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Nebraska Uniform Crime Reporting Program

Introduction

The Nebraska Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Program
involves the coliection, compilation and analysis of crime
statistics reported by law enforcement agencies in the
State in"accordance with guides and regulations prescrib-
ed by law.

The Statute creating the Nebraska UCR Program'is in-
corporated into the same statute which created the
Nebraska Commission on Law Enforcement and Criminal
Justice, hereafter referred to as the Commission. The por-
tion of the statute relating to UCR is as follows:

Nebraska Revised Statutes

Chapter 81-1425

*'(6) collect, develop and maintain statistical information,
records, and reports as the Commission may determine
relevant to its functions.”’

Chapter 81-1426

“Public officers and agencies, information, records,
reports; furnish to the Gommission:

(1) The Commission may obtain from all public officers
or agencies whose functions include the control, ap-
prehension, trial, or correction of criminal offenders in this
state, such information, records, and reports as the Com-
mission may determine relevant to its functions.”” *(2) it
shall be the duty of all public officers and agencies whose
functions include the control, apprehension, trial, or cor-
rection of criminal offenders to provide such information,
records, ard reports as the Commission shall reasonably
require.” i

Historical Background

Thecounterpart of the Nebraska UCR Program is the Na-
tional UCR Program under the direction of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBIl). The National Program was
the result of a need for nation-wide and uniform compiia-
tion of law enforcement statistics. Uniform Crime Reports
were first collected in 1930 after being developed by a com-
mittee of the International Association of Chiefs of Police
(IACP). Today, the IACP continues to serve in an advisory
capacity to the FBI in its operation of the Program. In 1966
the National Sheriffs' Association (NSA) established a
Committee on Uniform Crime Records to serve in an ad-
visory capacity to the National UCR Program whiie actively
encouraging sheriffs throughout the nation to participate
inthe UCR Program. ‘

In recent years, the FBI has actively assisted individual
states in the development of state UCR Programs which
are compatible with the national Program. Nebraska was
one of the first states to develop a state UCR Program.
After a three-month evaluation, the Nebraska UCR Pro-

gram became operational on January 1, 1971. Commencing
on that date all crime statistics flow through one central
agency, this Commission, before submission to the Na-
tional UCR Program. The State Patrol, all sheriffs’ depart-
ments and all police departments of municipalities of 1,000
population and over are required to submit Uniform Crime
Reports by the seventh day after the end of the month.
During 1979, a total of 204 law enforcement agencies were
required to submit UCR’s. All UCR’s are verified and all
mathematical computations are checked. Any errors or
questionable data are corrected by telephone contact with
the agency in question. After verification and processing
of data, a magnetic tape is built and submitted to the Na-
tional UCR Program.

This Commission publishes quarterly and annual reports
based upon data submitted. These reports would not be
possible without the excellent cooperation from the law
enforcement agencies. We sincerely appreciate the ef-
forts of those agencies who voluntarily participate in the
Program.

Uniform Crime Classifications

Uniformity of reporting depends upon the proper
classification of offenses by the law enforcement agen-
cies. The basic guidelines for classifying offenses are for-
mulated by the Uniform Crime Reporting Section of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation. It must be emphasized
that the following classifications are not meant to be legal
definitions as they are written in the Nebraska Penal Code.
The purpose of these classifications is to establish a
uniform national system for classifying similar offenses
even though their legal definitione may vary considerably
from state to state. ‘ ’

Part | Oifenses

(1) Homicide—
_{2) Murder—any unlawful killing of 2 human being in
- which the element of malice aforethought was
present in the murder. Manslaughter—any
unfawful killing of a human being without the ele-
ment of malice aforethought.

(b) Death by Negligence—any death that occurs
because of the negligence of some person other
than the victim and that is not in the commission
of an uniawful act.

(2) Rape— ‘

(a) Rape by Force—the carnal knowledge of a
female forcibly and against her will, but ex-
cluding statutory rape and other sex offenses.

(b) Assault to Rape—-all assaults and attempts to
rape.
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{3) Robbery-—the felonious and forcible taking of the
property of another against his will by vioience or by
putting him in fear. Robbery differs from larceny in
that it is aggravated by the element of force.

(a) Armed Robbery-Any Weaporn—when any object
is so employed as to constitute force or the
threat of force, it will be considered a weapon.
This would include firearms, knives, clubs, brass
knuckles, blackjacks, broken bottles, acid, ex-
plosives, etc. Cases involving possible pretend-
ed weapons or cases involving weapons not
seen by the victim but which the robber claims to
have with him are counted in this category. ‘

(b) Strong Arm-No Weapon—includes muggings

' and similar offenses when no weapon is used
but strong-arm tactics are employed to deprive
the victim of his property. This is limited to
hands, arms, fists, feet, etc. As in armed rob-
bery, all attempts are included.

(4) Assault—an attempt or offer, with unlawful force or
violence, to do physical injury to another. General
Rule—all assaults will be classified in the following
categories, excluding assauilts with intent to rob or
rape.

(a) Gun—all assaults and attempted assaults involv-
ing the use of any type of firearm. This includes
revolvers, automatic pistols, shotguns, zip guns,
rifles, pellet guns, etc.

(b) Knife or Cutting Instrument-—all assaults and at-
tempted assaults involving the use of cutting or
stabbing objects such as knives, razors, hat-
chets, axes, cleavers, scissors, glass, broken
bottles, daggers, ice picks, etc.

{c) Other Dangerous Weapons—assaults_or attemp-
ted assaults when ‘any object other than a gun,
knife, or cutting instrument is used. This in-
cludes clubs, bricks, jack handles, botties, ex-
plosives, acid, lye, poison, scalding water and
cases of attempted drownings, burnings, etc.

(d) Hands, Fists, Feet, Etc. {(Felony)—any assaults
with hands, fists, feet, etc. which could result in
a felony conviction. In order to be classified as a
felony, the victim must suffer great bodily harm.

