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The 1983 Jail Census 
A record 223,551 Qersons were being 
held in local jails throughout the United 
States in June, 1983, a 41 % increase 
over the total of the last ja il census in 
February 1978 (table 1). During the 
same 1978-83 Qeriod, the number of 
local jail facilities nationwide de­
creased 4% from 3,493 to 3,338. In this 
reQort a jail is defined as a locally 
administered confinement facility, in­
tended Qrimarily for adults but some­
times also detaining juveniles, that 
holds Qersons Qending adjudica tion 
and/or Qersons committed after adjudi­
ca tion ~or sen tences, usually of a year 
or less. Relative to the U,S. QOQu­
lation, the number of jailed Qersons 
rose 29% from 76 Qer 100,000 residents 
in 1978 to 98 Qer 100,000 in 1983 
(table 2). The 19'78-83 jail QOQula-
tion increase was more than three 
times larger than any Qrior change 
between censuses. Growth was higher 
for women (65%) than for men (40%) 
(table 4). The number of juvenile jail 
detainees, however, was relatively 
unchanged for the Na tion as a whole, 
totaling 1,736 on the daY20f the census 
in 1983 vs. 1,611 in 1978. 

POpillation growth highest in 
West and Northeast 

The West and Northeast l'eQorted 
the fastest growth in jail Qopulation, 
each increasing morc than 50% betwecn 
1978 and 1983; jail QOQulations in the 
North Central States and the South 
increased 39% and 33%, resQcctively 
(table 2). 'rhe most rUQid growth in jail 

lTemperllry helding facilities or leckups that de net 
detuin pcrsens Elfter they arc formally churgecl in 
ceurtarc exclUded. Sec Methedelegieal nete for 
further discussien. 

This bulletin presents findings from 
the June 30,1983, National Jail 
Census, the most recent in a series 
of Qeriodic local jail enumera tions 
conducted in 1970 and again in 1972 
and 1978. Jails are oQel'ated by 
local rather than State govern­
ments. They hold persons awaiting 
trial or arraignment as well as those 
already convicted of a crime: Qro­
ba tion and Qarole viola tors and 
persons awaiting sentencing or serv­
ing sentences. The total correc­
tions QOQulation includes jail 
inma tes, Sta te and Federal prison­
ers, and persons on probation or 
Qarole. This reQort excludes five 
States that oQerate combined jail 
and prison systems; their inmates 
are reported in the annual Sta te and 
Federal Qrison count. 

Following this bulletin, a sum­
mary volume and four regional 
volumes will be Qublished detailing 

Qopulations occurred in Maine, Ken­
tucky, the District of Columbia and 
North Dakota, ranging from 72% to 
106%. Alaska, Alabama, and West Vir­
ginia were the only jurisdictions to 
record pOQulation declines during the 
period. With nearly 42,000 Qersons in 
local confinement, California had a jail 

Table 1. Jails and inmates, by regian, 1970-83a 

Number ef jnils 
Itegion 1970 1972 1978 

Uniled Slates 4,037 3,921 3,493 

Northeast 235 231 207 
Nerth Cen tml 1, t 78 t,153 1,042 
South 1,914 1,865 1,678 
west 710 672 566 

November 1984 

State and county-level data from the 
1983 census: number of inmates; 
number held for Federal, State, and 
other local authorities; admissions 
and releases; inmate deaths; and fa­
cility characteristics such as number 
of confinement units, beds, building 
and renova tion Qlans, eXQenditures, 
health and safety, and sta ff. 

The findings of this census were 
made Qossible by jail administrators 
and corrections sta tistics sQecialists 
in 45 States and the District of 
Columbia. Their cooQeration and 
Qa tience Qroduced a questionnaire 
resQonse ra te of virtually 100%. It is 
hOQed that this and subsequent Qubli­
ca tions will be useful to corrections 
Qractitioners and Qolicymakers in 
dealing with the issues of changing 
jail QOQulations and facility condi­
tions. 

steven R. Schlesinger 
Director 

Qopulation 2 1/2 times higher than any 
other State. New York was second with 
more than 16,000 persons, followed by 
Texas (15,200) and Florida (14,700). 
These same States, together with 
Georgia, Pennsylvania, and Illinois, had 
the largest jail QOQulations in both 1978 
and 1983. 

Number ef inmates 
1983 1970 1972 1978 1983 

3,338 160,863 141,588 158,394 223,551 

223 31,458 27,362 24,228 36,634 
972 29,209 23,516 28,452 39,538 

1,607 61,655 55,461 67,444 89,479 
536 38,541 35,249 38,270 57,900 

2A juvenile Is II pel'sen subject to juvenile ceurt 
jurisdietien bused on IIgo nnd effense limitatiens as 
defined by Stllte law. Stlltutes and judicial 
prllclices Illlow youths to. be Inearcera ted in adult 
jnils and prisens under II vnriety ef circumstances; 
hew ever, lhe grent mnjerity ef juveniles-some 
82,000 in 1983-11re heused in eillll~r pUblicly er 
privlltely epernted jUvenile custedy facilities. 

a The census dales were Murch 15, 1970; June 30, 1972; 
February 15, 1978; und June 30,1983. 
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I The 1983 Jail C'ensus 
A record 223,551 persons were being 
held in local jails throughout the United 
States in June, 1983, a 41% increase 
over the total of the last jail census in 
February 1978 (table 1). During the. 
same 1978-83 period, the number of 
local jail facilities nationwide de­
creased 4% from 3,493 to 3,338. In this 
report a jail is defined as a locally 
administered confinement facility, in­
tended primarily for adults but some­
times I!lsodetaining juveniles, that 
holds p~rsons pending -adjudica tion 
and/or persons committed after adjudi­
cation tor sentences, usually of a year 
or less. Relative to the U.S. popu­
lation, the number of jailed persons 
rose 29% from 76 per 100,000 residents 
in 1978 to 98 per 100,000 in 1983 
(tablf:) 2). The 1978-83 jail popula-
tion increase was more than three 
times larger than any prior change 
between censuses. Growth was higher 
for women (65%) than for men (40%) 
(table 4). The number of juvenile jail 
detainees~ however, was relatively 
unchangEid for the Nation as a whole, 
totaling 1,736 on the daY20f the census 
in 1983 vs. 1,611 in 1978. 

Population growth highest in 
West and Northeast 

The West and Northeast reported 
the fastest growth in jail population, 
each increasing more than 50% between 
1978 and 1983; jail populations in the 
North Central states and the South 
increased 39% and 33%, respectively 
(table 2). The most rapid growth in jail' 

1Temporary holding facillties or lockups that do not 
detain pElrsons after they are formally charged in 
cpurt are exclUded. See Methodological note for 
further discussion. 

2 A juvenile is a person subject to juvenile court 
jurisdiction based on age and offense limItations as 
defined by State law. StatutE)s and judicial 
practices allow youths to be incarcerated in adult 
jails and prisons under a variety of circumstances; 
however, the great majority of juveniles-some 
82,000 in I983-are housed!n either publicly or 
privately operated juvenlIe custody facilities. 

This bulletin presents findings from 
the June 30, 1983, National Jail 
Census, the most recent in a series 
of periodic local jail enumerations 
conductf:)d in 1970 and again in 1972 
and 1978. Jails are operated by 
local rather than State govern­
ments. They hold persons awaiting _ 
trial or arraignment as well as those 
already convicted of a crime: prp­
bation and parole violators and .> 

persons awaiting sentencing or serv­
ing sentences. The total correc­
tions population includes jail 
inmates, State and Federal prison­
ers, and persons on probation or 
parole. This report excludes five 
Sta,tes that operate combined jail 
and prison systems; their inmates 
are reported in the annual Sta te and 
Federal prison count. 

Following this bulle~in, a sum­
mary volume and four regional 
volumes will be published detailing 

populations occurred in Maine, Ken­
tucky, the District of Columbia and 
North Dakota, ranging from 72% to 
106%. Alaska, Alabama, and West Vir­
ginia were the only jurisdictions to 
record population declines during the 
period. With nearly 42,000 persons in 
local confinement, California.had a jail 

Table 1. Jails and inmates, by region, 1970-!I3a 

Number of jails 
Region 1970 1972 1978 ,. 

United States 4,037 3,921 3,493 

Northeast 235 231 207 
North Central 1,178 1,153 1,042" . 
South 1,914 1,865 1,678 
West 710 672 566 

.;:: 

November 1984 

State and county-level data from the 
1983 census: number of inmates; 
number held for Federal, State, and 
other local authorities; admissions 
and releases; inmate deaths; and fa­
cility characteristics such as number 
of confinement units, beds, building 
and renovation plans, e:{penditures, 
health and safety, and staff. 

.' The findings of this gens us were 
made possible by jail administrators 
and corrections statistics specialists 
in 45 States and the District of 
Columbia. Their cooperation and 
patience produced a questionnaire 
response rate ':of virtually 100%. It is 
hoped that this and subsequent publi­
cations will be useful to corrections 
practitioners and policymakers in 
dealing with the issues of changing 
jail populations and facility condi­
tions. 

steven R. Schlesinger 
Director 

population 2 1/2 times higher than any 
other State. New York was second with 
more than 16,000 persons, followed by 
Texas (15,200) and Florida (14,700). 
These same States, together with 
Georgia, Pennsylvania, and Illinois, had 
the la.rgest jail populations in both 1978 
and 1983. 

