result that the services that 
are avallable, are not readily accessible to those in need of 
them •. For ex~mp:e, Don Richmond, Metropolitan Toronto's deputy 
plannln~ comIDlssloner, was quoted in the Toronto Star (March 15 
1981) wlth reference to programs to alleviate unemployment i~ 
the young adult population: 

"we have more programs than we know what to do with, 
and they're just not reaching the kids." 

Similar problems may be encountered in trying to use 
individual services to deal with vandalism. 
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r CHAPTER 5 

Options for Vandalism Prevention 

If we were to accept, at face value, all of the claims 
of success that have been made for programs designed to do some
thing about vandalism, it would be difficult to understand why 
we still have vandalism. The problem, as mentioned above, is 
that most programs designed to combat vandalism have not been 
adequately evaluated. Those that have been evaluated have not, 
for the most part, shown very encouraging results. This chapter 
outlines some of the major programs that are often proposed for 
prevention of vandalism. In the absence of evaluation studies, 
an attempt is made to assess the theories on which the programs 
are based and to make recommendations where possible or to sug
gest directions to follow in examining these options further. 

A. TARGET HARDENING AND SURVEILLANCE 

Logically, making targets of crime less vulnerable 
should greatly reduce the amount of vandalism. But here the 
problem is one of costs: it is of little use to suggest that all 
entrances to a building be made invulnerable to intruders when 
the real cost of such changes could easily outweigh the 
benefits. However, in some instances that hRve come to our 
attention, it appears that relatively simple cha .. ges in building 
practices or minor alterations in design or maintenance might be 
effective. 

Even so, before such changes are instituted, available 
alternatives should be looked at carefully to compare not only 
the immediate financial costs, but also the potential social 
costs. For example, one approach to the problem of vandalism in 
public parks has been to reduce the hours when these facilities 
are available to the public. Although this may well result in 
less vandalism and lower maintenance costs, the savings have to 
be weighed against the costs to all of society of removing a 
public facility. When public buildings are policed more 
rigorously or closed more frequently other people besides 
vandals are deprived of access. Historical monuments come to 
mind in this context; they frequently have to be protected from 
vandals, at cost to the community as a whole. For instance, in 
England, Stonehenge is now roped eff to protect the stones from 
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human abuse. It may also mean that vandalism is merely dis
placed to another target. 

Accordingly, it is recommended that, 

ChaITqes in the use or structure of property sz..:!scepti
ble to vandalism must be effective in rel~tion to 
financial costs, social costs, and the speci~: ic nature 
of the offence. 

A related suggestion made for reducing vandalism is 
that public areas should be kept lighted at night to discourage 
intruders who might vandalize the property. 

To be practical I found 24 hour a day lighting and 
literally hiding in concealment the only way. 

- a Windsor resident 

To date, the Board of Education of the City of London 
realize that there has been considerable vandalism to 
their properties. Because of this there has been 
action taken to combat the situation. Some of the 
examples are: 
- The installation of surveillance systems which 

monitor properties 24 hours a day. 
The Public Utilities Commission (in London) have also 
taken action to reduce the incidents of vandalism. 

Provision of morality lighting. 
- London 

Programs of Alleviatio~ [include]: 
Lighting in riverfront park. 

- Town of Prescott 

Exactly the opposite suggestion has also been made: schools 
should be kept completely dark to make the target less 
attractive. 

School systems are attempting to make school buildings 
and equipment more secure and less easily damaged 
through the following methods: 
a) complete exterior illumination of buildings 
b) total blackout of buildings (interestingly enough, 
school systems that experimented with both the above 
processes report the successes to be equal). 
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Ontario Association of 
Education Administrative 
Officials 

The apparently contradictory conclusions do not neces
sarily mean that one or the uther of the conclusions must be 
wrong. Rather they illustrate the complexity of the issue. One 
of these alternatives may be wrong; but it is also possible that 
both are wrong (that is, that lighting does not make a differ
ence one way or another) or that both are correct. This last 
situation could easily be the case where some other factor such 
as the location of the school, also has an effect. It might be, 
for example, that schools that are near other facilities fre
quented by young people might be less vulnerable when well lit 
yet Schools in isolated areas might be more vulnerable if lit u; 
as attractive targets. Unfortunately, there does not appear to 
be ~onclusive data in relation to either of these hypotheses; 
cla1ms of. success are easier to come by than data to back up 
these cla1ms. The data that are available suggest that external 
lighting has no overall effect (Greenberg, 1969). 

In view of the apparently conflicting evidence with 
respect to the use of lighting to reduce vandalism, it is 
recommended that, 

Where a public area is the object of night-time 
vandalism, the lighting policy for the area should be 
reviewed to determine the effects of a change in 
policy. 

A similar suggestion for making buildings, particu
larly schools, less vulnerable to vandalism is to increase the 
occupancy of the building. Waller and Okihiro (1978) suggest on 
the basis of their survey data that buildings that appear to be 
o~cupied (whether or not they actually are Occupied) are less 
llkely ~o b~ burglarized than buildings that appear to be empty. 
If one 1S w1lling to generalize from their suggestion for bur
glary to the problem of vandalism, one could suggest that if 
more use were made of school buildings they would be damaged 
less by vandalism. Under the Education Act a school board is 
authorized to operate the school ground as a park or playground 
and rink and to permit the school buildings to be used for any 
lawful purpose (section 150). Such a suggestion, of course has 
other side effects that would have to be weighed in su~h a 
prevention strategy. On the one hand, there are some increased 
operating costs that would come from increased use. On the 
other hand, one might be willing to absorb those costs if it 
meant 7hat people were able to take advantage of the presence of 
expenS1ve and attractive facilities that would otherwise go 
~nu~ed for a l~rge proportion of the available time. Although 
1t 1S not poss1ble to state that this is definitely going to 
reduce vandalism because of the other potential benefits to 
SOCiety, it seems a more attractive approach for a community to 
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take than programs to limit the use of facilities. Nevertheless 
a practical problem is that in evenings, on weekends and holi
days, there are more public buildings than there are activities 
to keep them occupied. 

There may be ways of increasing surveillance with 
minimal increase in costs. In at least one county in the United 
States, police officers were given access to the schools at 
night to make telephone calls and to prepare reports that 
normally might be prepared at the end of their shift. As a 
result, potential criminals could not predict when the police 
would visit the school. It is said that this helped control the 
amount of nighttime property crime at the schools involved, but 
unfortunately no data appear to be available. 

Another innovative attempt to increase surveillance to 
reduce vandalism is described in some notes prepared by a police 
inspector from S~~th Wales: 

[S]chool children from three schools were invited to 
become caretakers of a building site during its 
two-year course of construction. A bargain was struck 
with the director of the company involved. It was 
agreed that if the site was maintained vandal and 
theft free, 'a sum of two hundred pounds would be paid 
to each school to be disposed of as was felt fit. Each 
side honoured its part in the agreement and the money 
was handed over in a formal ceremony in July 1980 by 
the Lord Mayor of Cardiff. 

Obviously, once again, the apparent success of this 
program may rest not only in the increased surveillance and 
incentives involved. It also may relate, in the long run, to 
changes in attitudes by the young people who did not vandalize. 

reducing 
appear a 
case, it 

Although the impact of increased surveillance on 
vandalism is not fully known, in some cases it may 
reasonable alternative for a community. In such a 
is recommended that, 

Where a community wishes to implement a surveillance 
program consideration should be given to "natural" 
surveillance opportunities that make use of existing 
community resources. 

B. REMOVING OPPORTUNITIES TO COMMIT VANDALISM 

A number of groups and individuals suggested that 
curfews were a way of reducing vandalism. 
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Recommendation #35 
That the police continue to enforce section 43 of The 
Child Welfare Act (Curfew) 

- Task Force on Vandalism 
City of Thunder Bay 

[The Town of Pelham set up a curfew By-law Committee 
to investigate the feasibility of a curfew by-law:] 

The Committee concluded that implementation of the 
Child Welfare Act was sufficient and Pelham did not 
need its own by-law. 

- Pelham 

The Town [of Blind River] did institute a curfew of 
10:00 p.m. to juveniles under the age of 16, in 1978. 
This curfew has proved quite effective with juveniles, 
however, the main problem with vandalism and loitering 
seems to be younger adults. 

- Blind River 

The O.P.P. are strongly encouraged to continue to 
enforce the curfew provisions of the Child Welfare 
Act. 

Also time limits or curfews should be placed on 
teenagers; if parents continue to allow their children 
out to all hours of the night then the police should 
start enforcing the curfew laws. 

Peterborough 

Such indirect approaches have to be considered along with 
potential C.osts. In the first place there is the cost of en
forcement. Second, although there is ample legal authority for 
enforcing curfews, the curfew will be relevant only in certain 
circumstances, for example, where the damage is, indeed, being 
done after the curfew hour (that is, after ten in the evening) 
and where it is being committed by people under sixteen years 
old. Even if both of these are found to be the case, curfews 
are an indirect way of dealing with the problem: at best they 
include non-vandalizing youth in their net; at worst they trap a 
disproportionate number of non-vandalizing youth and miss those 
actually causing damage. It is worth pointing out that young 
people who report spending more hours on the street or who 
report that their parents do not mind if they spend time on the 
street admitted having committed more acts of vandalism (Ap
pendix 1). It should not be concluded from these findings that 
curfews would automatically reduce the amount of vandalism that 
is committed since this rests on two unsupported assumptions: 
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(1) that the actual time when the vandalism occurs would come 
within the curfew hours and (2) that the curfews would be 
effective in stopping the vandalism even if it did occur during 
curfew hours. In any case, as has already been pointed out, 
there is ample authority under the provincial Child Welfare Act 
for the police to enforce curfews selectively or across the 
board if it is felt that the youth involved are potential 
troublemakers. In conclusion, it is recommended that, 

A community should use curfew laws to prevent vandal
ism only where there is clear and convincing evidence 
that the curfew will apply to the individuals suspect
ed of vandal ism. 

C. CREATING INHIBITIONS AGAINST VANDALIZING PARTICULAR TARGETS 

A simple suggestion that does seem to have some 
empirical support is to repair damage from vandalism as quickly 
as possible. The underlying theory would seem to be that 
"vandalism begets vandalism". Analogous experimental and survey 
research has been performed in the area of littering, wheLe it 
was shown that where there is no sign of other litter people are 
considerably less likely to litter than they are when litter is 
already present (Krauss, Freedman, and Whitcup, 1978). It seems 
reasonable to expect that the results of the studies on 
littering would hold for vandalism as well. 

Presumably what occurs in the situation where others 
have littered or vandalized is tbat the further damage from sub
sequent anti-social behaviour is felt to be less serious and, 
possibly, the potential litterer or vandal assumes that the 
behaviour itself is more acceptable or less deviant.; In other 
words, the potential vandal may perceive that because ther~ is 
already damage, his own damage will not cost anyone anythlng. 
Alternatively, the potential vandal may assume that the object 
is a legitimate target for vandalism. It is also possible that 
the existence of vandalism in an area may encourage people to 
think of vandalism where otherwise they would not consider it. 

A notable exa.mple in Toronto is the policy of the 
Toronto Transit Commissi0n in repairing damage as quickly as 
possible; indeed, it is our understandi.ng that vehicles do not 
go into service if damages cannot be fixed before the vehicle is 
scheduled to enter service. 

We have a basic policy towards va.ndalism to which we 
are totally committed. This policy requires that 
wherever vandalism may appear on the system it 
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receives immediate attention. If it occurs on a 
~ehicle, it is taken out of operation and the graffiti 
lS removed or the slashed seats repl~ced before it 
returns to revenue service. Damage to our fixed 
facilities such as the subway stations is repaired as 
soon as possible. 

- M. Warren, 
Chief General ~anager 

. .A n~mber of people have pointed out that as budgets 
for lnstltu~lons, such as universities, get tighter, such 
maintenance Jobs as repairing minor acts of vandalism necessari
ly will be given lower priority and will be done less frequently 
or postponed indefinitely. As a result, if the presence of 
vandalism encourages more vandalism (or makes similar acts of 
vandalism be seen as more acceptable) then the lack of mainte
nance funds will lead to more maintenance costs. 

.Additional support for this notion comes from the 
ob~ervatlon that vandalism is not random: it is not as if 
obJects are chosen arbitrarily to be damaged. Property that is 
felt to be public seems more susceptible to vandalism In 
apartment buildings, for example, a British Home Office Re~earch 
report states: 

Vandalism on [housing] estates was found to occur 
mainly at ground-floor level where most breakable 
items are situated and where children usually play 
Public areas (for instance, entrances and underground 
garages) were much more vandalised than dwellings, 
presumably because they were less visible to residents 
and less clearly part of their 'territory'. Glazing 
w~s the most frequently recorded item of damage 
~follow'ed by lifts) and the amount of observed vandal
lsm at anyone time was substantially affected by the 
amount of glazing in entrances and access ways. 
(Clarke, 1978, p.64) 

It would appear thJt the public areas, rather than the private 
apartm.ents themselves, are most vulnerable. This suggestion has 
been made by others, for example, 

It w~uld appear that vandalism is confined mainly to 
publlc property and institutions such as schools, 
churches, etc. Although in some cases private 
property has been severely damaged. 

- The Provincial Grand Orange 
Lodge of Ontario West 
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One commentator pointed out: 

••• A comparatively small proportion of vandalism 
appears to be committed against people's personal or 
private property ••• This is difficult to document pre
cisely because there are no comprehensive records of 
damage to such property ••• (and) police records are 
highly unreliable in this respect. Evidence .sub~itted 
to a Home Office Working Party, however, lndlcated 
that ••• damage to dwellings or to residents' proper
ty ••• was found to be a minute fraction of the 
correspondence rate of damage to ••• schools, telephone 
kiosks, and shops. (Clarke, 1978, p. 68) 

To the extent that vandalism is directed to public 
areas or public property, it may be important to consider the 
costs of regularly repairing vandalism damage in comparison with 
the costs of postponing repair until the property has suffered 
extensive damage by vandalism. Accordingly, it is recommended 
that, 

Damage to property to which the public has access 
should be repaired as quickly as possible in order to 
minhlize the 1 ikel ihood of addi t ional damage. 

D. DE'lERRENCE 

The topic of deterrence has been discussed to some 
extent in Chapter 3 of this report. Independent of whether 
deterrence in general is an important factor in determining 
whether people commit offences, there are clearly ways in w~ich 
people can be deterred from committing acts of vandallsm. 
Certainly, making peoplp. believe that there is a reasonable 
likelihood of their being apprehended for their vandalism is one 
way in which this can be done. As mentioned, the various 
surveillance programs seem to be focused on this approach. 
Teens on Patrol, a program which recruits young people to patr?l 
vulnerable areas, is one such program. Presumably an added alm 
of this program is to encourage those people "on patrol" to 
realize the importance and costs of vandalism. Neighbourhood 
Watch programs, as well, seem to be designed to increase the 
apparent control over private homes. Caution should be 
exercised however, in ensuring that such programs do not turn 
into vigiiante groups. Close liaison should be maintained with 
the police. It is recommended that, 
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In developing vandalism prevention programs con
sideration should be given to programs that emphasize 
the likelihood of being apprehended for vandalism • 

One could even suggest that one of the purposes of 
such policies as the offering of rewards for the apprehension 
and conviction of vandals is to make potential vandals feel 
vulnerable to being tarned in by a modern day bounty hunter. 

One form of prevention program that is enticing at 
first glance is a program to try to increase the act~al rate of 
apprehension of vand~ls and, presumably, by this means, increase 
the perceived likelihood of apprehension. A high apprehension 
rate is more likely to have a deterrent effect. One frequent 
suggestion is to increase police patrols or police surveillance 
of vulnerable sites. Though attractive in theory, the diffi
culty is that it creates an important practical problem: cost. 
Similarly, the suggestion that the police should put a higher 
proportion of their resources into apprehending vandals would 
involve removing them from other law enforcement functions. In 
any event the problem remains that it is not practical to place 
all property under surveillance. Thus, decisions on allocation 
of resources should be made according to the seriousness of the 
offence and the likelihood of affecting the problem. With most 
individual acts of vandalism relatively minor in cost, proposals 
that police give higher priority to vandalism probably would be 
difficult to justify. Therefore, it is recommended that, 

Programs that emptasize the likelihood of being 
apprehended should be related as directly as possible 
to the specific vandalism problem of the community. 

An alternative suggestion is to try to get the mass 
media to carry stories on the apprehension of vandals. Although 
this might work for a short time, it is unlikely to have long 
term positive effects as young people discover for themselves 
that their acts of vandalism go unapprehended. 

The school incentive programs, such as Project Pride, 
which were described earlier, also fit into the general area of 
deterrence Since, in part, they work on the assumption that the 
well-behaved students in the school will police the trouble
makers and keep them from committing acts of vandalism. The 
programs are established with a fund that is set up for the 
school year. The amount in this fund is determined to be some 
proportion of the vandalism costs for the previous year. Costs 
of vandalism are then charged against this fund and any funds 
remaining at the end of the school year are turned over to a 
body such as the student council to spend for the benefit of the 
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students. Usually a school official holds a potential veto over 
their decision. Presumably, one of the assumptions behind such 
a program is that the potential vandal will not commit the act 
of vandalism because of the collective reward he will share in 
some months hence. There are a number of problems suggested by 
this analysis. In the first place, it assumes that the 
potential vandal values the potential reward more than the 
enjoyment from the vandalistic a.ctivity. Second, it assumes 
that he believes he will participate to some degree in the 
reward. For a student with no expectation of remaining at the 
school another year, for example, it is unclear what individual 
benefit the potential vandal will gain from abstaining. Finally 
it assumes that the potential vandal weighs the consequences of 
his actions in a particular way. Specifically, it assumes that 
he will forego an immediate personal reward for the possibility 
of a delayed, collective reward of unknown value to him. 
Indeed, it is difficult to imagine a reward that all students 
would enjoy equally. 

Some attempt has been made to evaluate school 
incentive programs but the evaluations are open to question. In 
part the difficulty with these evaluations is the difficulty 
with the evaluations of many social programs. As Campbell 
(1969) notes, they are introduced at a time when the social 
problem is, or is perceived to be, at its worst. From a number 
of sources it appears that the vandalism problem is not con
sistent over time nor are trends uniformly upward. Hence, if a 
program is instituted at a time when the situation is very bad, 
and the only comparison that is made is between the year when 
the program was put in place and the previous year, when the 
problem was at its worst, it is almost inevitable that there 
would be some apparent success. It is impossible, however, on 
the basis of the data provided in such evaluations to determine 
whether the improvement had anything at all to do with the 
specific program. 

Therefore, it is recommended that, 

Evaluation of vandalism prevention programs must be 
conducted over a sufficient period of time to permit 
useful comparisons. 

A second, not unrelated, problem that occurs in the 
evaluati.on of these programs and that probably occurs in many 
others is that in the system by which acts of vandalism are 
reported there are changes in the perceptions of damage due to 
vandalism. If after a particularly expensive year, a school 
institutes an incentive program such as Project Pride, it often 
does so without any explicit criteria as to what during the 
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previous year was a vandalism cost, and what was a wear-and
tear cost or a normal maintenance cost (for example, painting a 
wall). Thus one prediction that one could make is that in the 
year when an incentive program is instituted, there should be a 
reduction in the amount of vandalism since repair costs will be 
allocated more carefully to different causes. Whether or not 
students become more vigilant of their peers' behaviour it is 
likely they become more vigilant about the way costs are 
assessed against their vandalism fund. Therefore, it is 
recommended that, 

In assessing vandalism prevention programs uniform 
standards must be applied in measuring the amount of 
vandalism before and after instituting the program. 

While some of the theory that underlies incentive programs to 
deter vandalism was questioned above, the concerns expressed 
about the evaluation of these programs do not mean that the 
programs have not been successful. The point is simply that the 
evaluations are not sufficient to tell us whether the programs 
are successful or not. 

E. PUNISHMENT 

A large number of recommendations made to the Task 
Force might be reduced to a single recommendation: give vandals 
harsher penalties. A related, but somewhat different 
suggestion, is that the parents should be punished. 

The public opinion surveys carried out for the Task 
Force suggested that many residents of Ontario, both within 
Metropolit~n Toronto and elsewhere, feel that we are not 
punishing vandals sufficiently. Though the program presented on 
London, Ontario Two-Way Cable System (described in Chapter 3) 
suggests that this view is not very firmly held, it does appear 
to be a view that is widely held. 

There are a number of reasons that we punish people 
for crimes; therefore, it is important to emphasize some of the 
different purposes that punishment can serve. First, it is 
necessary to differentiate the punishment of a person for 
reasons of general deterrence (that is, as a lesson to others) 
from the punishment of a person for individual deterrence (that 
is, to convince the person being punished that it is not 
worthwhile to do the act). Then we have to distinguish each of 
these from the inflicting of punishment on a person because we 
feel that it is moral and correct in our society to require 
offenders to pay their debt to society. 
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The issue of general deterrence has already been 
raised in Chapter 3. To repeat the conclus ion here: an 
increase in the severity of punishment is unlikely to have much 
of an effect on a person about to commit an offence if the 
perceived likelihood of apprehension is low. The data on 
individual deterrence are not so easy to determine; however, 
various reviews of the effects of different kinds of court 
dispositions on the subsequent criminal behaviour of those being 
sentenced suggests that we cannot expect much to happen if. we 
increase or decrease the level of punishment (see, for example, 
Brody, 1976). In any event, the recidivism rate among vandals 
is not likely to be very' high (fewer than one-third of adult 
first-time property offenders are reconvicted within a five year 
period (Law Reform Commission of Canada, 1976b~). In other 
words, since the purpose of individual deterrence 1S to prevent 
the offender from repeating the offence, an increase in the 
level of penalty is probably not required because the adult 
first-time property offender is not likely to repeat the offence 
in any event. 

Stories of young people being given a light sentence 
by the court and laughing about it on the front steps of the 
courthouse can be very disturbing. On the one hand the problem 
is that what the young person says right after the disposition 
is not very predictive of future behaviour: under circumstances 
like this the relationship between "attitude" and "behaviour" 
is not likely to be very high. A great deal of social 
psychological research has looked at the relationship between 
attitudes and behaviour and most of this work has concluded that 
the relationship under such circumstances is never very strong 
(e.g. Lapiere, 1934; Wicker 1969;· Wrightsman, 1969). In other 
words, the fact that the young person ridicules the court 
process in public does not necessarily mean that he has not 
taken the sentence seriously and that he will ignore the law in 
the future. Just as the contrite and repentant behaviour of a 
hardened eriminal is unlikely to convince the public that he has 
changed his deeply- held attitudes, the boastful behaviour of a 
young person does not necessarily indicate that he holds deep 
contempt for the administration of justice. 

On the nther hand, it is a problem when a disposition 
of the court is publicly ridiculed. That is a legitimate con
cern to society. As has been pointed out, the meaning of such a 
response may be more complicated than it initially looks. But, 
whatever the actual meaning it should act as a sign to the court 
of possible inappropriateness of the disposition. The court, 
then, if such responses are common would probably want to look 
carefully to see if, indeed, the dispositions are appropriate 
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given the nature of the offence and the offender as well as the 
interests of society. 

We must also consider the possibility that harsher 
punishments should be given out because society feels that it is 
just and moral to do so. This is obviously a view about which 
empirical evidence can contribute little. It is important to 
differentiate among these various views and to keep in mind why 
stronger sentences might be justified. 

In this context, it might be worthwhile to review some 
of the comments that were received. 

My personal choice of correction - wholly unacceptable 
in our own time - would almost eliminate rape and many 
other offences. It is a few whacks of the paddle such 
as they used to use at the Kingston Penitentiary. 

- an Oshawa resident 

Moreover in cases of refusal or resentment by the 
offender, "Police Brutality" should be ruled out and 
[the police] may be allowed to manhandle an obstinate 
guilty one. There is entirely too much pampering and 
"wondering where the offender went wrong" in cases 
such as this and we must establish a deterrent to such 
mischief. 

- a Pembroke resident 

Vandalism has grown so much that it sure needs a 
deterrent, and one that can be used for other crimes 
as well and I am sure that a form of corporal 
punishment, not to abuse, but something to remember, 
would do the job. 

- a Peterborough resident 

To reduce vandalism start with jail sentences and 
restitution. 

- a Carlisle resident 

Punishment severe enough to discourage repeating will 
ensure some degree of deterrence. 

- a Windsor resident 

The Perth County Council adopted the following 
recommendation of its Legislative Education and Public Relations 
Committee last year: 

That since the present juvenile and criminal justice 
system does not give sufficient ~_~errent to vandalism 
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offenders, that offenders convicted of a second or 
additional offence receive a stroke of the lash. 

Unfortunately, whatever one's position on the matter, 
the data on deterrence do not appear to support the view that 
increasing punishments will reduce significantly the amount of 
vandalism that occurs in Ontario. Nevertheless part of the 
function of the criminal law is to reflect, in the sanctions it 
provides, community attitudes towards proscribed acts. If the 
courts are perceived by most people to be too lenient, then the 
perceptions of those sanctions are at odds with prevailing 
social norms and consideration should be given to modifying 
them. People will only support the laws to the extent to which 
they perceive them as being functional. If the public believes 
the courts to be ineffectual in dealing with vandals, then they 
can have little incentive for supporting the courts by reporting 
acts of vandalism. However, in considering whether the courts 
are too lenient, the following points should be considered. 

(a) Few people actually know what the normal 
sentencing practices of the court really are. Not surprisingly, 
attempts to verify with a number of persons their sources for 
their comments about lenient courts were not very successful. 
Accordingly, it is difficult to know how much weight to attach 
to general statements about the lenience of the courts. 

(b) The harshness of a penalty is a relative matter. 
A fine may be harsh for a person in a low fixed income, but of 
no effect on a person with wealth. A community service order 
may be harsh for a busy professional for whom time is the most 
valuable commodity. 

(c) The courts, both juvenile and adult, can only give 
out dispositions based on evidence presented to them in the 
court. They cannot respond to "what everyone knows" or says 
they know about an individual if that information is not brought 
out in court. The disposition cannot be better than the infor
mation presented to the court. In this respect the victim, the 
police, the Crown attorney, the defence lawyer, the offender's 
family, the employer, the school, the victim and the pro~ation 
officer are all part of the sentencing process and share In the 
responsibility for providing the basic information for the dis
position. There is reason to believe that complete information 
is not always presented to the court. In this context it should 
be pointed out that the view is sometimes expressed that private 
citizens are reluctant to appear in court as witnesses because 
they are not adequately compensated for the loss of time from 
work. 
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It should be obvious as well that the court can only 
sentence the offender for the crime for which he was convicted. 
An offender may be charged with several offences but the charges 
are dropped or not proven. The sentence must be limited to the 
offence for which he is found guilty. 

(d) The trial courts are constrained not only by the 
laws of the federal or provincial government, but also by the 
decisieus of the higher courts. Thus for example, the Courts of 
Appeal have made it clear that there have to be special cir
cumstances to justify a prison sentence for a young person 
convicted of committing a minor offence. It is inappropriate, 
then, to urge trial judges to incarcerate young adults for minor 
acts of vandalism when the law appears to be quite to the 
contrary. 

(e) The laws governing juveniles at present are very 
different from the laws dealing with adults. Although the 
federal government has introduced new legislation to deal with 
young people, the present Juvenile Delinquents Act, which is 
discussed in the previous chapter, encourages dispositions of a 
non-punitive nature. Therefore, family court judges cannot be 
expected to di3regard the intent of the law which gives them the 
jurisdiction to hear juvenile delinquents cases. 

(f) The judge has to consider a number of different 
interests when deciding on the appropriate disposition. For 
example, under the Juvenile Delinquents Act, the judge has very 
little choice of mid-range dispositions. Under the current 
legislation, for example, the maximum permissible fine is $25. 
The proposed new legislation to deal with young offenders raises 
this maximum to $1,000, an increase of 4000%. Judges do 
sometimes exercise their discretion to increase the monetary 
"penalty" by making as a te::m of probation the payment of a 
"contribution" to a charity of the young offender's choice. 
However this power does not appear to have been tested by an 
appeal to higher courts. 

Although many members of the public appear to be 
suggesting that there be increased use of custodial sentences 
for young people, the judge, in considering such dispositions 
must, among other things; consider the interests of society. It 
is not clear that society gains much by paying $100 a day to 
incarcerate a young vandal for an act which caused only a few 
dollars damage. That does not mean that it is never necessary 
to impose a custodial sentence on a juvenile. The point is 
simply that all factors have to be considered. Another of these 
factors is that under both the Juvenile Delinquents Act and the 
proposed Young Offenders Act the court has no power to ensure 
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that if a young person is ordered into custody he will in fact 
be removed from the community. 
recommendation in chapter 4. 

This issue is the subject of a 

Recommendations relating to sentencing are made in 
Chapters 3 and 4. 

A quite different punishment is provided in various 
forms in different communities under the general category of 
"community service order". These pro~rams, w~ich are 
administered through the Ministry of Correct10nal Serv1ces, can 
be seen as a combination of punishment and restitution. The 
Ministry itself describes community service orders as follows: 

Community service is, first and foremost, a means of 
dealing with the non-violent offender in his own 
community. A community service order (CSO) provides 
an alternative to incarceration where the court feels 
that the usual terms of a probation order are 
insufficient. In these cases, the addition of a work 
requirement to the usual probation terms provides the 
option considered necessary by the court. 

In Ontario, community service orders are therefore 
presently issued as a term of a probation order. A 
judge may, after having satisfied himself of the 
suitability of the offender for such a program and the 
existence of appropriate work, stipulate that an 
offender will work a spec.ified number of hours for the 
benefit of the community. 

Community service, as an additional requirement of a 
probation order, requires the offender to make repa
ration to the community for the harm he has done. It 
provides a framework for encoui:aging a more responsi
ble attitude by the offender, for developing skills 
and abilities, and for acquiring new friends and more 
positive ways of spending his leisure time. 

The types of activities in which offenders may be 
ordered to participate are those tasks which would 
generally not be performed at all unless by vO.lun
teers. CSOs are carrie~ out in the offender's le1sure 
time, giving him the opportunity to learn how to use 
that time in a positive waYn None of the work under
taken will displace members of the community from paid 
employment. 
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The offender does not necessarily come into contact 
with his victim. A CSO may have no bearing on the 
crime, giving the offender a general social service 
type of activity to accomplish which is of tangible 
benefit to the community. 

On the other hand, those cOmmitting acts of vandalism 
may find themselves cleaning up and repairing the 
damage they have caused. 

Similar programs are available for juveniles, and, are 
currently being used quite extensively for vandalism. 
Obviously, such dispositions are attractive not only because 
they are constructive and productive, but they are also 
relatively inexpensive: the Ministry of Correctional Services 
estimates that a day of supervision of an adult offender on a 
community service order costs the public roughly 7% of the cost 
of incarcerating him. 

Another major advanta.ge of the community service order 
program is that it is administered through local community 
organizations such as the Rotary Clubs, church groups, and band 
councils. Not only does the program involve the offender in the 
community but it involves the community with the offender. 
Therefore, Po community service order program allows the com
munity to become an important participant in the administration 
of justice in the province. Accordingly, insofar as it is 
recommended that vandalism be tackled at the community level, it 
is recommended that, 

vandals. 
from the 

Communities should consider the establishment of 
community service order programs for persons convicted 
of vandal ism. 

Other kinds of punitive action can be taken against 
For example, vandals may be punished by banning them 

facility that they have damaged. For example, 

The Committee adopted a policy to prohibit use of the 
facilities by offenders. The first offence will carry 
a month's suspension, a second offence - three months 
and a third - one year. 

- Committee of Management, 
King City Community Recreation 
Centre 
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The difficulty with this, of course, is that in some circum
stances the potential harm to society may be greater than ~he 
gain. A recreation centre and its u~ers will gain b~ prohib~t
ing a troublemaker from using the bU1lding for a pe~~od of, t~me 
and in some circumstances it may have a longlast1ng pos1t1ve 
effect; however, if the effect of this is to move a potential 
problem from a relatively supervised building to a completely 
unsupervised area, it is not clear that society as a w~ole has 
benefitted. Therefore, a ban along with some alternat1ve form 
of control of the potential offender may be a more reasonable 
short-term solution. 

F. RECREATION 

Another approach to vandalism is to try to make 
available to young people alternative activities that are less 
destructive than vandalism. 

The Department of Justice (Prince Edward Island) took 
this approach when they organized recreational leisure 
activities for teenagers in the Greater Charlottetown area as 
part of their attempt to reduce the incidence ~f vand~lism. ~he 
theory behind such programs is that vandalism ,or del1nquenc1es 
generally) is one way that people choose to fill ~ei~ure ti~e, 
even though there are other choices available. Th1S 1S the v~ew 
of Richards, Berk and Forster (1979) in their recent book Cr1mc 
as play: Delinquency in a middle class suburb. A number of 
individuals and groups have made such suggestions to us: 

The program (a CommuRity Youth Program) has proven 
very successful and should funds be made available, we 
are looking at developing a Community Youth Drop-In 
Centre. This should be very influential in keeping 
juveniles off the streets and helping them develop 
social activities. 

- Town of Blind River 

Another way to cutdown on the amount of vandali.sm 
would be to Dromote service clubs for young people. 
In these ser~ice clubs there is the opportunity to 
help better the community by doing constructive things 
and at the same time have fun doing them ••• these 
groups could be very helpful in sho~ing our yo~ng 
people that there is more to be ga1ned by d01ng 
something constructive rather than destructive. 

- Township of Tay 
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It is the opinion of the community that if funding 
could be obtained to provide meaningful activities for 
our youth in the evening, that some of the problems of 
vandalism may be solved. 

I think Youth Centres could do a lot to drastically 
cut down on vandalism. 

- a Mississauga resident 

Adventure playgrounds - recreational areas in which 
children are permitted (and encouraged) to build their own play 
environment - offer one alternative to conventional swings-and
roundabouts parks. As the author of an article on the topic 
states: 

It has always been hoped by the proponents of 
adventure playgrounds that a space where children 
could build - and destroy - in relative freedom from 
adult interference, would lure off the streets some of 
those children who formerly turned to vandalism as an 
outlet for their creative/destructive urges. Although 
few systematic studies have been carried out on the 
social effects of adventure playgrounds, some evidence 
suggests that reduction of vandalism may be an 
additional "pay-off" of this form of permissive 
recreation. (Cooper, 1970, p. 23) 

The report then goes on to describe some successful 
instances of the use of adventure playgrounds on both sides of 
the Atlantic and concludes in the following manner: 

Although the evidence is limited as yet, it would seem 
reasonable to assume that at least some anti-social 
a~tivities are forestalled by the attraction of these 
unconventional playgrounds. As the frustrations of 
growing up in the city became more acute, it is 
imperative that we think more seriously about the 
provision of places, such as adventure playgrounds, 
where the need to be energetically destructive as well 
as thoughtfully constructive, can be acted out without 
hindrance. (Cooper, 1970, p. 23) 

In this context a design consultant has noted: 

We have replaced play environments in which children 
could feel they had some autono~y) some subjectively
derived effecL on their environment (which is the 
developmental purpose of play) with an environment 
totally reflective of adult needs. What hasn't 
changed is that the plaza area is the children's 
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playground for we haven't provided any appropriate 

alternative. 
Peter Shore and Associates 

One rather attractive reason for giving careful consideration to 
this approach is that presumably there are benefits attached to 
the creation of new recreational facilities even if they do 
little for the incidence of vandalism. Hence, unlike the use of 
guard dogs or expensive electronic alarm systems, which have 
few, if any, beneficial side effects, the providing of 
recreational facilities to reduce vandalism has, at minimum, the 
effect of making additional facilities available. 

With respect to increasing the number of recreational 
facilities and organized programs to reduce vandalism, it is 

recommended that, 

An increase in the number of recreational facilities 
and organized programs should be considered only in 
cases where it is apparent that there is a lack of 
reasonable alternative recreational opportunities. 

No new recreational facility or organized program 
should be developed for the sole purpose of reducing 

vandalism. 

The problem, of course, is that "[T]here seems no 
compelling, a priori reason to believe that increased investment 
in leisure provision would reduce vandalism and delinquency." 
(Clarke, 1978, p. 37) A careful look at the issue reveals a 
number of underlying assumptions behind the presumed link 
between lack of recreational facilities and vandalism. A few 
relevant facts referred to earlier in this report should be 
recalled. In the first place, it must be remembered that 
vandalism appears to be age related, peaking at about age 
fifteen. Second, one of the most common reasons given for 
committing an act of vandalism is that it was fun or relieved 
boredom. Third, vandalism seems to be related to performance in 
school: those doing well commit considerably less vandalism 
than those doing poorly. Finally, a relatively high proportion 
of acts of vandalism seem to be performed when young people are 
in groups: acts of vandalism when the young person is alone are 
not unheard of but are comparatively rare. 

With these facts in mind, it is possible to examine 
the assumptions behind the presumed link between an increase in 
recreational facilities and a reduction in vandalism. First of 
all, it is presumed that those most likely to commit vandalism 
have not or could not find anything more interesting or fun to 
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do. Although it is a large assumption, it is possible that the 
relationship between poor school grades and vandalism is, in 
part, due to the ability of those doing well in school to find 
other more acceptable outlets. The link also would seem to 
imply that recreational facilities can be designed such that 
they will provide more interest, excitement, and fun, than 
committing acts of vandalism. It is important to remember that 
young people apparently find vandalism to be fun: if 
recreational programs are to compete, they have to compete on 
this dimension. 

A number of people who communicated with the Task 
Force about vandalism pointed out that formal recreational 
faci1it~es, desig~ed in traditional ways, may be completely in
approprlate both ln terms of having an effect on vandalism and 
in terms of providing an alternative that is interesting to 
young people. They suggested that there be an increased number 
of what are sometimes referred to as "unstructured programs". 
Essentially, the view is that what tends to be lacking in our 
predominantly urban society is an attractive place for young 
people to congregate and do what they wish. This is not to sug
gest that what is needed is a "club house", as that is usually 
understood. Rather, it was pointed out, to see what interests 
young people, the easiest thing to do is to see where they 
congregate at the moment. Such facilities as fast food outlets 
shopping malls, even pinball arcades seem to be attractiv~ 
places for young people. Although we may have misgivings about 
encouraging young people to spend their time in such facilities 
we might be able to learn something important from this obser: 
vation. If nothing else, the observation that these kinds of 
fac~lities are popular suggests that popularity is not neces
sarl1y related to the availability of expensive recreational 
equipment qr organized activities. All of these popular 
facilities have in common the fact that people can sit around 
t~lk, watch others, and interact as they see fit with relative1~ 
Iltt1e adult supervision. 