(5

~

Burglary—any unlawful entry or attempted forcible

entry of any structure to commit a felony or larceny. -

For Uniform Crime Reporting purposes, burglary

with larceny is classified and scored oniy as

burglary; the larceny is excluded. Breaking and

entering of a motor vehicle is classified as larceny.

(a) . Forcible Entry—All offenses where force of any
kind is used to unlawfuily enter a locked struc-
ture to commit a felony or with intent to steal
something. This includes entry by use of a
master key, celluloid or other device that leaves
no outward mark but is used to open a lock. Con-
cealment inside a building followed by breaking
outof the structure is scored here.

(b) Unlawful Entry-No Force—any. unlawful entry
when you fail to discover any evidence of forci-

: ble entry. -

(c) Attempted Forcible Entry—when determined
that forcible entry has been attempted.

(6) Larceny-Theft (Except Auto Theft)—the unlawiul tak-
ing of the property of another with intent to deprive
him of ownership. This involves all larcenies and
thefts resulting from pocket picking, purse snat-
ching, shoplifting, larceny from auto, larceny of auto
parts and accessories, bicycle theft, larceny from
buildings and larceny  from any coin-operated
machines. Any theft that is not a robbery or any theft
that does not result from a breaking and entering is
scored here. Embezzlements, unlawful conversions,
larceny by bailee, frauds or bad check cases are ex-
cluded.

(7) Motor Vehicle Theft—Ilarceny or attempted larceny of
automobiles. All thefts and attempted thefts of motor
vehicles are included. This includes all vehicles
which can be registered as a motor vehicie in this
state. Those incidents in which the alleged offender
had unlawful access to the vehicle as in a family
situation or the unauthorized use by others having
lawful access to the vehicle such as chauffeur,
employee, etc. are excluded.

Part Il Offenses

(8) Other Assaults (Misdemeanor)—consists of all
assaults and attempted assaults which are simple or
minorin nature.

(9). Arson--includes all arrests for violations of state faw
and municipal ordinances relating to arson and at-
tempted arson.

(10) Forgery and Counterfeiting—all offenses dealing
with the making, altering, uttering or possessing with
intent to defraud anything false in the semblance of
that which is true.

(11) Fraud--Fradulent conversion and obtaining money
or property by false pretense. Includes bad checks,
confidence games, etc.

(12) Embezzlement—the misappropriation or misapplica-
tion of money or property entrusted to one’s care,
custody or control.

(13) Stolen Property—all offenses of buying, receiving,
possessing or concealing stolen property as well as
all attempts to commit any of these offenses.

(14) Vandalism-Destruction of Property—all willful or
malicious destruction, injury, disfigurement cr
defacement of any public ‘or private property, real or
personal, without the consent of the owner or person
having custody or control by cutting, tearing, break-
ing, marking, painting, drawing, covering with filth or
any other such means as may be specified by law or
ordinance.

(15) Weapons—inciudes violations of weapons laws such
as manufacture, sale or possession of deadly
weapons; carrying deadly weapons; furnishing dead-
ly weapons to minors; aliens possessing deadly
weapons, and all attempts to ,c"ommitv(sany of the
above offenses.

(16) - Prostitution and Commercialized Vice—includes the

‘sex offenses of a commercialized nature such as pro-"

- stitution; keeping bawdy house, disorderly house or
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house of ill repute; pandering, procuring, transpor-
ting or detaining women for immoral purposes, etc.
and all attempts to commit any of the above.

(17) Sex Offenses—inciudes all sex offenses other than
forcible rape, prostitution and commercialized vice.
This encompasses offenses against chastity, com-
mor: decency, morals and the like such as adultery
and fornication, buggery, incest, indecent exposure,
sodomy, carnal abuse (no force) and all attempts to
commit any of the above.

(18) Drug Abuse Violations—statistics for these arrests
are requested on the basis of the narcotics used.
This includes all arrests for the violation of state and
local ordinances, specifically those relating to the
unlawful possession, sale, use, growing, manufac-
turing and making of narcotic drugs. Four divisions of
narcotic drugs are recognized. These are:

(a) opium and cocaine and their derivatives {mor-
phine, heroin, codeine),

(b) marijuana,

(c) synthetic narcotics which can cause true addic-
tion (demero!, methadones) and

(d) other dangerous non-narcotic drugs, (bar-
bituates, benzedrine).

{(19) Gambling—inciudes all charges relating to pro-
moting, permitting or engaging in gambling. This
classification is broken into three divisions:

(a) bookmaking (horse and sport book),
(b) numbers and lottery and
{c) ali other gambling.

(20) Cffenses Against Family and Children—includes all
charges of nonsupport, neglect or abuse of family
and children such as desertion, abandonment or
nonsupport, neglect or abuse of child, or nonpay-
ment of alimony.

(21) Driving Under the Influence—limited to driving or
operating any vehicle while drunk or under the in-
fluence of liquor or narcotic drugs.

(22) Liguor Laws--with the exception of drunkenness and
driving under the influence, all state or local liquor
law violations are placed in this class. Federat viola-
tions are not included. Include manufacturing, sell-
ing, transporting, furnishing as in maintaining
unlawful drinking places, bootlegging, operating a
still, furnishing liquor to a minor and using vehicle for

. illegal transportation of liquor.

(23) Drunkenness-Intoxication—includes all offenses of
drunkenness or intoxication with the exception of
driving undar the Influence. This generally en-
compasses drunk and disorderly behavior and public
intoxication. (Not reported in Nebraska).

(24) Disorderly Conduct-Disturbing the Peace—includes
all disorderly persons who can not be classified
" under offenses 1 through 23 or under offense 25.

(25) Vagrancy—includes arrests for failure of an in-
dividual to give a good account of himself, begging,
loitering, etc.

(26) All Other Offenses—includes all violations of state
and local laws not otherwise classified;

(27) Suspicion—limited to suspicion arrests when the
persons arrested are released by the police.

(28) Curfew and Loitering Law Violations—(Juveniles) all
arrests made for violations of local curfew or loitering
ordinances.

(29) Runaways—(Juveniles) limited to juveniles taken in-
to custody who have run away from the reporting
jurisdiction.

