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ABSTRACT

This essay outlines the course and character of the American student leftist
movement during the twentieth century. It summarizes the earlier character of
student leftism and then deseribes how the "New Left" developed, its constellation
of beliefs, and its tactics and objectives. A principal conclusion is that hard-core
student activists quite consciously seek confrontations and that university, officials
frequently play into hands of the dissidents by calling in the police before trying other
alternatives for resolving the conflict. Accordingly, this essay suggests the critical
importance of developing new strategies of the types that lead to the management of
conflict within institutionalized democratic procedures.
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FOREWORD

Durfng the paat several ycm:s, the American publie has become inereasiogly Oollc()'l:’!l(}(:l
about the charncter of student unrost at the universitics. Many formerly tranquil centevs lor
higher education have bocome battlogrounds of violent digsent, On numorous ogoasions, uni’—
versity offlcials have called the police onto the campus fo subdue protestors, somotimes wtph
counterproductive results, Unquestionably, violence ot the universgities has hecomo a major
goclal problem in the United States.

This egsay outlines tho course and character of the American student 1oftist. %novexn@n‘tl
.during the twent{eth contuvy. It summarizes the earlier charaoter of student 101’[115111 a’n,cl then
desoribes how the "Now Lelt" developed, its constellation of beliefs, and ity tactios and oP-
jectives. A principal conclugion lg that havd-corve student activists consciausly soek con;ron»-
tations, and that university officinis {requently play into the hands of the dissldents by qu.li.llg
{n the police before trying other alternatives for rosolving the conflict. Accorclingly, Lh,i’,s‘
essay suggests the criticnl importance of clevelol.\\ing new strategies Qf the types that lead to
the management of conflict within institutionalized democratic procedures.

The American Student Loft was prepared in response to o request })y the Nationa} .I‘nstimtc
of Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice, United gtates Department of Justice, us CRESS/
CINFAC R-2088, The research and writing wore completed in April 1969,
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THE AMERICAN STUDENT LEFT; AN IISTORICAL ESSAY

In times of aceclorated social change, various segmaents of soclety hegin to question the
portinenco of the core values and institutional arrangements in gociety, Ilistorically, the uni-
vorgities have heen the centers for debate on the relevance of traditional forms and for the
germination of now ideas to solve pregsing soclal problems., Quite understandably, then, stu-
dents arce in an institutional gsctting that is appropriate lor adopting advanced and heterodox
gocial ideals. Froedom from intellectual restrainte, coupled with the typleal ideallsm of
youth, help to explain why students have been in the forefront of radical movements, As ex~-
amples, students played an Iinportant role in getting off the chain reaction in European revolu-
tiong in 1848, in helping to overthrow the czarist Institution and, more recently, in the West-
ern hemigphere, in sowing the sceds out of which the Castro movement developed, Strikingly,

however, the tradition of student radicalism has had only a feeble parallel in America until
quite recantly.

Certainly, tranquil student hodies cannot be the only reason for the absence of a radical
tradition, Altacks on American educational institutions date from the heginnings of the insti-
tutions themselves., Between 1800 and 1830, Princeton wag subject to no less than gsix rebel-
liong. During the first three quarters of the nineteenth century student uprisings also occurred
af Miami University, Brown, the University of South Caroliha, Harvard, Yale, Dartmouth, La
layette, Bowdoin, City College of New York, Dickingon, and De Paul. Until the present decads,
the stormiest ern in the history of American colleges was the period from 1880 to 1895 when
not only demonstrations and strikes but also widegpread violence erupted at Dartmouth, Union,
Bowdoin, Wesleyan, Amherst, and Middlebury.

Despite similaritics hetween European and American students in terms of exuberance ancl
physical militancy, there were more essential differences, Unlike the European radical tre-~
dition, American students were not ""alienated" from society and were not ideologically ori-
ented. TFor the most part, student disturbances in the United States evolved from felt injus-
tices particular to the university environment such as bureancratic irvesponsibility, faculty
incompetence, or irrelevant curriculum requirements. These grievances wers seldom linked
to igsues outside the university context. Not until the beginning of the next cemtury did the
outlines of a student movement emerge that resembled the European pattern.

The student movement of the first half of the twentieth ¢entury had a tong and direction
that distinguished it from the earlier era of protest:

(1) The student movement tied inequities in the university to the larger social, political,
and economic ills in society.

(2) It was ideological and academic in orientation.
(3) It was coordinated and controlled by adult groups of various ideological persuasions.

