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INTRODUCTION TSI

F &R

Crime in Alabama, as in the rest of the U%ﬁféﬁQSEétéﬁgqgggggcorded

in the FBI's Uniform Crime Reports. County-and municipal law enforce-

ment agencies submit monthly crime summaries to the Uniform Crime
Reporting Section (UCR) of the FBI which generates automated reports for
Alabamal.

0f the 354% identified law enforcement agencies in Alabama in 1975,
33% of the agencies, representing 75% of the state's population, sub-

mitted UCR data. (For the first quarter of 1976, reporting has increased

to include 98.27% of the state's population.) The Uniform Crime Reports

deal with the FBI's seven index crimes which are grouped into person, or

3 L]

violent crimes,”® and property crimes.’ .

Crime in Alabama, as in other states, has risen dramatically in the
past few years and this trend is expected to continue through the

remainder of 1976. This report concentrates on 1975's index crimes on a

statewide basis and the index crimes in the three high crime areas:

Birmingham, Jefferson County, and Mobile/Mobile County. The preceding

years' crime rates will be considered along with some projected figures

for the future.

! As of January 1, 1976, the State of Alabama‘s Criminal Justice

Information Center took over operation of UCR in accordance with state
law.
2 The number of law enforcement agencies in Alabama varies due to the
fact that very small police departments phase in and cut of existence.

3

Perscn crimes include: homicide, rape, robbery and assault.

N burglary, larceny and auto theft.

1

Property crimes include:
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~.L¢ime Index (Alabama)

Total crime dn Alabama rose from 72,889 reported cases in 1969 to

125,488 in 1975, produc1ng an increase of 72%. According to 1976

==

projections, it is estimated that total crime will increase by 110% over

1969.

In absolute numbers, property crime is the chief problem for law
enforcement agencies in this ‘state. ' In 1975, property crimes accounted
" for 89% of the reported crimes as compared with 1969's 887 The actual

number of reported property crimes for 1975 was 111 296; the 1969 total
a

for reported property crimes was 64,045, an increase of 74% Property

i

\

G

crime is projected to reach 135, 504 for 1976, a 112/ increase over 1969.
- In 1975, one out of”every nine reported crimes was a crime of N

violence dr 11% of the law enforcement officEr's caseload. AJ&Zrding to

the reported crimes shown on Fi%;AI—l,'Violent (person) crimes increased

in 1975 to 14,192, an increase of 60%)over 1969's total of 8,844.

Violent crime is expected to increase to 17,504 for 1976, representdng a

98% increase over 1969.

Individual Index Crimes (Alabama) . '\ \\

All of the individual index crimes® showed a marked increase from

1969 through 1975 projections for 1976 indicate a rise of 110% in the

&

index crimes over 1969, . ok ’ @ *

« Homicide in Alabama rose from 486 reported homicides in 1969 to 575 =

in 1975 an 1ncrease of lSA.V A progected 1ncrease of 27% is expected

for 1976 over the 1969 flgure. The projected number of reported inci-

dents for 1976 is 615.

. . . , .
Homicide dy i , i ? 4
(see oo Iez)roppedwfrom 485 1n‘1969 to ‘404 in 1970, a'decrease of 81.

[

Rape, climoing 49% from 1969 to 1975, increased more rapidly, than
any other violenf crime except for‘robbery.\xActual incideﬁts of rape
rose from 494niﬁ 1969 to 736 in 1975. Projectione for 1976 indicate a
357 increase over 1969, with/665 estimated:incidgnts of rape.

Robbery is the most rapidly risioélviolent crime in Alabama. It
rose coosistently from 1969 (1;446 casee) to 1975 (4,443 cases)hor an
increase for the period of 2,997 cases or 207%. Through 1976, the
relative increase over 1969“§s expected to be 3147%, representing 5,984
projected cases. U

Assault, the'ﬁost common violent crime, represented 597 of the -
violent crimes reported in 1975. The ncmber of asgﬁﬁlts reported in

1975, (8,348) is a relative increase of 31% over 1969's total of 6,418.

Projected figures for 1976 indicate 9,934 assaults for an estimated

. increase of 55%.

