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lBTR_ODUCTION ---

Each year the Department of Correctional 
provides information 

Services (DOCS) 
about the New Y k St ' or ate ~nmate popUlation. 

This report presents d 
escriptive data on a variety of attributes 

describing the ch aracteristics o~ offe -
~ naers admitted to DOCS 

custody as court 't 
comm~ ments in calendar year 1983. 

A variety of legal variables ( 
e.g. commitment offense or 

prior criminal record) and extra 
legal variables (e.g. age or 

ethnicity) are examined for each 
inmate in this study. In 

information is presented in addition, 
oraer to compare the 

characteristics of the 19 
83 commitments with the inmate 

aggregate 

commitments of previous years. 

This report is based on data files developed and 

maintainea by the Department's Division of Proaram 
Planning, 

Research and Evaluation, • 
and the Division of Management 

Information Services. 
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1. There were 14,855 total admissions to the DOCS in calendar 
year 1983. Of these, 12,537, eighty-four percent (84%) were 
new court commitments. 

2. Sixty-three percent (63%) of the new court commitments were 
convicted of legislatively mandated nviolent felony 
offenses. n These included crimes such as Robbery 1st and 
Robbery 2n9, thirty-two percent (32%), Murder, Attempted 
Murder and Manslaughter l~, seven percent (7%), Burglary 1E£ 
and Burglary 2nd, eleven percent (11%), and, Dangerous 
Weapons, six percent (6%). 

3. Thirteen percent (13%) of the new court commitments were 
convicted of drug related offenses while only two percent 
(2%) were convicted as Youthful Of tenders. 

4. Forty-three percent (43%) of the new court commitments were 
sentenced as second felony offenders. 

5. Ninety-six percent (96%) of the new court commitments were 
males. 

6. The age range for the new court commitments was as follows: 

16-20 = 23% 
21-24 = 24% 

25-29 = 22% 
30-39 = 19% 

40 and over = 12% 

7,. Blacks comprised fifty-two p~~rcent (52%) of the new court 
commitments while twenty-six percent (26%) were white and 
twenty-two percent (22%) were of Puerto Rican birth or 
parentage. 

8. Twenty-one percent (21%) of the new court commitments had 
only attended grades K-6 while another forty-eight percent 
(48%) had been to at least grade seven but had not completed 
high school. Twenty-seven percent (27%) of the group were 
high school graduates while thre~ percent (3%) had some post 
high school education (i.e. college or technical school.) 

9. Twenty-two percent (22%) of the new court commitments wc:re 
either unemployed or had listed no occupation upon commitment 
while nine percent (9%) held managerial, professional or 
semi-professional jobs. Thj,rty-one percent (31%) were 
skilled workers such as clerical workers, sales workers, 
craftsmen, ope,rators, and drivers. The rernainin] 
thirty-eight percent (38%) of these inmates were reported to 
be service workers or laborers. . 

10. Fifty-six percent (56%) of the new court commitments had 
never been married, another nineteen percent (19%) were 
involved in common-law marriages, while sixteen percent (16%) 
were legally married. Four percent (4%) were divorced and 
another five percent (5%) were widowed or separated. 
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11. mtlhhee five H.Y.C. c0l:1nties accounted fo-r seventy one (71%) of 
ne\-l court comITl~tments An th t 

committed from the four s~burb~n ~r y welve pe7'cent ~12%} were 
seventeen percent (179-) w .•..• c. Count~es wh~le 
upstate counties. ... ere comm~tted from the remaining 

12. Twenty-one percent (21%) of th 
prior adult conviction sev e new court commitments had no 
convict~ons which did ~ot r:~~~~n.perce~t (17%) had prior 
incarcerated. Thirt -fou ~n the~r b:~ng . 
convictions which re~ulte~ l~rfentl (~4%) haa exper~enced 
twenty- . ht oca Ja~l terms While 
prison ~~ims.percent (28%) had prior convictions which led to 

13. The mecuan minimum sentence for 
months. new Court commitments was 24 

14. The median maximum sentence for 
months. new cour t commitments was 60 

15. ::~~~~~dP~~~~~~a~I~n%) of the new court commitments Who 
use of illegal drugs. about substance abuse admitted to the 

16. Sixty-':our per . '64} 
born i~ New YO~~n~t~te % f <?~t the new court commitments were 
the other states twel~e ~~ eentpercent (15%) were born in 
nine percent (9%)" :1:- ~ercen (l~%) in Puerto Rico, and - ~n ore~gn countr~es. 

;.. ~ 
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TOTAL ADHISSIONS DURING 1983 

Retl;.rned Parole 
Violators 

11% 

5% 

o 
'I • , • I 

New Court Commitrne.'nts 
84% . 

TOTAL ADEISSIOl~S 

New Court Commitments 
Returned Parole Violators 

, . ' 

Return of Persons Transferred to 
Depart.'rlent of Henta1 Hygiene 

Returned Escapees and Absconders 
From Temporary Release 

Returned by Affirmation of Sentence 

~/Less than one percent. 

Number --
14,855 

12,537 
1,653 

487 

128 
50 
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TOTllL ADMISSIONS 

There are numerous sets rf circumstances under which a 
convicted felon can be admitted to the custody of the Department 
of Correct~onal Services. In 1983 the majority of the 14,855 
admissions weL'e persons newly convicted of felonies by New York 
state courts. This group constituted 84% (12,537) of the total 
admissions. Of this group, 2,081 were also under parole 
supervision at the time of this new convict~on while e~ght were 
classified as absconders from temporary release at the time of 
the new conviction. It is the characteristics of this group of 
12,537 inmates which is examined in further detail in the body of 
this report. 

In addit~on to the new court commitments rece~ved in 
1983, the Department admitted 1,653 inmates who had violated the 
terms of their parole or condit~onal release. Tlns constituted 
an additional 12% of the total admissions. There were also 487 
inmates transferred back into the Department from the New York 
Central Psychiatric Center after receiving services provided by 
the Department of Hental Hygiene. An addit~onal 128 inmates were 
returned after esc~ping from Department facilities or absconding 
from temporary release programs. Fifty inmates were returned by 
the courts with reaffir'mations of sentence. 
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FIGURE II 

COMMITMENT OFFENSE TYPE 
1983 COMMITMENTS 

Youthful Offenders - 2% 

Drug Offenders 
13% 

Property Offenders 
18% 

TOTAL 

50 

Violent Felony Offenders 
Other Coercive Offenders 
Property Of tenders 
Drug Offenders 
Youthful Offenders 

Nwnber 

12,537 

7,925 
481 

2,226 
1,625 

280 

Percent 

100% 

63% 
4% 

18% 
13% 

2% 

" 

25 
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COl'lHITHENT OFFENSE TYPE 

In 1978 the New York state; Legislature enacted new laws 
designe6 to provide more severe penalties for certain violent 
felonies. Thus the legislature designated certain crimes as 
"violent felony offensE.!s". In this description of the 1983 new 
court commitment population the violent felony of tenses \'lere 
grouped together ana treated as a separate category. Offenses 
not designated as violent felony crimes were broken into two 
other general groupings, offenses that involved some element of 
violence or coercion and offenses that involved theft of property 
or use of drugs. Youthful offenders were also treated as a 
separ·ate group. Al though the legislature did not identify l-lurc1er 
as a designated "violent felony offense" (primarily because the 
existing penalties for murder crimes were already quite severe) 
this analysis has included Nurder in the violent felony offense 
grouping because of its inherently violent nature. Thus,there 
are fifteen crime categories that come under the heading of 
violent felony offenses (VFO) ranging from l'lurder to Burglary 2nd 
to the Possession of Dangerous Weapons. This VFO crime category 
(N=7,925) accounted for 63% of the offenses for which new court 
commi trrtents were incarcerated. The crimes of Robbery 1st and 2nd 
accounted for 51% (N=4,055) of the VFO offenses as well as 32% of 
all of the offenses, thus making those crimes the most frequently 
occurring offenses. 