(4) It ultimately foundered as a result of growing ramcor between non~Communist and
Communist groups,
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Lator tn thiy paper there will be n digeussion ol ways in whial the pludent movemont ol the
prosent decnde diffoes ogsentlally from prnditional eftlat youlh mavemoents,

The Tntercolleglote Hoelaltst Soeloty wan the fhrat noteworthy feltiat movemaoent Lo omorge
on Amoertenn cnmpuses, 1 was catnhished Dy 1008 by suoh \vul.l‘vkm)wn‘1mvnnnnlI@.iou 1y
Upton Stnelaty, dJnelkk Tondon, Clarenee Durrow, Waltor Tdppmun, Jolm‘l(vml. il ey
naldlor, By prosent stendnrds, the nine of (ho suelely were more reformist than rovolution-
ary In character,  Although the Hoeloty did not appose frae onterpelse, L deproetod ll\'(\‘ In--
fluenee of monopolies aud eaitels and the power of bl elty polltlenl maohinen such ug Tum.
many all,  Aveording Lo the Hoclely, those Intorests wore ao powerlul thid they conirolled the
ayatem of Ameriean oduention, even b tho uttverslty tovol,  Upton Stnelnfe alnborated Lmn
viewpolnt ln bty wovk, Phe Goose Stop: A Stady of Aworlenn, Hdueation, publiahed ty 13z,
e alloged that the plutserats of worlih controlled nid adinlndstered the un‘l\’nn.'ralt\lm-a ny L they
wora subsidiary corporationa,  Not only i thuy bondplek tho m mnhv?m of the unlversity
governing councila, but they alwo pasaed Judgment on the sullabliily of the auretonlum and thoe
competence of the fnenlty membors,

Shico the tmes were adverso to publie digousalon of radicnl novlons, tho Houlety ' nun-
boers wore small, s activitios cssentintly neadomie and intelteetual, and }l.a meotinge soovoel, !
Aftor volloge graduntion, members of the Sooloty vatabllahed the lmup;u? fone Imllmtrlu.\, :l:)om(w-ﬂ ;
pacy, intended to be the Amerienn countorpart of the Brdtlah Soodalal Pablon Soclely, Doaplie «
shifting changes of fortune, the Lengue for Indugteinl Domovrney hay \‘lmcl na unl;xtgrruphul
exigtonoe, It hag served ok thmes ng tho adult sponsor for varlous loftiat studont groupa, -
eluding, Tor w while, the Students for o Domoseatlo Socloty

Dupig tho 1020, the loftist movement on and ol the onmpuy fadod tto obsourdly, A
vigorous proseaution campalgn by the nattonul and gtato govorsmoenty agalust 1*{1,.(1[@\45;, nlmug
with digsension within and between groups, sonteibuted to tho ;.ionllxx(\ ol orpinlzed luu‘.li:ml. T
fnot, the combined strongth of the loftist groups Ln the 19408, both In Ly Socetalist and Come-
mundst formes, was smaller than that of the Soelalist Party nlone In the yours proeceding the
war,

Not surprisingly, the Great Deprosslon stimulated the vovival of lofllel parttos,  Under
thelr guidance, various student groups wone organizod.  The most Impovtant of ‘llmuo woere Lo
National Studont League (the Comnunist ewmpus group) and the Student Lengue for Tndu plelnl
Demoeracy. Both student organtsations had chapters at most promivent univorsitles dq vhng
the 1&)803: Partioularly tn the cage ol Communiat student groups, the chaplers wove Wghtly
organized and conteally direetod by the parent orgonizntion. .R;maly did the statemoents o ne- {
tiona of the youthiul adhovents deviato signiticantly from paxty Hnes, ¥

Another characteristie of the eampus movament was that gtudont activitios were 1)1f‘l-A=
marily aeademic and intellectual, although they frequently parttoipated in or‘;:xmiv.uumm% ae-
tivities,  On campus, student activism tnvolved roeruiting now moentbers and peu’t;mn}m, 'lm'
the right to engage in politienl activities. Ot campug, they participated In movements to ox-

ganize the unemployed and to strengthen the fledgling trade unions.

During the mid-1930s, conditions seemed vipe for tho further 9.\'puns;lon of the lolftlst: |
movement ag unemployment continued to vemain at a high lovol, Distlusloned wlt;p lalgrez-
faive economics, mawy students were attracted by the explanations and s’(‘)lutlonS olferod by
Socialists and Communists. Instead of expanding, howevenr, tho student Left (s well as the
leftist movement) eventually became woeker and then vivtually collapsed.