7y

Burglarz increased in 1975 to a level 827 highgr than the 1969
level. The 1969 number of reported‘incidents, 23,160, increased to

42,059 cases in 1975. Burglary is expected to increase to 51,626 cases

”in 1976, for a total relative increase of 123% over 1969. <

The 59,471 larceny incidents reported in 1975 represent an increase
of 71% over the 1969 figure of 34,833. The 1976 projected larceny
figure“is 72,188 for a projected-increase of 1077 over 1969.

Auto theft ehowed_the least relative increase from 1969 to 1975;

In 1969, reported auto thefts numbered 6,052; in 1975, auto theftsp
reached“9,766, representing an increase of 61%.’ In 1976, the projected

increase over 1969 is expected to be1?2%, or 11,601 cases.

&}

%




TOTAL CRIVE, VIOLENT,CRIVE,. & PROPERTY CRIFE I
E, VIOE, G & SRPERTY CRE 105

¢

t%‘L 1979 1970 1971 11972 | 1973 1974 | 1975 | 1976¢ | 1977%
ota i
5ri$e Index}72,889 |82,960 {84,495 |81,662 }110,241 }107,303 125,488 |153,056 167,§68
jolent
Crime Index} 8,844 |10,185 [10,826 {10,991 | 12,381} 13,326 | 14,192 | 17,504| 18,996
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Crime Index}64,045 [72,775 |73,669 {70,671 | 97,860 93,977 h11,296 135,504/148,512
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CRIVE IN THE STATE, 1969 - 1977

1976*

CRIME 1969 1970 (1971 {1972 11973 11974 11975 1077*
‘fHomicide 486 ’ 405 517 495 464 534 575 615 644
Rape 494 636 659 6601 . 749 807 - 736 665 664
Robbery 1,446 1,730f 2,006 2,404 2,809 3,555 4,443 | 5,984 | 6,323
Assaylt 6,418 | 7.4181 7.644l 7,432 8,350| 8.430] 8 438 | 9. 934 {10,484
Burglary 23,160 | 26,279 27,072) 27,240) 31,2121 37,845 { 42,059 | 51,626 {56,858
Larceny 34,833 | 38,806] 38,899] 36,5881 58,602 | 46,811 | 59,471 72,188 {79,020
Auto Theft 6,052 7.,690] 7,698| 6,843} 8,046 9,321 9,766 {11,601 (12,522
L 69 70 -7 - 72 73 74 75 76* 77*

*Projected ¢
o000 -
1 "y
=y
800. e
) ' e ___ Rape
600 » ' e === T " T Homicide
200
bi1i pyvvi ey
75,000
70,000 -.
65,000
60,000 .
| 55,000
50,000
45,000
40,000 -
35,000
30,000
25,000
20,000 Auto
Theft
15,000 §i
10,000 ——oom T Assault
e _ .. Robbery,
5,000 T
e p—i 71 72 VR N e T T




AN
AN

N

Alabama and Contiguous States )
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In comparison with the nelghborlng siates
A\

» Alabama has consig-

tently remained lowest in percentage of indrease for reported index ¢

crime and next to lowest* in absolute number
\
\
Property crime in Alabama, as well as in the

the crime problem.

RE
§

)
In Alabama, property cr1me

1of reported index crimes.

rest of the southeast, is
X

, are increasing at a

At

=

index crlmes.

higher rate than violent crimes, 74% to 60/

v

they comprlsed 89/ (See Fig.

Although Property cr1me/v1olent crime ratios

problem may be greater than 1s apparevt

reépectlvely, In 1969,
\\

‘Property crimes made up 887 of the total crimes erorted whlle in 1975

ITI-1 thrdugh III—3)\\

\
a e extreme, the

Violent ceres have much

higher rates of clearance and arrest ~ Tranging from 47/ to 1007 - while

property crimes are cleared at a much lower rate.

A
region in Alabama cleared only 6% of their reported laré

i

par izons of,
W

to lowest in the southeast in total reported

violent crlme,

r'l

Alabama s 1ndex crimes have 1ncreased 108%
the 1owest rate of 1ncrease among the contlguous states.

Alabama and the contiguous states show that A

and all crlmes on a per caplta oaals.