There are six crimes that are cataloged under the "other 
coercive" crime category. These are offenses which are less 
serious degrees of some of the VFO crimes. They include Robbery 
3rdi Assault 2ndi Rape 2nd and Rape 3rdi Manslaughter 2nd; and 
Criminally Negligent Homicide. Together these crimes account for 
approximately 4% of the total offenses attributed to new 
commi tments. 

A third group of crimes come under the heading of 
property offenses. They include Burglary 3rd, Grand Larceny, 
Forgery, Stol en Property, and All Other Felony crJ.mes,. As a 
group these property offenses constitute 18% of all new 
commitments in 1983. Drug related offenses are broken out as a 
separate crime category and these o;efenses account tor 13% of the 
total of inmate offenses. The final category of of tenses include 
Youthful Offenses and they made up 2% of the total crimes 
committed by new commitmen~s. 

The volume of comm~tments has increased annually over the 
1978-1983 period. This incr'ease has been most pronounced among 
VFO commitments which rose by 136% over the six-year period. 
Commi tments for other offenses involving violence or coercion 
dropped, down 44%, apparently reflecting the restrict~ons in plea 
bargaining for VFO crimes. Property and drug crimes rose by' 
48%. In this group, comm~tment'"' for Cirug crimes rose by 92% and 
Forgery by 121% while Burglary 3rd dropped by 2%. The Burglary 
3rd decline appears to be related to the plea bargain~ng 
restrictions of the VFO law. 

---------
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TABLE 1 ----

NUMBER OF COURT COMMITMENTS 
TO DOCS BY OFFENSE TYPE 

1978-1983 

-- '--------
_=======-Year of Commitment---------~ommitment Off~~ 

TOTAL 
1978 _197~ 1980 ~981 1982-----1983-

A. Violent Felony 
Offenses 

B. 

1) 

2) 

Murder 
Attempted Murder 
Manslaughter 1st 
Rape 1st 
Robbery 1st 
Robbery 2nd 
Assault 1st 
Assaul t. 2nd 
Burglary 1st 
Burglary 2nd 
Arson 2nd 
Sodomy 1st 
Sexual Abuse 1st 
Dangerous Weapons 
Kidnapping 

Other Felonies 

Offenses with 
Violence/Coercion 

Manslaughter 2nd 
CriIh. Neg. Hom. 
Rape 2nd & 3rd 
Robbery 3rd 
Att. Assault 2nd 

Property/Drug and 

7,232 

3,362 

173 
58 

301 
183 
851 
893 
130 
159 
22 

148 
14 
47 
57 

304 
22 

3,453 

852 

135 
25 
30 

591 
71 

Other Offenses 2,601 

Burglary 3rd 1,008 
Grand Larceny 277 
Forgery 90 
Drugs 846 
All Other Felonies 243 
Stolen Property 137 

C. Youthful Offenders 417 

7,594 7,959 

4,126 4,550 

199 273 
63 66 

339 353 
216 230 
991 1,148 

1,167 1,207 
166 145 
186 172 

35 38 
213 300 

46 50 
76 61 
64 68 

346 422 
19 17 

3,091 3,100 

564 446 

114 86 
27 23 
12 9 

355 282 
55 46 

2,527 2,654 

951 1,078 
218 253 
III 109 
880 886 
223 202 
144 126 

377 309 

---- ---
10,311 10,403 12,537 

6,236 6,615 7,925 

299 390 336 
125 117 146 
448 392 389 
204 220 241 1,794 1,870 2,212 

1,620 1,508 1,843 200 168 187 
176 174 171 74 94 179 
459 857 1,238 
50 64 59 
97 83 75 
76 69 98 

594 587 718 
20 22 34 

3,758 3,523 4,332 

439 377 481 

76 71 75 
24 27 23 
13 18 17 

270 198 314 
56 63 52 

3,319 3,146 3,851 

1,359 955 983 
334 312 419 
128 164 199 

1,037 1,243 1,625 
241 247 307 
220 225 318 

~17 265 280 -----_. 
--------------~----:----I,----____ ------- . 

,. 
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1'ABLE 2 

PERCENT OF COMMITMENTS 
BY OFFENSE TYPE 

1978-1983 

Year of Commitment 
Commitment Offense 1978 1979- 1980 1981 1982 -1983 ---
TOTAL 7,232 7,594 7,959 10,311 10,403 12,537 

A. Violent Felony 
Offenses 46.4% 54.3% 57.2% 60.5% 63.6% 63.2% 

Murder 2.4% 2.6% 3.4% 2.9% 3.7% 2.7% 
Attempted Murder .8% .8% .8% 1.2% 1.1% 1.2% 
Manslaughter 1st 4.2% 4.5% 4.4% 4.3% 3.8% 3.1% 
Rape 1st 2.5% 2.8% 2.9% 2.0% 2.1% 1.9% 
Robbery 1st 11.8% 13.0% 14. ,~% 17.4% 18.0% 17.6% 
Robbery 2nd 12.4% 15.4% 15.2\\ 15.7% 14.5% 14.7% 
Assault 1st 1.8% 2.2% 1.8% 1.9% 1.6% 1.5% 
Assault 2nd 2.2% 2.4% 2.2% 1. 7% 1. 7% 1.4% 
Burglary 1st .3% .5% .4% .7% .9% 1.4% 
Burglary 2nd 2.0% 2.8% 3.8% 4.5% 8.2% 9.9% 
Arson 2nd .2% .6% .6% .5% .6% .• 5% 
Sodomy 1st • 6% 1.0% .8% 1.0% .8% .6% 
Sexual Abuse 1st .8% .8% .9% .7% .7% .7% 
Dangerous Weapons 4.2% 4.6% 5.3% 5.8% 5.6% 5.7% 
Kidnapping .3% .3% .2% .2% .2% .3% 

B. Other Felonies 47.7% 40.7% 3J.9% 36.4% 33.9% 34.5% 

1) Offenses with 
Violence/Coercion 11.8% 7.4% 5.6% 4.3% 3.6% 3.8% 

Manslaughter 2nd 1.9% 1.5% 1.1% .7% .7% .6% 
Crim. Neg. Hom. .3% .3% .3% .2% .2% .2% 
Rape 2nd & 3rd .4% .. ~, 2% .1% .1% .2% .1% ~ ,~. 