Number of inmates 
1983 1970 1972 1978 1983 

3,338 160,863 141,588 158,394 223,551 

223 31,458 27,362 24,228 36,634 
972 29,209. 23,516 -28,4-52 39,538 

1,607 61,655 55,-461 67,444 89,479 
53G 38,5U 35,249 38,270 57,900 

a The census dates were March 15,1970; June 30, ~972; 
February 15, 1978; ancl June 30, 1983. 
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Four States with, large jail popula­
tions also ranked among the Nation's 
top 10 in rate of jail confinement:. 
Louisiana moved from fourth to. first 
with 192 inmates peJ:' 100,OOO-nearly 
twice the national rate of 98-while 
Georgia declined to second (178) and 
California {{66) and Florida (137) J:'ose 
to. third and !ourth highest, respectively 
(table 2). As Figure 1 shows, eight of 
the States with the ten highest incar", 
ceration rates in 1983 were in the 
South, the same number as in the pre­
vious census. Increases in rates of local 
confinement were not limited to States 
with relatively high rates, however; . 

those with the lowest jail conf,inement 
rates during 1978-83 also saw gains, 
including Iowa (where the rate l'ose 
from 23 to 29 per 100,000), and,North 
Dakota (where it doubled from 18 to 36 
per 100,000). . ,) 

Female component varies 
signiflcantly by State 

Although women accounted for 7% 
of all jail inmates nationwide in 1983, 
their proportion varied widely by State 
(table 3). Massachuset.ts had t.he 
smallest propOrtion (almost zero), while 
California had the largest(U %). The 

'" 

D' • 

proportion in Massachusetts may be 
artifically low because women awaiting 
adjudication in that State are typi~ally 
detained in State correctional facili­
ties, leaving only a few in local jails 
pending transfer at the time of the 
census, One possible reason fol' the 
relatively high proportion of females in 
Galifornia jails-whose female inmate 

";; popUlation totaled 28% of all ~ailed 
women throughout the cou\1try-was the 

, availability of a variety of alternative 
sentencing choices, such as work fur­
loughs and counseling programs, which 
may have increased the likelihood of 
accused female law-breakers in that 

Table 2. Jails and inmates by region and State, legal status of inmates, 
and ratio to general population, February 15, 1978, and June 30, 1983 

Number of inmates per 
Jails All inmates Adults Juveniles 1001000202ulation 

Percent 
,!, 

Percent Percent Percent Percent 
change change change chang(l change 

Region and State 1978 1983 1978-83 1978 1983 1978-83 19(8 1983 1!!78-83 1978 1983 1978-83 1978 1983 1978-83 

United States 3,493 3,338 -4% 158,394 ,223,551 41% 156,783 221,815 42% 1,611 1,736 8% 76 98 29% 
Northeast 207 223 8 24,228 36.634 52 24,129 36,315 51 99 319 222 54 82 52 

Maine ,. 1.3 14 8 325 cYS:ilo 72 319 \\ 542 70 " 6 18 300 30 49 63 
Massachusetts 15 17 13 2,317 3,304 43 2,317 3,304 43 0, 0 0 40 57 43 
New Hampshire Ii 11 0 370 475 28 362 469 30 8 6 -25 43 50 16 
New Jersey 28 32 14 3,873 5,971 54 3,873 5,956 54 () 15 * 53 80 51 
New York 72 72 0 10,936 16,154 48 10,852 15,877 46 84 277 230 61 91 49 
Pennsy lvan.ia 68 77 13 6,407 10,170 59 6,406 10,167 59 1 3 200 54 85 57 

North Central 1,042 972 -7 28,452 39,538 39 27,937 39,2110 40 515 338 -34 49 67 37, 
Illinois 100 98 ~2 5;781 'lI,849 53 5,758 8,819 53 23 30 30 52 77 48 
Indiana 90 93 3 2,453 I' 47 2,301 3,466 51 152 133 ~13 46 66 44 
Iowa 91 90 -'I 664 

~,599 
26 654 828 ,27 10 11 10 23 29 26 

Kansas 86 86 0 998 l,':~: 33 934. 1,305 40 1>4 23 -64 43 55 28 
Michigan 93 87 ~7 5,729 7,637 33 5,7011 7,627 34 21 10 ~52 63 84 33 
Minnesota 65 67 ' 3 1,517 1,954 29 1,504 . 1,941 29 lS 13 0 38 47 24 

.. MissQuri 137 129 -6 2,849 3,783 . 33 2,829 3,761 33 20 22 10 60 76 27 
Nebraska 77 67 -13 676 844 25. 638 817 28 3~ 27 -29 44 53 21 
North Dakota 39 31 -21 118 243 106 117 2:!G 102 1 7 600 18 36 100 
Ohio 150 121 -19 5,465 7,116 30 5,377 7,Q87 32 88 29 -67 51 66 29 
South Dakota 44 31 -30 276 316 15 253 310 23 23 G -74 40 45 13 Wisconsin 70 72 3 1,926 3,030 57 1,864 3,003 61 62 27 -57 41 64 .56 

South 1,678 1,607 -4 67,444 89,4791.) 33 66,775 88,639 33 669 840 26 98 113 15 
Alabama 108 108 0 5,049 4,464 -12 5,027 4,452 11 22 12 -46 137 lI3 ~18 
Arkansas 92 89 ·3 l,334 1,602 20 1,277 1,540 21 57 62 9 62 69 11 District of Columbia 2 2 0 1,407 2,843 102 1,407 2,820 100 0 23 * 208 4$6 119 Florida 112,. 103 -8 10,305 ,14,668 42 10,263 14,313 40 42 355 745 122 137 12 Georgia 223 203 -:9 8,278 ,10,214 23 8,269 10,213 24 9 1 ::-89 165 178 8 
Kentucky 111 96 -14 2,149 3,711 73 2,089" 3,652 75 6Q 59 -2 62 100 61. Louisiana 93 94 1 5,232 8,507 63 5,217 8,501 62 15 6 -60 134 192 43 Maryland 25 30 20 3,553 4,608 30 3,553 4,572 29 0 36 * 86 107 24 Mississippi 94 91 -3 2,427 2,498 3 2,359 2,482 6 68 16 -77 102 97 -5 North Carolina 95 99 4 2,798 3,496 2.5 2,766 3,474 26 32 22 -35 lil 57 12 Oklanoma 102 104 2 1,704 2,215 30 1,676 2,164 29 28 51 82 61 87 10 South Carolina 68 58 -15 2,362 2,690 14 2,328 2,674 15 34 Hi -53 84 82 -2 Tennessee 111 108 -3 4,553 6,005 40 4,492 5,975 33 61 30 -51 106 128 21 Texas 296 273 -8 10,995 15,224 39 10,931 15,176 39 64 48 -25 86 97 13 Virginia 92 95 3 4,232 5,719 35 4,077 5,616 38 155 103 ':'34 84 ~03 23 West Virginia 54 54 0 1,066 1,015 ":5 1,044 '1,015 3 22 0 -100 57 52 -9 

West 566 536 -5 38,2'10 57,900 51 37,942 57,661 52 328 239 -27 100 129 '-' 29 rl Alaska 6 5 -17 44 37 -16 ., 
43 34 21 1 3 2.00 11 i.i -27 / 

Arizona 39 31 -21 2,501 ' 2,940 18 2,484 2,906 17 17 34 100 108 99 "8 California 135 142 5 26,206 41,72() 59 26,093 41,656 60 113 64 -58 lilO 166 38 Colorado 61 60 -2 1,681 2,747 63 1,658 2,739 65 23 8 -65 05 88 35 Idaho 45 ,,36 -20 539 604 12 498 56~ 14 41 38 -7 62 61 -2 Montana 58 . 50 -14 324 405 25 304 394 30 20 11 -45 43 50 16 Nevada 22 23 5 912 9,40 3 ., 896 928 4 16 12 -25 144 ]'05,c -27 New Mexico ~8 35 -8 794 1,346 70 755 1,324 75 39 22 -44 67 96 43 Oregon 48 39 ,.19 1,872 2,304 23. 1,855 2,304 24. .17 0 ,.100 78 87 12 Utah 24 24 0 676 906 34 675. 906 34 1 0 .' -100 0 53 56 '.' 6 Washington 59 65. 10 2,453 '3,610 47 2,437 3,595 48 16. 15 -6 68 84 24 Wyoming 31 26 -16 268 341 27 244 309 27 24 32 33 66 66 Q r, 

NO'I'£: ltive States~Connecticut, Delaware, excluded from the report. Alaska, whicn had five • Not definable. Hawaii, Rhode Islancl and Vermont-had integrated locally operated Jails in addition to an integrated 
" jail-prison systems and therefore, were jail-prison system, was .included. 

..... 
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Figure 1. States with highest jail incarceration rates, 
Feb.ruary 15, 1978, and June 30, 1983 

Georgia 165 
Nevada 
Alabama 137 
louisiana 134 

1978 
Rank 
order 1983 

Aorlda122 
CalIIomla120 

ArIzona 108 
Tennessee 106 
Mississippi 1 02 

Maryland 
Texas 86 

Tennessee 128 
Alabama 113 

Maryland 107 
Nevada 105 
Virginia 103 

Kentucky 100 

, 
200 

r"' ----"r----"---TI ----" :t o 50 100 150 200 

Rate per 100,000 population 
Note: Excludes Connecticut, Delaware, Hawall, Rhode Islond, and Vermont, 
In which there w.,re no locally operated Jails. The .Dlstrlct 01 Columbia, ~ 
a wholly metropolitan Jurisdiction, Is also excluded from this comparison. '- .. : 

Table 3. Jails an<l inm~tes, by region and State, sex of inmates, legal status, 
and ratio to general population, June 30,1983 

All Inmates 
Region and state. Jails Total Male Female 

Uni:ti States 
r.\ 

3,338 223,551 207;782 15,769 
(( 

223 36,63. 3.,615 2,019 0 Northeast 
Maine 14 560 547 13 

?' 
Massachusetts 17 ,3,304 3,301 3 
New Hamllshlre 11 475 451 24 
New Jersey 32 5,971 5,596 375 
New York 72 16,154 " 15,100 1,054 .' 

