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- PARENTAL PSYCHOPATHOLOGY AND FEMALE DELINQUENCY -+

- Intfoduction

- P‘arenta1 psychopathology has been assoc1ated Wlth female delinquency in o

a nunber of studies most of which are based on the analySif of female delin-"

quents case records from nental health clinics, Juvenile courts, or’ reSiden-‘jf“"

tial treatment prograns Pioneering work by Jenkins and his assoCiate' (l966

B - 1968) in- their cluster analySis of case records of a child gu1dance clinic :

established a relationship between parental pa hology and delinquent behaVior L

types, i, e., histories of alcoholism and delinquency among fathers of so-

cialized delinquents and unsoc1alized aggressive delinquents. , While mothers :

of SOCialized delinquents were more prone to delinquency and- promiscu1ty,
mothers of unsoCialized aggressive delinquents were more likely to have a |

| character disturbance or neurotic disorder, In their large scale samples,

paternal pathology was Significantly greater than maternal pathology for both

male and female socialized delinquents » _’ ’

' Although subsequent studies have not attempted to establish a relationship_ll
between indices of parental pathology and speCific behaVioral syndromes among '
h', delinquents, they have consistently documented a variety of psychological dis-

’ orders among the parents of delinquents (Fine and Fishman, 1968; LeWis and ;
Balla l976 LuckianOWicz l97l Cortes and Gatti, 1972). ln addition to rela-q
' tively high rates of psychiatric disorder among the parents of delinquents,
parental characterological disorders alcoholism and criminality nave been . ﬁt‘l
' noted for female delinquents ina number of studies (Bennett l959 Reiner : )

~and Kaufman, 1959 Scharfnan and Clark l967 Chwast, l967, Trese,;196£;
o Stephenson, et al., l973) : ’
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Lewis ad Ba]]a (]9/0) found that 723 of the parents of . tDEIP samp]e cf-’ i
c11n1c rc.e red Juvenlle de11nquents uere " .e 1mpa1red or 1ncapac1tated in o
the1r parenta] ro]es by vxrtue of swgnlftcant psychopatho]ogy" (p 143)
an ep1dnm1olog1ca1 survey conparxng parents of de]]nquents to a random samp]ov'
of parents from a comparab]e soc1al stratum these authors found that parents
of de11nquents used conmunlty psychlatr1c fac111t1es s1gn1f1cant1y more. fre-‘
. quent]y than the contrast group of parents ‘. ' : h"

ThLS, tbere 15 ample ev1dence to document a re]at1on between parenta] Jh
psychopatnoiogy and fena]e de]1nquency Hoaever the d1menstons of that re]a¥.:-"
‘ t1onsh1p are still untlear, partlcu]ar]y in terms of the effects of specwftc |

1nd1ces of narenta] patho]ogy on, dlfferent types of fema]e de]lnquents and onvf
d\rferent patterns of de]wnouent offenses As the 1nc1dence and severtty of
female de]1nqu°rcy increases, 1t seems esnec*ally apnropr1ate to pursue the -
‘line of investigat lon,1n1t1ated by Jenh1ns (19561, 1968) in hlS attempt to
»relate specific pathological parental oehavxors to spec1f1c de]lnquent be- :"”

'hav1ora] syndrones

'1Purpose of Current Study

This paper . 'eports the resu]ts of one aspect of 1argef stdd} of'the
“persona}1ty patterns of de11nquent fema]es (G1bbs, ]99“‘. Two of the related
goa]s of that ston viere: 1) to determ1ne the re]atlon between parenta] psycho-ij*
'patho]og/ and female dellnquent persona]tty patterns and 2) to determ1ne the .
-relation between parental psychopatno]ogy and offense patterns_of;femaTe delT"‘l”

guents. .
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San Francisco county probatiOn departnent through continUOus sanb]ing cf the |

) tota] popu]atlon of dellnquents in tne system during a per10d of seven wonths.
Persona11ty patterns were ‘nieasured through the administration of a general

soc1a] h1s.ory 1nterv1ew and three psycho1og1ca] 1nstrunents, e.g., the Dlagnos—'

tlc Incerv1ew For Border]mnes (Gunderson, 1977), the Rorschach and the WAIS: |

| “or WISC-R. Procedures used to Ident fy these patterns were: fully descrlbed

| in an ear]1er pub]1catlon (Glbbs, ]980) | | | _
Probat1on records were used to ana]yze subJects dellnnuent offense patterns

wh1ch were measured in four ways ]) age at f1rst offense Z)tota] nunber of

offenses, 3) tota] de]lnquency score, i.e., the number of offenses we1ghted o

| by the sever1ty of each offense, and 4) average de]}nquency score,_l .e., the

total del]nquency score divided by the tota] number of offenses.