For example, one
enles 1n 1975.
from 196‘\ to 1975 - still
\Other com-
l?bama is next

bz
crime, property crime,

|
(See'Fig. ITI-4) %

o

Florida; Georgia, Mississippi

i

* Mississip

pi is consistently lowegt

0

N w

» and Tennessee,

in absolute number of reported

0

TOTAL CRIME INDEX

1969 - 1977 50,00
ALABAMA AND CONTIGUOUS STATES (1974 & 1975 INCLUDES LARCENY UNDER $50, )
o] * *
1969 { 1970 { 1971 11972 1973 r974 1975 | 1976 %g;;
Alabama 435647' 64249 | 65843 64662 88910£'107314 125497 [161440 1]7;591
Florida 201160 1244399 [284401 | 284566 | 457631 | 597636 |645263 9405;; 201395
) 3090
i ) 81 116533 |164175 {191004 [227874
Georgia 82750 |101279 [1110 ‘ bt o
ippi y 29874 | 43939 | 52271 1 56556
Mississippi} 173476 | 19141 | 24828 - !
59 | 151085 1178850 {24298 76456
66371 | 74101 | 82207 84713 | 12625 : a :
Tennessee 5 . y e - N, .
* Propjected ‘
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VIOLENT CRIME If
1969F81ig X
ALABAMA AND CORITIGUOUS STATES

1500 T 1070 | L T TS TIo,

1975

T

JAlabama

8842 110185 10835 110994 | 12390 13338

14201 | 17520 | 19014

Florida 20411 {33824 38575 |40252 46419 54821

57540 7645] | 84819

Georgia 11235 {13975 15898 |17823 19738 21587

22608 30847 | 34170

Mississippi 3354 | 3074 6151 | 7076 7734 7782 | 7411 | 11557 | 12893
Tennessee - 9235 110787 | 12520 {12858 | 14771 | 15969 | 16627 | 21947 24120
*Projected®” 70 RE 72 73 78 ~ 95 76% TIF

20,000
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80,000 ,,”
7/
/
7
/
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/
/
/
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%
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y Y OFIG. 1T - 2

PROPERT% CRIW§7INDEX
ALAEAMA AD CONTIGUOUS STATES (19?2' 8 l%?S TNCLUDES LARCENY UNDER $50.00)
1060 11970 13971 11972 | 1975 |19/8 | 19/5 | 19/6° | 19/7*
Alabama 46805 | 54064 | 55008 | 53668 | 76520 93976 J11296 | 143920 162352
Florida 171749 | 210575 | 245826 | 244314 | 411212 | 542815 587723 | 86408( 993872
Georgia 71515 | 87303 | 95183 | 98710 | 144437 | 169417 05266 | 278176 316576
Iississippi]| 14122 | 15167] 18677 | 22798 | 36205| 44489 | 49145 73920 85232
Tennessee | 57136 | 633'4| 69687 | 71855 | 111488 | 135116 )62223 | 221040 252336
“Projected " 70 71 72 73 74 75 76%  77%
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FIG. III - 3 ’
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High Crime Areas
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ALARA, COTIGUOLS STATES, A THE UNITED STATES

There are three high crime areas’ located within the state:

Birmingham, Jefferson County and Mobile/Mobile County. Jefferson County

A 1958 110 119 (o 11973 Loy | 3975 § 19767 | 1977
Alabama 1576.0 1865.4 | 1892.6 | 1842.2 | 2512.3| 3000.1 3472.5 | 4377.1 | 4866.0
Flerida 3165.9] 3599.7 | 4039.2 | 3920.2 | 5960.3; 7387.3! 7721.2 | 9718.9 10518.9
Georgia 1783.0| 2206.7 | 2381.7 | 2468.9 | 3430.3] 3912.4| 4625.9 | 6014.1 | 7666.1
Mississippi] 740.5| 863.4]1115.41320.1 | 1926.3} 2249.2} 2410.7 3650.7 | 4167.2
| Tennessee | 1665.5] 1888.31 2060.3 | 2101.5 | 3060.1| 3659.11 4270.5 | 5589.5 | 6253.7