: £

Ahy oxpilaontion fox tho collapae of the sludont movomoent et prineipally conaldop Come
munlst muohlnublons,  Betber teatnod i organizationn! foties, the Communleby suocoedod In
abbvaoting the gludent nfiatos trongadult Hieval and Soolallat growps nnd wnliing thom Into
A alaggle coupglomorate,  An ovonla doveloped, tho sonsolldatod sludont movoemoent bounme move
ol o tool to further the Soviel Undonts politionl and milttary objoctives than 1L wes o mouny of
pudtonlizing thoe stadent population,  WIth onoh now twiat ih Gominborn pollay, mombois of the
atucdont movemont wore aalkod to adapt nonew posltlon,  The resalt waa that the toll of dosors

Louw sbondlly mounted,  Eventaally, the sladent movemont subdividod to the polnt of non-
axlalonoe,

LG, the Gomintewn lne vowrod shayply rom o mlliantly lofisd posliion to ono not o
(taghmlioe Trom that of the Demosratle idinbsgbeatlon, - Cho obrupt taetlonl ohongo was slg-
unled too when abugo agatnas Uhevaly and Hooliclists wan nuosoeded by tho ondl for o unitod
frant of the po-anllod proprosaive Tovaea, AL the enmpan lovol, populay [vonl tnetlos look the
form of prosstog Lov Lthe untflontion of all Teftiag and Ubwenl groups Into n gingle natlonal or-
gantwatlon, 16 did pob tako Jong for the Communluls Lo overcoma oppesition, Bofore the your's
oied, the Gomununiat Natlonal Studont Loaguo, the Boolnllpt Sudont Leaguo for Idastelnl Do
moorney, wid vierloun Horal youlh orgavlzations combinod to form the Amorlenn Stadont
Unlov, ALty ponk sbeength, the Unlon had nonationnl memborahlp appronchilng 20,000 an woll
ne e lneger number of unrepluterod supportors.

AL (Tewt, the Amearlonn Bludent Unlon'a Intoenntional posttton was prolflet, e moembory
were urged to deeliure thulr opposlilon Lo thoe Involvamaent ol the United States In another Infoy -
nublonal ware, o utderlng thin posttion, the Unlon vobod Lo endorro the Oxford Plodgo and
mmy of g mambora sipnod the Mledgo nob to fght 1o tho sopviee of tholr oatgly ovon L
forood.  Ag an Indleator of the depbh of paolflnt sontiment, 1t iy roliably oatlmntod that more

thaay 200,000 stadents wened oub In vospongo to tho Unlon'a eall for o day of antlwar protost
rulilom,

The union of Hhorals, Soolnliats, and Communists did sot logt Tong ag 1 rosull of tho noxt
Soviet move,  Xrom wn antlwar poslblon, tho Comlotorn now swang In the directlon of advos
suting o vollootive soourity urrangemont of wntl-Fagolat statos,  Pacliisl and Hoolaligt mem-
bors ol the Amoertonn Student Union wore appalled, and rofused to ahandon tholr oplglngl po-
gltlon.  Connoguoently, the Unlon spllt along the lnes of thoso who favorod Lthe posltion of
collootlvo goeurlty and those whowore commlited to the prinelplos of the Oxford Pledge, Bo-
otugo tho advoentos of volleative seourlly woro nble o control the 1987 natlonal convention,
the paciligts along with many Soclulsts withdrew from the Unlon, In tho following yoar, the
remalning Soololll olomont goverad iy oy with the Unton and attompled unsuceossiully to
rooglablgh an Indepondent Soclalint studont wmovomont,

Dagplio tho lapge-aoale dogortions, the Amorlean Studont Unlon continued to function, Al
though vellablo data aro absoent, It sooms that tho membership of the Unlon was composoed of
Idenllgtle liberals, an uncategorizablo numbor of discontonts, and a large Communist clemaont.
What is cloar, howover, 1s that fnlon polloles colnoldod for the most part with Communist
ones,  Iivon more Lmportant, the abrupt ghifly in Communlst tactics had led to the virtunl do-
struction of the studont loltist movoment, Aside rom the minlgeule Socialiat and Trotskylte

youth groups, the Amorican Student Unlon in the late 19308 was the only rommining alternative
on tha Leolt.

The [inal blow to the student leltlsl movoment was not long in coming. Following the
gigning of the Hitler~Stalin pact In August 1939, Communlst strategy swung full clrcle from
collective securily and antifageism baek to the 1935 antiwar position. Comintern tactics
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became unpalatnable even to many Communists, and some of them resgigned from the adult and
youth groups. Virtually without membership, the American Student Union dissolved, By 1940,
organized student leftism had almost disappeared and subsequent efforts during the war years
to revitalize the sfudent movement were unavailing.