Jata on parents viere obtawned from the subJects probat1on records Three
measures were used to assess parenta] psychopathology, e.g., h1story of drug/
aicoho] abuse, an adu]ticriminal record, and treatment for any psychiatric
'disorder. .Each parent was . rated.for thespresence or absence offeach.of these
ind1cators, no sca]e of frequency .or severity was ut1]12ed. . | h

A cont1ngency ana]ys1s using Yenda]] s Tau B, vas used to determ1ne the
"relat1on between measures of parenta] psychopatho]ogy and female de]1nquent
‘ personality types as weli as the relation between r“nenta] psychopatho]ogy and

“female delInquent offense patterns

" Results

Demographic Characteristics

The"sampie consisted of 29 white,.]l,Hispanfc, and. 8 Black subjects.4 Socio- -
_ . . , _ , “

~ economically, 27% were middie;c]ass, 544 working class, andle% lower class;, usfng' o B
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';thefholiinéshead 2- factor Index of Socua] Class (cf Tab]e I) Tne'éubjects
,:ranged from 13 ]8 years of age, w1th a mean age of ]5 3 Thelr medwan grade
;t;41n school was 10 5, but 442 of the group vere not currently enrol]ed in school;
ff;due to havwng dropped out been expe]]ed or suspended or graduated

S1xty percent of the parents of these de]1nquents vere dlvorced or sep= 3

l»‘w}arated and 1 were WIdONed or never marrled on]y 27% of the marriages were

4'1ntact., Thelr nothers had an averaqe 1eve1 of educat1on sllghtly higher than the1r
Au'fathers, wwth 42A hav1ng comp]eteih1gh schoo] as compared to 40% of ‘the fathers.
‘i¥.hear]y seventy percent of the mothers were employed, primarlly in c]erical, sa]es

iy,and seml-skllled occupations; about 80% of the fathers were employed, w1th ha]f

”"Fffof thlS group wn skllled and sem1~sP11]ed JObS. While adequate dEMOQrophlL 1nfor-

L w;mation was available for all the mothers of the subJects this was true for only

' "‘38 of the fathers. Thus, data for 10 of the fathers was 1ncomplete because they

wero no 1onge. ln contact w1th thelr famllies. were unknown to the subJects, or
' ‘were deceased ' ’

H1gh rates. of geographic and re51dent1a] mobil:ty characterlzed these

; ,famx]les e g., they had lived in an average of 3.8 commurities and an average

o of 4 2 resxdences since the bwrth of the index chlld

'f; De11nquent PersonaTIty Patterns _

An ana]ys1s of the test proflles revealed four personalIty patterns among

;the subJects, i, e., the border ine (N= 7), the antlsoc1a1 (N= ]4), the neurotlc

B _"'(N 18) and the socialized delinquent (N=9).

Border11ne personalltwes exhzb]ted lmpaired cogn1t1ve processes on psycho-._.

~~‘1ogxcal tests they had experlenced brief psychot1c symptoms and/or polymorphous

'7ineurot1c and. psychosomat1c symptoms; their affect #as considerably more,angry;'
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depressed and 1ab11e tnan g]rls in. the other three groups, and s1gns of serxoUS-.f'ﬁ
psycho]og1ca] dlsorder had appeared :uch ear]ler in their developnent accord-=

1ng to reports from parents and teachers. Co]]ect1ve]y, these c]1n1cal patterns-

L and behavxors are conSIStcnt wlth the proflle of ‘the border11ne persona]mty in

'”?jadolescence as’ descrlbed by Hasterson (1972) and R]nsle/ (1974)

