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A COMPARISON OF ADMISSION CHARACTERISTICS
OF YOUTH AUTHORITY WARDS, 1973 - 1982

INTRODUCTION

Over the years, the Youth Authority has gathered basic data on the char-
acteristics of first commitments. The number of items collected and the
methods of collection have varied considerably and it is not possible to
recapture all of these data in a uniform fashion for comparative analysis.
For instance, in 1974 a new computer system was initiated which resulted in a
change in the type of information collected. Thus, many of the items in this

report have data only for 1974 and subsequent years. In analyzing the data,

we assume that variations reflect a change in characteristics or behavior.
Where there are known inconsistencies in reporting, there are notations to
that effect in the Summary of Items. These data were originally gathered from
Referral Documents, Clinic Summaries, and Initial Home Visit Data Forms.

The offense categories used in this report consist of the following:

Violent offenses: homicide, robbery, all types of assaults, violent
rape, and kidnapping.

Property offenses: burglary, theft (including auto), forgery and
check offenses, and arson.

Narcotic and drug offenses: all offenses related to narcotics and
dangerous drugs.

Welfare and Institutions Code violations: all age-related offenses
such as incorrigibility, truancy, runaway, foster home or county camp
failure, and escape from county camp or juvenile hall. However,
beginning January 1977, further commitments for these offenses,
except escape, were prohibited.

Other offenses: all offenses not specifically mentioned above.
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HIGHLIGHTS
During the second half of 1981, the Youth Authority implemented a policy
of rejecting many of the more serious commitments from criminal courts in
order to ameliorate the pressures of increasing institution population. This
policy continued through September 1982, when it was cancelled because
Proposition 8, passed in the June election, barred a majority of these cases
from Youth Authority commitments.

Any shift in characteristics in 1981 and 1982 must be interpreted in light
of this change in policy.

--- After decreasing to a low of 49 percent, juvenile court commitments now
are 67 percent of total first admissions.

--- Ethnic minorities now constitute &8 percent of all new commitments to the
Youth Authority. Nine years ago, 56 percent of admissions were ethnic
minorities.

-~~ Yiolent type offenses represent 45 percent of all new commitments to the
Youth Authority. In 1973, they represented only 36 pekcent.

~-- The use or possession of weapons in conjunction with éhe offense has
increasad from 32 percent in 1981 to 35 percent this year.

~-- Seventy-two percent of the wards who were in the job market were
unemployed at the time of the offense.

--- Most of the wards were living in the parental home (76 percent) and
46 percent of the wards came from two-parent homes, either natural parents
or parent surrogates.

~--- QOver one-half of the wards hadbfami1y members with criminal records.

--- By far, the major problems in the wards' adjustment were negative peer

group influences and mental-emotional problems.
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SUMMARY OF ITEMS

Sex

The percentage of female first commitments declined from eight percent in
1973 to just over four percent in 1978 and has fluctuated between four and
five percent over the past five years.

Court

Historically, the juvenile court first commitments have been the larger
proportion of the commitments. The one exception occurred in 1976 when the
criminal court commitments were the larger proportion (51 percent). Otherwise,
in the decade shown, the juvenile court commitments varied from 51 percent in
1974 to 58 percent in 1978. Since 1978, juvenile court commitments have
declined to 53 percent in 1981. Then in 1982, rose to 67 percent because of
factors discussed in the "Highlights".

Area of Commitment

More than half of all commitments are consistently from Southern Califor-
nia, varying from a 57 percent low in 1977 to the high of 63 percent in 1980.
The Los Angeles proportion has increased steadily from 32 percent in 1974 to
45 percent in 1982.

Commitment Offense

The proportion of violent type offenses climbed steadily from 36 percent
in 1973 to 49 percent in 1981 then declined to 45 percent in 1982. Narcotic
and drug commitments have decreased from nine percent of the total to three
percent.

Ethnic Group

Comitments of minority groups have increased from 56 percent of the total
to a high of 68 percent. The Black ethnic group has the highest proportion at
37 percent.

Median Age

Age at commitment declined to 17.5 in 1982 reflecting the decrease in
criminal court commitments.

Y

Number of Escapes

Wards with prior escapes from custody averaged 13 percent of the total
commitments, « .

Co-offenders

The proportion of commitment offenses with more than one youth involved
has increased to 47 percent.
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Weapons with Offense

This year there was an increase in the number of wards that either pos-
sessed or used a weapon during the commission of the current offense
(35 percent). .

Physical Handicaps

Only a small proportion of wards have a physical disability at time of
commitment (4 percent).

Last Grade Enrolled in School

Differences across the years may be a function of reporting changes. The
more recent figures may be most representative of the population at commitment.
In 1976, those last enrolled at the 10th grade Tevel or below comprised 43 per-
cent of the total. This proportion has since increased each year to 52 percent
in 1982. ;

Reading Comprehension

In 1973 and 1974, reading comprehension was tested by the Gates-
MacGinitie. In the following years, the reading comprehension was tested by
the Test of Adult Basic Education (TABE). In these years, the mean grade
level was about the seventh grade. The observable difference in mean grade
level can be attributed to the change in test rather than to the reading
ability of the wards.

Arithmetic Reasoning

In 1973 and 1974, the arithmetic ability of wards was tested by the
Comprehensive Test of Basic Skills. Thereafter, the Test of Adult Basic
Education (TABE) was used. The mean grade level has varied between 6.4 to 6.7-
under the new testing procedure.

Prior Convictions or Sustained Petitions

Beginning in 1978, these data represent only convictions and sustained
petitions. Data for the years 1973-77 reflect all recorded law enforcement
or probation contacts. The two conditions are not comparable.

Median Age at First Prior Conviction or Sustained Petition

Because of the change in the definition of the preceding item, the data
for 1978-1982 have no comparability with prior years.

Prior Commitments

In 1982, 54 percent of the wards had experienced county commitments prior
to their commitment to the Youth Authority..
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Median Age at First Prior Commitment

For those wards experiencing a county commitment, the median age at such a
commitment decreased to almost 15 years in 1982,

* I-level

Most of the differences observable in this item can be attributed to a
change in the method of making the diagnosis.

Religion

The proportion of wards claiming ejther Protestant or Catholic religious
preference has remained fairly constant in recent years.

Major Problem Area

Starting in 1974, parole agents were asked to designate the major problem
the wards experienced while in the community. Negative peer group influences
and mental-emotional problems predominated.

Employment

Abqut three-fifths of the wards were in the job market at commitment.
Approximately 72 percent of those}in the job market were unemployed.

Placement Before Commitment

Almost three-quarters of the wards were living in their parents' home at
the time of the offense leading to Youth Authority commitment.

Qut-of-Home Placements

Thirty-six percent of the wards had been placed out of the parental home
at some time prior to Youth Authority commitment.

Parental Configuration

About 46 percent of the wards came from two-parent homes (either natural
or substitute pdrents).

Parents' Marital Status

Approximateiy two-thirds of theAwards came from homes broken by divorce,
separation or death of parents.
i\

Income Level of Home

~ More than one-half of the wards came from homes with an adequate or better
than adequate~income.
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Family Income from Public Assistance

Sixty-two percent of the families received no public assistance.

Criminal Record of* Family Members

Almost one-third of the wards had siblings w{tﬁ criminal records, and over
one-half of the wards came from families with criminal records.

Economic Aspects of Immediaﬁe Nejghborhood

More than one-half of ‘the wards came from homes where the neighborhood was
considered average or above in maintenance and appearance.