Alternatively, of course, various constructive 
activities (for example, jobs in the public or private sector) 
appear to be something which young people are interested in but 
hav: ~ ~reat deal of difficulty in finding. Accordingly, such 
actlvltles should have the same goal: to give young people the 
opportunity to engage in activities that are interesting and 
attractive to them and acceptable to adults. 

When the suggestion was made during the Task Force 
study that appropriate recreational facilities might be one 
aspect of our society to look at, a common response was that 
there are plenty of programs and opportunities in existence and, 

159 

" , 



therefore, no more are needed. The point here, however, is that 
it is not the number of such programs, but.rather the nat,!re and 
quality of them that is important. The p01gnant observat1on ~as 
made that in many popular places for young people to spend t:me 
-- fast food outlets, for example -- a parking met~r menta~lty 
has been developeo to discourage young people. It 1S all r1ght 
for a young person to visit a shopping mall.or fast food outlet 
as long as he passes his time there spend1ng money •. When he 
s~u~s being a consumer, however, his time is up and he 1S asked 
to move on. Unstructured activities, on the other han~, w~uld 
allow the young person to participate in the C?mmun1ty 1n a 
manner interesting to him, and acceptable to soclety and help 
him to develop his own sense of worth. They might even be 
incorporated in existing programs, such as after-hours use.of 
schools. As mentioned above, the school boards may author7ze 
alternative uses of schools (Education Act, section 150): .L:ke 
surveillance programs, discussed abcve, unst~~tured act1~lt~es 
can take advantage of "natural" opportun1t1es and eX1st1ng 
resources. 

Accordingly, it is recommended that, 

Where a community lacks acceptable natural 
recreational opportunities for young people, the 
promotion of unstructured activities should be 
considered in recreational planning. 

G. EDUCATION 

It is perhaps a truism that the solution to vandalism 
is better education. If we define education in its broad~st 
sense the training and socialization of people, then educat10n 
can b~ seen as the key to reducing the amount of vandalism that 
occurs in society. Education, in this sense, is obviously ~ot 
just the responsibility of those employed by the educat10n 
system; this view of education is much broader than that, though 
obviously it includes professional teachers and e~ucators. In 
this context education includes all of the var10US parts of 
society that explicitly or implicitly are inv~lved .in the 
education or socialization of young people. In th1S con~ext :he 
primary source of education or socialization is the fam1ly 1t
self. However, education includes not only the home and school 
but also extends to other institutions, such as the church and 
the mass media, whose functions include influencing the 
attitudes and values of society. 

Looking again to researeh done for the Task Force, we 
see some areas that might be affected by education. First of 
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all, there is the finding that many young people who had 
committed an act of vandalism did not see it as hurting anyone. 
Second, there is the finding that the acts did not appear to be 
particularly highly planned: specific targets did not seem to 
be chosen. In addition, other research findings suggest that 
many young people who commit acts of vandalism know that it is 
"bad" but do not see it as an offence (Chepynoha and Parwicki 
1981). , 

Education, then, can potentially serve a number of 
different functions. The important question, of course, is to 
determine how best to "teach" the various points that are 
important. It is probably worth noting that it is part of the 
law of this province that the schools have a role in this form 
of education. The Education Act, for example states: 

235.-(1) It is the duty of a teacher, 

. . . 
(c) to inculcate by precept and example 

respect for religion and the principles 
of Judaeo-Christian morality and the 
highest regard for truth, justice

j 

loyalty, love of country, humanity, 
benevolence, sobriety, industry, 
frugality, purity, temperance and all 
other virtues 

The more difficult question is how this education should be 
accomplished. One very narrow approach to the issue is to 
depend on the formal courses taught, usually in high school, in 
the area of law. The difficulty 'Y7ith this approach is twofold: 
in the first place, the issue is not so much to teach the formal 
procedures and laws that are relevant to vandalism as to 
encourage young people to think about the consequences of their 
actions before they engage in vandalism. Hence it is not the 
technical aspects of law that are important as much as is a 
basic understanding of the role and purpose of laws and rules in 
our society. Thus, although these courses may be important for 
many purposes, they do not seem to be necessarily the best 
vehicle for trying to change young people's view of vandalism. 
The second problem with these formal law courses is that they 
are probably attacking the problem too late in the young 
person's life. To the extent that the Task Force data and those 
of others can be generalized, it would appear that the amount of 
vandalism falls off rather dramatically as the young person 
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l approaches the end of his high school career. Therefore, to do 
anything effective about eciucating vandalism out of people, our 
teaching program would have to begin earlier. Even very young 
children understand the concepts behind "It's not fair!" and 
"It's against the rules". These are basic buildings blocks for 
an understanding and appreci~tion of the role of law in our 
society. lt is important for young people to understand that 
law exists first for the protection of our freedom and rights, 
that it is made for the benefit of society as a whole. It only 
becomes a negative force when we infringe upon the common good. 

It must be pointed out that the Ontario Ministry of 
Education statement of curriculum policy for kindergarten to 
grade six, The formative years (1975) provides: 

The child in the Primary and Junior Divisions will be 
given opportunities to: 

. . . 
9. develop self-respect, respect for the rights of 

others, and respect for the rules of law 

11. develop an awareness of law and government, and 
of the rights and duties of Canadian citizens. 

However, it is the responsibility of local school boards to 
formulate local programs to implement this policy. Accordingly, 
Ontario communities have both ~he power and the responsibility 
to teach young people about the role of law in protecting 
private and public property. Accordingly, it is recommended 
that, 

Communities should encourage local school boards to 
include the teaching of legal values in relation to 
private and public property in the elementary school 
programs. 

One problem is that the suggestion that some more 
formal kind of education be done in the schools to deal with 
problems such as vandalism may be confused with a rather 
controversial area sometimes referred to as morals education. 
The controversy revolves around the nature of morality to be 
taught and how it is to be taught. The moral issues that are of 
interest and relevance to young people, such as abortion, drug 
use, and suicide, are the moral issues about which there is no 
str.ong consensus. The lack of consensus creates conflict in 
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some communities. Presumably, however, teaching children the 
value of someone else's property is not a controversial subject. 

One way, then, that the education system can take a 
more active role in this area is to encourage teachers to use 
everyday examples of unacceptable behaviour, including vandal
ism, as a way of trying to raise consciousness in young people 
about the consequences of vandalism. As obvious as this may 
seem, there is some suggestion that school personnel are uncom
fortable discussing vandalism problems in their school (see, for 
example, Chepynoha and Parwicki, 1981). Therefore, a necessary 
first step is for the school to admit that there is a problem. 
Then the students could be encouraged to think about and perhaps 
take some action themselves to reduce the amount of vandalism. 

It should be remembered that most vandalism is 
committed against publicly-used property. Thus one means of 
trying to deal with vandalism might be to try to encourage young 
people to take some community responsibility for community 
property. If the cumulative effects were seen to be relevant to 
individual loss, then it is possible that young people could be 
"taught" that there are victims of vandalism of "public" 
property. Indeed some of the apparent short term favourable 
comments about almost any anti-vandalism program may arise from 
an increased awareness of the actual costs of vandalism. 

that, 
In any education program, then, it is recommended 

Education programs for young people should stress the 
effects of vandalism on the community. 

Fortunately, many of the problems and potential 
pi tfalls of teaching law and values in the schools are handled 
excellently in a document produced by and distributed by the 
Ontario Ministry of Education to provide curriculum suggestions 
for teachers. The booklet, entitled From values to laws (1977), 
outlines in detail two exercises that can be carried out by 
students in learning about the importance of respect for proper
ty. In each exer.cise, the purpose is to raise the students' 
consciousness about vandalism and to suggest ways of dealing 
with it. The exercises seem quite impressive and should go a 
long way to teaching yOU\lg people about respect for property and 
the role of law. Therefore, it is recommended that, 

The Ministry of Education should ensure that the 
curriculum proposal, "From values to laws" is brought 
to the attention of all school authorities. 
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There is a notion that a school must accept a certain 
level of vandalism because there is not power to take action 
against it. This notion is challenged by two school principals 
who shared their observations with the Task Force. Each of 
these people had been made principal of schools that apparently 
had high levels of vandalism in the past. Both of them, by 
their own accounts, made it clear by word and action that they 
were not going to tolerate vandalism and that vandalism would be 
regarded as a serious offence. It is not clear that it was the 
threat of harsh penalties as much as the communication of a set 
of values that was important in these instances. The teachers 
as well as the students were told that vandalism of any sort was 
not to be tolerated. 

During school hours, school property is' or can be 
under a relati.vely high degree of surveillance. Furthermore, 
the school community is relatively small and homogeneous. Thus, 
a school may present a very special situation. In any event, 
according to these school principals, they were able to make a 
substantial reduction in the amount of vandalism. After all, 
schools which have control over young people for a substantial 
portion of the first quarter of their lives are expected to 
teach certain skills. Therefore, it seems reasonable to expect 
as well that schools can exert enough influence on young peopl e 
to affect at least their values concerning school property. 

What is equally important in these accounts, however, 
is that these school principals were of the opinion that they, 
as principals, had adequate authority to deal with the problem. 
Indeed, the Education Act declares, 

236. It is the duty of a principal of a school, 
in addition to his duties as a teacher, 

(a) to maintain proper order and discipline 
in the school; 

. . . 
(j) to give assiduous attention~ •• to the 

cleanliness ••• of the school, to the ~are 
of all teaching materials and other 
school property, and to the condition 
and appearance of the school buildings 
and grounds ••• 

----~- -~--------' ~--~ 

In this regard principals may look to the school boards for 
support because the Education Act also imposes a duty on 
boards: 

144. Every board shall, 

. . . 
8. keep the school buildings and premises in 

proper repair and in a proper sanitary 
condition ••• and protect the property of the 
board. 

Therefore it is not a matter of new legislation or regulations, 
or go~ernment guidelines being required. It is simply a 
questlon of a concern and commitment of the principal to do 
something about vandalism. This view is reaffirmed in the 1981 
Annual Report of the Toronto Board of Education: 

Just how vandalism at a school is dealt with is left 
to the discretion of the school principal who knows 
his or her community best. The principal knows if 
students are able to pay for damage they cause, and 
whether or not that would be an appropriate way to 
change students' attitudes to vandalism. 

In brief, it seems that the school principal is in a 
unique position to take initiatives against vandalism in the 
schools and has both a duty and the necessary authority to do 
so. Accordingly, it is recommended that, 

School principals should assume the initiative in 
combatting vandalism in their schools. 

In terms of providing something relevant for the 
portion of the population who appear to be most likely to commit 
acts of vandalism (the fifteen year old who does not like school 
and is performing poorly), it would appear that the education 
system does, in theory, have at least one program which attempts 
to deal with the problem. The "early school leaving" programs 
of the various boards of education, would appear to be aimed at 
exactly this group. However, these programs are not without 
their own difficulties in finding jobs for untrained underage 
youth. 

In the general area of education, it should also be 
pointed out that many of the other programs that are in place in 
Ontario can be seen as having "education" as one of their 
purposes. Such programs as Operation Aware are explicitly forms 
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of education and such programs as the school incentive programs 
are also forms of education. 

H. USING THE MEDIA 

Although one thinks first of the schools when 
education is mentioned as being relevant to an issue, schools 
are clearly not the only institutions that have some educational 
role in our society. The mass media, for example, were 
mentioned by a number of people as having some relevance to the 
problem of vandalism. 

Our City Council felt that by refraining from giving 
much publicity to acts of vandalism, that there wou.ld 
be less of a tendency amongst the younger people to 
attempt to compete with the efforts of others. 

- City of Woodstock 

Preventative action by the news media [would be] 
1. To publicize the names of the convicted vandals and 

the conditions of any sentence. 
2. Donate public service time, news items and tips 

regarding vandalism. 
- Town of Lindsay 

(Report from Police to City 
Council) 

The media should be encouraged to report daily the 
result of Provincial and County Court decisions, with 
a particular emphasis on punishments handed out for 
vandalism, loitering, causing disturbance charges and 
offences related to alcohol, such as impaired driving 
or drinking under age. Exposure such as this should 
have a long term deterrent effect on the community at 
large and at the same time indirectly reward a vast 
majority of citizens who have pride and respect for 
their community. 

- Town of Lindsay 
(Report from the Director of 
Protection) 

Not surprisingly, there is no consensus of opinion on 
the role that mass media news reports might play in vandalism. 
As in other cases where there are contradictory views, there is 
no reason to accept one suggestion about the media over another; 
indeed, both might be right or both might be wrong. As 
repeatedly emphasized in this report, vandalism has many causes 
and takes many forms. Hence mass media reports of vandalism 
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might encourage people to do additional vandalism in some 
circumstances (for example, where the particular acts might 
appear to be "fun": at least one major newspaper has featured a 
cartoon called rrGrafitti rr ) and yet in other situations, report
ing acts of vandalism and their nefarious consequences in the 
news media might well encourage people to take more responsi
bility for the property of others. 

There can be little doubt that the media exercise 
great influence over the formation of attitudes in contemporary 
society. Direct effects are often hard to establish empirically 
but indirect effects probably abound. For instance, the 
presence of violent incidents in popular entertainment may not 
lead to actual acts of violence by viewers but may do much to 
legitimize the role of violence in everyday life. 

The agents of socialization in previous years -
family members -- have been challenged to some extent by tele
vision. Since family size has shrunk, the television may well 
have taken over as the child's primary source of information 
about the world. We cannot expect our children to act differ
ently from the role-models they view continuously on the screen. 
The importance of television, and the media in general~ must be 
acknowledged in attempting to change the attitudes of youth 
towards concepts such as property and civil responsibility. 

Carefully designed and evaluated programs using the 
mass media to prevent vandalism are difficult to find; 
unfortunately, those that were found are not very encouraging in 
their results. One of the most carefully evaluated attempts to 
try to reduce crime through a publicity campaign was carried out 
by the British Home Office in 1978 (Riley and Mayhew, 1980). 
Two separate film advertisements were produced, one highlighting 
the consequences of being apprehended for vandalism and the 
other encouraging parents to keep better control over their 
children. The advertising campaign cost the Home Office over 
two hundred thousand pounds in 1978 for the region being studied 
which they estimated would be the equivalent of 1.3 million 
pounds for the whole country in 1980. The conclusion of the 
study was quite straighforward: 

None of the three publicity campaign evaluations ••• 
provides any reliable evidence that the advertising ••• 
had a significant effect on parents' attitudes to 
vandalism or on the amount of vandalism committed. In 
the present evaluation, the data relating to schools 
and telephone kiosks showed clearly that there were 
comparable decreases in the level of vandalism in both 
the test and control regions. In the case of the 
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housing data, the large variation in the average cost 
per repair between [the test and control areas] meant 
that the changes in the number of repairs could not be 
directly compared. However, on the basis of analysis 
of the trends in the data, it was concluded that the 
evidence did not support the idea that housing vandal
ism ••• had been influenced by the campaign. Similarly, 
although the level of criminal damage recorded by the 
police appeared to be lower where the publicity was 
televised than where it was not, this was interpreted 
in terms of the trend, pre-dating the campaign, 
towards decreasing numbers of L~corded offences in the 
test area relative to the control. 

The present campaign is the first one on vandalism 
conducted by the Home Office. Its largely negative 
results in changing behaviour are consistent with the 
findings of other offender-oriented advertising 
campaigns ••• which have relied on persuasion to deter 
potential wrongdoers, unaccompanied by changes in 
legislation or law enforcement ••• [T]wo reasons were 
suggested to account for the failure of purely 
persuasive offender-oriented campaigns: firstly, that 
potential offenders are unlikely to be moved by exhor
tation or generalised threats unless they have reason 
to believe that the actual risks and consequences of 
detection are worsened; and, secondly, that remote 
advertising messages may stand little chance of 
competing with the immediate pressures operating at 
the time an offence is being considered. (p. 25-26) 

Perhaps another reason that such campaigns are not effective is 
that individuals perceive that the advertisements are really 
aimed at someone else: if a sizeable proportion of young people 
think that vandalism does not cost anyone anything, they may 
dismiss as irrelevant exhortations to improve their own 
behaviour. 

As pointed out in Chapter 3 and earlier in this 
chapter, although the public has strong concerns about penalties 
given to vandals, they have relatively little information about 
the sentencing process, including the range of factors that are 
considered, the nature of the evidence before the court, and the 
average sentence given for specific offences. Presumably, most 
of the information that the public does have comes from the 
media. Therefore, the media may have a role to play in 
educating the public more generally about the administration of 
justice. Accordingly it is recommended that, 
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The media, in reporting sentences given to vandals 
shoU~d attempt to report the full range of factor; 
cons~dered by the court in determining the sentence. 

I. MAKE THE PARENTS PAY 

, Throughout the life of this Task Force there wer 
suggeS~lO~s that kept recurring in various forms and in va:i~:~ 
places, the courts are too lenient" and" k h 
pay" Th ' rna e t e parents 

• ese two suggestlons -- punish the child and ' 
parent -- are not mutually exclusive So I punlsh the 
" • me peop e wanted to 
lncrease punlShment for both the children and the parents. 

There seem to be three somewhat 
"making th separate reasons why 

e parents pay" is seen as a solution to vandalism: 

a) It is presumed that if the parents were made to pay 
for the ~a~dalism of their children, they would 
thak: add~ tlonal responsibility for the behaviour of 
t elr chlldren. 

b) I~ ~s presumed that young people, if they knew that 
t elr parents were going to have to pay, would be 
deterred from committing acts of vandalism, and 

c) It is presumed that victims would be compensated 
for the cost of vandalism damage. 

Like many simple answers to complex it see th h questions, ms at t is solution is based 0 ' 
. ' n some questlonable 

a:sump~lons about the nature of the problem. In the first 
~e:~~' 1; w9uld appear that some people presume that parents 

vandaitsmo a~~\hCaatr:a~~~ther their children commit acts of 
the parents to be respo~:~~eP~rt~or thehdamage would teach 
their h'ld lzens w 0 would look after 

C.l reno There are two questionable premises in this 
assumptlon' first of all the ' 
general do' not h h re lS no evidence that parents in 

care w et er their offspring commit offences 
Althou?h there may be isolated cases where this is true it i· 
more llkely that most parents would b' ,s 
about the damage that their child : qUlte upset to find out 
h ' ren ave created. Though that , e.;, not, been dlrectly proven in relation to vandalism one 
~~f~catlon th~t this might be the case comes from a study' of a 

f
l d6rehnt soclal problem, truancy. Neilson and Gerber (1979) 
Oun t at though parents of t t ' 

their h'ld ruan s were very concerned about 
l'k t~ 1 ren not going to school, the problem was that they 

h
l'le

d 
e,schools,themselves, did not know how to change thei~ 

c 1 ren s behavlour. 
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The second premise that deserves questioning is 
whether many parents really could exert more control on their 
children. If the vandalism is taking place at school, during 
school hours, there is probably little the parents can do. 
Similarly, if the child is fourteen or fifteen years of age, the 
age when children are most likely to commit acts of vandalism, 
and he is committing acts of vandalism after school or on 
weekends, it is probably unreasonable to expect that his parents 
can effectively exert the degree of control necessary to stop 
vandalism. This is not a novel conclusion. As a publication of 
the British Home Office Research Unit notes: 

It is not easy to see how reductions in vandalism 
could be achieved by attempts to make parents exercise 
greater control over their sons. Although a 
considerable minority of parents make little effort to 
supervise their sons' activities, even among those who 
do try, the success rate is unimpressive -- not all 
boys will do what they are told and parental sanctions 
are limited. Even the most extreme sanction available 
to parents -- physical chastisement -- becomes 
increasingly impractical as the boy grows larger. 
Thus even if those parents who make no effort could be 
persuaded to begin, the chances are that many would 
fail. In any case it is difficult to identify any 
prom.slng tactics whereby lax parents might be induced 
to take action ••• It is even harder to see what could 
be done to increase the effectiveness of the efforts 
of those who try but fail. (Clarke, 1978, p. 35) 

In addition, of course, parents may feel a great deal of 
pressure from society generally to allow their children the same 
kinds of freedom allowed other children and adults. The 
comments from the public on this issue generally do not seem to 
address such practical problems as these. 

One interesting phenomenon is that many members of the 
public may not hold their belief in parental liability very 
strongly in the face of discussion about it: after hearing only 
a few minutes of discussion, members of the viewing audience on 
the London Two-Way Cable system, described in Chapter 3, showed 
quite a dramatic shift away from their initial opinion on 
parental liability as a solution to vandalism. Nevertheless, 
the issue enjoys widespread popularity and a serious attempt 
must be made to examine the concerns that have been expressed. 

The only good plan that I have heard of, personally, 
is to make the parents responsible for their 
children's vandalism. 

- a Don Mills resident 
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Whoever is caught and charged with vandalism should be 
made to pay for all the damage he or she caused. In 
the case of juveniles under age who are not allowed to 
work yet, the parents should be made responsible and 
pay for the damage. 

- a Port Carling resident 

The parents should be made legally [liable] for the 
damage suffered as a result of the actions of their 
children. If they were, they would be more inclined 
to see their children behave properly. 

- an Ottawa resident 

I believe that the parents are responsible for thE~ 
actions (of their children) which are criminal. 

- a Cobourg resident 

I believe when vandalism is committed by juveniles or 
children, that the parents should pay the cost to the 
owners that will restore that property to its fullest 
- as it was before the vandalism was committed. 

- a Bramalea resident 

Very few people who commented on this topic drew dis
tinctions that may be important. First, it seems important to 
distinguish parents' social responsibility for the children from 
their legal responsibilities in the community. It is not 
questioned that parents should have direct moral and social 
responsibility for their children. However, this does not 
necessarily mean that they should carry full legal responsibili
ty for everything that their children do. Secondly, within the 
realm of legal responsibility a number of distinctions should be 
made. 

As has been pointed out in Chapter 4, there is an 
important distinction to be made between criminal and civil 
liability. Under our current law, a parent can be found civilly 
liable for the damage caused by his children if it can be shown 
in a separate legal action that the parent was negligent. This 
is a dramatically different provision than that where parents 
are deemed criminally liable for the acts of their children. 
Fining the parents or making the parents pay as a direct, 
automatic result of a finding of delinquency against the child 
is equivalent to saying that the parent or family is guilty of 
the criminal offence. It may also be suggested in such cases 
that parents should be strictly liable for the damage caused by 
their children, independent of the attempts at control that the 
parents may have made. Therefore, the parents would have to pay 
even if, for example, the parents have warned the school 

171 

. ' '" 



authorities that their son had threatened to cause some damage. 
Those who favour such a position would like the court to order 
the parents to pay as part of the sentence imposed on the child. 
Thus if the child were to be found guilty of committing an act 
of vandalism, the parent would automatically be liable for the 
cost of the vandalism without any inquiry as to the role the 
parent might have played in the criminal act. It would also 
seem to follow that if the parent could not or would not pay, 
the parent should serve the compensatory time in prison. 

Because there do appear to be supporters of this 
strict criminal liability approach it is important to point out 
that if the parents are in fact negligent or are in some way 
contributing to the delinquency of their children, there are 
various provlsl0ns described earlier in this report, for laying 
criminal charges directly against the parent. On conviction the 
parent might be liable to make restitution. Thus, if in some 
way the parents really are guilty of doing something which 
contributed to the offence, the parents can, at present, be made 
financially responsible. Therefore, the legal means do exist 
for attaching criminal and financial responsibility to the 
parents where the involvement of the parents can be proven. 

Although the submissions to the Task Force did not 
fall into neat categories on this issue it seems likely that 
many people who said the parents should pay were not recom
mending strict criminal liability but some form of civil 
consequence, such as restitution, for the parent where his child 
is convicted of vandalism. Certainly this is the type of scheme 
that does exist in some areas and that has been proposed here 
from time to time. 

Indeed, although the scope and purpose of section 22 
of the Juvenile Delinquents Act has never been fully delimited, 
the elements of a parental liability provision can be seen in 
that section. England has a provision in the Children and Young 
Persons Act, 1933 that allows a court, where a fine, damages or 
costs have been ordered against a juvenil~ found guilty of an 
offence, to order the parent to pay unless the court is 
satisfied that the parent has not conduced to the commission of 
the offence by neglecting to exercise due care and control. 

A number of municipalities in the United States have 
local ordinances relating to parental liability. For example, 
the Village of Deerfield, Illinois has an ordinance which 
provides that the parents may be fined if their child is found 
guilty of vandalism twice within twelve months. 
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Because of the popularity of this approach it has 
been the.subject of considerable thought and stud~. For 
examp~e, ln ~965 the federal Department of Justice Commi t tee on 
Juvenlle Del1nquency gave very careful consideration to the 
g~~bl~m. As th~ r~port strongly influenced the proposed Young 

en ers Act, lt lS worth quoting extensively from the report 
Juvenile Delinquency in Canada: ' 

~49. The Committee received a number of sug
gestl0n~ that the Act should be reviewed with a view 
to pla~lng greater ~esponsibility upon the parent or 
guardlan of a Chlld who engages in delinquent 
behaviour. Some persona have been concerned about the 
pro~lem of restitution. There have been recommen
datl~~s that the Act should b€ amended to provide 
speclflcally that the juvenile court judge may order 
that a parent.or guardian make restitution for damage 
or destructl0n caused by a child found t b 
d 1 · 0 e e lnquent. 

. . . 
. .350. Before considering these proposals, we think 
lt lmportant to emphasize that the "punish the parent" 
approach has been repudiated by almost everyone who 
has ~ade a careful study of the matter. For example 
two lmportant draft statutes prepared by committees of 
~xperts in the United States - the Standard Juvenile 
COurt Act and the Model Penal Code _ co t . . . n aln no 
provlsl0ns of the kind that are still part of Canadian 
law. In each case the omission was deliberate. 
Pr~f:ssor Tappan speaks of "punish the parent" laws as 
a slngula~ly, fut~le expression" of the "re cogni t ion 
of _ the faml1y s vltal relationship to delinquency" 
and not~s that "it has been fairly generally agreed 
that thlS approach has succeeded no more than could 
have been expected." Indicative of the controversy 
that this question has caused are the emphatic 
Comments of still another noted authority on J.uvenile 
court leg· 1 t· " 

lS a 10n: Wherever the concept takes hold 
that parents who fail should be punished it should b 
exposed as a delusion •••• ". ' e 

. 35~. The objections in principle to provisions of 
thlS klnd are perhaps nowhere better stated than in 
the recent Report of the Kilbraadon Committee in 
~cotland. Because of the importance of the issue 
lnvolved we quote at length. The Kilbrandon COmmittee 
noted that there had been proposals "for (a) the 
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greater use of fines •••• against parents for the mis
demeanours of their children, (b) requiring parents to 
make financial restitution for damage caused as a 
result of their children's delinquent behaviour, and 
(c) the placing of parents directly under compulsory 
measures of supervision in consequence of their 
children's misdemeanours." While recognizing that 
such proposals were "aimed at bringing home to parents 
their responsibilities", and, in this way, 
"strengthening and furthering those natural instincts 
for the good of the child which are common to 
parents", the Kilbrandon Committee rejected any such 
approach on the following grounds: 

"We have found great difficulty in reconciling such 
proposals with their declared aims •••• We 
recognize that there may be a variety of situa
tions falling short of the stringent standard of 
criminal neglect in the legal sense, in which 
children may be the sufferers and in which there 
may equally be present many of the factors of 
incipient delinquency (in some cases leading to 
the actual commission of acts of juvenile 
delinquency). Such situations are, however, 
scarcely capable of being stated in a form which 
would ever be appropriate to the criminal law. 
With hindsight one can say that such and such a 
parental failure contributed to this child's 
delinquency; it is an entirely different matter, 
with different children all with different needs, 
to attempt to state parental duties in such a form 
that criminal sanctions might be applied. In a 
free society, we do not consider that proposals 
for so sweeping an extension of coercive powers 
against adult persons - on the basis of facts and 
circumstances falling far short of any existing 
standard of criminal neglect or criminal 
misconduct - could ever be tolerated as a result 
of proceedings instituted in a juvenile court 
ostensibly concerned with the child's delinquency, 
or, in some cases? incipient delinquent 
tendencies. 

.................................................. 
The principle underlying the present range of 
treatment measures is ••• primarily a.n educational 
one, in the sense that it is intended, wherever 
possible, not to supersede the natural beneficial 
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influences of the home and the family) but 
wherever practicable to strengthen, support and 
supplement them in situations in which for what
ever reason they have been weakened or have failed 
in their effect. Proposals for a more sweeping 
extension of coercive powers in relation to 
parents of juvenile delinquents are in our view 
not only unacceptable on general grounds ••• but are 
ultimately incompatible with the nature of educa
tional process itself, more particularly in the 
context of the parent-child relationship. Such a 
process of education in a social context ••• 
essentially involves the application of social and 
family case-work. In practice, this can work only 
on a persuasive and co-operative basis, through 
which the individual parent and child can be 
assisted towards a fuller insight and understand
ing of their situation and problems, and the means 
of solution which lie to their hands ••• We 
consider that the alternative already discussed, 
based as it is on the view that in matters so 
closely concerning their children the co-operation 
of parents as adults persons can be enlisted by 
compulsive sanctions, is fundamentally miscon
ceived and unlikely to lead to any practical and 
beneficial result." 

352. So far we have been able to judge from the 
limited accounts available, wherever the "punish the 
parent" approach has been attempted the resul ts have 
been at best inconclusive, and more probably negative. 
Indeed, an objection that has been made to provisions 
of this kind is that they themselves contribute to 
delinquency, in that their use often creates a number 
of conditions that promote delinquency. Generally, it 
seems, the effect is to aggravate still further an 
already disturbed family relationship. The parent 
tends to respond to pu.nishment by increasing his 
hostility to, and rejection of, the child. The child 
in turn reacts to the parent's anger by getting into 
further trouble. Moreover, such a law places a 
tremendous weapon in the hands of an angry child. 
Cases have been recorded of children causing 
substantial monetary damage as a way of getting even 
with parents, who they expect will be fined or 
required to make restitution. The writers of one 
article have commented in this connection: "Parents, 
whether good or bad, cannot easily be turned into 
deputy sheriffs. Nor, in a democracy, do we take 
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happily to the idea that one person may be held a 
hostage for the good behavior of another." 

353. . . . 
Equally important, particularly in the light of the 
Kilbrandon Committee's observations, is the fact that 
there is reason to believe that the juvenile court 
experience sometimes has the effect of undermining the 
capacity of a parent to cope with the child. As one 
writer with long experience in juvenile court work has 
reported: "Along with their feelings of bitterness 
and failure ••• parents often experience a severe 
regression in their ability to act as adequately as 
they did prior to the hearing. Increased inadequacy, 
unnecessary dependency, a flagrant refusal to perform 
normal parental duties, and a hostile use of the court 
against the child are possible behavioral results ...... 
Relevant also is his conclus ion - that" the child's 
perception of his parent's worth may be seriously 
damaged by court action unless steps are taken to 
recognize and support the parent's continuing 
function ...... 

(footnotes omitted) 

The issue was also recently addressed by the federal 
government in a paper, Legislative Proposals to R~place the 
Juvenile Delinquents Act (1979): 

16. Vicarious Liability 

The Juvenile Delinquents Act makes provision for 
the imposition of a fine, damages or costs against 
parents, if the court is satisfied that parents 
themselves have conduced to the commission of an 
offence by their child. The use of this procedure 
is discouraged and it is seldom used in practice. 
The new legislation would not retain such a 
provision, particularly as the Act is designed to 
hold young persons themselves responsible for the 
commission of illegal acts. 

In recommending that parents be held liable for 
the illegal acts of their children, particularly 
children who are deemed under the law to be 
criminally responsible for such acts, individual 
responsibility would be undermined. In order to 
impress upon juveniles that legal consequences 
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exist for their criminal acts, liability and 
responsibility should rest with juveniles 
themselves. 

Furthermore the concept of vicarious liability 
runs contrary to civil rights and is really an 
unwarranted extension of the criminal law. Where 
the parent is involved in the commission of an 
offence, he will be dealt with by the existing 
provisions of the Criminal Code, otherwise it is 
felt that the matter is better relegated to the 
civil law where it more properly belongs. 

In view of the importance of stressing individual responsibility 
in vandalism cases, as recommended in Chapter 1, the possibility 
that emphasizing parental responsibility will undermine indi
vidual accountability is of very great concern. To say to the 
young person that he is responsible and then to turn around and 
tell him that the law also holds his parents accountable seems 
very likely to weaken the impact of his own responsibility. The 
concern of the Task Force is also recognized in the federal 
Young Offenders Act, Bill C-61. Section 22 of the Juvenile 
Delinquents Act would be repealed and the responsibili ty of the 
young person affirmed in section 3(1) which provides: 

It is hereby recognized and declared that 

(a) while young person should not in all instances be 
held accountable in the same manner or suffer the 
same consequences for their behaviour as adults, 
young persons who commit offences should nonethe
less bear responsibility for their contraventions 
and society must be afforded the necessary pro
tection from illegal behaviour. (emphasis added) 

A good example of another of the problems with 
parental liability was raised by a Family Court judge. The 
particular offence involved was not vandalism; however, the 
principles and difficulties involved were the same. A juvenile, 
who had been doing some volunteer work with a senior citizen, 
stole a large amount of money from her. About a week later the 
juvenile's father found some of the money in their basement, 
questioned his son, and subsequently got the police involved. 
The matter was cleared up, though not completely satsifactorily, 
since some of the money was never recovered. The obvious 
problem is that if the father had thought that he was going to 
be liable for whatever money might be missing, there would have 
been a strong disincentive to getting involved himself. The 
judge in the case indicated that he found himself commending the 
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father for reporting the offence, co-operating with the police, 
and encouraging his son to be honest. However the JOudge felt 

° " at the same tlme, that the father might not have acted in this 
responsible way if he had had any indication that he might have 
been liable, under law, for the costs. If that is the case 
then parental liability laws may in fact discourage parents fro~ 
fulfilling their responsibilities. 

Not only must this approach to parental liability be 
questioned on philosophical and theoretical grounds but also 
claims of its practical success must be examined. One 
submission stated: 

Some parents are not living up to their responsi
bilities and the law must clarify to those individuals 
that society will not tolerate parental negligence. 
l1a~ingoparents pay will act as a deterrent in two ways 
- lt wlll force the parent to exercise better control 
and it will remind the juvenile that the consequences 
of his acts of vandalism will be felt right in his own 
home. We know from the experience of at least 14 
major cities in the United States that this kind of 
approach works. So how can you argue with success. 

The fourteen major cities in the United States were 
not identified but an editorial in the Chicago Tribune in 1978 
refers to "about two dozen Chicago suburbs" that were using a 
plan that included parental liability. 

Because of the interest in the Deerfield program the 
Task Force contacted the C~ief of Police for further infor
mation. He pointed out in the literature that he provided that 
"Al h h ' .. _t oug we feel that our success in reducing youth crime is 
related to our program, no study has been made to make a 
positive correlation." Furthermore, the proarams that were 
included in the village plan were numerous. Ind~ed the Police 
Chief divided the programs into seven separate a;eas one of 
which was changes in local ordinances. The ordin'ance in 
question states that on a second offence by their child the 
parentsoa~eopresumed to have failed to exercise proper parental 
responslblllty, and are liable for a fine. The Chief of Police 
noted, 

Many of the inquiries we receive ask about one element 
of the program, whether it be the Youth Jury, or, most 
often, the Parental Responsibility Ordinance. I 
believe there is no simple method of reducing youth 
crime. The enactment of a law holding parents 
responsible for the actions of their children will 
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not, by itself, have any significant effect on the 
total crime situation. For a program to be success
ful, it must address the unique problems of a specific 
community. It must provide the necessary tools to the 
local police department so they can properly do their 
assigned tasks. It must receive the cooperation of 
the entire community: the schools, the churches, the 
park district, the businesses and the local govern
ment. All must accept their own responsibilities and 
not wait for someone else to solve the problem. We 
have this cooperation in Deerfield and this is why we 
have achieved some degree of success. 

When the ordinance was discussed with the Chief of 
Police, he pointed out that one of the main reasons for passing 
it was that there were great difficulties in bringing minor 
offences involving juveniles before the state courts and the 
local ordinance was simply a way of getting the young person and 
his parents before a local municipal court. The police in 
Ontario do not necessarily experience similar difficulties. In 
any event, to use his words, the portion of the municipal 
ordinance dealing with parental liability was the "least 
important" of the programs in the village. He also stated that 
the apparent decrease in the amount of vandalism in his village 
could q~ite possibly be attributed to the fact that the number 
of vandalism-aged young people has decreased in recent years. 
Another important factor is that youth officers work closely 
with social workers on the police staff, and both work closely 
with the schools. 

The Police Chief of the village recognized that the 
widespread interest in his village's program is, in many 
instances, misguided: people are looking for quick and easy 
solutions to chronic and difficult problems. The Chief then 
concluded by stating: 

In my opinion, the success of the Deerfield Youth 
Program can be attributed to an attitude of total 
cooperation between all the components of the program 
and their staff in trying to solve an individual 
problem. We have developed and are continuing to 
refine a comprehensive response to youth problems in 
our community. This has allowed us to tailor our 
response to the individual's needs. 

Accordingly this report from the Deerfield Chief of Police goes 
not so much to the support of parental liability laws as to the 
recommendations made in the next chapter regarding multi-faceted 
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programs and the development of comruunity involvement and 
commi tment. 

The last area of legal liability that remains to be 
examined is the area of civil liability. As mentioned above, a 
parent can be found civilly liable if it can be shown in a 
separate legal action that the parent was negligent in super
vising his child. The federal government paper, Legislative 
Proposals to Replace the Juvenile Delinquents Act (1979), quoted 
above, stated that the concept of vicarious liability "is better 
relegated to the civil law where it more properly belongs". 

The matter of extending civil liability of parents for 
damage caused by their children was reviewed by the Ontario Law 
Reform Commission (1969) in its Report on family law: Torts. 
It noted that in 1966 a private member's bill was introduced in 
the Legislature imposing liability up to $100 on parents whose 
children wilfully damage public property. The bill did not 
proceed. 

After studying the question, the Commission concluded: 

The Commission does not believe that any change in 
tort law with respect to parental responsibility is 
warranted. It considers that it would be unfair on 
parents to make them strictly or vicariously liable 
for damage caused by their children. Parenthood is a 
sufficiently demanding state in these times as it is. 
That a parent should be asked to do more than take 
reasonable care in the supervision and control of 
their children would be both impractical and unjust. 
Legislation of the kind passed in American states 
would be of doubtful value here. That legislation is 
aimed at juvenile vandalism. In nearly all the cases 
reviewed, vandalism was not a factor. (p. 80) 

Presumably the last statement means that there are few 
reported cases, if any, in which an issue has arisen as to the 
extent of parental liability for vandalism committed by their 
children. 