. Pennsylvania " 77 10,170 9,620 550 

North Central 972 39,538 37,000 2,538 
Illiqois 98 8,849 8,468 381 
Indianl\. 9~ 3,599 3,359 240 
IoW(,) 

.. 
90 839 .. 798 41 

Kansas 86 1,328 '. 1,244 84 
Michigan 87 7,637 7,064 573 
Minnesota 67 1,954 1,849 105 
Missouri 129 3,783 3,523 260 
Nebraska 67 844 796 48 
North Dakota 31 243 ~22 21 
Ohio 121 7,116 6,549 567 
South Dakota 31 316 289 (. 27 
"Wisconsin 

" 
72 3,030 2,839 191 

South " 1,607 89,479 83,696 5,783 
Alabama 108 4,464 4,216 248 
Arkansas 89 1,602 1;508 94 
District of Columbfa 2 2,843 2,570 273 
Florida 103 14,668 13,489 1,179 
Georgia 203' 10,214 ., 9,659 555 

. Kllntucky 1::' 96 3,711 3,471 240 
Louisiana 94 ,8,507 8,046 461 
Maryland 30 4,608 4,343 265 
Mississippi 91 2,498 2,374 124 
North Carolina 99 3,496 3,305 191 
Oklahoma " 104 2,215 2,034 181 
SOuth Carolina 511' 2,690 2,572 118 
Tennessee 108 6,005 5,614 391 
Texas 273 15,224 14,215 1,009 
Virginia 9S 5,719 5,317 402 
West Virginia 54 1,015 963 52 

West lia6 57,!NI0 52,471 " 5,429 
Alaska 5 37 32 5 
Arizona 31 2,940 2,756 184 
California 142 41,720 37,31.2 4,408" " 
Colorado 60 2,747 2,591 156 
Idaho 36 604 563 41 
Montana 

0 
50 405 369 36 r; 

847 Nevad!i 23 940 93 
" Ne)'l Mexico 35 1,346 1,273 73 

Orllgon :;>39 2,304 2,163 141 
Utah 24 906 862 44 
Washington 65 3,610 3,390 220 
Wyoming 26 341 313 28 -. 

Adults 
Total Male 

221,815 206,163 

36,315 34,309 
542 529 

3,304 3,301 
469 445 

5,956 5,581 
15,877 14,836 
10,167 9,617 

39,200 36,689 
8,819 8,440 
3,466 3,235 

828 787 
1,~05 1,222 
7,627 7,054 
1,941. 1,836 
3,761 3,503 

817 773 
236 215 

7,087 6,526 
31.0 283 

3,003 2,815 

88,639 82,916 
4,452 . 4j205 
1,540 1,449 
2,820 2,547 

14,313 13,157 
10,2.13 9,658 

3,652 3,423 
8,501 8,040 
4,572 4,310 
2,482 2,358 
3,474 3,Z86 
2,164 1,986 
2,674 2,556 
5,975 5,588 

15,176 14,173 
5,616 5,217 
1,015 963 

57,661 52,249 
34 29 

2,906 2,722 
41,656 37,252 

2,739 2,584 
566 532 
394. 359 
928 835 

1;324 1,254 
2,304 2,163 
' 906 862 

3,595 3,375 
309 282 

Female 

.' 15,652 

2.906 
13 

3 
24 

375 
1,041 

550 

2,511 
379 
231 

41 
83 

5.73 
105 
258 

44 
21 

561 
(I 27 

188 

5,723 
247 

91 
273 

1,156 
555 
229 
461 
262 
124 
188 
178 
118 
387 

1,003 
399 

52 

5,412 
5 

184 
4,404 

15,5 
34 
3& 
93 
70 

141 
'(,' 44. 

220 
27 

State being assigned to jail custody and 
participation in such programs. 

With the exception of Massachu­
setts, every jurisdiction had more 
women in jail in 1983 than in 1978. 
Gains were highest in the District of 
Columbia (137%), Virginia (132%), and 
New Jersey (110%), and lowest in 
Nevada (2%), New Hampshire (4%), 
Mississippi (6%) and West Virginia 
(6%). In each of these jurisdictions, 
however, the increase accompanied the 
State's overall growth in jailpopula­
tion, the sharpest gains occurring where 
total population growth was above the 
regional average, and the smallest gains 
taking place where growth lagged be­
hind the regional average. 

Number of 
inmates per 

Juveniles 100,000 
Total Male Female population 

1,736 1,619 117 98 .. 
319 306 13 82 
18 18 0 49 

0 0 0 57 
6 6 0 50 

15 15 0 80 
277 264 13 'i 91 

3 3 O. 85 

338. 31,. 1127 67 
30 28 2 77 

133 124 9 66 
11 11 .. ' il 29 
23 22 1 55 
10 10 0 84 
13 13 0 47 
22 20 2 76 
27 23 4 53 
7 7 0 36 

29 -, 23 6 66 
6. 6 0 45 

' 27 24 3 64 

840 780 60 113 
12 11 1 113 
62 59 3 69 
23 23 0 456 

355 332 23 137 
1 1 0 178 

59 48 
, 

11 100 
6 ',. 6 0 192 

36 33 3 107 
16 16 0 97 
22 19 3 57 
51 48 3 67 
16 16 0 82 
30 26 4 128 
48 42 6 97 

103 100 3 103 
0 0 0 52 

239 222 17 129 
3 3 0 S 

34 34 0 99 
64 60 4 166 

8 7 1 88 ;;::-. 

38 31 7 61 
11 10 1 50 

'. 12 12 0 105 
22 19 3 96 
0 0 0 87 
0 0 0 56 

15 i5 0 ~~4 
32 31 1 '.' 66 ., 

'"...-
Note: FiVe States-Connecticut" DelaWare, gr&tcd jail-prison systems and, tnerefore, were five locally operated jails in additic10 to an 

integrated jail~prison system, was included. Hawl\iI, Rhode Island, and Vermoil! had into- excluded from the report. Alaska, which had 
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Table.4. Jail!; and inmates by region, sex of inmates, legal status, 
and ratio to general pCI(IUIation. February 15.1978, and June 30, 1983 

All inmates Adults 

Number of 
,-' inmates per 

Juveniles ' - 100,000 
Region and yc;lar Jllils. Total Male Female To~l ", Male Female Total Male female populationll 

United States 
1978 3,493 158,394 148.839 9,555 156.783 147,506 9,277 1,611 1,333 278 76 
1983 3,338 223,551 207,782 15,~6!1 221.815 206.1~,~, 15,652 1,736 1,619 117 98 

Nortliellst 
1978 
1983 

North Centra~~i' 
1978 
1983 

South 
1978 
1983 

West 

0 207 24,228 
223 36,634 

1,042 28,452 
972 39,538 

1,678 67,444 
1,607 89,4.79 

23,039 1,189 24,129, 22,984 
34,615 2,11l9 36,315 34,309 

26,687 1,765 27,937 26,256 
37,000 2,538 39,200 36,689 

63,992 3,4'52 66,715 63,420 
83,696 5,783 88,639 82,916 

1978 566_ 38,270 35,121 3,149 37,942 34,846 
1~83 536 57 ~qo 52,471 5,429 57 ,661 52,~49 

a Five. States-Connecticut, Delaware, Hawaii,\~, excluded in calculating the rate of inmates per 
Rhode Islllnd, and Vermont-had integrated '\, 100,000 population at the regional and national 
jail-prison systems and, the~fore, were '':'levels. Alaska, wllia!,l had five locally 

1,611, respectively). Tl)e regional 
distribution of thepopulatiorF'in 1983 
was virtually the same on an average 
daily basis as at the time of the 
census: approximately 4096 of alI' 
inmates were housed in the South; .25% 
in the West;.18% in the Nor.th Central 
States; and -17% in the Northea~t. 

High volume of jail admissions 

Because 'of their dual function as 
detention facilities. for the unconvicted 
and as confinement facilities for pel,'­
sons convicte,<;l of offenses, local Jails 
have a far higher volume of admissions 
and releases than other'types of cor­
rectional facilities. For example, the 
250,000 admissions to the Nation's 900 
Federal and state prisons in 1983 pro­
duced an average

3
0f 278 entries per 

facility per year; and a total of 

3Qnpublished data for 1983 from the series 
Prisoners In State and federal Institutions. 

Table 5. Tile jail Bitll8tion at midyear 1983 
-
States with greatest 

1,145 99 55 44 54 
2,Q06 31~ 306 13 82 

1,681 515 431 84 49 
2,511 338 311 27 67 

3,355 669 572 97 98 
840 5,723 780 60 113 

ij 
3,0(36 328 275 03 100 
5,¥12 239 222 17 129 

" operated jails in addition to an integrated Jal1-
prison system, was included in ,the calculation. 

625,000 entries to 2,900 public and 
private juvenile custody facilities in 
1982 produced an avera.f'e ad~ission 
rate of 216 per facility. ay contrast, 
more than 8 million admissions to 3,300 
local jails during the annuaf period 
ending June 30, 1983, generated an 
average of more than 2,400 admissions 
per facility' per year (table 7). When 
the 7.9 million releases occurring 
during the period are added to the 
admissions, the number of inmate, 
transactions between July 1, 1982, and 
June 30, 1983, totals more than 16 mil­
lion, 01' an average of 4,800 transac­
tions per jail per year. 

Regional differences were apparent 
in terms of admissions per 1,000 civil-

4'Children In Custody: Advance Report on the 1982 
Census of Public Ju~enlle FaCilities, Office of 
Juvenile Justice lind Delinquency Prevention, tJ.S. 
Department of Justice, December 1~83, and unpub­
lished data. 

