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INTRODUCTION 

During the past three years, there has been general accord by the media that 
the placement of juveniles in adult jail.s is a major national problem. This 
118S resulted in widespread acceptance and use of public service advertising 
materials on the issue of jailed j uveni10s, vin a campaign endorsed by the 
Advertising Council, nnd sponsored by the Office of Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention. 

In 1980, the U.S. Congress reauthorized the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 
Prevention Act, with the law as amended calling for complete removal of j Ltve­
niels from adult jails by 1985. There has also been movement toward change 
and compliance by the States themselves. Although the problem of juveniles 
in jail plagues virtually every large and small community in the Nation, it 
can be resolved by 1985, but only with public support. A primary means of 
obtaining that support is continued national public service advertising, 
implemented by and meshed with State and local public education efforts. 

TIlt' 1981-82 national public C'ducatitll1 cnmpaign 
L'mphasizcH L'ffe('tivl~ nl t('rnativl'H to jails nnd 
or volunteer in helping to solve the problem. 
atlverti.sh1g recogni;,~es thl! tlver-rcprl's(.'11tation 
jllUs. 

on juveniles in ndult joils 
tIll' relle of the publi.c dti.7.l'n 
A'J so nvnjlahle in Spanish, thv 
of mjnority children in adult 

'1'(.'l1, 30 and 60-sC'l'ond Publ ic Service Annoul1cem<:.'nts (PSAs) ~.,C're produC'l'd Hnd 
distributed to all radio stations nntionwidc. Tho 60-sDcond PSA for radio 
follows: 

(As recordc.·d) 

SOUND EFFECTS: .JAIL CELL BLOCK CORRIDOR, FOOTSTEPS ECHO, t;ENERAL JEERI~(; 
IN BACKGROUND ... CELL DOOg SLANS 

ANNOUNCER: Ninety percent of the juveniles in adult jails have not 
comm:tttec1 n ser:tolls crime. In spite of this, most Stat(;.~s 

still place j lIvenilC's in adult j ails with mllnlel~ers, 
rapists, nnd other criminals ... but there are alternntiv0s. 

Thanks to the citizen-based Juvenile Justice Center (1f 

Pennsylvania, legislo tion prohibit ing j liven He J dUng 
has been enacted in that Stote, reducing the number of 
j lIveniles in ad ul t j ails from 3300 to none. 

The Alston Wilkes Society of South Carolina, a volunteer 
association, monitored local jails for juveniles. With 
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the Department of Youth Services, they provide alternative 
housing and counseling. 

These orgunizations reduced the number of youths in jail 
by 32 percent. 

SOUND EFFECTS: CELL DOOR SLAt-IS 

ANNOUNCER: You can help, too. Get involved. Write: 

JAIL 
Box 2580 
Champaign, Illinois 61820 

A message from the U.S. Department of Justice. 

The ten and 30-second radio announcemen ts arc varin t ions upon the above. Slidl's 
ond scripts for television were also d0veloped and distrihuted, with tllree 20-
second and a ten-second announctHlIent as fll] lL,to.'s: 

Al-jNOUNCER: 

ANNOUNCER: 

ANNOUNCER: 

There EI_~ altl'rnativl';-; t.\.1 Jocking juvenill's in adult 
jails. Vnlunt1'0rH ar(1unti tlll' nation an' \l1t1rking with 
juvl'nih' jUStil~(! offidalH to rl'dU('0 tIl<.' number of 
kids in adult jails--and ~;;Ue(!l'l·ding. 

,JAIL 
Box 2580 
Champaign, IllinuiH 61820 

A ffil:.':-lHHgv from tlll' ll. S. nl~partnwnt of ,TuHti('t'. 

It's 11 I,'rlmu to Jail a kid wlwn thurl!'s a choice. 
Voluntcvrs around the Nation are workinM with Juvenile 
justi\'t~ nffic:l.als CtJ rt'Utll'l! tilt! numlwr of juveniles in 
adult Jails--and succu0ding. 

Get involved. Write: 

JAIL 
Box 2580 
Champaign, Illinois 61820 

A message from the U. S. J)~partnwnt ()f .hmticC? 