Delinquency Aspects of Immediate Neighborhood

Almost two-thirds of the wards Tived in heighborhoods not considered
highly delinguent. ’ L
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TABLE 1

CHARACTERISTICS OF FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1973-1982

Total Admissions

(Showing percents of totals)

Characteristics

1979

1973 | 19741 1975 | 1976 {1977 | 1978 1980 | 1981 | 1982
Total first admissions........ 2757 | 3002 | 3404 | 3559 {3626 | 3776 | 3640 | 3968 | 4083 | 3316
Maleevevenvnennananns ceeranns 91.9192.9{94.7 {94.9 [95.3 {95.7 | 95.8 {96.1 | 95.9 |95.2
Female..ioeveenrnnes teeenoas 81| 7.1} 5.3} 5.1 | 4.7 4.3| 4.2} 3.9 4.1 4.8
Courtouseensennnnonssnnenneass | 2757 | 3002 | 3404 | 3559 | 3626 | 3776 | 3640 | 3968 | 4083 | 3316
Juvenile....... trsseesesacss 53.1 | 50.9 | 53.7 | 49.3 {55.5 |58.2 | 56.5 |55.2 |53.1 167.3
Criminal.e.iieeuieeenvennnnse 46.9 | 49.1 [ 46.3 | 50.7 |45.4 | 41.8|43.5 {44.8 {46.9 |32.7
Area of commitment....... veees | 2757 1 3002 | 3404 | 3559 |3626 | 3776 | 3640 | 3968 | 4083 | 3316
Southern California......... 59.9 | 59.6 | 61.9 | 58.0 {57.4 158.6|60.7 162.8 |61.8 |61.7
Los AngeleS.ceeecvrsvennn 35.7 132.3{33.5(33.5 {35.3|36.4{41.3 (42.21{43.3 |44.6
9 other counties......... 24.2127.3|28.4 24,5 |22.122.2|19.4 |20.6 |18.5 (17.1
San Francisco Bay area...... 20.5119.8121.0 {23.5 r23.6 22.3121.0119.020.4 |19.0
Sacramento Valley.esvevuunas 7.3 7.7 7.2 7.616.0y 6.0} 6.1{ 5.9} 5.9| 7.2
San Joaquin Valley..eceevaonn 7.4 7.5 6.2} 7.2 | 86| 9.0 7.9| 80| 7,6 | 8.6
22 other counties........... 4.9 5.4 3.7 3.7 | 4.4 4.1 4.3} 4.3 4.3 3.5
Commitment offense 2757 | 3002 | 3404 | 3559 |3626 | 3776 | 3640 | 3968 | 4083 | 3316
Violent type offenses....... {36.1]39.2(44.8 |44.3 [45.1 |46.3|47.8 |49.9 49,1 {45.0
Property type offenses...... 37.4 1 39.0|39.2 /42,2 |45.3 {47.0 | 46.2 [43.5 {44.9 |47.5
Narcotic & drug offenses....| 9.4} 7.6 4.5 3.5 ) 2.5] 2.4| 2.4 2.3 2.1| 2.7
W & I Code violations,...... 10.4| 8.81 5.9 6.3 | 3.6| 0.6} 0.3 0.4} 0.2 -
Other of fenses...cvieeeensss, 6.7 5.4 5.6 3.7 3.5 3.7 3.3 3.9 3.7 4.8
Ethnic groun...ccvveinieennnnsn 2757 | 3002 | 3404 | 3559 |3626 | 3776 | 3640 | 3968 | 4083 | 3316
White....... tetcenerenns veee | 44.5147.3140.7 [40.5 139.3139.3|35.3133.731.932.5
Hispanic...cceevvveinnaannn. 18.9 1 19.8 | 21.4 | 23.2 |25.6 | 26.7 | 28.4 | 28.6 | 27.5 {28.2
Blacke s ieavsneorivannnnnnns 133.9]30.1|34.4|33.7 [32.031.7)33.8|35.438.0]36.7
Other........ B 2.7] 2.8 3.5] 2.6 | 3.1| 2.3] 2.5] 2.3| 2.6 2.5
Median age..eaveveues, evress. | 18.0(18:1]18.0 | 18.2 (17.9[17.8|17.9 [17.9 | 17.9 |17.5
Number of escapés..... ....... . | 2757 | 3002 | 3404 | 3559 |3626 | 3776 | 3640 | 3968 | 4083 | 3316
~None or unknown...... ceseses | 82.4184.5182.3(80.8 {82.1|84.9}|85.984.5|88.7187.5
One or MOre..useeiseaneesees | 17.6115.5117.7 (19,2 {17.,9115.1{14.1 [15.5}11.3 {12.5
Co~offenders..civeeceerocnnsns 2757 | 3002 | 3404 | 3559 k3626 3776 | 3640 | 3968 | 4083 | 3316
None or unknown........ veees | 53.2149.7|51.1147.8 [49.850.9.1 49.3 }48.6 | 54.5 | 53.4
One or tWo....evvvrenenneess [ 39.6 41,7 | 42.1(44,3 [43.3141.4]43.0143.8|39.4 |39.
Three or more.....cvsee. eeeeo | 7.2| 8.6 6.8 7.9 6.9 7.7| 7.7 7.6| 6.1 7.0
iy 58 175B-0022Rks
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CHARACTERISTICS OF FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1973-1982
(Showing percents of totals)

TABLE 1 (Continued)

Tot2l Admissions

1974

1979l

Characteristics 1973 1975 1976 | 1977} 1978 1980 | 1981 | 1982
Weapons wi%h offense.ivvesnens 2757 | 3002 | 3404 | 3559 | 3626 | 3776 | 3640 | 3968 | 4083 | 3316
Ngne or unkn;wn ............. 65.5 | 63.6 |61.3|62.3|62.1}63.8|61.5)|62.5]|68.2]|65.5
YOS e vsreseesnassasnsossoasne 34.51 36.4 {38.7|37.7137.9({36.2 |38.5|37.5|31.8}34.5
ical hé1dica Seevesnrnsons - | 3002 | 2404 | 3559 | 3626 | 3776 | 3640 | 3968 | 4083 | 3316
Phxg;gaor ugknowg ............. -192.3194.3/89.4(89.2{89.5{88.5]90.2{93.3}96.3
Y S e euneeeneneronnsanssaanes -| 7.7 5.7110.6{10.8{10.5({11.5} 9.8} 6.7 | 3.7
t grade enrolled in school. | 2659 2845 3047 | 3305 | 3386 | 3567 | 3453 | 3548 3220 | 2358
Laérages 1 18.1| 15.8 | 20.2 | 16.5 | 16.4 | 19.2 | 18.3 | 19.7 21.2121.2
Grade 10...eevecrseneocasans 25.2 | 24.8 | 26.6 | 26.0 | 26.4 | 26.2 | 28.7 | 27.0 [ 27.5 | 3L.1
Grade 1l...cevevininnnnnennos 31.3] 30.7 | 32.5 | 35.0 | 35.2 | 34.9 | 32.7 | 33.6 | 32.4 | 31.3
Grade 12..ccieeerencsnancaas 16.1 | 17.7 | 11.4 | 13.2 | 14.2 | 13.6 | 13.9 | 12.9 | 12.9| 15.3
H. S. grad or college....... 9.3111.0| 9.3 9.3| 7.8| 6.1 | 6.4 6.8] 6.0 1.1
Reading comprehension
(mean grade Tevel)eeveeeneanes g.o| 8.2 6.9y 7.0] 7.0] 7.0} 6.8| 6.8 6.9|6.9
Arithmetic reasoning ,
(mean grade Tevel).....evveess 5.9 6.0} 6.5 6.6f 6.5 6.7 | 6.6 6.5| 6.4 6.6
Prior convictions or . ;
i titionsa/..... ... 1 27431 2991 | 3205 | 3468 | 359G | 3743 | 3588 | 3862 | 3674 2891
Suigﬁ;?éé.?%.i.i???T{ ......... 44! 5.6 5.3/ 7.3| 7.0/13.6(14.5}15.9119.6)21.1
1-4: e eeiiiiainaronssseasnsns 17.81 25.8 | 27.7 | 30.6 | 30.6 | 55.5 | 61.1| 60.2 | 61.4 | 58.8
T PP 43.51 21.9 | 22.5| 20.9{ 22.6|19.9 {18.6 | 18.1 | 13.8 ] 15.2
8 OF MOTCeuvriosoensasssnsnas 34.3| 46.7 | 44.5|41.2|39.8|11.0| 5.8| 5.8 5.2| 4.9
Median age at first prior
convictign or petitiona/...... 13.91 13.9 | 13.9| 14.2| 14.0| 14.7 | 14.9 | 14.9 | 14.9| 14.6
i FtmentS.eeveeaniones 2742 | 2991 | 3205 | 3468 | 3590 | 3743 | 3588 | 3862 3674 | 2891
Pr&g;e??TT??T?T?? ............. 48.9| 48.6 | 43.3| 43.6] 38.1{37.5|35.1| 39.0 | 44.6 46.1
ONE . vnerenanossesnsnsasonans 29.7 ] 29.3 | 32.9] 30.0| 31.3| 30.9 | 30.6 | 29.8 | 27.9 | 24.4
TWO e sessvsennsnssnsesesnsasns 14.11 13.5 | 14.9] 15.8| 17.0| 19.3 | 20.2| 17.3 | 14.9] 16.2
7.3] 8.6| 8.9]10.6]13.6| 12,3 |14.1| 13.9 | 12.6 13.3

