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Tracking Offenders: 
The Child Victim 

Society views as especially heinous a 
crime in which the victim isa child. 
Generally lacking both the physical and 
psychological sb'ength to resist or de
fend themselves adequately, children 
can suffe[' trauma that leaves physical 
and mental scat'S lasting a lifetime, 
Society's official response to a crime 
when a child is the victim is, therefore, 
a matter of general concern. 

This bulletin focuses on the criminal 
justice system's handling of offenders 
against ctlild['en, compal'ing it wi th the 
processing of offenders against all vic~ 
ti ms. 

The statistics presented here do not 
permit sharply drawn conclusions. Prob
lems of offense definition, identifica
tion of the victims' ages, comparability 
of data from diffe['ent jurisdictions, and 
missing data cloud the findings in ways 
that cannot cU['['ently be accu['ately 
estimated.or fully app['eciated. 

Consequently, the findings pre
sented he['e are best described as pre
Ii m i nary ['esults of a pilot study 

ressing the processing of offenders 
nst children. 

of findings 

Overall, the pattern for these 
es strongly ['esembles that rOl' all 

felony offenses (See 8JS bulletin, 
IITracking Offende['s," November 1983, 
NCJ-91572). The "funnel effect" is 
['eadilyapparent: at each stage of the 
adjudication process, the number of of
fenders is reduced, leaving only a com
parative few to be sentenced to prison 

The first bulletin to present data 
for the Offender- Based Transac
tion Statistics (0 BTS) was pub
lished in Novembe[' 1983. 'rhat 
bulletin, "Tracldng Offenders, II 
p['esented preliminary aggregate 
data f['om four unnamed States in 
order' to demonstra te the utili ty of 
a dataset that can trace felons 
f['om their ar['ests to the final 
dispositions of their cases. This 
bulletin presents data supplied by 
six States since the publication of 
"Tracking Offende['s." While the 
analyses presented at'e f['om initial 
data, and subject to change as 
mo['e data become available, they 
are based on previously unavail
able data and suggest a t['end that 
me['its fu['tl1er study. 

'rhe. data show that offenders 
against childt'en at'e prosecuted 
and convicted more often than 
other' offenders. Yet, fewe[' of
fenders against childt'en are incar
ce['ated and, when incarce['ated, 

te['ms exceeding 1 year. Befitting the 
se['iousness of the cl'imes addressed 
here, 9 of eve['y 10 persons arrested for 
these crimes are prosecuted, Among 
persons arrested for any felony, the 
comparable figure is 1 of every 2. 

Among those prosecuted for the 
four offenses stUdied here, 2 are con
victed for' every 1 whose case is dismis
sed, This is about the same proportion 
as fOl' all felony arrestees. Because of 
the. higher prosecution rate, however, 
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receive shorter sentences to prison. 
Whether this pattern is attributable 
to the offender/child victim rela
tionship, differences in the severity 
of crimes against adult victims as 
opposed to crimes ag'ains, child vic
tims, or. other, undiscQvered, causes 
cannot be determined from these 
da tao 

Pal'ticipation in the 0 BTS program 
is growing. In addition to the States 
shown he['e, Minnesota and the Virgin 
Islands will provide data for calendar 
1982 and another three States have 
indicated they may I?articipate. 

I3JS continues to encourage all 
States to participate in the OBTS 
program. As this and the prior 
"Tracking Offenders" bulletin illus
trate, OBTS rep['esents a powerful 
tool for investigating how the 
c['iminal justice system responds to 
the more serious offenders. 

Steven R. Schlesinget' 
Director 

half of all offenders in the four cdme 
groups analyzed are convicted com
pa['ed to a third of all felony ar['estees. 

But, as is the case wi th all felony 
art'estees, the majority of convicted 
persons a['e not inca['cerated-t'ather, 
they are placed on probation or given 
suspended sentences. 

Table 1 shows that most persons ill'
rested for four specific crimes against 
children are prosecuted (93 of evel'Y 
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100 arrested), and a majority of those 
arrested are convicted (64 of 100 
arrests). However, a minority of th()se 
convicted are incarcerated (24 of 64), 
while a third of thos~ incarcerated. are 
sentenced to more than a year in prison 
(8). c . 

;:. ~ \, 

The race of thebffend~fdoes not 
appear .to be a factor in tl?,e proBability 
of conviction (61 % of white arrestees 
compared to 60% of other arrestees>;· 
however, probability of conviction if 
arrested does vary by sei~of the of
fender (64% of male arrestees com
pared to 53% of female arrestees). 

The probability of being sentenced 
to more than a year in prison ifcon- . 
vic ted decreases with the. offender's 
age up to age 39 before increasing for 

, those aged 40 and older. Sixteen per
.- cent of persons aged ~9 and under con

e victed of offenses against children ar.e 
sentenced to a I,>rison term exceeding 1 

year compared to 1396 of persons aged 
20 to 24, 8% of persons aged 25 to 29, 
and 7% of persons aged 30 to 39 years. 
The comparable figure for persons aged 
40 and over convicted of..offenses 
against children is 24%. 

In lQoking at particular offcmses, 
table 1 shows that for-all offenders 
(regardless of the age of the victim), 
19 of every 10() persons arrested for 
kidnapping receive a prison sentence of 
more than a year. However, Offender
Based Transaction~Statistics (OBTS) 
data indicate that for kidnapping 
involving a child victim, approximately 
4 out of'lOO"oersons arrested receive a 

'!prison sentence Of more than a year. 

Among persons .arrested for sexual 
assault, about 17 of every 100 receive 
prison .sentences of more than a year. 
The comparable figure for sexual as.,.. 
sault involving a. child victim is about 
13 of every 100 persons arrested. 

Table 1. Four states (average 1980 and 1981 OBTS data; California, New York, Ohio, and PClUL'lYlvania) 
Outcome for offenders by offense, race, sex, and age 

For 100 arrests 
of those prosecuted 

Offense and offender Not pro- Pro- Dis- Other dis- Con-
characteristics secuted secuted missed Acquitted position victed 

OCCense 
Four offense average 

Child victim 'I 93 25 2 2 64 
All victims 10 90 27 4 2 57 

Kidnapping 
Child victim 6 94 39 1 0 54 
All victims 10 90 34 3 1 52 

Sexual assault ,"! 