In any event, because the Commission indicated that 
American legislation was aimed at juvenile vandalism, the Task 
Force wrote to each of the forty-four state Attorneys General in 
those states that seemed to have parental liability laws. It is 
important to realize at the outset that in each of these states 
the laws relate to civil liability of parents. Briefly this 
means that the law simply enables a person, such as the victim, 
to bring legal action against a parent for negligence which 
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resulted in damage being caused by their children. None of the 
state laws deemed the parents to be criminally liable for 
vandalism done by their children. A typical provision can be 
found in. the Civil Practice Code of Alabama: 

Article 21 
Malicious Act of Minor 

6-5-380 Liability of parents for destruction of 
property by minor. 

(a) The parent or parents of any minor under the age 
of 18 years with whom such minor is living and who 
have custody of such minor shall be liable for the 
actual damages sustained, but not exceeding the sum of 
$500.00, ,plus the ,co~rt costs ot action, to any 
person, flrm, assoclatl0n, corporation and the state 
of Alabama and its political subdivision for all 
damages proximately caused by the injury to or 
destruc~ion o~, any p:operty, real, personal or mixed, 
by the lntentlonal, wlllful or malicious act or acts 
of such minor. 

(~) Nothi~g ~n this section shall be construed to 
limlt the llabllity of any such parent or parents as 
the same may now otherwise exist under the laws of the 
state of Alabama. 

, Each of the Attorneys General was asked for infor-
matlon relating to the use of and effectiveness of these laws 
More ~han,half of the Attorneys General responded to th; 
questlonnalre. None of the respondents was able to provide any 
evidence of any, klnd suggesting that the laws were effective in 
reducing vandallsm or other juvenile crimes and generally the 
impression of most of the respondents was that the laws were 
seldom~ if ever, used. Among the responses received were the 
followlng: 

At the presen~ time civil liability of parents for 
children's actlons is limited to no more than $500. 
This statute is seldom used by the courts due to the 
fa~t that many are extremely poor and also the 
phllosophy of requiring the child to be responsible 
for his own actions prevails. 

- State of Alabama 

In no instances may a 
parent to pay damages. 
has been directly sued 

181 

Department of Youth Services 

juvenile court judge order a 
Only in cases where a parent 

for such damages may a judge 



extend liability to a parent. Statistics relating to 
this latter event are unavailable. 

[Q: What are the most common reasons that a court 
would not order the parents to pay?] 

We can only speculate that a judge would not order 
parents involved in juvenile vandali.sm to pay because 
(1) the parents wouldn't be able to pay the damages or 
(2) that the judge felt it unreasonable to "punish" 
the parents for their child's transgressions. 

[Q: Have these laws made a significant contribution 
to the reduction of vandalism in your state?] 

We do not believe so. 
- State of California 

Department of Justice 

It is more valuable for the juvenile to pay in order 
that he learn to be responsible for his actions. 
It may create an excessive burden on the family which 
would simply compound their problems. 

- State of Montana 

The responses to the questionnaire tended to empha~ize 
that a separate civil action would have to be instituted aga1nst 
the parents and that obtaining restitution from the juvenile 
himself is a preferable alternative. 

In view of the lack of positive results in states 
having civil liability legislation, serious doubt must be 
expressed about importing such solutions to Ontario. 

In addition to the American legisla.tion, reference can 
be made to the survey, mentioned in Chapter 2, carried out by 
Judge Lorne Stewart. Although a number of respondents stated 
that parents could be required to pay compensation if they had 
been found to be negligent in supervising their children, in 
only one reply was there a suggestion that parents might be 
automatically liable. Although the respondents did not indicate 
the effectiveness of their laws, in some cases, at least, the 
laws derived from the same legal tradition as the civil law in 
Quebec. In fact, particularly relevant evidence about the 
effectiveness of extending the civil liability of parents as a 
means of preventing property damage by children can be gathered 
from our nei.ghbouring province. 

182 

-
----------- -

Article 1054 of the Quebec Civil Code specifically 
states that parents are responsible for damage caused by their 
minor children, unless the parents can establish that they were 
unable to prevent the act which caused the damage. The pro
vision appears to place a very high duty and responsibility on 
parents with respect to the supervision of the conduct of their 
children. However, a review of several legal studies, such as 
those by Azard (1963), Boucher (1967), Jobin (1969) and Baudouin 
(1973), suggest that in practice the provision is difficult to 
apply. In fact, it is doubted whether in its application 
Article 1054 imposes greater liability on parents than does the 
common law, which is in effect in Ontario. 

A number of points are worth noting about provisions 
such as Article 1054. First of all, responsibility attaches not 
only to parents but also to any person who had the power of 
control over the child when he committed the damage. Thus, 
school officials may share responsibility for supervision of the 
child's conduct. Trying to define who, in addition to parents, 
ought to be liable for damage caused by a child could be a 
problem for Ontario law. How far ought the liability extend? 

In Quebec, there must be some fault on the child's 
part before liability can attach to the parent or person 
supervising the child. Therefore, not all damage caused by all 
children will give rise to a presumption of parental liability, 
but once fault of the child is proven, then responsibility of 
the parent is presumed. The parent then bears the onus of 
proving that he has provided the child with a good education and 
provided adequate supervision in the circumstances. It is at 
this stage that the Quebec approach has the most difficulty 
because it requires an assessment of appropriate education and 
reasonable .community standards for parenting. Obviously the 
parent cannot be liable if it was impossible to prevent the act 
which resulted in damages. The impossibility can result from a 
variety of circumstances to be considered by the court in each 
given case. It is not a question of absolute responsibility; 
the parent merely has to do what was humanly and reasonably 
possible in the circumstances to prevent the act which resulted 
in damage. The parent cannot, however, merely say that it was 
immediately or practically impossible to prevent the damage. 
For example, the mere fact that he was not present when the 
minor committed the act is not relevant; the presumed fault is 
related to the lack of education, considering the child's status 
and social and general circumstances and, as well, the lack of 
supervision. The parent, for example, cannot invoke physical or 
immediate impossibility where the fact causing the damage was 
preceded by the parent's own fault which then led to the 
damaging act. 
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The parent should show that the child received a good 
education. Here, the case law suggests that the parent can be 
exonerated if he proves that he raised the child with care and 
diligence, giving him a good example and providing him with 
principles that lead to an appreciation of good behaviour. If 
the parent can satisfy the court that he gave the child a good 
religious, moral and social education, and that he took the 
necessary means to raise and supervise the child properly, there 
is no liability. This is particularly so where the damage was 
caused without malice or by accident and the parent could not 
foresee or prevent the occurrence. The fact that there has been 
no previous exhibition of misconduct or complaint about the 
child is also relevant. 

The question of what is appropriate supervision is, 
predictably, problematic. Social values and customs as well as 
the actual circumstances must all be taken into account. The 
child's character and. tendencies are important: for example, a 
difficult or disobedient child would require and demand greater 
and closer supervision than a child who is wise and obedient. 
If the child has a tendency to disobey the rules with respect to 
school attendance and curfew, the parent must then take 
necessary measures to prevent the child's use of this type of 
subterfuge and manipulation to commit truancy and to break 
curfew. 

Because vandalism is an age-rela ted offence it is of 
special interest to examine how the age of the child affects the 
parental duty to ensure adequate supervision. Not surprisingly 
it is found that a parent may be exonerated by showing that the 
child's age is such that the control that would normally be 
expected cannot be effectively provided in light of the child's 
particular development and maturity. It is worth noting the 
concern expressed by some, that changes in the centrality of the 
institution of the family may make it more difficult for parents 
to exercise control over their children. 

In summary, experience of Article 1054 in Quebec seems 
to indicate that, once all the factors have been balanced, even 
laws that start from a strong presumption of parental liability 
do not in practice impose liability in significantly different 
circumstances than Ontario law does. It appears that Quebec 
parents "cannot easily be turned into deputy sheriffs" by 
provisions such as Article 1054. Accordingly, the enactment of 
legislation in Ontario similar to Article 1054 in Quebec is not 
likely to increase the number of cases in which a parent would 
be found liable for damage caused by his child. Therefore, it 
would be difficult to justify such legislation on the grounds 

184 

that it would increase the level of compensation to victims of 
vandalism. 

, As pointed out above, parental liability legislation 
lS probably not effective in reducing the amount of vandalism 
The parent-and-child relationship is not primarily an economi~ 
one that will respond to economic sanctions. There are too many 
complex ~actors at work to expect that a significant proportion 
of the nlnety percent of young people who commit vandalism in 
Ontario would change their patterns of behaviour as a result of 
codifying the legal responsibility of parents to control and 
supervise their children. 

In this context, it should be pointed out that in the 
self-report study of vandalism in primary and secondary school 
students carried out for the Task Force (Appendix 1) it was 
found, that ~econdary school students who reported havin~ strict 
par~m:s adm~tted to fewer acts of vandalism. Although this is 
an l~terestlng f~nding, it clearly should not be interpreted as 
meanlng that maklng parents financially liable for the vandalism 
caused,by their children would necessarily reduce vandali~m. 
For thlS to be the case, two unsupported assumptions would have 
to be true: (1) that making parents financially liable would 
make them more strict and (2) that it is strictness ~ se that 
controls vandalism, rather than some other factor (such-;s the 
attitudes in~ulcated in the children of strict parents) that is 
the determinlng factor. 

, Also, if the imposition of financial liability had 
s~ch a dlrect effect than one would expect that there would be 
llttle cause for concern about juvenile vandalism in Quebec; 
however, that does not appear to be the case~ 

, It may be suggested that enacting legislation in 
Ontarl? along the lines of Article 1054 might at least have 
educatl0nal value. However, the analysis of Article 1054 also 
shows that such general statements of principle are subject to 
so m~ny practical qualifications and exceptions that they do not 
provl~e ~n ~cc~rate reflection of the parents' responsibilities 
and vlct~ms rlghts and that recourse to the courts is necessary 
to cl~rlfy the law. As discussed in Chapter 4, the law in 
O~tarlo permits a person to be sued where his failure to exer
Clse re~sonable control over a child has resulted in damage b 
the Chlld. Perhaps this law is not well enough known. r 
recommendation was made in Chapter 4 that the need for better 
public information about the law be consider.ed. There may also 
be so~e undefined areas as to the scope of the present law, such 
as WhlCh persons other than parents are liable and the standard 
of care that must be exercised. Traditionally, these are 
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questions that are more apPTopriately answered by the courts, 
which can consider all the faLts of a particular case, than bi 
the Legislature, which can only make fixed rules for gener~ 

Certainly it has not been shown that the courts have ln 
cases., bl. t· f parental any way failed to recognize the olga 10ns 0 
responsibility under our law. 

Consequently there seems to be.li~tle to be gained in 
the b ttle to eliminate vandalism by CodlfYlng the legal duty of 

a . reasonable control an~ supervision over parents to exerClse 
their children. 

There is, however, one aspect of the Quebec law that 
might provide some assistance to the victi~s o~ vandalism'

b 
on~ 

result of the Quebec law is that if the Chlld lS shown to e a 
fault, then the parent has the onus of showing t~a~ he was 
unable to prevent the act which caused the damage.~ ~lthout such 
a provision it may be quite difficult for the vlctlm to p:ove 
that the parent did not provide proper control and su~e:v~s10n, 
because many of the facts that relate to the responslblllty of 
the parent are solely within his knowledge. In these 
circumstances it does not seem unfair t~ ~x~e~t the par~nt to 
chow how he has discharged his responslbllltles. Placlng an 
;videntiary burden on the defendant is unusual in our l~w but 
not unheard of. ::.' 'r example, under the Highway Tra~flc Act 
where a person sustains injury by reason of a motor vehlcle o~ a 
highway the onus of proof that the loss or damage did not arlse 
through the negligence or improper conduct o~ the owner or 
driver is upon the owner or driver. Under the Chlld Welfare Act 
a person charged with leaving a child without reasonabl~ p~o 
vision for supervision of the child has the onus of establlshlng 
that reasonable provision was made in the circumstances. Thus, 
although placing the onus on the parent to show that.he t~ok 
reasonable care and in the supervision and control of. hlS .Chlld 
may not be effective Ll reducing the amount of vandall~m lt ma~ 
assist the victim in a proper case in proving the negllgence 0 
the parent. Therefore, it is recommended that, 

In an action for damages against the parent of a child 
in respect of damage to property by the child, the 
onus of proof that the parent p~ovided reasonable 
supervision and control of the Chlld should be upon 
the parent. 

The victim would still bear the onus of proving the 
other elements of the case, such as his damage and the causal 
connection between the amage an e d d th bre ach of duty of the 
parent. 
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Once again it is important to emphasize that 
recognition of the limited role of law is enforcing parental 
responsibility does not diminish the importance of the prinCiple 
of parental responsibility. Parents do have responsibility for 
the conduct of their children, but with respect to increasing 
legal liability for the costs of vandalism of their children, it 
seems that there are better solutions to the problem of 
vandalism that encourage individual accountability instead of 
deflecting responsibility on to others. 

As the Scottish Killbrandon Committee observed, in the 
passage set out earlier in this chapter, in some cases what is 
required is not legal penalties but positive social supporto 
So, in a case where our real concern is that the parents are not 
providing adequate supervision of their children and are failing 
to meet minimum community standards of parenting, then in 
Ontario measures can be taken under the Child Welfare Act. As 
pointed out in Chapter 4, the power exists under the Child 
Welfare Act for a children's aid society to intervene to protect 
children who are experiencing neglect, either as a result of 
inadequate parenting or their own behaviour. The children's aid 
society has the resources and expertise to respond in supportive 
and positive ways to the problems and pressures the family may 
be undergoing. 

Perhaps of greatest importance are the provisions of 
the Child Welfare Act that permit the parent to enter into 
voluntary agreements. Instead of legal proceedings against the 
parent positive measures to increase the parent's capacity to 
control and supervise the child can be taken. Legal proceedings 
against the parent which do not increase his ability to cope 
with an unruly child only compound his frustra.tion further. 

In summary, it can be seen that a broad view can be 
taken of the question of financial liability and .)arental 
responsibility. First of all, the responsibility of the 
offender himself must be emphasized and the criminal law should 
recognize vandalism as a separate criminal offence. Secondly, 
'wi thin the context of the criminal law, including delinquency, 
many opportunities exist for obtaining restitution, compen
sation, community service, and personal service. Furthermore, 
these remedies may extend to a parent who is convicted as a 
party to the offence. Legislation relating to provincial 
offences, particularly trespass to property, also enables the 
victim to seek compensation and other forms of redress. Fifth
ly, civil remedies are accessible, particularly through the 
small claims courts, and the liability of both children and 
parents is clearly recognized in ·ur tort law. It is recom
mended that in a civil case against parents that they bear the 
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burden of proving that they satisfied their duty of supervising 
and controlling their children. Finally, our child welfare laws 
can be invoked to provide social support and development of 
parenting skills that may be necessary to attack some of the 
root problems of the parent-and-child relationship. 
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CHAPTER 6 

A Strategy for Intervention 

One .of the major themes of this report is that 
vandalism varies enormously from community to community and from 
time to time. Therefore, the response to vandalism may have to 
be as varied as the problem itself. In other words, the search 
for a strategy for intervention leads back to an earlier 
conclusion: complex problems do not have simple solutions. 
Just as there is no simple solution to crime in general, there 
is no universal solution for vandalism. To emphasize this point 
the following recommendation is made: 

Communities should accept that vandalism is a complex 
and varied problem that requires a comprehensive and 
varied response. 

As the discussion in previous chapters showed, the simple 
solutions, such as heavier penalties and making parents pay, are 
unlikely to be effective solutions to the problem of vandalism. 
But the absence of a simple solution need not be grounds for 
despair. It only indicates that a different approach may be 
needed. In fact, not only can something be done about 
vandalism, but something quite effective can be done. In brief, 
what is required is the development of individualized responses 
to individual community vandalism problems. Accordingly, the 
recommendations that follow do not suggest the adoption of any 
specific program for intervention. Instead the recommendations 
set out a strategy or plan of action that communities can follow 
in determining what program is most appropriate in the 
uniqueness of their circumstances. 

Implementing a strategy of intervention may be more 
unfamiliar to communities than importing programs from 
elsewhere. But it may only involve more planning and analysis 
and not more work or resources. When there is no universal 
antidote for vandalism, the diagnosis and the treatment plan 
become the key to finding the right prescription. The remainder 
of this chapter outlines the process by which communities can 
choose the response that best meets their needs. 

one: 
The first question that has to be faced is a basic 

whose problem is vandalism? The view was earlier 
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expressed that there has been too much finger pointing, and too 
many people looking for a group, organization, institution, or 
government to blame for vandalism. If we could find someone to 
blame then presumably we could assign responsibility for 
stopping vandalism. Again, this is a tempting and d~verting 
exercise but not one that is likely to be very productlve. In 
Chapter i the point was made that primary respo.nsibili.ty r~sts 
with the offender himself. But the effect of hlS behavl0ur lS a 
problem for the whole community. Therefore, it is clear that 
vandalism is also everyone's problem and that there is an 
important role for everyone to play in reducing vandalism in our 
society. Indeed, throughout the duration of the Task Force the 
importance of two themes, responsibility and co-operation, was 
clearly established. Responsibility arose frequently in many of 
the submissions: some people wanted parents to be more 
responsible, sometimes even to the extent of being financially 
accountable for vandalism commi t ted by their children, others 
thought the courts should be more responsible by handing d~wn 
more severe pe~alties. In short, many people seemed to thlnk 
the solution lay in making some group (parents, the courts) more 
responsible, with little emphasis on co-operation. On the other 
hand, it became evident that no single person or body can reduce 
the amount of vandalism in our communities. The courts alone 
cannot solve the problem by merely increasing penalties for 
offenders even if this may be part of the solution. Parents 
cannot be' expected to exercise more control over their children 
unless their efforts are supported by the co-operation of 
teachers, and vice versa. A uniform co-operative response is 
the only effective way of dealing with vandalism. 

For example, the federal government definitely has a 
role in its jurisdictional control over the laws that deal with 
adult and juvenile offenders. As pointed out elsewhere in this 
report the federal government has tabled a new bill to replace 
the Juvenile Delinquents Act. When people criticize the 
provincially appointed provincial court (family divisi~n) 
judges, they should remember that at present ~hey ~re stlll 
acting, in this regard, under federal leglslatlon that 
encourages dispositions that assist the offender instead of 
punishing him for the offence. 

The provincial government is relevant in a number of 
different ways, often in connection with the municipalities. 
For example, the provincial government has important responsi
bilities in the fields of education, housing, and policing, as 
well as in the administration of justice in the province. 
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The family, the school, the church, the media, 
vOluntary organizations and so on also have roles and 
responsibilities with respect to vandalism. 

But who then is responsible for starting the proeess 
of intervention? The answer to this question is clear: the 
initiative must come from the community that expresses the 
ini tial concern. "Community" in this regard might be as small 
as a neighbourhood or as large as a city. It could include a 
school or a parks department. However, it is the grouping that 
has the problem that must begin the process of doing something 
about it. There is no cause for establishing a central 
organization to take responsibility for ini tiating the process 
of controlling vandalism, for at least two reasons: in the 
first place, it is inefficient, because eventually the solution 
must be tailor-made to the community; second, it is the 
community that is going to have to make the changes necessary to 
do something about van~alism. They have the primary ~nformation 
available to them about what is workable and likely to be 
effective. Therefore, it is recommended that, 

Initiatives for dealing with vandalism should be taken 
at the community lev-el. 

In this context a comment should be made about anti-vandalism 
committees. As noted in Chapter 1, one of the distinctive 
features of vandalism is that it prOVokes the organization of 
groups to combat this specific crime. However, to the extent 
that it is isolated as a special problem it may lose its 
significance as a crime. Furthermore, the evidence does not 
support the view that vandalism is a more serious problem than 
theft or breaking and entering. Accordingly, it is recommended that, 

Unless it is clear that vandalism is an exceptional 
problem in the community, vandalism prevention 
programs should be developed as part of a general 
crime prevention strategy. 

What then is the community to do? The first step is 
to resist the pressure to propose simplistic solutions that have 
been adopted in other communities. Given that the exact nature 
of vandalism is likely to vary from community to community, it 
cannot be stressed too much that a community should not auto
matically pick up solutions that are presumed to be effective in 
another community. There are two dangers in accepting other 
people's answers: first, the solution may, in fact, not be 
effective; second, the problem may be quite different. For 
example, the contradictory comments made about the effects of 

191 



, illustrate the fact that what works in ~ne 
light1.ng may 'h Thus groups must be caut1.0US 
situation m~y not wo~k 1.n

f
anot ~~~where. suggestions should not 

about adoptl.ng solutl.ons rom e
t 

be ac~epted uncritically. A 
be ignored, but :heY,sho~l~ ~~e community should be cautious 
further suggestl.On l.S, t a, search of a problem", that is, 

b e ting "solutl.ons l.1.'1 h 
a out acc p ," ood idea" in any event, jus t as t e 
programs that seem ll.k~ a g, e ting any broad claim of 
community should be hesitant l.nfa~Ce~aluations have not been 
success of a program where cBar~t ~, St udy which showed the 

'd t Without the rl. l.sn , t 
carrl.e ou. "dvertising campaigns agal.ns 
ineffectivene,ss of televbl.sl.o~h~ught uncritically to be a "good 
vanda.lism, thl.s may have een 
idea" for any community. 

I Cha ter 2 it was recommended that communities 

not :ssum: that ~heir vandalism problems are the ISla am rye atso should 't' s Now as a coro 
vandalism problems in other communl. 1.e • , 
that recommendation it is recommended that, 

In planning vandalism prevention programs it ~~OUld 
d that the solution for one commun~ Y is 

not be assume . other community. similar to the solution ~n some 

Normally, communities cannot wait long enough to 
lete that a perfect answer can be 

acquire knowledge so comp, ne when they diagnose a 
found. The commun~ty, shOUldt~~~e~:e not based on hard data. 
problem even if thel.r 1.nt:r:~~ ~p a stronger data base in the 
Indeed, the only way to Ul. 's to try a number of 

d I ' revention programs 1 
area of van a l.sm p 't' es to see if they are 

rograms in a variety of communl. l. 
~ffective. Therefore, it is recommended that, 

not be clear how best to intervene 
the community should develop ~n 
soon as a vandalism problem ~s 

Even though it may 
to reduce vandalism, 
intervention plan as 
clearly identified. 

d h 'ntervention will 
If carefully assess e suc, an l. 0 f that type 0 f 

provide knovledge about the effectl.veness f t' 

In addl'tion, it may serve an educative unc lhone 
intervention. bl f r t 

th e seriousness of the pro em 0 
in publicizing 
community. 

A. IDENTIFY THE PROBLEM 

to 
in 

The first serious step that a 
determine exactly what is the ~a~ure 
the community. It is not suffl.clent 
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community must take is 
of the vandalism problem 
simply to say that there 

is a vandalism problem. The exact nature of the problem should 
be specified as completely as possible. Thus it is not only 
important to know what the actual acts are (for example, 
breaking windows in schools, graffiti on buildings near bus 
stops, damage to trees in parks, damage to road signs, damage to 
cars in parking lots, damage in the public areas of certain 
apartment buildings) but when these acts typically take place, 
and, if possible, who seems to be involved (for example, young 
people under sixteen who have cars or access to automobiles). 
It might seem unnecessary to the reader of this report to make 
these suggestions concerning the specification of the nature of 
the problem, but unfortunately this step seems to be overlooked 
in far too many cases. The program for dealing with broken 
windows at an elementary school might be quite different than 
the program for stopping graffiti in high school washrooms. 
More than a few well-meaning communities or individuals seem to 
define their problem only in terms of "vandalism" and go no 
further. Therefore, it is recommended that, 

Before intervention takes place, the exact nature of 
the problem must be identified. 

B. ASSESS THE NEED TO INTERVENE 

The next step is harder to carry out, but is one that 
is crucial. After a good description of the local problem has 
been obtained, a careful assessment should be done as to whether 
intervention is really warranted. To some extent the decision 
to intervene will have to be reconsidered at a later stage as 
well, after the costs of an intervention strategy are better 
known. 

However, even at this stage, a formal decision must be 
made. If, for example, the nature of the problem is not as 
widespread as it was initially thought to be, it is possible 
that all that is really needed is to continue monitoring to make 
sure that the amount of vandalism stays within "acceptable" 
limits. This is a difficult and sometimes sensitive problem: 
how do we determine the level of vandalism that the community 
can tolerate? To put this question in a more problematic form: 
how do we indicate that a certain amount of vandalism is deemed 
to be acceptable? It is easy to say that steps should be taken 
to reduce the level of vandalism in a community to zero; 
however, it is usually necessary to weigh the costs of vandalism 
reduction against competing uses of time and resources. For 
example, even though the Toronto Transit Commission is con
sidered to have quite a successful vandalism prevention program, 
it still experiences thousands of dollars of vandalism each 
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year. Thus, whether the process is explicit or not, a decision 
must be made as to whether a particular community's vandalism 
problem really warrants intervention. Therefore, it is 

recommended that, 

when a vandalism problem is identified, a careful 
assessment must be made to determine whether the 
problem is serious enough to warrant interventiono 

C. CHOOSE A PROGRAM 

The next stage is pr0bably one of the most difficult: 
choosing an intervention program. This task would be easier if 
there existed a set of proven programs to counteract vandalism. 
Unfortunately, such a portfolio of programs does not exist. 
Ther~ are three different levels of intervention to be 
considered. At the most specific level, there is intervention 
which is at the site of the problem. In various contexts, this 
might be referred to as "target hardening", such as ins taIling 
hardened glass or steel doors with more sophisticated locks. 
Conceptually similar are interventions whose purpose is to 
increase surveillance over the vulnerable property. Both of 
these kinds of interventions are aimed at dealing with the 
specific property; they do not deal with the motivation o~ the 
vandal or the social situation that might create a cllmate 

encouraging vandalism. 

Somewhat removed from programs that are associated 
directly with vulnerable targets are those attempts to deal with 
vandalism by trying to find acceptable alternative activities 
for potential vandals. Such programs might be developed for a 
number of reasons, one of which might be the reduction of 
vandalism. However, if the immediate purpose of them is to 
distract potential vandals from unacceptable behaviour, then the 
value of the alternative activity should be assessed in its own 

right~ 

The least direct approach to vandalism intervention 
involves programs whose intent is to change the attitude of the 
young person to the unlawful behaviour. Whether the program is 
a formal part of the school system or part of a community 
education program, the goal of such programs is to reduce 
vandalism by trying not only to convince young people of the 
importance of not destroying the property of other people, but 
also to get young people to think of the harm done if they 
destroy the property of others. 
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In choosing among these levels and in choosing a 
particular intervention, the community must keep in mind at all 
times exactly what its problem is. Obviously, if the problem is 
well localized in time and place, one of the first types of 
intervention might be the most appropriate. If, on the other 
hand, the problem is associated more with a group of the 
offenders, the second kind of intervention might be most 
appropriate, whereas for more diffuse problems, the third might 
be best. 

In deciding what kind of intervention to implement 7 it 
is i~portant to have some kind of theory connecting the inter
ventlon and the vandalism. Many unsuccessful vandalism programs 
would probably not have been implemented in the first place had 
those planning the intervention gone through this process. For 
example, if in a school setting there is evidence that the 
vandalism is caused by young people no longer at the school 
~durin~ weekends or evening hours, for example), then a school 
lncentlve program (where delayed incentives are given to the 
student council for reduction. in vanda.lism cos t s) is likely to 
be unsuccessful. Similarly, if it appears that the vandalism 
problem in a community is focused on a particular target or set 
of targets largely because the young people find it fun and run 
little risk of getting caught, an educational program em
phasizing the punishments that a young person will receive if he 
is caught is unlikely to succeed. 

The choice of intervention program is critical and it 
is again emphasized that communities should not simply i~plement 
a program that they have been told is successful elsewhere. 
Where the problem varies and where the social situation varies 
so greatly from one community to another, it is crucial that 
each community makes its own decisions on what to do. As others 
have stated, 

Not only, therefore, will solutions have to be sought 
separately for vandalism involving different targets, 
but also the process .of assessing their feasibility in 
respect to a particular sort of vandalism may have to 
be repeated in different settings in localities. In 
general, what we need to do is to match our under
standing of factors contributing to a particular kind 
of vanda~ism with an analysis of the practicability of 
the varl0uS ways of preventing it. (Clarke 1978 
p. 78) , J 

Therefore, l't l'S d d h recommen e tat, 
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The choice of intervention program must be made in 
light of all the factors that are known about the 
specific nature of the problem in the community,. 

D. WEIGH THE COSTS AND BENEFITS 

After an intervention program has tentatively been 
chosen, the next stage is to assess carefully what the costs and 
benefits of such a program might be. Chapter 2 deals 
extensively with the factors to be considered in assessing 
financial costs. Costs and benefits should be measured not only 
in dollars and cents; but also as social costs and benefits as 
well. Thus, for example, before a decision is made to close 
down a park after sunset to avoid a problem that appears to 
occur in the evening hours, the savings that might occur should 
be weighed against the social costs of not having the park 
available for any people after sunset. Similarly! when 
assessing the costs of opening up some public building after 
normal hours to increase "natural" surveillance of the property, 
the benefits to the community not only in terms of vandalism 
reduction but in terms of having additional facilities open to 
them must be considered. 

Although this analysis may not always be consciously 
carried out now, it is an important step in dealing with 
vandalism. To overlook it might well mean that programs will be 
implemented that have more costs than benefits associated with 
them; or deprive the community of another alternative that has 
associated benefits. If increased surveillance is desired, the 
contrast between the cost and benefits of opening up facilities 
to more people and purchasing sophisticated detection equipment 
and services is obvious. The latter solution may have a more 
dramatic effect in reducing vandalism than the former. On the 
other hand the side benefits of the former might be greater and 
the immediate implementation costs might differ as well. 

Therefore, it is recommended that, 

In choosing a vandalism prevention program a community 
should assess both the direct and indirect costs and 
benefits of the alternatives available. 

E. FOSTER COMMUNITY SUPPORT 

One important aspect of this problem that cannot be 
ignored is that there must be a long term commitment by the 
community to do something about the problem. It does little 
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good to be enthusiastic and interested in the beginning and then 
to lose interest as it becomes clear that there are not going to 
be simple solutions to the problem. As repeatedly pointed out 
in this report, there are very few social problems that have 
simple solutions; therefore a community must not be discouraged 
to find that simple solutions do not work for vandalism. There 
is no simple act of a legislature or local council that can 
eradicate vandalism. Certainly changes in law alone will not 
make a major impact. Thus if it is the expectation of those 
initially interested in doing something about vandalism that 
they will be able to eliminate the problem by lobbying some 
law-making body to change the laws, then it would probably be 
best to save time and direct their efforts elsewhere. There is 
already a multitude of laws relating to vandalism. While some 
improvements to exis ting ones might be made, pas sing more laws 
is not the answer. What is most required is a continuing 
community commitment to keep pursuing the problem. 

Any attempt to reduce the amount of vandalism in a 
community must be a co-operative one. The perpetrators of acts 
of vandalism are influenced by many forces -- their parents, 
their teachers, the police, the courts and the mass media. 
Expecting anyone of these to be solely responsible can at best 
only lead to mere frustration, and at worst acceptance of the 
view that vandalism is an intractable social problem. 

There must be a great deal of mutual support among the 
responsible group2 before we can expect our youth to confront 
their responsibilities. If as parents we reinforce the kind of 
message being broadcast by teachers in schools, our children 
will be more likely to grasp that message, rather than casting 
it aside when the school day ends. Respect for property is a 
social attitude that must be instilled early a~d reinforced 
frequently. 

This spirit of co-operation must also guide relations 
between the public and the police. If the penalties prescribed 
by the law are to be effective we, as members of that public, 
must support our laws by reporting incidents and individuals to 
increase the likelihood of apprehension. The police and the 
courts cannot be expected to tackle the problem for us; such an 
expectation smacks of irresponsibilityo The effects of laws 
upon children are determined by other people and the conliuct of 
these other people is what must concern us. 

While there has been an increased tendency to seek 
legal solutions to social problems the courts are but one facet 
of a multi-dimensional solution. Their role is very important 
and they must provide sanctions severe enough to reflect both 
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the damage done and community attitudes toward the damage but 
they cannot work alone. Only when all the relevant groups 
respond in unison can a solution to the vandalism problem 
emerge. Accordingly, it is recommended that, 

When a vandalism prevention program is undertaken 
efforts should be made to enlist the support of the 

whole community. 

F. DESIGN AN ASSESSMENT STRATEGY 

The final step to take before program implementation 
is to design and implement an assessment strategy. Too often 
attempts are made to evaluate programs only after they are 
implemented. As has been said in other contexts, it is hard to 
know if progress is being made unless you know where you 
started. One problem with this suggestion is that it might be 
seen by some in the community as unnecessarily delaying 
implementation. The alternative view is that unless information 
is collected systematically before a program is put in place, it 
is usually impossible to know whether the program is actually 

doing anything. 

The assessment of a program need not be complicated 
and need not involve external "experts" who claim, often 
falsely, to have special skills. All that is needed is a clear 
idea of what the situation was before the implementation occurs 
and whether there was a change as a result of implementationo 
However, there are a number of pitfalls that catch even some of 
the professionals involved in this work. For example, as 
discussed earlier, there is the serious problem of changes in 
the criteria for deciding which damage is due to vandalism and 
which is due to wear and tear or an accident. Before the 
implementation of a vandalism strategy, a person responsible for 
maintenance might not make serious attempts to differentiate 
between vandalism and wear and tear. After implementation of 
the program, however, it may be that he is more aware of the 
importance of making a clear differentiation and, as a result, 
apparent changes could be due to this rather than the program. 
The point is that it is easy for the measuring instrument to 
change at the same time that the program is being implemented 

and safeguards must be adopted against this. 

A similar pLoblem that must be faced by those imple
menting and assessing a program dealing with vandalism is that 
there is a lot of variability over time in the amount of 
vandalism. It cannot be assumed in every case that the amount 
of vandalism in a community would naturally increase over time 
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if no program is adopted. That simply is not the case. Thus, 
in almost all program assessments, it is important to get some 
kind of comparison for what would have happened if the program 
had not been implemented. Often this is easier than one might 
think. For example, in a municipality it might be easier to 
implement a program slowly over a period of a year or so. Th1ls 
an area of a town that did not yet have a program might well 
se~ve as an appropriate comparison area. Alternatively, a 
ne1ghbouring or similar municipality in the province might be 
the most appropriate comparison. For example in a British 
study by Riley and Mayhew (1980) on the effectiv~ness of tele
vision commercials in reducing vandalism, when the commercials 
were shown on the independent television station in north-west 
England, a comparison was made with certain areas of north-east 
England which did not receive the television commercials. A 
comparison of the vandalism rates in each area before and after 
the experiment made it possible to assess whether the program 
had an impact on reducing vandalism. 

As it is recommended that in planning a program 
consideration should be given to the possibility of indirect 
~oc~al benefits, in assessing the effectiveness of a program, it 
1S 1mportant also to consider whether there were other benefits 
or costs of the program beyond its effect on vandalism. If, for 
example, substantial numbers of people took advantage of 
increased access to some facility as a result of a vandalism 
prevention program, then this obviously has relevance in terms 
of decisions about continuing the program. 

It is recommended that, 

An assessment strategy should be designed for each 
intervention program in order to measure the impact 
and success of the program. 

The assessment strategy should ensure that the meas
uring techniques are applied uniformly throughout the 
project. 

The assessment strategy should include a comparison 
between the project area and a similar area with no 
project. 

G. DOCUMENT IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROGRAM 

Finally, of course, after the assessment procedures 
are in place the program itself has to implemented. As much as 
possible, this should be done according to a well-defined plan 
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so that the characteristics of the program can be clearly 
specified. This is important for two separate purposes. In the 
first place, it is important that the program be cle~r~y des
cribed in writing if possible, so that other communltles can 
know what actually occurs. Second, it is important that the 
pro gram be ass p e c if i c as po s sib 1 e sot h ~ t t ,h 0 sea c t u a 11 y 
charged with the responsibility of implementlng lt know exactly 
what they are supposed to do. This does not mean that changes 
in the implementation cannot be mace; however, these changes 
should be explicitly noted so that it is the actual program not 
the program theory that is described. 

After the program has been put in place and infor
mation is gathered according to the agreed upon assessme~t 
strategy, then a clear decision must be made to ass~ss carefulLY 
what has been learned. As obvious as this is, lt may be as 
important to learn that a program is not effective as it is to 
measure success. Any real knowledge that is gained will,b: of 
immense help to the community itself and other com~unltles. 
Knowing thaL something does not work can save others lmportant 
time a~d money. In that context, although it may be difficult 
for those rrsponsible for a program to admit that it was 
ineffective, this must be done so that scarce resources can be 
allocated more effectively. 

Another important point must be raised. If 
communities are trying out programs, making assessments, and 
collecting information there must be a mechanism to facilitate 
the sharing of information among communities. It would also be 
helpful if there were a central resource available to advise 
communities particularly with respect to assessment and 
evaluation plans. However, it would be important to ensure that 
the central resource not replace community initiative and 

responsibility. 

Because "community" as used in this report includes 
not only municipalities but also schools, neighbourhoods, 
organizations and so forth, it is not clear a~ this time,to 
which department of government it: is most approprlate to asslgn 
responsibility for this function. It appears that a number of 
government ministries have liaison mechanisms in pla~e,for 
communicating with communities on issues such as munlclpal 
affairs recreation policing, and education that might be 
releva~t to vandaiism prevention. Accordingly, it is 

recommended that, 

The Ministry of the A ttorney General should consul t 
with other ministries of the ontario Government to 
consider the most appropriate means for facilitating 
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exchanges of information about vandalism among 
communities and for providing an advisory service to 
communities. 

CONCLUSION 

It would be ideal if a simple solution could be found 
for vandalism. It is an attractive notion that if only some law 
were changed or if only some small group of people would change, 
a social problem such as vandalism would disappear. The Task 
Force looked for such solutions but did not find them, probably 
because they do not exists 

But the Task Force has recommended a plan of attack 
against the problem of vandalism. This plan is not a simple 
formula for success; instead it is a plan for a community to 
deal with its vandalism problem. The plan takes account of some 
important facts about vandalism -- among them that most young 
people have been involved in vandalism, that vandalism varies 
from community to community, and that it varies within a 
communi ty from time to time. Be caus e the "vandali sm problem" 
varies across time and location, it is suggested that the actual 
solution must also vary. 