Three Or MOre. .. vevseeecanoss

a/ Definition changed in 1978.

050383
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TABLE 1 (Continued)

CHARACTERISTICS OF FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1973-1982
(Showing percents of totals)

Total Admissions

Characteristics

1973 | 1974 | 1975 11976 | 1977 { 1978 {1979 | 1980 | 1981 | 1982
Median age at first pr1or
commitmenteeeeeereerioeinonsas 15.9 | 15.9 | 15.9 |15,9 | 15.7 | 15.6 [15.6 |15.7 {15.6 | 15.2
I-Leveliiviirnreneronnneeninns 2424 | 2802 | 2472 2855 | 2795 | 2849 {2801 | 2668 | 2666 | 2041
-2 iieinennnnes Ceeeeeenanes 7.5 8.0}10.7 { 9.4 9.9 8.3} 9.0 (11.3]11.3{12.6
I=3eieiiiieesenorncnnonnanne » 151.0151.0 |54.8 |54.5}57.859.4 |60.9 |54.8 |56.6 | 58.8
I-4 and I-5...iviiiinnerenens 41,5 141.0 | 34.5 |36.1(32.3|32.3|30.1(33.9(32.1{28.6
ReTigioN et reveennevvennsnnan 12314 | 2404 | 2550 2725 | 2849 | 2935 | 2161 | 2242 | 2482 | 2076
CatholiCeeiueiieeerunaeenons 42.8 (45,4 | 46.7 |46.9 | 45.3 |48.3 [46.5 [46.4 | 45.9 | 43.8
Protestant..civvieviennnenes 55.0 {53.3 | 51.2 |51.4 |52.8 |49.0 {52.4 |53.4 [53.9]56.0
Other...ieiieerreensnreenness 2.2y 1.3y 2.1 | 1.7} 1.9 2.7 ¢ 1.11 0.2 0.2/ 0.2
Major problem area.....eeeeve. - | 2456 | 2753 {2741 | 2872 | 3029 | 2733 | 2887 | 2718 | 2318
NOME..viviinnnnineinanenansas -{12y10}16} 1.3} 1.0 0.6 | 1.5 0.9 0.3
Employment...vecrienieveranae -1 711 7.01(7.4} 59} 5.4} 5.1 6.3 ] 6.3] 4.4
Familyeeeenvoeannns Chersenan -112.2{ 84 { 7.0} 85} 85| 7.6} 7.1 6.6 7.9
Yo 1o Lo 1 E S P -1 3.8} 3.3 (3.2 3.3} 2.7)2.5} 27| 2.5] 2.1
Drugs/alcohol..cecviniennnns - 16,7 {14.2 {14.5{14.3 | 14.0 {15.2 }15.2 {13.9 | 11.3
Peer influenCe.vecuiierecaas - 137.8142.9 {41.6 |42.8|41.6 {41.2 {39.7 [43.41{47.3
Mental/emotional....cevuvese - 121.2 {23.2 [24.7 | 23.9 {26.8 127.9 [27.5 {26.4|26.7
Employment....iieviiinnienanas - | 2547 | 2857 {2840 | 3011 | 3166 | 2801 {2875 | 2794 | 2381
Not in job market........... - 36,5 |37.7 {34.2 {36.4(32.7 {33.1132.9 {32.040.0
Unemployed...eevevvnnneennas - 138.5141.9 {46.0 | 44.2 [ 45.7 |43.7 |45.7 |45.9 {43.6
Employed part-time.......... -113.4 |12.4 |11.810.0}11.6 |12.3 | 9.1 |13.6(10.8
Employed full-time........ .o ~111.6 | 8.0 | 8.0 9.4 10.0 |10.9 (12.3 | 8.5 5.6
Placement before commitment... - | 2548 | 2904 |2881 | 3033 | 3186 | 2809 | 2899 | 2831 | 2411
Parents..... Ceererenersenana -173.1173.4 |72.4|73.674.0 {73.0 |74.2 |74.176.1
RelativeS.iveieeeesnernncnns -1 881) 9.3 ]9.4] 86| 9.1 9.7 ]10.1] 8.4 9.0
Foster/group home......c.... -1 6.0} 5.3 |5.2] 6.5 6.6 | 53| 5.2 6.4} 6.4
Independent..coevieenevinens -112.1 {12.0 |13.011.3j 10. 3 12.0 | 10.5 |11.1| 8.5
Qut-of-home placement......... - [ 2434 12740 {2724 § 2795 | 2985 | 2605 | 2737 | 2626 | 2237
o} 1 - 65.7 {68.1 [67.8|64.0]65.1 |63.463.2 |64.4]64.4
ONB.uvverroresarvioonsnannsas 16.3 {16.8 {15.8116.9 | 15.6 |15.9 {16.8 |16.5 | 15.4
© TWO OF MOr€.euvevasas Ceesraea 18.0 {15.1 {16.4 1 19.1119.3 {20.7 {200 |19.1] 20.2
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TABLE 1 (Continued)

CHARACTERISTICS OF FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1973-1982
(Showing percents of totals)

