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CHARACTERISTICS OF INMATES DISCHARGED FROM
NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONAL SERVICES FACILITIES
DURING 1982

Vol. XVII, No 2

This report is one of a series designed to provide
relevant information about persons in the custody of the New York
State Department of Correctional Services, This report presents
information on the characteristics of inmates discharged from the
custody of the Department of Correctional Services during the
calendar year 1982. Our principle objective is co examine the
length of time served in state prison according to various legal
history criteria such as commitment offense type, felony class
category of commitment offense, minimum sentence length and
maximum sentence length,

The information in this report is based on data files
that are developed and maintained by the Division of Management
Information Services and by the Division of Program Planning,
Research and Evaluation.

HIGHLIGHDTIS

1. There were 10,259 total releases from Department of
Correctional Services facilities during 1982. O0Of these,
7,639 (74.5%) were inmates released to parole supervision for
the first time on their current sentence.

2. Ninety-six percent of 1982 first releases to parole
supervision were males, 4% females,

3. Thirty-nine percent of 1982 first releases were 24 years of
age or younger, Among male first releases 40% were 24 years

of age or younger, among females only 25% were ages 24 or
younger,

4, 2Among 1982 first releases 65% (N=4,239) had been committed
from New York City, 13% (N=992) from suburban New York City

counties, and 22% (N=1,708) from the remaining upstate New
York counties.
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Fifty-four percent (N=4,104) of 1982 first releases had been
committed to state prison for violent felony crimes, 6%
(N=404) for other coercive/violent crimes, 35% (N=2,688) for
property and drug offenses and 5% were committed as Youthful
Offenders.

Sixty-eight percent (N=5,216) of 1982 first releases were
committed as first felony offenders; 32% (N=2,423) had been
sentenced to state prison as second felony offenders.

For the total group of 1982 releases to parole supervision

‘the median time served in state prison was 22.5 months. The

average (or mean) time served in state prison was 27.7
months. The median total time served (jailtime + state
prison time) for 1982 first releases was 27.1 months, the
average total time served was 32.8 months,

Among 1982 first releases to parole supervision, 30% spent 17
months or less in state prison, 24% spent 18-23 months in
state prison, 25% spent 24-35 months in state prison, and 21%
spent 36 months or longer in state prison.

Among 1982 first releases to parole supervision the median
time served in state prison for first felony offenders
committed for vioclent felony offenses was 23.8 months; for
first felony offenders committed for other felony offenses
the median time served in state prison was 18.5 months. For
second felony offenders committed for violent felony offenses
the median time served in state prison was 35.5 months; for
all other second felony offenders the median time served was
21 .3 months.
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Section One
TYPE OF RELEASE

During any calendar year a large number of persons are
released from the custody of the Department of Correctional
Services., These releases occur for several different reasons.

The largest group of releases in 1982 were persons
released to parole supervision by action of the Board of Parole.
Inmates who have served their minimum period of imprisonment and
have not yet reached their conditional release date are eligible
for release consideration by the Board of Parole, Releases to
parole supervision made up 61.5% (N=6,314) of 1982 releases.

Twenty five percent (N=2,591) of 1982 releases consisted
of persons released to parole supervision by Conditional
Release, If an inmate has served two-thirds of his maximum
sentence and has not lost any good time credit he is required by
law to be released to parole supervision as a conditional
release, Roughly 5% of persons released during 1983 were
discharged via expiration of maximum sentence. Each year DOCS
receives a number persons who are returned to prison for
violation of parole. The large majority of those who are
released by expiration of maximum sentence are persons who have
been returned to prison for violation of parole and who
subsequently serve time until the maximum expiration date is
reached.

During the calendar year a number of persons are
transferred to the custody of the Department of Mental Hygiene in
order to receive mental health care services. Five percent of
1982 releases (N=508) were transfers to the Department of Mental
Hygiene, During 1982, 36 persons escaped from DOCS' facilities.
Another 91 persons absconded from Temporary Release supervision,
One percent of 1982 releases (N=119) were persons released by
Court Order. Sixty-one inmates died while in custody during
1982, Two inmates were discharged for other reasons.

First Releases to Parole Supervision

Information in the sections that follow is confined to
the 7,639 inmates that were released to parole supervision (by
action of the Board of Parole or by Conditional Release) for the
first time on the current sentence. Persons who were returned as
parole violators and subsequently re-released for parole
supervision during 1982 or parole violators who served out the
maximum sentence and were released in 1982 are excluded. Persons
who were transferred toc other agencies, released by court order,
escaped or absconded, or died while in custody are also
excluded. The analysis is restricted to first releases to parole
supervision in order to more clearly present the relationship
between time served in state prison and such legal criteria as
crime type, sentence length and first or second felony offender
status.,
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Figure 2

CHARACTERISTICS OF INMATES DISCHARGED 1982
FIRST RELEASES TO PAROLE SUPERVISION.
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Section Two

1982 FIRST RELEASES TO PAROLE SUPERVISION.
AGE,

A. BAge at Release

Figure 2 presents the age-at-release distribution for
persons released to parole supervision during 1982.

SEX AND COUNTY OF COMMITMENT

Table 2.1

below presents a cross-tabulation of age-at-release by sex.

TABLE 2.1

AGE-~AT~-RELEASE BY SEX TYPE,

FIRST RELEASES TO PAROLE SUPERVISION 1982

AGE
16-18

19-20

21-24

25-29

30-34

35-39

40-64

45-69

50-64

65 YR

YR

YR

YR

YR

YR

YR

YR

YR

SEX
COUNT I
ROW PCT IMALE
COL PCT I
I 1
________ [=—m—mm
1. I 203
I 98.5
I 2.8
-I ————————
2, 1 339
I 93.4
I 11.5
—I ————————
3. I 1867
I 96.8
I 25.5
_I ————————
4. 1 1740
I 94.7
I 23.8
..I ————————
5. 1 940
I 94.8
I 12.8
—I ————————
6. I 691
I 95.0
I 9.6
“mmmm————
7. 1 651
I 95.5
I 8.9
B S,
8. I 171
I 93.4
I 2.3
..I ________
g. I 210
I 95.29
I 2.9
_I ________
10, I 10
CYER I 100.90
I c.1
_I ————————
CoLuUMN 7322
TOTAL %95.9
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B. County of Commitment

Table 2.3 on the following page presents the distribution of
1982 releases according to county of commitment. This table
contains a crosstabulation of county of commitment by commitment

crime category.

The proportion of 1982 releases that were committed from
different regions of the state is reflected in Table 2.2 below.
Roughly 65% of 1982 releases had been committed to state prison
from the five New York City counties, another 13% were committed
from the suburban New York City counties (Nassau, Rockland,
Suffolk and Westchester) and 22% from the remaining upstate
counties,

TABLE 2.2 COMMITMENT CRIME CATEGORY BY REGION OF COMMITMENT.
’ 1982 FIRST RELEASES TO PAROLE SUPERVISION

REGION
COUNT I
ROW PCT INEW YORK SUBURBAN UPSTATE ROW
CoL PCT I CITY 1 NEWYORK COUNTIES TOTAL
3.