The Task Force had, as a guiding principle, that 
people who are involved in an act of vandalism have committed a 
criminal offence and are, in the absence of specific arguments 
to the contrary, responsible for their own actions and for the 
consequences -- criminal and civil -- that flow from it. Though 
the individuals are presumed to be responsible for their own 
actions, this does not mean that the rest of society must sit 
back helplessly and tolerate vandalisms Indeed some of the 
facts about vandalism -- in particular the variability and the 
fact that it'appears to be highly age related -- are cause for 
hope. Each of these facts tells us that things definitely can 
be better. 

The Task Force has suggested series of responses that 
can be followed to deal with the problem. Each step involves 
thought, work, and co-operation. But each step can be made 
successfully and at the end we will be on our way toward dealing 
with the problem of vandalism. 

Vandalism is not often 
one or two people working alone. 
viduals who commit vandalism must 
community. Like most complicated 
effort involving all parts of the 
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a problem that can be solved by 
The responsibility of indi
be enforced by a responsible 
social problems a co-ordinated 
community is necessary to deal 



effectively with vandalism. 
Force saw many things which 
of many to work together on 
the Task Force are designed 
confident exists. 

During its investigations, the Task 
indicated a commitment on the part 
the problem. The recommendations of 
to guide the enthusiasm that we are 
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APPENDIX A 

LIST OF SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED IN RESPONSE TO 
INVITATIONS TO MUNICIPALITIES* 

[July 1, 1981] 

Town of Almonte 
Almonte, Ontario 

Municipality of the Village 
of Alvinston 
Alvinston, Ontario 

Town of Aurora 
Aurora, Ontario 

Township of Barclay 
Dryden, Ontario 

City of Barrie 
Barrie, Ontario 

Reeve F. E. McFadden 
The Village of Bayfield 
Bayfield, Ontario 

Township of Bentinck 
Elmwood, Ontario 

Township of, 
Blandford-Blenheim 
Drumbo, Ontario 

Town of Blind River 
Blind River, Ontario 

County of Brant 
Brantford, Ontario 

Brant County Anti-Vandalism 
Committee 
Brantford, Ontario 

City of Brantford 
Brantford, Ontario 
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City of Burlington 
Burlington, Ontario 

Town of Campbellford 
Campbellford, Ontario 

Township of Dymond 
New Liskeard, Ontario 

Borough of East York 
Toronto, Ontario 

Township of Ekfrid 
Appin, Ontario 

Village- of Erieau 
Erieau, Ontario 

The Etobicoke Board of 
Education 
Borough of Etobicoke 
Etobicoke, Ontario 

Township of Flamborough 
Waterdown, Ontario 

Fort Frances Police Force 
Fort Frances, Ontario 

Township of Georgian Bay 
Port Severn, Ontario 

City of Guelph, 
Guelph, Ontario 

The Regional Municipality of 
Haldimand-Norfolk 
Cayuga, Ontario 



APPENDIX A -- (cont'd) 

Mayor Walt,er R. Sellick 
Town of Harrow 
Harrow, Ontario 

Township of Himsworth South 
Powassin, Ontario 

Innisfil Township Police 
Force 
Stroud, Ontario 

Village of Iroquois 
Iroquois, Ontario 

King City Community 
Recreation Centre 
King City, Ontario 

King Township Public Library 
King City, Ontario 

City of Kingston 
Kingston, Ontario 

Kingston Police Force 
Kingston, Ontario 

Town of Kingsville 
Kingsville, Ontario 

The Kirkland Lake District 
Roman Catholic Separate 
School Board 
Kirkland Lake, Ontario 

Town of Kirkland Lake 
Kirkland Lake, Ontario 

Kirkland Lake Teck Centennial 
Library 
Kirkland Lake, Ontario 

Lindsay Police Force 
Lindsay, Ontario 

The Corporation of Lindsay 
Municipal Offices 
Lindsay, Ontario 
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Ci ty of London 
London, Ontario 

City of London 
Board of Education 
London, Ontario 

City of Mississauga 
Mississauga, Ontario 

Township of Nairn 
Nairn Centre, Ontario 

City of Nanticoke 
Port Dover, Ontario 

The Carleton Board of 
Education 
Nepean, Ontario 

City of Nepean, 
Nepean, Ontario 

Nepean Police Force 
Nepean, Ontario 

Mayor Mel Lastman 
City of North York 
North York, Ontario 

Township of Oakland 
Oakland, Ontario 

Oakville Community Action 
Committee on Vandalism 
Oakville, Ontario 

Corporation of the Village 
of Oil Springs 
Oil Springs, Ontario 

Ci ty of Orillia 
Orillia, Ontario 

Ci ty of Ot tawa 
Ottawa, Ontario 
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APPENDIX A -- (cont'd) 

Township of Otonabee 
Keene, Ontario 

County of Oxford 
Woodstock, Ontario 

Town of Pelham , 
Fonthill, Ontario 

Town of Penetanguishene 
Penetanguishene, Ontari~ 

County of Perth 
Windsor, Ontario 

Town of Prescott 
Prescott, Ontario 

Township of Plympton 
Wyoming, Ontario 

Township of Puslinch 
Guelph, Ontario 

T?wn of Richmond Hill 
Rlchmond Hill, Ontario 

City of St. Catharines 
St. Catharines, Ontario 

Township of Sandwich West 
Windsor, Ontario 

City of Sarnia Parks and 
Recreation Department 
Sarnia, Ontario 

City of Sault Ste. Marie 
Sault S~e. Marie, Ontario 

Scarborough Parks and 
Recreation Department 
Scarborough, Ontario 

Township of Slcbastopol 
Roymount, Ontario 
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Township of Tay 
Victoria Harbour, Ontario 

Village of Thamesvill 
Youth Jobs Corps 

City of Thunder Bay 
Task Force on Vand~lism 
Thunder Bay, Ontario 

The Lakehead Board of 
Education 
Thunder Bay, Ontario 

City of Toronto 
City Property Report 
Toronto, Ontario 

City of Toronto 
Executive COmmittee 
Toronto, Ontario 

Metro Toronto School Board 
Toronto, Ontario 

Municipality of Metro Toronto 
Department of Roads and 
Traffic 
Toronto, Ontario 

Trenton Police Force 
Trenton~ Ontario 

Township of Verulam 
Bobycaygeon, Ontario 

Township of Wallaceburg 
Wallaceburg, Ontario 

City of Windsor 
Windsor, Ontario 

Task Force on Leisure 
A~tivities for Adolescents 
Wlndsor-Essex County 
Children's Services Committ 
W• d ee ln sor, Ontario 
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APPENDIX A -- (cont'd) 

Town of Whitby 
Whitby, Ontario 

City of Woodstock 
Woodstock, Ontario 

Borough of York Citizens 
Recreation Advisory Committee 
Toronto, Ontario 

* Some of the submissions listed above were forwarded to the 
Task Force from the Office of the Attorney General~ 
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APPENDIX B 

LIST OF SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED IN RESPONSE TO 
INVITATIONS TO ASSOCIATIONS AND ORGANIZATIONS* 

[July 1, 1981] 

Bureau of Municipal Research 
Toronto, Ontario 

Canadian Association of 
Chiefs of Police 
Ottawa, Ontario 

Canadian Association of Fire 
Chiefs Incorporated 
Ottawa, Ontario 

The Canadian Education 
Association 
Toronto, Ontario 

Canadian Railway Labour 
Association 
Ontario Legislative 
Committee 
Smith Falls, Ontario 

The Conservation Council of 
Ontario 
Toronto, Optario 

The Crown Attorney's Office 
Judi.cial District of York 

Ecclesiastical Insurance 
Toronto, Ontario 

Mr. F. H. Watson 
Insurance Advisory 
Organization of Canada 
Pickering, Ontario 

Kiwanis - Eastern Canada and 
the Caribbean District 
Toronto, Ontario 
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Office of the Fire Marshal 
Public Safety Division 
Ministry of the Solicitor 
General 
Toronto, Ontario 

Ontario Association of 
Children with Learning 
Disabilities 
Toronto, Ontario 

Ontario Association of 
Corrections and Criminology, 
Toronto Branch 
Toronto, Ontario 

The Ontario Association of 
Education Administrative 
Officials 
Toronto, Ontario 

Ontario Association of 
School Business Officials 
Toronto, Ontario 

Ontario Federation of 
Agriculture 
Toronto, Ontario 

Mrs. Joan Anderson 
Ontario Federation of Home 
& School Associations 
Toronto, Ontario 

Ontario Motel Association 
Peterborough, Ontario 

Ontario Mutual Insurance 
Association 
Cambridge, Ontario 
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APPENDIX B -- (cont'd) 

Ontario Recreation Society 
Toronto, Ontario 

Ontario Road Builders' 
Association 
Downsview, Ontario 

Ontario Secondary School 
Teachers' Federation 
Willowdale, Ontario 

Ontario Teachers' Federation 
Toronto, Ontario 

organization of Small Urban 
Hunicipalities 
Cobourg, Ontario 

Probation Officers 
Association Ontario Inc. 
Scarborough, Ontario 

The Provincial Grand Orange 
Lodge of Ontario West 
Atwood, Ontario 

provincial Judges Association 
(Criminal Division) 
Peterborough, Ontario 

Regional Transportation 
Safety Council 
CN Rail - Great Lakes Region 
Toronto, Ontario 

