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Case Filings 
in State Courts, 1983 

For 1983, 46 States and the District of 
Columbia reported more than 80 million 
cases filed in trial courts throughout 
the Nation. Of these filings, approxi­
mately 13 million were civil, 11 million 
criminal, 1 million juvenile, and 57 
million traffic (table 1). 

Preliminary data on State court 
case filings in 1983 indicate that more 
than 70% of all filings involve traffic 
cases. In 20 States, parking violations 
were included in raffic oifenses, 
boosting the overall caseload. For the 
24 jurisdictions able to provide this 
data, felony cases represented less than 
2% of all case filings. 

Trial court data from Indiana, Mis­
sissippi, Nevada and Ohio were not 
available at the time of this report. 
However, based on case filings from 
previous years, these four States could 
add as many as 4 million filings to the 
1983 estimate of 80 million. 

Of the 57 million traffic filings, 
more than 43 million were filed in 
States that did not distinguish between 
parking violations and other traffic 
offenses, which makes it difficult to 
gauge the impact of nonserious traffic 
cases on the total reported caseload. 

Data from States able to report for 
both years showed that during the 
period between 1978 and 1983, civil 
filings increased nearly 20% and 
criminal filings increased 23%. 
Nationwide, the rate of increase for 
civil cases was slightly less than 4% per 
year and for criminal cases, slightly 
more than 4% per year. 

More than 80 million cases were 
filed in State trial courts during 
1983. Although the large majority 
of these were traffic cases, civil 
and criminal cases accounted for 
16% and 13%, respectively, of the 
total number of cases filed. Both 
civil and criminal caseloads in­
creased by roughly 4% a year 
between 1978 and 1983. 

The most rapid increase in case 
filings, however, was at the appel­
late level, where filings rose by 
30% over the 5-year period. Dur­
ing this period, seven States 
established intermediate appellate 
courts. 

These statistics are derived 

Individual States vary widely in 
changes over the 5-year period. Some 
States show caseload declines, while 
others show increases of more than 
100% (table 2). 

Appellate court filings increased at 
a faster pace than trial court filings. 
Excluding States that created inter­
mediate appellate courts between 1978 
and 1983, appellate filings showed an 
increase of 30%. 

Trial court f"Ilings 

Civil caseloads include torts 
(personal injury and property damage 
cases), contract cases, and the much 
more numerous small claims, domestic 
relations, and probate cases. Criminal 
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from preliminary data on State 
court case filings. This bulletin 
initiates a series of annual Bureau of 
Justice Statistics bulletins releasing 
preliminary csta on court case 
filings. 

We wish to express our apprecia­
tion to the Conference of State 
Court Administrators and the Na­
tional Center for State Courts for 
their continuing effort to establish a 
State court statistical series and to 
the individual Chief Justices and 
court administrators for providing 
these data. 

Steven R. Schlesinger 
Director 

filings, as reported in this bulletin, 
include felonies and misdemeanors, as 
well as preliminary hearings in courts 
of limit,ed jurisdiction, ordinance 
violations (other than traffic), and 
miscellaneous criminal cases. 

Criminal cases account for less than 
13% percent of total filings. However, 
criminal cases, especially felonies, 
place far greater demands on court 
time and resources than other less 
serious filings. 

Only 24 States were able to sepa­
rate the felony cases from other 
criminal cases. Although the defini tion 
of felony crimes varies from State to 
State, data for these 24 States do 
provide an indication of the proportion 
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~able 1. Filings in courts o! general and limited jurisdi t· 
y case type, CY-lS83 or FY-1982-83 cion 

state Civil 

Total 12,839,400 

Alaba~a 
Alaska 

210,626 
30,065 

Arizona 
Arkansasd 

151,293 
153,176 

Californiac 1,637,247 
Colorado 194,727 
Connecticut 199,912 
Delawarec 52,975 

District of Columbiad 133,377 
Florida 
Georgiac,! 

565,367 

Hawaiic 
322,765 

50,902 

Idaho 54,209 
Illinoisc 590,790 
lowac 

Kansasc 
143,007 
115,426 

Kentucky 
LouisianaC,! 

183,970 
256,660 

Maine 
MarylandC 

58,563 
610,718 

Massachusettsh 461,922 
Michigan 
Minnesobab,c 

509,818 

Missouri ,d 
236,93" 
208,304 

Montana 
Nebraska C'! 

25,072 
75,551 

New Hampshire 84,959 
New JerseyC 575,962 

New Mexicoc 
New Yorkc 

72,390 

North Carolinaj 
1,217,035 

401,457 
North Dakota 29,979 

Oklahoma 223,289 
Oregon 124,920 
Pennsylvaniab,k,l,m 
Rhode Island! 

403,641 
42,601 

South caroli~ !,g 104,444 
South Dakgta ,g 38',621 
Tennessee 
Texasc 

99,437 
665,175 

UtahC 
Vermontb,C 

104,136 

Virginia c,n 
28,046 

WashingtonC 
732,290 
204,677 

West VirginiaC 126,981 
Wisconsino 293,913 
Wyoming 32,072 

Note: These figures represent virtually all 
cases filed in general jurisdiction c~urts 
and. betlye:n 70 and 80% of cases filed in 
limite? Jurisdiction courts for those States 
reporting. The following courts reported 
no d?t.a: Alabama (Probate Court, 
MUniCipal Court), Arkansas (Justice of the 
~eace Court), Georgia (Municipal Courts of 
c~V?nnah and Columbus, Civil Court Small 

alms Court, Justice of the Peace Courts 
County ~ecorder's Courts, Municipal ' 
Co~rts-Inclu~es Mayor's, Recorder's, 
Pol1c~,. and City council Courts), Kansas 
(MUnicipal Court) Lows' I'ana (J t· f P , us Ice 0 the 

eace Court, Mayor's Court), Maine 
(Probate Court), Maryland (Orphan's 
Court), Montana (Justice of the Peace 
Court, City Court, Municipal Court) 
Nebraska.(Workmen's Compensation 'Court) 
New MeXICO (Municipal Court, Probate ' 
Cou~t), New York (Town and Villa e 
Justice Court), Rhode Island (MunTcipal 
Court, Probate Court), Tennessee (General 
Sess~ons Court, M uneipal Court, Trial 
Justice Court), West Virginia (Municipal 