Following the war, the Communists and Socinlists attempted separately to promste nation-
wide student affiliates, Once again, Soviet calculations were linked to international policy
congiderations, With the outbreak of the Cnld War, the Communists sought to mobilize op-
position to American foreign policy in the Balkans, the Far East, and Southeast Asian, In 1947
the Progressive Party was estab lished with Henry Wallace as its presidential candidate.
Having only a marginal base, the Communists hoped to attain thelr objectives by supporting
Wallace and the movement to create a broadly based new third party. The youth adjunct of
the new party was the Young Progressives which, before the 1948 elections, claimed a member-
ship of 10,000. Had it not been for the organizational efforts of the American Youth for De-
macracy, & Communist youth front formed at the end of the war, the Young Progressives
probably would not have gained so large o membership. At any rate, the Progressive Party
and its youth affiliate, as well as the Communigt American Youth lor Democracy, quickly faded

"after the disastrous showing by Wallace in the presidential election,

Other attempts were made by the Communists during the late 1940s and during the 19508
to establish mags-bhased student and youth groups, but none of these fronts succeeded in at-
tracting more than a handful of adherents, One explanation is that during the 19505 students
were relatively apathetic about political issues. Even more important in long-range terms,
students had become disillusioned with the packaged ideological solutiong ¢f the traditional
Left. Ih a century unparalleled in terms of human and material destruction, students ware also
increansingly questioning the wisdom of adult leadership,

Student suspicions were reinforced hy events in the Communist world, In 1956, the
crimes of Stalin were exposed and, during the same year, Soviet troops invaded Hungary.
These events had the ¢ffect of shattering the U.S. Communist Party and its youth afliliate, the
Labor Youth League.

The Socialist wing was also having minimal success in promoting a nationwide youth and
student movement. Although untainted by the stains of Soviet imperialism, the Socialists
were attacked for thinking in anachronistic terms. Instead of confronting current problems
with new solutions, it was alleged that Socialist thinking was stil] rigidly locked in terms of
the issues of the 1930s. The unpopularity of traditional socialism is apparent when one
realizes that no Socialist youth group numbered more than 500 during the 40s and 50s.

Ironically, developments on the campus in the late 50s and early 60s seemed to portend
the growth of conservatism on campus, The right-wing Young Americans for Freedom (YAT)
claimed chapters in universities throughout the country and a sizable membership. Modexr-
ates and liberals alike feared that the YAT would eventually be in a position to control the
national convention of the United States National Student Association, the organization of stu-
dent government groups. At this time, however, other less visible but more significant forces
were converging from an opposite political direction. From the convergence of those forces
developed a new, largely student-based radicalism, much different in tone and character from
the leftist movement of the preceding era.

The so-called "New Left' has had a shocking impact. Membexs' actions seem to many
hizarre, purposeless, almost suicidal in nature: they sometimes clothe popular demands for
reform in the language of repulsive obscenities; they condemn the democratic system as it
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presently oxists and, ot the same time, damn the Socialists and Communists as rightists and
reactionaries, Not surprisingly, many Amevicans are puzzled hy this spectacle, They ask
how the New Left developed, what its system of beliels consists of, and what its tactics and
ohjectives are,

The New Left had its genesis in the race problem. The 1954 Supreme Court school de-
segregation decision raised the hopes and expectations of the Southern Negro population, Dis-
illugionment soon followed, however, when certain states adopted measures to avoid compliance
with the decision, Under these circumstances, student activists—mostly from segregated
Negro colleges—began a campaign to dramatize injustices, They hit upon the tactic of civil
disobedience. The philosophical basis hehind civil disobedience I8 that it is just to violate
Inequitable laws {o achieve the supremely moral goal of full equality of all men. The Southern
Negro crusade electrified many students in the North, white and black. Many of them came
South in hehalf of the civil rights struggle. )

Other forces were converging during the late 1950s to mold a new, largely student-based
Left. Two very important currents emanated from abroad: the new leftist youth movement in
Great Britain and Fidel Castro's movement in Cuba. Universities and Left Review, which be-
gan publication in Great Britain in 1956, soon gained an active readership at American uni-
versities. Review concepts appealed to many reform~minded students who were disillugioned
with the traditional approaches of the past. Not until three years later, however, could Ameri-
can students claim to have a new leftist publication of their own.

If the British leftist youth movement provided the philosophical foundation of an American
student reformist movement, it was Fidel Castro who provided much of the inspiration. Stu-
dents of leftist orientation considered Castro an idealistic, revolutionary ‘leade‘r, who Was un-~
marked by the scars of old Left orthodoxy. They saw new hope in Castro and his movement,

;md s];ome gained direct inspiration hy visiting the island to see the workings of the revolution
irgthand, )

During the early 1960s, to most Americans the student movement seemed to be a harm-
less outburst of youthful idealism, Neither the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee
(SNCQ), formed in 1960, nor the Students for a Democratic Society (SDS), established in 1961,
espoused revolutionary doctrines. Their philosophies seemed reformist in nature, dedicated
to the civil rights goal of full equality for all men. For this reason, there was considerable
adult sympathy for the goals of these organizations and for student civil rights activities iﬁ
the South, even though laws were sometimes violated in an effort to secure equal rights.