I .1 <. I I
CRIMEY ~==—=we- I-———m—— -~ ) i I
1. I 3134 1 411 I 559 I 04
VIOLENT FELONY I 76.4 I 10.0 I 13.6 I g%.?
I 63.5 I 41.4 I 32.7 1
“lem—————— I--mmmm I-m—————— 1
2. I 314 1 3 1 136 I 484
OTHER COERCIVE I 64.9 I 7.0 I 28.1 1 6.3
1 6. 1 3. 1 8.0 I
] ——— J-mmmm——e I-emm———— I
3. 1326 I 489 1 873 I 2688
PROPRTY DRUG OTH I 49.3 'I 18.2 I 32.5 I 35.2
I 26.8 I 49.3 I 51.1 I
T les 1 sa 140 I
. 58 I 140 I 363
YOUTHFUL OFFENDR I 45.5 I 16.0 I 38.6 1I .8
I 3.3 1 5.8 I 8.2 1
“lemmee - I-vmmmmma I-mecmoee I
COLUMN 4939 992 1708 7639
TOTAL 64.7 13.0 22.4 100.0
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Figure 3
CHARACTERISTICS OF INMATES DISCHARGED - 1982
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Section Three

A. Crime Type Distribution of 1982 Releases

As is reflected in Figure 3, fifty-four percent of first
releases to parole supervision in 1982 had been committed to
state prison for violent felony offenses. Most of the violent
felony group is made up of persons sentenced to state prison for
Robbery 1st and 2nd, Murder and Manslaughter lst, Dangerous
Weapons offenses and Burglary lst and 2nd. Another 41% of
releases had been committed for other felony offenses; most of
these releases were persons sentenced to state prison for drug
of fenses and property offenses such as Grand Larceny, Forgery and
Burglary 3rd.

B. Time Served by Commitment Offense Type,

In Table 3.1, 1982 releases are broken out by commitment
offense category and by first or second felony offender status,
Information on time served for each specific offense category is
presented. Within each specific offense category information 1is
presented on time served for first felony offenders and for
second felony cffendersd/, As an example, Table 3.1 shows that
during 1982 there were 777 persons released who had been
committed to state prison for a first felony Robbery lst
conviction., The median time served in state prison for these
first felony Robbery lst releases was 28.1 monthsB/, the average
(or mean) state time served was 32.3 months, and the range of
time served for the middle 60% of cases in this group was 19-42
months, The "range of mid 60% of cases" (in Table 3.1) refers to
the range in months of time served for the middle 60% of cases in
each category. This measure provides some indication of the
range of time served for most of the releases in each specific
crime category.

A/Those releases identified as second felony offenders are
persons who were sentenced by the court as a second (or predicate)
felony offender. Additionally, a small percentage (less than 1%)
of commitments to state prison are sentenced as Persistent (third
time) Felony Offenders. These cases are included in the second
felony group. A portion of those inmates placed in first felony
category have been convicted of prior felony crimes and some have
previous sentences to state prison. This occurs because the
statutes for certain A-Felony crimes (e.g. several types of drug
offenses) do not (or previously did not) contain provisions for
sentencing as a second felony offender. Also, certain defendants
may have served a prior state prison term as a Youthful Offender;
this status does not require that the defendant be sentenced under
second felony offender statutes.

B/The median is a measure of central tendency which
represents the value of the middle case (i.e. the case or cases at
the 50th percentile) in a distribution of cases. It is less
subject to distortion by extreme values than is the average.
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In general, the New York State Penal Law provides for

more severe minimum and maximum sentences for persons convicted

and sentenced for a second felony offense. The data on time
served in state prison in Table 3.1 show, not unexpectedly, that
within each specific crime category, second felony offenders serve
more time than do first felony offenders. For example, the median
time served in state prison for persons committed as first felony
offenders for Robbery lst degree was 28.1 months. Persons
convicted of Robbery lst degree who were sentenced as second
felony offenders show a median time served in state prison of 58.7
months. The median time served in state prison for first felony
offenders convicted of violent felony offenses was 23.8 months;
for second felony offenders convicted of violent felony offenses
the median time served in state prison was 35.5 months.

In September of 1978 the New York State Legislature
designated certain crimes as violent felony offenses. On the
whole, persons committed for these designated violent felony
offenses serve more time than do persons committed for other
felony offenses. Looking at the informatin on state time served
for the total group of releases in 1982 it can be seen that the
median time served for the total group of violent felony offenders
was 26,7 months compared to the median time served for all other
offenders which was 19.6 months. Looking, for example, at
burglary offenses, the information in Table 3.1 indicates that the
median time served for Burglary lst (32.8 months) and Burglary 2nd
(22.0 months), both designated violent felony offenses, is longer
than the median time served for those committed for Burglary 3rd
(19.9 months).

The information in Table 3.1 allows us to compare the
median state time served for different specific offense categories
(e.g. murder, rape, drug offenses etc.). These data also permit
comparison of state time served for first and second felony
offenders within each specific offense category. This information
provides some idea of how long persons serve in state prison for
various types of offenses. It should be pointed out that most of
the specific offense categories listed in Table 3.1 group together
of fenses that differ by felony class category. The Robbery lst
category contains persons committed for both Robbery 1lst (Class
B-Felony) and Attempted Robbery lst (Class C-Felony). The Grand
Larceny category contains persons committed for Grand Larceny lst,
2nd and 3rd. The minimum-maximum sentence structure for each
felony class (e.g. Class A-Felony, Class B-Felony) is different.
The offense categories used in Table 3.1 were chosen to provide
time served information for several commonly understood types of
offenses but each offense category contains a mix of persons who
differ by felony class category and by the range of sentences
available to the court at the time of sentencing.
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TABLE 3.1 MEDIAN AND AVERAGE TIME SERVED IN STATE PRISON (in months) BY COMMITMENT