Child victim 10 90 19 4 2 65 
All victims 14 86 26 5 1 54 

Other sex offenses 
Child victim 5 95 11 1 2 81 
All victims 5 95 18 7 5 65 

Family offenSes 
Child victim 7 93 29 1 2 61 
All victims 10 90. 34 1 3 52 

OCCender characteristics 
Race 

White 
Child victim 8 92 26 2 3 61 
All victims 8 92 27 3 3 59 

Otlier 
Child victim 8 92 26 4 2 60 
All victims 16 84 27 6 2 49 

Sex 
Male 

Child victim 7 93 25 3 1 64 
All victims 10 90 28 4 2 56 

Female 
Child victim 8 92 33 1 5 53 
All victims 8 92 33 1 4 54 

Age 
19 years and under 

14 23 1 0 62,,:. Child victim 86 
" All victims 8 92 35 3 2 52"'" . ...:.' 

20 to 24 years 
Child victim 7 93 25 1 4 63 
All victims 11 89 26 4 2 57 

25 to 29 years 
Child victim 5 95 23 6 3 63 
All victims 9 91 27 5 2 57 

30 to 39 years 
Child victim 5 95 26 2 0 67 
All victims 10 90 25 4 2. 59 

40 years and over 
Child victim 10 90 19 2 2 67 
All victims 13 87 27 3 3 54 

2 

For other sex offenses, 10 of every 
100 persons arrested receive prison 
sentences exceeding 1 yeal'. Among . 
persons arrested. for other sex offenses 
with child victims, th~ comparable rate 
is 8 of every 100. <) 

Among perso~G arrested for falJlily 
offenses, about 4 of every 100 are 
sentenced to prison terms of more than 
1yeaI'. Among personsarrested for . 
family offenses involVing a child vic
tim, the comp!lrable statistic js approx
imately 2 of 100. 

When these four offense categories 
are combined, approxim/!tely 8 of every 
100 persons arrested for offenses 
against children receive prison sen
tences of tnor¢ than a year, ~ompared 
to about 12 ofevel'Y 100I,>el;'sons ar
rested when all victims are considered 
together. 

of those convicted 
Incarcerated 

Not incar- Less than More than 
cerated Total 1 ycar 1 year 

40 24 16 8 
31 26 14 12 

30 24 20 4 
22 30 11 19 

30 35 22 13 
26 28 11 17 

59 22 14 8 
35 I 30 20 10 

0 

42 19 17 2 
34 18 14 4 

1'.:::: 

35 26 18 8 
33 " 26 1.5 11 

:17 23 14 9 
21 28 11 17 

38 26 17 9 
30 26 13 13 

39 14 13 1 
36 18. 15 3 

37 25 15 1.0 
29 23 10 13 

37 26 18 8 
30 27 13 14 

39 24 19 5 
30 27 15 12 

46 21 16 5 
34 (". 25 15 10 

37 30 14 ~6 
30 24 16 . 8 

" 

Analysis of State patterns 
L? 'Q \' t" 

The. American system of .justice has 
evolved from the English common law 
into a complex series of procedures and 
decisions. The due process guarantees 
of the U.S. COQl,titution req'uire that 
specific steps Ilj~ taken in the admin::- . 
istratioh of criminal justice, but .'. 
criminal cases may be handleddif-

• ferentlyin'different jurisdictions 
according to State criminal codes. 
Consequently, it is appropriate to 
discuss each of the States separately. 

California. California (table 2) differs 
slightly from the overall pattern of of
f§ri~,e~processing shown in table 1. 
Most persons arrested for offenses 
against~hndren are I?rosecut~d (89 of 
every 100 arrestees), and a majority oC 
arreste~s are convicted (72 of 100). A 
majority of those convicted are incar
cerated (40"of 72 persons convicted), 
but a relative few (7) are sentenced to 
prison terms of more than a year. 

Whites arrested for offenses against 
children appear to have a higher con.., 
viction rate than other races (73% of 
white arrestees are convicted compared 
to 65% of other arrestees), and males 
are nlore likely to be convicted than 
females (74% of male arrestees are 
convicted compared to 63% of female 
arrestees). Age does not appear to 
affect the probability either of convic
tion or of being sentenced to a prison 
term exceeding 1 year. 

c 

Table 2. CaliConlia (combined 1980 and 1981 OBTS data) 
Outcome for offenders by offense, race, sex, and age 

For 100 arrests 
of those prosecuted 

Offense and offender Not pro- Pro- Dis- Other dis- Con-
cluiracterlstics 

,. 
secuted secuted missed Acquitted position victed 

Offense 
Four offense average 

Child victim . 11 89 16 1 0 72 
All victims 15 85 . 17 1 0 67 

!'idnapplng. 
Clilld victim 10 90 26 1 0 63 
All victims 14 86 20 1 0 65 

Sexual assault , 
0 80 Child victim 11 89 8 1 

All victims . 1"9 81 17 2 0 62 
Other sex. offenses 

Child victim 10 90 14 2 0 74 
All victims , 10 90 13 2 0 75. 

Family offenses 
Child victim 12 88 20 1 0 67 
All victims 16 '84 20 0 0 64 

Offender characteristics 
Race 

White 
Child victim 10 90 16 1 0 73 
All victims 12 88 17 2 0 sD 

Other 
Child victim 17 83 17 1 0 65 
All victims 21, 79 17 2 0 60 

Sex 
Mnle 

Child victim 10 90 15 1 0 74 
All victims 15 85 17 1 0 67 

Female 
Child victim 14 86 22 1 0 63 
Ail villtims 1<1 86 22 1 0 63 

Age . 19 years and under 
Child victim 12 8.8 13 1 0 74 
All. victims 14 86 14 1 0 71 

Not incar-
cerated 

32 
27 

29 
22 

26 
23 

32 
32 

34 
32 

33 
29 

28 
23 

32 
27 

34 
33 

39 
35 

20 to 24 years .,,- \ ~-;:;O'::: 