The Royal Canadian Legion 
Bellevllle , Ontario 

of the submissions listed above were forwarded to the 
* ~~~~ Force from the Of-fice of the Attorney General. 
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APPENDIX C 

LIST OF INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS MAKING SUBMISSIONS* 

Ms. Marian Adams, 
Ottawa, Ontario 

Algoma Mutual Fire Insurance Co. 
Thessalon, Ontario 

Mrs. G. C. Allen, 
Windsor, Ontario 

The Amherst Island Mutual 
Fire Insurance Company 
Stella, Ontario 

Anonymous, 
Windsor, Ontario 

Anonymous 

Anonymous 

Applegrove Community Complex 
Toronto, Ontario 

Mr. Steven G. Arlen, 
Guelph, Ontario 

Mrs. R. G. Bell, 
Oshawa, Ontario 

Mr. Raymond A. Bell, 
Cobourg, Ontario 

Mrs. Pat Blanchard, 
St. Catharines, Ontario 

Mr. Paul Blundy, M.P.P. 
Sarnia Riding 
Parliament Buildings 
Toronto, Ontario 

Mr. Joseph Bonner, 
Hamilton, Ontario 
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Mr. Bruce Boyles, 
Bramalea, Ontario 

Mr. Greg Bridgeman, 
Windsor, Ontario 

Mr. Tim Crawford 
Business Education Department 
Eastview Secondary School 
Barrie, Ontario 

Mr. M. Creamer, 
Don Mills, Ontario 
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& Ms. C. Eagles, 
Sarnia, Ontario 



APPENDIX C -- (cont'd) 

East Williams Mutual Fire 
Insurance Company 
Kerwood, Ontario 

Mr. Carl Ehrhardt, 
Cambridge, Ontario 

Ekfrid Mutual Fire Insurance 
Company 
Appin, Ontario 

Mr. Tom Elliott, 
Toronto, Ontario 

Mr. Michael Ellis, 
Toronto, Ontario 

The Essex County Four Seasons 
Nature Club Inc. 
Windsor, Ontario 

Essex Region Conservation 
Authority 
Essex, Ontario 

Federated Women's Institutes 
of Ontario 
New Hamburg, Ontario 

Mrs. F. Fernandez, 
Mississauga, Ontario 

His Honour 
Judge F. Stewart Fisher 
Provincial Court 
(Family Division) 
Etobicoke Family Court 
Etobicoke, Ontario 

Mr. Alex Forbes, 
Don Mills, Ontario 

Ms. Vivian Franks, 
Co-ordinator 
Counter-Act 
Mississauga, Ontario 

220 

Mrs. Helen Gauvreau 
Lincoln Renissance 
St. Catharines, Ontario 

Mr. Gilbert Gervais, 
Timmins, Ontario 

Mr. H. D. Glendenning, 
Elora, Ontario 

Mr. M. S. Goldstone, 
Downsview, Ontario 

Mr. T. L. Hoskin, 
London, Ontario 

Ms. Eileen W. Hough, 
London, Ontario 

Ms. Jo-Ann Hubble, 
Peterborough, Ontario 

Mrs. J. F. Jacobs, 
St. Catharines, Ontario 

Mr. R. J. Jordan, 
Ottawa, Ontario 

Mrs. Eveline Kellman, 
Guelph, Ontario 

Mr. J. Kennedy, 
Mr. F. Campbell and 
Ms. M. Sears 
Juvenile Observation and 
Detention Home 
Toronto, Ontario 

Kirkland Lake and District 
Chamber of Commerce 
Kirkland Lake, Ontario 

Mr. Donald C. Knoll, 
Port Colborne, Ontario 

APPENDIX C -- (cont'd) 

The Lanark Company Farmer's 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company 
Perth, Ontario 

Mr. A. A. Lemke, 
Pembroke, Ontario 

" Mr. Walter Lightowlers, 
Peterborough, Ontario 

Mr. John C. Liston, 
Toronto, Ontario 

Local Council of Women 
Niagara Falls, Ontario 

Local Council of Women of 
Toronto 
Toronto, Ontario 

Mr. Andrew Lowe, 
Toronto, Ontario 

Lower Beverley Lake 
Protective Association 
Quakertown, Pennsylvania 
U. S .A. 

Mrs. Leone MacDonell, 
Windsor, Ontario 

Mr. Don MacDougall, 
Assistant Crown Attorney 
Ministry of the Attorney General 
Office of the Crown Attorney 
Ottawa, Ontario 

Manitoba Association of School 
Trustees 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 

Mr. Stan Obodiac, 
Publicity Director 
Maple Leaf Gardens 
Toronto, Ontario 

Mr. William W. Markle Q C , .. , 
Toronto, Ontario 

221 

Miss Irene Mayor, 
Toronto, Ontario 

Mr. W. W. McCutcheon 
University of Ottawa 
Faculty of Education 
Teacher Education 
Ottawa, Ontario 

Mr. Kevin C. McGuire, 
Toronto, Ontario 

Mr. Wes Miller, 
Carlisle P.O., Ontario 

Ministry of Agriculture and 
Food, 
Toronto, Ontario 

Ministry of Community and 
Social Services, 
Mr. Les Horne, 
Special Services Co-ordinator 
Children's Services Division 
Toronto, Ontario 

Ministry of Correctional 
Services and Provincial 
Secretary of Justice 
Toronto, Ontario 

Ministry of Government 
Services 
Toronto, Ontario 

Ministry of Housing 
Toronto, Ontario 

Ministry of Natural Resources 
Toronto, Ontario 

Ministry of the Solicitor 
General 
Ontario Provincial Police 
Toronto, Ontario 

1 



APPENDIX C -- (cent'd) 

Ministry of Transportation 
and Communications 
Downsview, Ontario 

Mr. Stanley Morris, 
Toronto, Ontario 

Mr. & Mrs. Mounteer, 
Kingston, Ontario 

Mr. R. A. Murdock, 
Whitby, Ontario 

Ms. Sheila Nabigon, 
Peterborough, Ontario 

Mr. William Miles Newberry, 
Toronto, Ontario 

Mr. & Mrs. H. Nieman, 
Port Carling, Ontario 

Mrs. Donna Niemann, 
Guelph, Ontario 

Mr. Ted Nishri, 
Willowdale, Ontario 

The Norfolk Mutual Fire 
Insurance Company 
Simcoe, Ontario 

North Blenheim Farmers' 
Mutual Insurance Company 
Bright, Ontario 

City of North York 
Board of Education 
Mr. D. P. Lowery, Supervisor 
Educational Services Department 
North York, Ontario 

Mr. Michael M. O'Donnell, 
Bramalea, Ontario 

Mrs. K. O'Grady, 
North Bay, Ontario 

222 

Mrs. L. Oliver, 
Stratford, Ontario 

Mr. Hugh P. O'Neil, M.P.P. 
Quinte Riding 
Parliament Buildings 
Toronto, Ontario 

Mrs. P. J. Wheeler, Chairman/ 
Program Committee 
Ontario Association of 
Directors of Hospital 
Volunteer Services 
Goderich, Ontario 

Ontario Women's Christian 
Temperance Union 
Woodstock, Ontario 

Otonabee Region 
Conservation Authority 
Peterborough, Ontario 

Ms. Carole Paikin, 
Hamilton, Ontario 

Mr. David Palcso, 
Ridgeville, Ontario 

Mr. H. A. Pattinson, 
Eganville, Ontario 

People and Organizations in 
North Toronto 
Toronto, Ontario 

Mr. Kenneth R. Petrie, 
Peterborough, Ontario 

Mrs. Joan Peterson, 
Ottawa, Ontario 

Mr. Fred Raaflaub, 
Peterborough, Ontario 

Mr. George Raffan, 
Hamilton, Ontario 

APPENDIX C (cont'd) 

Mrs. Helen C. Robertson, 
Burlington, Ontario 

His Honour, 
Senior Judge J. T. Robson 
Provincial Court 
(Family Division) 
Judicial District of Sudbury 
Sudbury, Ontario 
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Mr. Bruce Weaver, 
Deputy Commissioner 
Etobicoke, Ontario 

Federation of Catholic 
'Parent/Teacher Associations of 
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Mr. F.N. Marrocco, 
Toronto, Ontario 
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Department of Justice, 
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, 
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His Honour 
Judge Terry M. Moore, 
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Newmarket (York Region), 
Ontario 
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His Honour Judge J. Nevins, 
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Newmarket (York Region), 
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Oakville Community Vandalism 
Committee -- "Youth and 
Vandalism" Seminar 
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Ontario Association for 
Curriculum Development, 
Scarborough, Ontario 
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Ontario Association of 
Corrections and Criminology, 
Dr. Ruth Bray, 
Toronto, Ontario 

Ontario Association of Directors 
of Hospital Volunteer Servic~3, 
Ms. Christine Bland, 
Ms. Pat Wheeler, 
Don Mills, Ontario 
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Professional Social Workers, 
Toronto, Ontario 
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Dr. D. Mendes da Costa, Q.C. 
Mr. W. Poole, Q.C. 
Toronto, Ontario 

Ontario Mutual Insurance 
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Toronto, Ontario 
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Association Seminar, 
Humber College, 
Toronto, Ontario 

Ontario Youth Secretariat, 
Provincial Secretariat 
for Social Development, 
Toronto, Ontario 

Operations, Maintenance and 
Construction Workshop, 
Ontario Association of School 
Business Officials, 
Mr. A.F. Meurling, 
Peterborough, Ontario 

Ottawa Journal 
Ottawa, Ontario 

Mr. Bob Paine, 
University of Waterloo, 
Waterloo, Ontario 
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Police-Community Re~ations 
Conference, 
Dr. V.Co Goldbloom, 
President, 
Canadian Council of 
Christians and Jews, 
Ms. Wendy J. Lyons, President 
Foundation for 
Police-Community Relations, 
Toronto, Ontario 

Ms. Wendy Pope, 
Co-ordinator Youth 
Assisting Youth, 
Scarborough, Ontario 

Probation Officers 
Association of Ontario 
Conference, 
Ottawa, Ontario 

Principals Course, 
Ms. Veronica Lacey. 
St. Andrews Junior High 
School, 
Windfields Junior High 
School, 
North York Board of 
Education, 
North York, Ontario 

His Honour Judge J. Robson, 
Provincial Court, 
Family Division, 
Sudbury, Ontario 

Ryerson Polytechnic 
Institute, 
Cherlyn Brooks, 
Toronto, Ontario 

Ryerson Polytechnic 
Institute, 
Jean Marc LaChance, 
Toronto, Ontario 

Shoreline Co-operative 
Pre-school Conference, 
Oakville, Ontario 

----------~-----

Social Planning Council of 
Metropolitan Toronto, 
Susan Keyes, Bruce Cappell, 
John Gandy, Marvin Novik, 
Toronto, Ontario 

Social Service COmmittee, 
Thunder Bay, Ontario 

Mr. M.H. Solomon, 
Chief of Police, 
Fort Frances, Ontario 

St. Lawrence Youth Association 
Mr. Merice Walker Boswell, 
Executive Director, 
Kingston, Ontario 

Thunder Bay Task Force 
on Vandalism, 
Thunder Bay, Ontario 

Professor J. Trepanier, 
Directeur, Ecole 
de Criminologie, 
Universite de Montreal, 
Montreal, P.Q. 

Tribunal de la Jeunesse, 
His Honour Judge Marcel Trahan, 
Montreal, Quebec 

Other Countries 

His Honour 
Judge John E. Benson, 
Superior Court, 
City and County of 
San Francisco, U.S.A. 

Mr. J.J. Botka, 
Chief Probation Officer, 
Juvenile Court; 
City and County of 
San Francisco, U.S.A. 
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TV Ontario, 
Laurier Lapierre, 
Gaston Blais 
Toronto, Ontario 

Vandalism and Violence 
Conference, 
Stong College, 
York University, 
Toronto, Ontario 

Windsor-Essex Task Force 
on Vandalism, 
Mr. J. MacNeil, 
Windsor, Ontario 

Windsor Star, 
Windsor, Ontario 

York Mills Collegiate 
Institute, 
Ms. Florence Scoggie, 
Toronto, Ontario 

Youth Services Network, 
Toronto, Ontario 

Mr. Justice T. Zuber, 
Ontario Court of Appeal, 
Toronto, Ontario 

Mr. R.C. Brandt, 
Chief of Police, 
Village of Deerfield, 
Illinois, U.S.A. 

Dr. R.A. Burton, 
Assistant Chief, 
Office of Intergroup 
Relations, 
California State, 
Department of Education, 
Sacramento, California, 
U.S.A. 



Professor W.E. Cavenagh, 
Bi'L'1D.ingham, England 

Mr. K. Chapman, 
Department of California 
Highway Patrol, 
San Francisco, California, 
U. S .A. 

Chief Magistrate Roland Crawford, 
Trinidad and Tobago 

E.J. Cooke, 
Department of Community 
Welfare Services, 
Victoria, Australia 

Mrs. L. Denebeim, 
Chairman, 
Delinquency Prevention 
Commission, 
San Francisco, California, 
U. S.A. 

Sir Alec Dickson, 
Community Service Volunteer, 
London, England 

Margaret Dunn, 
Southwest Texas State 
University, 
San Marcos, Texas, U.S.A. 

Focus on Youth: First National 
Symposium on Youth Violence; 
Reno, Nevada, U.S.A.: Virginia 
Cain, National Council of 
Juvenile and Family Court 
Judges; Adele Somers, Ed.D., 
Community Development 
Continuing Education, 
University of Nevada, Reno 

Mr. P. Griffin, 
Chief, 
Office of Intergroup Relations, 
California Department of 
Education, 
Sacramento, California, U.S.A. 
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Superintendent John 
Heppelston, 
Cambridgeshire Constabulary, 
Cambridge, England 

Home Office Research Unit, 
R.V.G. Clarke, 
1.J. Croft, 
London, England 

Penelope Jago, 
Magistrate, 
London, England 

Mr. Kevin Kelly, 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, U.S.A. 

Professor Fred Martin, 
University of Glasgow, 
Glasgow, Scotland 

Mayor's Criminal Justice 
Council, 
San Francisco, California, 
U.S.A. 

Dr. Jorge 'A. Montero, 
San Jose, Costa Rica 

Professor Allison Morris, 
Institute of Criminology, 
University of Cambridge, 
Cambridge, England 

E. Munch-Petersen, 
Copenhagen, Denmark 

Cathleen Murray, 
Co-ordinator, 
Childrens Hearing Research 
Project, 
University of Glasgow, 
Glasgow, Scotland 

National Association for the 
Care and Resettlement of 
Offenders 
Mr. Steve Osborn, 
London, England 
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Ms. Helen Nichols, 
Adelaide, South Australia 

Professor Jose Arthur Rios, 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

Mr. Wilson Riles, 
Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, 
Sacramento, California, U.S.A. 

Chief Justice Simone Rlzes, 
Paris, France 

County of Sacramento Sheriff's 
Department, 
Duane, Lowe, Sheriff, 
James Hall, Lieutenant, 
Roger Dickson, Corporal, 
Dennis Kylen, Corporal, 
Fred Mason, Corporal, 
Barbara Skay, Corporal 
Sacramento, California, U.S.A. 

San Francisco Police Department, 
James Ryan, 
Deputy Chief of Police, 
Frank Jordon, Henry Friedlander 
San Francisco, U.S.A. 

San Francisco Unified School 
District, 
Dr. R. Alioto, 
Barbara L. Cohen 
San Francisco, U.S.A. 

Ira Schwartz, 
Administrator, 
Office of Juvenile Justice 
and Delinquency Prevention, 
U.S. Department of Justice, 
Washington, D.C., U.S.A. 

Seventh National Conference 
on Juvenile Justice, 
Orlando, Florida, U.S.A. 

Sixth United Nations Congress 
on Crime Prevention, 
Caracas, Venezuela 

Mr. Theodore Smith, 
Editor-in-chief, 
Bureau of Publication, 
State of California, 
Department of Education, 
Sacramento, California, 
U. S .A. 

Mr. J.B. Smoot, 
Acting Chief, 
Youth Gang Task Force, 
Department of Justice, 
Sacramento, California, 
U.S.A. 

Dr. Horst Schuler-Springorum, 
Munich, German Federal 
Republic 

Mr. R. Tafoya, 
Vice-Principal, 
Sutter Middle School, 
Sacramento, California, 
U.S .A. 

Mme. H. Veillard-Cybulska, 
Lausanne, Switzerland 

Ms. Donna Waldrop, 
Youth Gang Staff Assistant, 
Department of Justice, 
Sacramento, California, 
U.S .A. 

* It would have been an impossible undertaking to list all of 
the Task force contacts with the public on the question of 
vandalism. This large sampling does illustrate the range and 
extent of such contacts. 
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A. INTRODUCTION 

The Task Force on Vandalism, in its terms of 
reference, was asked to report on the incidence of vandalism in 
Ontario. Although vandalism is believed to be widespread and 
increasing, there is considerable difficulty in determining the 
true extent of an offence. 

Official statistics such as police records seldom 
reflect the actual incidence of a given offence. Zimmerman and 
Broder (1980) reported, "By some estimates, as many as 90% of 
delinquent acts may go undetected by the police"(p. 147). This 
would appear to be especially true for vandalism where the 
reported incidence of such acts is quite misleading. This is in 
part due to the fact that the detection and apprehension of 
those committing vandalism is very low -- in most cases less 
than 10% -- and, therefore, there is little motivation to report 
most instances of vandalism. 

There are several reasons for the low rate of 
apprehension and reporting of these offences. Many acts 01 
vandalism are ones in which the offender can easily remain 
anonymous and escape detection. Thus the apprehension of such 
persons becomes a very difficult task. A number of these acts, 
however, tend to be of such low severity that even if detected, 
they go unreported due to the minor nature of the act. The 
reported incidence of vandalism may thus differ considerably 
from the actual rate. 

Self-report studies provide a different and perhaps a 
better estimate of the actual incidence of a given offence. 
Since such studies typically ensure the anonymity of the 
respondents, they can provide a better estimate of the number of 
people within a particular sample who have at some time com
mitted the offence in question. Self-report studies also permit 
comparisons between those who are apprehended for an offence and 
those who are not. 

A number of self-report studies in other jurisdictions 
have found that the incidence of vandalism is quite high, 
ranging from 85% to 92%. This may at first appear to be sur
prisingly high. One must keep in mind, however, that many of 
the acts admitted are of a very minor nature, such as scratching 
a desk or breaking a bottle. In light of this, the commission 
of one or more acts by a large number of people becomes less 
surprising. While some may think it misleading to include such 
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minor acts under the label of vandalism , 
type of acts that constitute the "norm": 

these are typically the 

Vandalism ••• consists essentially of an 
~cc~mulation of inn~merable rather petty 
1nc1dents of graff1ti, broken windows, 
defaced road signs, uprooted shrubs ••• 
Only a few instances of vandalism, though 
these attract disproportionate publicity, 
involve large sums in repair or 
replacement. 

[Home Office Research Study, 
Tackling Vandalism, 1978, p. 58] 

The major findings of the self-report studies on 
vandalism will be reviewed below. A brief discussion of the 
validity of such studies will first be presented. 

B. VALIDITY OF THE SELF-REPORT METHOD 

The extent to which the findings of a self-report 
study can be trusted depends upon the honesty of the res
~oIldents: Gl:dstone (1978) referred to this methodology as the 
confess10nal approach since those involved were "placing them

selves at.ris~ by.a~mitting to undetected offending". This fear 
of detect10n 1S ID1t1gated by ensuring not only the confidentia
lity of the findings, but also the complete anonymity of the 
respo~dents •. In most cases, subjects are specifically told not 
to record the1r names on the questionnaires. It may be argu~ 
howeve:, that such. anonymity may lead respondents to exaggerat~ 
their.1nvolvem:nt 1n offences -- the opposite of the above. The 
quest10n then 1S twofold: for those whose answers fall short of 
complete honesty, are respondents more likely to exaggerate or 
to under-report their involvement in acts which may constitute 
offences? 

Several methods have been used to examine this 
problem. Stace (1978a) reported that follow-up retests yielded 
high correlations between test-retest responses. "A follow-up 
retest has been employed on a number of occasions and 
co~relations of between .75 and .94 have resulted" (p. 27). 
~h1le this reflects the high reliability of the testing 
1nstrument, it does not bear upon the actual validity of the 
measures taken. 

Clark and Tifft (1966) used a polygraph to validate 
subjects' responses on a self-report study. They administered 
the questionnaire twice, but on the second occasion used a 
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polygraph or lie-detector. They found that 92% of the initial 
responses (on the first ch~klist) had been truthful. For the 
remaining responses, concealment or under-reporting was found to 
be far more likely than exaggeration -- three times as much. 
Despite the fact that some respondents under-reported in the 
initial testing, the majority were found to have responded 
truthfully. This led the investigators to conclude, "The 
overall finding is reassuring to those who are attempting to 
measure empirically the implications of juvenile acti vi ty" (p. 
116). 

Gold (1966) had other people who were well-known to 
the respondents validate the truthfulness of their responses. 
The results of this study again revealed the tendency to under
report. While 72% were truthful in their responses, 17% were 
found to have concealed or forgotten involvement in some of
fences; 11% of the responses were inconclusive -- their honesty 
was doubtful but this could not be determined conclusively. 

On the basis of the above studies it would appear that 
for the most part respondents tend to answer reasonably truth-
fully, and for those who do not, there is a far greater 
likelihood of concealment or under-reporting involvement in 
offences. 

Another method that has been used to determine whether 
self-reported delinquent activities reflected actual delinquenc
ies was to compare them to police contacts. This, of course, is 
only applicable to a relatively small proportion of most 
samples, namely those who have had such contacts, or to an even 
smaller group who have been convicted. West and Farrington 
(1973) found that there was a strong relationship between self
reported an4 actual convictions. Interestingly, Shapland (1978) 
found a similar relationship between self-reported and actual 
police contacts. (Since the sample in this study was a small 
one, very few of the subjects had actual convictions.) Those 
with more serious contacts with the police also admitted to 
committing a significantly greater number of delinquent acts. 
"It appears that the criminal justice system is picking up those 
who engage in more frequent delinquent activity. It is 
interesting that the relationship between the self-reported 
delinquency and convicti~ns appears to hold also for the 
discretionary practices of the police" (p. 262). 

One final concern with the self-report approach has 
been the method of administration: should it be administered in 
a written form as in a questionnaire, or should an interview 
method be employed? One of the few studies that actually 
compared the use of the two methods of administration found no 
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significant differences between them with respect to the infor
mation elicited. Krohn, Waldo and Chiricos (1975) concluded 
that both methods were quite acceptable: "The issue of whether 
a researcher employing a self-report instrument should 
administer it orally or in a wri tten manner is not a crucial 
question" (p. 552). 

In summary, it would appear that the self-report 
method has proved to be fairly reliable. Zimmerman and Broder 
(1980) concluded, "Previous studies on self-report data have 
shown that these instruments are reliable and valid" (p. 148). 
Dentler (1962) arrived at the same conclusion a number of years 
earlier, saying that self-report data were "sufficiently 
reliable and valid to make their collection and analysis 
eminently worthwhile" (Dentler, cited in Zimmerman and Broder 
(1980), p. 148). 

C. SELF-REPORT STUDIES ON VANDALISM 

One common finding shared by most self-report studies 
is that involvement in offences by juveniles is far more 
widespread than police statistics suggest. Again, this is not 
surprising in light of the fact that most acts admitted are of a 
trivial nature. While involvement in more serious offences was 
also acknowledged, this was by no means widespread -- very few 
admitted to relatively serious offending. Stace (1978b) found 
that the most frequent occurrences of misbehaviour were of a 
fairly minor nature: "Offending by youths ••• is not an infre
quent event, but offending is minor, episodic, and each incident 
in itself is unlikely to cause alarm" (p. 23). Such things as 
writing on a school desk were acknowledged by 88.4% of the 
sample. Similar findings have also been repo' ted by other 
researchers with respect to the minor nature of most delinquent 
acts admitted (West and Farrington, 1973). Shapland (1978) 
likewise found that involvement in more serious acts, such as 
smashing or damaging things in public places, was acknowledged 
by very few (11.8%): "The more trivial acts were admitted by a 
very large percentage of the boys ••• whereas seriously deviant 
acts were endorsed by a very small percentage of the boys" (p. 
259). 

Gladstone (1978) conducted a self-report study on 
vandalism among secondary school boys aged 11 - 15 years. The 
questionnaires were administered in classrooms and were super
vised by the researcher (with no teachers present). Most of the 
boys appeared to enjoy the task -- 81% expressed a positive 
view, while only 8% expressed a negative view. 
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Eighty-five percent of the students in this study 
admitted to committing some act of vandalism in the past year. 
The most'common acts were once again quite minor in severity, 
such as scratching a desk (85%), breaking a bottle in the street 
(79%), breaking a window in an unoccupied house (68%), writing 
on walls in the streets (65%), and breaking trees or shrubs in a 
park (58%). For those boys whose parents were strict and did 
not like them hanging around in the streets, involvement in 
vandalism was far less than for boys whose parents were not 
regarded as strict. Boys with strict parents also spent 
considerably less time (fewer hours) on the streets than those 
with less strict parents. 

Lack of school success also appeared to be associated 
with vandalism: boys who regarded themselves as unsuccessful at 
school reported more involvement in acts of vandalism than those 
who considered themselves to be successful. The low achievers 
tended to dislike school as well. Dislike of school, however, 
was associated with the tendency to commit a greater number of 
acts of vandalism, independent of success at school: "A 
negative attitude to school would appear to be associated with 
vandalism regardless of academic success or ,failure" (p. 32). 

In summary, Gladstone noted that the three most 
important factors associated with high involvement in vandalism 
were: 

1. lack of parental control, 
2. dislike of school, and 
3. poor success at school. 

Boys who spent little time with their families tended 
to spend more time on the streets and hang out in "gangs". Both 
of these factors were as sociated wi th vandalism: "Boys seem 
much more liable to become highly involved in vandalism if they 
spend relatively little of their free time at home~ith their 
families" (p. 34). 

In conclusion, Gladstone, like other researchers, 
found that "relatively petty" acts of vandalism were quite 
common among secondary schoolboys: 3 out of 4 boys reported 
having committed minor acts on at least one occasion. The 
commission of more serious acts, however, was far less pre-
valent: about one in four admitted to the more serious acts. 

D. THE PRESENT STUDY 

The present research consists of a self-report study 
on vandalism conducted among school children in the province of 
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Ontarioo Many of the questions used in the self-report 
questionnaire were adapted from the above studies. A number of 
new questions, however, were also included in order to broaden 
the scope of the study. Questions exploring students' per
ceptions of various aspects of vandalism such as the costs, 
property ownership, reasons motivating the commission of such 
acts, and others were included. 

(1) METHOD 

Subjects: sample of schools 

The sample consisted of students from two secondary 
schools and ten primary schools in the province. The schools 
were located in the Metropolitan Toronto area and several other 
communities in southern Ontario. 

Since there were considerable time constraints upon 
the collection of the data, the schools used in the sample were 
not chosen on a random basis. Those schools whose principals 
co-operated readily by allowing their students to participate 
in the study were used. Altogether 1,222 students, ranging in 
age from 9 to 19 years, took part in the present self-report 
study. 

(2) PROCEDURE 

The questionnaires were administered either in class
rooms or in larger areas such as auditoriums where several 
classes could assemble. In each case, students had a sufficient 
amount of space to themselves to complete the questionnaires 
confidentially. 

Once the questionnaires were distributed students were 
given some introductory comments by one of the researchers. The 
comments consisted of some background information on the Task 
Force, the reason it was established, and an explanation of the 
purpose of the questionnaire. They were told that the Task 
Force was interested in determining the extent of vandalism that 
took place in the province, and that one method of estimating 
the actual (as opposed to the reported) incidence of vandalism 
was through the self-report approach. In order to ensure that 
people would feel free to reveal their involvement in various 
acts of misbehaviour, the identity of the respondents in 
self-report studies remained anonymous. 
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All the students were then repeatedly assured of their 
anonymity. They were specifically told not to put their names 
on the questionnaires in order to ensure that their answers 
would remain anonymous. They were then encouraged to answer as 
honestly as possible since no one would know what they had said. 

If the students encountered difficulty with any of the 
questions, they were told to feel free to ask for help right 
away so as to avoid any misunderstanding. The students were 
assured of the anonymity and confidentiality of their responses 
for a final time and then asked to begin. 

Most of the students completed the questionnaire in 15 
- 20 minutes although they were allowed to take as long as they 
needed. While a few of the students encountered difficulty with 
some of the questions, the majority did not. Those who had 
problems understanding a question were helped out by the 
researchers. 

Upon completion of all the questionnaires, the 
students were thanked for their participation. Any questions 
they may have had about the study were answered at that time. 
It seemed that most of the students enjoyed taking part in the 
study. 

(3) MATERIALS 

Design of the Questionnaire 

The self-report questionnaire consisted of four 
sectionso The first section, Part A, contained questions that 
were similar, to most self-report studies concerning involvement 
in delinquent activities. Part A consisted of a checklist of 29 
items that were considered acts of vandalism. These ranged in 
severity from very minor acts such as scratching a desk or 
breaking a bottle, to more serious acts such as damaging the 
tires of a car or slashing the seats of a buso 

A total of 29 acts was compiled from a review of pre
vious self-report studies on vandalism. Those acts which could 
clearly be categorized as "vandalism" were included in the 
present study. (In some studies, a number of acts such as 
shoplifting and theft had also been included under the label of 
vandalism.) At the end of the checklist of the 29 acts was a 
blank space labelled "other". Students were told to wri te in 
the commission of any other acts that had not appeared in the 
list. 
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Next to each act in the list was a five-point scale 
marked: never, once, twice, 3 times, 4 or more times. The 
students were asked to indicate (along the S-point scale) how 
often in the past year they had committed each of the acts in 
the list. If they had not committed an act, they would then 
mark "never". The researcher explained this section and the use 
of the scale very carefully to the students. Very little 
difficulty was encountered with Part A. 

The remaining three sections contained questions on 
the students' motivations and perceptions of various aspects of 
vandalism. Part B consisted of questions pertaining to the 
perceived likelihood of apprehension: students were asked to 
indicate what they thought were their chances of getting caught 
for vandalism, theft-under*, and break-and-enter. They were 
again asked to indicate their response for each offence on a 
five-point scale: "would never get caught", "small chance of 
getting caught", "SO/50 chance", "would probably get caught" and 
"would definitely get caught". 

Students were also asked to indicate on a five-point 
scale how serious they considered each of the three offences. 
The scale went from "not a,t all serious" to "very serious". 

Part C contained a number of questions specific to the 
circumstances around the commission of an act of vandalism. 
Questions about the choice of the target, consideration of the 
costs of the damage, the ownership of the property damaged, 
their reasons for doing it, and whether they were alone or with 
friends at the time, were asked. 

Part D contained questions of a more personal nature 
about the student's family, school, and so forth. Students were 
asked how strict they considered their parents, how their 
parents felt about them hanging around on the streets, and the 
average amount of time spent on the streets per evening. They 
were also asked how they felt about school, using a five-point 
scale ranging from like to dislike, and how well they did in 
school (A, B, C, D, E, F). Students were lastly asked to 
provide some background information on their age, sex, grade, 
parents' occupations, and previous contacts with the law. The 
complete questionnaire may be found in Appendix A. 

*Theft-undeL was described to the students as shoplifting -
stealing something from a store. 

"Theft-under" refers to theft under the amount of $200. 
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(4) RESULTS 

Similar to the findings of previous self-report stu
dies on vandalism, the reported incidence of vandalism was quite 
high: 88.7% in the secondary schools and 90.1% in the primary 
schools. The majority of the acts committed, however, were of 
relatively low severity such as scratching a desk, breaking a 
bottle, breaking trees or shrubs in a park, and so on. Involve
ment in more serious acts, while far less prevalent, was not 
uncommon: 19% of the secondary school students and 17% of the 
primary school students admitted to smashing things on a build
ing site; 28% and 42% respectively admitted to scratching a car 
or truck, while 19.2% and 28.9% admitted to damaging the tires 
of a car or truck; smaller proportions, 17.7% and 12% admitted 
to damaging a car radio antenna; 22.2% and 25% admitted to 
damaging street signs. 

(a) Likelihood of Apprehension 

When students were asked what they thought was the 
likelihood of apprehension for vandalism, theft-under and break
and-enter, an interesting pattern emerged. Both secondary and 
primary school students thought that the chances of being caught 
were the smallest for vandalism, followed by theft-under and 
highest for break-and-enter. Seventy-three percent of the 
secondary school sample thought either that they would never get 
caught for vandalism or that the cnances of getting caught were 
small. Only 21.7% of this group gave the same likelihood of 
apprehension for theft-under, and an even smaller proportion 
(7%) for break-and-enter. For theft-under, the majority (73%) 
thought that there would be at least a 50/50 chance of getting 
caught, while the majority for break-and-enter (72%) thought 
that they would probably or definitely get caught. While the 
same pattern (increasing likelihood of apprehension over the 
three offences) was present for the primary school sample, these 
students were higher in their overall estimates of getting 
caught for any of the offences. The latings for the likelihood 
of personal apprehension for each of the three offences are 
presented in Table 1. 
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Table 1 

LIKELIHOOD OF PERSONAL APPREHENSION FOR VANDALISM 

Primary schools Secondary schools 
% % 

Never get caught 9.8 16.7 
Small chance 32.9 56.2 
SO/50 37.4 19.7 
Probably get caught 19.9 7.4 
Definitely get caught 0.0 0.0 

MEAN RATING 2.67 2.18 

LIKELIHOOD OF PERSONAL APPREHENSION FOR THEFT-UNDER 

% % 

Never get caught 7.5 2.0 
Small chance 14.4 19.7 
50/50 29.9 44.3 
Probably get caught 34.0 28.6 
Definitely get caught 14.3 5.4 

MEAN RATING 3.33 3.16 

LIKELIHOOD OF PERSONAL APPREHENSION FOR BREAK-AND-ENTER 

% % 

Never get caught 2.7 1.5 
Small chance 608 5.4 
50/50 19.3 21.2 
Probably get caught 36.0 47.3 
Definitely get caught 35.3 24.6 

MEAN RATING 3.94 3088 
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(b) Severity of Offence 

The same pattern of results was found in the severity 
of offence ratings. When asked how serious they cons:Ldered each 
of the three offences -- vandalism, theft-under and break-and
enter -- Secondary school students rated vandalism as the leas t 
serious of the three. Once again, the primary schools yielded a 
similar pattern, but the severity ratings for the three offences 
were higher overall than in the secondary schoolsm It would 
appear that younger children, while perceiving similar 
relationships among the offences, consider offences to be more 
serious in general, with higher chances of getting caught. The 
ratings for the perceived severity of the three offences are 
presented in Table 2. 
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Table 2 

PERCEIVED SEVERITY OF VANDALISM 

Primary schools Secondary schools 
%0 % 

l. Not at all serious 0.0 2. Somewhat serious 
3. Average severity 

11.3 

4. Quite serious 
14.4 

5. Very serious 30.1 
44.2 

MEAN RATING 4c07 

PERCEIVED SEVERITY OF THEFT UNDER 

1. Not at all serious 
2. Somewhat serious 
3. Average severity 
4. Quite serious 
5. Very serious 

MEAN RATING 

% 

0.0 
7.6 

10.4 
30.5 
51.5 

4.23 

PERCEIVED SEVERITY OF BREAK AND-ENTER 

% 

l. Not at all serious 0.0 2. Somewhat serious 
3. Average severity 

2.2 

4. Quite serious 
2.5 

5. Very serious 10.8 
84.5 

MEAN RATING 4.77 
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16.7 
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36.9 
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When studento were asked how likely they thought it 
was that people in general were "caught and punished", most said 
that people who broke the law were "some times" apprehended. 
However, similar to the previous apprehension ratings, the 
primary school children consistently gave higher estimates for 
the chances of getting caught than their older counterparts. 

This suggests that if basic law classes could be 
introduced into the primary schools emphasizing the seriousness 
of breaking the law and the range of penalties that could be 
given for seemingly "minor" nffences such as vandalism, then 
perhaps children would continue to see offending as a serious 
matter even when older. Unfortunately, the older secondary 
school students' low ratings of apprehension for vandalism were 
quite accurate. It would seem that with respect to the 
perception of likelihood of apprehension, the older one gets, 
the more one sees apprehension for certain offences as unlikely. 
This may in part be a function of committing minor acts without 
getting caught or witnessing one's peers commit such acts and 
get away with it. 

The ratings for the general likelihood of apprehension 
are presented in Table 3. 

Table 3 

PERCEIVED LIKELIHOOD OF APPREHENSION: PRIMARY AND SECONDARY 
SCHOOLS 

People who break Primary schools Secondary schools 
the law are: % % 

1. Almost never caught & 
punished 5.1 6.9 

2. Seldom caught & punished 17.2 28.2 
3. Sometimes caught & 

punished 47.7 53.0 
4. Almost always caught & 

punished 30.0 11.9 

MEAN RATING 3.03 2.69 

When asked how likely it was for a boy to get caught 
compared to a girl, the majority of students said that the 
chances of getting caught were greater for a boy. Twenty-five 
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percent of both the secondary and primary students thought that 
boys and girls had an equal chance of getting caught, while 
56.4% and 45% respectively considered the likelihood of 
apprehension to be greater for a boy. 

(c) Analyses of Related Factors 

A number of analyses were done comparing various fac
tors with the mean number of acts of vandalism committed. The 
The mean number of vandalism acts committed per student over the 
past year was 12 acts for the secondary schools and 11 acts for 
the primary schools. 

(i) Perceived Likelihood of Apprehension 

An interesting (though not surprising) relationship 
was found between the. perceived likelihood of personal appre
hension and the amount of vandalism committed (Table 4). Those 
students who thought that they would probably get caught 
committed fewer acts of vandalism than those who thought that 
getting caught was less likely.* 

Table 4 

AMOUNT OF VANDALISM BY PERCEIVED LIKELIHOOD OF APPREHENSION 

Likely to get 
caught 

Not likely to 
get caught 

Primary schools 
mean no. of vandacts 

6.70 

12.72 

Secondary schools 
mean no. of vandacts** 

8.00 

12.78 

* All the findings reported in this section were statistically 
significant (p.< .05). The great majority were significant 
at a much higher probability level: p.< .01 or p.<.OOl. 

** "Acts of vandalism" will be referred to in short form as 
"vandacts". 
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(ii) Perceived Severity of Vandalism 

A similar relationship was found between the perceived 
seriousness of vandalism and the number of acts committed (Table 
5). Those who considered vandalism to be a serious offence 
reported having committed fewer acts of vandalism than those who 

considered it to be less so. 

Zimmerman and Broder (1980) also found this type of 
relationship: "There is a significant negative relat~onship 
between seriousness and extent of activity; the more serl0US an 
act, the less frequently it is engaged in, and the fewer the 
children who ever engage in it" (p. 152). 

Table 5 

AMOUNT OF VANDALISM BY PERCEIVED SEVERITY OF THE OFFENCE 

Serious offence 

Primary schools 
mean no. of vandacts 

8.97 

Less serious offence 17.42 

Secondary schools 
mean no. of vandacts 

6.80 

16.98 

A significant negative correlation was also found in 
the present data between frequency and seriousness: the ~ean 
number of acts of vandalism committed increased as the percelved 
gravity of the offence decreased. ~ simi~ar ~egative cor re= 
lation was found between the perceived llkellhood of appre 
hension and the amount of vandalism committed: the greater the 
belief of getting caught at commi t ting vandalism, the smaller 
the involvement in vandalism. 

(iii) Other Factors Associated with Vandalism 

A number of other factors were also associated with 
the degree of involvement in vandalism (Table 6). Second~ry 
school students who considered their parents to be strlct 
reported committing feHer acts of vandalism than those who rated 

them as less so. 
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Table 6 

AMOUNT OF VANDALISM BY STRICTNESS OF PARENTS 

Strict parents 

Less strict parents 

Primary schools 
mean nOG of vandacts 

10.24 

11.52 

Secondary schools 
mean no. of vandacts 

7.27 

14.65 

Surprisingly, a similar relationship was not found for 
the primary schools -- the difference between strict and less 
strict parents was minimal. This may in part be attributable to 
the fact that the younger students may not have understood the 
meaning of the word "strict". A number of them asked to have 
this word explained to them. There may have been others who 
also did not understand the meaning of this word but who did not 
bother to ask for an explanation. This could have resulted in 
indiscriminate ratings on this measure. 

Parental attitudes towards their children spending 
time on the streets in the evening, however, were significantly 
associated with the amount of vandalism committed (Table 7). 
This question was much less likely to lead to confusion or 
misunderstanding. Children whose parents did not like them on 
the streets reported committing fewer acts of vandalism than 
those whose pare.nts did not care. 

Table 7 

AMOUNT OF VANDALISM BY PARENTAL ATTITUDE 

Parents don't like 
kids on street 

Parents don't care 

Primary schools 
mean no. of vandacts 

9.41 

13.28 

Secondary schools 
mean no. of vandacts 

10.02 

16.23 

Not surprisingly, those students who report spending 
fewer nu.mbers of hours on the streets reported committing fewer 

249 



• 

acts of vandalism than those who report spending more time on 
the streets; this is presented in Table 8. 

Table 8 

Al10UNT OF VANDALISM BY NUMBER OF HOURS SPENT ON THE STREETS 

o or 1 hour 

2 or more hours 

Primary schools 
mean no. of vandacts 

6.49 

14.39 

Secondary schools 
mean no. of vandacts 

7.63 

16.50 

Thus both parental attitude towards spending time on 
the street and the number of hours reported being spent on the 
street were significantly correlated with the amount of 
vandalism committed: the greater the amount of time reported 
being spent on the street in the evenings, the greater the 
amount of vandalism admitted to. 

Two other factors were significantly associated with 
the amount of involvement in vandalism -- students' attitudes 
towards school and their scholastic achievement at school. 
Students who expressed considerable liking for school admitted 
to significantly fewer acts of vandalism than those who did not 
care or did not like school; this is presented in Table 9. 

Table 9 

AMOUNT OF VANDALISM BY LIKE/DISLIKE OF SCHOOL 

Like school a lot 

Don't care for 
school 

Don't like school 
at all 

Primary schools 
mean no. of vandacts 

8.02 

15.94 

21.88 
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Secondary schools 
mean no. of vandacts 

9.43 

12.86 

26.55 

A similar pattern was also found between self-rated 
school performance and involvement in vandalism (Table 10). 
Students who reported doing well in school reported committing 
fewer acts of vandalism than those who did poorly. 

Table 10 

SC~OOL PERFORMANCE BY NUMBER OF VANDALISM ACTS 

"A" or "B" students 

"C" students 

"D" or "F" students 

Primary schools 
mean no. of vandacts 

9.13 

13.80 

15.72 

Secondary schools 
mean no. of vandacts 

7.03 

14.74 

25.38 

Thus both a student's liking of school and performance 
in school were found to be significantly correlated with vandal
ism: the better one was at school and the more one liked 
school, the lower one's involvement in vandalism. 

(d) Perceived Costs of Vandalism 

Part C of the questionnaire contained a number of 
questions relating to the costs of vandalism. When describing 
the most recent act of vandalism they committed, 87% of the 
students indicated that before committing the act they had not 
considered the possible cost of the damage. Indeed, only 35% 
reported that the damage they caused had cost anyone anything. 
Eighty percent said that they had not given any thought to the 
particular target of the damage. 

(e) Reasons for Committing Vandalism 

When asked why they had committed the vandalism they 
reported, the most common reasons given were that they were 
bored and had nothing to do, or that it was fun. As one 15 year 
old boy wrote: "I think. the only reason people do vandalism is 
because there is never anything else to do ••• You get so 
bored!" A 16 year old female wrote: "You do it when you get 
bored in school, you just scrat:ch something." 
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(f) Vandalism Committed in Groups 

As in previous studies, most of the vandalism was 
committed when the students w~e with friends (63.5%). Vandal
ism, like many delinquent offences, tends to be committed in 
groups. Over eighty-five percent reported that the act had not 
been premeditated. This is of course quite reasonable, given 
that most of the acts were motivated by boredom and would thus 
have been done impulsively. In the Ontario Youth Secretariat's 
Handbook for Vandalism Control (1978), it was similarly re
ported, "Most vandalism is unpremeditated. Most vandals strike 
at an easy and accessible target rather than setting out to find 
something to vandalize" (p. 5). Indeed only 20% of our sample 
expressed any interest in the actual target of the vandalism; 
the majority had not given this any thought. 

(g) Relationship of Age to Vandalism 

The effect of age upon the ilumber of acts of vandalism 
committed was also examined. The students' ages ranged from 9 
to 19 years (combining both primary and secondary schools). The 
mean number of acts of vandalism committed at each age is 
presented in Table 11. 
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Table 11 

MEAN NUMBER OF ACTS OF VANDALISM BY AGE 

Age Vandacts 

9 6.14 

10 8.02 

11 10;42 

12 12.11 

13 14.09 

14 15.94 

15 16.07 

16 15.52 

17 10.29 

18 9.74 

19 7.10 

As may be seen in Figure 1 th . 
the amount of vandalism committed f' ere was an lncrease in 
this peak, there was a stead d rom age 9 to 15. Following 

y ecrease to the age of 19 Th 
symmetry of the curve itself is. . • e 
with other studies that ha 1 qU

f
lte surprislng but consistent 

th b ve a so ound an ini tial incr . 
e num er of delinquent activities followed b ease ln 

the yo~th grew older. In their sub~ssion to t~ ;a:~c;~:s= as 
vhanda~lsm, the Canadian Association of Chiefs of P 1. ce on 
t at persons in the age ran f 0 lce reported 
problems" [Winn':pe p'. ge 0 12 - 15 years cause the most 
Unit 1979] ~. g. OL1C~ Department, Research and Planning 

, • lS 1S conslstent with the f·. 
the number of acts of vand 1. . present lndlngs where 
14 - 16 and d d a lsm comffiltted peaked sharply at ages 

, roppe steadily thereafte I h 
Vandalism Control, the maximum rat f r. ? t. e Handbook for 