CRIME CATEGORY AND FIRST OR SECOND FELONY OFFENDER STATUS. '
FIRST RELEASES TO PARCLE SUPERVISION 1982

e e FIRST FELONY . SECOND FELONY TOTAL RELEASES -
- 1 (i ha] 4 5 ; - ™
Range of Range of Range of
Commitment Offense Mid 60% Mid 60% Mid 60%
— Number Median _Average of Cages  Number Median Averaae of Cages i
Potal 5,216 21.4 26.3 14-33 2,423 25,2 30.8 17-43 7,639 22.5 27.7 15-37
4. Violent Felony Offenses 2,976 231.8 29.7 15-38 1,128 35.5 39.8 21-58 4,104 26.7 32.5 17-4%
(as defined by law)
Murder 19 146.0 139.4 21-228 0 -- - —- 19 146.0 139.4 21-228
Attempted Murder 36 42.5 47.2 23-66 11 70.0 67.2 57-78 47 53.0 51.9 29-72
Manslaughter 1st 247 54.4 54.9 30-72 37 69.3 65.7 58-81 284 57.6 56.3 32-75
Rape lst 108 39.8 44.5 26-61 29 62.0 59.8 49-~77 137 42.4 47.7 27-67
Robbery 1st 2717 28.1 32.3 19-42 240 58.7 57.2 41-69 1,017 32.7 38.2 21-56
kobbery 2nd 1,024 19.8 21.9 14-29 353 34.2 37.0 23-49 1,377 22.7 25.8 15-34
Assault 1st 105 27.8 29.7 17-38 37 38.0 39.6 25-52 142 29.9 32.3 19-44
assault 2nd 102 20.5 21.1 14-25 63 27.9 27.6 17-35 165 21.9 23.6 ° 16-30
Burglary 1lst 26 30.5 35.9 23-45 3 53.0 5.7 35-67 29 32.8 37.6 23-49
Burglary 2nd 193 19.0 19.9 13-26 106 28.5 31.6 21-41 299 22.0 24.1 15-32
Arson 2nd 39 23.6 26.8 17-32 5 29,5 35.2 29-41 44 24.3 27.8 18-35
sodomy 1st 36 32.5 39.6 *27-50 4 45.5 40.5 45-54 40 33.5 39.7 27-53
viexual Abuse 1lst 45 23.0 26.1 16-36 18 29.0 30.0 23-37 63 25.8 27.2 17-36
Dangerous Weapons 214 18.4 20.1 12-26 219 2.6 24.7 16-33 433 20.1 22.4 14-29
Kidnapping 5 32.0 31.8 24-36 3 65.0 63.0 33-100 8 36.5 43.5 29-39
3. Other Felony offensesb/ 1,877 18.58/ 21.7 12-27 1,295 21.3 23,1 16-28 3,172 19.6 22,2 13-28
1. urfenses Involving
violence/Coercion 273 23.2 27.6 16-36 211 23.7 27.6 17-37 484 23.4 27.6 16-36
Manslaughter 2nd 74 37.0 40.6 23~-54 26 46.2 48.9 30-63 100 40.5 42.8 24-60
Cr im, Neg. Hom, 22 23.5 22.8 18-27 6 21.5 20.0 18-23 28 23.0 22.2 18~26
Rape 2nd, 3rd 8 24.0 28.1 12-32 4 35.0 42,0 34-53 12 27.0 32.8 18-48
robbery 3rd 148 21.3 22.7 15-29 144 22,2 24.8 16-32 292 21.7 23.8 15-31
ht Luempted Assault 2nd 21 22.0 21.3 14-24 31 21.3 22,2 16~26 52 21.5 21.9 15~26
2. Propurty, Drug and !
other Oftftenses 1,604 18.2 21.4 12-27 1,084 20.9 22,2 15-28 2,688 19.3 21.7 13-27
Burglary 3rcd 522 18.4 19.5 13-24 584 21.4 22,5 16-28 1,106 19.9 21.1 15-26
Grand Larceny 134 16.6 17.8 11-21 164 18.6 19.9 15-24 298 17.8 18,0 13-23
Drugs 697 19.4 24.1 12-33 97 22,9 25,1 17-33 794 20,0 24.2 12-33
Forgery 41 17.1 17.9 12-23 65 20.6 21.4 14-29 106 18.7 20.0 13-26
All Other Pelonies 210 17.4 20.2 12~25 174 20.7 21.8 15-28 384 18.2 20.9 13-27
C. Youthful Offenders 363 16.9 18.3 12+23 0 - - - 363 16.9 18.3 12-23

A/Youthful Offenders were included in this category when the median, the average and other statistics on time served

were calculated.
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TABLE 3.2 COMMITMENT CRIME CATEGORY BY
TIME SERVED IN STATE PRISON.

EASES TO PAROLE SUPERVISION 1982 Information (in Table 3.1) on the timé served for the
FIRST RELE

i middle 60% of cases in each category provides an indication of
P the variation in time served that occurs within each commitment
- . offense category. More information on the range of time served

I S in months for each offense category is contained in Table 3.2.
count 1 EsRv2 s 120-179 180-239 260 MOS  ROW S R 8 gpls tabledpresents @ Crosstabulation of offense categories by
- - 24-35  36-47  48-71  72-11 - z A b ime served in stat i
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RAPE 2D AND 3RO I 0. I 18.7 I 1.7 1 33.3 I 0. _. O [mmmmmmne et [ommemtl 6 I 292 Ly 3.5 months (average = 4.4 months, standard deviation 3.8 months) .,
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by total time served for th




MEDLIAN AND AVERAGE TO'TAL TIME SERVED (Jailtime + State Pri.son Time) (in months)
LY COMMITMENT CRIME CATEGORY AND FIRST OR SECOND FYLONY OFFENDER STATUS.
FIRST RELEASES TO PAROLE SUPERVISION 1982