Total Total 
excluding including 

Criminal Juvenile traffic Traffic traffic 

10,511,116 1,142,271 24,074,511 57,2!d7,920 nO,580,85 l a 

136,986 45,173 392,785 208,030 600,815 
30,697 

290,080 
1,497 62,259 
8,489 449,862 

141,737 10,318 305,231 

89,281 151,540 
943,181 1,393,043 
383,236 688,467 

961,769 100,606 2,699,672 15,219,611 17,919,283 
56,396 18,055 269,178 170,703 439,281 

116,633 11,328 327,873 355,473 6h13,346 
74,312 (e) 127,287 153,899 28.t,186 

31,846 10,091 175,314 13,645 188,959 
486,361 89,395 1,141,; ~3 2,876,747 4,017,870 
383,157 32,350 738,~12 178,173 916,445 

30,687 9,006 90,595 900,741 991,336 

40,965 6,291 101,465 199,894 301,359 
640,239 27,127 1,258,156 6,643,531 7,901,687 

23,925 6,469 173,401 653,579 826,980 
23,371 10,455 149,252 267,988 417,240 

221,832 35,182 440,984 265,434 706,418 
471,528 50,489 778,677 438,326 1,217,003 

37,128 3,240 98,931 146,214 245,145 
159,508 33,804 804,030 723,737 1,527,767 

235,675 43,105 740,702 326,591 1,067,293 
272,456 25,036 807,310 1,855,823 2,663,133 
130,203 33,582 400,718 1,483,886 1,884,604 

79,186 20,451 307,941 371,719 679,660 

2,933 1,111 29,116 - -
171,698 4,652 251,901 157,541 409,442 

79,487 7,131 171,577 194,965 366,542 
462,191 102,481 1,140,634 4,595,758 5,736,392 

21,484 5,422 99,296 252,615 351,911 
717,907 (i) 1,934,942 452,414 2,387,356 
472,104 21,442 895,003 728,517 1,623,520 

19,236 1,463 50,678 125,454 176,132 

67,890 - - 243,263 -
143,374 12,326 280,620 546,885 827,505 
578,500 51,108 1,033,249 3,674,054 4,707,303 

42,967 6,282 91,850 - -
36,646 8,795 149,885 - -
16,322 1,257 56,200 122,359 178,559 
40,116 41,725 181,278 - -

1,480,519 11,978 2,157,672 7,256,865 9,414,537 

103,956 34,843 242,935 835,205 1,078,140 
19,749 1,600 49,395 100,878 150,273 

445,898 128,567 1,306,755 1,152,699 2,459,454 
160,939 21,074 386,690 1,546,950 1,933,640 

101,050 8,148 236,179 129,718 365,B97 
154,448 39,277 487,638 216,750 704,388 

95,025 85,588 

h gour~), Justice. of th~ Peace Court, District 
ou~ .' and WISCOnsin (54 of the 211 

Mumclpal Courts reported no data) a Data not reported. • 

~~~~rnot hi In cllude 235,~54 decriminalized 
I .. ve c e complaints. 

;~~~~~al~e~~~~ tii~: ~ow t~~~~ ~i~c~~~:lsO~~venile 
Total e~c!udes those States that did not 

b re~or~ fllmgs for all categories. 
~rlm!nal caseload includes driving whil 

c IntoXl.cated (DWI) cases. e 
~~af.fl~ caseload includes parking cases In 

Irglma, ~owever, only contested parki~g 
d cases !Ire Included. 
~u~emle caseloa.d includes paternity cases In 

r ansas, adoption cases in Missouri and 
5,956 n:glect cases in the District of 
Columbia. 

e ~rimi.nal caseload in Delaware inclUdes all 
Juvemle cases and traffic cases in the C 

! of C~mmon Pleas. ourt 
~rJmlnal caseload includes some ene 

g Jurisd.iction court traffic cases. g ral 
T~afflc caseload in South Dakota includ 
rlnor non:-traffic cases. Tru ffic case t~:als 
srom magls~rates and municipal courts in 
o~th Carolina are unavailable but 

estimated to be at 600,000. ' arc 

2 

reported here, 16 344 fill 
for th: man~atory 8rbitr:t1~nw;;~~~~ried 
cases involVing dama f $ or 1 879 fir f ges 0 6,000 or less and II. ~ngs or the Small Claims Assessl~ent 
as~~~~%e:~s~ram for appeals of real property 

j 
~umb~r of juvenile hearings In North 
fi~~~~~a was used to represent the number of 

k Th d 
th: A~~I~fit~~~~~e w~;~. recefnptIy submit t~d to 
Cou t b ICC 0 ennsylvama 

I r ~ y the separate courts of Penn-
6f~~:I~~n~~~sequf~ntly, the Administrative 

con Irm, lit this time th 
I accuracy of the da ts ' e 
m Tort figures are 97%'complete 
n relon~ figures are 98% compJe'te 

uvemle caselolld in Vi I' . • o traffic cases. rg mn Includes juvenile 

~~~~~~es only contested Circuit Court traffic 

, 

----------------------------_.---------------------------------------
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of felonies among criminal cases 
according to the laws of each reporting 
state (table 3). 