--
" 

States with high- S\lIt.CS wUh tile 
est incllrcera Uon 

States with largest increases (50% or more) rates (more than 
highest proportion 
of jlll1s (15% or 

Inmate populations in the number of 125 inmates per more) und\lr court 
(5,000 or more) Inmates since 1978 _ 100,000 population)a order for crowding 

Callfornlll 41,720 North Dakota 106% Louisiana 192 Louisiana 68% 
New York 16,154 Dist. of Columbia 102 Georgia 178 Arizona 29 
Texas 15,224' Kentucky" 73 California 166 florida ,23 
Florida 14,668 Maine 

" 
72 Florida m Alaskll 20 Georgia 10,214 New Mexico 70 Tennessee 128 MiSSissippi 19 PennsylvlIRia 10,110 Colorado 63 New Jer:;ey 16 Illinois 8;849 Louisian!\ 63 iI 

Colorado 15 Louisiana 8,507 Clllifornia 59 
Michigan 7,63.7 Pennsylvanill 59 " 
Ohio 7,116 WiSconsin 57 
Tennessee 6,005 New Jersey 54 
N'Clw Jersc;ly 5,971 illinois 53 
Virginia 5;719 

" 
a The District of Columbia, a ~hOllY metropolitan area, 

is excluded'Crom the list of States with high Incllrccration rates. 

4 

-' 

Table 6. Average daily population, by legal status, sex or adults, and 
region and State, ror the annual periods ending February IS, 1978 and June 30, 1983 

Adults 

ians i8-34 years old, t!lepre!iominant 
age irS0up among incarcerated per­
sons. The rate in the South (170) was 
more than 4 times higher than in the 
Northeast (38), roughly twice as high as 
in the North Central States (78), and 
slightly higher than in the West (158). 

All inmates Male Female Juveniles 

Inmates about e~enlY divided between 
convicted and unconvicted 

Nearly equal propol,'tions of 
convicted and unconvicted inmates 
wel,'e being held in local jails at. the 
time of the 1983 census (table 8). 
Detailed comparison with 1978 data 
was re~tricted by cla~sification limi­
tation~ in that year, u;~t the overall 
propoftions of convicted and uncon­
victed appear to 'Wve changed little. 
durf,ng the period. As was the case In 

197&, a slightly higher percentage of 
women (55%) than men (51%) were un­
convicted. Regionally, this pattern was 
most pronounced in the South, where 
58% of the women and 5396 of the men 
were unconvicted. 

Trend toward fewer but 
larger jails ' 

Continuing the slow but steady 
consolidation of the previous -decade, 
and coinciding with standard-setting 
agenciesi efforts to promote .the 
merging of municipal and county jails 
into joint complexes, 4% fewer local 
confinement facilities were in opera­
tion in 1983 than 5 1/2 years earlier 
(table2)~ A tot!)l of 3,338 local jails 
were identified, including 1,607 in tile 
South, 972 in the North Central Region, 
536 in the West and 223 in the North­
east. Each region ha~ slightly fewer 
jails except the predominantly metro­
politan Northeast; where 16 mOre facil­
ities were in use. Oil a State~bY-S.ta~~ 
basis, net declines were reported In T4 

Region and State 

United States 

Northeast 
Maine 
Massachusetts 
New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New York 
Pennsylvania 

North Central 
minois 
Indiana 
Iowa (! 
Kansas 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Missouri 
NebraSka 
North Dakota 
OhiO 
South Dakota 
l~isconsin 

South 
Alabama 
Arkansas 
District of Columbia 
Florida 
Georgia 

~:) Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Maryland 
Mississippi 
~orth Carolinll 
Oklahoma 
South Carolina 

, Tennessee () 

Texas 
Virginia 

I,West Virginia 

West" 
Alaska 
Arizona , 

CaIifornln 
Colorado 
Idaho 

, 
Montana 
NeVl~da 
New.Mexico 

'/ Oregon 
utah 
Wllsllington 
Wyoming 

1978 1983 1978 

157,930 227,541 146,312 

24,150 37;498 22,870 
310 557 294 

2,269 3,516 2,234 
389 492 363 

3,930 6,297 3,659 
10,926 16,371 10,285 

6,326 10,265 6,035 

28,'167 41,327 26,420 
5,993 .9,262 5,675 
.2,552 3,834 2,262 

719 905 652 
(;' 942 1,3.13 839 

5,815 7,624 5,290 
1,396 2,~08 1,288 
2,870 3,937 2,639 
v 545 951 480 

146 260 128 
5,516 7,578 5,078 

306 337 273 
1,967 3,118 1,816 

66,855 91,946 62,427 
5;052 4,884 4,840 
1,21'<' 1,630 1,093 
1,360 2;361 1,235 

10,317 14,950 9,553 
-8,070 10,797 7,723 
2,310 3,833 2,097 
5,084 8,207 4,834 
3,619 4,629 3,498 
2,273 2,4.7a 2,102 
2,623 3,885 2,434 
1,735 2,490 1,556 
2,260 2,840 2,123 

, 4,623 6,269 4,320 
10,859 15,366 10,052 

4;396 6,226 3,982 
"1,057 1,106 985 

38.158 56,770 34,595 
37 34 31 

2,408 '2,913 2,037 
26,199 40,622 23,892 
1;632 2,523 1,509 

532 661 458 
398 416 340 
988 964 879 
738 :a30S 660 

1,876 2,342 1,713 
647 ,944 609 

2,457 3;660 2,264 . 246 383 203 

1983 1978 1983 1978 H83 

210,451 9,878 15,3~1I 
d-

1,,'40 1.760 

35;219 1,185 2,009 
" 

95 270 
537 8 13 8 7 

3,511 :35 5 -0 0 
462 25 28 1 2 

5,899 270 392 1 6 
15,062 559 1,057 82 252 

9,748 288 " 514 3 3 

38,398 1,825 2,S6t 522 368 
8,827 291 409 27 26 
3,423 136 261 154 150 

840 48 48 19 17 
1,233 50 67 53 13 
7,082 498 531 27 11' 
2,071 84 119 24 18 
3,677 189 250 42 10 

872 32 55 33 24 
239 12 18 6 3 

6,954 37Q 581 
. 

68 43 
28~:, 19 30 14 25 

2,898 96 192 55 28 

85,123 3,676 5.939 752 
.-

884 
4,607 195 264 17" 13 ' 
1,494 76 84 48 52 
2,126 no 220 15 15 

13,489 715 1,126 49 335. 
10,243 331 554 16 0, 

3,512 140 254 73 67 
7,724 234 474 16 9 
4,342 121 267 0 20 
2,318 107 138 . 64 17 
3,639 159 217 30 29 )i 
2,285 152 Hi9 27 36 
'2,658 107 149 '30 33 
5,787 217 4H 86 65 

14,148 727 1,165 80 53 
5;696 228 390 186 140 
1,055 57 51 15 0 

5i,711 3~192 '4,821 371 238 
32 3 2 3 0 

-2,725 362 163 9 25 _ 
.36,889 2,176 3,667 131 66 

2,164 97 353 26 6 
591 37 34 37 36 
388 30 18 "28 10, 
853 95 102 14 9 

1,201 47 79 31 28 
2,213 126 128 :37 

D 
1 

911 34 33, 4 0 
3,428 165 225 28 7 

" 
316 20 17 23 50 

5Unllubllshed data from the 1978 Survey of Inmates 
of Local Jails indlcllted that 124,073 inmlltes, or 
78% of alllhose incarcerated at tile tlJTle of that 
survey, were between 18 lind 34 years old. 

~ote: ,Datil for 1978 waS based on IIverllge 
weekday population. Five States-

systems and, therefore, were excluded from 

Connectlcut, 'Del&ware, Hllwall' Rhode Island, 
and Vermont-had integrated j 'il'1>risoQ 

6UnpubUShed data from thc 1978 National Jail 

~ indicated that becaus~ ollmprecl:ely jurisdictions led ~by Ohio Texas and 
reported information, approxlmately.~.5% of tile . , .,.' I, • • 
jail population was unclassified by conviction status. GeorgIa wIth 29, 23, and .20 fewer JaIls, 

Table 7. Admissions and rell'.ueB tor th~\,annual period ending June 30,1983, 
by legal status, geX and region 

i\dmlsslons 
Adults ·Juveniles 

Ueglon Totl11 Male Femllle 
\' -' 

" 
United States 8,0It,344 7,270,663 708,315 

Northellst 489,546 442,005 40,978 
North Central 1,366,719 1,2-23,836 117,678 
South 4,008;646 3,643,062 315,822 
Wcst 2,219,373 1,961,'160 .233,837 

• Releases includc;l expirations ofsentencc, transfers to prob?tion 
or parole, transfers to State and Federal 'corrc;lctlonal facihtles, 
and transfers to other jurisdictions. 