Robbery 3rd 8.2% - 4.7% 3.5% 2.6% 1.9% 2.5% 
Att. Assault 2nd 1.0% .7% .6% .6% .6% .4% 

2) Property/Drug and 
Other Offenses 35.9% 33.3% 33.3% 32.1% 30.3% 30.7% 

Burglar:-?, 3rd 13.9% 12.5% 13.5% 13.2% 9.2% 7.8% 
Grand Larceny 3.8% 2.9% 3.2% 3.2% 3.0% 3.3% 
Forgery 1.2%· 1.5% 1.4% 1.2% 1.6% 1.6% 
Drugs 11.7% 11.6% 11.1% 10.1% 11.9% 13.0% 
All Other Felonies 3.4% 2.9% 2.5% 2.3% 2.4% 2.4% 
stolen Property 1.9% 1.9% 1.6% 2.1% 2.2% 2.6% 

C. Youthful Offenders 5.8% 5.0% 3.9% 3.1% 2.6% 2.3% 
--- -------------

, 

I 
I 
, 
~ , I 
I 
I 
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TABLE 3 

GENDER BY YEAR 1978-1983 
FOR DOCS COMMITMENTS 

------ Year of -Commi trnel!..t ___________ 

Gender 1978 _1979_ 1980 1981 1982 _198..L ----
Male 6,973 7,315 7,675 9,906 10,026 12,099 

(96.4%) (96.3%) (96.4%) (96.1%) (96.4%) (96.5%) 

Female 259 279 284 405 377 438 
(3.6%) (3.7%) (3.6%) (3.9%) (3.6% ) (3.5% ) 

TOTAL 7,232 7,594 7,959 10,311 10,403 12,537 
(100%) (100%) (lOOt) (100%) (100%) (100%) 

In 1983, 96.5% (N=12,099) of the new court commitments 
were males and 3.5% '(N=438) were females. The proportion of males 
to females has been fairly consis'tent since 1978. 

Since gender is an important variable in criminal justice 
research the characteristics of men and women on a number of 
demographic and legal variables will be examined in the follow~ng 
sections of this report • 

TABLE 4 

GENDER BY CRIME GROUP FOR 
1983 COMMITMENTS 

Gender 
CrJ.me .-Group Male Female 

!Lumber Percent Number ,£>ercent 

VFO 7,709 64% 219 50% 
Other VFO 458 4% 23 5% 
Property 2,106 17% 121 28% 
Drugs 1,557 13% 67 15% 
Y.O. 269 2% 8 2% 

12,099 100% 43'S Iml% 

Table 5 shows that the proportion of 'women who were 
convicted of violent felony offenses was lower than it was for men, 
while the proportion of women convicted of property offenses was 
larger than that for men. This finding was consistent w~th those 
found by Simon (1975) and Steffensmeier ,(1980) in their research on 
women in crime, and may be a factor responsible for variations in 
sentence len,gths that are apparent in the data presented el~ewhere, 
as less violent offenders receive less severe sentences. W~chin 
individual crime categories there was also considerable variation 
between male and female commitments. Among women the Manslaughter 
crimes accounted for a much larger proportion than among males 
along with the crimes of Larceny, Forgery and Drugs. Amor:g. ~ales 
the crimes of Robbery, Burglary and Dangerous Weapons cla~mea a 
notably higher proportion than among females. 

-,._ ........ 
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TABLE 5 

CRH'lE TYPE BY GENDER FOR 
1983 COHHITlvlENTS 

Commitment Offense 

TOTAL 

A. Violent Felony 
Offenses 

Hur aer 
Attempted Muraer 
Nanslaughter 1st 
Rape 1st 
Robbery 1st 
Robbery 2nd 
Assault 1st 
Assault 2nd 
Burg-lary 1st 
Burglary 2no 
Arson 2nd 
Sodomy 1st 
Sexual Abuse 1st 
Dangerous Weapons 
Kidnapping 

B. Other Felonies 

1) Oiienses with 
Violence/Coercion 

Hanslaughter 2nd 
Crim. Neg. Hom. 
Rape 2nd & 3rd 
Robbery 3rd 
Att. Assault 2nd 

2) Property/Drug and 
Other Offenses 

Burglary 3rd 
Grand Larceny 
Forgery 
Drugs 
All Other Felonies 
Stolen Property 

C. Youthful Oifenders 

~Does not add to 100% 

~.-,,~.----

Hale 
Number Percent 

12,099 

7,706 

329 
141 
353 
239 

2,154 
1,792 

178 
163 
170 

1,220 
52 
75 
98 

709 
33 

4,121 

458 

63 
,2'2 
17 

308 
48 

3,663 

975 
382 
149 

1,557 
296 
304 

272 

100.0% 

63.7% 

2.8% 
1.2% 
2.9% 
1.9% 

17.8% 
14.8% 

1.5% 
1.3% 
1.4% 

10.1% 
.4% 
•. 6% 
.8% 

5.9% 
.3% 

34.0% 

3.7% 

.5% 

.2% 

.1% 
2.5% 

.4% 

30.3% 

8.1% 
3.2% 
1.2% 

12.9% 
2.4% 
2.5% 

2.3% 

Female 
Number Percent 

438 

219 

7 
5 

36 
2 

58 
51 

9 
8 
8 

18 
7 
a 
o 
9 
1 

211 

23 

12 
1 
o 
6 
4 

188 

8 
37 
50 
67 
12 
14 

8 

100.0% 

50.0% 

1.6% 
1.1% 
8.2% 

.5% 
13.2% 
11.6% 

2.1% 
1.8% 
1.8% 
4.1% 
1.6% 

2.1% 
.2% 

48.2% 

5.2% 

1.4% 
.9% 

42.9% 

1.8% 
8.4% 

11.4% 
15.3% 

2.7% 
3.2% 

1.8%~/ I , 

.~ 
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!'lGURE III 

l-lINIHUN SENTENCES OF 1983 COltllUTf.iENTS 

Nonths and Over 
12% 

4 8-71 ~lonths 
12~ 

o 

12-17 l-lonths 
17% 

7:\t_ 36-47 lo!onths 
12% 

18-23 Nonths 
20% 

"-\ 
55 

TOTh-L 

12-17 l-lonths 
18-23 Honths 
24-35 Nonths 
36-47 Nonths 
48-71 1>10n ths 

24-35 Nonths 
27%. 

I. I. t 

72 l-lonths and Over 

12,504~/ 

2,186 
2,504 
3,390 
1,516 
1,402 
1,506 

100% 

17% 
20% 
27% 
12% 
12% 
12% 

-------------------,-----------------------------
~/Information on minimum sentence was missing 

for 33 cases. 
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FIGUHE IV 

I1AXHlUl>1 SENTENCE 
19 83 CO~l~aTr·.'!.ENTS 

l10nths and 
12% 

72-95 Honths 
16% 

TOTAL 

Life: 
6% 

36 Honths 
37-53 Honths 
54-71 Months 
72-95 Honths 
96-143 llonths 

o 

36 l-!onths 
23% 

54-71 Honths 
15% 

144 Honths and Over 
Life 

12,537 

2,889 
1,900 
1,883 
2,212 
1,352 
1,547 

754 

100% 

23/6 
1:J% 

.;15% 
18% 
11% 
12% 

6% 

--------------_. 

I 
~! 
~ 
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SENTENCING 

MINIMUM SENTENCES 

The minimum and maximum sentence lengths that are 
analyzed in this section represent those sanctions imposed on 
inmates for crimes which led to their present incarceration. The 
mean minimum sentence for new court commitments in 1983 was 39.5 
months and the median minimum sentence was 24 months. As shown 
in Table 6, in 1979 the modal category for minimum sentence 
length was 18 to 23 months. From 1980 through 1983 that modal 
category shifted upward to 24 to 35 months; yet over time the 
rest of the minimum sentence groupings ranging from 24 to 240 
plus months remained stable. The switch in modal groupings was 
due to an increase in the 12-11 months group and on a concomitant 
decrease in the 18-23 months group. 