Traffic filings are difficult to 
compare between States because some 
States count parking violations as part 
of their traffic caseload and others do 
not. Consequently, large fluctuations 
in the volume of filings and in caseload 
trends can be caused by parking viola­
tions, which consume relatively little 
court time. 

Appt~llate nlings 

Some States have only one court of 
appeals, the court of last resort, but 
most have an intermediate appellate 
court between the trial court and the 
court of last resort. Appellate court 
filings include appeals of right, requests 
to appeal, and original jurisdiction 
cases, but not petitions for rehearing or 
other miscellaneous motions (table 4). 
(Requests to appeal are known by many 
names, including applications for leave 

Table 2. Pcrcentage change in civil and criminal filings in courls 
of general and limited jurisdiction, 1978-83 

C!vil filings 

CY1978or CY1983or Percent 

FY1977-78 rY1982-83 change 

State 

Alabama 
206,523 210,626 +2% 

Alaska 
23,901 30,065 +26 

Arizona 
118,63011 152,186 +28 

Arkansas 
89,404 b 114,282c +28 

California 
1,391,856 1,637,247 +18 

Colorado 
141,251 194,727d +38 

Connecticut 
207,361 199,912 -4 

Delaware 
40,015e 52,975 +32 

District of Columbia 
159,682 133,377g -16 

Florida 
477 ,563 :i65,367 +18 

Georgia 
258,390 ~~97 ,488h +15 

Hawaii 
33,656 50,902 +51 

Idaho 
48,172. 54,209 +13 

Illinois 
689,701J 5110,790 -14 

Iowa 
143,817 1,13,007 -1 

Kansas 
92,076 115,426 +25 

Kentucky 
165,994 183,970 +11 

Louisiana 
202,575 256,660 +27 

Maine 
48,536 511,563 +21 

Maryland 
472,980 61ll,718 +29 

Massachusetts 
295,117 39'/ ,564k +35 

Montana 
25,055 2\i,072 ° 

Nebraska 
70,947 n,,551 +6 

New Hampshire 
65,351e 84,959

1 
+30 

New Jersey 
465,682 575,,283 +24 

New Yorkn 723,1l3e 1,217,035 +68 

North Carolina 
335,341 401.,457 +20 

North Dakota 
21,666 29,,979 +38 

Oklahoma 
181,020 223,289 +23 

Oregon 
139,608 124,920 -11 

Pennsyl vania 
419,375 403,1i410 -4 

Rhode Island 
41,125 42,[;01 +4 

South Carolina 
7l,16ge 89,137 Q +25 

Texas 
566,956 665,:175 +17 

Utah 
63,230r 104,:(365 +65 

Vermont 
22,336 28,046 +26 

Virginia 
528,486 732,2:90 +39 

Washington 
176,425 204,677 +16 

Wisconsin 
188,406 i96,348u +4 

-Data were submitted but could not be used 
(25,277 cases) was removed from the 1983 

in this table because of problems with 
caseload figures to make it comparable with 

comparability. i 
1978. 

8 No data were reported for 6 Justice of the 
Criminal caseload includes some traffic 

b Peace Courts and 5 Municipal Courts. 
cases. In Louisiana no tra ffic cases are 

Data are incomplete. No reports were 
Included in the courts of general jurisdiction 

received from approximately 50 cities. j 
only, not in the courts of limited jurisdiction. 

c The civil caseload does not include 
Includes 75,166 personal property tax cases 

paternity cases. 
no longer filed after 1980. 

d Does not include post-judgment actions. 
k Excludes caseloads of the Superior Court and 

e The number of cascs disposed is used as an 
Boston Municipal Court to make figure 

estimate for the number of cases filed 
comparable with Hl78. 

during the ycar in some of thc courts 
1 Excludes 679 Surrol~ates Court cases to make 

( 
included. 

figure comparable with 1978. 

Criminal caseload Includes all juvenile 
m Excludes 14,772 domestic violence cases to 

cases and Court of Common Pleas traffic 
make figure comparable with 1978. 

n Civil caseload in New York includes juvenile 
cases. 

g The reduction in the civil caseload Is 
cases. 

attributable to a decline of 34% (il,059) in 
o Tort figures are 97% complete for Courts of 

small claims cases nnd 20% (21,988) In 
Common Pleas. 

landlord tenant cases. 
P Felony figures are 98% complete for Courts 

h The civil caseload for the Probate Court 
of Common Pleas. Excludes 29,900 cases for 
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to appeal, petitions f~r certiorari, and 
petitions for review). 

Large increases in appellate filings 
are occurring in almost every State 
(table 5). These findings are consistent 

1 Appeal of right is an appeal that an appellate court 
is required by la w to hear; request to appeal is a 
petition for review of a judgment made by a lower 
court or administrator over which the appellate 
court has discretion to hear or not to hear; original 
jurisdiction cases are those filed under statutory or 
constitutional provisions that authorize an appellate 
court to be the first court to hear the case. 