Male Female 

:86,150 11,516 

5,840 723 
HI,897 5,368 
41,792 7,970 
19;321 4,455 

5 

Total 

'7;941,236 

471,700 
1;349,288 
3,959,636 
2,160;612 

the report. Alaska, which 'had five locally 
operated jaiIs in addition to an Integrated 
jail-prisan system,w~s included. 

respectively (table 2). Net .gains 
o<!curred in 15 States, most notably 

lleleasesa 
Adults Juveniles 

Male -.Female Male Female 

7.145,818 691,338 85,564 18;516 

426,171 39,271 ,5,469 789 
1,207,471 116,752 19,715 5,350 
3;602,7,67 307,710 41,224 7,935 
'1i909,409 -22~1 ,605 19,156 4,442 

J 
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Table 8. AWlt inmates by sex, region and conviction statlL'l, 
A majority of inmates detained in 
medium or large size facilities 

February 15, 1978, and JWle 30, 1983 

Total Male !Iemale 
Percent Percent Percent 

Region and change change change 
conviction status 1978 1983 1978-83 1978 1983 1978-83 1978 1983 1978-83 

'. 
United States 

Total a156,783 a221,815 41% 143,853 206,016 43% 9,038 15,628 73% 

Even though small jails far out­
numbered medium-size and large 
facilities, the latter two dominated the 
system in terms of inmates held, hous­
ing almost 9 out of every 10 indi'iiduals 
brought into custody (table 10). Deten­
tion in large facilities was most com- . 
mon in the Northeast and West, where . 
two-thirds of all detainees were housed 
in jails of 250-inmate capacity or/,c 
more. By contrast, persons arres(t~d 

Unconvicted 77,453 113,984 47 72,394 
Convicted 75,438 107,660 43 71,459 

Northeast 
Total 23,636 36,270 53 22,523 
Unconvicted 11,872 18,044 52 11,279 
Convicted 11,764 18,226 55 11,244 

North Central 
Total 27,188 39,176 44 25,559 
Unconvicted 14,813 21,215 43 13,938 
Convicted 12,375 17,961 45 11,621 

South" 
Total 64,654 88,571 37 61,378 
Unconvicted 32,652 46,844 43 30,546 
Convicted 32,002 , 41,727 30 30,832 

105,45S 46 5,059 
100,557 41 3,979 

34;269 _ 52 1,113 
16,998 51 593 
17,271 54 520 

36,668 43 1,629 
19,867 43 875 
16,801 45 754 

82,864 35 3,276 
43,517 42 2,106 
39,347 28 1,170 

8,525 
7,103 

2,001 
1,046 

955 

2,508 
1,348 
1,160 

5,707 
3,327 
2,380 

69 
79 

80 
76 
84 

54 
54 
54 

74 
58 

103 

>f ...... 

in the NOl'th Central Region had the 
greatest likelihood-about 1 in 5-of 
being- confined in small facilities able 
to house 50 or fewer inmates. 

West 
~' 34,393 Total 37,413 57,627 54 52,215 52 3,020 5,412 79 

The trend towa.rd use of medi~m­
and high-capacityjails was reflected in,. 
differing rates of population growth by 
size of facility during 1978 to 1983: 

Unconvicted 18,116 27,881 54 _ 

Convicted 19,297 29,746 54 

a United States totals include inmates not 
classified by conviction status. Unconv!llted 
inmates were awaiting arraignment, awiihing 
trial, or currently tieing tried. 

Pennsylvania (9), California (7), and 
Washington (6). 

Appr/Jximately63% of all jails in 
1983 were small, having capacity for 
fewer than 50 persons; :10% were of 
medium size, holding 50-249; and 7% 
were large, with space for 250 or more 
inmates. By comparison, .in 1978 the 
respective proportions were 67%, 28%, 
and 5%, indicating a slight decline in 
the relative number of small jails, and a 
slight increase in ~edium and large 
capacity facilities. 

The numerical dominance of small 
facilities stems from the role of coun­
ties: as basic units of government in 
criminal justice, virtually all of these 
more than 3,100 jurisdictions in 1983 
operated loc,al confinement facility sys­
tems. Small jails were most common in 
the North Central Region, where they 

7 Capacity can be measured in a variety of ways, 
such as rated capacity, or the number of inmates 
set by State or local correctional authorities; 
operational capacity, or the number of inmates who' 
can be accommodated given the staffing, program­
ming, and service prOVision resources of the 
facility; and design capacity, or the number of 
inmates intended by the archite.ct to occupy the 
facility. In this report, facility capacity was 
determined by. mUltiplying the rated capltclty of 
each confinement unit within an institution by the 
number of units .of each size. Thus, in a facility 
with 4 single cells, 6 double cells, and 2 cells ra ted 
for 3 inmates each, jail capacity was calculated as 

.. follows: units with. a rated capacity of 1 multiplied 
by 4. of .that type equaled a capacity of 4; units with 
a rated capacity of 2 multiplied by 6 of that type 
equaled 12; and units with a rated capllcity o( 3 
multiplied by 2 of that type equaled a cllpaclty of 
6. The $um of Individual unit capacities, then, 4 + 
12 + 6 equaled a total jail capacity of 22. 

16,631 25,077 51 1,485 2,804 89 
17,762 27,138 53 1,535 2,608 70 

Convicted inmates were awaiting sentence, 
serving a sentence, technical probation 
violators, and those returned from parole. 

accounted for more than three-fourths 
of the\'total. Medium-size and large 
institutions were relatively more nu­
merous in the Northeast, where a large 
proportion of the general population 
lived in metropolitan areas. All of the 
country's 10 larg~st capacity jails were 
locat'ed in large metropolitan areas, 
including four in the New York City 
area and three in the Los Ang,'i!les area 
(table 9). 

the number of occupants of large jails 
ros.e by about 51%, While medium-size 
facility populations increased by 34%, 
and small jail numbers grew by only 
22%. Morepver, the populations of 
large facilities grew by 50% or more-in " 
each of the regions except the North 
Central States where it rose by 45%. 

One of every 10 bed spaces 
added since 1978 

Approximately 28,000 additional 
beds were added to the Nation's local 
jail capacity between 1978 and 1983 
(tableJ 10). Capacity in large jails 
increased by about 21 % .and in mediUm 
size facilities"by 9%; however, capacity 

Table 9. Ten largest jailS in the United States, 
by rated capacity, whether wider court order for crowding, 
and court-«dered capacity, JWle 30, 1983 " 

" 
Under court Court 

Rated order to re- ordered 
Rank Jail capacity duce crowding cllpacity 

1. Men's Central Jail 
Los Angeles, California 5,136 No 

2. Cook County'Jail 
C,hicago, lllinois 4,600 Yes 4,500. 

3. HarriS County Jail (Houston) 
Humble, Texas l::.:J 2,450 No 

4. Ne. York City Correctionallmtitution " 

New York, New Yori( 2,096 No 
,. 

5. Anna M. Kross Center 
New York, New York 2/045 Yes 2,045 

6. DJItimore City Jail . 
Baltimore,. Maryland 1,815 Yes 1,057 

7. HaUof Justice Jail 
Los Angeles, California 1,750 No 

8. Orange. County Jail 
Santa Ana, California 1,461 No 

9. New York City H.ouse of Detention for Men 
New York, New York 1,445 Yes 1,445 

10. Ne. York City Adolescent Reception and 
Detention Center . 0 

New York, New York ,. 
1,431 Yes 1,431 

Note: See Footnote 7 for definition of rated capacity. 
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Table 10. Inmates and jail capacity, by size of jail and region, 
February 15, 1978, and JWlC 30,1983 . 

Size of jaila Percent of 
Inmates' Jail c8l2acit:i cal2acit:i occul2ied 

and region 1978 1983 1978 1983 1978 1983 

qnited States 158,394 223,551 247,342 275,378 64% 81% 
Less than 50 20,978 . 25,615 50,728 48,803 41 52 
50-249 57,235 76,722 91,897 100,195 62 77 
250 or more 80,181 121,214 104,717 126,380 77 96 

Northeast 24,228 36,634 31,939 39,123 76 94 . 
Less than 50 1,491 1,543 2,142 2,012 70 77 
50-249 7,663 10,907 < 10,787 12,243 71 89 
250 or more 15,074 24,184 19,010 24,868 79 97 

North Central 28,452 39,538 50,321 53,424 57 :~14 
Less than 50 5,801 7,799 15,406 1;:\,389 38 51 
50-249 9,744 13,080 17,200 18,615 57 70 
250 or more 12,9~7 18,659 17,715 19,420 73 96 

South .67,.,.4 89,479 108,575 119,783 62 75 
Less than 50 10,943 12,589 

" 
25,809 24,035 42 52 

50-249 29,573 36,571 ~!l,621 50,859 61 72 
250 or more 26,928 40,:)19 34,145 .~ 44,889 79 90 

'-" 
West 38,270 57,900 56,507 63,048 68 .. 92 

Less thlln 50 2,743 3,684 7,371 7,367 37 50 
- 50-249 10,255. 16,164 15,289 18,478 67 87 

250 or more 25,272 38,052 33,847 37,203 75 102 

a Jaifsize is determined by multiplying the infirmary, protective custody units, by tilE;, . 
rated capacity of one confinement unit ",k number of units or each type, and then Summing 
each type, including both general purpose across all types of units. , 
and special purpose, e.g. segregation, . 

declined 4% il1 small jails. The North­
east led other regions, with 22% more 
space overall, including 31 % greater 
capacity in large jails •. A simila~, pro­
portion was added to large facilities in • 
the South, ~',lt ac~ommodations in small 
jails ,c::Ieclined 796 in this rel;rion. 

Occupancy rate increases 

" 

" 
The tri~jority of unoccupied jail 

sp,ace in 1983 was concentrated among 
small (less than 50-inmate capacity) 
facilities. Slightly more than 1196 of 
all inmates were housed in these jails, 
where occupancy was 52% for the 
Nation as a whole, ranging from 50% 
occupancy in the West to 77% in the 
Northeast. Medium-size facilities held 
most of the remaining unoccupied space 
with occupancy ranging from 70% of 
capacity among the North Central 
States to 89% in the Northeast. 

Little change in number of innlates 
held because of crowding elsewhere 

Jail ~ministrators reported that. 

approximately 7,700 inmates, or 3% of 
the Nation's jail population at midyear 
1983, were being held for other 
authorities as a direct result of 
crowding in Feder,al or State prisons or 
in other local jails (table 11). 
Subsequent data from State prison 
authorities for yearend 1983 indicate 
that an additional 2,200 persons who 
were being held in jail for transfer or 
other reasons were also determined to 
be in the "crowding" category; this 
brought the total ,held either directly or 
indirectly for reasons of crowding to 
approxi~atelY 9,900, about the same as 
in 1978. ' 

About 17% of all jails, including 
facilities in virtually every'State, had 
inmates backed up because of crowding 
elsewhere at midyear 1983 (table 12). 
The number of persons was relatively 
small in most jurisdictions, but con­
stituted 32% of the jail population in 
Mississippi, 21% in Louisiana, and 19% 
in Maine. In most States tl)e great 
majority of such persons were being 
held for state authorities; but in 
Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio, Penn­
sylvania, and West Virginia, more than 
67% were housed for lack of space in 
other loca}.confinement facilitil:!s. 