Crime Index

The extent, fluctuation and distribution of crime in the
State is measured by the crime index. The crime index is
composed of the following offenses: murder,
manslaughter, forcibie rape, robbery, felony assault,
burglary, larceny-theft and motor vehicle theft. Many
categories of crime are not of sufficient importance to be
included in the index; some serious crimes, such as kid-
napping, do not occur with enough regularity to be mean-
ingful in the index. With these considerations in mind, the
above offenses were selected as a, group to serve as a
measure of crime. :

Clearances

For UCR purposes, an offense can be cleared by arrest
or by exceptional means. An offense can be cleared by ar-
rest when the offender is identified, there is enough
evidence to charge him and he is actually taken into
custody. The arrest of one person can clear several of-
fenses and several persons may clear one offense. When
some element beyond police control precludes formal
charges against the offender, such as the victim's refusal
to prosecute or death of the offender, an offense can be
cleared by exceptional means. There is no distinction
made between cleared by arrest and cleared by excep-
tional means in this publication. A distinction is made be-
tween total clearances and those involving only persons
under 18 years of age (juveniles). A juvenile clearance is
counted only when juveniles are exclusively invoived in
the clearance of an offense.

Crime Rates

Crime rates relate the incidence of crime to population.
Estimates of current permanent population are used in
computing crime rates. Crime rates allow for comparisons
betwegn severai areas with different populations over a
period of time withou: ‘the information being biased by
population differences. To compute a crime rate, first
divide the population of the area by 100,000 and then divide
the crime index by that answer. Throughout this report a
crime rate per 1,000 population is used to be more mean-
ingful for the State.

Crime Factors

Statistics gathered under the UCR Program are law en-
forcement statistics. The agencies report the offense and
arrest data according to the standard offense classifica-
tions and not according to state statutes or local or-
dinances. Offenses are related to municipality and county
in which they occur, rather than to the agency which may
investigate, arrest or otherwise dispose of the case. The
clearance is attributed to the municipality or county in
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which the offense occurred, even though the arresting
agency may not be the department originally reporting the
offense.

The factors which influence crime rates are dependent
upon many characteristics of the community, and
therefore, when attempting to interpret the crime statistics
presented herein, one should be aware of the social struc-
ture and the factors that lead to or cause criminal behavior.

Awareness of the presence of certain crime factors,
which may influence the resulting volume and type of
statistics presented, is necessary if fair and equitable con-
clusions are to be drawn. These crime influencing factors
are present, to some degree, in every community and their
presence affects, in varying degrees, the crime ex-
perience of that community. Attempts at comparison of
crime figures between communities should not be made
without first considering the individual factors present in
each community. Below are some of the conditions which
will by type and volume affect the crime that occurs from
place to place:

Density and size of the community population and the
metropolitan area of which:it is a part.

Lomposition of the population with reference particular-
ly to age, sex and race.

Economic status of the population.

Relative stability of population, include commuters,
seasonal and other transient types.

Climate, including seasonal weather changes.

Educational, recreational and religious ¢haracteristics.

Standards governing appointments to the police force.

Policies of the prosecuting officials and the courts.

Attitude of the public toward law enforcement problems.

The administrative and investigative efficiency of the
local law enforcement agency, including the degree of
adherence to crime reporting standards,

Caution should always be used when using the crime
statistics presented herein, however, it should also be
kept in mind that the data presented is the most accurate
currently available. The law enforcement personnel who
provide the date are to be commended for their efforts to
provide accurate data. Without their sincere cooperation,
this publication would not be possible. Crime is 2 social
problem and therefore, should be a concern of the entire
community.
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Nebraska Crime Trends, 1975-1979
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Crime and Population

After decreases in crime in 1976, 1977 and 1978, crime in
1979 increased 12 percent over 1975. Nebraska's popula-
tion has increased two percent since 1975 while the crime
rate (per 1,000 population) has increased 10 percent.

An analysis of crime trends by population groups reveal-
ed that cities over 250,000 population (the City of Omabha)
had a two percent increase over 1975. Cities of 100,000 to
250,000 population (the City of Lincoln) had a four percent
increase over 1975.

Cities of 5,000 to 100,000 population had a 33 percent in-
crease and cities under 5,000 population had a 46 percent
increase over 1975.

Counties, which include the rural area and cities under
1,000 population reflected a 13 percent increase over 1975.
The State agencies which report offenses occurring on
State property (the State Patrol and the University of
Nebraska—Lincoin) had a 22 percent increase over 1975,

Crime Index Offenses

The index offenses have shown the following changes
over 1975: murder, manslaughter increased two percent,
forcible rape increased 14 percent, robbery decreased 17
percent, felony assault decreased 11 percent, burglary in-
creased nine percent, larceny-theft increased 15 percent
and motor vehicle theft increased 20 percent.

Murder, manslaughter has increased in cities over
250,000 population and cities 5,000 to 100,000 popuiation.
Rape has increased in all areas of the State and robbery
has increased in cities under 250,000 population.

Felony assault has increased in cities under 250,000
population. Burglary has increasefiin all areas of the State
except in cities over 250,000 popuiation. Larceny-theft has
increased in ali areas of the State and motor vehicle theft
has increased in cities over 250,000 population, cities
under 100,000 population and in the counties.
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Crime Trends by Population Groups*, 1975-1979