(excluding Birmingham) and Mobile/Mobile County each have distinct

municipalitieg each with its own police force; these various munici-

palities represent different levels of efficiency, different levels of

u_s, 2471.% 2740.; 2906.7 | 2829.5 | 4116.41 4821.4| 5281.7 | 6871.0 { 7626.0 reporting, and different methods of dealing with crime. In 1969, these
il 3 v o3
*Projected ' s s “ ° 7
three high crime areas represented 30% of the state's total population,
12,000
or 1 063 039 persons. In this same period, they accounted for 45.7% of
11,000 Alabama s total crime.
10.000 //HDMda RBoth the city of Birmingham and Mobile/Mobile County, which were
s . s
e
7 projected to decrease in population from 1969 to 1975 by 18% and 13%
) / N -
3,000 // ‘ respectively, had an increase in crime in this same time frame. Bir- )
/ :

8,000 // mingham's increase amounted to 62/,, while Mobile/Mobile County's reported

/ Georgia |

PR crimes increased by 63%. Jefferson County,® the only high crime area
7,000 7 o ;
/"/ with an increase in population (7%), increased in reported crime by 1367%
4
6,000 // ;x/ Tennessee over 1969. Projections for 1976 show a total increase in Birmingham to
o ) - .

VA .

5 000 / //// 32,122 reported crimes; an increase of 105%. Projections indicate that
e s
>4 }lebama Mobile County will reach 22,000 index crimes, representing an 84%

4.000- ‘
increase over 1969.: In Jefferson County, it is estimated that 17,668

3,000 crimes will be reported im 1976, representing a 210% increase over the

1969 figure.
2,000

13000 “‘3\
a8
7 High crime areas are defined as geopolitical units containing .
o5 ; . N 250,000.or more population. :
. 4 1975 ¥ Fkd 6 ,
OFIG. (11 - 4 20 %977 —— Py 8  The city of Birmingham is excluded from Jefferson County's totals.
i
. !
| 10 N 11

L
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Total Crime Index (High Crime Areas)

Property — In the period 1969 to 1975 Blrmlngham s property crime
rate rose from 13,659 reported inciﬂents to 22 095, representing an
& 7 f rson County s property
increase of 62%. Moblle/Moblle County and Jeffe >
crimes also rose durlng this time. Moblle/doblle County went from”

10,898 in 1969 to 17, 348 in 1975, which is a relative increase of 59%,
Jefferson County's property crime rose from 5,035 in 1969 to 12 167 in
1975, an inhcrease of 142%. Projectioms for 1976 indicate an increase of
102% for Birmingham's property crime index. Mobile/Moﬂiie County's
projected increase is 75% over 1969. Jeffe{son County \s projected to
have the highest~increase of property creme over 1969, 221%.

violent - In Alabama, Blrmlngham is the only area where the rela-
tive rate of increase in v1olent crime (667%) surpasses the increase in
property crime (62%) or total index crime (62%). Birmingham reported
1,984 violent crimes in 1969 and 3,284 in 1975, representing a 66%

increase. In this same time period, Mobile/Mobile County's violent

crime rose from 1,081 in 1969 to 2,210 in 1975, 2 relative increase of 1047 .

In Jefferson County the v1olent crime index increased by 87% from 672
reported crimes in 1969 to 1,259:in 1975. 1In 1976,'Birmingham is projedteo:
to have an increase of 186% reported incidents, while Moblle/Moblle s
County g increase is pro;ected to reach 118% over the 1969 figure. 'U;

Jefferson'County is projected to have a relative increase of 172/ over.

1969. 7

R

b : e A B I I T e

Individual Index Crimes (High Crime Areas)

Homicide - Although Birmingham had the highest rate of increase in

violent crimes in the state, reported homicides decreased;rrom 92
reported cases in 1969, to 89 in 1975, representing a -3% ohenge over
1969. 1In Mobile/Mobile County, homicides increased from 48 reported
incidents in 1969 to 52 in 1975, an 87 increase over 1969. 1In this same
oeriod, Jefferson County rose from 27 homicides in 1969 to 40 in 1975;

representing a 487 increase over 1969. 'In 1976, homicides are projected

to decrease by 167 from the 1969 figure for the city of Birmingham.
Homicides in Mobile/Mobile County are projected to reach 63 incidents,

or an increase of 317 over 1969. Jefferson County homicides for 1976

~are projected to reach 57 incidents, representing an increase of 111%

over 1969.