Two events occurred during the mid-1960s, however, that gave a far different impression
of the New Left and left a decidedly negative image of that group in the minds of the American
people. The so-called Berkeley Student Revolt dramatically forewarned that the studenfs
would henceforth also direct their energies to seek reform in the North. Even more impor-
tant in long-range terms was the conflict in Vietnam; it turned many students from pre-

occupation with civil rights issues to concern about the justice of our fundamental
institutions.

The events of the 1964 Berkeley Student Revolt are well chronicled, Briefly, it arose
from the activities of civil rights groups on and off the campus. Ag the protest developed
heated emotions led to a change in student tactics. In addition to the usual tacties of picke,ting
petitionings, and so on, the students began to employ the direct action techniques learned in ’
the South to desegregate public facilities. From the Berkeley revolt, the public discovered
that student activism was to encompass more than just "Dixie' while the students discovered
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that direct action techniques could eripple a major university and, thereby, force the admin-
istration to grant concessions, The tactics employed by the Berkeley activists were soon
imitated by protestors at other campuses across the country., One of the most violent and
well publicized just recontly occurred at Havvard Univevsity,

Although the Berkeley disturbance indicated the conscious extengion of direct action tech-
niques to the North, most observers consider that the war in Vietnam has far more important
implications: it is gonsidered the factor most responsible for the radicalization of the student
Left. Considerable controversy was stirred on the campuses and elsewhere by ihe decigion
in early 1965 to bomb mllitary targets in North Vietnam, At the University of Michigan, stu-~
dents and faculty joined together to protest the decision. In their dissent, the antiwar pro-
testors used direct action tactics and virtually closed down the University, As the price
for restoring onder, the University administration conceded to students the right to hold pro-
test meetings against the war on campus facilities. The University of Michigan teach-~ing set
a nationwide pattern. Soon teach-ins were held in many other major universities throughout
the United States and, in addition, in several foreign lands.

Since the Berkeley revolt and the decision that United States troops would play a major
role in the Vietnam War, student lefiists have widened their attack on society to include the
entire pattern of socioeconomic arrangements. SDS and SNCC were not the only radical youth
groups to reject the core values of American society. A host of new extremist groups arose,
including: The Vietnam Day Committee, Clergy and Laymen Concerned about Vietnam, the
Black Panthers, the Independent Student Union, the Black African Republicanists, and others,
The multiplication of extremist groups competing for the same membership has impelled
leftist organizations to adopt even move radical stances. If SNCC and SDS had not kept nace
with the movement toward a more estreme position, they probably would have lost pre-
eminence among left-wing student groups.

In recent years, the most important development has been the split between black and
white leftists. Negro youth groups have become increasingly exclusionist, as symbolized by
slogans such as '"black power." Ironically, the first ruptures developed because of Negro re-
luctance to join antiwar groups, feeling that any identification in the public mind of the eivil
rights issue with the antiwar movement would compromise their political effectiveness. Be~
cause of mounting frustration and alienation, however, the position of Negro groups towaxrd
the war changed abruptly, The growing mood of black militancy was signaled by the election
in May 1965 of Stokely Carmichael as chairman of the Student Non-Viclent Coordinating Com-~
mittee. Abandoning the former position of SNCC, Carmichael discounted integration as the
principal goal of the civil rights movement. Furthermore, he began to link the progress of
the civil rights movement with the success of the so-called third world liberation movements
and with the tide of opposition to the war in Vietnam. TFloyd McKissick, national director of
the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), also changed the approach of his organization from
advoeating integration and civil rights legislation to advocaling black power.

In an effort to bridge the widening gap between black and white leftists and to establish a
basis for coordinated opposition to administration policies, a convention was held in Chicago
duyring August and September 1967. Instead of healing wounds, the events of the convention
exacerbated them. Before anyone realized what was happening, the black power advocates
succeeded in gaining control over the convention, and the white majority found themselves sub-
mitting to divisive proposals. The dream of a united front of black and white activists, along
with liberal elements, was dashed by vivalry and intrigue. Since the Chicago convention, the
breach has become even more evident. '

[
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Although the historical outlines of the New Left are relatively easy to chart, it is much
movre difficult to describe briefly the organizational character and the ldeological rationale of
the New Left. Unlike the radical movements of the previous gencration, the New Left ig an
amorphous, disunified phenomenon. In fact, it is much easier to describe what the New Left
1s not than what it is.