Child vicUm 10 90 15 1 0 74 31 
All victims 16 84 17 1 0 66 25 

25 to 29 Yi)urs 
Child victim 12 88 17 1 0 70 29 
All vlctlms-· 16 84 18 1 0 65 25 

30 to 39 years 
Child victim 10 90 18 2 0 70 32 
All victims 15 85 18 2 0 65 26 

40 ycars and over 
Child victim. 11 89 15 2 0 72 34 
All victim,S 13 81 17 2 

0
0 68 31 

3 
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of those convicted 
Incarcera ted 
Less than More than 

Total 1 year 1 year 

40 33 7 
40 26 14 

34 33 1 
43 23 20 

54 47 7 
39 21 18 

42 30 12 
43 31 12 

33 32 1 
32 31 1 

40 34 6 
40 28 12 

37 29 8 
37 19 18 

42 34 8 
40 26 14 

29 28 1 
30 27 3 

35 31 4 
c , 

36 23 13 

43 37 6 
41 25 16. i 

41 34 7 
40 25 15 

38 32 6 
39 27 12 

38 31 7 
37 28 9 
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Pennsylvania. In Pennsylvania (table 5), seem to affect the probability of con-
most persons arrested for offenses viction, butthe probability ofraceiving 
against chUdren are prosecuted (89 of I.l. sentence exceeding 1 year if con-
100 persons arrested), and themaj'ority victed decreases from 25% for persons 
of arrestees are convicted (61 of 100): aged 19 arid under to approximately 9% 
As in other States, a minority of those for persons aged 3Q to 39 before in-
convicted are incarcerated (21 of 61 creasing to 54% of persons aged 40 and 
persons convicted), a.nd relatively few over. 
receive sentences exceeding 1 year 
(13). 

Both race and sex appear to be re-
lated to the probability of conviction: . , 
55 of every 100 white arrestees are 
convicted compared to 69 of ever~\ 100 
other arr€Jstees; and 69 of every 100 
male arrestees are convicted compared 
~9 30 of every 100 female arrestees. Q 

,) 

Pennsylvania exhibits the same pat- -"'" Q 

tern of relationships between age and 
probabilities of conviction and sen-
tencing to a prison term exceeding 1 
year observed in table 1. Age does not 

Table 5. Pennsylvania (combined 1980 and 1981 OBrs data) 
Outcome for offenders by offense, race, sex, and age 

For 100 arrests 
of those prosecuted 

Offense and offender· Not pro- Pro- Dis- Other dis- Con-
characteristics secuted secuted missed Acquitted position victed 

., 

Offense ., 
Four offense average 

Child victim 11 89· 16 4 8 61 
. All victims 17 83 16 10 8 49 

Kidnapping 
I Child victim • • • ... • * 
I All victims , 19 81 19 10 3 49 

Sexual assault 
Child victim " 11 89 8 9 4 68 
All victims 20 80 17 13 3 47 

Other sex offenses 
Child victim 6 94 6 0 6 82 
All victims 9 91 14 4 19 54 

Family offenses 
Child victim 14 86 31 0 12 43 
AU victims .15 85 32 0 12 41 

Offender characteristics 
Race 

White 
Child victim 17 83 ~ 16 Ci 3 9 5S 
All victims 15 85 18 6 11 50 

Other " Child victim 2 98 " 150 8 6 69 
All victims 20 80 15 14 4 47 

Sex 
Male 

Child vlctilTi 10 90 11 6 4 G9 
All victims 17 83 16 10 8 49 

Female 
22" Child victim 15 85 33 0 30 

All victims 15 ' 85 32 0 15 38, 
Age 

19 years and under 
Child victim 25 75 8 0 0 67 
All victims 14 86 16 11 7 52 

20 to 24~~ai'S 
Child'- t~tim 10 90 14 2 14 Co GO 
An victims 18 82 17 9 7 49 

25 to 29 years 
Child victim 9 91 17 13 13 4\~ 

"";!) All victims 16 84 17 1.l 7 4g 
30 to 39 years 

Child victim 6 94 25 3 0 66 
All victims 18 82 17 10 8 47 

40 years and over 
Child victim 18 82 9 4 " 6S 
All victims 16 84 15 10 10 49 

• InsuCCicient. data to determine. 

o 
6 
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of those convicted 
Incarcera ted 

Not incar- Less than 
cerated Total 1 year 

~ 

40 21 8 
24 25 8 

• ... ... 
17 32 '7 

39 29 11 
20 27 8 

71 } II 0 
37 17 10 

29 14 8 
26 15 9 

29 26 12 
27 23 11 

56 13 2 
21 26 4 

44 25 10 
24 25 8 

22 8 4 
23 15 10 

42 25 8 
26 26 7 

38 22 12 
22 27 8 

i) 

40 8 " 24 25 7 
" 47 19 13 

23 24 11 

30 35 0 
29 20 6 

• , 

0 

o 

II 

, 

.' 

More than 
1 year 

Cd 
17 

• 
25 

.18 
19 

1.l 
7 

6 
6 

14 
12 

11 
22 

°15 
17 

4 
5 

17 
19 

10 
19 

',', 

" 18 

6 
13 

35 
14 . 

Utah. utah (table 6), though providing 
data from only 1 year, can be compared 
to the multi-State, pattern in part as a 
verification of observed patterns. As in 
the other States, in utah most child of
fenders are prosecuted (90 of every 100 
persons arrested), and most ,are con
victed (80 of every 100 arrestees). A 
minority of those convicted are incar
cerated (18 of 80 persons convicted), 
while rela.tively few of these receive 
senten~es exceedin~ one year (2) • 

Sex appears related to probability of 
conviction if arrested (82 of every 100 
males at'rested for offenses against 
children are convicted compared to 63. 
of every 100 females arrested). The 
limited number of cases in the Utah 
OBTS data file preclude the identifica
tion of any relationship between the 
arrestee's age and, probability of con
victionor incarceration. 