be between 14 and 16 f es 0 comffilSS10n were said to 
reported that the highe::arraSte

O 
f a~e. Glads tone (1978) als 0 

among the 14 - 16 year olds. 0 lnvolvement in vandalism was 
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It may be possible that while the older students aged 
17 to 19 were committing fewer acts of vandalism, the few they 
were committing were the more serious acts. This, however, was 
not the case. When the more serious acts of vandalism were 
examined by age, the highest incidence was again found among the 
14 to 16 year olds. Those under 14 and over 16 committed sig
nificantly fewer serious acts than the peak age group. Thus the 
few acts that the older students committed did not tend to be 
the more serious acts -- quite the contrary. 
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Figure 1 

MEAN NUMBER OF ACTS OF VANDALISM BY AGE 
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(5) DISCUSSION 

The findings of the present study were consistent with 
previous self-report studies on vandalism. The reported 
incidence of vandalism in our sample was quite high -- 89%. The 
majority of the acts committed, however, were minor in nature. 
Involvement in more serious acts of vandalism was far less 
prevalent. 

When compared to other offences such as theft-.'lnder 
and break-and-enter, vandalism was rated as the least serious of 
the three and the offence least likely to result in appre
hension. In fact, of those respondents who admitted to 
committing one or more acts of vandalism, fewer t~an 3% reported 
ever being apprehended by the police for any act of vandalism, 
while none reported being taken to court. Since the great 
majority of those who commit vandalism go undetected, it is 
unlikely that increasing the penalties for those convicted of 
vandalism would serve as a deterrent. Before a given measure 
can serve as an effective deterrent, the perceived likelihood of 
apprehension for that offence must be reasonably high -- people 
have to believe that they may actually get caught. Since ba.:.:h 
the perceived likelihood of apprehension and the actual rate of 
apprehension are quite low, it seems highly unlikely that 
stronger penalties would serve as an effective deterrent. 

A number of factors were found to be associated with 
lower involvement in vandalism. Those who considered vandalism 
to be a more serious offence and thought it more likely to 
result il apprehension reported committing fewer acts of 
vandalism This is certainly not surprlslng: if you think that 
there is good chance of getting caught at something, you are 
less likely to do it. 

Secondary school students who reported their parents 
as being strict reported committing fewer acts of vandalism. 
Likewise, students of all ages whose parents did not like them 
on the streets and who reported spending very little, if any, 
time on the streets, admitted to fewer acts of vandalism. It 
would appear that greater concern by parents as to the where
abouts of their children may be associated with less involvement 
of their children in acts of vandalism. 

Good performance in school and liking of school were 
also associated with less vandalism. Previous studies have also 
found that scholastic achievement, expressed liking of school 
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and parental strictness have all been negatively correlated with 
involvement in vandalism. 

(6) PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH ATTEMPTS TO REDUCE VANDALISM 

.. One of the most difficult aspects of reducing the 
lncldence of vandalism is the fact that most acts are not consi
dered by young people to be offences. Not only is this evident 
from the low severity ratings of vandalism, but also from a 
number of comments that were made by some of the students: 

- With respect to the act of breaking trees, shrubs, etc. in a 
park (which this student admitted to doing more than 3 times): 
"I didn't know this was an act of vandalism." 

- 17 year old male 

"I was banging around private property and the police thought 
I was vandalizing, but we were really just playing ball tag." 

- 14 year old male 

- "I think people who do vandalism are stupid. All I have 
done is scratched a desk and wrote on the wall." 

ever 

- 15 year old female 

- "Vandalism is not right under any circums tance. It is not 
right to damage other people's property. Scratching a desk is 
not bad. A lot of people have done it." 

- 16 year old female 

It would appear that the above students did not really 
consider the acts they committed to be offences, or even 
vandalism for that matter. The Handbook for Vandalism Control 
reported that "most people who commit vandalism do not see 
themselves as criminals, nor even their acts as crimes". 

Another major problem that one would encounter in 
attempts to reduce vandalism would be the mistaken belief that 
the damage caused did not have any cost associated with it. 

, 

In the absence of any clear indication of ownership as 
in the case of public property, schools, abandoned houses and 
so on, it is quite easy for a child to believe that the d;mage 
caused to such property would not cost anyone any money. Since 
t~e ~roperty owner appears to be anonymous, there is no apparent 
vlctlm who would be hurt financially or othenvise from any 
damage caused. As noted earlier., only 35% of the present sample 
reported that the damage they caused had cost anyone any money. 
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With respect to the property he had vandalized, one 18 year old 
boy said that "it was government property -- won't hurt anyone". 

(7) CONCLUSION 

These data suggest that an obvious starting point in 
any long term vandalism-prevention effort would be the education 
of students from an early age as to the real costs of vandalism, 
and the portrayal of such acts as offences. If students could 
be made aware of the hidden costs involved in any act of vandal
ism, and could perceive these to be real offences (not just acts 
of minor misbehaviour), then perhaps the high incidence of 
vandalism found in the present study could be reduced in future. 
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QUE S T ION N A IRE 

Please read the following carefully before answering 
any of the questions. The questions you will be asked below are 
intended to give us some idea as to how much vandalism occurs. 
Many of the questions inquire into your involvement in specific 
acts of vandalism. It is very important that you answer these 
questions with complete honesty. You will notice that there is 
no place on this questionnaire for your name. We are NOT inter-
ested in knowing who you are, or who did what -- that's not 
important. We just want to get a general idea of how many 
people have done various things. So please be honest in your 
answers -- no one will know what you have said. Remember your 
answers will remain completely anonymous and confidential. 

The questions you will be asked are fairly straight
forward, but if there is anything you do not understand then 
please feel free to ask questions. Just put up your hand and 
someone will come over to give you assistance. 

In Part A, you will be asked to indicate how often you 
have taken part in a number of acts. Please place'one check 
mark in the appropriate box next to each of the 30 questions. 
For example,. question number one asks if you have scratched a 
desk at school. If you have never scratched a desk at school, 
check off the box marked "never". If you have scratched a desk 
once, twice or three times, then check off the corresponding 
box. If you have scratched a desk four or more times, then 
place a check mark in the box marked "more than three times". 
Make sure that you answer each question by placing one check 
mark in the appropriate box. If you have any question~please 
feel free to ask for help. Remember, your answers will be 
anonymous and strictly confidential. 
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)w often in the past 12 months have you: 

Scratched a desk at 
school 

Broken furniture (desk, 
chair, etc.) at school 

Broken a bottle at 
school, in the street, 
or in a park 

Broken trees, shrubs or 
flowers in a park 

Written on walls at 
school 

Written on walls of a 
bus or subway 

Written on walls of an 
elevator (in apartments 
buildings, etc.) , 

Written on walls in an 
apartment building 

Written on walls of 
buildings 

Broken a light bulb in 
school 

Broken the glass in a 
street lamp 

Broken the glass of a 
phone booth 

Broken the glass in a 
bus shelter 

Nevel.~ Once Twice 3 Times 
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14. Broken a window in an 
an empty house 

15. Broken a window in an 
occupied house 

16. Broken a window at 
school 

17. Broken a window in a 
public washroom 

18. Broken a window in a 
club 

19. Damaged park buildings 

20. Damaged machinery on a 
building site 

21. Smashed things on a 
building site 

22. Scratched a car or 
truck 

23. Damaged the tires of a 
car, truck or bicycle 

24. Damaged a car radio 
aerial/antenna 

25. Slashed bus seats/subway 
or train seats 

26. Damaged the telephone 
in a phone booth 

27. Damaged the seat in a 
public washroom 

28. Damaged part of an 
elevator 

Never Once Twice 3 Times More than 
3 Times 

,. 
Damaged street signs 

Other 

Never Once Twice 3 Times More than 
3 Times 
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PART B 

For questions 1, 2 and 3, check off the box which best describes what yi 
think the chances are of getting caught. 

1. If you were to 
commit an act of 
vandalism, (e.g. 
any of the 
things listed in 
Part A), what do 
you think would 
be the chances 
of your getting 
caught? 

2. If you were to 
steal something 
from a store, 
what do you 
think would be 
the chances of 
your getting 
caught? 

3. If you were to 
break into a 
house or store, 
what do you 
think would be 
the chances of 
your getting 
caught? 

Would 
never get 
caught 

Small Would Would I 
chance of 50-50 probably definite! 
getting chance get caught get caugI 
caught ! 

------------~~~~---------------------------------! 
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or questions 4, 5 and 6, check off the box which best describes how 
erious you think these offences are: 

.. How serious do you 
think it is to com
mit an act of 
vandalism? 

I. How serious do you 
think it is to 
steal something 
from a store? 

). How serious do you 
think it is to 
break into a house 
or store? 

Not at all Somewhat Average Quite Very 
serious serious serious serious 

Check off the statement below which you agree with the most: 

--- People who break the law are almost always caught and punished~ 

--- People who break the law are sometimes caught and punished. 

People who break the law are seldom caught and punished. 

___ People who break the law are almost never caught and punished. 

8. Out of the last 100 times a BOY committed an act of vandalism, how 
many would you guess ended up in his arrest? 

9. Out of the last 100 times a GIRL committed an act of vandalism, how 
many would you guess ended up in her arrest? 
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PART C 

Pick the most recent t.hing you did under Part A; what was it? 

,. 
:1 
'I 

The questions in this part deal with the most recent 
Part A. If you have never done any of the things in 
question 9. 

thing you did undel 
Part A, then skip 11 , 

d 

~ 

1. Before you did it, did you think about the cos t of the damage yei 
caused? 

2. 

Yes ---- No ----
Before you did it, did 
vandalism you chose? 

Yes ---- No 

~ 

you think about the particular "target" C' 

If you answered YES, then tell us why you chose that particular targeti 

3. Did it make any difference t~ you who owned the property involved? 
Yes ---- No ----

If you answered YES, then tell us why it made a difference. 

4. Did you plan ahead when you were doing this, or did you just decid~ 
to do it on the spot? 

planned ahead ---- decided on the spot ----
5. When you started, did you know how much damage you would do? 

Yes 
---- No 

6. Did the damage you caused cost anyone any money? 
Yes ---- No 

7. What would you say is the main reason you did this thing? 
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When you did this, were you alone or with friends? 
Alone ---- Wi th friends ----

Do you usually hang around with a group of friends? 
Yes ----
No ----

E yes, how would you describe your group? What is important to the 
roup you hang around with? 
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PART D 

1. How strict do you consider your parents (check off one)? 

Very strict Quite strict Average Not too strict -,. Not at all I 

strict 

2. How do they feel about you "hanging around" on the streets? (Check; 
off one) 

They don't like me on the streets. 
They don't care either way J 

They don't mind if I'm on the streets. 

3. What do you usually do after school and on weekends? How do you 
spend your free time? 

4. How many hours would you guess you upend on the street in the 
evenings? 

5. How do you feel about school? (Check off one) 

I , 

Like school 
a lot 

It's okay Don't care 
either way 

Don't like 
it too much 

Don't like 
school at all ' 

6. How well do you usually do in school? - circle one of the five: 

A (80% or over) 
B (70-80%) 
C (60-70%) 
D (50-60%) 
F (less than 50%) 

Age ____ _ 
Sex 

Father's occupation -----, 
Mother's occupation ,-----

Grade -----
Who lives with you at home (e.g. parents, brothers, sisters)? 

Have you ever been cautioned by the police for doing something illegal? 
No ---- Yes ---- If yes, how many times? 
For what? 

Have you ever been taken to court for doing something illegal? 
No ---- Yes ---- If yes, how many times? 
For what? 
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APPEND IX .. B" 

FREQUENCY OF OCCURRENCE 

FOR EACH OF THE 29 ACTS OF VANDALISM 

LISTED IN THE SELF-REPORT QUESTIONNAIRE 
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T FREQUENCY 
FREQUENCY OF OCCURRENCE 

Acts of Vandalism Secondary Primary 
FREQUENCY Committed in the Past Year Schools % Schools % 

Acts of Vandalism Secondary Primary 
Committed in the Past Year Schools % Schools % 4. Broken trees, shrubs or flowers 

ih a park 

1. Scratched a desk at school Never 66.8 58.9 

Never 22.6 28.9 Once 10.4 18.9 
Twice 6.4 8.9 

Once 17.7 21.9 Three times 2.0 3.0 
Twice 10.3 11.4 Four or more times 14.4 10.2 
Three times 8.4 6.0 
Four or more times 40.9 31.8 Total percentage committing 

the act one or more times 33.2 41.1 
Total percentage committing 
the act one or more times 77.3 71.1 100.0 100.0 -

100.0 100.0 5. Written on walls at school 

2. Broken furniture (desk, chair, Never 63.5 66.7 
etc.) at school 

Once 13.8 17.1 
Never 84.7 86.5 Twice 7.9 6.5 

Three times 3.4 2.3 
Once 8.4 9.3 Four or more times 11.3 7.S 
Twice 2.5 2.2 
Three times 2.5 0.7 Total percentage committing 
Four or more times 2.0 1.4 the act one or more times 36.5 33.3 

-- --
Total percentage committing 100.0 100.0 
the act one or more times 15.3 13.5 -- -- 6. Written on walls of a bus 

100.0 100.0 or subway 

3. Broken a bottle at school, in Never 83.2 88.4 
the street, or in a park 

Once 6.4 6.6 
Never 57.6 54.2 Twice 2.5 1.1 

Three times 2.0 1.2 
Once 1583 22.3 Four or more times 5.9 2.8 
Twice 7.4 7.2 
Three times 3.9 4.5 Total percentage co~tting 
Four or more times 15.8 11.8 the act one or more times 16.8 11.6 --
Total percentage committing 100.0 100.0 
the act one or more times 42.4 45.8 

-- -
100.0 100.0 273 
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Acts of Vandalism 
Committed in the Past Year 

7. vlritten on walls of an elevator 
(in apartments, buildings, etc.) 

Never 

Once 
Twice 
Three times 
Four or more times 

Total percentage committing 
the act one or more times 

8. Written on walls in an 
apartment building 

Never 

Once 
Twice 
Three times 
Four or more times 

Total percentage committing 
the act one or more times 

9. Written on walls of buildings 

Never 

Once 
Twice 
Three times 
Four or more times 

Total percentage committing 
the act one or more times 
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FREQUENCY 

FREQUENCY Acts of Vandalism Secondary Primary 
Acts of Vandalism 

Secondary Primary 
Committed in the Past Year Schools % Schools % 

Committed in the Past Year Schools % Schools % 
13. Broken the glass in a 

16. Broken a window at school bus shelter 

Never 
88.0 94.0 

Never 97.5 97.4 

Once 
6.5 4.3 

Once 2.0 1.4 
Twice 

3.0 O~9 
Twice 0.5 0.2 

Three times 
1.0 0.3 

Three times 0.0 0.1 
Four or more times 1.5 0.5 

Four or more times 0.0 0.4 

Total percentage cOmmitting Total percentage cOmmitting 
the act one or more times 12.0 6.0 

the act one or more times 2.5 2.6 
= --

100.0 100.0 
100.0 100.0 

14. Broken a window in an 17. Broken a window in a 
empty house pUblic washroom 

Never 83.3 74.8 Never 
97.5 96.2 

Once 
1.5 2.6 

Once 9.4 '14.4 
Twice 

0.5 0.7 
Twice 1.5 4.2 

Three times 
0.0 0.1 

Three times 0.5 1.8 
Four or more times 0.5 0.5 

Four or more times 5.4 4.8 

Total percentage committing Total percentage committing 
the act one or more times 2.5 3.8 

the act one or more times 16.7 25.2 
--- - -

100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
15. Broken a window in an 18. Broken a window in a club 

occupied house 

Never 84.7 82.3 
Never 

99.5 95.2 
Once 

0.0 2.9 Twice 
O~O 0.6 

Once 7.4 12.5 
Three times 

0.5 0.5 
Twice 2.5 2.7 

Four or more times 0.0 0.8 
Three times 2.0 1.2 
Four or more times 3.4 1.3 

Total percentage COmmitting 
the act one or more times 0.5 4.8 

Total percentage cOmmitting 
the act one or more times 15.3 17.7 

--
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
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FREQUENCY FREQUENCY 

Acts of Vandalism Secondary Primary Acts of Vandalism Secondary Primary 
Committed in the Past Year Schools % Schools % Committed in the Past Year Schools % Schools % 

19. Damaged park buildings 22. Scratched a car or truck 

Never 94.1 91.4 Never 72.4 58.2 

Once 3.0 4.5 Once 15.3 24.6 Twice 2.0 2.2 Twice 6.4 7.3 Three times 0.5 0.8 Three times 1.5 3.7 Four or more times 0.5 1.1 Four or more times 4.4 6.1 

Total percentage committing Total percentage cOmmitting 
the act one or more times 5.9 8.6 the act one or more times 27.6 41.8 -- -- -- --

100.0 100.0 , 
100.0 " 100.0 fi 

20. Damaged machinery on a 23. Damaged the tires of a car, 
building site truck or bicycle 

Never 89.1 90.1 Never 80.8 71.1 

Once 3.0 5.9 I Once 12.8 16.0 Twice 3aO 2.4 Twice 2.0 5.1 
Three times 2.0 0.4 I Three times 0.0 1.7 Four or more times 3.0 1.3 I Four or more times 4.4 6 .. 1 

Total percentage committing I Total percentage committing 
the act one or more times 10.9 9.9 the act one or more times 19.2 28.9 -- -- -- --

100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

21. Smashed things on a building site I 
24. Damaged a car radio aerial/antenna 

Never 81.2 83.0 Never ~ 82.3 88.0 

I Once 8.4 8.4 Once 11.8 8.1 Twice 4.0 3.8 
; Twice I 2.5 2.0 Three times 0.5 1.0 I Three times 0.5 0.8 

Four or more times 5.9 3.7 I Four or more times 3.0 1.2 

Total percentage committing 

I 
Total percentage cOmmitting 

the act one or more times 18.8 17.0 the act one or more times 17.7 12.0 -- -- = 
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
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QUOTES FROM STUDENTS 
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COMMENTS VOLUNTEERED BY SOME OF THE STUDENTS 
WHO TOOK PART IN THE SELF-REPORT STUDY 

"This is a good questionnaire and every kid should take it." 
- 14 year old male 

"This test should be given more often." 
- 15 year old male 

"I hope in the future people will be stopped from all this 
crime." 

- 16 year old female 

"I didn't want to cause damage to fr~ends, just foes." 
(Broke the aerial of a police cruiser.) 

- 17 year old male 

With respect to the act of "breaking trees, shrubs, etc. in a 
park" (which he admitted to doing more than three times): 

"I didn't know this was an act of vandalism." 
- 17 year old male 

"Vandalism is not well controlled." 
- 17 year old female 

"Because in school they can't find out who it was." 
- 18 year old male 

"I am not a local hoodlum and I am not destructive. Most of the 
vandalism is accidental. I think. this was a waste of time when 
I could be learning math." 

- 16 year old male 

"I feel that it is wrong to vandalize and that eventually you 
will be punished." 

- 16 year old male 

"Vandalism seems to be growing and I think somehow, I'm not sure 
how, but somehow we should try harder to catch the bastards!" 

- 17 year old female 

"These vandals should be caught and severely punished." 
- 18 year old female 

"Should have tighter or stricter control (on vandalism) and 
punish vandalism in the schools." 

- 18 year old female 
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"I believe that they (people who break the law) are caught but 
the courts are so lenient that they get off easy and perform 
these acts again." 

- 18 year old male 

"Vandalism (big stuff like breaking windows, doing real damage 
to private or public property) should be harshly treated by the 
authorities. It is serious because it shows a complete lack of 
respect for private property and personal rights." 

- 17 year old male 

"Parents (community associations) must work with the school and 
local authorities in complete agreement (for success). Make the 
child, NOT parents responsible for the vandalism." 

- 17 year old female 

"I was banging around private property and they (the police) 
thought I was vandalizing, but we were really playing ball tag. 
It was one hell of a place to play ball tag in." 

- 14 year old male 

"Many people break the law are caught, and are hardly ever 
punished. " 

- 15 year old female 

"Most people that would cause vandalism would be those who have 
dropped out of school because they have more time to hang 
around." 

- 15 year old female 

"I feel girls tend to be let off more easily than guys 
it''') because there are more men in the "field of law". 
think that's fair for guys." 

- 15 year old female 

maybe 
I don't 

"I think that the only reason people do vandalism is because 
there is never anything else to do ••• You get so bored." 

- 15 year old male 

"I think people who do vandalism are stupid. All I have ever 
done is scratched a desk and wrote on a wall once. I don't like 
it when people destroy things around my neighbourhood because it 
makes it look shabby." 

- 15 year old female 

"I think vandalism is caused when someone tries to impress a 
group, or friends, or something. Maybe out of frustration or 
anger because of school or home life." 

- 14 year old male 
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"If the penalties ~]ere 
of vandalism, it could 

harsher and the people knew the penalties 
be controlled much better." 

- 16 year old female 

::Government property, won't hurt anyone." 
!andals sh?uld be punished more severely -- cops and 

wlth authorlty should be more aware of the problem." 

"Suggestions 
l. 
2. 

- 18 year old male 

to stop vandalism: 

Strict and harsh penalties for such acts' 
Less permissiveness towards children." ' 

- 18 year old female 

people 

"I would only do it if there was 
caught)." a small chance (of getting 

- 19 year old male 

"I think this is a worthwhile 
survey because vandalism is running a little high." 

- 18 year old male 

"The majority of vandalism is done 
respect." by punkers who have no 

- 16 year old male 

b
"The only reason people commit vandalism is to get attentio 
ecause they don't get °t t h n 

o 1 a ome. Also peer pressure. I think 
adults also commlt vandalism so they should be given thl0S 
questionnaire." 

- 16 year old female 

"T~ere should be stricter penalties. 
crlme because they know the 
judge them and they're on the 

Seriously, vandals commit 
law will not punish them. They 
streets in an hour." 

"I feel that when the people 
aren't punished enough." 

are 

- 16 year old male 

caught with vandalism , they 

- 15 year old female 

~va~dalism is not right under any circumstance. It is not right 
bOd am~g~ other people's property. Scratching a desk is not 
a. 0 ot of people have done it. You do it when you et 

bored ln school and just scratch on something." g -

- 16 year old female 
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"I think that the person responsible for the vandalism should be 
forced to pay all the damages. Then there wouldn't be half as 
much damage like the recreation hall that was totally demolish
ed. Someone I know thinks they should be publicly spanked." 

- 15 year old female 

"Something should be seriously considered about stopping 
vandalism from occurring." 

- 17 year old female 

"People who get caught should have to pay for it." 
- 17 year old male 

"After getting caught it really teaches you quite a lot. It 
really straightens you around. Police should go harsher on 
kids." 

- 17 year old male 

"Vandalism is a terrible offence against the freedom and rights 
of people. I feel that it should be stopped. Vandalism gives a 
bad name to many innocent people because of a few terrorists. 
People who do this should be punished severely." 

- 17 year old female 

"I feel a lot of damage is caused in school washrooms due to the 
fact that girls and boys smoke cigarettes in them. If there was 
a smoking area the girls would stay out of the washroom and 
would not cause vandalism." 

- 17 year old female 

"The police are far too lenient on the jerks that break the 
laws. It's far too easy to get away with hurting other people's 
property just for kicks." 

- 17 year old female 

"Make students' council pay for vandalism." 
- 19 year old male 

"I think by these questions you are trying to establish that 
people who are bored or unhappy turn to acts of violence. As 
much as I do not want to be here, I respect the property. I 
think most kids are like me and find other outlets besides 
destroying things. There are very few people doing these things 
in my opinion. The people I now who have done these things are 
on drugs." 

- 17 year old male 
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(1) INTRODUCTION 

One of the most common concerns expressed by ~ndividu; 
als to the Task Force on Vandalism was that person convlcted 0 

, tting off too lightly in the sentences they 
vandallsm were ge d b I' f th t the 

'en There appears to be a widesprea e le a 
w:~:l~~:S ~iven for vandalism are far too light, and thus,do not 
~erve as an effective deterrent. I~creasing :hese penaltles has 
often been suggested as the approprlate solutlon to the problem. 

belief 

There are two separate assumptions involved in the 
that penalties for vandalism must be increased: , 

(1) the existing penalties give~ to those convlcted of 
vandalism are i~ fact too llght, and 

(2) stiffening these penalties would serve as an ef-
fective deterrent. 

The latter is fairly unlikely given the low :ate of 
apprehension for vandalism. Most source~ in~icate that lrneh~:~~ 
than 10% of the reported cases of vandallsm lS anyone app , 

d When this is combined with the numerous acts of vandallsm 
~h~t go unreported, the rate of apprehension becomes even, less. 
The offender, for the most part, remains anonymous: In llght of 
this it seems unlikely that increasing the penalt~es for those 
convicted of vandalism would serve as an effectlve deterren~ 
since so few are caught to begin with (and it mus~ be,assume 
that even fewer get convicted). The perceived ,llkellhood of 

h
' st be high" the offender must belleve that there 

appre enSl0n mu" d' d to be 
is a reasonable chance of being a~prehende 1~ ~r er harsh 
concerned with the consequences of hlS act -- re,celvlng ,a he 
enalt. In the absence of such a belief, lncreaslng ~ 

p 1 ,y f r offence will seldom serve as as effectlve pena tles 0 a given 
deterrent. 

The first assumption above, that the existing 
penalties given to those convicted of vandalism are in fact too 
light may be examined empirically. To date, there,appe~r~ to 
have been little systematic study of the types of dl~po~ltl0ns 

iven to those convicted of vandalism. While it is dlfflcult to 
g 1 d as "light" penalties this pro blem may 
gauge what peop e regar ' d I' 
be circumvented by comparing the dispositions given t~ van a lsm 
with those given to similar offences. Such a ~ompa~lson would 
enable one to determine whether the penaltles glven to one 

ff e "too light" relative to those gi'ren to comparable 
o ence wer , 1" the 
offences. This avoids the question of op~ratl~na lz~ng 
meaning of too light a penalty: if the dispostl0ns glven to 
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similar offences were for the most part similar as well, then 
one could no longer say that the penalties given to vandalism 
were too light. One could say that the penalties given to all 
the offences were too light, bu t vandalism alone could no t be 
singled out. Alternatively, if the dispositions given for 
vandalism were found to be lighter than those given to compara
ble offences, then one would be in a position to conclude that 
such dispositions were in fa.ct lighter. (This still, admitted
ly, avoids the ques tion of what people mean by "Ii g,h t" in 
absolute terms.) 

The choice of offences that could be considered compa
rable to vandalism presents a bit of a problem. One could 
either look for offences where the dollar value of the act was 
in a similar low range* (such as theft under $200), or one could 
look for an offence where the damage involved,was similar to the 
destruction of property in acts of vandalism (such as break and 
enter). For these reasons both theft-under and break-and-enter 
were chosen as the offences to serve as comparisons to vandal
ism. While there are obvious differences among the three, they 
are sufficiently similar offences to enable comparison. In 
fact, the comparison offences are considered to be more serious 
(by juveniles) than acts of vandalism. In a recent self-report 
study, students rated theft-under as being more serious an of
fence than vandalism; break-and-enter was rated as most serious 
of the three. 

The present study examines the dispositions given to 
those convicted of vandalism, theft-under and break-and-enter in 
both juvenile and adult courts. 

(2) METHOD 

The cases used were taken from the dockets of a juven
ile court and an adult court in the Metropolitan Toronto area 
for the first six months of 1980. The sample consisted of 
roughly 100 cases each of vandalism, theft-under and break
and-enter from each of the courts (juvenile sample = 369 cases; 
adult sample = 319 cases). The offences included under 
vandalism were wilful damage, mischief (both public and private 
property), and arson. 

* Keep in mind that most acts of vandalism are fairly minor. 
The sensationalized costly acts that receive wide media 
coverage are few and far betweenQ 
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The complete disposition for each offence was recorded 
on a coding sheet in addition to some background information on 
the offender: previous juvenile or criminal record, age and 
sex. In cases involving monetary payment such as restitution, 
fines or donations to charity, the amounts of the same were also 
recorded if the information was present in the files. 

The majority (80%) of both the juvenile and adult 
offenders were male. Roughly half of both groups had previous 
records: 46.6% of the adult sample, compared to 52.3% of the 
juvenile sample. The juveniles ranged in age from 10 to just 
under 16 years of age. The majority were 14 to 16 years old: 
19.1% - 14 years, 27.3% - 15 years, 30.6% - just under 16* 
yearsc The majority of the adult sample (69.3%) were under 26 
years of age: 32.3% were 16 - 18 years old; 37% were 19-25 
years. 20.6% were 26 - 40 years of age with the remainder (10%) 
ranging from 40 - 75 years. 

(3) RESULTS 

The results discussed in this section will deal 
primarily with the dispositions given to those convicted of 
vandalism, theft-under and break-and-enter. Since there was 
little overlap in the dispositions given to juvenile and adult 
offenders, the data relating to these two groups will be pre
sented separately and then discussed together. 

The range of dispositions given for both juveniles and 
adults was quite extensive. While the basic penalties 
themselves consisted of only five or six alternatives such as 
fines, probation, restitution, community service orders, 
incarceration, and a few others, the various combinations of 
these resulted in a lengthy list of specific dispositions. The 
data will therefore be presented in two forms. The first of the 
two tables will consist of the full disposition given for each 
offender and will thus toeal 100% within each of the three 
offence categories. The second table will present the data for 
each individual disposition separately, i.e. fines, 
restitutions, community service orders, etc.; the columns in 
this table will thus add up to more than 100% since many of the 
offenders were given two or more of the individual penalties. 

* Those juveniles who would have turned 16 in the latter part of 
1980 were coded as being 16 years of age. 
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(a) Juvenile Offenders 

. . Tables 1 and 2 present the dispositions given to the 
J~venl .. le offenders. The subsequent discussion of these 
~lS~o~ltions will deal with the frequency of various types of 
lndlvldual dispositions listed in Table 2. 
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Table 1 

SPECIFIC DISPOSITIONS AND PERCENT OF 
CASES IN WHICH THEY WERE MADE (JUVENILES) 

Vandalism Theft-under Break & 

Community Service 
Order alone 

Restitution alone 

Fine alone 

Donation to charity 
alone 

Probation alone 

Probation and 
restitution 

Probation and Community 
Service Order 

Probation and referral 
to Children's Aid 
Society' and Family 
Court Clinic 

Probation arid fine 

Probation, restitution 
and Community Service 
Order 

Adjourned Sine Die 

Adjourned Sine Die 
with restitution 

Adjourned Sine Die with 
donation to charity 

Adjourned Sine Die with 
Community Service Order 

% 

3.9 

10.5 

0.0 

2.0 

6.5 

7.2 

4.6 

0.0 

0.0 

1.3 

18.3 

20.3 

0.0 

1.3 
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% % 

1.8 3.8 

0.0 2.8 

0.9 8.5 

2.7 0.9 

18.2 13.2 

0.9 13.2 

0.9 2.8 

0.9 1.9 

0.9 0.0 

0.0 0.0 

48.2 17.9 

2.7 2.8 

2.7 6.6 

0.0 0.9 

enter " i~ 

;1 
I' 
I 
1 
i 
ij 
a 
jl 

" ') 

Table 1 (cont'd) 

Vandalism Theft-under Break & enter 
% % % 

Adjourned Sine Die 
with a fine 0.0 0.9 0.9 

Referral to Family 
Court Clinic 2.6 1.8 1.9 

Referral to 
Children's Aid Society 0.7 5.5 2.8 
Conditional Discharge 0.0 0.9 OeD 

Conditional Discharge 
with a fine 0.0 0.9 0.0 
Conditional Discharge 
with restitution 3.3 0.0 0.0 

Restitution plus 
fine/donation 0.7 0.9 3.8 

Training school 0.7 1.8 4.7 

Case Dismissed 4.6 1.8 0.9 

Case Withdrawn 11.8 4.5 9.4 
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Table 2 

GENERAL DISPOSITION POWERS AND PERCENT OF 
CASES IN WHICH THEY WERE USED (JUVENILES) 

Vandalism Theft-under Break. & enter 

Community Service 
Orders 

Restitution 

Fines 

Donations to Charity 

Probation 

Training School 

Family Court Clinic/ 
Children's Aid Society 
referrals 

Cases Adjourned 
Sine Die 

Cases Dismissed 

Cases Withdrawn 

Conditional Discharges 

% 

11.1 

43.1 

0.0 

2.0 

19.6 

0.7 

3.3 

39.9 

4.6 

11.8 

3.3 
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% % 

2.7 7.5 

4.5 22.6 

3.6 9.4 

5.5 7.5 

21.8 31.1 

1.8 4.7 

8.2 6.6 

54.5 29.1 

1.8 0.9 

4.5 9.4 

1.8 0.0 

(i) Restitution, Community Service Orders and 
Fines 

Restitution was the most common penalty for vandalism, 
appearing as all or part of the disposition of 43.1% of these 
cases; it was required in half as many cases of bre~<-and-enter 
(22.6%), and in only 4.5% of the dispositions for theft-under 
(Table 2). From Table 1, it can be found that restitution (42%) 
or community service orders (9.8%) or both (1.3%) were involved 
in more than half (53.1%) of the dispositions given in vandalism 
cases. 

Restitution and community service orders appeared less 
frequently for th~ other two offences: 30.1% for break-and
enter cases and 7.2% for thefts-under. Fines and donations to 
charity were used more frequently in break-and-enter and theft
under cases: 16.9% and 9.1% respectively, compared to 2.0% for 
vandalism. It appears that when the disposition given entails a 
financial payment from the offender, payment is made to the 
victim in the form of restitution in vandalism cases while in 
theft-under cases, payment is directed to the court or to a 
charity. Break-and-enter cases appear to fall midway, with 
roughly half of the monetary dispositions directed towards the 
victim. 

(ii) Amount of Restitution 

The amounts of the restitution* paid in the break-and
enter cases tended to be higher than those in the vandalism 
cases: 77.3% of the vanda~ism amounts were under $75 compareti 
to the only 37.5% of the break-and-enter amounts. The majority 
of the break-and-enter cases (62.5%) involved restitutions of 
$100 - $500. This is not particularly surprising since the cost 
of the damage caused was under $100 for the great majority of 
vandalism cases (82.6%). There was little information relating 
to the costs of the damage caused in the break-and-enter cases. 
However, for those cases in which such information was avail
able, the damage caused was over $200 for the majority (70%). 

* There were too few restitution orders made in the theft-under 
cases to merit discussion. Of the few cases in which it was 
required, all but one fell under $75. The same holds true for 
the community service orders: the few required in the theft 
cases tended to be for very short periods -- 10 hours of 
community service. 
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(iii) Amount of Fines/Donations to Charity 

The great majority (90%) of the fines and donations to 
charity in the theft-under cases were under $25: half of these 
were $5 - $10 with the remainder falling between $15 - $25. The 
fines incurred by those convicted of break-and-enter were some
what more costly: 26.2% of this group were required to pay $5 -
$10; 58%: $15 - $25 and 15.8%: $35 - $50. There ~ere too few 
fines or donations to charity given in the vandallsm cases to 
merit discussion. 

(iv) Hours of Community Service 

The number of hours required in the community service 
orders was much higher in cases of vandalism than break-and
enter. Seventy-five percent of the break-and-enters were 
assigned 10 - 20 hours of community service compared to 52.9% of 
the vandalism cases. The remainder of the break-and-enters 
(25%) were assigned 30 hours while the remainder of the 
vandalism cases were assigned 30 - 60 hours (11.8% - 30 hours; 
23.5% - 40 hours; 11.8% - 60 hours). 

(v) Probation 

Roughly 20% of those convicted of vandalism or theft
under were put on probation compared to 31% of the break-and
enters. However, two-thirds of the probation orders given in 
vandalism cases involved additional dispositions -- restitution, 
community service orders and others. For thefts-under, the 
corresponding figure was only 16.5%. Fifty~seven percen~ ~f the 
break-and-enters given probation were glven an addltlonal 
disposition. 

(vi) Cases Adjourned Sine Die 

Roughly 40% of the vandalism and 30% of the bre~-and
enter cases were adjourned sine die, that is, essentlally 
adjourned indefinitely, compared to 55% of the theft-under 
cases. These high figures are again somewhat misleadi~g for t~e 
former since in a considerable number of both vandallsm (54%) 
and break-and-enter (39%) cases, the adjournment was contingent 
upon payment of a fine/donation, restitution or community 
service order. Once again, however, this was not the case for 
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the thefts-under -- the majority of these cases (88%) were 
adjourned sine die without any other requirements. 

It appears that for the present sample of cases the 
dispositions given to those convicted of vandalism were'much 
more similar to those given in break-and-enter cases than to 
those in theft-under cases. This conclusion is a tenuous one at 
best since there were also considerable differences between the 
break-and-enter and vandalism cases: restitution was required 
twice as often for vandalism while probation (alone) was twice 
a~ common for break-and-enter. However, despite these 
dlfferences, there were also a number of similarities between 
these two offences that were not shared with the theft-under 
cases. It appears that vandalism and break-and-enter cases are 
regarded more seriously by the courts than theft-under cases. 
This is reflected in the fact that for those cases adjourned 
sine die or where the offender was put on probation no other . , 
requlrement was included for the majority of the thefts-under, 
while additional dispositions were often required for the 
vandalism and break-and-enter cases. 

(b) Adult Offenders 

The complete list of dispositions and the frequency of 
individual dispositions for the adult offenders are presented in 
Tables 3 and 4. 
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Table 3 

SPECIFIC DISPOSITIONS AND PERCENT OF 
CASES IN WHICH THEY WERE MADE (ADULTS) 

Vandalism Theft-under Break & 
% % % 

Fine alone 19.8 21.4 1.1 

Conditional Discharge 
with probation 7.5 38.5 7.4 

Conditional Discharge 
with probation and 
restitut.ion 14.2 1.7 0.0 

Conditional Discharge 
with probation, 
restitution and 
Community Service Order 0.9 0.0 0.0 

Suspended Sentence 
with probation 9.4 7.7 26.3 

Suspended Sentence 
with probation 
and restitution 2.8 0.9 6.3 

Suspended Sentence with 
probation, restitution 
and Community Service 
Order 1.9 0.0 1.1 

Incarceration 2.8 0.9 22.1 

Incarceration with 
probation and 
restitution 1.9 0.0 4.2 

Fine with probation 3.8 0.0 4.2 

Fine with probation 
and restitution 5.7 0.0 0.0 
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Absolute Discharge 

Case Dismissed 

Case Withdrawn 

Table 3 (cont~d) 

Vandalism Theft-under Break & enter % % % 

0.0 2.6 0.0 

6.6 7.7 0.0 

22.6 18.8 27.4 

299 



---~,-- - ----- -

Table 4 

GENERAL DISPOSITION POWERS AND PERCENT OF 
CASES IN WHICH THEY WERE USED (ADULTS) 

Vandalism Theft-unde:: Break & enter 
% % % 

Fines 29.3 21.4 5.3 

Restitutions 27.4 2.6 11.6 

Community Service 
Orders 2.8 0.0 1.1 

Probation 48.1 48.8 49.5 

Incarceration 4.7 0.9 26.3 

Conditional Discharges 22.6 40.2 7.4 

Suspended Sentences 14.2 8.5 33.7 

Absolute Discharges 0.0 2.6 0.0 

Cases Dismissed 6.6 7.7 OwO 

Cases Withdrawn 22.6 18.8 27.4 
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(i) Fines, Restitution and Community Service 
Orders 

For those convicted of vandalism, fines (29.3%) and 
restitution orders (27.4%) were the most frequent penalties. 
While fines were also used quite often for thefts-under (21.4%), 
they were seldom used in break-and-enter cases (5.3%). Resti
tution was required over twice as often in vandalism cases as in 
break-and-enter cases (11.6%), while it was rarely used for 
thefts-under (2.6%). Community service orders were seldom as
signed to any of the three offences but appeared most frequently 
in vandalism cases (3%). Taken together, restitution and 
community service orders accounted for 30.2% of the dispositions 
given in vandalism cases. 

(ii) Probation 

In roughly half of the cases for all three offence 
categories the offenders were put on probation. Of those who 
were put on probation in the theft-under cases, the great 
majority (95%) had no additional requirements such as fines, 
restitutions, or community service orders. These dispositions 
were for the most part conditional discharges wi th probation 
plus a few suspended sentences with probation. This was not the 
case for those convicted of vandalism who were put on probation: 
65% of this group were given probation plus an additional penal
ty. The same held true for 32% of the break-and-enter probation 
group. It may at first seem that the break-and-enters were not 
being treated as harshly as the vandalism cases. The fact that 
this is not true becomes evident when one looks at the lengths 
of probation assigned to the break-and-enter cases in comparison 
to the others: only 3.4% of the break-and-enters were put on 
probation for less than a year compared to 31% of the vandalism 
cases and 74% of the thefts under. The majority of the break
and-enters (66.1%) were given two to three years probation while 
only 29% of the vandalism cases and 5.1% of the theft-under 
cases were given such lengthy periods. The probationary periods 
assigned to the three types of offences are presented in Table 
5. 
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Table 5 

LENGTH OF PROBATION 

Vandalism Theft-under Break & enter 

% % a' 
la 

1 to 4 months 9.6 3.4 0,0 

6 to 9 months 21.2 70.6 3.~ 

1 year 34.6 20.7 16.9 

1-1/2 years 5.8 0.0 13.6 

2 years 23.1 3.4 52.5 

3 years 5.8 1.7 13.6 

(iii) Incarceration 

Not only were the periods of probation longer for 
those convicted of break-and-enter but the most severe dis
position -- incarceration -- while used infrequently, was used 
primarily in the break-and-enter cases: 26.3% of the break-and
enter cases were incarcerated compared to 4.7% of the vandalism 
cases and 1% of the thefts-under. 
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(iv) Amount of Fines 

The amount of the fines given in cases of vandalism 
and theft-under varied considerably. (Since there were very few 
fines given in the break-and-enter cases they will not be 
included in this discussion. All but one of the fines assigned, 
however, were $100 or more.) The fines levied against persons 
convicted of vandalism tended to be much higher than those 
against persons convicted of theft-under: 60% of the fines 
given in the theft-under cases were $25 compared to only 6.9% 
for vandalism. The majority of the vandalism fines (69%) ranged 
from $100 to $200, while only 20% of the theft-under cases were 
assigned such high amounts. 

(v) Amount of Restitution 

The amount of the restitution required for those con
victed of vandalism and break-and-enter also varied substantial
ly. (In this case, there were so few restitution orders in the 
theft-under cases that it would be pointless to discuss themo 
The few that there were, however, tended to be very low: $5-
$25). The amount of restitution ordered in the break-and-enter 
cases tended to be higher than those in the vandalism cases: 
there were no restitution orders under $75 for break-and-enters 
compared to 51.8% of the restitution orders for vandalism. The 
majority of the break-and-enter restitution orders (66.6%) 
ranged from $75 - $200 (with the remainder being over $200). Of 
the vandalism restitution orders 40.7% fell into this range of 
$75 - $200. 

The variations in the amount of restitution may be 
attributable to differences in the amount of damage caused: the 
cost of the damage may have been greater in the break-and-enter 
cases, thus requiring more restitution. We have no way of 
knowing this, however, since there was so little information 
available concerning the costs of the damage caused. 

(c) Relationship of Previous Record to Dispositions 

Not surprisingly, those offenders (both juvenile and 
adult) with previous records tended to be given more severe 
penalties. This was true for all three offence categories. The 
tendency was most notable in custodial sentences: all but one 
of the juveniles sent to training school had previous records 
and similarly, all but three of the adults incarcerated had 
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criminal records. Case dismissals were also much more frequent 
among the no-record group for both juvenile and adult offenders. 

There was also a much greater likelihood of receiving 
a fine if one had a previous record (bear in mind that among the 
juvenile dispositions, fines were relatively serious penal
ties). 

In the juvenile sample, those without records had 
their cases adjourned sine die more often than those with previ
ous records. In addition, there was a strong tendency to put 
those with records on probation (instead of adjourning the 
case). 

In the adult sample, those without criminal records 
also tended to get lighter penalties: of the offenders given 
conditional discharges with probation, the great majority ~ad no 
previous record. Dismissals were also much more frequent ln the 
no-record group, as were absolute discharges (the only absolute 
discharges given were given to first-time offenders). 

Thus, while the presence or absence of a previous 