One barh has described the New Lelt as a "many splintered thing.” Unlike past left-wing
movements, which were relatively tightly structured and centrally directed, the New Leit is
different, It is composed of numerous organizations thal agree on some issues hut disagree
on others. Lven within organizations, moreover, chapters have considerable autonomy,

The New Left also differs from traditional radical movements in terms of political orien-
tation. In contrast to the "old Left,” which had absolute faith in a soclal philosophy for re-
form or revolution, New Left adherents contend that they are not committed in toto to any
hrand of ideology. Although new leftists would admit subseribing to certain Socialist tenets,
they reject the Ypackaged" helief systems of both the Socialists and Communists, In fact, the
preoceupation of Socialists and Communists with hairsplitting ideological debates is con-
sidered absurd, '

Not only does the New Left reject the intellectual orientation of the old Left, it also rejects
their tutelage. In the opinion of New Lelt adherents, the traditional leftist parties have dis-
credited themselves by compromises over the years with the "establishment." Even move
striking is their antiliberal orientation, They gee the liberals representing the foremost im-
pediment to equitable changes in the social system. According to New Left thinking, the lib-
eral expressions of concern about the existence of misery and poverty is just a ploy to keep
the deprived quict. Apparently, new leftists sec few important differences between Democrats
and Republicans and, in fact, consider rhat the partics are in ieague with each other,

Although the New Left rejects the tutelage of adult organizations, it does not exclude co-
operation with them when it suits its tactical purposes, In fact, new leftists boast on oceasion
of "using" Communists to further their aimg. Unlike most liberals and Socialists, they do not
congider it immoral to cooperate with Communists. In their foreign outlook, moreover, they
refuse to condemn all Communist leaders. Many of them are great admirers of figures such
as Tidel Castro and Marshal Tito, and many also believe that South Vietnam would be better
off under Communist rule.

The irreverence of the New Lelt rankles Socialists and liberals who believe that the youth-
ful activists have not taken the lessons of history seriously. Older radicals also impugn the
New Lelt for not taking seriously Socialist theory or the dangers of communism,. In fact, the
dispute over the issue of cooperation with Communists was, in large measure, responsible for
the 1965 severance of relations between the Students for a Democratic Society and the founder
of SDS, the Socialist-oriented League for Industrial Democracy, Black power groups, too, are
not opposed Lo cooperating with Communists and, moreover, are patronizing toward the mod-
erate civil rights organizations. Among Negroes, the generational division on the race issue
is particularly sharp. Whereas older and more experienced civil rights leaders point to the
progress made during the last two decades, the younger generation tends to dweli un the exist~
ence of continuing inequities. Like SDS, SNCC and other black militant groups reject adult
control.

It is much casier to discuss what the New Left is against than what it is fox. To some ex-
tent, the problem is one of semantics: new leltists tend to explain events in existentialist
terms rather than in the familiar methodological style of empiricism or postivism,
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Without hecoming obgoure, some general observations can be made on the essentinl idens
of Now Loft thought, Individually considered, these ideas have counterparts in other soeial
movements; taken Logother, however, they [orm a distinet bellef,

The exigtontialist New Left {s an "intellectual mix" ol antischolasticism, utopianiam, and
activismi, The New Left s antischolastic {n that {6 eonaiders as fvrelevant facta that have no
gocial content, For example, they condomn scholarly activity that leads to the enumeration of
honry unconnected facts devold of meaning lov the betterment of mankind, What original
scholarship does occur ab the universities, according to the New Lelt, promofes the existing
pattern of soclooconomie arrangements, They believe that the troublo with the universitios
roflocts the trouble with society as o whole, that soclety places priovity upen matorial pro-
duation over human advancement, and that the universities emphasize the assemblyline train-
{ng of students vathex than the cultivation of Intellect,

The New Left is also utopian {n orientation, Although a programed plan of social action
{g contrary to the spirit of the movement, the New Left constantly looks bayond from what
18 to what could be, What tho New Left seaxches {ox 1s a vision of soclety, iranscending pres-
ent reality, in which the ideals of reason, justice, and freedom ¢an be truly vealized, In the
New Left apocalypse, the creation of the ideal society will have to e the work of the genuinely
dispossessed, the only element uncorrupted historieally, Contrary to Mavxigt thinking, how«
ever, there 1s nothing inevitable about the movement of soclal forces; hence, the call to action,

Only when antischolasticlsm and utopianiem aye combined with the exigtential commitment
to notion is the New Left set apart from other political orientations. Critics assert that the
stress on direct aotion indicates that the new leftists ave veally only nihilists, blind to thelr
paasions and ignorant of the consequences of thelr actions. Sympathizers, on the other hand,
assert that nction-oriented radicalism is necessary to awaken people to the reality of Impend-
ing disnster. Because steady progress is not inevitable, the New Laftists consider the commit-
ment to action all the more urgont, although they realize that the congequencos of their actlions
are unpredictable. Thus, in his article, "The New Left," Danicl Cohn~Bendit charagtorizes
the role of political activists as that of setting the stage for and initinting popular upheaval,
Stmilavly, Huey Newton of the Black Panthers was quoted by the militant ergan, The Movemont
(August 1968} as declaring the essentiality of the activist role in awakening the political con~
sciousness of the masses:

The large majority of black paople are either illiterate or semi-illiterate.
They don't read. They need activity to follow. . . . The same thing hap- ‘
pened in Cuba where it was necessary for twelve men with a leadership of
Che and Fidel to take to the hills and then attack the corrupt administra-
tion . . . they could have leafleted the community and they could have written
books, but the people would not respond. They had to aci and the people
could see and hear about it and therefore become educated on how to respond
. to oppression. '

In this country, black revolutionaries have to set an example.