Table 6. Utah (1981 a81'S data) 
Outcome for offenders by orrense, race, scx, and age 

Orrense and offender Not pro- Pro-
charncteristics secuted secuted 

OCCense 
J.lou~ offense average 

Child victim 10 90 
All victims 6 94 

\{ldnapping 
Child victim * • 
AU victims 3 97 

Scxual assau\ t 
Child victim ... ... 
AU victims '{ 93 

Other sex orrenses 
Child victim .. • 
All victims 1 99 

'Pnmil::( offenses 
Child victim 8 92 
All victims 

0 7 93 

OfCender characteristics 
Race 0 

White \ 

Child victlm 10 90 
All victims 6 94 

Other 
Child victim ," '0 .. .. 
All victims 2 98 

Sex 

"# 
Male 

Child vlethn 9 91 
All victims 

" 
5 95 

Female 
Child victim 12 S8 
All victims 16 84 

Age , 
19 years and under 

Child victim 8 92 
AU Victims 8 92 

20 to 24 years 
0 ChilCi victim 13 87 

All victims 9 91 
25 to 29 ycars 

Child vlcthn • '" ,,' . All victims 0 100 
J 30 to 39 years 

Child Victim '{ 93 
All victims 5 95 

40 years and over 
Child victim '" ... 
AU victims 4 96 

• Insufficient data to dotermine. 

o 

For 100 arrests 
of those prosecuted of those convicted 

lncarcera ted 
Dis- Other dis- Con- N.ot in car:- • Less than More than 
missed Acquitted position victed cerated Total 1 year 1 year 

9 0 1 80 62 18 16 .2 ,.> 
17 1 2 H 47 27 11 16 

• '" ... ... oj. * • '" 
13 2 11 71 

;; 
27 44 14 30 

,. • • ... • • .. ... 
20 1 2 '{O 40 30 6 24 

.. • • • ... • • • 
19 0 () 80 61 19 19 0 

9 0 0 83 65 18 17.~ 1 
11 1 1 80 62 18 16- 2 , 

10 0 2 78 
, 

59 19 18 1 
16 1 2 75 47 28 12 .16 

; 

... ... ... ... '" '" '" • 
17 2 4 75 39 /:; 36 12 24 

8 0 1 82 64 18 17 1 
16 1 3 75 47 28 12. 16 

25 0 0 63 50 13 13 0 
40 4 0 40 

~ 
32 8 4 4 

17 O. 8 67 50 17 17 0 
33 0 5 

@ 
54: 34 20 10 10 

5 0 0 
, 

82 68 14 14 0 
12 1 1 77 49 28 11 17 

" ... ... ... ... ... • ... ... 
18 "2 5 75 46 29 11 18 

13 0 0 80 53 27 20 '{ 

15 1 2 77 51 26 8 18 

• * '" ... • ... '" • 
22 1 1 72 42 30 18 12 

. 7 
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Table 7. Virginia (1981 081'S data) , 
Outcome for offenders by offense, race, sex, and age 

For 100 arrests 
of those eroseeuted 

'Other 
Offense and offender Not pr~ Prose- Dis- Ae- disp~ 

Vtrginia. The Virginia data, (table 7) are 
for illustrative purposes only. The 
State did not provide sufficient records 
to make determinations, and a pro
gr~mming error precluded an examina
tion of sentences in greater detail than 
"not incarcerated" or "incarcerated." characteristics , secuted cuted missed quitted sitlon, 

However, the data presented still 
suggest a pattern: most offenpers 
against children in Virginia are I,)ro
secuted (8Q of every 100 persohS ar
rested), and a majority are convicted' 
(53 of every 100 al'restees). Contrary 
to the pattern observed in four of the 
six reporting states, the majority ()f 
those convicted are incarcerated'( 46 of 
53 p-ersoM co~:-,icted). ''''' 

Table 8 is included,for research Pllr
poses. It reflects \tle number of 0 BTS 
records that are av&ilable from each 
participating State and the number 
extracted and used in the preparation 
of the previous'tables and descriptions. 

Again, a word of caution. The State 
tables cannot be used to make accurate 
inferences about what is occurring 
within a State or in the Nation as a 
whole. Rather, they suggest the need 
for further research to determine 
whether the patterns observed in 
existing OBTS dataare unique to that 
data set alone or whether the observed 
patterns are indicative of State and 
nation8.ipractices in the handling of 
offenders against children. 

Interpre~ the findings 

In interpreting the results,"of this 
study, there a~e several important 
qualifications that must be noted. 

First, 0 BTS uses the offense classi
fication system developed for the 
National Crime Information Center 
(NCIC) of the Federal Bureau of Invest
igation. Under this system, most crime 

)i 

I 

'OCCensc 
Four offense average 

Child victim 20 80 
All victims 

\~ 

16 84 
Kidnapping 

ChUa victim • • 
All victims 36 64 

Sexual assault 
Child victim .. ... 
All victims 8 92 

Other sex offenses 
Child victim 0 '. • 
All victims 12 88 

,Family offenses 
Child victim .. ... 
All victims 19 81 

Offender characteristics 
Race 

White 
Child victim 30 70 
All victims 17 83 

Other 
Child victim .. .. 
All victims 15 85 

Sex 
"Male 

Child victh'll 23 '17 
All victims 16 84, 

Female 
Child victim (I .. ,>Ii 

All victims ; 21 79 
Age 

19 years and under 
Child victim .. .. 
AU victims 18 82 

20, to 24 years 
Child victim .. .. 
All victims 17' 83 

25 to 29 years II 

Child victim .. .. 
Aliyt~tlms 17 83 

30 to 39'years 
Child victim .. .. 
All victims 15 85 

40 Yilai'S and over 
Child, victim .. .. 
All victims " 13 87 ,.-, 

-Insufficient data'to determine. 
a DatA not available on length of sentence to 

incarceratiQn due to pr~~ramJPing error. r, 

Table 8. O,81'S Records availableinparticipat~ States and 
those used'Cor this study. 