Table 1

Offense
Motor Total
Mur- ¢ Felony Larcen y- | Vehicle Crime | Percent
Population Group  Year | der | Rape | Robbery | Assault | Burglary Theft Theft Index Change
250,000 and Qver 75 36 178 1,211 1,115 5,225 13,872 2,134 23,771
76 19 | 193 788 1,008 4,323 13,983 2,098 22,412 -6
14 31 172 809 906 4,930 12,895 2,277 22,020 -2
78 24 | 162 878 792 5,048 12,811 1,744 21,459 -3
79 40 193 954 §30 5,140 14,875 2,320 24,352 +13
100,000 to 250,000 75 4 43 77 316 1,682 6,743 391 9,256
76 4 37 62 210 1,170 6,624 424 8,531 -8
77 5 34 69 172 1,532 6,421 480 8,713 +2
78 3 42 49 177 1,640 5,749 402 8,062 ~7
79 3 45 83 317 1,898 6,885 370 9,601 +19
5,000 to 100,000 75 3 30 57 331 1,986 9,595 567 12,569
76 10 26 68 243 2,129 9,810 571 12,857 +2
7 8 31 68 258 2,406 9,942 611 13,324 +4
78 6 33 52 288 2,279 10,566 662 13,886 +4
79 11 43 70 442 2,670 12,527 897 16,660 +20
Under 5,000 75 0 1 3 63 307 922 58 1,354
76 2 5 5 76 386 1,050 62 1,586 +17
77 1 4 9 58 343 1,040 70 1,525 -4
78 1 5 2 84 395 1,042 86 1,615 +6
79 0 7 9 89 398 1,340 138 1,981 +23
Counties 75 19 41 43 321 2,247 4,323 375 7,369
76 10 56 46 315 2,306 4,965 405 8,103 +10
“T7 11 39 51 286 2,300 4,574 387 7,648 -8
78 12 41 34 241 2,049 4,422 438 7,237 =5
79 10 44 39 278 2,273 5,143 5§04 8,291 +15
State Agencies 75 1 1 3 53 52 ‘ 520 12 642
7% 1 0 3 46 52 618 14 733 +14
7 1 0 0 55 68 656 14 794 +8
78 0 0 0 26 86 653 11 776 -2
79 0 3 1 11 99 658 . 12 784 +1

any one year are excluded from the crime trends.

s ot e e L

*Estimates are used for agencies that did not report all 12 months of any one year. Agencies who did not submit any reports for
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- Table 2 o ) ;\,}\ ‘ Figure2
Crime and Population, 1975-1979
o : Percent Change Over 1975
Crime Index Trends, 1975-1979
- \E‘ 7 +15 |-
Number of Percent ¢ \ ¢
Index Offense Year - Offenses Change O
® ‘ Index Offenses
Murder, Manslaughter 1975 63" ’ +10 -
1976 48 . 27 - V. £ Crime Rate Per 1,000 Population
1977 57 +24 ©
1978 % -19 2 45
1979 64 — +39 "5 :
Forcible Rape 1975 294 \ g Population . f
1976 317 +8 o :
1977 280 A2 ali
1978 283 +1 :
1979 335 +18
Robbery 1975 1,394 °
1976 971 -30 2 :
1977 1,006 +4 15 | | :
1978 1,015 +1 - : ! ' | ] i
1979 1,156 +14 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 ‘ :
Il-:}lony As§gu|t = 1975 2,199 Year ' ‘ /}} ;
W 1976 1,898 -14 SEaS
1977 1,735 -9 A Figure 3 |
1978 1,608 S : :
1979 1,967 +22 Murder, Manslaughter, 1975-1979 1
Burglary 1975 11,499 = A . ﬁ a0 | Percent Change Over 1975
1976 10,366 -10
1977 11,579 +12 I
1978 11,497 -1 | 3
1979 12,478 +8
Larceny-Theft 1975 35,975 { '
1976 37,050 +3 | : R g :
1977 35,528 < -4 ; £
1978 35,243 eh G 6
1979 41,428 +18 B € *
‘ 4 : 8 i
_L #otor Vehicle Theft 1975 . 3,537 § | s ] j
1976 3,574 +1 /i p
1977 3,839 . . +7 o - : a
1978 3,343 o) 13
1979 4,241 427
- ., { o . §
Total Crime Index 1975 54,961 : | | ' SRR ]
1976 54,222 1 . AR .
1977 -, 54,024 04 | [ D P | ;
» 8 Year \ ;
: - i -
8 : : o
S - ey g r; 3 N = - ey e "
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Figure 8 -

Larceny-Theft, 1975-1979
Percent Change Over 1975
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Crime Index Offenses—1979

Volume
A total of 61,964 index offenses were reported or known

. to law enforcement agencies in 1979. The violent crimes of

murder, manslaughter, forcible rape, robbery and felony
assault accounted for 5.7 percent of the total index of-
fenses. The property crimes of burglary, larceny-theft and -
motor vehicle theft accounted for 94.3 percent of the total
offenses. ‘

Felony assauit accounted for 55.8 percent of the vioient
crimes and larceny-theft accounted for 71.2 percent of the
crimes against property. Larceny-theft was the most fre-
quently reported of all crimes, accounting for 67. 2 percent
of the total index.

Crime Rates

Based on an estimated population of 1,574,000, the crime’
rate was 39.4 in 1979. The crime rate for vioient crimes was
2.2 per 1,000 population. The crime rate for crimes against
property was 37.1. There were 26 4 larceny-thefts per1 000:

~ population in 1979.

Clearances -

A total of 13,640 index offenses were reported cleared
dunpg 1979, a clearance rate of 22 percent. Murder,
mar{slaughter had the greatest clearance rate, 85.9 per-
cent. Violent crimes had a clearance rate of 59.9 percent
and crimes against property had a clearance rate of 19.7
percent.

The difference between the clearance rate for crimes of
violence and crimes against property can be attributed to
the fact that there are more property crimes to be solved
and investigations of violent crimes are usually more in-
tense. The element of confrontation between the victim
and the perpetrator, as well as witness identification of the

" perpefrator, contributes to the higher rate of clearance.