Total Admissions

Characteristics 1973 | 1974 | 1975 | 1976 | 1977 | 1978 | 1979 | 1980 | 1981 | 1982
parental configuration...... . - | 2578 | 2919 | 2902 3252 351; 2§3§ zggg 2363 2§4§
i hOME.svesnnns 1 6.1] 2.7 5.5 6. . . X ) )
33e332§2§§ home e " 12161 aa.2 |45.1 | 46.2 | 46.1 |61.8 | 62.0 | 62.2 | 48.9
THO-pArent NOME...seenssss- T lenigls1.1]49.3|47.2 |48.0 |32.5 | 32.2 | 32.1 | 46.0
parents' marital status...... 2702 | 2965 | 3128 | 3413 | 3511 | 3627 | 3500 | 3549 | 3035 | 2490
" Never Married...sesseneeens 3.9 7.6 | 5.9 | 6.5| 8.9|10.2 |12.7 | 12.1|13.1 |11.2
Presently married...... 13007 3405 | 3301 | 31.8 | 29.7 | 30.0 | 28.0 | 25.7 | 25.7 gg.g
No Tonger married.......... 251 |57.9 | 61.0 |61.7 | 61.4 |59.8 |59.3 | 62.2 | 61.2 | 66.
| 26 | 2702 | 2323
Tevel Of hOME.e.seenss _ | 2516 | 2833 | 2801 | 2879 | 3080 | 2724 | 28
Infggi than adequate.. ... ..., D 141.1]43.7 |44.2 | 46.3 | 42.8 [42.7 | 43.4 | 42.8 | 46.7
AQEQUALE . e v evssranenssnenes “152°3151.9 |51.6 | 49.5 | 53.1 |52.3 | 52.8 | 52.7 sg.i
More than adequate......... - | 6.6 4.4} 4.2] 4.2} 4.1 ] 5.1} 3.8, 4.5 .
iy i blic ) ;
igg;l{agggoT?.ff?T.?? ........ _ 1243 | 2713 | 2706 | 2773 | 2944 | 2586 | 2654 | 2570 | 2231
NOMB + v oo _ | 66.1| 625 |62.5 | 60.5 |63.0 |63.2] 62.3|64.4 62.0
Less than Half....esesesess “|%8i0| 98| 9.0| 00| 9.2 | 9.5]10.0] 8.7 8.8
Mora than Natfa...eeessenes " |25.9 | 27.6 | 28.5 | 30.5 | 27.8 |27.3 | 27.7 | 26.9 | 29.
Crigingl record of fam1]¥.... _ 12299 | 2616 | 2568 | 2652 | 2838 | 2522 | 2575 | 2549 | 2134
e e c7 2 |50.2 | 51.6 | 49.0 | 47.4 |45.7 | 46.6 | 47.7 | 48.6
PArENtS ONI1Yesveessrennsnes 971871 80| 7.8| 7.6 | 9.2| 8.9 8.3 %g.i
STDTINGS ONT1Yureeneronnnens ~ 286 | 32.3 | 33.0 | 34.6 |34.4 |34.0| 32.3 | 32.0 | 29.1
Do “ 1979|788 | 7.4 8.6 |10.6 |11.1|12.2 | 12.0 | 11.8
ic of ‘ v
%ﬁ?gfiﬁﬁwmm ....... - _ | 2523 | 2848 %ﬁ %% %ﬁ Q% %% %ﬁ
. | _|8o0l 7.3| 6.9 5. . . . .
QSSXE JURMAE reeeree - ~147.7 |50.0 | 50.1 | 50.3 |51.4 | 47.8 | 48.5 | 48.6
BeT O AVET AR e e e Tl Tlaa'3la2.7 04350 |43.4 [42.5]44.4 | 44.2 | 45.9
i ts of B
?ﬁégzggigcﬁe?zgggr;ogd ....... - - | 2504 | 2823 zgog 225; 3élg 2243 2293 2232
CAQUENE + 2 s s seseeeenes |l -1 9.0} 6.4 6. 7| 5. . . .
Q?ggsl}?gugglinquent ....... - - 27.0 | 25.1 gg.g gg.g 'gg.g gg.g gz.g ugg.?
A i ent oooooo - - 35-0 37vl . . . n-. - .
ﬂ?gﬁ?§t§l¥iﬁiléﬁ§? ......... 1 129013104 31.9 (32,7 |32.1]31.7 | 34.9 | 35.3

Note: Un]éss indicated differently, responses cgded as unknown were removed
from each item thus accounting for differing totals.
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“TABLE 2

CHARACTERISTICS OF FIRST COMMIYMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1972-1982

(Showing percents of totals)