Rape - Rape in Birmingham rose from 92 reported cases in 1969 to
177 in 1975, representing an increase of 92%. TFor this same period,
Mobile/Mooile County's rape cases increased from 67 to 108, an increase

of 61%Z. Jefferson County reported an increase in rape from 44 cases in

1969 to 85 in 1975, which is a 93% increase. Birmingham's rape incidence

is projected to climb to 277 for 1976, representing an increase of 218%.
Rape for the Mobile/ Mobile County area is projected to reach 128 im

1976, an increase of 91%. Jefferson County's reported repes are estimated

\»\

to reach 115 in 1976, an increase of 161% over 1969.

~  Robbary - Birmingham's robbery index rose from 305 reporteu caseg;Q

in 1969 to 1, 475 in l975, an 1ncrease of 384% over 1969. Mobilefﬁjggle

County reported 331 robberles 1n 1969 and 839 in 1975, an increase of 153%.

i«
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~é§:bbery in Jefferson County rose 236% over 1969,‘from 150 reported case

to 504 in 1975. Projections through 1976 show a sobsténtial increase in

: ime  rmi i jected to
robberies. reported for the high crime areas:. Birmingham is proje

| 7 ' 7 . ffer-
increase by 6207, Mobile/Mobile County by 187%, and 367% for the Je

son County area.

Assaults — In the city of Birmingham,

1969 to 1,543 in 1975, an increase over 1969 of 3%. (The 1975 figure,

1.543, is 557 assaults less than 1974's reported cases, 2,100, producing
b4 ] ‘

a -27% change from 1974 to 1975.) - Mobile/Mobile County's aesault cages

experienced an increase of 91% from 635 cases in 1969 to 1,211 cases 1n

| ; increase from 451
1975. Jefferson County's assault rate showed an increase 1Y

increase over 1969.

reported cases in 1969 to 630 cases for 1975, a 40%

Birmingham's assault rate is esrlmated to reach 2,011 in 1976, an -

increase of 34% over 1969. L In Moblle/Moblle County, 1, 836 assaults are

a
eétimated, an increase of 189% over 1969, while Jefferson Countj are

\ in : 1969
}assaults are prOJected to reach 648 cases, or a 447 increase ooer

Burglary in Blrmlngham increased -by 84/ between 196
69 and 6, 855 in 1975.
actual number of reported cases being 3, 724 in 19 d\

3
“Reported burglaries- for the Mobile/Mobile County area rose from 5,60

caseg in l969 to 7,012 in 1975, increasing 25%.

the highest rate of increase in reported burglarles from 1969 to 1975.

4,641 in
A total of 1,981 bu%glarles were reported in 1969 climbing to A

1975,¢a relative increase ofP134é.

" ° increase in burglary for all three high crime areas.

for Birmingham fot 1976 reach 9,414 cases, a 153% increase over }96?.

14

Y

aseaults rose from 1,500 in —

9 and 19753 the

Jeffersoﬁ\County showed

Progectlons through 1976 indicate an

- Burglary projectloos

Mobile/Mobile County's burglaries are estimated to reach 6,937 incidents
in 1976, which is a 247 increase over ‘the 1969 figure?*%purglaries for
the Jefferson County area are projected to reach 6,426 incidents in
1976, an estimated increase of 2247 over 1969.

Larceny - Birmingham's reported larceny went from 8,030 in 1969 to
11,883 in 1975, representing a relative increase of 48%. Mobile/Mobile
County als; had an increase in reporﬁed larcenies f;om 1969 through
1975, 4,184 and 9,251, respectively, indicating an overall increase of
121%. The jefferson Coonty high crime area had an increase in larcenies
of 2,611 in 1969 to 6,072 in 1975, which was a relative increase of
133%Z. Incidents for the‘city of Birmingham are projected to increase by
747% over 1969; aetual numbers are estimated to climb as high as 13,936.
For 1976, laroen; is pfojected to reach 10,303 in Mobile/MobilevCounty,\
increasing 146% over 1959, while an increase of 195% is expected for the
Jefferson County area, with estlmated flgures reachlng 7, 702