Neurot1c persona11t1es exh]b ted rore frequent smgns of anx1ety, ml]d tojx

rf moderat 'deprESS‘O" crylng, fears, PhOb?aS. and Psychosomat1c d1sorders§f %hey
o were percelved by parents and teachers as lmmature, troubled and errat1c 1n 3-'

thelr school performance but not v1ewed as serlously dlsturbed These be-““

"°:hav10ral and c]1n1ca1 patterns close]y conform to the prof11e of the neurotlc

REE de]tnquent personallty as descrlbed by Bennett (1960) Jenkln (1961)and Stephenson, o

TT;f-et al. (1973),

Ant1soc3algpersona]1t1es wersa cha“acterlzed by thetr h1g 1evels of im=

:51.pu151v1ty, aggress1veness,}host111t/ to adu]ts and authorxty figure ana gen-_fﬁi:
eral daflance of establlshed soc1a] norms. The onset of their antlsocial be- _;:ﬁ
hav1ors was noted 1n e]ementary schoo] by parents and ‘teachers and they tended

to engage more frequent]y than the other three groups in soc1a11y dev1ant b°-
'Ahavxors such as heavy lnvo]vement in drugs alcoho] and sexua] promlscuity
l:These behav1ora1 and c11n1cal patterns are qulte sxm1]ar to those assoc1ated thh
the ant1 soc1a1 or soc1opath1c dellnquent as: desrrlbed by F1ne and Flsnman (1968)
ftand Bender (1971)." ' g '

Soc1a11‘ed de]1nquent persona11t1es showea fewer SIgns of psychopafhology

.~ on the psychologmcal tests than any of tnn other groups. As a group tiese g1r]s

.

itended to be moderately 1mpuls1ve, lacked 1nterest 1n schoo], were 1nvolved H]th

7.Ade11nquent frzends -and’ moderate]y :nvo]ved in drug and a]coho] abuse The;;“”ﬁ:-
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'epressed and 1ab1]e tnan glr]s 1n the other three groups and SIgns of ser1ous

Sycholog1ca1 dlsorder had appeared much ear]ler 1n the1r deve)opment accord~ﬂ*.7'

,1ng'tof:eports fron parents and teachers. Co]]ect1ve]y, these c]1n1ca1 natterns

nd'behav1ors are_conSIStent W]th the proftle of the border11ne persona]wty 1n

do}escenc 'as descr1bed{by Hasterson (1972) and R1nslet_(1974)

NeurotICfpersona11t1es exh1b1ted more frequent sxgns of anxlety; m1]d to |
'rate depre5510n‘ crylng, fears phobxas, and psychosomat1c dlsorders
vere. pereelved by parents and teachers as 1mmature troubled and erratlc 1n‘];<;
thelr schoo] performance, but not vxewed as serzous]y disturbed These be-*iv
h vtora] and c]1n1ca1 patterns close]y conforn to the profl]e of the neurot1c }ff*’*

de]1nquent persona]tty as descrxbed by Bennett (1960) Jenklns (1961)and Stephenson,

Ant150c1a1 persona]1t1es were characterized by thelr h1ah leve]s of 1m-“='u

inuts1v1ty, aggress1veness, host111ty to adults and authorlty ‘lgures and gen-"

'eral deflance of estab]1shed soc1a1 norms The onset of their antlsocia] be-'

A"fehav1ors was noted 1n elementary sehoo] by parents and ‘teachers and they tended

?ﬁto_engage nore frequent]y than the other three groups’ in. soc1a11y dev1a1t be-:
navaors, SuCh as heavy 1nvo]vement in. drugs, a]coho] and sexual prom1scu1ty. ;_i-v
These behav1ora1 and c]in]cal patterns are qumte s1m11ar to those assocwated Hlth

nghe 3nt1-soc1a] or soc10path1c de]1nquent as: descr1bed by Fxne and Ftsnman (1968)

;and Bender (1971)

Soc1alnzed delanuent persona11t1es showed fener swgns of psychopathology

on the psycholog1cai tests than any of the ofher groups._ As a\group theSe g}r]sf
‘tended>to be moderately 1mpu]srve, iacked 1nterest 1n schooT, uere lnvolved w1th-_. f"

‘el1nqnent frlends, and noderate]y 1nvo]ved an drug and a]coho] abuse. Th¢¥ R







:rlwere descrIbed b/ parents and teachers as soretxmus hostl]e and aqgressxve, but

they had nc d1ff1cu1t1es re! at‘ng io thmlr peers: “These behav1ora] and c11n1cal

h*f" patterns are. culte swm1]ar to: thoseossocnated w1th the soc1a11zed sub cultura?