Males Only
Characteristics 1973 [ 1974 {1975 | 1976 (1977 {1978 |1979 | 1980 {1981 {1982
Total first admissions....... 2534 | 2790 | 3224 | 3377 |3457 (3614 [3487 | 3814 |3914 | 3156
quft ........................ 2534 | 2790 (3224 | 3377 3457 13614 |3487 | 3814 |3914 | 3156
JUVENTTB. teeverencanencsson 51.1 {49.0 |53.2 {48.4 {55.1 |57.6 |56.1 {54.7 |52.5 {66.8
Criminal...coieincnnenennen 48.9 {51.0 {46.8 { 51.6 [44.9 [42.4. |43.9 {45.3 {47.5 |33.2
Area of commitment........... 2534 | 2790 | 3224 | 3377 |3457 |3614 (3487 | 3814 [3914 |3156
Southern California........ 59.7 | 60.8 |62.1| 58.5 {57.8 |58.9 [61.2 |63.0 [62.3 [62.3
Los AngeleS.ieeenevensnen 36.4 | 33.4 }134.1(33.9 [35.3 ;37.0 |41.9 {42.3 |[43.8 [45.2
9 other counties........ 23.3(27.4128.0}24.6 |22.5 |21.0 |19.3120.7 |18.5 {17.1
San Francisco Bay area..... 20.4 |1 19.5 {20.9| 23.4 |23.4 |22.0 {20.8 {19.1 {19.9 }18.6
Sacramento Valley..ceoisnsn 7.4 7.2 7.2 7.4 {6.116.1]6.0; 6.,0]5.9! 7.3
San Joaquin Valley......... 7.4 7.3 6.1} 7.1 |8.5 9.0 | 7.8 7.7 | 7.6 | 8.5
22 other counties: ......... 5.0 5.2 3.7} 3.6 | 4.2 4.0 4.2] 4.2 | 4.3} 3.3
Commitment offense........... 2534 | 2790 | 3224 | 3377 {3457 |3614 |3487 | 3814 |3914 | 3156
Violent type offenses...... 37.0(40.1 1 44.9| 44,3 {44.8 145,9 |47.4 | 49.6 (49.3 |44.2
Property type offenses..... 39.0 | 40.0 | 39.8 | 42.7 (46.0 |47.4 [46.6 | 43.8 [44.9 |48.4
Narcotic & drug offenses 9.0y 7.0 4.2 3.2 | 2.3 | 2.4 2.4 2.3 2.0 2.6
W & I Code violations...... 8.5y 7.4 5.6 6.3 | 3.5 | 0.6 { 0.3 0.4} 0.2 -
Other offenses....cevvunes R 6.5 5.5 5.5y 3.5 | 3.4 | 3.7 | 3.3 3.9 3.6 4.8
Ethnic group.seeseveeesennens 2534 | 2790 | 3224 { 3377 |3457 |3614 }3487 | 3814 3914 | 3156
White.....oovvuenns arereaes 44.2 | 46.6 | 40.7 | 40.3 {39.5 [38.8 }34.9} 33.5 {31.6 ] 31.8
HiSpaniC.eeiesanaeeoannnens 18.1(20.2 | 21.4 23.4 |25.6 [27.0 {28.3|28.6 |27.7 | 28.7
I (o3 34.11{30.5(34.3| 33.8 {31.9 |31.8 |34.435.8 {38.136.9
Other..ieeeereseseanansnens 2.6 2.8| 3.6 2.5 3.0/ 2.4 2.4 2.1 | 2.6 2.6
Median age...veeseoercrcceans 18.1 lé.Z 18.0 18.2 |18.0 {17.8 17,9 17.9 117.9 17.6
Number of escapes.....s.ceene 2534 | 2790 | 3224 | 3377 [3457 3614 {3487 | 3814 3914 | 3156
None or unknown............ 82.4|84.8182.2|80.9 [81.8 {84.6 [85.9| 84.56 [88.8]87.9
One or MOr@..evuee.ss eesese 17.6 | 15.2{17.8] 19.1 |18.2 {15.4 {14.1} 15.4 [11.2 |12.1
Co-offenders..cieeveeceseannes 2534 ) 2790 | 3224 | 3377 | 3457 {3614 |3487 | 3814 | 3914 | 3156
None or unknown..........«. 52.0{ 49.0 | 50.9) 47.5 |49.5 |50.7 {49.5] 48.3 {54.2 | 53.4
One or tWo.ceuevssaenaneans 40.6 | 42.3142.6| 44.5 |43.5 {41.6 143.0) 44.2 139.7 ) 39.8
Three or mMOr€..ceeessosnnes 7.4 87! 6.5| 80} 6.9 7.7} 7.5} 7.5 6.1} 5.8
Weapons with offense..... vees | 2534 | 2790 | 3224 3377 | 3457 | 3614 | 3487 | 3814 | 3914 | 3156
‘None or unknown........ .... | 64,3 62.6]60.8| 61.7 |61.8|63.8(61.7|62.9 [68.0]65.6
YeSeiranne Viteierireceranns 35.7 37.4]39.2]| 38.3138.2|36.2{38.3] 37.1 {32.0] 34.4
1758-0022Rks
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TABLE 2 (Continued) TABLE 2 (Continued)
CHARACTERISTICS OF FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1973-1982 . b CHARACTERISTICS OF FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1973-1982
(Showing percents of totals) e (Showing percents of totals)
Males Only . | Males Only
Characteristics 1973 {1974 | 1975 | 1976 | 1977 | 1978 | 1979 | 1980 | 1981 |1982 5 . -'haracteristics 1973 |1974 {1975 |1976 | 1977 | 1978 |1979 | 1980 | 1981 {1982
. . 2. o
Physical handicapS..seseeeen. - 12790 | 3224 | 3377 {3457 | 3614 | 3487 | 3814 | 3914 |3156 B I-LeVelerserreonenorsonnnenns 2251 | 2614 | 235y |2781 | 2702 | 2757 {2722 | 2542 | 2559 |1955
None or unknoWwn......veevs. -193.3{94.3 [89.4 [89.0 {89.6 | 88.8 {91.8|94.6 |96.3 I-20.000iee, fensassasnsens 7.8 | 8.1110.7 | 9.5} 9.7 { 8.1 | 8.8|11.1}11.5 |12.1
Y S e e es e eevenennssananesns - 6.7 5.7110.6 111.0 |10.4111.2| 8.2 | 5.4 | 3.7 i B T P 51.7 |52.5 | 55.0 |54.5 |58.3 |59.7 [61.5|55.3 [56.6 |59.6
| g I<4 and I=5.iueeernenneees 40.5 |39.4 |34.3 [36.0 | 32.0 |32.2 |29.7 | 33.6 |31.9 |28.3
Last grade enrolled in school | 2442 |2647 | 2888 | 3158 |3230 |3410 | 3310 | 3450 | 3113 |2256 ! o
Grades 1=, . e eeeeeenanans 16.9 {15.0120.2 |16.2 |15.8 |18.4 { 17.6 |19.4 | 20.9 |20.5 : ReTigion.iveeosesnseesnncesns 2124 {2230 {2397 |2582 {2732 | 2812 {2097 | 2196 | 2482 |2069
Grade 10...eveeeensennnenns 25.5 | 24.7 | 26.6 | 25.8 |26.2 |26.2 | 28.6 |26.9 |27.5 |30.9 g CatholiCecevuevineinninanns 43.4 |45.7 146.9 |47.3 |45.2 |48.4 |46.3|46.4 | 45.9 [43.9
Grade 1leveererrernenns ... | 31.5 {31.0]32.4 |35.6 [35.8 |[35.5|33.0 |33.832.7 |32.0 { Protestant...............0 54.3 |53.1 151.0 |51.0 |53.0 |49.0 |52.8 | 53.4 |53.9 |55.9
Brade 12..eeeneeesceneenons 16.5 [18.1{11.3 {13.2 [14.2 |13.9 {14.2 [ 13.1[12.9 |15.5 : Other......... R IR 2.3 1 12| 2.1 1.7 1.8 2.6 | 0.9] 0.2} 0.2 | 0.2
H. S. grad.or college...... 9.6 {11.2| 9.5| 9.2 | 8.0 | 6.0| 6.6 | 6.8| 5.0 | 1.1 ) ) , g
: Major problem area...i....... - | 2270 | 2615.2596 | 2737 | 2902 |2612 | 2765 | 2600 {2197
Reading comprehension % NOMEa e eeevvnnnesnnnnennnens -{1.3| 1.3 ] 16| 1.3 1.0} 0.6} 1.4 0.9 | 0.4
(mean grade level)......... . 8.0 82| 6.9| 7.0 7.0 7.0| 6.8} 6.8| 6.9 | 6.9 _ Employment.......covvennen -1 7.7( 7.3 (7.8 6.1 55/ 5.2| 6.4| 6.5 4.6
! Familyeeeeennnnn. Cereeeeaes -|11.4| 8.4 | 6.9 | 8.4 8.4 | 7.3| 6.9 6.4 | 7.7
Arithmetic reasoning : - N SChO0T s v veeennnresennensons -1 4.0 3.4 | 3.3| 3.3 2.8 2.5 2.7] 2.5] 2.2
(mean grade Tevel)iiv.evee.n. 591! 6.0 6.5 6.6 | 6.7.. 6.7 6.6 ! 6.5| 6.4 | 6.6 | Drugs/alcohol.....euenennn. - 116.2 |14.2 [14.2 | 14.2 | 13.9 |15.3 | 15.2 |13.8 |11.3
: : : ~ Peer influence...evveeeenes - 138.8 |43.4 [42.3(43.0|42.4 |41.8] 40.3 | 44.0 |48.0
Prior convictions or ; Mental/emotional.veeeven... - 120.6 | 22.3 {23.9 | 23.7 | 26.0 |27.3|27.1|25.9 |25.8
sustained petitionsa/........ 2521 12780 | 3037 | 3309 |3423 |3582 | 3437 |3712 | 3530 |2743 i :
NOME . v vverennnnns e, 4.4 1| 5.4 50| 7.0 | 6.8 [12.6|13.7 |15.4 |19.6 |21.1 z Employment...........couuutnnn - 12360 | 2714 (2691 | 2871 | 3033 [2685 | 2758 | 2676 |2256
Lo et et raans 17.5 |25.6 | 27.2 | 30.4 {30.1 {55.8 |{61.3 |60.4 |61.2 {59.0 | Not in job market.......... - [35.1]36.8 [33.3|35.6}32.0 |32.6 32.6]31.3 |38.7
Ty 43.8 |21.7 | 22.5 {20.9 |22.7 |20.5|19.1 [18.3|14.1 |15.1 Unemployed..... svereaseceas - [38.7 |42.1 |46.4 | 44.3 45,7 |43.8| 45.5 |46.1 |44.4
B O MO Ceeursveesrnnannnss 34,3 {47.3{45.3 {41.7 {40.4 |{11.1] 5.9 | 5.9 | 5.1 | 4.8 Employed part-time....... e - 113.9|12.8 |12.1]10.4 11,9 |12.5] 9.3]13.9 |11.2
Employed full-time......... -112.3 | 8.3 | 8.2 | 9.7 (10.4 |11.1] 12.6 | 8.7 | 5.7
Median age at first prior .
conviction or petitiona/..... 14.0 {13.9 | 13.9 |14.2 {14.0 |14.7 | 14.9 |14.9 | 14.9 |14.7 ; Placement before commitment.. - | 2365 | 2759 (2732 | 2897 | 3051 |2692 | 2788 | 2711 | 2290
= : | Parents...veeiiiiieeerianes - (74,0 |74.1 |73.3{74.1|74.7 |73.8] 74.8|75.3 |77.0
Prior commitments....eeeeens. 2520 | 2780 | 3037 | 3309 | 3423 | 3582 | 3437 | 3712 | 3530 | 2743 : RelativeS.eeviiinerivnnnnss -1 9.0] 9.3 9.5| 8.7| 9.3} 9.8/ 10.2| 8.1} 9.0
NOME . e v veeeereenenennnnnees 46.9 |47.5 { 42.5 | 42.8 |37.2 |36.6 | 34.1 |38.3|44.1 |45.1 Foster/group home.......... -] 49| 4.8 | 45| 6.2| 6.2 | 4.9 4.9 5.9 5.9
0] - F 30.7 {29.8{33.4 {30.3 [31.8 {31.2 |{31.1 [29.928.0 |24.5 Independent.............. . -|12,1|11.8 |12.7|11.0| 9.8 {11.5| 10.1]10.7 | 8.1
TWO . e eeennnsneeas Crnennees 14.8 |14.0 | 15.0 | 16.1 |17.3 {19.7 | 20.4 |17.7 | 15.2 |16.7 :
THree OF MOr . eeeeeeesnnans 7.6 | 8.71 9.1110.8 {13.7 |12.514.4 [14.1112.7 |13.7 ‘ OQut-of-home placements....... - 12253 | 2608 [2578 | 2666 | 2858 {2496 | 2625 | 2517 | 2123
: , None. i resenereeee - |67.8 | 68.9 |68.7 | 64.6 | 65.8 |64.4| 64.0 | 65.1 |65.4
Median age at first prior = o i b One..eavnn Ceeeesessasseens -{16.116.6 {15.8|16.9 | 15.4 {16.0| 16.9 | 16.4 {15.4
commitment............ weeeess | 16.3 |15.9]15.9 |16.0 |15.7 |15.5|15.6 |15.7 | 15.6 |15.2 ; TWo or more........ veersaes -|16.1|14.5 |15.5 | 18.5| 18.8 |19.6| 19.1| 18.5 |19.2
. 'y
a/ Definition changed in 1978. Formerly titled Prior Delinquent Contacts.
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TABLE 2 (Continued) ; ; TABLE 3
CHARACTERISTICS OF FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1973-1982 bR CHARACTERISTICS OF FIﬁggog?r”IT§E§1§t§°0;”5012$§§ AUTHORITY , 1573-1962
(Showing percents of totals) ; g percel '
Males Only . : / Females Only
v ] T - 1982
Characteristics 1973 {1974 {1975 |1976 |1977 {1978 |1979 |1980 | 1981 |1982 L, Characteristics 1973 |1974 | 1975 |1976 | 1977 1978 \1579 |1980 | 1981 ©
:

. s 60

Parental configuration....... - |2387 |2774 |2755 | 2928 {3079 |2718 |2877 | 2742 |2884 Tota] first admissions....... 223 | 212 | 180 | 182 | 169 | 162 ) 153 | 154 | 169 | 1
No parents in home......... - | 6.1 4,6 | 5.5 6.3 5.7 |5.7| 5.7] 5.41} 4.2 12| 180 | 182 | 169 | 162 | 153 | 154 | 169 | 160
One-parent home............ - 40.7 |44.0 |47.5 |46.3 |45.9 |61.7 |61.7 |62.3 |39.0 CoUrt, s smremmeereeseneee 2 e 3s 66.s |5as |70.4 |66.7 |65.6 |68.0 |76.3
Two-parent home............ - |°3.2|51.4147.0 147.4 148.4 132.6 132.6 | 32.3 |56.8 CrAMINGT «eenneneeneen ot | 2427 | 2405 (36.1 |33.5 |35.5 [29.6 (33.3 {34.4 |32.0 (23.7
Parents' marital status...... 2481 | 2755 |2963 |3258 |3348 |3468 (3349 |3404 | 2900 |2361 ° 5 160

i MENE L v evernenns 223 | 212 | 180 | 182 | 169 | 162 | 153 | 154 | 169

Never marrled...... ...c... 3.8 7.6 5.5 8.3} 8.7 9.8)12.511.6113.0 }11.2 S aughern Cal frormiar. . L. 62.3 |45.8 [59.4 |48.4 [47.3 |51.2 |50.3 {57.8 |50.9 |39.4
Presently married.......... 31.1 |35.1 [33.6 [32.3 |30.0 [30.1 (28.1 [26.1 {26.0 {22.1 Los Angeles . | 28.2118.923.9 |24.7 |18.9 |24.1 |26.1 |39.6 |31.4 |33.8
No Tonger married.......... 65.1 |57.3 |60.9 |61.4 |61.3 [60.1 |59.4 |62.3 |61.0 |66.7 5 o ther counties. Tt 13401 | 2600 | 35.5 |23.7 | 2814 |27.1 |26.2 |18.2 |19.5 | 5.5
Income level of home......... - 12333 {2692 | 2658 |2750 |2952 |2613 |2716 {2591 {2206 . 3.1 |21.7 |24.7 | 29.0 |29.6 |25.5 |17.5 |30.8 |25.0
Less than adequate......... - [40.9 |43.3 |43.8 |46.0 |42.5 |42.6 |43.3 |42.9 [46.9 St tay, 22 B B e Ty o 185 | 33 | 605 | 4a
Adequ§te ................... - 152.5 {52.3 |51.9 |49.8 |53.4 |52.5 |52.9 |52.5 |50.1 San Joaquin Va]]e& ......... 6.7 9.4 8.9 | 9.3 (11.3 | 8.7 { 9.8 {14.3 | 8.3 |11.3
More than adequate......... -} 6.6 &4 A3 424149 3.8 4.6 3.0 22 other cOUNties.......... 4.2| 8.5| 3.3| 6.1| 7.7 | 5.6 | 5.9]7.1| 3.5]|6.9
Family income from public | ) ' ¢ 223 | 212 180 | 182 | 169 | 162 | 153 | 154 | 169 | 160
asSTSEance. .. iverenrsesnen, - | 2265 |2576 |2573 | 2646 |2822 |2481 |2551 | 2472 |2119 C°3¢;§gggtt;;§eg§$é5;é;;;:;;; 255 | 26.4 | 44.5 |45.0 | 51.5 |54.9 |58.1 |55.8 |44.4 [45.6
NOME. s seeestemee e - %53 (%28 (62.9 1619 63.3 163.3 162.9 164.6 162.1 Property type offenses..... | 19.3|26.4127.2 |33.0 | 32.0137.0135.3 136.4 | 45.0 3; 2
More than half............. - |25.6 |27.1 {28.4 |30.1 |27.4 [27.2 |27.4 {26.8 |29.4 ﬁagc?tégdg 3gggag?gﬁgses %g.g %g 2 1g.g 2.2 Z'i %:é 3.313.91 4.1} 5.

e e S (N I SRR SN N S L S~ S S VLA AR SRR R LR AR S AL B A . . . . . . . . .1
Criminal record of family Other offenses........ovnes 9.4| 4.2| 6.1 5.5| 4.7 | 3.1 3.3 3.9 6.5 |18
MEMBES + v v aseessennsannnsen - 2122 | 2488 |243a |2526 |2717 (2412 |2475 | 2366 |2025 | . = 160