Inmate death rate declines 

A total of 554 persons died while in 
local jail custody during the annual 
period ending June 30, 1983, 9% less 
than the 611 inmate deaths recorded in 
the previous census for the 12 months 
ending February 15, 1978 (table 13). As 
a proportion of all releases from jail, 
which totaled mm'e than 7,900,000 in 
1983, inmate deaths constituted a very 
small fraction. About 95% of the in-

- " 9See Prisoners in 1983, B,lS Bulletin, April 1984, 
l'ICJ-92949-. -----

The American Correctional Associa­
tion !Has suggested that prison . 
populations should not exceed 90% of 
available capacity in order to retain 
reserve confinement Units (or special 
purposes, such as hospital beds,' segre­
gation housing, repl,cement units for 
those in repair,etc; The number of 
jail inmates often varies between 
weekends and weekdays, and in{lreases 
sharply after arrest sweeps by police. 
As a result, jail populations fluctuate. 
more than those of prisons, so that jails 
typically need more reserve capacity 
than prisons. Nevertheless, unused bed 
space decreased between 1978 and 1983 
as occupancy (i.e., the percent of 
capacity occupied) rose from 64% to 
8196 (table 10). Moreover, among large 
jails, where the majority of inm~tes 
were housed, occupancy increased from 
7796 in 1978 to 9696 in 1983. Among . 
regions in 1983, occupancy in large jails 
peaked at 102% of capacity hi the 

Table 11. AWlt inmates held because of cl'Owdi~ at other facilities, 

West, 9796 in the Northeast, 9696 among 
the North Central States, and 90% in 
the South. 

c:::, 

8Estimate suggested by Anthony Travisono, 
Executive Director, Al}lcrican CorrectioMl' 
Association, Mllrch 7, 1984. 

by type of jurisdiction for which held, and region, p 

February 15, 1978, and JWlC 30, 1983 

Inmates held because of crOWding: elsewhere 
Percent Percent of those held due ·to crOWding: for: 

All of all All "" Federal State Other local 
Region and yE;ar inmates Number" Inmates authorities authorities authorities authori ties 

United states 
1978 158,394 9,944 6% 100% 7% 78% 15% 
1983 223,551 7,675 3 100 8 76 16 

Northeast 
1978 24,228 673 3 100 10 74 16 
1983 36,634 1,689 5 100 2 77 21 

North Central 
1978 28,452 725 3 100 8 11 81 
1983 39,538 549 1 100 15 28 57 

South 
1978 67,444 7,957 12 100 6 88 6 
1983 89,479 4,727 5 100 7 84 9 

West 
1978 38,270 589 2 100 16 31 53 
1983 57,900 710 1 100 21 63 16 
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cidents involved adult men, 4% adult 
women, and 1% juveniles. The inci­
dence of inmate deaths fell slightly 
over the 5 1/2 year period, from 3.8 per 
1,000 inmates in 1978 to 2.5 per 1,000 
in 1983. Lower death rates werere­
ported ~n every region of the country, 
led by a decrease from 4.3 to 2.3 per 
1,000 persons in the North Central 
States. 

, Suicide remained the principal cause 
of death among men, women, and juve­
niles, alike. Approximately 55% of 
deaths of adult males, 79% of adult 
females, and 100% of the juvenile jail 
deaths in 1983 were suicides; all of the 

juvenile suicides were among boys, 
including 2 each in the Northeast, 
North Central States, and South,and 1 
in the West. The second most common 
cause of death among men,and the only 
other cause among women, was illness 
or other natural cause. Approximately 

;:) 1 in every 50 male fatalities during 
1982-83 resulted from injury by another 
person, a 50% decrease from the 2 'in 
every 50 rate during 1977-'18. 

Census count of employees on 
duty June 30, 1983 

A total of 64,560 jail employees 
were at work on the reference date.in 

1983, including 5,797 on a part-time 
basis, or sligh¥8 fewer than 1 in every 
10. (table 14). Approximately 69% of 
the staff performed direct custody 
functions as correctional officers, 
guards, or jailers; about 13% were 
involved in clerical and maintenance 
activities such as typing, filing, 
cooking, and grounds":keeping; and 

ro.;:o obtain a better measure of starr loael relative 
to Inmates, employeeelata in the 1983 census 
pertained only to personnel who were at< work in the , 
facility during the 24-hour period of June JO,1983. 
Comparison, therefore, could not be made with 
prevIous (lensus data, Which counted all employees 
on the facility rolls, whether or not they were on 
duty at the time of the cel)SUs. 

Table 12. Jails hol~ <inmates as a ditect result of crow~ at otber facilities, 
by type of jurisdiction for w/lieh'inmates are held aiId by region and State, February 15, 1978, aiId J'Wle 30, 1983 

Jaii~~olding inmates be- Number of jails holdi!!lr inmates for: 

cause of crowding: elsewhere Federal State Other local 

All jails 1978 1983 authoritiesa authoritiesa authoritiesB. 

Region and "tate 1978 1983 " Number Percent Number Percent 1978 1983 1978 1983 , 1978 1983 

/.1 3,493 3,338 630 18% 553 17% 70 76 409 337 
United\States 

252 211 

NortMut r 207 223 42 20 81 36 
~ 

10 9 26 50 17 34 

Maine 13 14 5 38 10 71 0 1 0 10 5 " 
MassachuSetts 15 <,' 17 11 73 12 71 6 4 11 7 :1 5 

New Hampshire 11 11 " 0 0 0 0 0 " 0 0 0 0 0 

'New Jersey 28 32 14 50 19 59 0 2 14 19 2 II 

New York 
.. 72 72 5 7 24 33 3 1 1 14 3 10 

Pennsylvania 68 77 7 10 16 21 1 1 0 0 6 15 

North Central 1,042 972 98 9 109 11 12 16 5 23 90 80 

lllinois 100 98 10 10 3 3 0 i 0 1 10 1 

Indiana 90 93 4 4 5 5 3 0 0 3 1 2 

Iowa 91 90 8 ' '9 15 17 1 l' '~ 0 " 7 11 

Kansas 86 86 6 7 4 '5 2 0 0 2 4 2 

Michigan 93 87 11 12 18 21 0 5 4 1 10 13 
" 

Minnesota 65 67 14 22 12 18 2 3 0 2 14 10 

MissOuri 137 129 15 11 24 19 0 4 0 5 15 18 

~ebraska 
, . 17 67 6 8 4 6 :0 0 0 1 '6 4 

North Dakotll 39 31 2 5 1 3' 0 0 0 0 2 1 

Ohio 150 121 1'5 10 9 7 3 1 1 0 14 8 

South Dakota 44 31 2 5 1 3 1 II 0 0 ,2 1 

Wisconsin . 70 72 5 7 13 18 0 1 0 4 5 9 

iIauth 1,1178 1,1107 4311 tI 211'1 U 35 ·33 3'12 232 lOll 70 

,Alabama 108 108 73 68 46 43 3 '3 72 41 12 13 

Arkansas 92 89 8 9 23 '26 2 1 0 21 7 '2 

District of Columbia 

,) 

2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 o . 
Florida 112 103 17 15 11 11 . 6 5 11 4 8 4 

Gaol'lia 223 203 32 14 20 10 3 2 19 13 16 8 

Kentucky 111 '96 4 4 23 24 0 3 0 17 4 8 

Louisiana 93 94 40 43 45 48' 4 1 32 42 13 '\ 10 

Maryland ,. 25 30 17 68 6 20 2 1 17 4 4 2 

Mississippi 94 91 86 70 50 55 2 3 64 48 10 5 

North Carolina 95 99 14 15 H 12 ,,," 0 '2 13 9 4, 1 

Oklahoma 102 104 '3 3 4 4 1 2 ,.? 0 2 2 0 

South Carolina 88 58 48 71 1 2 2 1 46 0 2 0 

Tennessee 111 108 " 48 41 14 13 1 0 46 12 3 3 

Texas 296 273 " 11 4 16 6 6 11 0 2 5 3 

Virginia 92 95 56 61 22 23 2 0 52 16 13 8 

Wes,t Vlrgln!a . 54 54 4 7 4 '1 1 1 0 1 3 3 

west ., 588 536 51 ,9 68 12 13 6 18 32 3~ 2'1 
Alaska 6 5 0 0 
Arlzona 

1 20 0 0 iJ 1, 0 0 
39 31 4 10 6 19 III 5 3 0 2 .1 

California 135 142 .12 10 u 9 14 2 4 0 '1 10 7 
Colorado 61 60 3 5 21 35 0 ~ 14 
Idaho 45 36 1 2 2 

'0 3 5 
6 0 0 0 1, 1 1 

Montana 58 " 50 3 5 
Nevada 

0 0 2 0 0 0 1 0 
22 23 3 

New Mexico 
14 0 0 1 0 0 0 3 0 

38 35 6 16 6 17 2 1 0 3 ~ 3 
Oregon " 48 39 6 12';' 4 10 1 ,2 0 1. 2 
utah 24 24 3 13 2 8 

'S 
1 0 3 2 0 1 

,. 

WaShington Sll 65 9 15 S 12 3 1 
Wyoming 31 26 

0 3 8 5 
1 3 2 8 0 0 0 0 1 2 q 

Nole:· Five States Connecticut, Delaware, which had ii ve locally operated jails in Il Detail mill/ .add to more than total sllown 
Hawaii, Rhode Island and Vermont-had addition to an integrated jail-prison system 
integrated jail-prison systems and, therefore, was included. J 

because II jllil may hold inmlltesctor more 

'were excluded from the report. Alaska, ., 
' than one authority. 