WAELLL 3.3

FIRST FELONY SECOND FELONY e —een TOTAL RELEASES
. : : Ti 3 i i
. Range of Range of Range of
Commi tment Offense Mid 60% Mid 60% Mid 60%
Number Median Average of Cages  Number Median Average of Cagses Number Median Average of Cases
Total 5,216 25.3 31.1 18-39 2,423 31.6 36.7 23~49 7,639 27.3 32.9 19-42
A. Violent Felony Offenses 2,976 29.8 35,2 20-45 1,128 43.2 46.5 28-65 4,104 32.4 38.3 23-53
(as defined by law)
Murder 19 146.0 140.3 30-228 0 - - - 19 146.0 140.3 30-228
httempted Murder . 36 49.5 53.7 29-72 11 76.0 75.0 66-79 47 59.8 58.7 36-78
Manslaughter 1lst 247 60.7 61.6 37-17 37 73.0 71.2 66~83 284 64.0 ' 62.8 39~79
Rape 1st 108 45.5 50.2 31-65 29 68.3 65.6 56-70 137 50.0 53.4 32-711
Robbery 1st kX 34.7 38.3 24-48 240 65.5 63.8 49-76 1,017 38.3 44.3 25~61
Robbery 2nd 1,024 24.8 27.3 19-34 353 42.2 44.5 31-56 1,317 28.4 31.7 20-40
Agsault 1st 105 32.4 34.3 23-42 37 47.6 46.0 31-59 142 34.9 37.4 24-48
Assault 2nd 102 24.2 25.8 19-31 63 . 32.1 34.8 25-42 165 26.8 29,2 2i-38
Burglary 1st 26 36.0 42.3 25-51 3 - - - 29 36.3 43.9 27-59
} Burglary 2nd 193 23.7 24.6 17-31 106 35.2 37.5 25-48 299 26.7 29,2 19-36
§ Arson 2nd 39 33.3 33.5 24-39 5 43.0 42.2 36-49 44 34.0 34.5 25-42
3 Sodomy 1st 36 37.5 44.8 31-59 4 - - — 40 40.0 45.0 31-59
Sexual Abuse lst 45 25,0 31.3 23-41 18 32.5 35,7 28-41 63 31.2 32,5 24-41
bangerous Weapons 214 23.8 25.3 17-31 219 27.4 31.0 22-39 433 24,8 28,2 19-35
Kidnapping 5 38.0 37.6 36-39 3 -- - - 8 39.5 49.3 36-49
B. Other Felony Offensesd/ 1,877 23.48/  25.7 15-32 1,295 24.6 28.2 21-33 3,172 24.0 26.6 18-32
1. Offenses Involving
violence/Coercion 273 27.1 32.5 24-43 211 29.8 33.5 24-42 484 28.6 32.9 23-42
Manslaughter 2nd 74 47.8 47.7 31-63 26 82.0 98.8 72-120 100 48.4 49.7 32-64
Crim. Neg. Rom, 22 25.0 26.3 23-31 6 24.5 26.7 24-31 28 24.8 26.4 23-31
Rape 2nd, 3id 8 24,5 31.0 25-32 4 - - - 12 31.5 35.9 20-55
: Robbery 3rd 148 24.5 26.8 19-32 144 28,7 31.0 24-38 292 25.8 28,9 21-35
; Attempted Assault 2nd 21 24.1 25.5 20-30 31 24.4 26,7 24-30 52 24.3 26.2 23-30
i -
i 2. broperty, Drug and
g Other Offensus 1,604 22.8 25.3 15-32 1,084 24.4 27.2 20-32 2,688 23.9 26.1 18-32
] ,
8 Burglary 3rd 522 22,8 23.6 17-29 584 24.6 27.6 21-81 1,106 24,1 25,7 18-31
! Grand Laccihy 134 20,0 21,1 12-24 164 23.9 24.9 18-30 298 22.9 23,2 17-28
! Druys 697 23.9 28.1 13-36 97 26.3 30.1 21-36 : 794 24,1 28.4 14-36
; Forgery 41 19.8 21.4 13-27 65 23.6 25,7 18-33 106 22,1 24,1 17-32
¥ All Other Felonies 210 20.8 23.7 14-28 174 24,2 26.9 19-33 384 23,6 25,2 17-31
i .
2 C. Youthtul Offenders 363 21.7 22.1 16-26 0 - - - 363 21.7 22,1 16-26
é Myouthtul Offenders were included in this category when the median, the average and other statistics on time served
; were calceulated,
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Figure 4
CHARACTERISTICS OF INMATES DISCHARGED - 1982
FIRST RELEASES TO PAROLE SUPERVISION.

! Section PFour
FELONY CLASS OF COMMITMENT OFFENSE TYPE ‘§Eﬂ
i

A. Distribution of 1982 First Releases by Felony Class Categoryv

. Felony crimes are classified into one of several felony

‘ Lo class categories: Class A (including Class A-I, A-II, A-III),

= Class B, Class C, Class D, Class E, and Youthful Offender

w0 ; Status. In general, the more serious offenses are Class A, Class

P, B, or Class C felonies and the less serious offenses are

classified as Class D or Class E felonies, Each felony class
category has its own structure of minimum and maximum sentences
that are available to the sentencing court. '

15

The distribution of 1982 releases by felony class
category is presented in Figure 4. The large majority of 1982
j releases were committed to state prison for a crime that fell
20 T into one of four roughly equal felony class categories, i.e.,
Class B felonies (22.5%), Class C felonies (23.5%), Class D
felonies (31,6%) and Class E felonies (17.6%).

g

B. DTime Served in State Prison by Felonv Class Category

T 1 In New York State the range of sentences available to
: the court depends upon the felony class category of the
; conviction offense. The range of sentences available to the
E‘ D Felony C Felony Hop court also depends upon whether the defendent is a first felony
C 31.6% 23.%5 : {1 offender, a second (or predicate) felony offender or a persistent
9 29 I (third time) felony offender. The sentence structure (i.e. the
3o range of minimum and maximum sentences) is, for most crimes, more
severe for second and persistent felony offenders than for first

7/ "{2 felony offeuders. In addition, the range of minimum and maximum
’ 5 sentences is more severe for Class B and Class C legislatively
i €5 43 54 - designated violent felony offenses than is the range of
Q/Y ﬁﬁ minimum-maximum terms for all other Class B and Class C felony
Y 3 of fenses,

&0 40 : - In general, New York State laws contain different sets
' ’/)y)))y o of sentencing statutes that apply to different types of persons
' e - and cffenses. Among first felony offenders, those arrested
5 e P B 43 | (after 9/1/78) and convicted of Class B and C violent felony

* - offenses are eligible to receive more severe minimum and maximum
E . sentences than other Class B and Class C felony offenders.
q Further, those persons sentenced as a second or persistent felony

First Releases To Parole Supervisgion

offender face more severe sentences than do first felony

Felony i Total . . 4 offenders. In addition, second felony offenders for whom both
Class. Number Percent First Felony Second Felony Rl the immediate and the prior felony convictions were for violent
Total o ; . - , & felony crimes (i.e. are "Second Violent" Felony Offenders) are
ota 7,638 100.C% 5,216 2,423 eligible for more severe minimum and maximum sentences than are

A-I Felony 5 0.5 42 . other second felony offenders,

A-IT Felony % _—

g—irr §e$gﬁv 222 g'fg 238 In Table 4.1 the 1982 release cohort has been broken

B-Felonv 1,383 18.1% 1,195 3;; into subgroups. The cohort is divided into first felony

] ! - - . Ao 7 - -~ [ ] i i

C-Felony 1,795 23,55 1,162 132 ‘ commitments and second felony commitments. These two groups were

D-Feleny . 2,411 31.6% 1,528 886

E-Felcny 1,341 17.65% , 4cs BaE

Youthful Cilender 3é2 7 1.82 J€2 --

it
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again divided into violent and other felony offenses. Within
each of these four subgroups, persons are grouped according to
the felony class category of the conviction offense, The 1982
release cohort is broken into these subgroups in order to examine
time served information within subgroups of commitments that are
similar in the sentencing laws (i.e., the range of possible
minimum and maximum sentences) that apply to them.

For each of the felony class subgroups in Table 4,1
information is presented on sentence length, state prison time
served and total time served. For the cases in each felony class
category the median and average minimum sentence (in months) is
presented., For 82% of 1982 releases the minimum term was set by
the judge at sentencing, For the remaining 18% of 1982 releases
the minimum period of imprisonment (MPI) was set by the Board of
Parole. Both median and average maximum sentences are listed for
each felony class category. The data in Table 4.1 allows us to
compare, for each felony class subgroup, the average minimum and
maximum sentence, the average time served in state prison, and
the average total time served.

In general, the data on time served in Table 4.1 show
that for the felony class categories in each of the four
subgroups, as the felony class category declines from Class A to
Class E felony offenses the median and average state time served
also decline., Looking, for instance, at first felony offenders
committed for violent felony offenses the average state time
served dropped in a regqular manner from 150.8 months for a Class
A felony to 17.4 months for a Class E violent felony.