‘ > ELANTC GroUPeeseennsesssssnes 223 | 212| 180 | 182 | 169 | 162 | 153 | 154 | 169
NOE. .ovuvaninniinneinnnn, - |52.2 50.5 |51.9 149.1 |47.8 146.0 146.7 147.9 |48.6 Whiten | 48.9 | 57.6 | 40.0 | 43.4 | 36.1 | 49.4 | 44.4 |38.9 | 38.5 |46.9
Parents only............... - |26 85 7.8) 7.8 7.5 ) 9.2 8.5 80 0.1  HISPANICaneanneeeainans 15.2 | 14.6 | 20.6 | 19.8 | 25.5 [19.7 |30.1 |29.9 | 21.3 |17.5
Siblings only.eeeevenenaonns - |29.0 |32.5 |33.1 {34.9 (34.4 |34.2 {32.2 {32.2 {29.3 Black........ 31.4 | 24.5136.1132.4|34.3{28.4[20.3[27.337.3 [32.5
BOtNev s eneeeeenninnnnnnnnns - | 9.2 |85 | 7.2 | 8.2 |10.3 |10.6 |12.2 |1%1.9 |11.7 Bl erene s rennenrnnn Sre 53T s e s | s | 3la | 200 | a0
gl‘ ---------------------- “Ta . . . .
Economic aspects of T 7 17.5]17.5|17.3{17.4 {17.3 | 17.5 |16.9
fomediate neighborhood. ... - |2305 2706|2693 | 2827 2007|2648 | 2741 | 2620 | 2230 Median age........ovvrerenen 16.9 | 16.9 17.0
OVe AVerage.....eeeseesns =1 7.8 7. 7. 6.3 16.317.9]7.4] 6. 5. : ‘ 223 | 2121 180 182 | 169 | 162 | 153 | 154 | 169 | 160
AVETAZE. . v nrtineanenns - [47.8 |50.3 |50.2 50.4 |51.5 |47.8 |48.6 |47.6 |48.5 : e O et ) 5 5| 80.3 | 83.3 | 78.6 | 88.2 | 91.4 | 85.6 |81.2 | 85.2 |78.8
BeTOW AVErage....enssssssn. - |44.4 |22.6 |42.7 |43.3 |42.2 |44.3 [44.0 | 46.3 |46.4 - DO O g et 17511008 16,7 | 21.4|11.8 | 8.6 |14.4 |18.8 | 14.8 |21.2
Delinquency aspects of | - p ~ | 182 169| 162 | 153 | 154| 169 | 160
immediate neighborhood....... - | 2330 | 2683 |2662 | 2820 |2992 |2634 |2685 | 2633 {2210 i Cq&gffegde;;iééQ; """""" 6222 sglg 5é83 53.3 | 55.0 | 56.2 | 44.4 | 56.5 | 59.8 |53.8
NondeTinquent.............. |85 6.3 6.5) 9.5 5856158987150 SR e on ot | 28l3 ] 33.0( 31.7 | 39.6 | 38.5 | 35.2 | 43.8 | 34.4 | 33.7 |36.2
Minimally delinquent....... - 126.7 {25.2 [25.3 {22.4 [24.5 125.4 {23.5{21.9 |24.0 i : h ot e 4.9/ 9.0/11.6{ 7.1{ 6.5| 8.611.8| 9.1] 6.5 [10.0
Moderately delinquent...... - 135.4 |36.9 36.3 |39.4 |37.8 |36.2 |34.7 | 36.0 [35.5 B Three OF MOF€.«reeererees I R '
Highly delinquent.......... - |29.4 |31.6 {31.9 |32.7 |31.9 |31.8 |34.9 | 35.4 |35.5 S Weapons with offense......... | 223| 212| 180| 1s2| 169| 162| 153 | 154| 169 | 160
q o | ‘ 4.8 |54.9 | 53.2 | 72.2 |63.8
Note: Unless indicated differently, responses coded as unknown were removed \ o None or UnKNOWM. «eovreneee. ;g ? ;g'g ;é é ;2 é g? z 25'2 5.1 | 46.8 | 27.8 | 36.2
from each item thus accounting for differing totals. I YeS....w Prremeenrenre et )
2 15 : 175B-0022Rks
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TABLE 3 (Continued)

CHARACTERIéTICS OF FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1973-1982

(Showing percents of totals)

Females Only

Characteristics 1973 {1974 | 1975 | 1976 | 1977 {1978 | 1979 |1980 | 1981 |1982
i . 69 160
Jcal handicapSeeveeesasas - | 212 180 182 169 162 153 154 1
Phﬁg;gaornSnknowg ............ - 193.8|96.6 {90.7 [93.5 87.7 | 82.4 |50.0 {61.5 [96.9
Y S s eieneonoinsnnresessones - | 6.2 3.4 9.3 6.5 |12.3117.6 |50.0 {38.5 3.1
1led in schoo] 217 198 159 147 169 157 143 98 107 102
Lag:agggdi g???..? ........... 30.9 |26.321.4 |21.8 |27.5 {36.3|32.8 [30.6 [31.8 |37.3
Grade 10..iveineeenesnannn 21.2 126.3127.0 |32.0 {30.8 [25.5130.8 {32.7 {28.0 |37.3
Grade 1l..vieiiiienennnnnnnn 29.5 {28.3133.3 |23.1 {23.1 |21.0{24.5 {23.5 |22.4 |16.7
Grade 12...cvivieenrennnnns 12,0 {11.6 | 12.6 {13.6 {14.1 | 8.9 | 9.1 | 6.1 |12.2 | 7.8
H. S. grad or college...... 6.4 | 7.5 5.7 9.5} 4.5 8.3 2.8 {7.1| 5.6 | 0.9
Reading conmiprehension
(gea; gradepleve1) ........... 8.0|7.8) 6.8} 7.3 6.9 7.3| 6.9 | 6.5 6.9 | 6.8
Arithmetic reasonin |
(;ean grade 1eve]).? ......... 6.3 | 5.8} 6.3| 6.8 | 6.3 | 6.7| 6.6 | 6.5 6.9 | 6.6
i ictions or
25;221523Vpet1t10nsa/ ........ 222 | 211 188 | 159 | 167 | 161 ‘151 150 | 144 | 148
NONE . evusnonnssessscssannns 5.0 7.1110.1113.8 |11.9 |36.0 33.8 |26.7 |20.1 {20.3
Y B 21.2 |28.4 | 35.7 | 34.6 141.3 {48.4 1 55.6 |54.7 |66.7 |55.4
BT, 39.6 |24.7 | 22.0 [20.8 |18.6 | 8.1 | 8.6 |14.0 | 8.3 [16.9
B OF MOT€.nrnenrnnnsnenen 34.2 [39.8(32.2 {30.8 |28.2 | 7.5| 2.0 | 4.6 | 4.9 | 7.4
Median age at first prior ‘
cgnv?ctign or petitiona/..... 13.9 {13.8|14.1 |14.0 |14.2 [15.0|14.9 (14.5 |15.1 {14.2
i itmentsS. e eennen 222 | 211 | 168 | 159 | 167 g 161 | 151 | 150 | 144 | 148
PP&g;eC?TT??T?T?? ........... - 71.2 {63.057.1(60.4 {56.3°(57.1|60.3 |58.0 [55.6 {64.9
ONCevmaseseeeii, 18.9 |23.2)24.4 |24.5 |21.5 (24.2|19.2 |28.0 {25.7 |21.6
TWOwwwrvrrrrrnns PR 6.8 | 6.7|12.5| 9.4 |10.2 |10.6 [15.2 | 7.3 | 9.0 | 8.1
Three or MOre...cveeevnsese 3.1 7.1y 6.0} 5.7 {12.0 | 8.1 | 5.3 { 6.7 ] 9.7 | 5.4
i t first prior . -
ggﬁ%?gm:gi.?..fiﬁf..? ....... .| 15.4 |15.0(15.2 |14.9 |14.7 |16.4 | 14.9 |15.3 |15.6 [14.8
a/ Definition changed in 1978. Formerly titled Prjor Delinquent Contacts.
-16- 1758-0022Rmh
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TABLE 3 (Continued)

CHARACTERISTICS OF FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1973-1982

(Showing percents of totals)