These changes may be the result of statutes enacted in 
1978 and 1980 by the Legislature when they restored to sentencing 
judges the responsibility to fix the minimum term of imprisonment 
for all defendants committed to state prison. However, these 
legislative changes restricted the discretion of the sentencing 
judge regarding the length of the minimum period of 
imprisonment. For first felony offenders committed for 
Class B or Class C violent felony offenses the minimum sentence 
had to be set at one-third the maximum. For other first felony 
offenders (not including Class A felony offenders) the minimum 
period of imprisonment had to be at least one year but could not 
exceed one-third the maximum term. In a separate report!/ the 
Department noted that persons receiving an unspecified minimum 
term were more heavily concentrated among inmates with relatively 
short maximum sentences (e.g. 8 years or less). Consp.quently, a 
high proportion of those cases with relatively short maximum 
terms were affected by the legislation requiring judges to set 
the minimum sentence. It was also noted that the Board of Parole 
tended to set the Minimum Period ~f Imprisonment at a figure that 
was somewhat longer than ~ne-third of the maximum sentence. Thus 
·the increase in the percent of commitments with a minimum term of 
12-17 months occurred in part because judges were now required to 
fix the minimum period of imprisonment for all commitments y~t 
they could not set a minimum term (for first felony offender) 
that exceeded one-third of the maximum term. For those first 
felony offenders with maximum terms of 8 years or less judges 
were setting minimum terms (in accordance with new legislation) 
that were lower than the minimum period of imprisonment that was 
set by the Board of Parole. These factors accounted in some part 
for the increase in the percent of commitments in the 12-17 
months category between 1978 and 1982, and may well be 
r~sponsibie for the continuation of this trend in 1983. 

A/"Violent Felony Commitment to the Department of 
Corre~tional Services 1976-1981" New York State Department of 
Correctional Services, State Campus, Albany, N.Y. 
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TABLE 6 

MINIMUM SENTENCE BY YEAR 1978-1983 

Year of Commitment 

Minimum Sentence 1978 1979 19.80 1981 

Months 645 745 1,001 2,078 
12-17 

(9~) (10~) (13~) (20~) 

, 
2,182 

18-23 Months 2,105 2,323 ~, 179 
(29~) (31~) {27~) (21~) 

Months 2,147 2,120 2,233 2,722 
24-35 

(30~) (28~) (28~) (26~) 

Months 908 922 931 1 ,134 
36-47 

(13~ ) (12~ ) ( 12%) (1 a) 

48-71 Months 672 651 729 976 
(9~) (9%) (9%) (9%) 

424 466 474 692 
72-119 Months 

(6~) (7~) (6~) (6~) 

97 101 88 173 
120-179 Months 

(l~ ) (1% ) (1% ) (2") 

100 119 136 147 
180-239 Months 

( 1%) (2%) (2~) (1% ) 

124 139 184 207 
240 - Plus 

(2~ ) (2~) (2") (2") 

TOTAL 7,222~/ 7t586~/ 7,955£/10,31 1 
(100%) (100%) (100%) (100$) 

~/10 missing cases 
£/8 missing cases 
£/4 missing cases 
~/2 missing cases 
~/32 missing cases 

, 

~----~--

1982 1983_ 

2,024 
(19~) 

2,186 
( 17%) 

2,044 2,504 
(20~) (20$) 

2,704 
(26~) 

3,390 
(27% ) 

1,279 
( 12~) 

1 ,516 
( 12%) 

1,052 1,403 
(10%) ( 11%) 

667 872 
(6~) (7%) 

180 217 
(2%) (2") 

174 167 
(2~) (1%) 

281 250 
(3~ ) (2~ ) 

1lf:~Q/12,505~/ 
000%) (100%) 

-. 
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As shown in Table 7 there have been shifts in tne percent 
of court commi tments in each maximum sentence category during the 
six year period of 1978-1983. The percent of cases w~th l~fe 
sentences has declined from approximately 12% in 1978 to roughly 
6% during the years of 1980-1983. In 1979 the Legislature 
eliminated the Class A-III drug felony category and reclassified 
the crimes in this category as Class B felonies. The 
reclassification of these Class A-III drug crimes, which carried a 
life maximum sentence, as Class B felony crimes Which carry a 
maximum sentence range of 3-25 years has resulted in a decline in 
the percent of cases in the life sentence category. 

The percent of· cases in the 36 month and 37-53 month 
category has also declined during the period of 1978-1983. ~_t the 
same time the per cent of cases in the 54-71 month and 72-95 month 
categories have increased. Th~s upward shift in maximum sentence 
length is due in some part to the increases in maximum sentence 
length which were part of the 1978 violent felony offender 
legislation. 

TABLE .1 

llJAXI NlJ l-'I SENTENCE BY YEAR 1978-1983 
DOCS CONNITlvlENTS 

Year of Commitment 
Maximum Sentence 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 

36 l10nths 2,064 2,135 2,199 2,603 2,333 2,888 
(21:1%) (2 ti%) (2~% ) (25%) (22% ) (23%) 

37-53 llIonths 1,535 1,293 1,322 1,703 1,516 J ,900 
(21%) (17%) (17%) (17%) (15%) (15%) 

54-71 Months 518 837 970 1,396 1,547 1,883 
(7%) (11%) (12%) (14%) (15%) (15%) 

72-95 Honths 920 1,090 1,344 1,793 1,970 2,212 
(13%) (14%) (17%) (17%) '(19% ) (18%) 

96-107 Months 124 117 166 180 232 353 
(2% ) (1%) (2% ) (2% ) (2% ) (3%) 

108-143 Honths 456 518 595 749 883 1,000 
(6%) (7%) (7%) (7%) (8%) (8%) 

144-179 lilonths 204 252 219 457 422 507 
(3%) (3%) (3% ) (4%) (4%) (4%) 

180 Plus 573 586 594 862 837 1,040 
(8%) (8%) (7%) (8%) (8%) (8%) 

Life 838 766 490 568 663 754 
(12%) (10%) (6%) (6%) (7%) (6%) 

", TOTAL 7,232 7,594 7 1 959 10,311 10,403 12,537 
(100%) (100% ) (100% ) (100%) (100%) (100%) 

;. 
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FELONY CLASS AND PREDICATE SENTENCE 

Felony criminal offenses in New York State are 
classified according to five felony class categories. In 
general, more serious crimes are designated as Class A, B or C 
felony crimes and less serious offenses fall into the Class D or 
E felony categories. For each felony class the legislature has 
enacted certain provisions which affect the length of the minimum 
and maximum sentences available to judges. The sentence range 
available to judges depends not only upon the felony class 
category of the crime but also upon whether the defendant was a 
first or second felony offender and whether the crime was a 
designated violent felony off~nse. In New York most persons 
committed to state prison receive an indeterminate sentence. 
That is, the maximum sentence is set by the judge within a 
certain legislatively prescribed range. The minimum period of 
imprisonment is also specified by the judge when the defendant is 
sentenced and is, for most cases, set (according to law) at 
one-third the maximum sentence for first felony offenders and 
one-half the maximum sentence for second felony offenders. The 
Board of Parole is authorized to release (to parole supervision) 
those defendants who have served their minimum period of 
imprisonment and who meet the parole requirements set by the 
Board. Except for persons who have lost good time, all inmates 
still in custody when they have reached their conditional release 
date (a date set at two-thirds the maximum sentence) must be 
released to parole supervision. 