Criminal filings 

CY1978 or CY1983 or Percent 

FY1977-78 FY1982-83 change 

121,391 136,986 +13% 

24,688 30,697 +24 

--
130,978 141,737 +8 

794,679 961,769 +21 

54,482d 56,396d +4 

91,122 116,633 f +28 

53,44ge 74,312 +39 

22,126 31,846 +44 

330,035 486,361 +47 

293,9691 383,157i +30 

40,400 30,687 -24 

29,219 40,965 +40 

517,975 640,239 +24 

--
25,211 23,371 

., 
203,860. 221,832. +9 

348,4051 471,4281 +35 

--
137,325 159,508 +16 

209,001 216,860k +4 

2,842. 2,933. +3 

168,5301 171 ,6981 +2 

41,282e 79,487 +93 

375,250 447,419m +19 

544,411 e 717,907 +32 

413,679 472,104 +14 

18,719 19,236 +3 

59,348 67,890 +14 

118,660 143,374 +21 

558,733. 548,600!> -2 

34,6381 42,967 1 +24 

30,308 36,646 +21 

1,099,882 1,480,519 t 
+35 

51,314r 103,956 +103 

19,299 19,749 +2 

338,923 445,898 +32 

139,273 160,939 +16 

62,592 101,287Y +62 

Pittsburgh Magistrates Court to make figure 
comparable with 1978. 

q Excludes 15,307 Probate Court cases to make 
figure comparable to 1978. 

r Does not include 20 of the 181 justices of the 

peace. 
s 80% of the total increase in civil filings is 

accounted for by the increase in filings in the 
City Court, which was replaced by the 

t 
Circuit Court July 1,1978. 
Eighty-six pcr~ent of the total increase in 
criminal filings can be accounted for by the 
increase in Justice Court cases, which 
handles only misdemeanors and preliminary 

hearings. 
u Excludes 97,565 uncontested small claims 

cases to' make the figure comparable with 

1978. 
Y 11,858 traffic misdemeanors and 41,303 

uncontested ordinance violation cases were 
removed from the 1983 figures to make them 
cO{l1parable with 1978. 

(\ 
~ 



--"'"'I, ~-T-- - -~ - --

~----~ --- - - - -

with an earlier study showing that 
appellate filings grew a~ost 30% 
between 1978 and 1982. Filings in 
courts of last resort in States with an 
intermediate appellate court increased 
by 27% during the period of study, and 
filings in courts of last resort in States 
without an intermediate appellate court 
increased 37%. Filings in intermediate 
appellate courts increased by 32% 
during the same period. 

This increase in appellate filings 
may be related to the increased oppor­
tunity to appeal in States that have 
established an intermediate appellate 
court, expanded the jurisdiction of the 
appellate court, added judges to exist­
ing appellate courts, or created new 
judgeships for the new appellate court. 

The creation of an intermediate ap­
pellate court is usually accompanied by 
the award of discretionary jurisdiction 
to the court of last resort. Hence, 
filings in the court of last resort, after 
the creation of an intermediate appel­
late court, will contain both appeals of 
right as well as the more frequent 
requests to appeal. 

Because there is generally a sub­
stantial difference in the time a judge 
requires to decide an appeal of right or 
a request to appeal granted, and the 
time required to decide whether or not 
to grant an appeal or dispose of an 

2 Marvell, Thomas, "Recent Appellate Caseloads" IV 
Appella te Court Admlnistra tion Review (1982-83). 

original jurisdiction matter, it is helpful 
to separate total filings into appeals, 
requests to appeal, and original juris­
diction cases (table 6). 

Conclusion 

Since the beginning of this ~.<>ntury, 
there have been numerous calls for 
statistical documentation of the busi­
ness of State courts. Such data are 
needed to show litigation trends, to 
provide insight on the effect of reform 
efforts on the pace of justice, to equip 
State court administrative offices with 
tools for operational improvements, and 
to increase pUblic awareness of court­
related issues. 

Until recently, repeated efforts to 
compile National court data have been 
frustrated by lack of uniformity in case 
reports, incomplete and erroneous data, 
the absence of statistical reporting 
centers, and a general inability on the 
part of the judicial system to provide 
such data. 

The statistics reported in this 
bulletin are a small segment of a more 
determined effort to develop a National 
base of State court caseload data that 
contains sufficient detail for the docu­
mentation of litigation trends and 
current workloads, and for forecasts 
that can be used to gauge more accu­
ra ~dy the role of courts in the future. 
Although the data presented here pro­
vide only a very general summary of 
current caseload volumes and may 

Table 3. Criminal ftlings by case type Cor selected States, 
CY-1983 or FY-1982-83 

Felonv filings Other criminal filings 
State Number Percent Number Percent 

Alaska 1,607 5% 29,090a 95% 
Arizona 14,519 5 275,561 95 
Arkansas 18,396 13 123,341 87 
California 72,421 8 889,348 92 
Connecticut 8,138 7 108,495b 93 
District of Columbia 4,770 15 27,076 85 
Florida 154,750 32 331,611 68 
Idaho 3,223 8 37,742 92 
Illinois 42,064 7 598,175 93 
Kentucky 15,189 7 206,643 93 
Maine 3,243 9 33,885 90 
"Iichigan 36,518a 13 235,938 87 
~Iinnesota 11,265 9 118,938a 91 
:'vlissouri 16,811 a 21 62,375 79 
New Hampshire 3,730 5 75,757 95 
New Jersey 35,855 8 426,336 92 
North Carolina 43,708 9 428,396 91 
Oregon 19,348 13 124,026 87 
Pennsylvania 79,195c 14 499,305 86 
South Dakota 2,743 20 13,579a ,d 80 
Texas 92,045 6 1,388,474 94 
Vermont 2,035a 10 17,714 90 
Washington 15,647 10 145,292 90 
Wisconsin 13,752e 9 140,696e 91 

Note: Includes only those States that dis ~ Includes driving while intoxicated (OWl) cases. 
tinguished felony filings from other criminal Type D felony cases were counted as misde-
filings for all courts with criminal jurisdiction, meanors. 
and which provided data on most or all of the c Felony figure 97% complete. 
courts' criminal caseload. The definition of d Some misdemeanors included in traffic filings. 
felony cases varies from State to State. Felony e Fifty-four (54) of the 211 Municipal courts 
preliminary hearings are included in the other reported no da tao 
criminal category. 
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change with the continuing efforts to 
refine collection procedures, they 
represent the most accurate, compre­
hensive, and detailed inform ation on 
court caseloads now available. 