,', 
n California New York Ohio t<' 

Offense 
10 

1980 19S1 1980 1981 1980 
, 

Total available 184,620 196,529 103,581 113,600 B ,8,485 
Records for selected offelises "'l) "" 

extracted for bulletin 
Child victim 3,196 3,332 219, 4&9 17 
All villltims , 9,396 10,415 3,985 4,554 47 

c 

Ridriupping ,!' 
186 208 7 23 2 Child victim 

All victims 1,809 1,823 380 123 ell , 
Sexual assault 

Child victim 312 336 87 290 1 
All victims 3,570 3,779 2,831 3;'059 8 

Other sex offenses 
Child victim 1,526 1,48& 3 5 1 
All victims 2,195 2,609 332 384 2 

Family offenses 
" Child' victim 1,172 1,300 122 141 13 

All victims 1,822 2,204 442 988 26 
a 

8 

27 " 0 0 
24 3 ,8 0 

.. .. • 
55 0 0 

• .. .. 
31 0 0 

• .. .. 
14 2 0 

'" 
.. .. 

30 5 0 

40 0 0 
24 3 0 

.. .. ... Q 

22 3 0 

2:1 0 0 
22 3 0 Q , 

" ... .. .. 
30 "4 c 0 " 

0 

" .. , • '* 
32 2 0 

.. .. .. 
20 4 0 

.. .. .. 
18 2 0 

" .. .. >10 ,) 

25 4 0 

.. .. .. 
27 7 0 

0 
II 

.-" 
Penns:£lvnnla 

1981 1980" 1981 
" 

7,18,1 35,995 42,272 

~i 

30 Ii 63 69 
56 1,652 2,128 

3 II 0 
6 178 531 

I, 

1 31 35 
7 1,202 797 

2 7 10 
3 247 757 

24 25 24 
40 25 43 

o 
0 

"(~~ 

Q 

"'01 those convletlld 
I;l Not Total 

Con- inca\'"' Incar-
vic ted cera ted ceratec\a 

53 ? 0 46 
57 18 39 

.. ... ... 
9 0 9 

'" • .. 
61 7 54 

.. • ... 
72 24 

, 
48 

.. ... .. 
46 13 33 

"·'t-

'. 

':aO 0 3Cl 
56 ',' 20 36 

" .. .. • 
60 11 49 

54 8 lr\' 46 
,$9 ' , 18 a 41 

,. Q .. .. 
45 " 17 ~\ 2{lJ. 

0 
ro .. ., 'J) .. 

48 12 36 0 , 
0 .. "" ' . 

D 

" S9 19 < 40' 

• .. .. 
63 ,23 40 ,', . ", .. • 56"'1 161, 40 

.. .. 0- .. 
53 17 3G 

-

0 

Utah Virginia 
1981 1981 '::' 

17,242 311925 

" 
74 15 

487 805 

0 o 0 
63 22 

7 , 1 
238 13 

1 
c, 

4 
73 34C! 

66 d 10 
t13 430 
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cat~g'ories do not specify the minor/ 
adult "'status of the victim. The general 
criine categories in OBTS data col
lected thus far .for Which offenders 
against children can be distinguished 
from offenders against all vi~tims are 
kidnapping, sexual assault, other sexual 
offenses, and ,family Offenses. Thus, 
this bulletin is limited to these offense 
categories. '(iJ 

Within these major groupings are~ 0-

crIme categorie& where the victim can 
only be a minor, e.g. child neglect, 
categories Where thevictilTl can only be 
an adult, e.g. nonpayment of alimony, 
as well as categories that are sub
divided by the status of the, 'Victim, e.g • 
kid [lapping an adult for ransom and kid
napping a minor for ,ransom • 

In ea,ch of the four maJor,crime 
groups addresl'jed here, there IS also a 
residual category f,or ca!;es where the 
status of the victim is not known" as 
well as a few crimes for Which the sta~~ D 

" t\,lS of tile victim is unspecified. In , 
preparlng the dat~ for this r~port, only, 
the numbers reported for those offenses 
that specified a ITIfil6r victim were ag
gregated to provide the total count of 
crim\~sjnvolving minor victims in each 
brQad cWategory. T.herefore, this method 
unaercounts the number of such cases. 

(,. . 

These are the specific crImes in
cluded in each major offense grouping: 

kidnapp~victim age status spech 
fled: kidnapping fOl' L'ans6m, kidnapping 
to sexual assault,and generallddnap- " 
ping; victim age status not specified: 
abduction not fo~ ransoln or sexual,as
sault; ai~plane hijacking, taking hostage;' 
for escape, and mIscelianeol,ls kidnap- " 
ping. ' 

sexual assault-victim. age status not 0 

specifIed: forcible rape, carnal abuse, 
and other miscellaneous sexual assaults; 
sodomy Mcti,rg:,age st,!'-tus specified); i;l 

and sta:tutory"'rape (vietim always a 
minor for this offense). " 

~I,,, 

the offenses coded without the victim's 
age status. If the number of such un" 
known minor victims is large, their 
absence from the total number of cases 
involving known minor victims reported 
here could affect the observed resUlts. 

Second, the definition of a child is 
that adopted by the State providing ,the 
o BTS data.'l'herefore, the maximum 
age at Which a victim may still be con
sidered legally a child may differ 
among the States reported here~ 

,i; 

Third, this bulletin does not el<amine 
the reason(s) fot' any observed diffel~ 
ences in and among the States in the 
processing ohqffenders against chilctr,en 
as compared to offendel,'s generally. It 
simply descripes the cUrrent situation 
as it is known through OBTS data, per
ITIJtting the p~blic and policYl"!;lakers in
sight into what is happening sbould 
alterations in offender processing be 
contemplated. 

Whether the patterns illustrated 
here are attributable to the , 
offender/minor victim relationship, 
differences in the severity of crimes 
against adult victims as opl,)osed to 
crimes against minor victims, or other 
unknown cauSeS cannot be determined 
from these data. ' 

,; The calendar,,¥ear as noted in this ,", 
bulletin refers to the year of disposition 
of the alleged offenlle, ,not the ,year of 
arrest. Disppsit~9n refers to either a 
degision not ta"prosecute or a trial 
c(;\\Jrt finding,not any subsequent ju
di(Sial appeal that m'ay h,ave occurred. 
It also reflects the sentence imposed, 
'hof)the actual Ume that maYt:l1ave been 
served. Finally, tIle data focus on 
felonies eC,rimes for Which the ma~;;' 
mum senten(,;e can be more than a 'year 
in jail,or priSon), ra,ther'Jhan au types 
of crimes. " " ',;" 

usingQBTS data depends on the com
prehensiveness of State submissions and 
the number of States reportirg. 