:delunquent as descr1bed bj Jenk1ns (196]) and Stephenson, et a]., (1973)

Thus,,tnese four d°]1nquent personallty types represent a cont1nuum of

'-5f_ psychologjcai unﬁt1on1ng fron tne re]atlvelj poor]y Integrated border]1ne person-

":afity pattern to. tne re]atlve]j wel] 1nteqrated sOCIallzed sub cultural person-

‘7:f_f,elit§-patfern

Parenta] Psigpqggtho1qu and De]Inquent Persona11tv Pattnrns :ff

' Twonty 1our percent of the parents of these subJects had rece1ved out-rt
"patlent treatment and/or hosp1tal1zat1on for a psychlatr1c dlsorder. Among the

.éiparents of these g1r]s, 3% of th° fathers and 21% of tne mothers had rece1ved
' ffpsychlatric treatmewt and/er hosp1ta]1zatlon | ‘
| Drug and a?co.o} abuse were reported for 42 of the fathers and 15 of theri.f,
mothers. F}fteen porcent of the fathers had adult crlm]na] records, but thlS o

vas truo for cn}J one mOLher (2“)

and paterna]

Hnen the re?aL1onsh1p between the three measures of matorna

| -psychopatho]ogy and female doiznquent persona]1ty patterns was analyze s severa]

;s1gn1f1cant re]at1ons were d]scovered (cf Table IV) First,’ subJects ulth ‘
“.ant1soc1a] porsonaiie1es were 51gn1f1cant1y more ]1Pe]j to have fat ers . wlth a

'-krecord of psychxatrzr treatmen; than qwr]s in the other tnree groups." ‘

| ~.Second, sungects w1nh anti- soc1a1 pprsona]1t1es vere swgn1f1cant1y more‘
ﬂlllke]y to heve fathors w1uh a psynh1atr1c d1agnosxs 01 personalltj dlsorder, R
'ffhowever, socialized e}lnquents viere equa]]y as ]1kely as - antisoc1a1 subgects to?xf'

o have fathers with drug or aicoho] prob]ems







'There‘Were'no SIanlntcant relat10nsh1ps betleen 1nd1ces of naterna] psycho--

patno]ogy and fema]e de]1nquent personallty Datterns

@ .

Parenta] Psychogatho\ogy and Ue]1nqpent Offense Patterns

A contxngency ana]ys1s of the relationship between 1nd7ces of parenta]

li psychopatho]ogy and de.1nquent offense patterns among these subJects revea]ed

severa} 51gn1r1cant effects

In terms of paterna] psychopatho]ogy, gwrls whose fathers had a record of

psych1atr1c treatment had tota? de]1nquency scores that unre 519n1f1c1nt]y hlgher

', than gxr]s wwth non treated: father (Tau~ 36, p<: 0]) The total de11nquency

B scores of glrls whose fathers had a record of a.coho] or drug abuse vere a]so_ .

svgn1f1cant]y thﬂEP ‘than those with non- addlcted fathers (Tau— 34 p. < 0])

Thls result was also true of girls whose fathers had adu]t crimlnal records as

: compared to g1r]s w1th non cr)mlnal fathors (Tau=.34, p <,Ol) Thus all three
_ neasures of paternal psychopatnotony viere sagnlflcantly assoc1ated w1th the _
: »tendency of fena]e de]lnquents to comm1t more severe offenses such as burglar1es

“and assau]ts

The on]y 1ndex ‘of maternal psychopatho]ogy which was 51gn1f1cant1y re]ated

to fema]e de]lnquent offense patterns was that glrls-whose mothers had a record

- of psycnwatrlc treatment had an earller age at f1rst offense than glr]s w1th non- -

“‘2treated mothers (X 17 31, pg: 01). Girls whose mothers had a history of drug
Eor alcoho] abuse tended to: have hlgher average de]inquency scores than gxr] with
.non- addIcted mothers but this d1fference d1d not quite. reach an- acceptabte tevel