Methodology 

For the past 7 years, the N ationa! 
Center for State Courts, under the 
sponsorship of the Bureau of Justice 
Statistics, has assembled nationwide 
compilations of State court caseload 
statistics from State court annual 
reports. The years ~ 97 5 through 1980 
are now completed. Because State 
courts require considerable time to 
produce their annual reports, the pro­
duction of the State Court Caseload 
Statistics: Annual Report series has 
lagged by 2 to 3 years. Therefore, the 
Case Filings in State Courts bulletin 
series has been established to provide 
preliminary sum mary data in advance 
of the annual report for users who need 
current information on State court 
caseloads. The first advance report on 
State court caseloads, published as a 
BJS special report in February 1983, 
contained filing information for calen­
dar year 1981 and fiscal year 1981-82. 
When published, State Court Caseload 
Statistics: Annual Reports, 1981, 1982 
and 1983 shDuld provide an evaluation 
of the accuracy of data contained in 
these two pI' eli minary reports. 

Data contained in this bulletin come 
from the 1978 annual report and survey 
responses on 1982 and 1983 caseload 
data received fmm State court admin­
istrative offices. After the data were 
received, telephone contact and follow­
up correspondence were used to collect 
missing items, confirm the accuracy of 
submitted data, and determine the legal 
jUrisdiction of each court. The rate of 
response was excellent; most States 
provided at least some data. However, 
because different individuals on each 
State's administrative staff interpreted 
and completed the survey, differences 
in reporting among States are inevit­
able. For example, some States may 
count reinstated cases as new filings; 
others do not. Although every effort to 
ensure the comparability and accuracy 
of these data has been made, the inher­
ent restrictions imposed by gathering 
timely data, in some cases before a 
State has published its own statistical 
report, must be considered. 

Limitations of the data 

All data in this bulletin cover a 
period of one year (but not necessarily 
the same period in each State). The 

3Nat ional Court Statistics Project, State Court 
Caseload Statistics: Annual Heport series for 1975 
through 1980 (Williamsburg, Virginia, National 
Center for State Courts, 1980-83). 

survey was first sent, in October 1983, 
to States that report data by fiscal 
year, and in late February of 1984 to 
States that report data by calendar 
year. A verification questionnaire was 
distributed in May 1984. The da ta 
reported here cover either the 1983 
calendar year (Cl) or the 1982/83 
fiscal year (FY). In those States 
where major changes in court structure, 
jurisdiction, or procedures tha t would 
affect case filing volumes had occur­
red, 5-y')ar comparisons were not 
made. Such major changes included 
court consolidations combining a num­
ber of courts or legisla tion crea ting 
new courts. It was not possible to take 
into account all changes in court pro­
cedures or jurisdiction that occurred 
during the 5-year period. 

Interstate comparison may be af­
fected substantially by varia tions in 
case definitions, court organiza tion, 
and completeness of the data. If one 
State uses informations or indictments 
to identify a criminal case while 
anothel' counts defendants and a third 
counts charges, the numbe5 of cases 
reported will vary greatly, Some 
courts report total filings without a 
breakdown by types of cases. 

There are numerous differences in 
case types. Any attempt to compare 
the number of filings, dispositions, etc., 
between States must also take into ac­
count differences in court organization 
and jurisdiction. For example, Texas 
and Oklahoma have two courts of last 
resort, one for civil matters and one for 
criminal matters; other States have 
only one. Some States have inter­
media te appella te court(s)j others do 
not. Some States have one trial court 
and no separate courts of limited juris­
diction; others have various specialized 
trial courts. 

In States that have only one trial 
court, those courts have jurisdiction 
over cases ranging from parking viola­
tions to felonies and f.-om small claims 
to the largest of civil actions. Other 
States may have some general jurisdic­
tion courts that hear only felony 

4Courts of general and limited juriSdiction in the 
foilowing S ta tes report on a fiseal year basis: 
Alabama, Alaska, Colorado, ConnectIeut, Delaware, 
Georgia, Hawaii, Kansas, Maryland, Massachusetts, 

'Michigan, Missouri, Montana, New Hampshire, New 
Jersey, New Mexieo, North Carolina, Oklahoma, 
South Dakota, Utah, Vermont. 

Appellate Courts in the f~liowIng States report on 
• a fiscal year bllsis: Alabama, Alaska, Colorado, 

ConncctIcut, Dclaware, Georgia, Hawaii, Kansas, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, MissourI, New Jersey, 
New Mexico, North Carolina, Oklahoma, Hhode 
Island, South Dakota, Vermont. 

5An information is a formal written aCCUSAtion 
submitted to a court by a prosecutor alleging that a 
specified person or persons has committed a speci­
fied offense (or offenses); an indictment is a similar 
charging document submitted to the court by a 
grand jury, 

matters (after a preliminary hearing in 
a limited jurisdiction court); others 
have general jurisdiction courts that 
handle only civil cases involving more 
than a specified amount (such as 
$10,000), and several limited or special 
jurisdiction court.s. 

The difficulty in making compari­
sons at the appellate level is largely the 
result of differences in the type and 

extent of discretionary jurisdiction of 
courts of last resort. In States with 
two levels of appellate courts, the more 
difficult appeals are generally heard in 
the court of last resort, al though the 
types of cases may vary widely from 
State to State. 