As a result, readers should view this 
bulletin as an exploratory effort, in
vestigating the pattern of sentencing 
decisions involving offenders against 
child victims identified through avail
able OBTS data. No assumption is 
made that the available OBTS data are 
representative of the State of their 
origin; nor is it assumed that collect· 
tively the data accurately reflect 
national trends or patterns. 

The tables displayed in this bulletin 
array data in accordance with normal 
subdivisions: major offense category 
(and the {lategories summarized); race 
(limited to whl,te,and~other as some 
States code only to'1:111s level); sex; 
and age (using, for consistency, the 
groul? distribution established in the 
first "Tracking Offenders" bulletin). 

The OBI'S p~~m. 1980 was selected 
as the base year for the 0 BTS program 

" since it is the earliest year that OBTS 
data were available from more than 
two States. Also, it will provide the 
opportunity for tren,c:l analysis when , 
data from calendar years 1982 and 1983 
are obtained within the next few 
months. Four States, California, New 
York, Ohio, and Pennsylvania,have 
provided OBTS data for calendar 1980 
and 1981." An additional two States, 
utah and Virginia, have provided 1981 
data. In addition to the States included 
in this bulletin, Minnesota and the 
Virgin Islands 'have agreed to provide 
1982 data, and three States are nqw 
determining if they can 'provide 0 BTS 
data starting with 1983. 

Acc(lSS to OBI'S data. The Bureau of 
~ustice Statistfcs,In cooperation with 
the States and terNtories as well as the 
Regional Justice Inform"ation Services 
(REJIS) in St. Louis, has giv~n re
searchers access to the 1980 and 1981 

~OBTS standards allow the States to OBTS data files through the Criminal 
submit data on the offender (inclUding Justice Archive and Information Net-

other seiuaI o(Censes-vlctiin ager, age, race, sex,.!md ethnic orig-in), the work (CJAIN). When 1982, 10a3, and 
status specified; homosexual act and arrest {including arresting agency, d'ate subsequent OBTS data are submitted, 
incest; victim age status not specified: of arrest, arrest offense, and date and' REJIS will continue the process of 
indecent exposure, voyeurism, and'mls- "'" type of police disposition), prosecutoI' . _" making OBTS data accessible throllgh 
cellaneous sexual offenses; (Qndling a ,_ or grand jury action, court activities'" .. C,JAIN. Resear<:hers may obtain the 
Child; and seduction of an adillt. (COUl't dates, disposition offense. if dif- 1980 and 1981 OBI'S data from CJAIN, 

" , ~ \)<'7 n ferentfrom charge offense, type of ICPSR, P.O. Box 1248, Ann Arbor, MI 
family offenses-neglech of family, ,,' court,'type of ,trial, type of counsel" 48106, telephone 313/763-5010. 
cruelty toward wife, bigamY,nonpay- and final plea), the jUdicial decision , ;;.} 
ment of alimony, nonsup'port oj parent; aM, if convicted, the sentence im- " (f 
cruelty toward child, child neglect, ,," posed. 
contributing \~o the delinquency of a 
minor, 'and miscellaneous family of
Jenses (victim age status not specified). 

Three limitaHl)ns 'imposed by the 
crime classification categories have an 
effect on interpreta~ion of the da,ta. 
There likely exist minor victims among 

Q;, 

However, the standards are flexible" 
allowing the States to submitininimru ' 
data (age of offender, arrest da,te and 
charge, court-disposed of(ense and " 
dat~, judicial decision, and sentencing' 
data). Thus, t~e potential for definitive. 
research into"'<!riminal justice issues 
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Bureau of Justice Statistics reports 
(revised December 1984) 
.' Call toll-free 800-732-327'7 (local 
251-5500) to order BJS reports. to be added 
to one of the BJS mailing lists. or to speak 
to. a reference specialist In statistics at the 
Justice Statistics Clearinghouse. National 
Criminal Justice R~~frence Service, 
Box 6000, RockvllleJ~ MD 20850. Single 
copies of reports are free; Use NCJ number 
to or~er. Postage and handling are charged 
for bulk orders of single reports. For single' 
copies of multiple titles. up to 10 titles are 
free; 11-40 titles $10; more than 40, $20; 
libraries call for special rates. 

Public-use tapes of BJS data sets and 
other criminal justice data are available 
from the Criminal Justice Archive and 
Information Network, P.O. Box 1248, Ann 
Arbor. MI48106 (313-764-5199). 

National Crirr.e Survey 
Criminal victimization In the U.S.: 

1982 (flnai repor!), NCJ-92820, 11/84 
1973-82 trends, NCJ-90541. 9/83 
1981 (final report). NCJ-90208 
1980 (final report). NCJ-84015. 4/83 
1979 (final report), NCJ-76710, 12/81 

BJS special reports: 
The economic cost of crime to Victims, NCJ-

93450,4/84 
Family violence, NCJ-93449, 4/84 

BJS bulletins: 
Criminal victimization 1'983, NCJ-93869. 6/84 
Households touched by crime, 1983. NCJ-

93658,5/84 
Violent crime by strangers. NCJ-80829. 4/82 
Crime and elderly, NCJ-79614. 1/82 
Measuring crime, NCJ-75710, 2/81 

Victimization and fear of crime: World 
perspectives. NCJ-93872, 1/85 

The National Crime Survey: Working papers, 
vol. I: CUrrent and historical perspectives, 
NCJ-75374.8/82 
vol. Ii: Methblogical studies. NCJ-90307, 12/84 

Crime against the elderly In 26 ciUes. 
NCJ.76706. 1/82 

The Hispanic victim, NCJ-69261. 11/81 
Issues In the measurement of crime. 