Overall, second felony offenders have longer sentences
and serve more time in state prison than do first felony
offenders., Again, the information in Table 4 shows that the
average state time served for a second felony offender committed
for a Class B violent felony offense (N=249) is 62.9 months; the
average time served in state prison for a first felony offender
committed for a Class B violent felony offcnse (N=864) is 44.2
months., For those second felony offenders convicted of other
Class B felony offenses (N=9) the average state time served is

32.3 months; for first felony offenders convicted of other Class

B felony offenses (N=261) the average state time served is 16.6
months.

Within the first felony offender group Class B violent
felony offenders serve more time in state prison (average 44.2
months) than do other Class B felony offenders (16.6 months).
However, among first felony offenders the average state time
served for Class C, D, and E violent felony offenses is not
substantially different from other Class C, D, and E felony
offenses., Among second felony offenses a similar pattern
occurs, Among second felony offenders committed for Class B
violent felony offenses, the average state time served is 62.9
months, for Class B other felony offenses it is 32.3 months. But
the average state prison time for violent as compared to other
second felony offenders is not substantially different. for Class
C, D, and E felonies,

o A
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TAGLE 4.1 MEDIAN AND AVERAGE MINIMUM SENTENCE, MAXIMUM SENTENCE, STATE TIME SERVED, TOTAL TIME
SERVED (Jailtime + State Prison Timé) (all in months) BY FELONY CLASS
CATEGORY AND FIRST OR SECOND FELONY OFFENDER STATUS.
FIRST RELEASES TO PAROLE SUPERVISION 1982

. . i + .
Percent Range of Range of
of Mininum Sentence  Maximum Sentence Mid 60% Standard . Mid 60% Standard
Number _‘Total  Median Average Median Average Median Average of Cases Deviation  Median Average of Cases Deviation
Jotal 1st Felony 5,216 68.3% 20.0 26.2 53.8 76.6 21.4 26.2 14-33 19.1 25.2  31.0 18-39 19.3
violent Felony 2,975 39.0% 24.0 29.0 60.0 81.1 23.8 29.7 15-38 21.8 29.7 35,2 20-45 21.6
A=I Felony 19 3% 232.0 248.5 300.0  300.0 178.0  150.8 62-228 91.2 178.0 151,7 70-228 90.1
Class B VFO 864 11.3% 36.0 42.7 108.1  129.2 38.6 44.2 20-61 22.9 46.3 50.1 31-59 22.2
Class C VEO 1,199 15.7% 18.1 24.0 55.3 70.1 23.5 25.5 16~-32 11.9 29.4 31.1 19-37 12.0 f
Class D VFO 866 11.3% 12.0 17.6 36.3 44.9 17.8 18.9 12-24 8.0 23.6 23.8 18-29 8.2 2
Class E VFO 27 .48 16.0 15.7 36.5 36.9 15.8 17.4 11-22 9.3 20.0 20.5 12-24 8.8 ;
Giher Felony 2,241 29.3% 18.0 22.5 41.9 70.7 18.5 21.6 12-27 13.2 23.0 25.4 15-32 13.8
A~1 Felony 23 3% 163.3 179.3 300.0 300.0 44.5 56.6 31-79 30.9 59.0  60.5 35-79 30.4
A-11 Felony 66 9% 70.3 57.1 300.0  300.0 34.5 39.2 27-54 15.8 36.8  44.4 36-60 15.4
A-II1 Pelony 239 3.1% 24.1 29,7 300.0  179.8 27.5 29.5 16-36 15.7 32.3 33,7 20-47 16.5 o~
Class B Felony 261 3.4% 12.0 16.9 37.4 51.5 14.2 16.6 11-20 11.4 17.4  19.6 11-24 12.0
Class C Felony 163 2.1% 24.0 28.4 59.4 72.6 23.1 28.9 14-47 18.2 27.0 34.0 17-52 19.4
Class D Felony 659 8.6% 18.0 19.6 46.7 47.4 18.9 20.5 12~26 10.0 23.6 24.4 16-31 10.2
Class E Felony 468 6.13% 15.9 16.6 36.7 39.8 17.5 18.1 11-22 8.6 20.6 21.2 14-25 8.8
Y.0. 362 4.8% 15.6" 17.1 41.8 4.9 16.9 18.3 12-23 7.9 21.5 2.9 16-26 7.8
Yutal 2nd Felony 2,423 31.7% 24.1 32,0 48,2 64.2 25.2 30.8 17-42 17.8 31.5  36.7 23-49 17.8
violent Felony 1,128 14.8% 36.0 42,2 72.0 84.6 35.5 39.8 21-58 20.2 43.2 46.5 28~65 19.4
Class i VFO 249 3.2% 61.9 68.8 126.0  138.5 64.4 62.9 50~77 17.0 71.6 68.9 58-79 14.7
Class ¢ VRO 378 5.0% 41.5 46.9 83.0 93,8 42.2 44.2 32-95 15.4 48.5 51.4 39-63 14.7
Class 1 VFO 402 5.3% 24.8 27.1 49.7 54.2 25.2 26.2 18-31 9.4 3.8 33.2 25-40 8.9
Class ¥ VHO 99 1.3% 18.3 18.7 36.6 37.3 18.4 19.8 14-22 8.9 23.8  25.0 18-26 8.9
taher Felony 1,295 16.9% 18.5 23.1 36.5 46.4 21.3 23,1 16-28 10.3 24.5  28.1 21-33 10.5
Class s Pelony 9 Jds 26.3 42.7 68.0 90.7 34.8 32.3 21-36 13.3 36.0 37.0 23-43 17.5 '
(lass ¢ Pelony 55 T8 36.5 39.9 73.0 79.9 39.0 40.8 25~56 17.2 47.7 46.5 31-60 16.7
Clasu D Felony 484 6.3% 24.2 26.9 48.4 53.8 25.7 26.9 19-32 9.5 31.7 323 24-39 9.8 -
Clasy B Felony 747 9,64 18.3 18.9 37.9 36.6 18.2 19.2 14-22 7.2 23.7 23.9 18-27 7.1
wotal keleases 7,639  100.0% 24.0 28.0 48.5 72.7 22.5 27.7 15-36 18.8 27.1 32.8 19-42 19.0
T T N AT R Y s v -~
Ny
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The data in Table 4.1 also show that the average minimum
sentence for each felony class category fairly closely
corresponds to the average state prison time served for persons
in that category. Also, both the standard deviation and thg
range in months of time served for the middle 60% of cases 1n , :
each category indicate that there is considerable variation L
around the average time served for persons in each felony class -

category.