: of_SIanflcance‘(x = 2] 36, p= .06).
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‘-jﬁv§unmagy;angﬁpj§CUssion

In thlS study of a muiti- ethnIc sample of de]lnquert fema]es four person¥'

3 a]wty pattorns were 1dent1f1ed, i.e. s the border]xne, the_anttsocia],.the

: J;¢r neurot1c and the socialized de]}nquent

It was found that subjects With antlsoc7a] persona]ltles were s1gn1f1cantly'
more 11ke]y to have fathers w1th a retord of psychwatrwc treatment than gir?s in

A-:the other three groups they were also more llkeiy to have fathers who were g

. .a?coho)vcs and substance abusers tban grrls wzth neurot:c or bord°r11n° person-'

‘a])tles No lndex of mater)a] psychopathology was fOJnd to ba s1gn1f1cant]y re-‘
.fTated to fema]e de]lnquent persona]1ty patterns _ ‘. ‘ ‘ y
» Al] three neasures of. paternal psychopatho]ogy were found to be SIinfwcantly
re)ated to h1gher tota] de11nquencv scores ln these subjects. However,‘only one. -
measure of materna] psychopatrology, i.e., a record of psvchlatric_treatment,
was posztwve‘y assoc1ated w1th an ear11er age at fxrst offense in this group,
but not to any other index of offense In contrast, Lew1s and Balla (]976)
found that a record of parental crlmlnallty was the only 1ndex of patho]ogy
which vias squwr.cant]y related to any measure of de]lnquen‘ behavior .i.e.,,'.
de]lnquents wvth parents who had criminaj records conmltted their ftrst offenses
, at 2 sxgnlflcantly earlier age than delanuents with non crlmlna] parents.

In “this study, paterral psyfhopathologv was fo&nd to be more swon1f1cant]y. B

re]ated both to personallty patterns and to offense patterns of fema]e de]lnquents ,_;
than materna] psychopatho]ogy While this flnd]ng para]]els the resu]ts of a few

prev10us studxes re]atlng parental psychopatho]oqy to behav1or and personallty patterns

- of defwnquents, wt still ‘raises. some lnterestwng 1ssues (cf, Jenr1ns 1931 E]-

Guebaly, et al., ]978 Trese, 7964 Scharfnan and C]ark, 1967; Fine and Fishipan, 1958);
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The f‘ct tnat fathers of glr]s wwth antlsoc7a? personalltles wcre °lg--
' n1f1cant]y nore likely .0 have been substance abusers and to have boen psycnlatrl-
- ea]]y treated thun fathers of girls- 7n tht other three grouos- crallenges sore of
the assumptlons in the de:elopmentul 71ter« ure. about the relatlve lmfact cf

fathers on the personallty developnent of ch]]dren._ S1nce the tradlt onal ch]]d-

ther cna]d

deve]opnent llterature focuses pr1mar1]y 0‘_t1e 1mportance o;'the m
re]atlonshlp in the deve]opment of. persona?zty and usychopatho‘cg_ one wou!d
prohab]y predlct that materna] psychopa‘ho]og/ wou]d have a more 51gn1f1cant re]a-r

| tronshxp to ado]escent fenule personallty patterns than paterna] psychonatho]ogy
.[ One 1nterpretatlon of the curre1t frr Ing, whlch does rot (VA Qu,.-uch a rre-
‘e dlctlon, 15 that the presence of a father Szt severe psycho]oglra] preb!ems