13
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Table 3
Index Offenses, 1979
Number of " Rate Per

Index 1,000 Percent Percent

Index Offense Offenses Population’ -Distribution Cleared
Murder, Manslaughter 64 04 A 85.9
Foréible Rape 333 2 5 63.1
Rape by Force 235 66.8
Attempt to Rape 98 54.1
Robbery 1,155 a 1.9 35.9
Firearm . 520 35.2
" Knife or Cutting Instrument 132 31.8
Other Dangerous Weapon 53 43.4
Strong Arm — No Weapon 450 37.1
Felony Assault 1,962 1.2 3.2 72.6
_Firearm ] 519 72.3
Knife or Cutting Instrument 412 76.5
Other Dangerous Weapon 459 70.4
Hands, Fists, Feet, Etc. 572 7.9
Burglary 12,566 8.0 20.3 16.5
Forcible Entry 9,369 17.8
Unlawful Entry — No Force 2,566 13.4
Attempted Forcible Entry 631 9.0

Larceny-Theft 41,625 26.4 67.2 20.2
. Motor Vehicle Theft 4,259 2.7 6.9 24.3
Autos 2,507 29.2
Trucks and Buses 866 19.5
Other Veiiicles 886 15.1
Total 61,964 39.4 100.0 22,0

1979 Estimaie of Population 1,574,000

14
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‘Crimes of Violence and Crimes "'Agairnst Property, 1979

Table 4

Number of Percent
nd , Rate Per
ndex Offense Offenses Distribution 1,000 Population
Crimes of Violence 3,514 5.7
Murder, Manslaughter - 64 1.8 ’ o
Forcible Rape 333 95 o
. .2
Robbery 1,155 32.9 7
Felony Assault 1,962 55.8 ‘
1 . 1.2
Crimes Against Property 58,450 94.3 371
Burglary 12,566 21.5 8.0
Larceny-Theft 41,625 72 4
Motor Vehicle Theft 4,259 74 ot
) . 2.7
Total 61,964 100.0 39.4
i
: . 15
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! Table 5
Murder Victims by Age, Sex and Race
Murder, Manslaughter
’ Sex Race
. Percent = -

Murder is defined as the uniawful killing of a human be- Age Groqp Number Distribution Male Female White Negro Indian
ing in which the element of malice aforethought was pre- .
sent. Manslaughter is defined as any unlawful killing of a ; 5and Under 3 4.7 0 3 3 0 0
human being without the element of malice aforéthought; : . 6-17 3 . 4.7 2 1 1 2 0
Suicides, accidental deaths and justifiable or excusable ' 18-29 20 31.3 14 6 13 7 0
homicides are excluded. ) » , ' : 30-39 16 25.0¢ 13 3 7 7 2
- oo e SN A

During 1979, a total of 64 murder, manslaughters were 60-69 3 4'7 2 ) 5 ] 0
reported by law enforcement agencies in Nebraska, :
Murder, manslaughter accounted for 1.8 percent of ali 70-Above 3 4.7 1 2 3 0 0
violent crimes (murder-manslaughter, forcible rape, rob-
bery and felony assault) and one-fenth of one percent of all ' R ' Total - b4 100.0 43 21 41 20 3
index offenses. In 1979 there were .04 murders per 1,000 .
population. ’
Murder, Manslaughter Analysis

In all cases of murder, manslaughter reported under the
UCR Program, a supplementary report is submitted by the
reporting agency. The supplementary report provides the
age, sex and race of the victim(s) and offender(s), weapon
used to commit the offense, relationship of the victim to
the offender, and circumstances or motive leading to the = o o . ‘ ¥
crime. ( : ‘ Table 6

The frequency of murder during 1979 was highest in the , _ . ‘ "
months of April and November when 8 murders occurred in ' 2
each month. : ‘ Murder Perpetrators by Age, Sex and Race

In 1979, male victims accounted for 67 percent of the total , -
murder victims, with 46.5 percent of those being in the age ‘ : Sex Race
group of 18-29. Female victims accounted for 33 percent of ' Percent
the total murder victims. Victim analysis by race disclosed ~ L Age Group Number Distribution Male Female | White Negro Indian
that 64 percent were White, 31.3 percent were Negro, and ’ f ’ ; - , v e - <
4.7 percent were Indian. ‘ ' L 5and Under 0 0 0 0 0 0 0"

Of the 69 known perpetrators, males accounted for 87 6-17 . 9 13.0 ° g 0 9 0 0
percent and 58.3 percent of those were in the age group of ‘ ’ 18-29 39 56.5 35 4 24 13 2
18-29. Female perpetrators accounted for 13 percent and gll ! ; 30-39 - : 12 17.4 7 5 9 3 0
of these were between 18 and 39 years of age. White 40-49 5 7.3 5 0 3 9 0
perpetrators accounted for 71 percent of the perpetrators, : : ‘ 50-59 3 43 3 0 3 6 0
Negroes accounted for 26.1 percent and Indians accounted ; i S '
for 2.9 percent. » | 60-69 1 1.5 1 0 1 0 0

Most murders, 61 percent, were committed by a relative i , 70-Above 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
or acquaintance of the victim. A further breakdown in- : , '
dicated that 27 percent were committed by a relative; 34 ' ' . P Total 69 ' 100.0 60 ‘9 19 18 2
percent were committed by an aquaintance; 20 percent 3 ‘ ——
were committed by strangers and in 19 percent of the |
cases the perpetrator(s) was unknown, . Loe

55 murder, manslaughters were cleared in 1979. Juvenile
clearances accounted for 1.8 percent of the total
clearances. : o :

Handguns were used in 53.1 percent of the murders and I

" a knife or other cutting instrument was useg-in 9.4 percent :
of the incidents. o ‘ 4 b
16 i
. 17




Table7
“f
Murder, Manslaughter Circumstances
Circumstance Number - Percent Distribution
7]
Spouse Kiils Spouse 10 15.6 '
Parent/Child 3 47 |
Other Family Quarrel 6 9.4
Money/Property Argument 5 7.8
Drinking Argument 5 7.8
Romantic Triangle/Lover's Quarrel 3 4.7
Other Quarrel 6 9.4
Killed by-Felon 10 15.6
Other 8 12.5
Motive Unknown - 8 12.5
Total 64 100.0
j
Table 8
Murder, Manslaughter — Type of Weapon a
" Type of Weapon Number Percent Distribution
Handgun 34 53.1
Shotgun 2 3.1
Rifie 6 9.4
Knife - 6 9.4
. Personal Weapon © B 9.4 -
Other 10 15.6
Unknown ) 0
Total 64. - 100.0. %
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Figure 10