criminal record affected some of the dispositions given, this 
occurred across all three types of offences in both the juvenile 
and adult samples. It was not, therefore, unique to one offence 
category. The presence of a criminal record was associated with 
harsher penalties, and conversely the absence of such a record 
was associated with lighter penalties, regardless of offence. 

(4) DISCUSSION 

While it may be difficult to draw conclusions fr'')m the 
findings of the present study, there is one fact that eiJwrges 
quite clearly~ the penalties given to those convi~ted of 
vandalism do not appear to be lighter than those glven to 
thefts-under, and tend to be comparable to those given in break
and-enter cases. 

Restitution was required more than twice as often in 
vandalism cases as in break-and-enter cases, while it was seldom 
required in theft-under cases. Community service orders were 
also far more common in cases of vandalism. What may be 
regarded as the relatively light penalties (such as adjournm~nt 
of cases sine die for juveniles and conditional discharges wlth 
probation for adults) were given most frequently to theft-under 
cases and were far less common in vandalism and break-and-enter 
cases. When the latter two were given these dispositions, they 
were in addition to some other penalty. 
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When the disposition required financial payment to be 
made in the form of a fine or restitution, those given in break
and-enter cases tended to be more costly than those given in 
either vandalism or theft-under cases. An explanation may be 
that the cost of the damage may have been higher in the break
and-enter cases or that the act was of a more serious nature and 
thus required a stiffer penalty. In this regard, the break
and-enter cases received the harshest penalties for both 
juvenile and adult samples. Of the custodial sentences that 
were given, practically all were given to those convicted of 
break-and-enter. 

The penalties given in vandalism cases were clearly 
harsher than those given in theft-·under cases: the fines were 
greater, and the periods of probation and community service 
longer in vandalism cases than thefts-under. In addition , 
restitution and community service orders were far more prevalent 
in cases of vandalism while adjournments and conditional 
discharges were far more common in theft-under cases. 

~'lhile one should avoid the conclusion that the theft
under cases "got off lightly", the pc:nalties given in such cases 
did tend to be less severe than those given in cases of vandal
ism. The dispositions given to those convicted of vandalism 
appeared to be more similar to those given in break-and-enter 
cases although the latter tended to receive the harshest 
penalties of all three offence categories. With respect to 
restitution and community service orders, vandalism ranked the 
highest in receiving these dispositions. 

(5) CONCLUSION 

The findings of the present study do not provide 
support for the belief that persons convicted of vandalism are 
"getting off too lightly". Neither the juvenile nor the adul t 
courts gave lighter sentences in cases involving vandalism. On 
the contrary, quite the opposite was found. We would encourage 
those who recommend more stringent penalties for vandalism to 
take a look first at the existing penalties given by the courts. 
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A. PUBLIC SURVEY RESEARCH 

(1) FOREWORD 

One of the most important components in any study of a 
pattern such as vandalism is the community's response. Since 
the law is supposed to reflect community values, we must be 
aware of current public attitudes to this issue. Accordingly, 
we set about gathering data that would measure concern in 
various Ontario locations. Several surveys of public responses 
to the problem of vandalism have already been carried out and 
the most important of these will be summarized here. We have 
not been able to undertake systematic, precise surveys, for 
obvious financial considerations~ Instead we have attempted to 
gauge public concern over the problem of vandal~sm by mail, 
telephone and television surveys. Toronto has recelved most of 
our attention but we have also compared Toronto's responses to 
those gathered from smaller Ontario communities. 

In order to get a representative, precise estimate of 
public opinion in a city the size of Toronto one needs a samp~e 
size and a response rate in excess of those reported here. ThlS 
is why we advise the reader to regard these findings as indica
tors of how the public feels about the problem, rather than 
precise measures of their attitudes. Despite these constrai~ts 
it is clear that many of the findings here are in accord wlth 
previous research on the problem. The reader's. a~tention should 
therefore be upon the general tenor of the oplnlons gathered, 
rather than upon specific statistical estimates. 

Where oossible we have presented comparisons across 
communities, but on occasion such comparisons are imprecise 
because of variation in data collection methods. 

(2) PREVIOUS RESEARCH IN ONTARIO 

(a) Thunder Bay 

In the summer of 1978 data were gathered from public 
respondents in Thunder Bay (Stewart, Rawlinson, Letwin and 
Stephenson 1978). These come from a door-to-door survey of 339 , % 
persons which generated a completion rate of 760. An over-
whelming majority (96%) expressed either moderate or great 
concern for the problem of vandalism. Unfortunately the authors 
of the report do not separate this percentage into those 
expressing moderate and those expressing great concern. Clearly 
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the two adjectives are quite different and one would think they 
would warrant separate analysis. 

A clue to the seriousness with which people in Thunder 
Bay view vandalism is provided by the question tapping responses 
to vandalism directed at the respondent's own home. If vandals 
were to attack the respondent's home, only half the sample 
indicated they would consider calling tht police. This finding 
may be explained by the fact that only half the sample 
considered the police to be effective in such cases. 

The sample was equally divided in their views as to 
whether vandalism was increasing because youth in general was 
losing respect for the police. Support for a program of resti
tution was very high and almost two-thirds (63%) advocated the 
use of stiffer penalties. There was minimal (21%) support for 
fining first offenders. 

People were inclined to attribute a great: deal of re
sponsibility to youths themselves, and their parents, indicating 
they believed solutions to the problem of vandalism should 
include these two groups specifically. The police and the 
community in general were not seen as being responsible to any 
great extent. 

"More public understanding of vandalism" was viewed as 
the most important preventive measure, followed by "education 
and control of drugs". Three quarters of the sample described 
an improved court system as an important or very important 
preventive measure. 

(b) Nepean 

Another public survey was conducted (City of Nepean, 
Vandalism Awareness Programs) (October 1979 through March 1980) 
in the township of Nepean. Note, however, that the results we 
shall discuss here are based upon a return rate of only 18.5%. 
Once again half the respondents thought it was worthwhile 
reporting an act of vandalism to the police, while the rest did 
not. The reasons for not calling the police are worth noting: 
40% thought the police would be powerless to do anything; 42% 
felt the damage was too trifling to warrant calling; 15% dealt 
with the episode themselves, while a very small percentage (3%) 
feared retaliation. These data indicate that a significant 
minority are including minimal damage within their definition of 
vandalism, damage not worth troubling the police about. Fully 
81% were aware of vandalism occurring in their neighbourhood, 
with the most frequent target being street signs. 
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The most frequently mentioned group in connection with 
attempts to curb vandalism was parents (27%), followed by police 
(20%) and schools (19%). Yet 40% of the sample felt education 
programs by the police and the Department of Parks and Recre
ation would be the most effective way of reducing vandalism in 
Nepean. Parental discipline was only mentioned by 14% of the 
respondents. 

The reader should recall that these data come from a 
small percentage of the total sample and it is not unreasonable 
to expect that these respondents are the members of the public 
most concerned about vandalism. If it were possible to take a 
more random sample of people living in the area, the results 
might well be quite different. 

( 3) OTHER RE SEARCH 

An extensive survey of the public was carried out in 
Britain (Research Bureau Limited, 1977). Seven hundred 
residents were asked about the question of vandalism. They were 
asked what the most serious problems facing the nation were and 
they responded in the following way: 

Cost of living 
Unemployment 
Strikes 
Violence 
Vandalism 
Education 
Racial problems 
pollution 
Health Service 
Pensions 

% 

76 
61 
38 
28 
26 
15 
12 
12 
11 
10 

Although vandalism ranks fifth, it is worth noting 
that people see it as a more serious problem than education, 
race or pollution. When asked what they meant by vandalism, 
re.spondents mentioned damage to public property most frequently. 
They were also given a list of actions and asked to check those 
which they believed to be acts of vandalism. The more obvious 
acts -- such as breaking glass, damaging phone booths and 
writing obscene graffiti -- received high percentages of agree-
ment (80 - 95% range). 
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However, other, less obvious activities were also seen 
as vandalism -- for example, knocking over dustbins (60%) 
littering (24%), letting dogs foul the pavement (29%), pinchin~ 
fruit from a garden or orchard (21%). The subjects in this 
study seemed to be lumping various minor violations within the 
category of vandalism. It appeared that this heading was 
understood to refer to low-level lawlessness in generala If 
this is the case, then we must view the results with somewhat 
more caution, for many of the acts described above (e.g. steal
ing fruit) do not fit most definitions of vandalism. As the 
authors of this report note: "The term vandalism seems to have 
more serious connotations than damage to property" (p. iv). 

Respondents were also asked to choose from a list the 
acts of vandalism that would be of most concern to them. Damage 
to public telephones was the most frequently selected act in 
this category, and this form of vandalism was regarded as "a 
really serious offence" by 87% of the sample. 

Fully 90% of the people interviewed thought vandalism 
had been getting worse over the last five years. This figure is 
somewhat higher than the percentage in Ontario that believe 
vandalism is getting worse (approximately 2/3 as will be seen 
later). Generally speaking, however, the data we have gathered 
and read about indicate that the Canadian public hold similar 
beliefs to those reflected in the British study, although there 
does seem to be somewhat less conce:cn here. This is not sur
prising; certain forms of British vandalism -- such as that 
associated with soccer violence -- are non-existent here. 

(B) THE PRESENT RESEARCH 

(1) TORONTO: PUBLIC SURVEYS 

(a) First Wave 

In the initial survey 200 questionnaires were sent by 
mail to a sample of names drawn randomly from the Toronto 
telephone directory. One name was selected from approximately 
every 20th page in the 2000 page volume. This technique has the 
usual drawbacks associated with telephone directory derived 
surveys, namely that those without telephones, those paying for 
an unlisted number and those who have recently moved are 
naturally excluded. Of the 200 sent, 65 were returned completed 
and a further 20 came back "Return to Sender" for a successful 
completion rate of 36%. 
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(b) Second Wave 

Two weeks later a further 90 questionnaires were sent 
out. Since there had been some pUblicity about the topic of 
vandalism between the two waves, the two surveys were initially 
analyzed separately. Of the 90 sent, 31 were returned completed 
while a further 15 were "Returned to Sender" for a completion 
rate of 41%. 

(c) Results 

Whe~ the questions were analyzed they generated 
patterns of responses very similar to the first wave. Formal 
comparisons were then run on the items. On all analyses com
paring the 2 samples no significant differences were found (all 
F ratios smaller than 1). Any publicity generated during the 
interwave period had not affected respondents' perceptions 
significantly. Thus the data from the 2 samples can be combined, 
generating a sample of 96 individuals and a completed response 
rate of 37%. (See Appendix A) 

At this point the reader should be made aware of the 
deficiencies associated with mail surveys in general and this 
one in particular. The major problem concerns representative
ness. Even if we had been able to contact all our potential 
subjects and had achieved a return rate of 100% it would be hard 
to generalize from these data to the whole city of Toronto. A 
response rate of 41% is not unusual in this kind of research but 
the reader should bear in mind that six out of ten respondents, 
for reasons which we shall never know, failed to return the 
questionnaire. 'The results we shall present, then, can give US 
a sense of how the community reacts to vandalism but should not 
be interpreted as scientifically representative of the residents 
of Toronto. 

The first question we looked at was the proportion of 
our sample who had been victims of some form of vandalism within 
the previous year. Fully 37.5% reported such victimization. 
Since we did not probe any further we cannot say what kinds of 
vandalism these people had been subjected to. However, we do 
know that this variable did not affect responses to the other 
items we will be discussing below. That is to saY7 respondents' 
answers were unaffected by whether they had been vandalized or 
not. 

In response to the question, "Is vandalism a serious 
problem in your community?", the most frequent response (4507%) 
was, "Yes, vandalism is a moderately serious problem." Only 17% 
described it as a very serious problem while 37% said vandalism 
was not a problem or only a minor one. 
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Our respondents perceived schools (44.8%) and homes 
(28.7%~ to be t~e most frequent targets of attacks. Almost 
two-thlrds (63.7%) of the sample identified 15 - 20 year olds as 
the age group mo~t responsible. A similar percentage (67.4%) 
fel; thct ~andallsm had increased over the past 5 years; only 
3.3% felt lt had decreased and almost 30% (29.3) thought there 
had been no change. 

The next question asked whether an act of vandalism 
was more or less serious than a theft amounting to the same 
los~. Our res~ondents seemed to feel the vandalism was more 
ser:ous (43.8%) or equally serious (49%). When asked how 
serlOUS they thought it was to commit an act of vandalism our 
~ub?ects ~ere" give~. three categories: "Somewhat seri;us", 
9u1te serlOUS and Very serious". Five per cent chose the 

flrst c~t~gory, 31% the second and 64% the third. These figures 
wer~ slmllar when respondents were asked about stealing an 
artlcle from a store. 

When asked about the probability of apprehension most 
pe~ple thought the chances of getting caught were slim. ' Only 
10% thought an offender would "probably or definitely get 
caught" whereas 59% thought there was a small chance and 28% a 
5?-50 chance. These probabilities were not significantly 
dlfferent when people were asked about theft from a store. 

Turning to the treatment of offenders by the judicial 
system, over 2/3 of the sample (73%) believed the courts to be 
not harsh enough while a quarter felt they were too harsh. They 
were then asked about the most appropriate penalty for a first 
off~nce. The mo~t popular prescription (26%) was a fine plus a 
perlod of com~nlty work. The options, and the percentage of 
people supportlng each one, are presented in Table 1. 

Table 1 

MOST APPROPRIATE PENALTY FOR FIRST OFFENCE 

Penalty 

Warning 
Probation 
Small Fine 

Percentage of respondents 
in favour 

Fine to cover cost of damage (restitution) 
Fine plus additional penalty 
Period of community work 

6 
9 
1 

20 
26 

7 
27 

3 

Fine plus community work 
Detention 
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It should be noted here that people in Canada and the 
United States, especially those living in large urban centres, 
tend to share the beliefs that a) crime is on the increase and 
b) the courts are insufficiently harsh towards offenders. These 
attitudes emerge whenever surveys are taken relating to .crime. 
Survey results have arrived at these results for some tlme and 
the finding seems to be part of a general social attitude rather 
than a response to specific offences or specific jurisdictions. 
Results relating to vandalism items should be viewed with this 

background in mind. 

Three-quarters of the sample felt that parents should 
be held financially responsible for any acts of vandalism 
committed by their children. They 'i~er<~ then asked what they 
thought was the best way to prevent vandalism, and their 
responses fell out in the following fashion (see Table 2). 

Table 2 

MOST EFFECTIVE WAY OF PREVENTING VANDALISM 

Solution 

Stricter parental supervision 
Increased policing 
Keep youth busy 
Increase penalties 
Restitution 
Other 
Don't know 

(2) TORONTO: TELEPHONE SURVEY 

Percentage in favour 

21 
12 

9 
26 

6 
24 

3 

Since the response rate was low with Toronto mail 
questionnaires, 100 telephone interviews were conducted. The 
sample was once again drawn from the Toronto telephone directo
ry: 200 numbers were picked in the same manner as before. 
Interviews were conducted primarily in the evening but also in 
the early afternoon if the former time produced no result. 
Table 3 reveals the breakdown of reasons for failing to contact 
respondents. As one can see, the actual refusal rate is very 
low (7%). Technical and language problems accounted for most 
failures to complete an interview. 
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Table 3 

TELEPHONE INTERVIEWS (TORONTO) 
REASONS FOR FAILING TO COMPLETE INTERVIEW 

It of cases % of original 

Original sample 200 100% 

Blank refusal 14 7 
Language problems 12 6 
Number no longer in service 26 13 
Busy after 4 callbacks 16 8 
No answer after 4 callbacks 20 10 
Other 12 6 

Completed 100 50 

sample 

If a person was not reached after four callbacks the 
interviewer went on to another number. Random digit dialing was 
not used on account of the large proportion of commercial list
ings in the directory. Once a contact was made the interviewer 
conducted the interview with whoever was on the line. 

Results 

Of the total sample 57% were female, 43% male. In 
response to the question of whether they had been vandalized 
within the past year, an overwhelming majority said no (80%). 
Nineteen percent had been victims and one person was not sure. 
Over half (11/20) of those vandalized had reported the incident 
to the police. 

The question tapping perceptions of the seriousness of 
vandalism produced the following results. Respondents were 
asked: "How would you describe the issue of vandalism in your 
community?" Eleven percent described vandalism as "a very 
serious problem". Twenty-six percent chose "moderately 
serious"; the most frequent option (37%) was "only a minor 
problem" while 23% said vandalism was "no problem at all" in 
their community. Three percent did not know what to answer. 

With respect to a theft of ·equal value, respondents 
were inclined to regard vandalism as more serious. Approximate
ly half considered the two offences to be of equal seriousness. 

Parallel with the mail survey data, a majority of 
people (61%) asked over the telephone thought the courts were 
not harsh enough towards individuals convicted of vandalism 
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offences. Seventeen percent thought the courts were harsh 
enough to offenders, while 21% did not know what to respond. 

Responses to the question asking about the most 
appropriate penalty for first offenders generated the following 

table (see Table 4). 

Table 4 

MOST APPROPRIATE PENALTY FOR FIRST 
OFFENDER (TELEPHONE RESPONSES N = 100) 

Penalty /1 in favour 

Harder Laws 1 

Jail 
14 

Probation 7 

Restitution and fine 36 

Community Work 2 

Warning 7 

Other 15 

Don't know 18 
100 --

Once again the option of a fine in addition to resti

tution was the most popular penalty. 

In Table 5 one can get the response to the question 
"what is the most effective way to prevent vandalism?" 

Table 5 

MOST EFFECTIVE WAY TO PREVENT 
VANDALISM 

Method 
If in favour 

Stricter parental supervision 
Increased policing 
Keep youth busy 
Increase penalties 
Restitution 
Warning 
Other 
Don't know 
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22 
18 
11 

9 
3 
2 

19 
16 

100 

I; 

~ 

As with the mail survey, people seem to feel that 
parents of offenders should play a major role in any attempts to 
reduce the incidence of vandalism. 

Only 19 of the 100 respondents in the telephone survey 
had been victims of vandalism within the previous year. This is 
lower than 37.5% rate reported in the mail survey. Of these 19, 
11 reported the incident to the police, only 2 made an insurance 
claim and 6 took no action at all. Victimization did not relate 
in any significant way to responses on other questions, confirm
ing a finding in the mail survey and suggesting, perhaps, that 
many of the incidents recalled by the respondents were not of 
sufficient severity to influence their attitudes towards vandal
ism as an offence or as a social problem. 

(3) SMALLER ONTARIO COMMUNITIES 

The same telephone questionnaire (plus an additional 
question relating to action taken following a vandalism episode) 
was used in the towns of Belleville, Cochrane~ Timmins and 
Cobalt. Fifty respondents were contacted in Belleville and a 
further fifty from the last three towns for a total of 100. No 
significant differences emerged when the two groups were 
analyzed separately and so the data were combined and the 
results presented below are from the combined sample of 100 
people. 

High response rates were achieved in all communities. 
Table 6 shows the breakdown of dialled contacts (all four towns 
combined). 

Table 6 

TELEPHONE INTERVIEWS (ONTARIO) 

Original sample 

Blank refusals 
Language problems 
Number no longer in service 
No answer/busy after 4 call back 

Completed 

If of cases 

180 

7 
11 
12 
50 

100 

% of sample 

100% 

3.8 
6.1 
6.6 

27.7 

55.5 

Thus fully 85% of those actually reached agreed to 
participate in the study. The same contact technique used in 
the Toronto telephone survey was used again. We can be fairly 
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sure then that people were not self-selecting themselves into or 
out of the study (the most common problem with other kinds of 
surveys) except to the extent that they were unreachable. 

Results 

A greater proportion (69%) of females formed this 
sample, although the telephoning had been carried out at the 
same time of day. Fourteen percent had been vandalized within 
the previous year. Of those who had been victims of some form 
of vandalism, nine reported the incident to the poliee while the 
other five took no action. 

When asked about the seriousness of vandalism in their 
communities, respondents generally thought it was a serious 
problem: 42% described the problem as moderately serious, or 
very serious (14%), while 41% used the options "minor problem" 
or "no problem". The rest gave no response to this particular 
question. 

Once more in keeping with the Toronto survey data, the 
vast majority of people thought an act of vandalism was "some
what more serious" or "equally serious" as compared to a theft 
of equal value. The former option was chosen by 42% and the 
latter by 45%. Only 11% thought an act of vandalism was 
somewhat less serious an offence. 

Almost two-thirds believed the courts were insuf
ficiently harsh towards convicted vandals, 21% thought the 
courts were severe enough. 

Table 7 presents the penalties chosen by this sample 
as being most appropriate to first offenders. 

Table 7 

MOST APPROPRIATE PENALTY FOR FIRST OFFENDERS 

Penalty 

Jail 
Probation 
Restitution plus fine 
Community work 
Warning 
Other 
Don't know 
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% in favour 

8 
8 

44 
3 
5 

12 
20 

100 

The restitution plus fine option was clearly the most 
popular one. 

Table 8 presents responses to the question, "What do 
you think. is the most effective way of preventing vandalism?" 

Table 8 

MOST EFFECTIVE WAY TO PREVENT VANDALISM 

Method % in favour 

More penalties 
Stricter parents 
Increased policing 
Educational means 
Keep youth busy 
Don't know 

8 
23 

8 
20 

8 
33 

100 

Once again people seem to believe that the solution 
lies with the parents and the educational system rather than 
anything else. 

Whether a person had been a victim of vandalism was 
related (not surprisingly) to their perception of how serious 
the problem was in their community. A cross-tabulation of the 
two variables is presented in Table 9. 

Have you been 
a victim? 

Yes 

No 

Table 9 

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN VICTIMIZATION 
AND PERCEPTION OF SERIOUSNESS 

Is the problem: 

Very serious Moderately Minor 

5 4 4 

9 38 25 

* missing responses - 3% 
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No problem 

a 
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Using a Chi-square statistic this relationship is re
liable at the .03 level (X2 = 8.41, d.f. = 3.), meaning that 
there are only 3 chances in 100 that the relationship could have 
emerged by chance. This was the first time in these surveys 
that victimization was related to responses to one of the 
attitude scales. 

(4) ATTITUDES TO VANDALISM IN LONDON, ONTARIO 

In addition to the public surveys conducted by mail 
and telephone, the Task Force was able to sample public opinion 
in another, more technologically advanced manner. On November 
19, the Chairman of the Task Force and two other members 
participated in a live two-way television programme in London, 
Ontario. 

Cablecast (a subsidiary of Maclean Hunter) is a cable 
TV company in London that has equipped 250 of its subscribers 
with equipment by which they can respond to questi.ons asked on
air. Thus Cablecast can get an instant reading of subscribers' 
reactions. Questions similar to those asked in the mail and 
phone surveys were used on the air, and viewers' respons es were 
tabulated to compare with previous findings. One advantage of 
this system is that it enables the researcher to give feedback 
to the public, after which attitudes can once again be measured. 

A letter was sent to each of the 250 participants in 
the cablecast system, describing the Task Force and encouraging 
people to tune in to the program. Of this total 140 actually 
participated. The following results are based upon a sample 
size of 140 which is 56% of the original 250. 

Results 

Presumably those people who were most interested in 
the problem tuned into the show. In any event viewers did 
indicate more concern with vandalism than previous surveys (71% 
said that vandalism was a very serious or moderately serious 
problem in their community). They saw schools as the most 
frequent targets of vandalism (as did the public in the mail 
surveys). In addition the majority (60%) felt the 13 - 16 age 
group were most responsible for acts of vandalism: this is an 
accurate perception. 

Only 35% felt that vandalism had increased; the most 
popular response (46%) was that it had remained the same. This 
contrasts with previous surveys and appears to be closer to the 
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truth than those earlie~ estimates. The London viewers did 
agree with Toronto (and other) respondents that an act of 
vandalism was more serious than a theft amounting to the same 
financial loss. 

"Should 
Viewers were then asked the following question: 

young persons convicted of vandalism more than once be 
jailed?" 

1) Yes, in all cases 
2) Yes, in most cases 
3) Only in unusual cases 
4) No 

% Choosing each option 

9 
36 
49 

6 

Having responded, the viewers were presented with a 
~iscussion.of the question, during which reasons for and against 
lncarceratl0n were raised. They were then asked to answer the 
question again, "after considering these points ••• " On the 
second occasion the question produced this distribution of 
responses: 

% Choosing each option 

1) Yes, in all cases 9 
2) Yes, in most cases 22 
3) Only in unusual cases 63 
4) No 4 

There is a definite shift of opinion: whereas 
previously 45% favoured incarceration in most or all cases, 31% 
now selected one of these two options. 

This strategy was adopted with a second question 
~elating to parental responsibility. Viewers were asked whether 
parents should have to pay for vandalism by their children". 

They responded in the following eanner: 

% Choosing each option 

1) Yes, in all cases 21 
2) Yes, in most cases 32 
3) Only in unusual cases 34 4) No 13 

Following the on-camera discussion about this issue, 
the responses assumed the following form: 
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% Choosing each option 

1) Yes, in all cases 18 
2) Yes, in most cases 20 
3) Only in unusual cases 46 
4) No 16 

As one can see there was a shift away from holding 
parents responsible (47% compared to 62% choosing 7he latter t~o 
options) a move toward the position advocated by dlscussants ln 
the 4 minute discussion period. 

Since we do not have data on individuals in the system 
we cannot be absolutely sure that there was a shift in opinion; 
it is however reasonable to assume one. Because this was a 
small scale show in terms of the number of people participating, 
and because the respondents were not very representative of the 
general population, it is hard to draw firm, generalizab~e 
conclusions. Nevertheless it does strongly suggest that publlC 
attitudes towards vandalism are not as inflexible as one might 
have thought, and that these attitudes can be changed by 
informed discussions about the issue. 

(5) CROSS COMMUNITY COMPARISONS 

In order to see whether attitudes towards vandalism 
vary over different communities, we will now present in table 
form comparisons among the samples. The Toronto telepho~e 
survey is compared with data gathered from the smaller OntarlO 
towns and the London TV survey. 

We will begin with the question relating to the 
seriousness of vandalism: 
Q. Is vandalism a serious problem in your community? 

Very Moderately Minor No 
Location serious serious problem problem 

Toronto 11 26 37 23 
Small towns 14 42 29 12 
London 35 36 28 1 

NOTE: rows do not add exactly to 100 on account of "don't know" 
responses. 

The fact that London residents vie'w the problem as 
more serious probably just reflects the fact that a more 
self-selected sample of people responded to the survey. Of all 
the samples drawn in this project the London one was the most 
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unrepresentative. The other communities are quite similar in 
their outlook. 

The next question relates to the comparison between an 
act of vandalism and a theft of equal value. 
Q. In comparison to a $100 theft, do you think that an act of 

wilful destruction amounting to the same cost is: 

Somewhat Somewhat 
Location more serious Same less serious 

To:conto 30 54 12 
Small towns 42 45 11 
London 34 51 15 

Although there is some variation across communities, 
people everywhere are more inclined to view vandalism as more 
serious than a theft of equal value. 

Q. Do you think the courts are too harsh towards people 
convicted of vandalism offences? 

Location 

Toronto 
Small towns 
London 

Too harsh 

1 
o 

Not asked 

About right 

17 
21 

Not harsh enough 

61 
64 

These data confirm national opinion polls which show 
great support for increasing the severity of court-imposed 
sanctions. 

Q. What is the best way of preventing vandalism? 

Solution 

More penalties 
Better parents 
More policing 
Keep kids busy 
Educational means 
Don't know 
Other 

Toronto 

9 
22 
18 
11 
19 
16 
5 

100 
--

Location 

Small 

6 
23 
8 
8 

20 
33 

2 
100 --

towns 

Q. What is the appropriate penalty for a first time offender? 
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Penalty 

Jail 
Probation 
Restitution and fine 
Community work 
Warning 
Other 

(6) CONCLUSIONS 

Toronto 

14 
7 

36 
2 
7 

34 
100 --

Location 

Small towns 

8 
8 

44 
3 
5 

32 
100 --

It appears then that the public in Ontario regard 
vandalism as a serious social problem. Respondents to our 
surveys saw vandalism as increasing over the past few years, and 
the majority also felt that the judicial system was too lenient 
towards offenders convicted of vandalism offences. There was 
also substantial support for parental liability for acts of 
vandalism committed by their children. Restitution plus a fine 
was the most popular penalty for first offenders. There was 
some indication, from the two-way cable t.v. study, that 
attitudes towards these issues may be less deeply-held than at 
first thought: when provided with new information people's 
opinions shift significantly. Finally, there seems to be 
consistency across Ontario in public attitudes to vandalism. 

324 

I 
I 

I 
~ 
" 

REFERENCES 

Nepean Police Force, Vandalism Awareness Program, City of 
Nepean, 1978. 

Research Bureau Limited. Vandalism Research: A survey of the 
general public. London, Central Office of Information, 1977. 

Stewart, S., Rawlinson, E., Letwin, M. and Stephenson, B. 
Attacks on Society ••• A study of Vandalism in Thunder Bay. City 
of Thunder Bay, 1978. 

325 



% Choosing 
each option 

17.0 

45.7 

30.9 

6.4 

44.8 

6.9 

9.2 

28.7 

10.3 

APPENDIX A 

Toronto Mail Survey Data 

Task Force on Vandalism 

1. Is vandalism a serious problem in your 
community? (circle one answer) 

a) Yes, it's a very serious problem 

b) It is a moderately serious problem 

c) It is only a minor problem 

d) It is no problem at all 

2. Which of the following is most often the 
target of vandals in your community? 

a) schools 

b) public transit systems 

c) parks 

d) private homes 

e) cars 

3. Which of the following age groups do you think 
is ~ responsible for acts of vandalism? 

33.0 a) 10-15 year olds 

63.7 b) 15-20 year olds 

3.3 c) 20-25 year olds 
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APPENDIX A (cont'd) 

% Choosing 
each option 

67.4 

3.3 

29.3 

43.8 

49.0 

7.3 

4. Over the past 5 years has the amount of 
vandalism: 

a) increased 

b) decreased 

c) remained about the same 

5. In comparison to a $100 theft, do you think 
that an act of wilful destruction amounting to 
the same cost is: 

a) somewhat more serious 

b) equally serious 

c) somewhat less serious 

For questions 6, 7 and 8 check off the box which best describes 
how serious you think these offences are: 

Somewhat Quite Very 
serious serious serious 

6. How serious do you think it is 
to commit an act of vandalism? 5.3 30.5 64.2 

7. How serious do you think it is 
to steal something from a store? 8.4 30.5 61.1 

8. How serious do you think it is 
to break into a house or store? 1.1 13.7 85.3 
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APPENDIX A (cont'd) 

For questions 9, 10 and 11 check which best describes the 
chances of getting caught. 

Would 
never get 
caught 

Small 
chance of 
getting 
caught 

Would 
probably 

50-50 get 
chance caught 

Would 
definitely 
get caught 

9. If a young person were to commit an act of vandalism, what 
do you think would be the chances of getting caught 

3.2 58.9 28.4 6.3 3.2 

10. If a young person were to steal something from a store, 
what do you think would be the chances of getting caught? 

o 27.4 53.7 17.9 1.1 

11., If a young person were to break into a house or store, what 
do you think would be the chances of getting caught? 

% Choosing 
each option 

35~1 

21.4 

18.1 

17.0 

2.1 

6.3 

2.1 26.3 46.3 20.0 5.3 

12. Roughly what percentage of all juveniles do 
you think commit acts of vandalism at one time 
or another? (please circle one) 

a) 0-20% 

b) 21-40% 

c) 41-60% 

d) 61-80% 

e) 81-100% 

f) don't know 
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% Choosing 
each option 

2.2 

25.3 

6.3 

9.4 

1.0 

19.8 

26.0 

7.3 

27.1 

13. 

APPENDIX A (cont'd) 

Do you think the courts are too harsh towards 
people convicted of vandalism offences, not 
harsh enough, or about right? 

a) too harsh 

b) not harsh enough 

c) about right 

14. Which of the following do you think is the 
most appropriate penalty for a young person 
convicted for the first time of an act of 
vandalism? 

a) a warning 

b) a period of probation 

c) a small fine 

d) a fine equal to the value of the damage 

e) a fine to cover costs plus an additional 
penalty 

f) a period of community work 

g) a fine plus a period of community work 

3.1 h) detention of the offender 

15. Do you think parents should generally be held 
financially responsible for any acts of 
vandalism for their children? 

76.6 a) Yes 

23.4 b) No 
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% Choosing 
each option 
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APPENDIX A (cont'd) 

16. What do you think is the most effective way of 
preventing vandalism? 

20.8 1) Stricter parental supervision 

11.7 2) Increased policing 

26.0 

24.7 

2.6 

5.2 

3) Keep youth busy 

4) Increase penalties 

5) Other 

6) Don't know 

7) Restitution 

17. Check off the statement below which you agree 
with the most: 

8.5 People who break the law are almost always 
caught and punished 

63.8 People who break the law are sometimes caught 
and punished 

25.5 People who break the law are seldom caught and 
punished 

2.1 People who break the law are almost never 
caught and punished 

37.5 

62.5 

18. Has any property belonging to you or (your 
family) been vandalised within the past 12 
months? 

Yes 

No 
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One of the aims of the Task Force was to try to 
estimate whether vandalism costs in the community are 
increasing. One source of such information (largely for the 
private sector) is the cost to insurers of damage to property 
attributed to vandalism. 

Since insurance companies do not keep specific records 
for payments made on vandalism claims, any attempt to assess 
trends in vandalism will necessarily be tentative. We are pri
marily concerned with one question: has vandalism increased in 
Ontario during recent years? In order to answer this question 
we have grappled with various kinds of data, in the hope of 
converging upon a general conclusion. Where we have been in 
doubt as to the meaning of a set of data we have deliberately 
not included it in this brief report. 

For example, wilful destruction of property by fire 
could be considered vandalism. Such incidents could be a major 
source of insurance claims. The Insurance Bureau of Canada 
appears to place all fire losses in a category separate from 
vandalism. Vandalism itself shares a category with Glass and 
Smoke damage claims. Thus in this report all references to 
vandalism are, in fact, references to vandalism, smoke and glass 
damage claims. The figures we present here are drawn from the 
Insurance Bureau of Canada Personal Lines Statistical Exhibits: 
1979 and we gratefully acknowledge the aid of the Insurance 
Bureau of Canada in culling these statistics from this source. 

The reader should remember that these data were 
collected by the Insurance Bureau of Canada for reasons quite 
different from our own. Hence it is not a criticism of the 
Insurance Bureau that in many ways their data are not ideal for 
our purposes. 

Since the number of insurance policies is obviously 
related to any statistics reflecting losses, Table 1 and Table 2 
present the number of policies over the last few years, for 
three Ontario Regions. As one can see, the figures, especially 
for total number of policies, are quite stable over time. 

It also should be noted that the number and proportion 
of policies with deductible amounts have increased (Table 3). 
The implications of this increase for the other comparisons in 
this report are not clear. 
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Southern 
Ontario 

Northern 
Ontario 

North-west 
Ontario 

Total 
Ontario 

Southern 
Ontario 

Northern 
Ontario 

North-west 
Ontario 

Total 
Ontario 

Table 1 

NUMBER OF POLICIES BY YEAR: ONTARIO REGIONS 

1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 

2,152,108 2,140,9-35 2,091,666 2,026,331 2~003,193 

139,406 135,784 124,291 113,239 107,703 

76,808 75,062 71,341 69,506 68,673 

2,368,322 2,351,781 2,287,298 2,209,076 2,179,569 

Table 2 

POLICIES WITH DEDUCTIBLES: ONTARIO REGIONS 

1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 

604,027 1,157,355 1,569,000 1,659,193 1,718,523 

44,245 85,059 103,272 99,572 96,677 

30,967 52,530 65,226 65,003 64,722 

679,239 1,294,944 1,737,489 1,823,768 1,879,922 
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Table 3 

PROPORTION OF POLICIES WITH DEDUCTIBLES 

1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 

Southern 
Ontario .28 .54 .75 .81 .86 

Northern 
Ontario .32 .63 .83 .88 .90 

North-west 
Ontario .40 .70 .91 .93 .94 

Total 
Ontario .29 .55 .76 .82 .86 

Table 4 presents the number of incidents of vandalism 

claimed for the 5-year period (1974 - 1979). These data reveal 
a rather different pattern: they are less stable than the 
number of policies, and seem to reflect an increase over time. 
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Table 4 

NUMBER OF INCIDENTS OF VANDALISM CLAIMED (1974 - 1979): 
ONTARIO REGIONS 

1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 

Southern 
Ontario 3,921 3,898 4,517 4,832 4,497 6,040 

Northern 
Ontario 275 269 302 223 240 288 

North-west 
Ontario 167 152 130 131 120 136 

Total 
Province 4,363 4,346 4,949 5,186 4,857 6,464 

% change 
from pre-
vious year -1 14 5 -6 33 

Figure as 
a % of 
1974 level 9ge6 113.4 118.9 111.3 148.2 

From here it is a simple step to Table 5, which 
presents the number of incidents claimed divided by the number 
of policies ,per year. 

Table 5 

NUMBER OF VANDALISM INCIDENTS PER 1000 
ONTARIO, 1974 - 1978 

1974 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 

335 

1.84 
1.84 
2.16 
2.34 
2.22 



These data seem to show an increase, to some degree at 
least over the 5 year period. This conclusion is supported by 
Table'6, which presents dollar losses due to vandalism over the 
5 year period. 

Table 6 

INCURRED LOSS DUE TO VANDALISM~ 
ONTARIO REGIONS: (1974 - 1,979) 

1974 1975 1976 

Southern 
Ontario $1,393,391 $1,782,442 $2,072,224 

Northern 
Ontario 76,1+30 119,954 116,558 

North-west 
Ontario 55,809 93,795 44,705 

Total 
Ontario $1,525,630 $1,996,191 $2,233,487 

% change from 
previous year 31 12 

1977 1978 1979 

Southern 
Ontario $2,690,460 $3,055,967 $3,334,259 

Northern 
Ontario 124,509 131,562 126,431 

North-west 
Ontario 42,992 51,104 62,123 

Total 
Ontario $2,857,961 $3,238,633 $3,532,813 

% change from 
previous year 28 13 9 
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Table 7 

DOLLAR COSTS OF VANDALISM PER POLICY 
ONTARIO, 1974 - 1979 

1974 64.4

t 1975 84.9 
1976 97.6 
1977 $1.29 
1978 $1.49 

Although there is a considerable increase from 1974 
through 1979 in the total dollar amount and in the amount per 
policy the reader must bear in mind that these figures are not 
corrected for inflation, which may account for a considerable 
proportion of the increase. 

Another way of approaching the problem is to see 
whether vandalism is increasing relative to other kinds of 
insurance claims. Table 8 presents vandalism costs as a 
percentage of total insurance losses from 1974 - 1979. 

Table 8 

VANDALISM (GLASS AND SMOKE DAMAGE INCLUDED) COSTS AS A % 
OF TOTAL LOSSES: ALL POLICIES SOUTHERN ONTARIO 1974 - 1979 

1974 3.5 
1975 3.5 
1976 3.4 
1977 4.1 
1978 4.3 
1979 5.4 

These data seem to reflect an increase in the relative 
amount of vandalism over time. 

Variation across various Ontario urban centres can be 
seen in Table 9. Once again, there does not seem to be much 
systematic increase, nor is there a great deal of variability 
from city to city. 
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Table 9 

VANDALISM COSTS AS % OF TOTAL INCURRED LOSSES: PRINCIPAL 
SOUTHERN ONTARIO CITIES, HOMEOWNERS POLICIES, STANDARD FORM 

1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 

Toronto 5 6 4 5 5 
Hamilton 3 4 5 5 5 
Ottawa 5 4 7 6 6 
Windsor 4 4 6 6 6 
Niagara 3 4 5 4 3 

Tables 10 through 17 approach the problem in a more 
comprehensive way. They present percentage losses - both of 
dollars and numbers - due to s·"lokE:.) glass, vandalism for all the 
major kinds of insurance policies. For instance, Table 10 
presents the percentage of dollar losses attributed to this 
cause for homeowners policies over a five year period. 

The Ontario Statistics - with which we are most 
concerned - do not reveal an increase, dramatic or otherwise, 
across the five years. All the years after 1976, for example, 
have lower rates than those that precede this yeaI'. Moreover, 
the Ontario figures do not seem to be significantly higher than 
the national average, although nor are they lcwer. If anything, 
these data seem to reflect fluctuations over time that do not 
conform to any linear trend. Winnipeg, for example, (in Table 
10) went from almost five percent loss due to vandalism/smoke/ 
glass in 1974 to just over two percent the following year. 
Likewise for the whole province of Manitoba the 1979 figure 
(2.2%) is only slightly more than half that of the 1974 rating 
(4.0%). Indeed, the national data (Table 10, last line) reveal 
a dropping off such that the last three years of the six-year 
period are 25% less than the first three. 

One additional point about Tables 10 - 17 is worth 
noting. Frequently the loss attributed to this cause is listed 
in the original documentation we received as "less than 1%". 
When we encountered entries to this effect (and there were many) 
we estimated the. figure to be .9% 0 Clearly this leads to an 
inflation of the true amounts and the reader should bear this in 
mind in conjunction with the fact that all these figures 
represent more than just damage due to the vandalism alone. 
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Table 10 

% OF INCURRED LOSS AMOUNTS ATTRIBUTED TO VANDALISM, GLASS & 
SMOKE: HOMEOWNERS STANDARD AND BROADFORM CO~~INED, 1974 1979 

1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 

Metropolitan Toronto 4.0 4.9 3.1 3.9 3.3 3.0 

Southern Ontario 4.0 4.0 3.0 4.0 4.1 3.0 

Northern Ontario 3.0* 4.0 309 3.0 3.0 2.0 

North Western Ontario 3.0 6.0 1.9* 2.2 2.1 2.0 

Quebec 4.0 3.0 3.1 3.0 3.0 3.0 

Winnipeg 4.9 2.1 2.2 2.9* 1.0* 3.0 

Manitoba 4.0 2.0 2.2 2.8* 1.0 2.2 
Calgary 5.0 4.0 4.3 4.4 3.8 3.0 

Alberta 4.4 3.5 3.5 4.2 2.7 3.8 

Vancouver 2.9 2.3 2.8 3.2 2.0 2.1 

British Columbia 3.1 3.1 2.9 3.1 2.0 2.1 

Canada 4.0 3.9 3.0 3.1 3.0 3.0 

* One category estimated as 09% when loss amounts to less than 1 per cent of total. 
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Table 11 

% OF INCURRED LOSS AMOUNTS ATTRIBUTED TO VANDALISM, GLASS AND 
SMOKE: HOUSEHOLDERS POLICIES, DWELLINGS UP TO 6 FAMILIES AND 

APARTMENTS COMBINED, 1974 - 1979 

1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 

Metropolitan Toronto 2.6* 2.0 1.0* 1.0 1.9 103 

Southern Ontario 1.9 1.9 2.9 2.0 1.9 1.0 

Northern Ontario 1.0* 2.0* 2.9* 1.9* .9* .9* 

North Western Ontario .9* .9* .9* .9* .9* .9* 

Quebec 1.8 1.0 1.3 1.9* 1.0 1.0 

Winnipeg 1.8* 3.3 .9* .9* .9* 2.7* 

Manitoba 1.8* 2.3 .9* 1.0* .9* 2.8* 

Calgary .9* .9* .9* .9* .9* .9* 

Alberta .9* .9* .9* 3.9* .9* .9* 

Vancouver .9* 1.0* 1.0* .9* .9* .9* 

British Columbia .9* 1.0* 1.0* .9* .9* .9 

Canada 1.9 1.9 1.3 1.9 1.9 1.0 

* One category estimated as .9% when loss amounts to less than 1 
per cent of total. 

340 

Table 12 

% OF INCURRED LOSS AMOUNTS ATTRIBUTED TO VANDALISM, GLASS AND 
SMOKE: FIRE AND FIRE WITH EXTENDED COVERAGE POLICIES, BUILDINGS 

AND CONTENTS COMBINED, 1974 - 1979 

1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 

Metropolitan Toronto 4.1 5.0 2.0 3.1 3.0 4.0 