Ninety percent of the j llV (mil es in adult j nils have no t 
committed a serious crime. But in spiC~\ of this I j uve­
niles ure still being placed in adult jails with hurdened 
criminals. 
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ANNOUNCER: 

Help kids take an alternative route. Write: 

JAIL 
Box 2580 
Champaign, Illinois 61820 

A message from the U.S. Department of Justice. 

There are alternatives to locking juveniles in adult 
jails. 

Get involved. Write: 

JAIL 
Box 2580 
Champaign, Illinois 61820 

A message from the U.S. Department of Justice. 

The blKlklet, "It's Your Hove: Juvenilt!s in Adult Jails and Lockups," distri­
buted to citizens who respond to the public s~'rvice announcements, has been 
updated and revised to include recent instances of successful litigation of 
the juvenill' jailing issue, and additional current examples Qf alternatives 
to jails, several of which utilize volunteers to implement their programs. 

Hany State and local communities have found that the current national public 
service advertising which promotes ~ffective, cost-efficient alternatives to 
jails correlates with their own needs and efforts in this area. Arkansas, 
Virginia, Missouri, Washington, and Tennessee provide particularly fine 
I,l xamples of a State~l1ide public education cffort interfacing ~l1itl1 a national 
campaign. 

ARKANSAS 

In the State of Arkansas, Arkansas Advocates for Children and Families, an 
organizatJ.on based in Little Rock, determined that a large number of :juve­
niles were being a~rested annually. Yet they have found it very difficult 
to ascertain what happens to these youths after they are jailed. 

Arkansas Advocates have promoted and arranged for the usc of the national 
televiSion PSAs on three staLions in Little Rock, and other ragiQnal tell'­
vision stations. In additj.on, they are producing and distributing tl1l'ir mv11 
PSAs to be used in conjunction with the national advertising. Theso announCQ­
ments will ask the peopla of Arkansas to contact thp organization if they 
know of instances where youths are detained in adult jails. 

During the 1980-81 ctlmpa:tgn, this ~lge.ncy aired the OJJDP. public service 
announcements with their own taglina, and received many direct reque.sts for 
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information. They also distributed "It's Your Hove" Hidely, inc]uding pro­
viding copies to all Arkansas county officials. 

VIRGINIA 

At the request of the Virginia Division of .Justice and Crime Prevention, the 
Virginia State Advisory Group has been promoting the national Public Service 
Announcements to the media. 

The Division of Justice is, furthermore, incorporating the national slides 
an juvenile jailing and alternatives into a slide-sound show on juvenile 
justice for the \'irginia State Fair. Print materials from thl' national publ ie 
education campaign Hill be provided to the public as part of the Virrinia juve­
nile justice exhibit at the Fair, as \.,rill a brodlUrp, \,,11ich is hilsed in part 
on materials from the national campaign. TIl0 Virginia Division of Justice 
and Crime Pn~vent:ion is also offe:::ing thesl:.' mntl'rials at tilL' S\luthL'rn States 
Legislative Conference in support of their Ih1sit ion nn till' jai 1 confilwm~'nt 
lssue. 

mSSOl'RI 

Thv }lisSOUl"i Department (1f Publ it' Saft'ty is promulgating tl\l' USI:.' of tIll' I1ntinn;11 
public Hvrvit'l' advL!rtising in St. ChadL's CPl1I1ty, ~IiHHllllri, in partil'ular. 
Because t.hey are attempting tn dl'VL'l\lP altt.Ttwtivl' progrum!4 .Jf\ilrt frllll1 tIll' 
jail, the Department is using thl.! medi;) matvriills "to mah' thl.' \'itSL' fpr twt 
putting .i uveniles in jail." 

The !>!issou"d. State Advisory (;roup is dt'vvloping a StatL'\.,ritle publ ie l'titH.:ation 
strategy around tIll' natimlill public :-;urvil'L' udvl'rtising, \.,rith tlw notiul1 of 
adding their l'\."n taglinl.' tn till' PSAs. Vsing thv national Ilil.'diu llwtL'rials as 
a starting point, the NisSlllJri SN; is plannin)l: ttl initinte and mnintnLn II sub­
committ8e on public education. 

t-JASHINGTO:-.l 

In the State of Washington, an especially strong attempt has been made to mesl) 
State and national public 8ducation activities. 