Females Only

Characteristics 1973 | 1974 (1975 |1976 [1977 1978 |1979 1980 | 1981 [1982
[-Level.iiiiiiineiiinnennnes 173 | 188 | 113 74 93 92 79 | 126 | 107 86
I-2..... Ceraseiiinateennnas 3.5 | 6.3 |10.6 | 2.7 [15.1 {11.9 [13.9 |15.1 7.4 123.3
I 42,2 130.9 [52.2 |55.4 {43.0 |51.1 [40.5 l44.4 56.1 [41.9
I-4 and I-5...... Cerecenees 54.3 162.8 |37.2 [41.9 [41.9 |37.0 l45.6 [40.5 36.5 [34.8
Religion......souvuen. terrenee 190 | 174 | 153 | 143 | 117 | 123 54 46 -
CatholiCieevenieennrnnnnnnn 35.8 142.0 |43.1 138.5 |46.1 {45.5 |53.1 |47.8 -
Protestant...... S 62.6 {55.7 {53.6 |58.7 49.6 {49.6 |40.6 |52.2 - 1100.0
Other.eiiiiiineeinnrnnnnnns 1.6 1 2.3 3.3|2.8!4.3]4.9 |6.3 - - -
Major problem area........... - | 186 | 138 | 145 | 135 | 127 | 121 | 122 118 | 121
NONB. ettt iinrennnsnsnens -1 - =1 1.4 1.5 0.8 0.8/ 3.3]| 0.8 -
Employment......... easaaas -1 05 1.4/0.7)2.2( 1.6 {3.3]2.5] 3.4 0.8
FamiTyee e eerennnnnans ceenn - 121.0 | 8.7 | 8.9 | 9.6 [10.2 {12.4 |12.3]11.0 10.7
SChool.viiviennrnnnnnn. tees -1 16 1.4 2.1 3.0(2.48 1.7 2.5 - -
Drugs/alcohol..c.ovveunnn.. - 123.1 114.5 120.0 [17.0 |15.7 |13.2 |16.4 | 16.1 11.6
Peer influence,............ - 25,3 [34.1 [27.6 [38.5 [24.4 |26.4 [27.0 | 31.4 |34.7
Mental/emotional........... - 128.5 139.9 |39.3 {28.2 {44.9 {42.2 (36.0 | 37.3 42.2
Employment...vveviinnnnnnnnn. - | 187 | 143 | 149 | 140 | 133 | 116 | 117 | 118 125
Not in job market.......... - |55.1 154.5 |51.0 |51.4 |49.6 144.0 |40.1|47.5 63.2
Unemployed.......co0oveunnn. - 134.8 138.5 139.6 [41.4 [44.4 {41.4 |49.6 | 41.5 29.6
Employed part-time......... -1 691 4.2 4712938 7.7 4.3! 5.1 4.8
Employed full-time......... -1 3.2 28| 4.7 | 4.3 2.216.9] 6.0 5.9 2.4
Placement before commitment -| 183 | 145 | 149 | 136 | 135 | 117 | 111 120 | 121
ParentS.viieeeeeneeersnnen. - 160.1 160.0 |56.4 |61.8 {57.0 [53.9 [59.5 ] 48.3 58.7
RelativeS . vieevennernneenss -1 7,11 9.6 7.4 6.6 | 5.2 6.8]| 8.1!15.0 9.9
Foster/group home.......... -120.8 115.2 {17.4 |13.2 |16.3 |15.4 | 14.4 ] 16.7 15.7
Independent........ Ceeecae -|112.0 | 15.2 | 18.8 [18.4 {21.5 |23.9 |18.0/ 20. 0115.7
Out-of-home placements....... -| 181 | 132 | 146 | 129 | 127 | 109 | 112 109 i14
NONB. e eiitiieiiinsnnnnrnas -139.8 {52.3 [51.4 |51.2 |49.6 40.4 | 45.51 46.8 | 46.5
One.ivviiiiinnnennss. Ceeeee -119.3122.0 [16.4 |17.0 |18.1 {12.8 | 14.3 19.3 | 16.7
Two or more..... ceberavens -1 40.9 125.7 1 32,2 |31.8 {32.3 |46.8 | 40.2| 33.9 35.8
Parental configuration....... ‘ -| 191 ) 145 147 | 140 | 138 | 120 | 119{ 123| 125
No parents in home......... -| 6.3] 6.9 7.4(12.1]10.9| 6.7 8.4| 12.2 3.2
One-parent home........... . -145.0 146.2 |51.7 [44.3 |49.3 |62.5 | 69.8] 59.3 54.4
Two-parent home............ - {48.7.{46.9 | 40,8 [ 43.6 [39.8 {30.8 | 21.8] 23. 5]42.4
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TABLE 3 (Continued)

CHARACTERISTICS OF FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1973-1982
(Showing percents of totals)

Females Only

Characteristics 1973 {1974 | 1975 {1976 | 1977 11978 | 1979 | 1980 | 1981 | 1982
Parents' marital status...... 221 | 210 165 155 | 163 | 159 | 151 | 145| 135| 129
Never married..ceveveneeses 5.4 | 8.6 |13.3| 9.7 |13.5|19.5{17.2 |24.8| 14.8 | 11.6
Presently married.......... 16.7 | 26.2 | 23.0 | 21.9 |23.9 | 25.8 | 25.2 [15.2| 18.5 | 19.4
No Tonger married.......... 67.9 | 65.2 | 63.7 | 68.4 | 62.6 | 54.7 | 57.6 |60.0| 66.7 | 69.0
Income level of home......... - | 183 141 | 143 | 129 | 128 | 111 | 110 111 117 .
Less than adequate......... -143.2152.5|51.0 {53.5(50.0|45.9 |46.4| 42.3|42.7
Adequate..vivseerscrarcnnas - 150.3|42.5|46.9 |42.6 |46.9 |46.9 | 50.9| 55.9| 52.1
More than adequate......... -| 6.5 5.0 2.1 3.9 3.1| 7.2} 2.7| 1.8} 5.2
Family income from public
aSSTStanNCe.cveieeenerinsasnes -{ 178 137 | 133§ 127 | 122 | 105} 103| 106 112
NONE . evetireensarnansoness - | 63.5|56.9 |55.6 |51.2 {58.2|60.0|47.6| 60.4|59.8
Less than half....... creren -1 7.3} 5.9114.3|10.2} 5.7} 9.5]|15.5| 10.4] 13.4
More than half.....cevuenes - {29.237.2|30.1{38.6|36.1|30.5(36.9] 29.2|26.8
Criminal record of family ,
MEMbErS.eeeeretosasnos cesiran -| 177 132 | 134} 126| 121 110| 100} 93.0| 109
NONBuievereranasosssacanuas -146.4144.7 | 45.5146.0}39.7 | 38.2|43.0| 41.9| 47.7
Parents only.eeeeenvecnnsen -111.3}12.9{12.7}| 8.7} 9.1)10.0{10.0| 14,0, 12.8
Siblings only..eeeiennennne -123.7| 28.8|30.6|28.6|34.7|28.2|35.0] 29.0{ 26.7
Both......u..e. ceesessasnsas -118.6| 13.6 { 11.2 | 16.7 | 16.5 | 23.6.| 12.0| 15.1| 12.8
Economic aspects of 3
immediate neighborhood....... -| 178 142} 143 136| 126 | 112 .114| 120| 119
Above average..ceesesccecas -(11.2} 9.8 4.2y 7.4} 1.6 6.3 5.2| 10.0} 12.6
AVerage..eeivensscrannsenes -|146.1| 45.1|48.9)46.3|47.6{47.3 | 47.4| 49.2| 50.4
Below average...veeereanees - 42.7| 45.1 | 46.9 | 46.3 | 50.8 | 46.4 | 47.4| 40.8]| 37.0
Delinquency aspects of ‘ .
immediate neighborhood....... - 174 140 141 137| 127 | 110| 108) 117| 120
Nondelinquent....... cevenen -115.5| 7.1| 8.,5|11.7| 8.7|10.9| 5.6 8.6]| 6.7
Minimally delinquent...... . -129.9(23.6|22.7{17.5}24.4'1 30.0}| 26.8| 24.8} 32.5
Moderately delinquent...... -1 30.5| 40.7 | 36.2 | 38.7 | 28.3| 29.1| 31.5{ 33.3| 28.3 o
Highly delingquent.......... -124.11 28.6132.6|32.1] 38.61 30.01] 36.1| 33.3| 32.5

Note: Unless indicated differently, responses coded as unknown were removed
from each item thus accounting for differing totals.
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