As mentioned, the range of sentences available to the 
judge for each felony class category differs depending on whether 
the defendant is a first felony offender, a second felony 
offender or a persistent (three time) felony of.fender. Those 
persons with prior felony convictions are subject to more severe 
sentences. In addition, the 1978 laws which designated certain 
crimes as violent felony offenses also increased the range of 
moinimum and maximum sentences for those sentenced to prison for 
Class B and Class C violent felony crimes (see New York Penal Law 
(70.02). The range of minimum and maximum sentences is, for 
instance, more severe for a Class B violent felony offender than 
it is for all other Class B felony offenders. 

Because there are several factors that can affect the 
length of the minimum sentence the crosstabulations of felony 
class category by minimum sentence length for each of four 
different subgroups of the total commitment population are 
presented below. 
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. ~ables 8 thru 11 present the 
(both mlnlmum and maximum) which were 
1st and 2nd Felony Offendersll by th 
they were convicted. e 

------ ".~. 

m7an and median sentences 
glven to VFO and Non-VFO 
type of crime class that 

(In order to arrive at me d . 
maximum sentence the lifp an an medlan statistics for 
and 1 month. Thus the me:~nten~es were categorized as 25 years 
commitments was 91:6 months w~axlmum s7ntence for new court 
The modal category for maximumt~ atmedlan value of 59.8 months. 
since 1978.) en ence length has been 36 months 

As expected the med' 21 
Felony VFO Were shorter thanl~~- sentence.lengths of first 
the crime classes that they ha e ~entences of 2nd Felony VFO's in 
and Youthful Offender) Si ve ln common (Classes B, C, D, E 
crimes there was no ba;is nce there,were no second felony A-1 
felons on this crime class for comp~rlson.between 1st and 2nd 
1st Felony VFO grouping fo; a~!fe 7ncluslon of these cases in the 
and not one based on statutes.) YS1S was a departmental decision 

Similarly the med' ~ 
were higher than those . lan sen~ences for 2nd Felony N6n-VFO's 
counterparts. glven to their 1st Felony Non-VFO 

Tables 12 thru 19 p t 
sentence lengths by crime cl~:se~ t~e crosstabulations of 
or Non-VFO status. These tabl:s or st and 2nd Felons with VFO 
the diffez"ence in sentencing wh' ~upPort the observations about 
2nd Felons for either the VFO orlcN oCVcFuOrs w~en comparing 1st and 

on- crlmes. 

1/Thls group ~ontains th 
convicted of viole~t felon o~e second felony offenders 
felony is not a violent ferocrlme~ and for whom the predicate 
second felony offenders for ~y crlme. It ~lso contains all those 
predicate offense were violen~o~e~oth th7 lnst(~nt offense and the 
Violent Felony" offenders) A ony crlmes l.e. "Second 
have been sentenced as per~iste~~a~llPercentage of commitments 
persons have been ' e ony Offenders. These 
offenders. grouped wlth those sentenced as second felony 

g/The median is a f 
t measure 0 central tendency which represen s the value of the middle ( , 

P7rcentile) in a distribution of ca~ase l.e., the 50th 
dlstortion by extreme cases than l'S tehse' It is less SUbject to 

average. 

...... 
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TABLE 8 

MEAN AND MEDIAN SENTENCE LENGTH BY CRIME CLASS 
FOR FIRST FELONY NON-VFO 1983 COMMITMENTS 

Cr.i!!te Class 

A-l~/ 
A-2 
A-3!?/ 
B 
C 
D 
E 
Youthful Offender 

TOTAL 

Number 

35 
279 

3 
465 
206 
562 
312 
273 

2,135 

l>linimum Sentence--Maximum Sehtence 
In Months In. Months 

Mean---Medf~in Mean MedTan 

168.5 
51.0 
20.0 
18.4 
24.7 
15.7 
13.0 
13.1 

- ------
180.0 

46.2 
21.0 
12.2 
17.9 
12.3 
12.2 
12.7 

301.0 
297.4 
212.7 
56.4 
76.5 
48.5 
39.5 
41.2 

301.0 
300.5 
234,,'7 
36.3 
55.6 
37.3 
37.2 
40.3 

Missing Cases = 29 

2/This group of A-I felons were sen·tenced for drug offenses. 

b/These three cases were CSCS 3rd case~ whi~h were handl~d as 
A-III felons; again a judicial sanction wh~ch d~d not conform to 
the penal code. 

TABLE 9 

MEAN AND MEDIAN SENTENCE LENGTH BY CRIME CLASS 
FOR FIRST FELONY VFO 1983 COMMITMENTS 

Crime Class Number 

A-l~/ 340 
A-2 0 
A-3 0 
B 1,696 
C 1,902 
D 1,030 
E 34 
Youthful OffenderE/ 1 

TOTAL 5,003 

-----------

Minimum Sentence 
In Months 

_Mean ~edian 

244.5 240.8 _w. 

45.7 36.3 
24.3 18.4 
15.2 12.3 
12.9 12.3 
12.0 12.0 

Maximum Sentence . 
In Months 

Mean ~e'dTan 

300.2 300.8 

136~4 109.8 
72.9 54.4 
45.9 36.9 
39.0 36.9 
48.0 48.0 

a/This group of offenders had committed offenses whic~ were 
not designated as legislative nViolent Felony Offen~esn (~.e., 
Murder and Kidnaping) but which are none the less v~olent 
felonies. 

!?/This was a miscoding error where the indication of the 
crime type (Robbery 1st) was seen as superseding the Youthful 
Offender status of this case. 

n 11 
1 

.~ 

1 
I 
1 
~ -17-

TABLE 10 ---
MEAN AND MEDIAN SENTENCE LENGTH BY CRIME CLASS 

FOR SECOND FELONY NON-VFO 1983 COMMITMENTS 

Crime Class Number 

Minimum Sentence 
In Months 

Mean -Median 
Maximum Sentence 

In Months 
Mean M-ed""'"i:O-a-n 

A-l~/ 
A-2 
A-3 
B 
C 
D 
E 

TOTAL 

2 

143 
164 

1,122 
1,149 

2,580 

150.0 

97.8 
62.6 
27.9 
19.1 

150.0 270.5 270.5 

57.2 178.5 119.6 
36. a 131.3 73.5 
24.1 57.7 48.3 
18.1 38.9 36.2 

------ ------------------------------ -------- -----
2/These two cases were judicial sanctions which 'did not 

conf?rm to the penal code. The first case belonged to a person 
conv~cted of Attempted Murder 1st who did not receive a maximum 
life sentence. The second belonged to a individual convicted of 
numerous counts of second degree Murder who also has an extensive 
prior criminal history. . 