Southern Ontario 3.0 3.9 3.1 3.1 3.0 3.9 

Northern Ontario 2.0 2.2 2.0 1.0 1.1 2.1 

North Western Ontario 3.7 3.0 3.8 1.8* 1.0* 1.9 

Quebec 4.0 3.2 3.0 2.2 2.2 2.1 

Winnipeg 2.8* 5.8 1.9 4.1 1.0* 2.9 

Manitoba 2.9 4.7 1.9 4.0 1.0* 1.9 

Calgary 2.8 2.9 2.9* 5.9 8.9 5.9 

Alberta 2.0 2.0 3.0 3.8 4.8 4.0 

Vancouver 3.0 3.0 4.1 2.0* 4.9* 2.0* 

British Columbia 2.9 2.9 3.9 2.0 3.9 2.9* 

Canada 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 

* One category estimated as .9% when loss amounts to less than 1 
per cent of total. 
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Table 14 
Table 13 

% LOSSES DUE TO VANDALISM/SMOKE/GLASS: 
% OF INCURRED LOSS AMOUNTS ATTRIBUTED TO VANDALISM, GLASS AND HOMEOWNERS STANDARD AND BROADFORM COMBINED, 1974 1979 

SMOKE: TENANT'S PACKAGE APARTMENTS AND 1 - 6 FAMILY DWELLINGS, 
1974 - 1979 

1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 

1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 Metropolitan Toronto 5.0 6.0 3.9 5.0 5.1 3.9 

Metropolitan Toronto 1.4 1.2 1.3 1.7 1.0 1.3 Southern Ontario 5.0 5.0 4.9 5.9 5.0 7.5 

Southern Ontario 2.4 1.4 1.8 2.0 1.4 1.4 Northern Ontario 8.0* 7.0 6.1 8.0* 7.0* 7.0 

Northern Ontario 1.0 4.1 .9* 3.5 2.0 1.0* North Western Ontario 7.1 6.1 5.9 8.6 6.4 7.1 

North Western Ontario 17.2 4.3 3.8* .9* 2.8 1.0 Quebec 6.0 5.0 8.0 7.0 7.0 8.9 

Quebec 2.0 2.0 1.4 1.0 1.6 1.0 Winnipeg 7.8 5.0 5.0 6.0 2.0 5.9 

Winnipeg 2.3 l.0 2.2 1.0 .9* 1.5 Manitoba 7.9 6.0 6eO 6.0 2.0 6.0 

Manitoba 2.0 1.6 1.9 1.0 .9* 1.5 Calgary 11.0 13.0 11.5 13.0 13.0 10.3 

Calgary 1.0 1.6* 1.0 .9* .9* 2.0 Alberta 10.0 11.3 10.4 10.6 11.1 10.3 

Alberta 2.0 1.5 .9* .9* .9* 1.6* Vancouver 10.3 10.0 12.2 11.0 8.4 6.0 

Vancouver 1.0 1.6 1.0* 1.0* 1.0 1.0 British Columbia 11.6 13.7 15.8 12.9 9.1 8.1 

British Columbia l.0 1.0 .9* 1.0 1.0 1.0 Canada 7.0 7.0 6.9 7.9 7.0 6.9 

Canada 2.0 2.0 1.5 1.8 1.5 1.0 
* Category estimated as .9% when loss amounts to less than 1 per cent of total. 

* One category estimated as .9% when loss amounts to less than 1 
per cent of total. 
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Table 15 

% LOSSES DUE TO VANDALISM/SMOKE/GLASS: 
TENANT'S PACKAGE APARTMENT BUILDINGS AND FAMILY DWELLINGS, 

1974 - 1979 

1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 

Metropolitan Toronto 1.4 1.2 1.3 1.0 1.0 1.0 

Southern Ontario 2.4 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.4 

Northern Ontario 2.6 7.0 1.0 3.3 1.0 1.0 

North Western Ontario 7.7 4.5 2.3* 1.2 2.3 2.0 

Quebec 2.0 1.3 2.0 1.3 1.3 1.6 

Winnipeg 2.7 1.0 1.3 1.2 1.0* 1.0 

Manitoba 2.4 1.4 1.3 1.3 1.0* 1.9 

Calgary 1.5 1.4 1.6 1.0 .9* 1.0 

Alberta 3.1 1.5 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 

Vancouver 1.0 1.0 .9* 1.0 1.0 1.0 

British Columbia 1.0 1.0 LO 1.0 1.0 1.0 

Canada 2.0 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 

* Category estimated as ,,9% when loss amounts to less than 1 per 
cent of total. 
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Table 16 

% LOSSES DUE TO VANDALISM/SMOKE/GLASS: 
FIRE POLICIES WITH EXTENDED COVERAGE, 

BUILDINGS AND CONTENTS COMBINED: 1974 - 1979 

1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 

Metropolitan Toronto 5.0 6.0 3.2 5.2 5.0 

Southern Ontario 4.8 5.8 5.0 7.8 6.7 

Northern Ontario 6.0 4.6 4.8 4.5 6.1 

North Western Ontario 6.7 9.2 9.8 4.3* 3.5* 

Quebec 6.4 6.7 7.4 8.9 8.4 

Winnipeg 6.3 4.9 4.9 8.2 1.9* 

Manitoba 6.6 5.0 3.7 5.8 1.0 

Calgary 10.0* 9.1 3.9* 11.5 12.7 

Alberta 6.2 6.0 4.6 8.7 9.3 

Vancouver 10.3 5.9 11.4 11.2* 13.5 

British Columbia 8.9 6.8 11.4 13.9 14.0 

Canada 6.4 6.0 5.0 7.8 7.6 

1979 

4.0 

7.9 

3.4 

8.1 

9.8 

6.0 

5.0 

11.7 

8.6 

10.4* 

9.5 

8.9 

* Category estimated as .9% when loss amounts to less than 1 per 
cent of total. 
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Table 17 

% LOSSES DUE TO VANDALISM/SMOKE/GLASS: 
HOUSEHOLDERS POLICIES, DWELLINGS UP TO 6 FAMILIES 

AND APARTMENTS COMBINED, 1974 - 1979 

1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 

Metropolitan Toronto 1.7* 1.2 1.0 1.0 1.0* 2.3 

Southern Ontario 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.9 1.9 1.1 

Northern Ontario 1.8* 1.0* 2.9* 2.9* .9* .9* 

Ontario 2.0* .9* 3.9* .9* .9* .9* 
North Western 

1.9 2.0 2.3 1.9 2.0 2.0 
Quebec 

1.8 2.1 .9* .9* .9* .9* 
Winnipeg 

Manitoba 1.9* 2.0 .9* .9* .9* .9* 

.9* .9* .9* .9* .9* .9* 
Calgary 

.9* .9* ~9* .9* .9* .9* 
Alberta 

.9* .9* .9* .9* .9* .9* 
Vancouver 

British Columbia .9* .9* .9* .9* .9* .9 

Canada 1.9 2.0 1.2 1.9 1.9 1.0 

* Category estimated as .9% when loss amounts to less than 1 per 

cent of total. 
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The rest of these Tables (11 - 17) show a similar 
pattern: no real increases for any city or province. Table 11, 
for instance, shows 1979 losses to be approximately half those 
of 1974, for Metropolitan Toronto, Southern Ontario and Canada 
as a whole. The rest of the country's data for this table are 
frequently under 1 percent. 

Data for buildings (fire and fire with extended 
coverage, contents of premises included) show higher amounts but 
still seem to be under five percent on almost all readings. 
They also seem to be more stable: see by way of illustration 
the national percentages (last line Table 12). Once again 
Southern Ontario does not appear to be significantly higher than 
those national averages. 

Tables 14 through 17 present percentages of losses due 
to this category, a slightly different index of the damage 
caused by vandalism. The figures in these tables are somewhat 
higher -- if we compare the Canada data from Table 14 with the 
same country-wide figures from Table 8 we can see that they are 
over the 5% mark in the former but under in the latter. That is 
to suggest, not surprisingly, that vandalism accounts for a 
greater percentage of number of losses than it does for actual 
dollar amounts: vandalism claims, then, turn out to be, on the 
average, smaller than the average claim. 

Otherwise the data are similar in that they do not 
reflect any systematic increase over time. Metro Toronto (for 
homeowners and broad forms combined (Table 14)) statistics for 
1974 account for 5% of losses whereas in 1979 this figure is 
only 3.9. Southern Ontario as a whole shows an increase (5.0 in 
1974; 7.5 in 1979) but the intervening years, 1975 - 1978 are 
quite stable. 

Table 18 collapses even more categories in an attempt 
to simplify the data. For six locations it presents average 
loss amounts divided into two time periods and serves to under
line the impression gained from scanning Tables 13 through 17. 
There does not app~ar to be a systematic increase over time. In 
fact, five of the six show a slight decrease, the only exception 
being Calgary which rose from 2.3% in the first half of thi6 
six-year span to 3.0% in the second half. 
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Table 18 

AVERAGE % LOSS AMOUNTS, ALL POLICIES COMBINED 
(TABLES 8 - 11 ) DUE TO VANDALISM/SMOKE/GLASS 

1974 - 1976 1977 - 1979 Difference 

Metropolitan Toronto 2.7 2.4 

Southern Ontario 2.8 2.6 

Calgary 2.3 3.0 

Vancouver 2.0 1.8 

British Columbia 2.0 1.8 

Canada 2.5 2.3 

Table 19 

TORONTO % LOSS AMOUNTS COMPARED TO 
3 OTHER CANADIAN CITIES, 1974 - 1979 

# of times Toronto was: 

Less Same }10re 

Winnipeg 8 1 15 

Calgary 9 1 14 

Vancouver 3 2 19 

TOTAL 20 4 48 

-.3 

-.2 

+.7 

-.2 

-.2 

-.2 

Table 18 does show that Metropolitan Toronto (and 
Southern Ontario in general) had a slightly higher 0verall loss 
rate compared to the national average. The fo.lowing Tables 
(Tables 19 and 20) confirm this by comparing Toronto to other 
Canadian cities: Winnipeg, Calgary and Vancouver. All three 
usually have rates lower than Toronto but as the following t~ble 
shows these cities have more actual incidents than Metropo11tan 
Toronto. There could be many reasons why there are more 
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incidents but less damage in westerly locations. One could be 
that there are different reporting practices, people may report 
(and then claim) more trivial incidents in those areas. 
Alternatively vandalism may take a more benign form and manifest 
itself in less serious ways, such as occasional broken windows 
rather than more systematic destruction. 

Winnipeg 

Calgary 

Vancouver 

TOTAL 

Table 20 

TORONTO % LOSSES COMPARED TO 3 OTHER 
CANADIAN CITIES, 1974 - 1979, # OF INCIDENTS 

# of times Toronto was: 

Less Same More 

12 3 9 

15 .2 7 

12 2 10 

39 7 26 

CONCLUSIONS 

From this collection of diverse and occasionally con
flicting data several conclusions can be drawn. First of all we 
must acknowledge that any attempt to estimate the cost of 
vandalism to communities in Ontario is fraught with diffi
culties. The exact extent of wilful damage cannot be directly 
ascertained given the statistics available at the present time. 
The reasons for this have been covered elsewhere in the Task 
Force's final report and need not be repeated here. However, 
with regard to insurance data it is obvious that when vandalism 
costs are just a part of a larger category ("Glass, smoke, 
va.ndalism") any statements about their stability will be 
inferences rather than direct estimates. 

The major conclusion we have come to after examining 
the insurance data in our possession is that vandalism is not 
costing Ontario communities more now than it did five years ago. 
Although vandalism costs (in this instance, dollar amounts of 
payouts to vandalized policy-holders) are on the rise, this in
crease can easily be accounted for by increased costs associated 
with replacement materials. When compared to other insurance 
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categories such as theft or fire, vandalism costs seem to be 
quite stable and do not seem to be increasing as a proportion of 
insurance dollars paid out. 

There does appear to be a fair amount of regional 
variation, and occasionally some incident or series of incidents 
drives up the figure attributable to vandalism but usually the 
following year sees a return to a fairly stable figure. 

To r.eturn to the initial question of whether costs 
have increased substantially, we must say that the data we have 
examined, imperfect though they are, do not support the view 
that there has been a dramatic increase in vandalism costs over 
the past few years in the province of Ontario. 
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This study was designed to obtain some preliminary 
information from a limited sample of training school wards on 
their impressions and feelings about acts of vandalism they had 
committed. It was meant to supplement the data collected in the 
3chools on self-reported vandalism. 

The sample involved -- training school wards -- is 
obviously an extreme one in terms of the difficulties they have 
had in adjusting to the demands and restraints put on them by 
society. Thus in reading this report, it should always be 
remembered that the responses from this group are not in any way 
meant to be interpreted as being typical of vandals generally; 
instead this was meant to be a study of some of the more extreme 
cases involving vandalism. In addition, it should constantly be 
kept in mind that the study involved a very small sample. 

(1) METHOD 

In order to obtain subjects for the study, the 
interviewer examined the students' files at the training school 
for charges of wilful damage (mischief to private property under 
$50.00), mischief to private property, mischief to public 
property or references in the reasons for judgment to acts of 
vandalism making up a history of delinquent behaviour. The 
training school staff also referred students whb had been 
involved in vandalism. Because only a small sample was used, 
only males were interviewed. Thirteen students were asked to 
participate in the study. Of these, two refused after the 
purpose and procedure were explained to them. The eleven 
remaining subjects who made up the sample ranged in age from 13 
to 16 years. Five of the eleven students came from Metropolitan 
Toronto -- four of them from inner city areas, one from a 
suburb. The remaining six students in small towns in Southern 
Ontario. 

Nine of the students stated that they had been living 
at home prior to being sent to training school, while the 
remaini~g two came following placements in group homes. Eight 
students described their homes as two parent families. One 
described his home as a one parent family, his father having 
left home. Two students did not know the exact whereabouts of 
either parent -- one of these lived in a group home and one 
lived with his sister and her family. Seven students reported 
having more than two siblings, and one of the above had an aunt 
living with the immediate family as well. 

The wage earners in the students' families were 
employed in technical or unskilled jobs. Three of the eleven 
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students reported a situation where both parents workeds Four 
reported that one parent worked -- in two cases the working 
parent was the father and in the other two the wage earner was 
the mother. In two cases neither parent worked outside the 
home. Two of the students could provide no information 
regarding their parents' employment. 

Potential subjects accompanied the interviewer to a 
separate room in the cottage -- usually one of the students' 
bedrooms, or a spare bedroom, if one was available. Before 
beginning the interview, the purpose and procedure were ex
plained -- see the Appendix. If permission was obtained, the 
interview then took place. It consisted of several factual 
questions and several more open-ended questions. The interview 
schedule is reproduced in the Appendix. The interviews took 
approximately one half hour each -- or about ten more minutes 
than was estimated at the outset. Thus the introduction to the 
procedure was modified part way through the sample to account 
for this new information. The interviewer recorded the 
subjects' responses in writing. 

(2) RESULTS 

Altogether 40 acts of vandalism were reported. Of 
these, eleven of the acts were described by the subjects as 
being directed at public property, and twenty-nine as being 
directed at private property. Nine of the eleven subjects 
reported having performed mischief to public property while ten 
of the eleven reported having performed mischief to private 
property. In some of the students' minds the distinction 
between public and private property did not appear to be clear, 
and when asked to make it, did so on the basis of use rather 
than ownership, size or "institutional" quali ty. For example, 
one subject, when asked whether the property was public or 
private, had to reason it out -- "Don't really know -- it's on 
the exhibition grounds and when it's open you go in there 

. ht? I I ' rlg . ••• twas c osed then but I guess you could say it was 
public -- it was a restaurant." The same subject, in response 
to this question regarding another act of vandalism said "The 
CNR? Oh ya, the most private -- you're not supposed to'be on 
the tracks." This confusion of public and private property also 
manifested itself to some extent in terms of the issue of who 
pays for the damage. For example, when asked this question the 
~esponse with one exception (one subject identified the pay;r as 
the taxpayer") was "the C.N.E." or "the government", etc. 

rather than the public". The acts of vandalism reported ranged 
from relatively common incidents such as breaking windows (9 
acts, 5 subjects) and spraying paint (3 acts, 3 subjects) 
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through more severe acts such as damaging buildings (8 acts, 7 
subjects) and cars or trains (13 acts, 8 subjects). 

For 21 of the forty acts of vandalism reported, the 
subjects indicated that they had made a conscious choice of 
target. The reasons given included retaliation, gaining access 
to another desired object, use as a foil for break and enter, an 
attempt to "be like everybody else". One of the subjects was 
able to identify a reason for the vandalism although not for 
choice of a particular target -- " ••• I was just mad, felt like 
breaking something or hitting something." This particular 
student had just been involved in an altercation with a teacher 
when he did his act of vandalism. The reasons given are shown 

in Table I. 

Table I 

REASONS FOR CHOICE OF TARGET 

Reasons 

Retaliation 
Access to Desired Object 
Foil for Break & Enter 
Desire to conform 
Target accessible 
(includes dares, fun seeking, 
excitement) 

No. of acts 

8 
2 
2 
1 
8 

No. of subjects 

6 
1 
1 
1 
5 

Six of the subjects interviewed did not seem to see 
the crime of vandalism as particularly serious, although one 
subject related the seriousness of the crime to the amount of 

damage done. 

Several of the students reported doing significant 
damage (in terms of monetary value) to the property. Five 
subjects reported doing over $1,000 damage in at least one 
episode where vandalism occurred. These data are shown in Table 
2. Interestingly, the monetary amount of damages sometimes 
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Cost 

Under $50.00 
$50.00 - $500.00 
$500.00 - $1,000.00 
Over $1,000.00 
Unable to estimate 

Table 2 

MOST EXPENSIVE ACT 

No. of 3ubj ects 

o 
2 
1 
5 
3 

bore little relation to the value judgment put on the amount of 
damage done. For example, one student whose damage exceeded 
$1,000 did not feel that he had done a lot of damage although he 
conceded that" ••• it' s a lot of money to have 0" However there 
may have been a tendency to exaggerate the monetary value of the 
damage done because, as one student said, " ••• most of the time 
if it costs more, you feel more like a hero -- well not really a 
hero -- but if you go out and smash something like -- worth a 
nickel, you're not so hot as if you smash up something worth a 
few hundred." 

Four out of seven of the students tended to see the 
insurance company as bearing the cost of their acts, rather than 
the individuals involved. They did not seem to take the extra 
step to realize that the individual does eventually pay through 
higher insurance rates. Certainly most students (4 out of 5) 
seemed to stop at the government purse rather than taking the 
cost back to the taxpayer. 

The respondents gave a number of different reasons for 
having committed acts of vandalism. Two of the most common 
reasons were that they were angry at the time or that they were 
just bored and looking for something to do. A complete list of 
the reasons given is shown in Table 3. 

Most (75%) of the acts of vandalism were committed 
while the respondent was with others. Indeed, most (7) of the 
students said they would not h~ve committed vandalism had they 
been alone. The quality of the anger described also seemed to 
suggest a loss of control in some cases -- " ••• broke into the 
group home and tore the place apart." 
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Reason 

Anger 
Boredom 
Daring 
Drunk 
On the Run 

Table 3 

REASONS FOR VANDALISM 

No. of acts 

Acquisition of desired object 

12 
15 

4 
3 
3 
3 

No. of subj ects 

8 
9 
3 
3 
3 
2 

The majority (6 of 11) of the students described their 
home environment as being not strict, two of them describing 
theirs as moderately strict or "normal" and three describing 
theirs as strict. Rather than being uncaring for the most part, 
the parents were described as somewhat ineffectual -- "They were 
strict -- but I didn't listen to them," or "They're just like 
normal parents, I just don't listen to them -- they ground me, I 
go out the window." In some cases inconsistency between parents 
was revealed -- "Mother strict, she won't let me off with 
anything -- my Dad' 11 let me off with lots of stuff." 

Most of the respondents (9 of 11) reported spending at 
least a portion of their spare time "on the street", two of them 
describing a portion of their leisure activity as crime in some 
form. Six of them also mentioned sports among their activities, 
four noted that they did chores such as putting in flower beds 
or making bird houses, one stated that he spent some time on 
school work. Generally the students described their friends as 
providing an unsettling influence at best, as many of them were 
also in group homes, and a criminal influence at worst, as some 
of them were in jail. 

ThE vast majority (9 of 11) thought it was unlikely 
that someone doing vandalism would be caught. Two subjects 
admitted that they had just not thought about whether they would 
be caught or not. The majority seemed to feel that there was 
less chance of being caught for vandalism than for break and 
enter or for shoplifting. Some of the students expressed the 
feeling that "if you plan it for a long time, ~ chance you'll 
get caught ••• ," or "people get caught if they're stupid." 

When asked what they had thought would happen if they 
got caught, they gave a variety of responses. Five of the 
respondents indicated they had never really thought about the 
possibility. At the other extreme, four indicated that they had 
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anticipated being sent to training school if apprehended. On 
tbe other hand, one student who did not anticipate being sent to 
training school said, "If they told me I would go to training 
school, I wouldn't do it." 

Consequences 

No thought 
Restitution 
Fine 
Probation 
Removal from home 

Table 4 

ANTICIPATED CONSEQUENCES 

(includes jail, training school) 

No. of subjects 

5 
o 
3 
1 
4 

Most (9) of the students interviewed had some views 
regarding alternate methods of punishment or social control once 
vandals were caught. These ranged from closer supervision, 
through restitution, fines, community work programs and 
employment programs. Two students suggested short periods of 
incarceration in a detention centre as a "scare" tactic for the 
first offenders. One student thought training school was 
appropriate. The suggestions, with the number of people making 
each, are shown in Table 5. 

Table 5 

SUGGESTED ALTERNATE FORMS OF' DISPOSITION 

Disposition 

Restitution 
Fine 
Probation 
Community Work 
Employment Program 
Short period of Incarceration (Detention) 
Training School 

No. of subjects 

5 
3 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 

Most of the students expressed the feeling that they 
had been fairly dealt with by the courts in terms of being given 
many chances before being sent to training school, although some 
seemed to have difficulty reconciling their dispositions with 
others in similar situations. Some felt that the courts had 
actually been too lenient in not taking a firmer hand sooner. 
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(3) CONCLUSION 

In interpreting this study, it is important to keep 
two limitations in mind: the population that is being looked at 
in this study is an extreme one. Only a small proportion of 
vandals ever get caught, and only a very small proportion of 
those who are brought before the court for acts of vandalism (or 
for other offences, for that matter) eventually end up in 
training school. Hence, by any definition, the population from 
which this sample was drawn is an unusual one. The second 
consideration is that the sample is a very small one. It was 
meant to be a "pilot" study to give the Task Force some 
impressions of this extreme population; it should, therefore, be 
interpreted as such. 

With these limitations in mind, we can tentatively 
draw certain conclusions about this group of young people who 
have been involved in vandalism. In the first place, in con
trast with young people who have not been apprehended for acts 
of vandalism that they have committed, there seemed to be some 
indication here of the acts of vandalism being committed more in 
retaliation or in anger. Although the sample is really too 
small to draw any definite conclusions, it appears that this was 
a more common characterization of the act than in the Task 
Force's self-report surveys in the schools. 

However) in other ways, this extreme sample seemed 
similar to the "normal" population in the schools. Although 
most if not all of these young people had been apprehended 
previously by the police, even they did not see it as at all 
likely that a reasonably intelligent young person would be 
apprehended for an act of vandalism. As with the more "normal" 
sample, we find that very few of this sample saw their activi
ties as causing any real hardship to any individual, except, of 
course, in those cases where the acts themselves were designed 
to hurt someone the young person was angry with. 

Finally, as with adults in our society, the young 
people themselves did not appear to favour anyone set of 
solutions to the problem of vandalism. 
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APPENDIX 

INITIAL EXPLANATION 

Hello, my name is Alexis Singer. May I talk with you for a 
moment? 

I would like your help. I am doing research for the Ontario 
Task Force on Vandalism, which has been set up to look at some 
of the different aspects of vandalism. 

I would like to talk with you for about 15-20 minutes. The 
purpose of the interview is to get some idea of who commits 
vandalism, and what, if anything, is going on in a person's mind 
at the time it is committed. 

Everything you tell me during the interview will be kept between 
us. Your name will not be used and you will not be identifiable 
in any way. 

Is that alright with you? You can sa.y "no" if you really don't 
want to answer my questions. 

If response is "yes", Okay, let's begin. 
If response is "no", Okay, I understand. Thank you. 

INTERVIEW SCHEDULE 

FirAt, I would like some "background" information 
How old are you? 
How far have you gone in school? 
Where is your home? (address) 

How many people are there in your fa.mily? (parents, brothers, 
sisters) 
Do they all live at home? 
What do you parents do? Father? 

Mother? 

Now I would like to ask some questions which relate directly to 
acts of vandalism. 

What was the act of vandalism for which you were caught? 

What specifically did you do? (What happened) 

Why did you do it? (boredom, anger, etc.) 
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Did you choose a particular target of the vandalism, or did it 

matter? 

Was your target public or private property? 
(If private) Did you know who owned it (who lived there)? 

Did it matter to you who owned the property? 

Did you cause much damage? 

Did you know how much damage you would do when you started or 
did it just build up? 

Did the damage cost anyone any money? 

Did you think about the cost of the damage you caused? 

At the time? 
Later? 

Did you consider ________ _ as being a seriouS offence or 

not? 

How were you caught? 

Did you think you would get caught or not? 

Why did(n't) you think you would get caught? 

Do you 
caught 

think there would be more (or less) chance at getting 
at shoplifting? 
at break and enter? 

Were you with friends or alone when you did __ ~ _________ ? 
Did your friends influence you? (e.g. on a dare) 

h d had you been alone? Would you ave one _________ _ 

What has happened to your friends? 
Did they get caught? 

Did you commit other acts of vandalism for which you were not 

caught? 

What specifically did you do? 

Why did you do _____________ __ 
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Did you choose a particular target or did it matter? 

Were your targets (Was your target) public or private property? 

(If private) Did you know who owned the property? 

Did it matter who owned the property? 

Did you cause much damage? 

Did you know how much damage you would do when you started or 
did it just build up? 

Did the damage cost anyone any money? 

Did you think about the cost of the damage you caused? 

Were you alone or with friends when you did ? ---------
What happened to your friends? 

Did any of them get caught? 

Did you think people who break the law get away with it or get 
caught? 

When you were caught did you have any thoughts as to what might 
happen? 
(If yes) What did you think might happen? 

Do you think you were dealt fairly with by the court overall? 
with respect to the vandalism? 

What else do you think could or should be done to deal with the 
problem? 

Do you think your behaviour has changed as a result of your 
experience here? 
In what way? 

How strict are your parents? 

How do they feel about what has happened to you? 

How did they feel about your getting into trouble with the law? 

Did you hang around on the streets? 

How did they feel about that? 
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How many hours would you guess that you would spend on the 
street after school? 

With whom? 

How would you describe the kids you "hung out" with? 

Where are they now? 

What kinds of things were you doing in your spare time? 

And now? 

How do you feel about school? 

How well have you done in school? 

Is there anything else you would like to comment on? 
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The Metropolitan Toronto Police Force have kindly 
provided us with occurrence data for the decade ending in 1979~ 
for a number of offences, among them mischief (wilful damage). 
These are occurrences under Section 387, 388 or 389 of the 
Canadian Criminal Code. These sections of the Code are 
described in more detail in the body of this report. These 
data, it should be pointed out, are not convictions, but rather 
reflect the number of offences reported to the police and 
reported by the police in the form of an occurrence report. 

Table 1 presents the number of occurrences, collapsed 
across Metropolitan Toronto, for the previous ten years ending 
in 1979. It compares mischief reports to assaults, robbery and 
break and enter. It is apparent from this table that mischief 
occurrences have been increasing steadily since 1970, and at a 
rate greater than that of the other offences. The average 
annual percentage increase of mischief occurrences is more than 
double that associated with assault and far in excess of ~hat 

for robbery or break and enter. The number of wilful damage 
incidents recorded in 1979 is more than one and one half times 
the 1970 level. This is not the case for the other offences. 
These increases cannot be attributed to any dramatic rise in the 
population since this has remained fairly stable over the 
decade. 

The relative increases of mischief and assault 
occurrences can be seen presented graphically in Figure 1. 
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1970 

1972 

1974 

1976 

1978 

1979 

Increase: 
1979 over 
1970: 

Number 

% 

% per year 

Table 1 

METROPOLITAN TORONTO OCCURRENCE STATISTICS 
(SELECTED OFFENCES FOR SELECTED YEARS) 

Wilful Assault Robbery Break Population 
damage (not and 
mischief indecent) enter 

8,502 6,632 1,374 14,655 2,081,131 

10,007 7,354 1,594 14,193 2,092,797 

13,416 7,984 1,810 14,976 2,104,463 

16,881 8,342 1,840 17,608 2,116,119 

19,718 10,180 1,864 20,399 2,129,372 

22,748 10,719 1,761 19,885 2,140,524 

14,246 4,087 387 5,230 59,393 

168% 62% 28% 36% 3% 

19% 7% 3% 4% .3% 
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We then examined the wilful damage statistics, 
division by division. Since there seems to be a great deal of 
regional variation with regard to vandalism we wondered whether 
the wilful damage statistics might reveal different patterns 
across the various police divisions in Metro 'roronto. Figures 2 
through 6 present the individual patterns for several 
representative divisions. 

The first two (divisions 53 and 33) reproduce almost 
exactly the curve associated with the overall rate, and several 
other divisions also have slopes of this magnitude. They all 
show a steady increase over the ten year period~ However, there 
are some exceptions. Division 32, for example, shows little 
increase over the ten year period, except for a dramatic jump 
from 1978 to 1979. We do not know what happened in this 
division in 1979 to account for this sharp rise. 

Division 43 shows a steady rise (and also a fairly 
large 1978 - 1979 jump) but also reveals more variation over the 
decade. The points do not cluster neatly around the regression 
line but show a certain amount of fluctuation. For example, in 
1971 the occurrence rate dropped substantially. In 54 division, 
if we plot the co-ordinates they do not generate a smooth line 
but one that zigs and zags. In this division, for instance, 
there appear to be two clusters of similar years, 1975 - 1979 
and 1970 - 1973, and this may indicate some change in reporting 
practices at the juncture. 
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Figure 2 
Figure 3 
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Figure 4 I 
Figure 5 

MISCHIEF: 32 DIVISION 
MISCHIEF: 43 DIVISION 
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MISCHIEF: 54 DIVISION 
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To conclude inspection of these graphs, we can say 
that there is a certain amount of divisional variation; not all 
divisions conform to the overall pattern of a steady rise. Most 
however do, and in none of the divisions is the occurrence rate 
for the last two years ever lower than or even equal to the 
first two years; it is always higher. There police 3tatistics 
support the perception held by many, that vandalism is on the 
increase and has been increasing for the last few years. 
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INTRODUCTION 

This bibliography on vandalism has been prepared to provi~e 
background readings and information for members .of the ?ntarlo 
Task Force on Vandalism and to meet the informatlon requlrements 
of the publico 

In compiling this bibliography we have concentrate~ on lite:a
ture on the causes of vandalism and prevention and lnterventl0n 
programs, covering the basic time period 1960 to 19~0. 
Occasionally some of the writings pre-date 1960. The followlng 
sources were searched for references: 

Criminology and Penology Abstracts (formerly Abstracts on 
Criminology and Penology, formerly Exerpta 
Criminologica) 1961-September/October 1980 

Criminal Justice Abstracts (formerly Crime and Delinquency 
Literature) 1968-September 1980 

Criminal Justice Periodical Index 1975-September 1980 

Police Science Abstracts (formerly Abstracts on Police 
Science) 1973-July/August 1980 

International Bibliography on Crime and Delinquency 
1963-1969 

Crime and Delinquency Abstracts 1970-1971 

International Bibliography on Social Sciences 1963-1976 

Sociological Abstracts 1953-1977 

Dissertation Abstracts 1962-1977 

Canadian Periodical Index 1971-September 1980 

Business Periodicals Index 1958-January 1980 

Canadian Business Periodicals Index 1975-0ctober 1980 (now 
called Canadian Business Index, 1980- ) 
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Index to Canadian Legal Periodical Literature 
1961-September 1980 

Profile Index 1975-1978 

Publicat 1977-1978 

Shearing, C.D., F.J. Lynch, and C.J. Matthews, Policing in 
Canada: A Bibliography. Ottawa: Solicitor General of 
Canada, 19 79 • 

Rosenberg, Gertrude, K.L. Mayer, and L. Brunet-Aubry. 
Criminologie Canadienne: bibliographie 
commentee/ Canadian f",riminology: annotated 
bibliography. Ottawa: Solicitor General of Canada, 
( 1977) 

Subject Guide ~o Books in Print, 1979-80 

as well as the catalogues of the Centre of Criminology Library, 
the John P. Robarts Research Library (COM catalogue of the 
University Libraries) and various other sources ranging from 
newspaper clippings files to computer searches and bibliogra
phies. 

Originally we had planned to survey the more general literature 
on juvenile delinquency and its causation for chapters of books 
devoted to causation of vandalism behaviour specifically, but we 
found the results of such searches generally unproductive in 
terms of significant writings, and ultimately, that, combined 
with time constraints, led us to abandon such searching. 

We have worked with a broad definition of vandalism as wanton or 
wilful destruction of or damage to public or private property. 
Vandalism has been considered from the perspective of the perpe
trator, either adult or juvenile, individual or group; most of 
the literature focuses on juveniles. We have also searched the 
literature from the perspective of the victim, considering 
vandalism as a community-based problem that affects individuals 
as well as public and private groups and organizations, such as 
school boards and retail businesses. 

In consideration of the scope and purpose of the Task Force our 
principal concern has been to locate information and publi
cations having to do with vandalism in Ontario in particular. 
Because of the very local nature of some vandalism programs or 
committees, and the distribution of some reports only within 
their own community, we acknowledge the possibility of 
omissions. We have included any Canadian reports or articles on 
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vandalism which we located, and marked them with an asterisk(*); 
most of these document vandalism prevention or intervention 
programs. There is a cons id'erable body of American wri ting 
which has been included here, as well as major studies from 
Britain or Australia. However, as a rule, other foreign 
references have been excluded. 

The bibliography has been subdivided into several sections 
according to broad subject areas. Section I contains materials 
on the causes of vandalism and theories of vandalism b0haviour; 
generally this material does not relate to specific geographic 
areas, e.g. Canada, but is theoretical and analytical. The 
second section provides references to vandalism prevention and 
intervenlion programs, particularly general community programs, 
urban design ideas, and police programs. There is some litera
ture on the relationship between architecture/urban design and 
vandalism, although this is not a primary focus of the bibli
ography nor of this section II. Many Canadian reports are 
included in this section. Materials which relate specifically 
to the causes or prevention of vandalism in schools and college 
campuses are all brought together in Section III: School 
Vandalism. This is by far the largest section of the bibli
ography and a high proportion of the references are American, 
but many valuable Canadian materials should not be overlooked 
here. This section did n,-' readily lend itself to further 
subdivision. As it was partfcularly easy to group together all 
materials which related to school vandalism, certain other 
categories of "victims" of vandalism also appeared. Section IV 
relates to vandalism of retail and commercial premises, and 
public buildings (e.g. libraries, etc.) and property. Section V 
focuses on parks, cottages and other recreational properties, 
both public and private. As well, cars, buses, subways, 
railroads and aircraft are often the target of vandals, and are 
grouped together in Section VI. 

As time contraints have not permitted first-hand examination of 
all materials, decisions regarding the arrangement into sections 
was often based on title information alone, and for this reason 
a Vllth section, "General and Miscellaneous" had to be created 
to accommodate these references. 

An alphabetically arranged author index is provided at the end 
of the bibliography for the userts convenience. 

The year 1980 appears to be one in which there are considerable 
interest in Canada, particularly by police, in the topic of 
vandalism. The theme of Canadian Police Week 1980 was "Working 
Together to Prevent Vandalism." Indeed, three Committees of the 
Canadian Association of Chiefs of Police worked together to 
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gath.er information on the topic: the Juvenile Delinquency 
COIDmlttee, the Prevention of Crime in Industry Committee and 
the Crime Prevention Committee, and the results of a Canada~wide 
CACP vandalism questionnaire have just recently been 
reported( 1) • 

For.those individuals or groups wanting to obtain copies of 
artlcles, books or reports cited in this bibliography a useful 
step would be to contact local public or university libraries. I: the.material is not available at your local library, ask the 
Llbrarlan to obtain it for you on interlibrary loan. Some, but 
not all, of the materials cited are available at the Centre of 
Criminology Library at the University of Toronto and interested 
individuals are welcome to use such materials in'the Library. 

This bibliography was first published in April 1980 by the 
Centre of Criminology and the Task Force on Vandalism, and is 
now presented in this updated edition for the Task Force on 
Vandalism's final report. 

Catherine J. Matthews 
Jane Pethick 

(l)Oullette, Valerie, R. Elgar and W. Macdiarmid, Vandalism: an 
analysis. Winnipeg: City of Winnipeg Police Department, 
1980. 
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JENNINGS, WILLIAM K. 

JOHNSON, CLARADINE 

JOHNSON, RICHARD E" 

JONES, C.H. 

JONES, DEAN 

KAISER, CALVIN JOHN 

KARAS, M. 

KARP ISEK, MARIAN E. 

KATZENMEYER, W.G. 

464 

536 

259 

260 

261 

490 

262 

263, 264 

265 

538 

266 

267 

491 

95 

96 

268 

35 

36 

269 

270 

214 

271 

272 

~ 

1 

KELLY, D.C. 

"KELLY, RALPH L. 

KERBER, KERRY A. 

KERSHAW, FRANK 

KIERNAN, O.B. 

KINGSTON, ONT. POLICE FORCE 

KLAUS, DAVID J. 

KLEIN, W.J. 

KMET, MARY ALICE 

KNUDSEN, GEORGE J. 

KNUDTEN, RICHARD D. 

KOBETZ, R.W. 

KOCH, E.L. 

KOLSTAD, C. KEN 

KORENBLUM, TOBA 

KOZAK, CONRAD 

KRZYWKOWSKI, LEO V. 

KWAN, Q. 

LABLANC, T. 

LARSON, REED 

LAUBER, GERALD 

LAWDER, LEE E. 

LAWTON, R.F. 

LESSER, PHILIP 

465 

273 

274 

275 

432 

276 

511 

277 

37 

278 

457, 458 

279 

539, 540 

280 

281 

282 

38 

97 

98 

445 

25 

283 

541 

284 

285 



LEVINE, EDWARD M. 

LEWIS, Mo 

LINDBLOOM, KENNETH D. 

LIPKIS, ROGER 

LIPPMAN, H.S. 

LONGTON, J.J. 

LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

LUBECK, STEVEN G. 

LUKAS, A. 

LUNDMAN, RICHARD J. 

MACALUSO, JOSEPH NICHOLAS, Sr. 

MACDIARMID, W. 

MACKENZIE, MARY 

MACNEIL, D.H. 

MADISON, ARNOLD 

MAES, J. 

t1AGILL, ARTHUR W. 

MALLORY, ARTHUR L. 

MANNHEIM, H. 

MARSHALL, T. 

MARTIN, J. 

MARTIN, JOHN M. 

MARX, EMANUEL 

MASLOW, A.H. 

466 

42, 43, 

38 

459 

287 

99 

39 

289 

290 

84 

293 

101 

294 

555 

102 

542 

40 

433 

449 

302 

543 

41 

439 

103 

44 

45 
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MASSACHUSETTS LEGISLATURE RESEARCH COUNCIL 

MATTHEWS~ ROBERT P. 

MAWBY, R.I. 

MAYHEW, P. 

MAYS, JOHN BARROW 

MCCROSKY, CHERIE LE FEVRE 

MCCUTCHEON,. W.W. 

435 

460 

436 

46 

47 

295 

296 
MCDILL, EDWARD L. 

MCDONALD, COLIN D. 

MCGUIRE, WILLARD 

MCJUNKINS, THOMAS 

MCMILLAN, BRUCE 

MCPARTLAND, JAMES M. 

MEYER, H.D. 

298, 299, 300 

MILLER, A. 

MILLER, TED L. 

MILTE, KERRY L. 

MISSISSAUGA, ONT. 

MISSISSAUGA, ONT. PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE 

MITCHELL, K. 

MITCHELL, STEPHEN 

MOFFITT, F.J. 

MO LL, KENDALL D. 

MOOfillFIELD, STORY 

MORRIS, EILEEN 

467 

298, 299, 

1~73 

297 

5 

104 

300 

544 

105 

303 

481 

545 

546 

461 

531 

304 

547 

305 

548 

I 



MT. DIABLO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

MURFIN, Mo 

MURILLO, ROBERT B. 

MURPHY, F. 

MURPHY, HILTON H. 

MURPHY, J.P. 

MYERS, G.C. 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE CARE AND 
RESETTLEMENT OF OFFENDERS 

NATIONAL COMMUNITY EDUCATION ASSOCIATION 

NATIONAL COMMUNITY SCHOOL EDUCATION 
ASSOCIATION 

NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL. TRANSPORTATION 
RE SEARCH BOARD. 

NATIONAL SCHOOL RESOURCE NETWORK 

NEILL, SHIRLEY BOES 

NEILSON, MARY 

NEPEAN POLICE FORCE 

NEW JERSEY STATE DEPT. OF EDUCATION 

NEWMAN, OSCAR 

NIAS, D.K.B. 

NICKERSON, GIFFORD S. 

NOBLIT, GEORGE W. 

NORTH YORK, ONTARIO. BOARD OF EDUCATION. 

NOWAKOWSKI, RODNEY EDWARD 

468 

306 

431 

307 

549 

308 

106 

462 

107 

309 

310 

493 

311 

108, 313 

323 

109 

314 

110, 111 

28 

463 

315 

316, 317 

318 

I 

I 
J 

I 
I 
1 

\ 

\ 

OAKVILLE, ONTARIO. COMMUNITY ACTION COMMITTEE 
ON VANDAL ISH 

OAKVILLE, ONTARIO. TASK FORCE COMMITTEE 
ON VANDALISM 

OBEE, B.F. 

OGINCE, S. 

OLSON, H. 

ONTARIO PROVINCIAL SECRETARIAT FOR JUSTICE 

ONTARIO SECONDARY SCHOOL TEACHERS FEDERATION. 
DISTRICT 13. COMMITTEE ON VIOLENCE 
AND VANDALISM 

ONTARIO TEACHERS' FEDERATION 

OREGON SCHOOL STUDY COUNCIL 

OSLER, R. 

OSMOND, SIR DOUGLAS 

OTONABEE REGION CONSERVATION AUTHORITi 

OTTAWA, ONTARIO 

OULLETTE, VALERIE 

PABLANT, P. 

PAGE, CLINT 

PAINE, DAVID 

PALMER, JOHN L.G. 

PASSANTINO, ERIK}. D. 

PATERSON, DAVE 

PEARSON, G. 

POST, M .• 

469 

550 

551 

464 

319 

320 

552 

321 

322 

323 

465 

89, 553 

466 

554 

555 

325 

556 

326 

112 

113 

48 

468 

131, 132 
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1 
POTTER, A.N. 

POURCHOT, LEONARD L. 

PREVENTION OF CRIME IN INDUSTRY SECRETARIAT. 
STEERING COMMITTEE. 

PREWER, R. 

PRINGLE, MIA LILLY (KELLMER) 

PROBST, T. 

PULLEN, DAVE 

QUINNEY, R. 

RAIZMAN, M. 

RASMINISKY, J. 

RECTOR, JOHN M. 

REED, RODNEY J. 

REEVES, D.E. 

REICHBACH, EDWARD W. 

REILLY, DENNIS M. 

REISS, MARTIN H. 

REUSS-IANNI, ELIZABETH 

RICHARD, MADELINE 

RICHARDS, PAMELA JEAN 

RICHARDSON, DON H. 

RICHMOND, MOSSIE J. 

RITTERBOND, PAUL 

470 

494 

328 

73 

49 

50, 51, 557, 558 

331 

559 

66 t 

333 

258 

334 

335 

336 

337 

338 

339 

259 

114 

52, 53 

340 

341 

342 

, 
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I 

I 

I 

.- ---------

ROBARGE, MARGARET 

ROBERT, G~ 

ROSE, CHARLA 

RDSE, FLOYD SKIRVIN, Jr. 

ROSE, G. 

ROSENZWEIG, SAUL 

RUBEL, ROBERT J. 

RYDER, SHARON LEE 

SAGER, DON 

SANDERS, A. 

SANDERS, MARK 

SAULT STE MARIE, ONT. 

SCARPITTI, FRANK J. 

SCHNABOLK, C. 

SCHNELL, J.B. 

SCHOTT, C.J. 

SCOTT, C.C. 

SCOTT, IAN W. 

SEIDEL, ANDREW 

SEVERINO, M. 

SHALLOO, J.P. 

SHAPLAND, JOANNA M. 

SHARP, STANLEY J. 

471 

469 

343 

344 

345 

560 

54 

346, 347, 348, 
349, 350, 351, 

352, 353 

116 

437,438 

55 

497 

117 

101 

354 

498 

361, 362 

56 

470 

428 

365, 366 

57 

58 

118 

~ 
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SHARPE, GRANT W. 

SHAW, W. 

SHELLOW, ROBERT 

SHRIMPTON, M. 

SHOFNER, JAMES R~ 

SIDEN, DAVID M. 

SIMPSON, JOHN H. 

SLAUGHTER, B. 

SMITH, A.J. 

SMITH, DONALD CHARLES 

SMOLKIN, B. 

SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL, LONDON 

SOLDATIS, STEVEN 

SOLOMON, B. 

SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

SPAULDING, THOMAS L. 

SPORTS COUNCIL, LONDON 

STACE, MICHAEL 

STEELE 7 MARILYN 

STEIN, H. 

STEMBRIDGE, ROGER E. 

STEWART, SIRPPA 

STOESSNER, K. 

STONG, ALFRED 

STOUT, C.D. 

472 

59, 

60, 

61, 

534 

367 

499 

561 

23 

368 

114 I 
371 I 498 

" n 
370 I , 

I 
371 I 
471 

424 

119 

500 

120 

471 

372 

121 

439 

373 

562 

122 

374 I 501 I 
I 
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STRETTON, ERNEST HAMILTON 
375 

STROM, M. 
376 

STRUMPF, MANNY 
377 

SULLIVAN, A. 
441, 442 

SURRATT, JAMES 
272 

SUSSMAN, DONALD 
486 

SWANSON, D. 
472 

SYKES, JANE 
123 

THAW, R.F. 
125 

THORNE, FREDERICK C. 
63 

THUNDER BAY, ONTARIO. TASK FORCE ON VANDALISM 
127 

TOBIAS, J. 
445 

TOBIAS, JERRY J. 
382 

TOMPKINS, D • C • 
565 

TONIGAN, R. 
383 

TORONTO BOARD OF EDUCATION 
384 

TORONTO, ONT. BOROUGH OF NORTH YORK. 
MAYOR LASTMAN'S COMMITTEE ON VIOLENCE 

566 
TORONTO, ONT. BOROUGH OF SCARBOROUGH 

128 
TORONTO, ONT. BOROUGH OF SCARBOROUGH. 

VANDALISM COMMITTEE 
473 

TOTIN, JOHN, Jr. 
385 

TRAINI, R. 
130 

TROSS, MICHAEL 
386, 387 

473 



u.s. CONGRESS. SENATE COMMITTEE 
ON THE JUDICIARY 388, 389, 390, 391 

U.S. DEPT. OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 131, 132 

U.S. HOUSE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON CRIME 502 

U.S. NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION 133, 392, 393 

UPCHURCH, C. WINN 474 

VALENTINE, T. 190, 191 

VANDENHAZEL, BESSEL J. 404 

VANDERTOUW, CAREL 405 

VAN PATTEN, JAMES J. 406 

V~T VOURHEES, CURTIS 134 

VESTERMARK., S.D. 160, 408 

WADE, A.L. 11, 12, 66 

WALKER, MILTON G. 413 

WARD, COLIN 67 

WEEKS, SUSAN 415 

\VEISS, S.N. 416 

WELLS, ELMER 417 

~VELTON, JOHN H. 497 

WELTY, G. 504, 505 

WENK, ERNST 392 

WHITE, JAMES 419, 420 

WHITTINGHAM, MICHAEL DAVID 68 

474 
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WILSON, GEORGE THOMAS 

WILSON, HARRY W. 

WILSON, SHEENA 

WINONA HIGH SCHOOL 

WOLF, HUBERT 

WOOD, J.C. 

WRIGHT, WILLIAM E. 

YOUNG, GEORGE P. 

ZEISEL, JOHN 

ZIMBARDO, PHILIP G. 

475 

478 

422 

135 

423 

545 

573 

83 

424 

138, 425, 426, 
427, 428 

69, 506 
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