NCJ-74682,10/81 
Criminal Victimization of California residents, 

1974-77, NCJ.70944,6/81 
Restitution to victims of personal and household 

crimes, NCJ-72770.5/81 {> 

Criminal victimization of New York State 
residents, 1974-77, NCJ-66481. 9/80 

The cost of negligence: Losses from preventable 
household burglaries, NCJ-53527, 12/19 

Rape victimization In 26 American cities, 
NCJ.55878, 8/79 

Criminal victimization In urban schools, 
NCJ-56396, 8/79 

Crime against persons In urban, suburban, and 
rural areas, NCJ-53551, 7/79 

An Introduction to the National Crime Survey, 
NCJ-43732. 4/78 

Bureau of Justice Statistics " 
Bulletins are prepared by the BJS 
staff. Carol B. Kalish, chief of datil' 
analysis, edits the bulletins. 
Marilyn Ma.rbrook, publications unit 
chief, administers their production, 
assisted by Millie J. Baldea and 
Joyce M_ Stanford. This bulletin 
was written by Donald A. Manson 
and edi ted by Jeffrey L. Sedgwick, 
deputy director for data analysis. 

December 1984, NCJ-95785 

,~l @ 

Local victim surveys: A review of the Issues, -
NCJ-39973, 8(17 

Corrections 
BJS bUlletins and special reports: 

SentencIng Practices In 13 States, NCJ.95399. 
10/84 

Prison admissions and releases 1981, 
NCJ-95043, 9/84 

Capital punishment 1983, NCJ.93925, 7/84 
Time served In prison, NCJ-93924, 6/84 
Prisoners In 1983, NCJ.85861, 12/82 

Prisoners In State and Federal Institutions on 
Dec. 31, 1982 (final). NCJ-93311. '12/84 
Dec. 31, 1981 (final), NCJ.86485, 7/83 

Capital punishment 1982 (final), NCJ.95133. 
11/B4 

Capital punishment 1981 (final). NCJ-86484, 
5/83 

1979 surveyoflnmates of Stale correctional facilities 
and 1979 census of Stale correctional facilities: 
BJS special reporls: 

Career patterns In crime, NCJ-88672, 6/83 
BJS bulletins: 

Prisoners and drugs, NCJ-87575. 3/83 
Prisoners and alcohol. NCJ-86223, 1/83 
Prisons and prisoners. NCJ-80697, 2/82 
Veterans In prison, NCJ-79232. 11/81 

Census of jaifs and survey of ja/l inmates: 
The 1983 jail census (BJS bulletin). NCJ.95536. 

11/84 
Jail Inmates 1982 (BJS bulletin). NCJ-87161, 2/83 
Census of jails, 1978: Data for Individual jails. 

vols. !-IV, Northeast, North Central. South, West, 
NCJ-72279-72282, 12/81 . 

Profile of jail inmates, 1978. NCJ-65412. 2/81 
Census of Jails and survey of jail Inmates, 1978, 

preliminary report. NCJ-55172, 5/79 

Parole and probation 
BJS bulletins: 

Probation and parole 1983, NCJ-94776. 
9/84 ' 

Setting prison terms. NCJ-76218, 8/83 
Characteristics of persons entering parole 

during 19'/'8 and 1979, NCJ-87243. 5/83 
Characteristics of the parole population, 1978. 

NCJ-66479, 4/81 
Parole in the U.S., 1979, NCJ-69562. 3/81 

Courts 
BJS bulletin: 

Case filings In State courts 1983, NCJ.951il. 
10/84 

BJS special reports: 
Criminal defense systems: A.natlona! 

survey, NCJ-94630. 8/84 
Habeas corpus, NCJ-92949. 3/84 
Case filings in State courts 1983. 

NCJ'95111, 10/84 
State court case/oad statisth:s, 1977 and 

1981, NCJ-87587. 2/83 

The prosecution of felony arrests, 1979, NCJ-
86482.5/84 

State court organization 1980, NCJ-76711, 7/82 
State court model statistical dictionary, 

NCJ-62320, 9/80 
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A cross-city comparison of felony case 
processing, NGJ-5q,171, 7/79 

Federal criminal sentencing; Perspectives of 
analysis and a design for research. NCJ-33683, 
10/78 

Variations in Federal criminal sentences, 
NCJ-33684, 10/18·' . 

Predicting sentences In Federal courts: The 
feasibility of a national sentencing polley. 
NCJ-33686. 10/78 " 

State and local prosecution arid civil attorney 
systems, NCJ-41334, 7/78 

Expenditure and employment 
Justice expenditure and employment In the I'j' 

U.S., 1971-79, NCJ-92596 11/84 
Justice expenditure and employment in the 

U,S., 1979 (final report). NCJ-87242, 12/83 

Privacy and security" 
Computer crime: 

Electronic fund transfer and crime, 
NCJ-92650. 2/84 

Computer security techniques, 
NCJ-84049, 9/82 

Electronic fund transfer systems and crime, 
NCJ-83736. 9/82 

Legislative resource manual, NCJ-78890, 9/81 
Expert witness manual, NCJ-77927. 9/81 . 
Crimlnaljuslic;e resource manual. NCJ~61S50, 

12/79 

Privacy and security of criminal history 
information: . 

A gu!de to research and statistical use, 
NCJ-69790. 5/81 

A guide to dissemination, NCJ-4oooo. 1/79 
CompendJum of State legislation: 

NCJ-489'81. 7/78 
1981 SUpplement, NCJ-ZB652. 3/82 

Criminal )I.lstice Information policy: 
Victim/witness legislatiOn: An o,,!.erview, 

NCJ-94263, 12/84 .~ ,., 
Information policy and crime control strategies 

(SEARCH/BJS conference). NCJ-93926, 
10/84 

Research access to criminal Justice data, 
NCJ-84154. 2/83 

Privacy and juvenile Justice records, 
NCJ-84152.1/83 

Survey of State laws (BJS bulletin), 
NCJ-80836. 6/82 

Privacy and the private employer, 
Nq~-79651,11/81 

General 
BJS bullelins: 

Bank robbery: F',ederal offenses and 
offenders, NCJ-94630,8/B4 

Federal drug law violators, NCJ-92692 
2/84 

The severity of crime, NOJ-92326, 1/84 
The American response to crime: An overview 

of criminal Justice systems, NCJ.91936. 12/83 
Tracking offenders, NCJ-9 t 572, 11/8.3 
Victim and witness assistance: New State 

laws and tho system's response, NCJ-87934, 
5/83 

Federal Justice statistics, NCJ-S0814. 3/82 
BJS telephone contacts, NCJ-95505, 10/84 
How to gain access to BJS data (brOChure), 

BC-000022. 9/84 
Sourcebook of Criminal Justice Statistics, 1983. 