These represent just a few of the 
many differences in court organization 
and case types. The accuracy and com-

Table 4. Appellate court caseload: ftlings and dispositions, 
CY-1983 or FY-1982-83 

Intermediate Total from all 
Courts of last resort appella te courtsa ap2ellate courts 

State Filings Dispositions Filings Disposi tions Filings Dispositions 

Alabamab 1,304 2,016 1,866 3,320 -
Alaska 509 538 584 594 1,093 1,132 
Arizona 1,225 1,165 2,559 2,519 3,784 3,684 
Arkansas 479 474 863 907 1,342 1,381 
California 3,856c 3,827 c 16,353d 16,363d 20,209 20,190 

Colorado 971 1,453 1,381 2,424 -
Connecticut 837 711 294 209 1,131 920 
Delaware 413 446 413 446 
District of Columbia 1,679 1,710 1,679 1,710 
Florida 1,686 1,517 13,765 14,118 15,451 15,635 

Georgia 1,589 1,610 2,215 - 3,804 -
Hawaii 518e 480 91 e 131 518 611 
Idaho 472 392 165e III 472 503 
Illinois 1,786 1,758 6,815 7,396 8,601 9,154 
Iowa 1,781 e 1,348 (e) 555 1,781 1,903 

Kansas 218 378 1,087 986 1,305 1,364 
Kentucky 998 954 2,822 2,229 3,820 3,183 
Louisiana 2,664 2,885 5,378 4,698 8,042 7,583 
Maine 540 530 540 530 
Maryland 753 682 2,063 1,936 2,816 2,618 

Massachusetts 1,183 - 1,416 1,284 2,599 -
Michigan 2,112 2,224 7,023 - 9,135 -
Minnesota 1,312 - 682 - 1,994 -
l\I ississippi 1,232 995 1,232 995 
Missouri 1,061 1,264 3,062 2,982 4,123 4,246 

Montana 561 546 561 546 
Nebraska 993 993 993 993 
New Hampshire 587 542 587 542 
New Jersey 1,798 1,633 7,067 7,312 8,865 8,945 
New Mexico 621 245 561 522 1,182 767 

New Yorkb 784f 684f 13,219 11,685 14,003 12,369 
North Carolina 683 689 1,398 1,186 2,081 1,875 
North Dakota 462 - 462 -
Ohio 2,103 1,882 9,713 - 11,816 -
Oklahomag 2,657 e 2,493 763e 1,052 2,657 2,493 

Oregon 1,159 1,113 3,702 3,423 4,861 4,536 
Pennsylvaniab,h 1,33:1 - .9,338 - 10,671 -
H hode Island 670 619 670 619 
South Carolina 2,267 1,563 270 41 2,537 1,604 
South Dakota 406 399 406 399 

Tennesseeb 986 1,013 1,886 1,830 2,872 2,843 
Texasg 4,109 3,987 7,037 8,038 11,146 12,025 
Utah 784 - 784 -
Vermont 602 544 602 544 
Virginia 2,073 1,922 2,073 1,922 

Washington 913 947 2,910 2,729 3,823 3,676 
West Virginia 1,159 409 1,159 409 
Wisconsin 804 941 2,418 2,284 :1,222 3,225 
Wyoming 276 223 276 223 

- Data were not available. certificate. 
a The following Stat\!s did not have e All appellate cases are filed in the courts 

intermediate appellate courts in 1983: of last resort. A portion of this caseload is 
Delaware, Distriet of Columbia, Maine, transferred to the intermediate appellllte 
MissiSSippi, Montana, Nebraska, New C court for disposition. 
Hampshire, North Dakota, Rhode Island, Appeals only. 
South Dakota, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, g These States have two courts of iast resort 
West Virginia, and Wyoming. 

b This State has two intermediate appellate 
(one civil/one criminal). 

h The data reported were recently submitted to 
courts. the Administrative Offie\!.of Pennsylvania 

C Does not include disciplinary Courts by the sepal'ate eourts of 
(judicial/attorney conduct) or exeeutive Pennsylvania. Consequently, the Administrn-
clemency cases. tive Office cannot confirm, at this time, ttl(' 

d Includes motions to dismiss on clerk's accuracy of the da tao 
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pleteness of the data are also affected 
by the fact that the data for a number 
of the States do not include all courts. 
Most often missing are courts of lim­
ited jurisdiction such as probate, 
municipal, small claims, and other 
types of special courts. The limitations 
described in this section and the prob­
lems discussed in other parts of this 
report emphasize the need to obtain 
more detailed information about each 
jurisdiction's court structure, operating 
procedures, and reporting procedures 
before attempting exact interstate 
co m parisons. 

Further reading 

For a more detailed discussion of 
the limita tions of caseload data as well 
as definitions of the terms used in this 

bulletin, see the introductions to each 
volume in the annual report series and 
the Bureau of Justice Statistics Special 
Report, State Court Caseload Statistics 
1977 and 1981 (February 1983, NCJ-
87587). The annual report series in­
cludes data on case flow, workload, dis­
position type breakdowns, time interval 
data, court organization, and other 
related data on trial and appellate 
courts. 
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Table 5. Percentage change in appellate court mings, 1978-1983 

Courts of last resort Intermediate aQQellate courts All aQQellate courts 

CY-1978 or CY-1983 or Percent CY-1978 or CY-1983 or Percent CY 1978 or CY-1983 or Percent 

State FY-1977-78 FY-1982-83 change FY-1977-78 FY-1982-83 change FY-1977-78 FY-1982-83 change 