~ABLE 11 

MEAN AND MEDIAN SENTENCE LENGTH BY CRIME CLASS 
FOR SECOND FELONY VFO 1983 COM1UTMENTS 

------. ----------------
Crime Class 

A-I 
A-2 
A-3 
B 
C 
D 
E 

TOTAL 

Number 

o 
o 
o 

676 
976 
958 
173 

2,783 

------------------------------ -------
Minimum Sentence 

In Months 

91.9 
49.1 
29.0 
20.8 

86.8 
47.7 
29.7 
20.7 

Maximum Sentence 
In Months -Mean Median -- ---

183.8 
98.3 
58.3 
41.7 

170.8 
95.4 
59.7 
41.4 

.---------------.----------------

,. 
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TABLE 12 

1st FEUJr.{ li»-VR) BY MINDlJM SENl'E1U fOR 1983 CIHII'DENlS 

Crime c:l.ass 12-17 

Class A 5 

c:l.ass B J21 

c:l.ass C 96 

c:l.ass D 394 

c:l.ass E 307 

Youthful. Offender 271 

2S 

18 

6S 

5 

ill 

2 

75 

40 

102 

2 

m 

138 

21 

20 

77 

13 

32 

1 

123 

MiniDuD Sentence 

67 

10 

1 

TABLE 13 

21 

1st FELCH! VR) BY MmOOM SENraa FOR 1983 a:Hn'lHNlS 

Cr ime c:l.ass 

Class A 

c:l.ass B 

c:l.ass C 

7 7 626 351 

24 1,104 437 198 

c:l.ass D 72S 156 US 4 

c:l.ass E 33 1 

Youthful. ~fenaer 1 

'!O'l'AL m 1;268 1,20f,: m 

398 

139 

~ 120-179 

302 4 

180-239 

ll3 

1 

IIi 

~ 

2Z1 

---- ------------- -----_.------------------------------- -------------------------------------------------------------------

[)lsrecif i83 

4 

4 

3 

9 

3 

6 

29' 

321 

469 

209 

571 

315 

279 

2,164 

[)lsrecifi83 TOtal 

340 

1 

1,696 

1,902 

1,031 

34 

1 

5,004 I 
I 

.1 

.j 

I.i 

Crille c:l.ass 1k!Z 

Class A 

Class B 

Class C 

Class D 1 

Class E 

Youthful. Offender 

'ltlTAL 1 

Crime c:l.ass 

Class A 

c:l.ass B 

, Class C 

c:l.ass D 

Class E 

Youthful.. Offender 

mTAL 
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TABLE 14 

2nd FELCtr.l NJN-VR) BY MINOOM SnmlO FOR 1983 CDMMITMEm'S 

Mininun Sentence 
~ ~ 1!:£ ~ ~ 120-179 180-239 

3S 

983 

5 

9 

933 

161 

2 

89 

128 

, .. ""'! 

7S 

22 

2 

12 

'ZI 

17 

1 

TABLE 15 

1 1 

24 

5 

12 

9 

5 

1 

2nd mmY VR) BY MINOOMSFmENCE FOR 1983 CDMMl'l'!t:Nl'S 

Mininun Senteooe 

13 

3 

1 

.!!::Z! ~ 120-179 180-239 

1 

13 

91 

21, 

745 

82 

14 

354 

194 

149 

490 

6 

326 

llO 

182 1 

tklspecif ied 

9 

~ 

2 

143 

164 

1,1:31 

1,149 

tllspecif ied 

676 

976 

958 

173 



crille Class 

ClasS A 

Class B 

Class C 

Class D 

Class E 

Youthful Offender 

crime Class 

ClaSS A 

Class B 

ClasS C 

Class D 

Cl.ass~ E 

Youthful Offender 

~-----~- - ---
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TABIE 16 

1st m.cm ~VFO BY HAXDlJM SamNCE roR 1983 ~ 

7 

309 

77 

308 

,224 

162 

r,Oa7 

5 

15 

632 

26 

11 

16 

79 

88 

1lS 

309 

no 
73 

3 

76 

42 

110 

2 

23ii 

2 

TMLE 17 

IexiuUII Sentence 

1 

20 

18 

7 

10 

1 

1st ~ VFO BY MAXIKJM SEZmNCE roR 1983 ~ 

3 

10 

94 

7 

1 

ill 

7 620 

1,104 427 

155 147 

1 

6 

9 

353 

198 

3 

179 

67 

180-500 

S23 

72 

16 

26 

Life 

309 

1 

333 

317 

469 

209 

571 

315 

279 

2,160 

MiSS1Ilg 

7 

---------

.!2..-
340 

1,696 

1,902 

1,031 

34 

1 

5,004 

I 
i 

\ 

cr il1le Class 

Class A 

Class B 

Class C 

Class D 

Class E 

Youthful Offender 

'IDT1IL 

Crime Class 

ClassB 

Class C 

Class D 

Class E 

Youthful OfftlS'lder 

'l'C7rAL 
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TABLE 18 

2nd Fm..cNY VPO BY MAXIKJM smrma: roR 1983 CDMMl'lHNI'S 

13 

2 

10 

410 

91 B2 

12 

33S 

16 

354 

193 

6 

316 

5 

'DBLE 19 

MIlXiDun Sentence 

143 

174 

1 

172 

64 

2nd FEUm !l»-VFO BY MAXIKJM SENTENCE PeR 1983 ~ 

34 

971 

3 

7 

794 

168 

MIlXiDun Sentence 
S4-71 ~ ~ 108-143 14 .... 179 

2 

141 

3 

89 

129 

3 2 

9 

7S 

]3' 

1 

4 

3 

180-500 

337 

46 

180-500 

1 

14 

5 

1 

1 

44 

36 

32 

5 

676 

976 

958 

173 

~ 

2 

143 

164 

1,131 

1,149 
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TABLE 20 

MEAN AND MEDIAN SENTENCES BY CRIME GROUP 
FOR 1983 COMMITMENTS 

(N=12, 537) 

In Months In Months 
Minimum Sentence Maximum Sentence 

Crime Group ~ Median ~ Median 

VFO 48 30 106 72 
(N=7,928) 

Other Violent Felony 22 18 55 45 
(N=481) 

Property 21 18 46 36 
( (N=2, 227) 

Drugs 32 24 105 48 
(N=1,624) 

Youth Offender 13 12 41 40 
(N=277) 

Table 20 provides information about the mean and median 
sentence ranges for court commitments by general crime group 
heading. In general the VFO offenders received the longest 
sentences while property offenders received the shortest criminal 
sanctions. By focusing on just the median values it became 
apparent that only VFO and drug offenders were getting the 
harshest sentences as their designated minimums were one-half of 
their maximums. This does not appear to be the result of an 
abnormally high proportion of second felony offenders within 
those two crime categories, as more than 60% of the people in 
each group were first felony offenders. 

! 
ft 
~ 
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GENDER AND SENTENCING 

One of the areas that social scientists have explored 
e:i~tl:::n8ively through empirical research is the effects of 
extra-legal variables on the processing of defendants ana on the 
severity oi Judicial sanctions. Race, socio-economic status and 
gender have been some of the extra-legal determinants which have 
been examinee. The f~naings on the influence of gender in 
criminal court disposition~ have been inconsistent, w~th some 
s1:.uaies pointing to the relative leniency with \'lhich women are 
treated by the criminal justice system. Other studies point out 
that \'lomen were more severely sanctioned if they were involvea in 
violent crimes. This report was not intended to explore this 
issue in depth, but some of the iindings presentea here will be 
of interest to 1:.his debate and will be explored in detail in a 
futUre study. 

Table 21 gives some indication that in general the 
minimLUil sentences for women \vere lower than the minir:1LUil sentences 
for men. This finding was given further credence as the mean 
minimum sentence for men was 39.8 months (with a median value of 
24 months) while the mean for women was 31 months (with a median 
value of 20.4 months). This difference in means was found to be 
statistically significant. 

The information provided in Table 22 shows that in 
general max~mLUil sentences for women were less than for men. The 
primary disparity between sentences for the two genders was in 
the 36 month category where a greater pro1'ortion of women (over 
11%) than men were clustered. Th~s conclusion was bolstered by 
the fact that the mean maximUl:.\ sentence tor men was 92 months 
(with a median value of 60 months) while the mean for women was 
82 months (with a median value of 53 months). This difference in 
means was statistically significant. 