The public educntion conrelinator of on~ youeh-sul"ving ng(mc:y, the ASROcillt lon 
for Washington Community YOllth Services, contacted every medin outlet in the 
State in regard to the PSAs, and provided every public service director a copy 
of "It I S Your Move," This initial contact was followed lip with a lettC'r pro­
viding statistics on juvenile jailing and detention specific to the Stnte of 
Washington, anel offering the services of tIle public educntion coordinator and 
the agency's juvenile justice specialist for public service programming. 
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The outcome of this effort has been extremely positive, and includes invita­
tions to meet Hith neHS editors to discuss the jailing problem, appearances 
on public service programs, and generous donations of airtime for the PSAs 
by the media in \'lashington. 

TENNESSEE 

The Institute for Children's Resources in Nashville is engaged at present in 
an intensive campaign to create m.,rareness of the critical nature of the State's 
juvenile jailing problem. 

Initially, the agency contacted every radio and television station in the 
State to request the airing of the national public service advertising. As 
a result, the PSAs are in use throughout the State, and in Knoxville, in 
particular, are "running all the time." The recent suicide of a 17-~ear old 
youth jailed in the area, a case which has bee~ called to the attent10n of 
the public by the Institute, has undoubtedly raised the level of media concern 
about the issue. 

The Institute is now producing its own slides and scripts for television, 
revealing that many jailed juveniles in Tennessee are status offeLlrlers,. a~d 
describing alternatives to jails Hhich can be developed by local commun~t1es. 
In addition, a slide/tape program has been developed from these slides and 
scripts, in conjunction with the national materials, for presentation at 
conferences. 

Also in the State of Tennessee, the juvenile court of Upper East Tennessee 
has added its own taglinc to the national television announcements, requesting 
that concerned citizens interested in becoming court volunteers contact the 
court. 

RESOURCES 

Information about public education activities in the States was provided by 
the folloHing: 

Autherine Walker 
Arkansas Advocates for Children and Families 
931 Donnghey Building 
Seventh and Main 
Little Rock, AR 72201 
501/371-9678 

James Roberts 
Virginia Division of Justice ancl Crime Prevention 
805 East Broad Street 
Richmond, VA 23219 
804/786-4000 
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Paul Shumate 
Missouri Department of Public Safety 
PO Box 749 
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
314/751-4905 

Bruce Betz 
Juvenile Justice Publications Service 
615 14th Avenue U107 
Seattle, WA 98112 
216/325-1595 

Linda O'Neal 
Institute for Children's Resources 
Box 5, 250 Venture Circle 
Nashville, TN 37228 
615/256-6383 
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LETTERS RECEIVED IN RESPONSE TO AD COUNCIL CAMPAIGN 
ON JUVENILES IN ADULT JAILS 

Number of 
State Letters State 

Alabama 13 Oregon 

Alaska 6 Pennsylvania 

Arizona 19 Rhode Island 

Arkansas 18 South Carolina 

California 212 South Dakota 

Colorado 31 Tennessee 

Connecticut 21 Texas 

Delaware 6 Utah 

Florida 125 Vermont 

Georgia 37 Virginia 

Hawaii 2 Washington 

Idaho 21 West Virginia 

Illinois 160 Wisconsin 

Indiana 54 Wyoming 

Iowa 31 
Kansas 24 TOTAL 

Kentucky 26 
Louisiana 16 Other 

Maine 13 
Maryland 24 District of Columbia 

Massachusetts 67 Puerto 

Michigan 61 Canada 

Minnesota 24 Mexico 

Mississippi 7 
Missouri 50 
Montana 25 
Nebraska 20 TOTAL 

Nevada 5 
New Hampshire 37 
New Jersey 64 
New Mexico 12 
New York 164 
North Carolina 47 
North Dakota 5 

Ohio 69 
Oklahoma 22 
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Number of 
Letters 

48 
65 
13 
19 
3 

26 
84 
14 
19 
37 
70 
13 
34 
12 

1,995 

5 
1 
5 
1 

12 ---
2,007 
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