States with intermediate appellate 
court created beCore 1978 

Alabamaa 667 1,304 +96% 1,273 2,016 +58% 1,940 3,320 +71% 

Arizona 1,171 1,225 +5 2,183 2,559 +17 3,354 3,784 +13 

California 3,881 3,856 -1 13,018 16,353 +26 16,899 20,209 +20 

Colorado 854 971 +14 1,119 1,453 +30 1,973 2,424 +23 

Connecticut 474 837 +76 223 294 +32 697 1,131 ·62 

Florida b b 9,563 13,765 +44 

Georgia 1,506 1,589 +6 2,000 2,215 +11 3,506 3,804 +9 

Illinois 1,250 1,786 +42 4,411 6,815 +55 5,661 8,601 +52 

lowac 1,490 1,781 +20 1,490 1,781 +20 

Kansas 156 218 +40 792 1,087 +37 948 1,305 +38 

Kentucky 771 998 +29 1,571 2,822
d 

+80 2,342 3,820 +63 

Louisiana 2,405 2,664 +11 2,386 5,378 +125 4,791 8,042 +68 

Maryland 585 753 +29 1,644 2,063 +25 2,229 2,816 +26 

Massachusetts b b 1,050 1,416 +35 

Michigan 1,636 2,112 +29 5,248 7,02' +34 6,884 9,135 +33 

Missouri 615 1,061 +72 2,255 3,062 +36 2,870 4,123 +44 

New Jersey 1,016' 1,798 +77 6,098 7,067 +16 7,114 8,865 +25 

New Mexico 654 621 -5 539 561 +4 1,193 1,182 -1 

New York 614 784 +28 10,599 13,219 +25 11,213 14,003 +25 

North Carolina 541 683 +26 1,525 1,398 -8 2,006 2,081 +1 

Ohio 1,593 2,103 +32 7,546 9,713 +29 9,139 11,816 +29 

Oklahomac,e 1,729 2,657 +54 449 763 +69 1,729 2,657 +54 

Oregon 594 1,159 C +95 3,106 3,702 +19 3,700 4,861 +31 

Pennsylvaniaa 1,944 1,333 -31 7,692 9,338 +21 9,636 10,671 +11 

Tennesseea 813 986 +21 1,424 1,886 +32 2,237 2,872 +28 

Washington 654 913 +40 2,093 2,910 +39 2,747 3,823 +39 

States with intermediate appellate 
courts created between 1978-83· 

Alaskag 630 509 -19 584 630 1,093 +73 

Arkansas 584 479 -17 863 584 1,342 +130 

Hawaiic 374 518 +38 91 374 518 +38 

Idahoc 340 472 +39 165 340 472 +39 

Minnesota 1,117 1,312 +17 682 1,117 1,994 +79 

South Carolina 714 2,267 +217 270 714 2,537 +255 

States without intermediate 
appellate courts Note: Indiana and Nevada did not submit data on appellate court filings. 

Delaware 361 413 +14 Texas was not included because of jurisdictional changes. Wisconsin was not 
District of Columbia 1,372 1,679 +22 included because of an administrative change affecting the base year reporting 
Maine 422 540 +28 period. 
Mississippi 774 1,232 +59 • The 1983 figures are not directly comparable with 1978 becausc the 1983 
M0.ntana 517 561 +8 figures include both appeals and requests to appeal and the 1979 figures 
Nebraska 646 993 +54 include appeals only. 
New Hampshire 310 587 +89 a These States have two Intermediate appellate courts. 
North Dakota 278 462 +66 b Data from these States were submitted, but are not presented here because 
Rhode Island 445 670 +50 of problems with comparability. 
South Dakota 279 406 +46 C All appellate cases are filed in the courts of last resort. A portion of this 
Utah 625 784 +25 d caseload is transferred to the intermediate appellate court for disposition. 
Vermont 359 602 +68 This increase may be attributable in part to a change In the court's juris-
Virginia 1,846 2,073 +12 diction in mid 1982 to incude criminal matters. 
West Virginia 713 1,159 +62 e This State has two courts of last resort. 
Wyoming 157 276 +76 C The Pennsylvania Supreme Court's juriSdiction was changed to make it a 

certiorari court in 1981. 
g Changed to fiscal year reporting in 1982. 

6 

Table 6. Appellate nJi~ by case type and state, 
CY-1983 or FY-1982-83 

Intermediate aQQellate courts 
Requests 

Originial Requests to appeal 
State jurisdiction to appeal granted Appeals 

States with intermediate 
appellate ~urts 

Alabama 22 - 1,994 
Alaskac 3 74 343 
Arkansas 25 9 8 837 
Californiad 5,595 - 10,140 
Colorado 17 - 1,436 
Connec/lcut - - 294 
Hawaii - - 91 
ldahoc,r 
Iowa! 

- - 165 
- - NA 

Kansas 50 - 1,037 
Kentuckyc 162 100 16 2,576 
Louisiana 1,583 - 3,795 
Maryland 
Massachuset ts 
Michigan 
~lissouri 
New Jersey 
New Mexicoc 
North Carolina 
Ohioc 
Oregon 
Pennsylvaniab 

South Car~linag 
Tennefisee 
Texas 
Washington 

States without inter-
mediate appellate courts 

Delaware 
District of Columbia 
Mainec 

Mississippi 
Montana 
Nebraska 
New Hampshire 
North Dakota 
Rhode Island 
South Dakota 
Utah 
Vermont 
West Virginia 
Wyoming 

NA Not available. 
- Not Included in court's jurisdiction. 
a includes only States that provided a 

breakdown of the appellate caseload. 
b Has two intermediate appellate courts. 
C Appeals in the following courts also include 

sentence review only cases: courts of last 
resort-Alaska (14), [daho (3), Kentucky (5), 
Maine (52), New Mexico (27), Ohio (74); 
intermediate appellate courts-Alaska (164) 
New Mexico (248). 

d The caseload of the Courts of Appeal also 
includes 618 motions to dismiss on the 
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bulletin are Carla Gaskins, 
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Flango and Jeanne Ito of the 
National Center for State 
Courts. 

October 1984, NCJ-95111 

- 142 1,921 
- - 1,416 
- 4,996 2,027 

456 - 2,606 
- 964 290 6,393 

313 - 248 
- - 1,398 

670 - 9,043 
- - 3,702 

239 - 9,099 
- - 270g 

- - 1,986 
- - 7,037 

315 291 2,304 

clerk's certi fica teo 
e [ncl udes original jurisdiction writs, disci-

plinary cases, and appeals filed following 
r the grant of certification for appeal. 