Murder, Manslaughter by Month
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Table 9

Murder, Manslaughter
Type of Property Stolen, Recovered*

Type of Property Value Stolen Value Recovered
Currency, Notes, Etc. $ 4,005 $ o0
Jewelry and Precious Metals 5,625 4,000
Clothing and Furs 0 0
Motor Vehicles 100 109 »
Office Equipment 0 0_
Televisions, Radios, Cameras, Etc. 0 0
Firearms 375 0
Household Goods 0 0
Consumable Goods 0 0
Livestock 0 0
Miscellaneous 0 0
Total $10,105 $4,100

20

*Does not include the City of Omaha as the Omaha P.D. does not provide values of property stolen.
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Forcible Rape

Forcible rape is defined as the carnal knowledge of a
female forcibly, and against her will. All assaults and at-
tempts to rape are counted. Carnal abuse, without force
(statutory rape) and other sex offenses are not included.

Volume and Rate

During 1979, law enforcement agencies in Nebraska
reported a total of 333 forcible rapes. Forcible rape ac-
counted for 9.5 percent of all violent crimes (murder,
manslaughter, forcible rape, robbery, felony assault) and
0.5 percent of all index offenses. In 1979, there were 0.2
rapies per 1,000 population.,

% ’ ’

o
Analysis of Fercible Rape

Rape by force accounted for 70.6 percent of all forcible
rapes and 2 4 percent were attempts to rape.

The age group accounting for the highest percentage of
persons arrested for forcible rape, 21.9 percent, occurred
within the 25-29 age group. Juvenile arrests accounted for
20.1 percent of all persons arrested for forcible rape.

Of all persons arrested for forcible rape, 60.4 percent
were White, 33.1 percent were Negro, 4.1 percent were In-
dian and 2.4 percent were of other races. A total of 210 for-
cible rapes, 63.1 percent, were cleared during 1979.

Rape Circumstances

Law enforcement agencies are asked to submit a sup-
plementary report on the circumstances surrounding any
rape by force and attempt to rape. Supplementary reports
were received on 134 cases; the Omaha P.D. did not submit
any supplementary reports. Victims under the age of 25 ac-
counted for 78.4 percent of the total victims. Of those vic-
tims under 25, 62.9 percent were between 18 and 24 and
17.1 percent were between 11 and 15. The victim was most
likely to be attacked in her own home. In 44.8 percent of the

Jincidents'the perpetrator was a stranger. In 20.1 percent of

the incidents a weapon was used and it was most likely to
be a knife. The victim was attacked by more than one of-
fender in 13 incidents. Interracial rapes accounted for 18.7
percent of the incidents.

21
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Forcible Rape by Month
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Table 10

Forcible Rape and Attempt to Rape
Age Groups of Victims

Age Group Number Percent Distribution
10 and Under 10 7.5
11-15 18 134
16-17 11 8.2
18-24 66 49.3
25-29 ih| 8.2
30-39 7 5.2
40-49 5 3.7
50-59 2 1.5
60-Above 2 1.5
Unknown 2 1.5
Tota! 134 100.0
Table 11
Forcible Rape
Type of Property Stolen, Recovered*

Type of Property Value Stolen Value Recovered
Currency, Notes, Etc. $ 201 $ 0
Jewelry and Precious Metals 19,157 19,7157
Clothing and Furs 0 0
Motor Vehicles 0 0
Office Equipment 0 0
Television, Radios, Cameras, Etc. 2,550 0
Firearms 0 0
Household Goods 0 0
Consumable Goods 0 0
Livestock 0 0
Miscellaneous 210 210
Total $22,118 $19,367

*Does notinclude the City of Omaha as the Omaha P.D. does not provide the values of property stolen.




- Rape-Place of Occurrence

Table 12
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Y s SRR’

Location Number Percent Distribution

Victim's Residence 56 41.8
Offender’s Residence ] 18 13.4 -
Other Residence (Reiative, Friend’s Etc.) 5 3.7
Hotel, Mote! 3 2.2
Vacant Lot, Parking Lot 3 - 2.2
Road, Street, Ditch or Alley 12 9.0
Vehicle 16 11.9
Building (Office, Commerual Business, School, Etc.) 3 2.2

.Wooded Area, Field or Park 8 6.0
Other 3 | 22
Not Stated 7 5.2
Total 134 1000 -

i
Table 13
Rape-Relationship of Victim to Offender .
Relationship Number Percent Distribution
Relative 9 67
AcquamtanceIKnown to Victim 49 , -36.6.
_ ‘Stranger . 60 44.8
< Unknown , . 2 16 11.9
| =
24
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Robbery

Robbery is the takrng or attempting to take anythmg of
value from the care, custody, or control of a person or per-
sons by force or threat of force or violence and/or by put-

ing the victim in fear. Robbery takes place in the presence -

of the victim. The victim, who usually is the owner or per-
son having custody of the property is directly confronted
by the perpetrator and is threatened with force or fear that
force will be used. Robberies are reported in the foliowing
categories: firearm, knife or cutting instrument, other
dangerous weapon, and strong arm—no weapon. '

Volume and Rate

During 2979, a total of 1,155 robberies were reported by
law enforcement agencies in Nebraska. Robbery ac-
counted for 32.9 percent of all violent crimes and 1.9 per-
centof all index offenses. In 1979, there were 0.7 robberies
per 1,000 population.

<Analy5|s of Robbery

A firearm was used in 45 percent of aII robberies, a knife
or other cutting instrument was used in 11.4 percent, other
dangerous weapons were used in 4.6 percent and strong
arm tactics werée used in 39 percent of all robberies.

Robberies.occurring on streets, highways, alleys, etc.,

accounted for 46.1 percent of all robberies. Robbery of a
- commercial house accounted for 22.2 percent and the rob-

bery of a convenience store accounted for 9 percent. In 134
robberies, the victim was robbed in his residence. .
The age group of 25-29 accounted for the highest percen-

tage, 17.8 percent, of all persons arrested for robbery. The
arrest of males accounted for 93.1 percent of all arrests for
. robbery.