Auto theft ir Birmlngham rose 76/ between 1969 and 1975, Wlth

Wy
acﬁ:uaﬁ*

es indicating that 3,356 cars were stolen in 1975 compared

S

to 1,905 stolen\'n 1969. Mobile/Mobile County has+had a 2% decrease in

auto thefts for 1 \5 reported cases falllng from 1, lll in 1969 to 1, 085

in 1975. The autochefts reported in Jefferson County from 1969 to 1975

show 443 reported caées and 1, 454 cases, respectlvely, representlng an

increase of 228%. Progectlons for the Blrmlngham area show 1976 reported

auto thefts to be 4,194 cases, an increase of 120% over 1969.‘ A decline/

'in auto theft is projected for Mobile/Mobile County in 1976, mirroring

A
)f\ RN
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of the 2% drop im 1975; projections for 1976 total‘704 incidents, decreasing
37% from 1969. Auto theft is ﬁ?éjected to réach 2,024 cases in the
Jefferson County area in 1976, representing an increase of 357% over

1969.

Conclusion

éenerally, the State of Alabama ié experiencipg a steady increase
in cfime. vFrom the Baée year‘of 1969 through 1975, the total crime
index for the sgatq_increased 72%, with a projected iﬂcrease‘of'llOZl

through 1976,

R

Property crime in Alabama, making up 897% of the total crime index,
increased 74% between 1969 and21975, and is estimated to climb to 112%

in 1976.

Violent crime in Alabama increased 60% from 1969 to 1975. Projected
figures for 1976 indicate an increase of 987 over 1969. o

‘With the exception of rape, the totél number 6f individual index
crimes increased. for 1975 over 1974. . Larceny had the highest rate of

increase.of 277% over 197§;whilé assault had the lowest with eight

additional incidents, reﬁresenting no percentage change over 1974.
Rape alone had a negative change, decreasing 9% from 1974 through 1975.

In 1975, thé three high crime areas in Alabama - Birmingham, Jefferson
Codnty, and Mobile/Mobile County - made up 27% of the 'state's population
T / . )

while at the same time‘reported 47% of the state's total crime.

Total crime has risen in the three high crime areas from 1969 through
1975, Jefferson county showed the highest rate of ‘increase with 136%
over 1969, and an estimated 210% for 1976. Birmingham and Mobile/Mobile

County increased by 62% and 63%k respectively with increases projected

to 105% and 84% for 1976. D

vy

- Property crime in Jefferson County increased 1427 between 1969
and 1975, and should reach 2217 by 1976. Birmingham's property crime

climbed to 62% over 1969, with a projected increase of 102% by 1976.

The Mobile/Mobile County area increased 597% over 1969; estimates for

1976 reach 75%.

Violent crimes in the high crime areas show an increase from
1969 through 1975. Jefferson Co;nty increased by 87%; Birminghém,
667%; and the Mobile/Mobile County area rose 104%. In 1976, viclent
cfime is projected to escalate to 1727 for Jefferson County, 1307 for
Birmingham, and 175% for the Mobile/Mobile County area. | |

In the high crime areas, the individual index crimes rose over

A

3

1974's totals with few exceptiongi "In Jefferson County, both larceny
and assault increased 35% over 1974;‘While homicide and rape decreased,
15% and 6%, respectively, over 1974. |

The Birmingham high crime area increased 177 in homicide d;er
1974, but decreased 6% in rape. Burlgary and assault, along with
rape, also decreased from 1974 to l§75 at -27% and ~47 respectively.
Larceny had the highest rate of inérease, 287 over 1974, while auto
theft had the least amount of increase, 3%.

[

The Mbbile/Mg?ile County area showed a decrease in homicide and

1

assault, ~-7% and -3%, respectively. The highest Tdte of increase was
: !

IS

for robbery, with 487% over 1974, while the simallest increase was 13%

for incidents of rape.




. ‘ ' amnt CRIME IN THE HIGH CRIME AREAS
| C‘fﬁﬁxﬁ@ﬂfﬂ'ﬂéﬁ'cﬁ%%%ﬁ - | BIRVINGHA HIGH CRIVE AREA BY CRINE
- ‘ (CRIVE___ J1960 | 1970 | 197) 13972 1193 11974 (1975 1976*1 1977*
- ‘ Homicide 92 | 63 82| <, 76] - 63 76 89 77 77
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