NCJ-91534,10/84 
Information policy and crime cQptrol 

strategies, NCJ-9392S, 10/84' 
Proceedings of the 2nd workshop On law and 

Justlce statistics, 1984, NCJ-9331O.8/84 
Report to the nation on crime and Justice: 

The data, NCJ-87068. 10/83 
Dictionary of criminal Justice data terminology: 

2nd ad .• NCJ.-76939, 2/82 
Technical standards for machine-readable data 

supplied to BJS, NCJ-75318, 6/61 
Jusllce agencies In the U.S., 1980, NCJ-65560, 

1/81 
A style' manual for machine-readable data, 

NCJ-62766. 9/80 (] 
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Special Reports IJ· 'I 
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State court caseload statistics, 
1971-81 

Feb. 1983, NCJ-8'1587 
Criminal victimization in the 
U.S., 1973-82 trends 

Sept. 1983, NCJ-90541 
"Career patterns in crime 

June 1983, NCJ-88672 
Electronic fund transfer and crime 

Feb. 1984, NCJ-92650 
Habeas corpus: Federal reView 
of State prisoner petitions 

, March 1084, NCJ-92948 
Family violence 

April 1984, NCJ-93449 
The economic cost of crime 

April 1984, NGJ-93450 
Time served in prison, 

June 1984, NCJ-93924 
Criminal defense systems: 
A national survey 

Aug. 1964, NCJ-94630 
Prison admissions and'releases, 1981 

Sept. 1984, NCJ-95043 
Sehtencing practices in 13 States 

Oct. 1984, NCJ-95399 
Returning to prison 

Nov. 1984" NCJ-95700 

ll1reau of Justice Statistics Bulletins 

Measuring crim e 
Feb. 1981, NCJ-75710 

The prevalence of crime .. 
April 1981, NCJ-75905 

Prisoner's in 1980 ., 
May 1981, NCJ-76803 

Capital punishment 1980 
July 1981, NCJ-77750 

Prisoners at midyear 1981 
Sept. 1981, NCJ-78756 

Veterans in prison 
Oct. 1981, NCJ-79232 

Crime and the elderly 
Nov. 1981, NCJ-79614 

Victims of crime 
Dec. 1981, NCJ-79615 

Prisons and prisoners 
Jan. 1982, NCJ-80697 

Federal justice statistics 
March 1982, NCJ-80814 

Violent crime by strangers 
April 1982, NCJ-80829 

Prisoners in 1981 
May 1982, NCJ-82262 

Criminal justice information polici~,s" 
June 1982, NCJ-80836 o 
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Death-row prisoners 1981 
July 1982, NCtJ-83191 

Probation and parole 1981 
Aug. 1982, NCJ-83647 

Households touched by crime 1981 
Sept. 1982, NCJ-84406 

Prisoners at mio:,Yeal' 1982 
Oct./Nov. 1982, NCJ-84875 

Prisoners 1926-81 
Dec. 1982, NCJ-85861 

Prisoners and alcohol 
Jan. 1983, NCJ-86223 

Jail inmates 1982 
Feb. 1983, NGJ-87161 

Prisoners and drugs 
March 1983, NCJ-87575 

Prisoners in 1982 
April 1983, NCJ-87933 

Victim and witness assistanqe: 
New State laws and the s:~~stem's 
Response " ,): 

May 1983, NC.J-87934 
Households touched by crime 1982 

June 1983, NCJ-86671 
Capital punishment 19~2 

July 1983, NCJ-89395 
Setting prison terms 

Aug. 1983, NCJ-76218 
Probation and parole 1982 

Sept. 1983, NCJ-89874 
Prisoners at midyear 1983 

Oct. 1983, NCJ-91034 
Tracking offenders 

Nov. 1983, NCJ-91572 
The American response to crime: 
An overview of criminal 
justice systems 

Dec. 1983, NCJ-91936 
The severity of crime 

Jan. 1984, NCJ-92326 
Federal drug law violators 

F.eb. 1984, NCJ-92692 
Prisoners in 1983 

" April 1984, NCJ',,92949 
Households touched by crime, 1983 

May 1984, NCJ-93658 
Criininal victimization, 1983 

June 1984, NCJ-93869 
Capital punishment 1983 

July 1984, NCJ-939'25 
Bank robbery: Federal 
offenses and offenders 

August 1984, NCJ-94463 
Probation and parole 1983 " 

Sept. 1984, NCJ-94776 
Case filings in State courts, 1983 

Oct. 1984, NCJ-95111 
The 1983 jail census 

Nov. 1984, NCJ-95536 
Trackingcoff enders: The child victim 

Dec •. 1984, NCJ-95785 
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To be added to any BJS mailing list, copy or cut out this page, fill it,in 
and mail it to: 

National Criminal Justice Reference Service 
User Services Dept. 2 
Box 6000 a 

Rockville, MD "20850 " . :.) 

If the name. and address o~ the mailing l~bel below are correct, check 
hereD and don't fill therif'in again •. If your address does not show your 
organizational affiliation (or interest" in criminal jljstice) please put it here: . 

If your name and address are ,~ot on the label, please fill them in: 
...... c. 

Name: 

Title: 

Organization: 

Street or box: 

City, State, Zip: 

Telephone: ( ) o 

Interest in criminal justice: 

Please put me on the mailing list(s) for: 

o All BJS reports-30 to 40 reports a year, including bulletins and. special' reports 

o BJS Bulletins and Special Reports-timely reports of the most 
current justic~ data 

o Courts reports-State court case load surveys, model annual State 
reports, State court organization surveys 

o ~?l'rect.ions reportsr-results. of samplt"'su,,~oys an? censuses of 
Jails, prisons, parole, proba hon, and other corrections. da ta . a 

o National Crime Survey reports-the Nation's only regular national 
survey of crime victims 

o Sourcebook of Criminal Justice Statistics (annual)--broad-based 
data from 153 sources (433 tables, 103 figures, index) 
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