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INTRODUCTION

The following report is a description of court commitments to

the Massachusetts county facilities ‘(houses of correction) during

1981. 1Included is information concerning the operating expenditures,

average populations as well as statistics regarding institution of

commitment, month of commitment, present offense, sentence, age at

commitment, sex, marital status, last school grade completed and

court of commitment.

The tables in this report were derived from

data collected by the Data Processing Unit and were produced on the

Massachusetts Staté College Computer Network.

Upon referring to the statistical tables in this report, the

reader should take note of the following: (1) The total population

is sub~divided by committing institution. (2) The top number in

each cell represents the total number of individuals

who fall into

the corresponding category in the table. (3) The bottom number in

each cell (the number contained in parenthesis) is the percentage of

the number of individuals in the category to the total number of in-

dividuals from that institution (column percents).

For example, upon

referring to the first table on page 6, Month of commitment is pre-

sented and the following types of information can be obtained:

(1) The total number of individuals broken down by
committing institution is labeled and presentea

horizontally.

(2) The specific months are labeled and nresentee

vertically.

(3) Of the 6,246 individuals committed during 1981,

1211 were committed to Billerica.

(4) Of the 1211 individuals committed to Billerica,

132 (11%) were committed in January.



Total Operating Expenses
For Year Ending 6/30/81

Institution County Total Expenditures
Billerica Jail and House of Correction Middlesex $ 5,548,935
Deer Island House of Correction (Boston) Suffolk $ 4,812,841
Charles Street Jail (Boston) Suffolk $ 3,325,250
Edgartown Jail Dukes $ 121,878
Worcester Jail and House of Correction Worcester $§ 2,845,348
Springfield Jail and House of Correction Hampdeﬁ § 3,195,443
Salem Jail and House of Correction Essex $ 954,700
Lawrence Jail and House of Correction Essex 8 830,625
Lawrence Correctional Alternative Center Essex S 579,933
New Bedford Jail and House of Correction Bristol $ 1,425,820
Plymouth Jail and House of Correction Plymouth $ 1,736,518
Pittsfield Jail and House of Correction Berkshire $ 1,027,201
Dedham Jail and House of Correction Norfolk $ 1,751,523
Greenfield Jail and House of Correction Franklin S 560,223
Northampton Jail and House of Correction Hampshire $ 972,957
Barnstable Jail and House of Correction Barnstable $ 1,283,082
TOTAL....ovvvvvnvennnnn. .$30,972,277
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Average Population by Institution for 1981

Institutiocon

Billerica Jail and House of Correction
Deer Island House of Correction (Boston)
Charles Street Jail (Boston)

Edgartown Jail

Worcester Jail and House of Correction
Springfield Jail and House of Correction
Salem Jail and House of Correction
Lawrence Jail and House of Correction |
Lawrence Correctional Alternatiwve Center
New Bedford Jail and House of Corréction
Plymouth Jail and House of Correction
Pittsfield Jail and House of Correction
Dedham Jail and House of Correction
Greenfield Jail and House of Correction
Northamptcn Jail and House of Correction
Barnstable Jail and House of Correction

Total

Average population for 1980: 2654

Percent increase (1980 to 1981): 10.3%

N s mon e L o e ey

Year Average Population
Built Male Female  Total
1930 540 0 540
1901 301 0 301
1849 302 0 302
1863 5 0 5
1973 307 0 307
1890 329 5 334
1813 100 0 100
1850 132 0 132
1893 43 0 43
1853 186 0 186
1910 175 8 183
1870 90 3 93
1850 153 0 153
1856 66 2 68
1852 95 0 95
1935 86 0 86
2910 18 2928
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Summary of Statistics b Present Qffense

The maJ?rity of individuals (837%) were committed for non-person
offensss (48% for offenses against property, 5% for drug offenses,
and 29% for other offenses). The single offense for which individ-
unals were most frequently sentenced was burglary (21%).

During 1981, there were 6,246 individuals sentenced to the county
facilities. This represents an increase of 157 over the number of }
commitments during 1980 and an increase of 115% over the number of |
commitments during 1974. The graph below illustrates the total num-
ber of commitments by year for the past 1T’ years: The 6,246 individ-
uals committed during 1981 represent the largest number of commitments »
since 1971. _ Sentences to county facilities may not exceed 2 1/2 years. One

balf (51%) were committed for sentences of three months or less which
includes commitments in lieu of fines. OFf the 6,246 commitments
during 1981, 181 (37%) served weekend sentences.

Sentence

L8 Lo D

Number of Commitments by Year

Age At Commitment

8,000
7. 600 old The median age for commitments to houses of correction is 23 years
Nug?er 6,000 - Sex
Commitments 5,000 The vast majority of commitments were male (98%).

4,000 Marital Status

3,000 , M . aios . .
ost individuals were single (72%), whereas only 177 were married

— - — + -+ } + — ! — t : at the time of théir incarceration.
1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 198G 188l Last School Grade Completed ;
Year:-of Commitment M - The median last grade completed was eleventh grade. Over one

third of.thg commitments (37%) graduated from high school, whereas
only 92 individuals (1%) graduated from college.

Court of Commitment ~

Institutions

Each institution includes the county jail and house of correction § Courts Most '(87%) of the commitments were sentenced from District
except for Suffolk County. Deer Island is the Suffolk County House of ? ‘ :
Correction and Charles Street is the Suffolk County Jail. The vast maj-
ority of the commitments were sentenced to the housesof correction. Ex-
cluding the 56 commitments to Charles Street Jail, there were 79 individ-
uals committed to all other jails combined. The breakdown is as follows: 4
Billerica 3, Worcester 7, Springfield 1, Salem 4, Lawrence 9, New Bed-
ford 5, Plymouth 6, Pittsfield 2, Dedham 28, Greenfield 2, Northampden

6, and Barnstable 6.

Nearly half (46%) of the commitments were sentenced to three in-
stitutions - Billerica (19%), Worcester (15%) and Springfield (12%).

.*.See Appendix: I for number of commitmentsby year. ; \
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Billgrica Jail and House of Correction
Deer Island House of Correction (Boston)
Charlés Street Jail (Boston)
Edgartown Jail |
Worcester Jail and House of Correction
Springfield Jail and House of Correction
Salem Jail and House of Correction
Lawrence Jail and House éf Correction
New Bedford Jail and House of Correction
Plymouth Jail and House of Correction
Pittsfield Jail énd House of Correction
Dedham Jail and House of Correction
Greenfield Jail and House of Correction
Northampton Jail and House of Correction
Barnstable Jail and House of Correction.
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Year

1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981

APPENDIX T

Total Number of Commitments To
Massachusetts House of Corrections

Since 1971
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Total Number of Commitments

6474
5394
4175
2903
3415
4393
4169
4235
4612
S441
6246
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