Cases filed in the Supreme Court and 
assigned to the Court of Appeals. 

g The Court of Appeals was implemented 
effective September 1, 1983, and the first 
cases heard in October, 1983. 

~ lias two courts of last resort. 
I Review of judgements of the Small Claims 

and Conciliation Branch of the Superior Court 

To be added to any rus mailing list, copy or 
cut out this page, fill it in lind mail it to: 

National Criminal Justice Reference Service 
User Services Dept. 2 
Box 6000 
Rockville, MD 20850 

o if the name and address on the mailing label 
attached are correct, check here an.:! send a copy 
of the iabel. If your name and address differ 
from the label, please fill them in: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organization: 

Street or Ix>x: 

City, State, Zip: 

Telephone: 

interest in criminal justice: 
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Courts of last resort 
Requests 

Original Requests to appeal 
jurisdiction to appeal granted Appeals 

133 499 672 
19 113 363 

5 - 474 
617 3,205 286 320 
372 394 205 
- 74 763e 
33 - 485 
35 21 2 418 
- NA 1,781 
55 - 163 
79 700 104 323 
33 2,527 104 
65 688 160 160 

505 419 91 350 
54 2,058 138 138 

426 488 60 207 
121 1,232 123 568 
312 NA 309 

4 538 68 209 
200 1,694 173 382 
252 895 134 146 

85 1,222 183 294 
5 (g) 2,262 

84 769 133 
2.172 1,880 438 495 

117 652 144 

10 - 403 
- 106 i 7 1,580 
2 0) 5:13 

363 - 869 
119 - 442 
- - 993 
- - 587 
5 - 457 

47 123 500 
21 38 9 356 
41 - 743 
43k - 559 

551 - 608 
35 - 241 

o! the District of Columbia and of judge-
mt!nts in the criminal division of that court 
where the penalty imposed is a fine of less 
than $50 for an offense punishable by 
imprisonment of one year or less, or by fine 
of not more than $1,000, or both, is by 
application for the allowance of an appeal. 

j The court also has discretionary jurisdiction 
over workers' compensation cases, but no 
requests to appeal were reported. 

k Requests to appeal included in original 
jurisdiction. 

Please put me on the mailing !ist(s) for: 

o All BJS reports--30 to 40 reports II year, 
including bulletins and special reports 

o rus Bulletins and Special Reports-timely 
reports of thc most current justice data 

o Courts reports-State court ctlseload survr'/s, 
model annual State reports, State court 
organizu tion surveys 

o Corrections reports-results of sample sur­
veys and censuses of jails, prisons, parole, 
probation, and other corrections data 

o National Crime Survey reports-the Nation's 
only regular national survey of crime victims 

o Sourcebook of Criminal Justice Statistics 
(annuaJ)-broad-based da ta from 153 sources 
(433 tables, 103 figures, index) 
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251-5500) to order BJS reports, to be added 
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Justice Statistics Clearinghouse, National 
Criminal Justice Reference Service, 
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Public-use tapes of BJS data sets and 
other criminal justice data are available 
from the Criminal Justice Archive and 
Information Network, P.O. Box 1248, Ann 
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Corrections 
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Time served in prison, NCJ-93924, 6/84 
Prisoners in 1983, NCJ-85861, 12/82 

Prisoners in State and Federal institutions on 
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Capital punishment 1982 (final), NCJ-91533, 
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BJS special report: 
Career patterns in crime, NCJ-88672, 6/83 

BJS bulletins: 
Prisoners and drugs, NCJ-87575, 3/83 
Prisoners and alcohol, NCJ-86223, 1/83 
Prisons and prisoners, NCJ-80697, 2/82 
Veterans in prison, NCJ-79632, 11/81 

Census of jails and survey of jail inmates: 
Jail inmates 1982 (BJS bulletin). NCJ-87161, 2/83 
Census of jails, 1978: Data for individual jails, 

'lois. !-IV. Northeast, North Central, South, West, 
NCJ-72279-72282,12/81 

Profile of jail inmates, 1978, NCJ-65412. 2/81 
Census of jails and survey of jail inmates, 1978, 

preliminary report, NCJ-55172. 5/79 

Parole and probation 
BJS bulletins: 

Probation and parole 1983, NCJ-94776. 
9/84 

Setting prison terms, NCJ-76218. 8/83 
Characteristics of persons entering parole 

during 1978 and 1979, NCJ-87243. 5/83 
Characteristics of the parole population, 1978, 

NCJ-66479. 4/81 
Parole in the U.S., 1979, NCJ-69562. 3/81 

Courts 
BJS bulletin: 

Case filings in State courts 1983, NCJ-95111. 
10/84 
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Criminal defense systems: A national 

survey, NCJ-94630. 8/84 
Habeas corpus, NCJ-92949. 3/84 
State cuurt caseload statistics, 1977 and 

1981, NCJ-87587. 2/83 
The prosecl!tion of felony arrests, 1979, NCJ-

86482,5/84 
State court organization 1980, NCJ-76711, 7/82 
State court model statistical dictionary, 

NCJ-62320, 9/80 
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processing, NCJ-55171, 7/79 
Federal criminal sentencing: Perspectives of 
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NCJ-33684,10/78 
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NCJ-92650, 2/84 
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NCJ-84049,9/82 

Electronic fund transfer systems and crime, 
NCJ-83736, 9/82 

Legislative resource manual, NCJ-78890, 9/81 
Expert witness manual, NCJ-77927, 9/81 
Criminal justice resource manual, NCJ-61550. 

12/79 
Privacy and security of criminal history 
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A guide to research and statistical use, 
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1981 supplement, NCJ-79652,3/82 
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