In more precise terms, how does the splintered New Left expect to broadm? the basis ol
its support for revolutionary goals, particularly when the combined following of the student
Laft 1s only about 100,000 and of this number ouly a fraction are hard-core activists 7 Al-
though a small number of militants such as Huey Newton advocate guerrilla warfare, most
radicals consider terrorist tactics inappropriate and unrealistic at this time. Rather, most
hard-core activists advocate direct action or confrontation—a perversion of the original in-
spiration behind civil disobedience—as the most effective way of exposing the inequity of the
system,
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Obaervers agreo that 1t 1s all too easy (ond dangerous) to dismlss tholr thinking py infan-
{ile and thelr plan of nction as absurd, If one pocepts cortain promises, New Loft thinking and
tactics rovonl no mean politienl agumon, Thelr husle premiso is that our pregent system of
government Is rigged in favor of veated Interests, The democratie concept of tolerance-~the
bellaf that all have the right to expross their views—ig congldered the sham by which the "eg-
tabligshment' maintning itgell In powor, Towein, according to the radicnls, 1 tho trap in which
so many ldealiatic vreformers have hoan caught, IProo digcusaion of idoas is n safoty valve for
reducing emotlong and the level of rovolutionary passions, Whenever reformers rocept the
fortm method, thevefore, the gstablishment 18 ahle to maintain a friendly, sympathotic face
and doog not have to reveal the hrute loree underlylng the system, Operating through the es-
tablighed Ingtitutional machinery of government, moreover, turna crusadors Into compro-~
misers. Abova all, playing the traditionnl yules of the game serves to sanclify the system of
govornment and to lull the magses into quiesconcoe instoad of stirxing them into action.

In Now Loft strategy, the forum method {8 to ho avolded except whon abgolutely necoessary,
TBven whon it 19 necessarvy for tactical purposes, the militants soek to disvupt the dialogua hy
wild statemaonts and verbal abuses, Whenever the nuthoritios walk out of the conferaence and
gull (n the police, they play Into the hands of the radicals. Anytime the anthorities have to re-
gort to force, Ingtoad of digcussions and forums, the quallly and sanctity of the demooratic
gystem Is impaired, In g rocent intorview, Stokely Carmichaol summed up the rationale he-
hind New Loft toetics when ho statod thal any demonairation in which the authoritiog ave not
maneuvered into a posgition of uging force is a fallure for the domonstrators and for the
movement,

The harvd-core activists, therefore, contlnuously seck confrontations and quite congolously
want the authoritics to resort to nondemocratic procedurcs. By linking widely shared griov-
ances to Impossiblo demands, the radicals have shown how casy it 18 to fovee the authorities
to call the police onto the campus or into the ghetto. II the pollee overreaat, the radicals win
a moral victory: the aclivists gain the support of thoge onlookers who gee justice In some of
the demands voleed and of those citizens who are offended by excessive violence,

Last year's disturbance at Columbia University illustrates how effectively the tactic of
confrontation can he used to digcredit the authorities and galn the sympathy of uncommitted
spectators.  Alter much vacillation, the president of Columbia University called in the police
to eject the protestors from the occupled buildings., Under the duress of verhal and, at times,
physiecal abuse, some pollee offleeks overreacted with the result that many innocent bystanders,
both students and faculty, weve injured, Incensed by this display of force, the student hody
rallied in defensge of the heretofore small bands of dissidents., What the protestors were not
able to accompligh by their sit-ing was, in effect, accomplished for them by the police— .
radicalization ol the Columbia campus, In the day following the confrontation, virtually the
entire student body heeded the eall for a strike against the universily, As at many other uni-
versgities, the strike at Columbin served as the yeast to Increase sugpicions and enlarge the
differences between gtudents and faculty.

In conclusion, we should not forget that the spasms of extremist activity on the campus as
well as in the cities are symptoms of more fundamental social and egonomic changes ocecurring
in society, As yet, only a small minority seeks redress by means outside the perimeters of
cstablished democratic procedures. The vast majority of politically oriented students disavow
violence and strongly support the democratic system, Even most adherents of the New Left can
be won back by a patient and sympathetic approach, However, wishful thinking will not stifle
the mounting alienation and frustration. If we are to preserve the Integrity of our system of
government, most observers agree that fresh thinking must be brought to developing new ap~

proaches fox curing the psychologiecal and social ills that engender the deep divisions In society.