Table 13. Inmate deaths Wri~ the annual 
~~odsending February 15, 1,978, aiId June 30, 

, by cause and region. 

1978 1983 
Cause of death Num- Per Num- Per-
and region ber cent ber crrnt 

United. States 611 100% 554a 100% 

~atural cause!; 223 36 2.00 36 
Suicide 297 49 294 53 
Injury by an-
other.person 24 4 10 2 
Other' . G 67 11 $OB 9 

Northeast 50 100% 65 100% 
Natural causes 21 42 18 28 
Suicide 23. 46 47 72 
Injury by an-
othertferson 1 2 0 0 

Other 5 10 o " 0 

North Central 123 100% 92 11)0% 
Natural causes 36 29 28 30 
Suicide 81 66 57 62 
Injury by an':' 
other.person 3 2 {: 0 0 

Other 3 3 7 8 
'0 

South 312 100% 284a 100% 
Natural causes 131 42 106 37 
Suicide 126 40 132 47 
Injury by an-
othertferson 12 " 7 2 

Other 43 14 39B 14 

West 127 100% 
" 

113 101)%" 
Natural causes 35 28 48 42 " 
Suicide 67 53 58 51 
Injury by an-
other.person 9 7 3 3 
Other 16 12 4 4 

a Includes 29 inmatedellths due to fire 
that destroyed the 'jail in Biloxi, Miss. 

b in September 1982. ' 
Includes a~cidental self-injury. 

" 

slightly less than 10% held &dmini_
c 

strative positions, sU,ch as c,j\lef jailers, 
shel.'iffs, or" assistants. Least l'eprE!- . 
sented. were professional and technical 
workers, e.g. doctors, nurs~s, p~ra­
medics, counselors, psychialrists" and 
related personnel, who accounted~ for 
approximately 7%, and academic 'Ci";1d 
vocational teachers, who accounted for 
about 1%. Part-tim.e work~rs Were 
most prevalent in th~ North Central 
S~ates (14%), where they constitut,eo 
hlgher proportions of administrative 
(22%), cleriC'll, and maintenance (18%) 

Bureau of Justice Stlltistics Bulletins 
are prepared. by BJS staff. "Carol 
Kalish, chief of data analysis, edits 
the bulletins. Marilyn Marbrook, 
publications unit chief, administers 
the.ir production, assisted by Millie J. 
Baldea and Betty J. Sherman. This 
report was written by James J. 
Stephan. Phyllis Jo Baunach directed 
the jail census.. Data collection and 

"processing were conducted by Diana 
M. Cull, assisted by Arthur Ciampa, 
pauline E~ Fain, Pamela ButleJ;', and 
other staff of the U.S. Bureau of the 
Census. 

November 1984, NCJ-95536 

Table 14. Jail employees, by Oc:cllplltional ca~~y full-time 
or' part,-time status, and region, June 30, 1983 ' 

Occupational category and United North- o North 
full-time or part-time status States east Central South West 

" 

Total 64,560 12,391 13,~9 " 26,116 12,504 

Full-time 58,763 11,765 11,615 24,014 11,369 
Part-time 5,797 626 1,934 2,t02 1,135 

Administrative . 6,091 839 1,522 Z;649 1,081 
Full-time 5,220 828 1,190 2,287 915 
Part-time 8n' 11 332 362 166 

Custody 44,454 9,019 9,022 18,309 8,104 
Full-time 41,876 8,804 8,116 17,362 7,594 
Part-time. 2,578 215 906 947 510 

Clerical.and maintenance 8,415 1,405 1~949 3,165 1,896 
Full-time 7,573 1,347 1,607 2,891 1,728 
Part-time 842 58 342 274 168 

Educa tlonal 893 235 180 322 156 
Full-time 596 141 ~06 227 122 
Part-time 297 94 74' 95 34 

ProCessional and technical 4,524 857 844 1,627 1,196 
Full-time 3,362 628 574 1,217 943 
Part-time 1,162 229 270 410 ,< 253 

Other ~83 36 32 44 71 
Full-time e, 136 17 22 30 67 
Part-time 47 19 10 14 4 

Note: Excludes employees not. on duty during the 24 hours 
of June 3D, 1983, and all c:?mmunity volunteers. 

, and custody· (10%) employees than in 
other regions. 

Inmate-to-staff ratio lowest 
in small jails ~ 

There were approximately 3.5 
inmates for each jail em~loyee on 
June 30, 1983 (table 15). The ratio 
Vf!is lowest among less-than~50-inmate 
jails (2.2 to 1), .slightly higher in 
mediu[ll-sizetJ facilities (3.8 to 1), and 
highest in iru;titutions with capacity for 
250 or more (4.1 to 1). Inmate-te-staff 
ratios were slightly higher in the South 
than in other regions; but among the . 
States, California's inmate-to-staff 
ratio was the highest (6.0 to 1) and 
Alaska's the lowest (1.1 to 1). Nation­
wide, correctional officers supervised 
an average of 5.1 inmates, ranging 
from 9.7 in California to 1.8 in 
Alaska. Case loads for doctors, nurses 
and other technical personnel averaged 

'iIThe ratio of inmates t'o stafCwas determined by 
dividing the average daily Inmate population byihe 
llumQer ·o( employees in ellch occupational ca.tegory. 

(i7' I 

, 

about 50 inmates; teachers and other 
educational employees were out­
numbered by (>risoners abou~ 255, to 1. 

Annual spending ruches 
$2.'1 billion 

(, 

Local jail expenditut:'es totaled 
slightly mor.e than $2.7 billion for the 
Nation as a whole during the annual 
period enOing June 30, 1983 (table 16) • 
More tl)an $2 billion, or 79%, was spent 
on current operating activities, in­
cluding salaries and wages, E!mployer 
contributions to employee benefits, 
purchases of food and supplies, and 
contractual services. The remaining 
$582 million, or 21%, was used for 
capital outlays such as new building 
construction, major repairs and 
improvements, land purchases, and 
equipment. 

The proportion of total spending 
allocated for capital ne.eds showed no 
clear relationship to the percent of jail 
capacity occupied (tables 10 and 16). 

(" 
Table 15. Number of inmates per employee, by occupational category 

, and size of facUity, Jwui 30, 19834 

Size of facilit:tb 
All Less than 50-249 250 or more 

Occupational category facilities 50 inmates inmates 'inmates 

Total 3.5 2.2 , 3;8 4.1 

Administrative " 37.4 12.3 43.2 89.5 
Custody 5.1 3,5 5.4 5.8 
Clerical and maintenance ' 27.0 15.6 31.0 32.4 
Educutlonal 254.8 453.5 243.1 228.6 
ProCessional and technical 50.3 80.6 48.0 i) 46.0 

<-
a The ratio of inmates to staff was obtained by di-

vlellnll' the average daily popUlation by the number 
b of employees in each occupaUonal category. 

Based on averag~ daily nopulatlon. 
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For example, the highest occupancy in 
1983 was found in the Nortlieast (94%); 
yet its capital outlays amounted to. the 
smallest proportion of total expendi­
tllres for any region (13%). During the 
same period, tile lowest occupancy 
occurred in the North Central States 
(74%), where capital costs accounted 
for 21% of total spending. 

Operating expenditures per jail 
inmate, adjusted for price inflation, 
rose by about two-thirds from) roughly 

" ... $5,600 in 1969, the last timel~ata wer,e 
;'~'available, to $9,400 in 1983. Re-

gionally, the .1983 figure ranged from. 
$16,700 in the Northeast to $7,200 in 
the South (table 16). Among individual 
jurisdictions, it was more than four 
times higher in Alaska ($25,400) and 
New York ($24,300) than in Georgia 
($5,400) and South Carolina ($5,200). 
When State data for 1969 w'ere e]!:;­
pressed in 1983 purchasing power and 
then compared to data for 1983, every 
jurisdiction showed higher spending per 
inmate in the latter year except Massa­
chusetts, where the .reported annual 
operating cost per person was virtually 
unchanged. . 

Methodological note 

The 1983 National Jail Censlls, the 
fourth enumeration of local coniine­
ment facilities since 1970, waS author­
ized by the Omnibus Crime. Control and 
Safe Streets Act of 1968, as amended 
(42 U.S.C. 3732), to assess the needs of 
the. Nation's jails. The census was con~ 
ducted for the U.S. Bureau of Justice 
Statistics by the U.S. Bureau of the 
Census. 

Criteria for inclusion in the census 
were the same as in 1978: local jails 
that held inmates beyond arraignment, 
usually more than 48 hours, and that 
were administered and staffed by local 
officials, usually city or county e_~' 
ployees. Specifically exclUded ~i'OiTI 
the count were Federally administered 
jails, State-administered jails, privately 
operated facilities, and the combined 
jail-prison systems in Connecticut, 
Delaware, Hawaii, Rhode Island. and 
Vermont. 

c 

The facility universe list was devel­
oped from information obtained through 

-120perating expenditures per jail inmate were 
determined by dividing the amount spent on 
salaries, wages, supplies, utilities, transportation, 
contractual services, and other current items paid 
for during the fiscal year by the inmate popu­
lation. Amounts for 1969 were adjusted for price 
inflation by converting to. 1983. constant dollars 
{that is, 1983 purchasing power) as Collows:the 
consumer price index reported average annual price 
change estimates of 107.0 for 1969 and 297.1 for 
1983, using 1967 as the reference base year. The 
percent change for 1969-83 was 177.796. 