TABLE 4.2 FELONY CRIME CLASS BY TIME SERVED IN STATE PRISON BY
FIRST OR SECOND FELONY OFFENDER STATUS AND BY
VIOLENT FELONY OR OTHER FELONY OFFENSE,
FIRST RELEASES TO PAROLE SUPERVISION 1982

. ! 1. First Felony Commitments for Violent Felony Offenses
The total time served (i.e. jail time plus state prison :
time) for persons in each felony class category tends to be about 5 (TIMESRY2

. : : v COUNT -

5-6 months longer than time served in state prison. The patterns i ROW PCT IUNDER  12-17  18-23  26-35  36-47  48-71  72-119 120-179 180-239 240 MOS _ROW
across felony (.:laSS categorles for tot:al tlmg Served.ln Stat? ‘ % . coL PCT §1z MDSI.I"ONTHSZ.IMONTHSS.IMONTHSQ.INONTHSS.I"ONTHss.IMONTHS7.IMONTHSG.IMONTHS‘).IAND 0\{05)?1 TOTAL
prison are similar te those observed in the information on time } {. CRCLASS =-=-1 =1 1 =1 ! Pt pad 7 -1 == o S
served in state prison except that total time served is, on the : g, A-1 FELONY I ?2 § ig i }g % % % & % 1?; § 1§; § é&g %13?3 %1%?3 § 0.6
average, 5 months longer. The data on total time served provide { -y .l Q ! ;z ! 1& ! g, ! 1& ! 56 I 1& z '3 I } 1 ‘0 D
some indication on the total months of incarceration for persons L CLASS B FELONY I 2.0 I 3.7 I 11.9 I 26.5 I 18,9 I 25.0 I 11.7 I 0.3 I o, I . I 29.0

committed to state prison in each felony class categ..:Yy. % | R IR ALIR S LA S EL I SELA0 T S o LA AL S AL LU S LA
| i 5. I 68 I 257 I 274 Y 423 1 110 I 55 I 7 1 0 I ¢ I 6 I 1199
. 1 i CLASS C FELONY I 5.7 I 21.4 @ 22.9 I 35.7 1 9.2 I 4.6 I 0.6 1 g, I 0. I )] I 40.3

Table 4.2 presents a crosstabulation of felony class | : § 30.5 i 43.7 % 42.7 § 52.3 % 36.9 % 19.5 § 6.3 % 0. § 0. % 0 §
category by time served in state prison. Again the release ‘ 3 6. 1 131 % 288 1 234 I 1s0 1 25 1 P PR P PR T ses
cohort is broken into subgroups depending on first or second i CLASS D FELONY 1 13.1 % 33.3 1 28.3 1 8.3 1 2.3 1 g¢9 1 0. I 0. D 0. 1 0. I 291
felony offender status and violent or other felony offender - PN S P! 1 1 ! - o] -1 et S
status, Time served in state prison for the total first releases ; N CLASS E FELONY % 23; i s?g § 3%2 § }{ § % § ?z % & % 0. % & % ? % 6.3
to parole supervison cohort is also presented. Table 4.3 corums ~F 2;3 ; 5;8 I 6;1——1-“;;;“! 2;;--1 2;2 I 1;1 I '5 I ‘6 I ';__I sors
contains similar crosstabulations except that felony class f‘ 5 TOTAL 755 15.8 215 278 150 5.5 37 0.3 0.2 0.1 15000

categories are compared with total time served rather than just
state time served.

5§ 2. First Felony Commitments for Other Felony Offenses

TIMESRV2
COUNT I
ROW PCT IUNDER 12-17 18~23 24=35 36-47 48-71 72-119 120-179 ROW
coL PCT ilZ MOSI NONTHSZ l“"Z)NTHS3 NONTHS(' MONTHSS MONTHS MONTHS PIClNTHS8 TOTAL

a .1 .1 .1 1 e 6.1 7.1 ¢
e CRCLASS  ==-==-wm [======nmn [-mmmm—ms I-mwmmmn Iremme—m JEEEERS I J CETER [~m=m=—ms [--m=-==n I
o 1. I 0 I 0o I 2 1 71 2 1 5 1 6 I 11 23
| o A-T FELONY I ¢. I 0. I 8.7 I 30.¢ I 8.7 I 21.7 I 26.1 I 4.3 1 1,0
. I o I o0. [ 0.3 I 1.6 I 1.8 I 5.2 I 353 I 50.0 I
IS ~[mmm——— [~==meme O I-m=mcoam Tmmmmmm- [=mmmm—a= [==ememe Im=mmmmmn I
] ’ 2. I 2 1 0 I 5 1 311 12 1 15 1 11 0 1 66
I A A-1I FELONY I 3.0 I o. 1 7.6 ! 47,0 I 18,2 I 22,2 I 1,5 I 6. I 2.9
- 48 ! 9.6 I o©6. I 0.9 ! 7.2 [ 10.7 I 15.5 I 5.9 I 9. I
I “Immm—cmnn [==mmmmme [=ommcame R e I-mmmmman [~==22cme e [mmmmmomn I
R 3,01 25 1 29 I 53 1 63 1 42 I 23 1 4 1 o I 239
ind A-I11 FELONY I 10,5 I 12,1 I 22,2 I 26.4 I 17.6 ‘I 9.6 I 1.2 I 4. I 16.7
SN I 7.2 I 45 I 9.0 I 4.7 I 37.5 I 23.7 [ 23.5 I 0. I
R e [~=mmammn Immmmom—— [=m=m=m- I--smacee [EERENEES Temamoses R I
S 4. I 63 1 109 I 60 I 2¢ 1 6 I ¢ I 0 1 11 261
4 CLASS B FELONY I 26.1 I 641.8 I 23.0 I 9.2 I 0. I 1.5 1 .1 0.4 I 11.7
I 18.2 [ 16.7 I 10.2 I 5.6 I 0. I 4.1 I ¢ I 50,0 I
R JETISRELER [m=m=mm—— [~-==mem e [emmmmme O L EuN i
8 5, 1 17 1 47 1 19 1 36 1 13 1 30 1 301 o I 163
- CLASS C FELONY I 10.6¢ I 28,8 I 1l.7 I 20.9 [ 8.0 [ 18.4 T 1.8 I 0., I 7,3
oy I 4.9 I 7.2 I 3.2 I 7.9 I 11.6 I 30.9 I 17.6 I 0., I
B e e [=m=mmm- [#mmmmmmm Jomommmae [=-m=am=n [mmmmsmm I
6. I 93 I 188 I 185 I 150 I 29 1 12 1 2 1 0 I 659
CLASS D FELONY I 14.1 I 28,5 I 28.1 I 22.8 I 4.4 I 1.8 I 0.3 I 0. I 29.4
. | I 26.8 1 28.9 I 31.6 I 35.0 I 25,9 I 12.64 I 11.8 I 0. I
. ) CE [==mwmmme I-mmmmmee [=-~=omen [-mmcman [~~=miomn [emmm e [mmmmm—me I
7. 1 84 I 149 T 166 I 56 1 8 1 ¢ 1 11 0 I 468
CLASS E FELONY I 17.9 I 31.8 I 35.5 I 12,0 [ 1,7 T 0.9 I 90,2 I 0. I 20,9
I 24,2 I 22.9 1 28.3 I 13.1 I 7.1 I 4.1 I 5.9 I 0. 1
O [~emmcinn [-—m—=omw R [mmwmmmm~ [mmmmmmm— FEETNREE R I
. 8. 63 I 129 I 96 I 63 I 6 I 4 I 0 1 o 1 361
. YOUTHFUL OFFENDR I 17.5 I 35.7 1 26.4 [ 17.5 I 1.7 I 1.1 I o, 1 4. I 16.1
I 18.2 I 19.8 I 16,4 I 4.7 I 5.4 I 4.1 [ 0. 1 0 i
e [===wam=n [ommcoman I=m=-a=em R Immmmommn | Immmmamme z
. COLUMN 347 651 586 428 112 97 17 2 2240
TOTAL 15.5 25,1 26.2 19,1 5.9 4.3 0.8 0.1 130.0
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TABLE 4.3 (continued)