Of all persons arrested for robbery, 46.3 percent were
White, 47.6 percent.were Negro, 5.7 percent were Indran
and 0.4 percent were of other races.

A total of 415 robberies, 35.9 percent, were cleared by .

law enforcement agencres in1979.
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Table 14

Robbery—Place of Occurrence

Number of Percent Total Average
Classification Offenses’ Distribution Value Value

HighWay (Streets; Alleys, Etc.) 533 (53) 46.1 $ 20,072 $ 378.72
Commercial House 256 (9) 22.2 23,640 ~ 2,626.67
Gas or Service Station 66 (18) 5.7 4,210 233.89
‘Convenience Store 104 (49) 9.0 9,997 204.02
Residence ' 134 (31) 11.6 8,179 263.84
Bank ; 17 (8) 1.5 18,434 2,304.25
Miscellaneous. 45 (33) 3.9 16,261 492.76
Total 1,155 (201) 100.0 $100,793 $ 501.46

'Numbers in parentheses are the robberies which occurred outside of ihe City of Omaha. These numbers were used to com-

pute average values as the Omaha P.D. does not provide values of property stolen.

Table 16
; Robbery
Type of Property Stolen, Recovered*
. Type of Eroperth ‘ Value Stolen Value Recovered

Currency, Notes, Etc. $ 80,234 $14,309
Jewelry, Precious Metals 2,657 2,057
Clothing and Furs 628 124
Motor Vehicles 11,000 10,500
Office Equipment 0 0
Televisions, Radios, Cameras, Etc. 2,118 0
Firearms 300 0
Household Goods 0 0
Consumable Goods 1,393 10
Livestock 2,400 0
Miscellaneous 63 53
Total §100,733 $27,053

*Does notinclude the City of Omaha as the Omaha P.D. does not provide values of property stolen.
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Robbery by Month
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Analysis of Robbery by Type of Weapon
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Felony Assault

Felony assault is an unlawful attack by one persor upon
another for the purpose of inflicting severe or aggravated
bodily injury. Felony assault usually is accompanied by the
use of a weapon or by means likely to produce death or
great bodily injury.

Volume and Rate ‘
During 1979, there were 1,962 felony assaults reportéd by

law enforcement agencies in Nebraska. Felony assaults

accounted for 55.8 percent of all violent crimes and 3.2 per-

cent of all index offenses. In 1979, there were 1.2 felony -
assaults per 1,000 population. A total of 1,424 felony

assaults, 72.6 percent, was cleared.

Analysis of Felony Assauit
A firearm was used in 26.5 percent of all felony assaults

and hands, fists, and feet were used in 29.2 percent. The .
use of a knife accounted for 21 percent and the use of
other dangerous weapons accounted for 23.4 percent of all .

felony assaults.

The age group of 25-29 accounned for the highest percen-
tage of persons arrested for felony assaults, 17.9 percent.
Arrests of males accounted for 85.4 percent of all arrests
for felony assauit.

Of all arrests for felony assauit, 66.3 percent were White,
26 percent were Negro, 6.9 percent were Indian and 0.7
percent were of other races.

During 1979, agencies provided victim/offender relation-
ships on each assault reported, inciuding misdemeanor
assauit. The assault is categorized as either relationship
established or stranger-to-stranger. Victim/offender rela-

tionships were received on 3,458 assaults. The victimofan

assault knew the perpetrator in 62.6 percent of the in-
cidents and did not know the perpetrator in 37.4 percent of
the incidents.
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Figure 16

Felony Assault by Month
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Figure 17

Felony Assault by Type of Weapon
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Burglary

Burglary is defined as any unlawful entry o7 attempted
forcible entry of any structure to commit a fefony or theft.
Burglary is divided into three categories: forcible entry,
unlawful entry—no force, and attempted forcible entry.

Volume and Rate

During 1979, a total of 12,566 burglaries were reported by
law enforcement agencies in Nebraska. Burglary ac-
counted for 21.5 percent of all property crimes {burglary,
larceny-theft and motor vehicle theft) and 20.3 percent of
ali index offenses. In 1979, there were 8.0 burglaries per
1,000 population. A total of 2,074 burglaries, 16.5 percent,
were cleared. ;

Analysis of Burglary

Of all burglaries, 58.5 percent involved residences and
41.5 percent involved non-residences. Of the residential
burglaries, 29.2 percent, occurred during the hours of 6:00
a.m. and 6:00 p.m., 33.7 percent occurred between 6:00
p.m. and 6:00 a.m., and in 37,1 percent the time of entry
was unknown. Non-residential burglaries occurred most
frequently during the night, 67.1 percent. Burglaries during
the day accounted for 4.2 percent and in 28.7 percent the
time of entry was unknown. ‘

The age group of 17 accounted for the highest percen-
tage of persons arrested for burglary, 13.8 percent. Male
arrests accounted for 93.7 percent of all arrests for
burglary and juveniles accounted for 48.4 percent.

Of all persons arrested for burglary, 80.6 percent were
White, 16 percent were Negro, 3.2 percent were Indian and
0.3 percent were of other races.

30

Table 16

Burglary—Place and Time of Ocaurrence

L Number of Percent
Classification Offenses’ Distribution J:Itjé A:Zﬁge
Residence
. 7,353 (3,916) 58.5 '
. ] , . $1,769,388
D;g);/h(’;(g fnn.]a 6a.m.) 2,480 (1,385) 33.7 652,112 $j§;gj
Unknow.n ~6p.m.) 2,148 ( 973) 29.2 ’ 374:013 384.39
2,725 (1,558) 37.1 743,263 477.06
Non-Residence
. 5,213 (3,510) 41.5
> ° , . 1,333,976
D;gyr}’;(: prannjs §a.m.) 3,496 (2,617) 67.1 951,724 gggg?
Unknow.n -6 p.m.) 220 ( 144) 4.2 46:827 325.19
_ 1,497 ( 749) 28.7 335,425 447.83
Total T
. L 12,566 (7,426) 100.0 $3,103,364 $417.91

. .
Numbers in parentheses are the burglaries which occurred outside of the City

; o
pute average values as the Omaha P.D. does not provide values of property stol  Omaha. These numbers were used to com-

en.