Table 16. Jail. expenditures by region and state, COl' the annual 
period ending June 30, 1983 

Region and State (;.? 
Total 

EXl2enditures 
Operating Capital 

~, (Thousands of dollars) . 
(I 

United states $2,711,357 $2,129,748 ~581,609 

NOI'theast 715,130 624,601 90,529 

Maine 6,350 " 4,917 1,433 
Massachusetts 42,791 41,780 1,011 

t/ew Hampshire 6,165 5,780 385 
New Jersey 114,543 70,020 44,523 

New York 425,276 397,760 27,515 
Pennsylvania 120,006 104,344 15,662 

NOI'th Centr~l 471,186 372,760 98,426 
Illinois 63,550 60,474 3,077 
Indiana 32,250 27,245 5,005 
Iowa 16,738 10,734 6,004 
Kansas 14,434 11,398 3,036 
Michigan 98,747 83,809 14,938 
Minnesota 41,190 Ci 

28,115 13,075 
Missouri 32,180 29,466 2,714 
Nebraska 9,525 9,286 239 
North Dakota 4,462 3,259 1,202 
Ohio 90,850 78,367 12,483 
South Dakota 2,730 2,709 22 
Wisconsin 64,529 27,898 36,631 

South 903,190 660,616 242,574 
Alabama 62,535 26,695 35,839 
.Arkansas 13,938 11,972 1,966 
District of Columbia 25,854 25,604 250 
~lorida 196,957 141,714 55,243 
Georgia 83,762 58,128 25,634 
Kentucky 24,044 23,752 291 
Louisiana 56,735 49,569 7,165 
Marylandc 114,366 46,092 68,274 
Mississippi' 15,903 14,085 1,818 
NOrth C~rolina 27,589 23,464 4,124 
Oklahoma 25,852 16,572 9,280 
South Carolina 14,998 14,820 179 
Tennessee 43,313 40,527 2,786 
Texas 130,467 104,687 25,780 
Virginia " 58,023 ~4,888 3,136 
west Virginia 8,856 8,046 809 

West , 621,850 471,771 150,"' 
Alaska 1,005 865 140. 
Arizona 44,791 29,881 14,9il 
California 335,653 308,013 27,641 
Colorado 36,779 26,899 9,881 
Idaho 5,770 5,234 537 
Montana 10,489 4,353 '6,136 
Nevada 66,096 15,847 50,249 
New Mexico 16,513 11,501 5,012 
Oregon 2'3,201 21,628 1,573 
Utah 12,979 7,732 5,247 
Washington 54,527 36,407 18,120 
Wyoming 14,046 3,413 10,633 

(I 

'. 
Capital expend­
i tures as a per­
cent .of total 
expenditures 

21% 

Operating 
.expenditures 
per inmate 

(In dollars) 

$ 9,360 

13 ,r-.--=-. 16,657 
23,/ '>" 8,828 
2· ~ 11,883 

. 6 \~1;749 
39 yl,120 
6 24,297 

13 10,16S 

21 9,020 
S 6,529 

16 7,106 
36 11,861 
21 8,681 
15 10,993 
32 12,733 
8 7,484 
3 9,765 J/ 

27 12,5~y;:" 

11 ?~~:~;} 
57 " 8,947 

27 
57 
14 
1 

28 
31 
1 

13 
60 
11 
1.5 
36 
1 
6 

20 
5 
9 

Z4 
14 
33 

8 
,e 27 

9 
59 
76 
30 

7 
40 
33 
76 

7,185 
5,466 
7,345 

10,845 '.1 

9,479 
5,384 
6,197 
6,040 
9,957 
5,696 
6,040 
6,6S5 
5,218 
6,465 
6,813 
8,816 
7,275 

11,310;' 
25,444 
10,258 

7,582 
10,661 
7.918 

'1.11,464 
16,439 

8,793. 
9,235 
8,191 
9,947 
8.912 

phone calls to each facility counted in 
the 1978 Jail Census and data gathered 
from the American Correctional Asso­
ciation (ACA) Directory, the 1982 .tail 
Sample Survey, Sh~~e jail inspection 
bureaus, and other sources. After pre­
testing in January, 1983,tne census was 
conducted during the subsequent sum­
mer and fall. Following the initial 
mailout to 3,588 facilities, 60 jails 

Because the census was a complete 
enumeration, the results were not 
subject to sampling error. Nonsampling 
error, slJchas respondent misinter., 
pretation, processing, and analysis 
mistakes were kept ata minimum 
through repeated manual and computer 
edit checks. 

were added and 290 deleted according 
to the crUeria for inclusion, leaving a 
total of 3,358. Second requests in Au­
gust, telegram reminders in September, 
and telephone. follow up in November 
through January'Yielded a final re­
sponse rate of 99.4%. 
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Bureau of Justice Statistics rti!ports 
(revised October 1984) 

Call toll-free 800-732-3277 (local 
251-55(0) to order BJS reports, to be added 
to one of the B.)S mailing lists, 0(, to speak 
to a reference specialist in statistics at the 
Justice Statistics Clearinghouse, National 
Criminal Justice Reference Service, 
Box 6000, Rockville\ MD 20850. Single 
copiEls of reports artl free; use NCJ number 
to order. Postage and handling are charged 
for bulk orders of single reports, For single 
copies of multiple titles, up to 10 titles are 
free; 11-40 titles $1 0; more than 40, $20; 
libraries call for special rates. 

Public-use tapes of BJS data sets and 
other criminal justice data are available 
from the Criminal Justice Archive and 
Information Network, P.O. Box 1248, Ann 
Arbor, MI48106 (313-764-5199). 

National Crime Survey 
Criminal victimization in the U.S.: 

1982 (final report), NCJ-92820, 11/84 
1973-82 trends, NCJ-9054J:;. 9/83 
1981 (final report), NCJ-90208 
1Q80 (final report), NCJ-84015, 4/83 
1979 (final report), NCJ-76710, 12/81 

BJS special reports: 
The economic cost of c;\ine to victims, NCJ-

93450,4/84 
if. Family Violence, NCJ-93449, 4/84 
,\ BJS bulletins: 

Criminal victimization 1983, NCJ-93869,6/84 
Households touched by crime, 1983, NCJ-

93658,5/84 
Violent.crlme by strangers, NCJ-80829, 4/82 
Cri!11e and elderly, NCJ-79614, 1/82 
Measuring crime, NCJ-75710, 2/81 

The National Crime Survey: Working papers, 
vol. I; Current and historical perspectives, 
NCJ-75374,8/82 

Crime against the elderly in 26 cities, 
NCJ-76706, 1/82 

The Hispanic victim, NCJ-69261,11/81 
Issues in the measurement of crirne, 

NCJ-74682, 10/81 
Criminal victimization of California residents, ' 

1974-77, NCJ-70944,6/81 
Restitution to "Ictlms of personal and household 

crimf!s, NCJ-72770, 5/81 
Criminal victimization of New York State 

residents, 1974-77, NCJ-66481 , 9/80 
The cost of negligence: Losses from preventable 

household burglaries, NCJ-53527, 12/79 
Rape victimization In 26 American cities, 

NCJ-55878, 8/79 
Criminal victimization In urban schools, 

NCJ-56396, 8/79 . 
Crime against persons in urban, suburban, and 

rural areas, NCJ-53551, 7/79 ',,: 
An introduction to the National Crimf! Survey, 

NCJ-43732,4/78 . 
Local victim surveys: A revieW of the issue!l. 

NCJ-39973, 8/77 ., 

f3JS buHetins and special reports: 
Prison admissions .and rele~ses 1981 , 

NCJ-95043, 9/84 .~ 
Capital punishment 198.~, NqJ-93925,7/84 
Time. served in prison, NCJ-93924, 6/84 
Prisoners In 1983, NCJ-85861, 12/82 

Prisoners In State and Federal Institutions on 
Dec. 31, 1982 (final), NCJ-93311 t 12/84 
Dec. 31, 1981 (final), NCJ-86485, 7/fJ.3. 

Capital punishment 1982 (final), NCJ-91533, 
11/~4 ~, 

Capital punishment 1981 (final), NCJ-86484, 
5/83 

1979 surveyof Inmates of State correctional faci/ities 
and 1979 cenSllS of State correctional facilities: 
BJS special report: 

Career patterns in crime, NCJ-88672, 6/83 

alS bulletins: 
Prisoners and drugs, NCJ-87575, 3/83 
Prisoners and alcohol, NCJ-86223, 1/83 
Prisons and prisoners, NCJ-80697. 2/82 
Veterans. in prison, NCJ-79632,11/81 

Census of Jails and survey of jail inmates: 
Jail inmates 1982 (BJS bulletin), NCJ-87161, 2/83 
Census of Jails, 1978: Data for individual jails, 

vols, HV, Northeast, North Central, South, West, 
NCJ-72279-72282, 12/81 

Profile of jail Inmates, 1978, NCJ-65412, 2/81 
Census of jails and survey of jail inmates, 1978, 

preliminary report, NCJ-55172, 5/79 

Parole and probation 
BJS bulletins: 

probation and parole 1983, NCJ-94776, 
9/84 

Setting prison terms, NCJ-76218, 8/83 
Characteristics of persons entering parole " 

durins,1978 and 1979, NCJ.87243, 5/83 
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Box 6000 a 

Rockville, MD 20850 
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Interest in criminal justice: 
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" o AllBJS reports-30 to 40 reports a year, including bulletins and 
special reports 

o BJS Bulletins and Special Reports-timely reports of the most 
current justice data 

o Courts repor.ts-State court caseload surveys, model annual State 
reports, State court organization surveys 

o Corrections reports-results of sample surveys and censuses of 
jails, prisons, parole, probation, and other corrections data 

o National Crime Survey reports-the Nation's only regular national 
survey of crime victims . 

o Sourcebook of Criminal Justice Statistics (annual)-broad-based 
data from 153 sources (433 tables, 103 figures, index) 
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