9




e e g e n ¢

SELECT BIBLIOGRADOY

Barsan, Jacques. The American University: How It Rung, Whore It Is Going., Now York:
Ilnrper & Row, 1968,

Boll, Dantel and Trving Krlatol, ads.  "The Universities.'" The Public Interest, no, 13, entire
lgsue, ]

Boskin, Jogeph and Robert A. Rogenstonas, e¢dg, "Protast in the Sixtles," Thoe Annalg of the
Ameariean Academy of Polilical and Social Seience, 382, entirve 18sue.’

Broderick, Franeis L. and August Meler, MNegro Protest Thought In the Twentieth Century,
Indlanapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1965, N

Cohen, Mitehell and Dennis Iale, eda.  The Now Student Léft. Boston: Beacon Press, 19606.

Ilacks, Richard, "™Tho Liberated Generation; An Exploration of the Roots of Student Pro-
tegt,'" The Journal of Soclal Issues 23:62~175,

Lipset, Seymour M, and Phillp G, Althack. "Student Polltics and Higher Education in the
Unlted States." Student Politics, Edited by S. M, Tipset, New York: Bagie Books, 19067,

Lipset, Scymour Martin and Sheldon 8. Wolln, eds,  The Berkeley Student Revolt, New York:
Anchor Books, 1903,

Moller, Herbert. "Youth a8 o Force In the Modern World." Comparative Studies in Socloty
and Mistory, ne. 10; 237-260, ’

Petergon, Richard E. The Scope of Qrganized Student Protesgts in 1964-65. Princeton, N.J.:
Princeton University Press, 1966, ’

"The Student Left in Ameriean Higher Fducation." Daedalus 97:293-317.

Rudolph, Frederick., The American College and Univerglity: A History. New York: Vintage
Progs, 1962, "

Sinclalr, Upton, The Goose Step: A Study of American Education. Chicago: Self-published,
1922,

Young, Alfred L., ed. Digsent: Explorations in the History of American Radicalism,
De Kalh, I1L.: Northern Ilinois University Press, 1968,

11



5
20
150

ARO
DDC
Justice Dept.

DISTRIBUTION LIST
(ABBREVIATED ADDRESSEE ONLY)

13




UNCLASSIFIED

.

Security Classification

DOCUMENT CONTROL CATA - R & D

{Security clasnification of title, hody of abatract and indexing anitotation must he entered when the overall report is classified)

1. ORIGINATING ACTIVITY [Corporate author) 25, REPORT SECURITY CLASSIFICATION
. Unclassified

Centar for Research in Social Systems ST GROUR .
Cultural Information Analysis Center

3. REPORT TITLE
The Amenrican Student Left: An Historical Essay

4. DESCRIPTIVE NOTES (Type af repart and inclusive dates)
Technical Repoxrt Bibl, (1 page)

5. AUTHORI(S} (First name, middle inftinl, last name)
Carl I'. Rosenthal

6. REPORT DATE 7a. TOTAL NO, OF PAGES 75, NOOF REFS
October 1969 iv + 16

Ba, CONTRACT OR GRANT NQ.

 DAHC 19-67-C-0048 CRESS/CINFAC R-2088

9a, ORIGINATOR'S REPORT NO (S)

¢ 9b, OTHER REPORT NO (S) (Any other numbers that may he nssigned
this report)

d.

10. DISTRIBUTION STATEMENT )
This document has been approved for public release and sale; its distribution is unlimited.

. BUPPLEMENTARY NOTES 12, SPONSORING MILITARY ACTIVITY
National Institute of Law Enforcement
and Criminal Justice/United States
Department of Justice

13, ABSTRACT

This essay outlines the course and character of the American student leftist moveiment . -
during the twentieth century. It summarizes the earlier character of student leftism and
then describes how the "New Left' developed, its constellation of beliefs, and its tactids
and objectives. A principal conclusion is that hard-core student activists quite consciously
seek confrontations and thut university officials frequently play into hands of the dissidents
by calling in the police before trying other alternatives for resolving the conflict. Accord-
ingly, this essay suggests the critical importance of developing new strategies of the types
that lead to the management of conflict within instituticnalized democratic procedures.

DD.\3M:1473 UNCLASSIFIED

Security Classification

15



e B ok e i

S

UNCLASSIFIED
Security Classification ,
14, :
KEY WORDS LINK A LINK B LINK C
ROLE wWT ROLE wWT ROLE WT

United States

University education
students

youth movements
youth

socigl minority
social conflict
ideology

police

Communism

16

UNCLASSIFIED

Security Classification

TR S T sty