-.2‘4_.

el e e e el t e el T ]

Tt g et e e 1t g ot g 0t i

ROW
TOTAL

249
22.1
L)

378
33.5

402
35.6

Felony Offenses

ROW
TOTAL

120-179 180-239 240 MOS
MONTHS  MONTHS
8 9

AND OVER
190,

ROW
TOTAL

I

I

I 7639
I 100.0
I

I

3. Second Felony Commitments for Violent Felony Offenses
TIMESRV2
COUNT I
ROW PCT IUNDER 264=35 36=-47 48-71
- COL PCT 112 MOS MONTHS MONTHS MONTHS
I 1.% 2.% f 4.% 5.} 6.%
CRCLASS I
4, 1 1 I e 1 I s I 3 1 116 I 128
CLASS B FELONY I 0.4 I 0.8 1I I 2.0 I 1.2 I 44.2 I 51.4
I 16.7 1 20.0 I 1 1.5 1 1.4 I 32.¢ 1 76.6
-1 I -===] I I I--- I
5. I 2 1 1 1 6 I 3 1 110 I 198 1 38
CLASS C FELONY I 0.5 I 9.3 1 6 I 6.1 I 29.1 I 52.¢4 I 10.1
I 33.3 1 10.0 I 2 1 7.1 I 49,5 I 58,2 I 22.8
-1 I I I I I I
6, I 1 I 5 1 0 I 244 I 103 1 28 I 1
CLASS D FELONY I 6.2 I 1.2 1 .0 I 68,7 I 25.6 I 7.0 I 8.2
I 16.7 I 50.0 I 9 I '75.3 I 46.4 I 8.2 1 g.6
-1 I I I I 1 I
7. I 2 I 2 I 3 I 52 I 6 I 4 I 0
CLASS E FELONY I 2.0 I g I 3 1 52.5 1 6.1 I 4.0 I g.
I 33.3 1 I 3 I 16.0 I 2.7 I 1.2 I 0.
R e D G i § I I I =-==I
COLUMN [} 9 324 222 340 167
TOTAL 0.5 .2 28.7 19.7 30.1 14.8
4., Second Felony Commitments for Other
TIMESRV2
COUNT I
ROW PCT IUNDER 24-35 36-47 48~71
COL PCT I12 MOS MONTHS MONTHS MONTHS MONTHS
I 1.1 I I 4.1 5.1 6.1
CRCLASS --— : i- 1 I I I Rl Sabd I
. g I I 2 I 2 I 3 1 1 1
CLASS B FELONY I 0. I I 22.2 1 22.2 1 33.3 I 11.1 1
I g. I I 8.6 I 6.3 I 2.0 I 1.4 1
s. 1 o i SR BRI ST T
. 2 I 3 I
CLASS C FELONY I 9. I I .8 I 23,6 I 21.8 1 41?8 I
I Q. I I 3 1 1.9 1 7.9 1 32.9 1
. 1 e 1 I U zas 11 1 s T
. 83 111
CLASS D FELONY I 0.8 I I I 58.5 I 22.9 § 7?2 i
I 19.0 I I I 40,9 I 73.5 I 51.4 I
7. 1 I 1 1 3ea 1 i T
. I 4 5
CLASS E FELONY I 2.3 I I I 52.7 1 5?3 § l%g %
I 81.0 I I I 56.9 I 16,6 I 14.3 1
coLumy T a1 5t T=er LT e Imememgem
92 151 70
TOTAL 1.6 .7 53.4 11.7 5.4
Total First Releases 1in
TIMESRY2
S50 o
JUNDER 24-35 36-47 48-71 72-119
COL PCT Il2 MOS MONTHS MOHTHS MONTHS MORTHS
I 1.1 .1 3.1 4.1 ' 5.1 6.1 7.1
FIRSTREL -~—-I~--r -------- [ I Immmmonme [-mmsmeee O et I
. I 118 1 I I 2907 I 1
FIRST RELEASES 1 1.5 1 1 I %a.i I ig?i % 13?2 % i
% 100.0 % % E 100,40 £ 100.0 I lo00.0 I I
e Temomonnn L Iemm=—mee [=m==mmme it
CQLUNN 118 2907 1076 92
TOTAL 1.5 3g.1 14.1 12?;

.1 .1
________ [------—-I----.——--
71 6 I
¢.1 I 0.1 I 0
100.0 I 100.0 I 100,0
D T-=-emonn [=eomseee
7 5 3
8.1 0.1 9.0

e e i e s e

e

SR
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Figure 5

CHARACTERISTICS OF INMATES DISCHARGED - 1982
FIRST RELEASES TO PAROLE SUPERVISION
MINIMUM SENTENCE ON COMMITMENT

120+ Months

dw

72-119 Months )
3.8% o

90

48-71 Months
as 8.4%

12-17 Months

21.3%
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36-47 Months
10.9%
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n 27.8% 27.1%
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Minimum Sentence First Releases to Parole Supervision

Number

Total 7,639
12-17 Months 1,624
18-23 Honths 2,072
24-35 Months 2,126
36~47 tionths 835
£8-71 Months 641
72-116 tornths 293
120-17¢ Monthsz 10

180-2329 lwentne z
240 + lonths 12

Percent

100.0%
21.2%
27.1%
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Section Five

A. Distribution of 1982 Releases by Minimum Sentence Length

Figure 5 contains the percent distribution by minimum
sentence length of persons first released to parole supervision
during 1982. Roughly half (48.4%) of 1982 first releases had
received a minimum term of less than 24 months. Three-fourths
(76.2%) of first releases had received a minimum term of less
than 36 months.

B. Time Served Within Minimum Sentence Length Categories

Among 1982 first releases to parole supervision 81.8%
(N=6,249) were committed to state prison with a minimum term
specified by the sentencing court. The remaining 18.2% (N=1,390)
were committed with unspecified minimum terms, For 82% (N=1,137)
of these 1,390 cases with unspecified minimum terms the minimum
Period of Imprisonment (MPI) set by the Board of Parole was
available in our computer files and it was used as the minimum
sentence, For the remaining 253 cases with unspecified minimum
terms we estimated the minimum period of imprisonment based on a
large file of recent MPI decisions.

Table 5.1 presents information on time served in state
prison and total time served, within minimum sentence length
categories, The 1982 release cohort was divided into the nine
minimum sentence length groups listed in Table 5.1. Within each
of these minimum sentence categories we present the median and
the average time served in state prison and the median and
average total time served,

Looking at Table 5.1 it can be seen that as the minimum
sentence increases the length of time served in state prison and
the total time incarcerated both increase. The average time
served in state prison within each category tends to be a figure
that is very close to the low end of minimum sentence range for
each category (e.g. for those with minimum terms between 18 and
23 months the median time served in state prison is 18.6 months).