Table 17
Burglary
; Type of Property Stolen, Recovered*
Type of Pro ' ‘
yp perty Value Stolen Value Recovered
Currency, Notes, Etc. $ 47
Jewelry, Precious Metals 411’9"’ $ 91,562
Clothing and Furs - 875 : 59,665
Motor Vehicles 10,630 : 15,236
Office Equipment 222’814 C 136,440
Televisions, Radios, Cameras, Etc. ‘599'322' 8,864
Firearms SRt 76,761
Household Goods 118,300 - 22,910
Consumable Goods 232’934 14,779
Livestock 67,115 ‘ 6,625
Misceilaneous- 8415,32111 ' : 225
’ - 93,939
Total K )

‘D ' B ‘ .' ' ; . g . - A .
oes notinclude the City of Omaha as the Omaha P.D. does not provide values of property stolen
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Figure 18

Burglary by Month
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Larceny-Theft

Larceny-theft is the unlawful taking of the property of
another with the intent of depriving him of ownership.

Larceny-theft as an index offense includes larcenies under
$50 in value.

Volume and Rate

During 1979, a total of 41,625 larceny-thefts were reported
by iaw enforcement agencies in Nebraska, Larceny-theft
accounted for 71.2 percent of all crimes against property
and 67.2 percent of all index offenses. In 1979, there were
26.4 larceny-thefts per 1,000 population. A total of 8,426
larceny-t’ﬁefts, 20.2 percent, was cleared.

Analysis of Larceny-Theft

Of the total larcenies reported, 38.0 percent were under
$50 in value, 38.8 percent were $50-$200 in value and 23.2
percent were over $200 in value. The theft of items from
motor vehicles accounted for 18.2 percent of the total
number of thefts. Theits from buildings accounted for 17.6
percent and the theft of motor vehicle parts and ac-
cessories accounted for 17.4 percent of all thefis.

The age group of 13-14 accounted for the highest percen-
tage of persons arrested for larceny-theft, 11.1 percent,
Male arrests accounted for 66.8 percent of all arrests for
larceny-theft and juveniles accounted for 449 percent.

Of all persons arrested for larceny-theft, 79.1 percent
were White, 17.8 percent were Negro, 2.5 percent were In-
dianand 0.7 percent were of other races.
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Table 18

Larceny—Theft

iNumbers in parentheses are the larceny-thefts whic
D. does not provide values of pro

compute average values as the Omaha P.

h occurred outside of the City of Omaha. Thes
perty stolen.

e numbers were used to

Number of Percent Total Average 1
Classification Offenses’ Distribution Value Value '
Pocket-Picking 67 ( 42) 2 $ 6,262 $149.10 \
Purse Snatching 239 ( 114) .6 7,738 67.88
Shoplifting 5,442 (2,762) 13.1 112,019 40.56 :
From Motor Vehicles 7,570 ( 4,991) 18.2 969,456 194.24 !
Motor Vehicle Part, Accessoiies 7,248 ( 3,626) 17.4 443,992 122.45
Bicycles 5,817 { 4,419) 14.0 424,207 96.00
From Buildings 7,317 ( 4,203) 17.6 1,108,099 263.64 1
From Coin-Operated Machines 430 ( 335) 1.0 29,638 88.47 |
From Farmyard or Open Field 1,491 ( 1,491) 3.6 909,249 609.82 1£
All Other 6,004 ( 4,767) 14.4 1,047,953 219.83 !
Total 41,625 (26,750) 100.0 $5,058,613 $189.11

4,600 —

3,400 —

g

4,200

3,800 -

Table 19

Larceny—Theft o
Type of Property Stolen, Recovered*®

*Poes not include the City of Omana as the Omaha p.D. does not provide values of property stolen.
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Type of Property Value Stolen ! Value Recovered

Currency, Notes, Etc. $ 431,142 $ 47,966

Jewelry, Precious Metals 261,258 41,968 '
GCiothing and Furs 149,738 25,763
Office Equipment 31,898 2,626
Televisions, Radios, Cameras, Etc. 479,374 43,593
Firearms 103,960 17,138 ‘
Household Goods 119,727 15,142 'j
Consumable Goods 87,890 7,652 :
Livestock 312,660 65,350 © f
Miscellaneous 3,080,966 434,351 f
Total $5,058,613 ‘$701,549 r

3,000 1

2,600

2,200

er At bod sy £ 153 4

Figure 19

Larceny-Theft by Month
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Motor Vehicle Theft

Motor vehicie theft is defined as the theft, or attempted
theft of a motor vehicle, Thefts of farm equipment,
bulidozers, airplanes and construction equipment are not
included in the definition of a motor vehicle. Motor vehicle
theft is divided into the following categories: autos, trucks
and buses; and other vehicles,

Volume and Rate

During 1979, 4,259 motor vehicle thefts were reported by
law enforcement agencies in Nebraska. Motor vehicle
theft accounted for 7.3 percent of all crimes.against pro-
perty and 6.9 percent of all index offenses. In 1979, there
were 2.7 motor vehicle thefts per 1,000 population. A total

of 1,036, 24.3 percent, motor vehicle thefts were cleared in

1978.

Analysis of Motor Vehicle Theft

During 1979, law enforcement agencies provided addl-
tional information regarding types of vehicles stolen. The
agencies reported 2,507 autos, 866 trucks and buses and
886 other vehicles stolen.

During 1979, there were 3,498 motor vehicles recovered,
80.5 percent were recovered within the same jurisdiction
where they were stolen and 19.5 percent were recovered in
another jurisdiction.

The age group accounting for the highest percentage of
persons arresied for motor vehicle theft, 15.1 percent, oc-

curred in the age group 17. Male arrests acounted for 90.8 -

percent of all motor vehicle theft arrests. Juveniles ac-
counted for 51.7 percent of ali arrests for motor veh|cle