In order to aeequately study any disparity in sentencing 
there is a need to control for the type of crime ana the 
oifenders' prior recore. Without controlling for cr1me, the 
argument can always be made that the finding of higher sentences 
for men is due to their involvement in more serious crimes and 
the extensiveness of their prior criminal records. 

By controlling for crime type ana examining onlJ!~ those 
new comnutments with no prior record the follO\'11ng results were 
prOduced. The mean m~nimum and maximLUil sentences ior women 
involved in VFO appeared to be hi9her than that for men but these 
dil:ierences were not statistically significant. This pattern was 
repeated for the category cf other violent or coercive crimes. 
The pattern did not repeat for property crimes wher-e men had 
statistically signif icant higher ma;dmum and minimum sentences. 
For drug related cr~mes women also had higher mean minHL1LUil and. 
maximum sentences but only the maximum sentences' were 
statistically significant. 

Thus, when taking offense sever~1:.y ana prior record into 
account, women of this cohort of new court cornmi tments appeared 
to be receiving lonaer sentences than the~r male counterparts for 
violent crimes, cr~~es of coercion and arug offenses. The men in 
this sample clearly had longer sentences for property crimes. 

,. it __ 
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Minimum Sentence in 

12-17 
18-23 
24-35 
36-47 
48-71 
72 + 

TOTAL 

~/32 missing cases 
.2.1 1 missing cal.ie 

Maximum Sentence in 

36 
37-53 
54-71 
72-95 
96-107 

108-143 
144-179 
180 + 
Life 

TOTAL 
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TABLE 21 

MINIMUM SENTENCE BY GENDER 
FOR 1983 COMMITMENTS 

Gender 
Male 

Months Number Percent 

2,065 17~ 
2,405 20~ 
3,286 27~ 
1,471 1 2~ 
1,367 11$ 
1,473 12$ 

12,067~/ 100~ 

TABLE 22 

MAXIMUM SENTENCE BY GENDER 
FOR 1983 COMMITMENTS 

Female 
Number Percent 

121 Z8~ 
99 23~ 

104 24~ 
45 1 O~ 
35 8$ 
33 8% 

m,!!1 100~ 

Gender 
Male Female 

Months Number Percent Number Percent 

2,740 23~ 149 34% 
1 ,831 15~ 69 16% 
1 ,830 15% 53 12$ 
2,145 18% 67 15% 

348 3~ 4 a 
971 8% 29 7$ 
496 4~ 11 3% 

1,007 8% 33 8% 
731 6% 23 5% 

12,099 100% m 100% 
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f1.9URE V 

CHARACTERISTICS OF NEW COl·iHITHEl\TS - 1983 
AGE DISTRIBUTION 

o 

40-49 Years 2 
10% ~ 

.. 

16-20 Years 
23% 

~' 
30-39 Years 

19% 
. U __ -----------~~ . 'L .~_ 

25-29 Years 
22% 

, 

~ on Comrni.f.m~ 

TOTAL I Nf.lATES 

16-20 Years 
21-24 Years 
25-29 Years 
30-39 Years 
40-49 Years 
50 & Over 

--

. , . , . , 
S:l 

, 

Qymber 

12,537 

2,841 
3,053 
2,792 
2,408 
1,211 

232 

21-24 ~{ears 
24% 

~_e~ 

100% 

23% 
24% 
22% 
19% 
10% 

2% 

,,:) 
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AGE 

According to Table 23 the majority of new court 
commitments, 24.4%, were 21 to 24 years old upon their entry into 
DOCS custody. The next largest age category, 22.3%, contains t.he 
25 to 29 year old inmates. Another 22.6% of the inmates were 20 
years old or younger. Finally 30.5% f·el1 into the 30 year or 
older category. The mean age of the 1983 court commitments was 
27 years old and the median age was 25. 

!ABLE 23 

AGE ON COMMITMENT TO DOCS FOR 
1983 COMIUTl-lEHTS 

Age on _Commitment Number Percent 

16-18 Years 1,230 9.8% 
19-20 Years 1,611 12.8% 
21-24 Years 3,053 24.4% 
25-29 Years 2,792 22.3% 
30-34 Years 1,465 11.7% 
35-39 Years 943 7.5% 
40-44 Years 964 7.7% 
45-49 Years 247 2.0% 
50-64 Years 216 1.7% 
65 Years Ii Over 16 0.1% 

12£537 100.0% 

As revealea in Table 24 males appear to be 
proportionally younger than women among 1983 court commitments. 
The modal age category for men is 21-24; for women, the moaal 
sroup inclUdes ages 25-29. The mean age of men is 26.8 years 
(with a median value of 24.9 years) while the mean age for women 
is 28.9 years (with a meaian value of 27.7 years). This 
6i~ierence of means is statistically sign~ficant. 

Age on 

.'!'~ 24 

AGE ON COl1NITl,1ENT BY GENDER 
FOR 1983 COHIUTNENTS 

Gender 
Hale Female 

Commitment Number Percent Number Percent 

16-20 2,794 23.1% 47 - 10.8% 
21-24 2,967 24.5% 86 19.6% 
25-29 2,672 22.1% 120 27.~4% 
30-4'0 1~,393 11.5% 72' 16.Ll% 
35-39 897 7.4% 46 10.5% 
40 + 1,376 11.4% ·67 15.3% 

12,099 100% 438 100.0% 

J 
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, According to Table 25 the d' , , 
comnutments has proven to be f ' 1 age ~str~but~on of new court 
1978 to 1983. This findin isa~r y,stable ~ver ~he period from 
that conSistently find you~ger ~~~:~~tentd~~th h~st9rical trends 
represented among the criminally conf~~:d.~sproport~onatelY 

TABLE 25 ---
,A.GE BY YEAR, 1978-1983 

FOR DOCS COMMITMENTS 

--
Age on Year of Commitment --Commitment 1978 1979 19AO 1981 ---- 1982 --- 1983 

16-20 -- ---Yrs. 1,871 2,040 2,082 2,623 (25.9%) (26.9%) (26.2%) 
2,488 2,'641 

(25.4% ) (23.9%) (22.7%) 
21-24 Yrs. 1,684 1,722 1,855 2,474 (23.3%) 2,554 3,053 (22.7%) (23.3%) (24.0%) (24.6%) (24.3%) 
25-29 Yrs. 1,619 1,574 1,682 2,222 (22.4%) 2,260 2,792 (20.7%) (21.1%) L21.6%) (21.7%) (22.3%) 
30 Yrs. + 2,058 2,258 2,340 2,992 (28.4%) (29.7%) (29.4%) (29.0%) 

3,101 3,851 
(29.8%) (30.7%) 

---- ----7,232 7,595 7,959 10,311 10,403 12,537 (100%) (100%) (100%) (100%). (100%) (100%) 
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As shown in Table 26 the age distribution for new 
commitments varies by general crime categories. The violent 
felony and other coercive off'enders tend to be younger than 
property or drug offenders. This observation is validated by 
Table 27 showing the mean and median ages for the various crime 
categories. 