: and/or antlsoc1a] behavmors (e.q., drug and a]coho] abuse) contrlbutcs dws-
proport*onately to faulty soc1allzatlon in female. chwldren and. fosters the
| deve]opment of the super- ego lacunae which Johnson and Szurek (1952) have des—‘
vcrlbed in the delinquent personal1ty structure, wh1ch i< one of ‘the dlStlﬂﬂU?Sh]nyV:
f atures of the antisocial personailt) From a social- Iearnzng perspectlve, 0ne |
cou]d attribute tne deve]opnent of tnc ant1soc1al persona11ty in these subgects to
h°1r tendency to nodn] their benavwors after tne]r fathers (whether they are pres ent
or ébsent'in the family), part1cu]ar]y in view of the ear]y onset of the!r 1nvo]ve-
ment in the,use cof drugs; alcoho] and the1r ear]y pattelns of sexua] promlscu1ty,
'_assau]t1veness and defiance to adu]t author1ty Even when fathers are absent
unrelia le or znron51stent in their parenta] roles, which was the case for the
"maJorlty of these-subJects; the famviy cu;ture 1ncorporates thelr past and current
behav1ors and va]ues, and they are freouent]y proaected as negatlve ro]e mode]s,tu -
1 their children. Tnus, in the case of emotlona1]y vu]nerable girls, a negative ) ‘
1dent1f1cataon with t.elr fatrers might form the bas1s for the deve]opnent Of'laterwx

dei1nquent behav10rs
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The re]atlon oetheen materna] psychmaur1c problens end edrlxer age of‘
~cnset of de11nquent behav1or may ref]ect tha fact that a d1sturbed mothnr naj |
be prcno1ogically unava1]ab]e to her daugh ar durlng the very cruc1a1 deve]op-
mental staga of early ado]escence.' Percept1ons of their Wothers as wlthdrawn

-or nen- Sdpportlve around issues or emer91n~ sexua11ty and fen1r1ne )dpntlty ray

 lead thon to seek subst1tut9 peer g*oup re]at\onshlps in whlch their frustruted;‘

".dnpendency needs are den1ed and- are dlsplaced bj anti- soc1a] enav:ors such as

druq abuse vandallsm ‘and senual prom15c:1ty
Thxs lnfernret:c194 is supported both by the subJects reparts of materna}

~deprcss1on in th1s study, ‘as well as. ooservnj re]atlonships between maternal

-depressuon and Semale dnllnqucncy in otner racent stud1es (Glbbs, 1981 (1n press)

Chiles, et al., ]08 leissman and S‘ege] 1972).

.h1re.t ese‘resu]tJ[are based.on.a*smallwsampielof déTinquént femaies, theyi'

point to the need for further studies of a wide range of delinquent samples, botﬁ

~ male and female, to determine the relative. ccwtr1but1on of wa;erna] ‘and paterna]

psychovatho]oqy td'deiihduent personalxty typas and behavxors. A more dlfferen- L
tiated unﬂerstand1ng of the *nterartwon among parenta] psychopathology. famlly -

dynamlcs and female de]?nquency, will presu"ab]y lead to more. effect1ve dlagnostic

assessment and treatmewt of de11nquent females and thelr fam111es.

k1ral]y, 1t has bbccne 1ncreas1ng]y clear fron the p1on°er1ng ork of Putter
-and his. assoc1ates (]J66) that chlldren and adolescents reared by pqychologwcallv

disturbed parents .are "at r]Sk" for the de«e]opment of a w1de range of behavxo:v

disurders. tarly’ 1dent1f1cat10n of fam111es where one or both parﬂnts are psy-
chiatrically 1mpa1red is an 1rportant menta1 hea]th stratecy 1n ‘terms of oarly
' 1ntervent10n and potentwa] prevcn*ion of serious d]SOvder among ch1]d*en and

adoTescents
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g§g§gﬂALITY6pATTERNS AnD.PATERHAL‘PsYCHObATHQLOSf |

'.Psychiatric(?)q

- Treatment

u?f;PefsonaJity.
U Patrern

——

h:i:'Bdfdérifne-  | T
W2af Antisbc%éT; x 6
I (.46)
.. “Reurotic. - 3

o (.20)

;Socia)ized .2
Delinquent ) (.33).

 Column I
- Total , 1]’“‘

(1) Kendall's Tay g - £33, P .0)

'~‘A;f(2)_Chi75quare = 7.45, 3 d.f.ip .05

‘"‘ff,f(a)'Not'significaﬁt,.

f7*Peréénfagés represent the proportion of giris in eéch group whose lff;f
cord The base rate thus
is hot constant, .

.hfathers had a rec

Drug/Atconor
© __hbuse

of any index of P

. Sychopathology,
;-,.varies;with each categpry; €.6., the.n

umber of fathers

1
(.14)
.

‘,(fé7)"

6
{.35)

4.
(.67)

20
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