Table 5.1 also shows that the average time served in
state prison and the average total time served for those cases
grouped in the 120-179 month minimum sentence category, the
180-239%9 month category, and the 240 month or more category, is
shorter than the lowest legally permissible minimum term within
each category. The average total time served for cases whose
minimum term is 120-179 months is, for instance, only 68.9
months., There are several reasons that account for this. The
computer file on which these data are based reflect the original
term handed down

TABLE 5.1

AND TOTAL TIME SERVED (Jailtime + State Prison Time)

~27-

T im——

MEDIAN AND AVERAGE TIME SERVED IN STATE PRISON

(in months) WITHIN MINIMUM SENTENCE LENGTH CATEGORIES.
FIRST RELEASES TO PAROLE SUPERVISION 1982.

Time Served

Total Time Served
(Jailtime + State

Minimum in State Prison Prison Time)
Sentence - (in_months) (in_months)
(in_months) Number Median Mean Median Mean
12-17 months 1,624 14.5 15.1 19.3 19.3
18-23 months 2,072 18.6 19.5 23.7 24.2
24-35 months 2,126 25,0 26.1 31.0 31.6
36-47 months 835 36.0 37.6 42.6 44.2
48-71 months 641 54,3 53.8 60.3 60.8
72-119 months 293 71.3 72.7 76.6 77.1
120-179 months 10 63.0 63.9 72.0 68.9
180-239 months 26 71.5 78.5 73.0 81.3
240+ months 12 87.5 124.8 88.0 126.2
Total 7,639 22,5 27.7 27.3 32.9
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by the sentencing court. Through further legal proceedings (e.g.
appeals, rehearings) a portion of those persons committed to DOCS
(usually persons with long minimum terms) are resentenced on
reduced charges. These changes are not reflected on

this file. 1In addition, several legislative changes have
occurred over the recently passed years that affect the minimum
terms of persons with long maximum sentences., In a separate
reportA/Zausner examined 61 cases released between 1978 and 1982
who had originally been committed for Murder 1lst or Murder 2nd
and who were released prior to serving the court set minimum
term, He found that of these 61 cases 34 (56%) had received a
reduced sentence or a vacated sentence due to appeal proceedings
in the courts. Another 25 (41%) received sentence reductions due
to legislative changes affecting the parole eligibility of
persons with long maximum terms. The remaining 3% (2 cases)
received a commutation of sentence by the Governor.

In summary, a portion of those commitments with long
sentence terms receive sentence reductions through the appeals
process or due to legislative changes. Zausner found that 52%
(N=61) of 117 persons released for Murder lst and Murder 2nd
during 1978-82 had received a sentence reduction. The computer
file used in preparing the characteristics of releases report
utilizes information based on the original sentence upon
commitment and does not reflect court ordered sentence changes,
Consequently, the figures on average state time served or total
time served for persons in the three longest minimum sentence
categories in Table 5.1 appear to suggest that some commitments
do not serve out the minimum term when this is not the case. The
median and average time served are pulled down due to cases who
received new, shorter minimum terms. Implementation of the new
Population Management System (PMS) will allow for more attention
to updating sentences and legal history changes for persons in
DOCS custody.

Table 5.2 (below) presents the crosstabulation of .
minimum sentence length by time served in state prison., Table
5.3 presents the crosstabulation of minimum sentence length by
total time served (jail time plus state prison time). The tables
contain a broader distribution of time served for cases in each
minimum sentence category.

A/"1978-82 Releases: Offenders Committed for Murder
Released Prior to Court Set Minimum" Bureau of Records and
Statistical Analysis, New York State Department of Correctional
Services, Albany, N.Y. 1984.
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TABLE 5.2 MINIMUM SENTENCE BY TIME SERVED IN STATE PRISON.

MINTIME3

12-17

18-23

24-35

36~47

48-71

72-119

120-179

180-239

260+

COUNT
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1.
MONTHS
2.
MONTHS
3.
MONTHS
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TABLE 5.3 MINIMUM SENTENCE BY TOTAL TIME SERVED

(Jailtime + State Prison Time).
FIRST RELEASES TO PAROLE SUPERVISION 1982
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TABLE 6.1 MEDIAN AND AVERA@E ?IME SERVED gN-STATg. )
P ON AND TOTAL TIME SERVED (Jailtime + State Prison Time
: RIS(in months) WITHIN MAXIMUM SENTENCE LENGTH CATEGORIES.
FIRST RELEASES TO PAROLE SUPERVISION 1982.

-A., Distribution of 1982 First Releases by Maximum Sentence

Figure 6 presents the distribution of 1982 releases by
maximum sentence length., Roughly half of 1982 releases had
received a maximum term of 48 months or less. Approximately ' ‘ )

two-thirds (65.2%) of 1982 releases received a maximum term less
than 72 months.

Total Time Served

- . .
C Time Served (Jailtime + st?te
Lot . in State Prison Prison Time
B. Time Served by Maximum Sentence Length ;E  2:§t2§2e {in months) (in months)
Loy (in_months) Number Median Mean Median Mean
Table 6.1 presents the median and average time served in ! k
state prison for persons in each maximum sentence category. The i (
median and average total time served for persons in each felony Y 36 months 2,449 16.4 16.6 21.4 20.9
class category is also listed. {n
i ; 37-53 months 1,431 22.3 22.5 27.3 27.2
As would be expected when the maximum sentence increases |
the average time served in state prison also increases. The Life ; 54-71 months 1,102 22.8 23.0 29.1 28.6

maximum sentence category contains persons who were sentenced for ‘é :
serious offenses such as murder. It also contains a large number i 79-95 months 1,263 29.9 30.7 35.9 36.9
of persons sentenced for Class A-II and Class A-III drug offenses

for which the minimum term was relatively short. The presence of 4 96-107 months 119 43.6 42.9 50.8 50.8
these drug offenders in the Life maximum sentence category bob

accounts for the relatively short median time served in state (NS 108-143 months 510 45,7 45,8 53.3 52.4
prison (37.6 months) for persons in this category. The median i e .

and average state time served for persons in the Life maximum . 144-179 months 181 63.2 59.9 71.6 67.0
category differ considerably because this category contains I .

commitments for serious offenses such as murder for which the - § o 180+ months 357 65.1 67.2 71.4 72.0
minimum term is long and it also contains commitments for drug Pon '

offenses for which the minimum terms are comparatively short, f Life Maximum 225 37.6 48.6 42 .4 53.3

Table 6.2 below presents a crosstabulation of maximum
sentence length by time served in state prison. Table 6.3 I O Total 7,637 22.5 27.7 27 .3 32.9
presents a crosstabulation of maximum sentence length by total
time served. These tables contain a broader distribution of time
served for each maximum sentence length category.
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