Age VFO 

16-18 Yrs. 894 
(11.3%) 

19-20 Yrs. 1,218 
(15.7%) 

21-24 Yrs. 2,105 
(26.5%) 

25-29 yrs. 1,715 
(21.6%) 

30-34 Yrs. 1,066 
(13.4%) 

35-39 Yrs. 467 
(5.9%) 

40 Yrs. + 463 
(5.8%) 

TOTAL 7,928 
(100%) 

1'ABLE 26 

AGE BY GENERAL CRIME GROUP FOR 
1983 COMMITMENTS 

Crime CirouE 
Other 

Coercive proper~ Drugs 

36 88 21 
(7.5%) (3.9%) (1.3%) 

50 208 61 
(10.4%) (9.3%) (3.7%) 

126 509 303 
(26.2%) (22.8%) (18.6%) 

99 554 423 
(20.6%) (24.8%) (26.0%) 

83 414 350 
(17.2%) (18.6%) (21.5%) 

41 213 222 
(8.5%) (9.6%) (13.7%) 

46 241 244 
(9.6%) (10.8%) (15.0%) 

481 2,227' 1-;624 
(100%) (lQO%) (100%) 

--
Youth Total 

192 1,231 
(69.3%) (9 .. 8%) 

74 1,611 
(26.7%) (12.8%) 

10 3,053 
(3.6%) (24.3%) 

1 2,792 
(.4%) (22.3%) 

1,913 
(15.2!!) 

943 
(7.5%) 

994 
(7.9%) 

277 12,537 
(J,OO%) (100%) 

-29-

TABLE 27 

CRIME CATEGORY BY 
MEAN AND MEDIAN AGES FOR 1983 COMMITl>lENTS 

(N=12,537) 

Asc in Years 
Crime Categor,Y Mean A9~ !tedian Age 

Total Commi tments 27.0 25 .. 0 

VFO 25.8 23.9 (7,928) 

Other Coercive 27.7 2.5.7 (481) 

Property 28.8 27.0 (2,227) 

Drugs 
(1,624) 

30.9 29.5 

Youth Offenses 17.9 17.8 (277) 

. .;.. 
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IfGURE VI 

. CTERISTICS OF t;EVl COHf.lIT~iENTS 
CHARA ETHNIC DISTRIBUTION 

- 1983 

other - 1% 

puerto p-ican 
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t~ur.lbe r 
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In 1983 minority inmates comprised 74.3% (N=9,320) of 
the new court commitments sent to the Department of Corrections. 
More specifically, 52.2% (N=6,550) were black and 21.6% (N=2,712) 
were Puerto Rican while 25.7% (N=3,217) were white. 

TABLE 28 

ETHNIC STA'lUS BY YEAR 1978-1983 
FOR DOCS COMMITMENTS 

-- ---
Ethnic Year of Commitment 
Status 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 19-83-

White 2,206 2,420 2,412 2,900 2,829 3,217 
(30%) (32%) (30%) (28%) (27%) (26%) 

Black 3,586 3,679 3,902 5,209 5,398 6,550 
(50%) (48%) (49% ) (51%) (52%) (52%) 

Puerto Rican 1,402 1,463 1,609 2.142 2,123 2,712 
(19%) (19%) (20%) (21%) (20% ) (22% ) 

Other 38 32 36 62 53 58 
(1%) (1%) (1%) (1%) (1%) (1%) 

TOTAL 7,232 7,594 '1,959 10,311 10,403 12,537 
(100%) (100%) (100%) (100%) (100%) (lOOt) 

Table 28 shows that the proportion of white inmates has 
been declining at a very slow pace since 1978. Concomitantly, 
the proportion of both Black and Puerto Rican inmates has been 
slowly rising. These apparent changes in the ethnic composition 
of the new court commitments are small yet they appear to be 
consistent over time. 

.;~::.:.":':'~~""-'''' 

_. \1· 



t, , . . ' 

-32-

By exam~n~ng the proportional age distribution between 
racial groups in Table 29 there appears to be little variation. 
This observation is given additional weight when the mean and 
median ages of the three racial groups are compared as in 
Table 3'0. 

TABLE 29 

ETHNIC STATUS BY AGE FOR 1983 COMMITMENTS 

Age on Commitment 

16 -18 

19-20 

21-24 

25-29 

30-34 

35-39 

40 + 

TOTAL 

Mean Age 

Median Age 

Ethnic Status 
White -<Black 

Number Percent Number Percent 

228 7% 754 12% 

348 111. 960 15% 

778 24% 1,649 25% 

753 23% 1,324 20% 

490 15% 1,005 15% 

273 8% 434 7% 

347 11% 424 6% 

3,217 100% 6,550 100% 

Missing cases = 58 

TABLE 30 

MEAN AND MEDIAN AGES (In Years) 
BY ETHNIC STATUS 

FOR 1983 COMMITMENTS 

White 

28 

26 
(N=3,217) 

Black 

26 

24 
(N=6,550) 

Pu~rto Rican 
Number Pt~cJt.nt 

242 9% 

293 111. 

611 23% 

702 26% 

412 15% 

233 9% 

219 8% 

2,712 100% 

Puerto Rican. 

27 

26 
(N=2,712) 

I 
I 

.) 
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Table 31 shows that most men and women were black, and, 
the proportion of both white and black females was sl~ghtly higher 
than their male counterparts. Also the proportion of Puerto Rican 
males was slightly higher than that for Puerto Rican females. 

TABLE 31 

ETHNIC STA'lU S BY GENDER FOR 1983 COI'lMITl-1ENTS 

Gender 
Ethni c Sta tus Hale Female TOt:al 

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

White 3,093 25.5% 124 28.3% 3,217 25.7% 

Black 6,311 52.2% 239 54.5% 6,550 52.2% 

Puerto Rican 2,639 21.8% 73 16.7% 2,712 21.6% 

Other 56 0.5% 2 0.5% 58 0.5% 

TOTAL 12,099 100.0% 438 100.0% 12,537 100.0% 

An examination of specific crimes by ethnic group reveals 
that there were a number of offenses where certain groups were 
disproportionately overpresented. Whites were committed more 
frequently for the crimes of Burglary 2nd, Arson 2nd, SOdomy 1st, 
Sexual Abuse 1st, Manslaughter 2nd, Rape 2nd and 3rd, Burglary 3rd, 
Forgery, Stole~ Property, and Criminally Negligent Homicide. 
Blacks were committed more frequently for Robbery 2nd, Robbery 3rd, 
Dangerous Weapons, and Grand Larceny. Puerto Ricans were mor e 
often committed for Manslaughter 1st and Drug Offenses. 

In order to discern any patterning of offenses for 
specific ethnic groups it was instructive to also look at the 
distribut~on of crime group involvement among them. 

J 



---~-~., 

-34-

TABLE 32 

CRIME GROUP BY ETBNIC STATUS FOR 1983 COMMITMENTS 

Ethnic Status 
Crime Grou~ White Black Puerto 

Number Percent Number Percent Number 

VFO 1,667 51.8% 4,465 68. a 1,752 

Other Coercive 136 4.2% 274 4.2% 70 

Property 866 26.9% 1,062 16.2% 292 

Drugs 468 14.5% 604 9.2% 549 

Youth 80 2.4% 145 2.2% 49 

TOTAL 3,217 100.0% 6,550 100.0% 2,712 

Missing cases = 58 

Rican 
Percent 

64.6$ 

2.6% 

10.7$ 

20.2% 

1.8% 

100 :-0% 

The data in Table 32 shows that Black and Puerto Rican 
~nmates were disproportionately committed for violent felony 
offenses, while the white inmates were also overrepresented as 
property offenders. Puerto Rican inmates were overrepresented as 
drug offenders. The findings for the 1983 new court commitments 
were very similar to those for last years group of new court 
commitments. 

I' 
I. 
","i 

: ...•..... ' .. '.' .. : ...••.. j.'. 
.. ,' 

~ . , 

,."», 

:l 
'.' ,:1 

~ ..•..... 

Hl 
f~ 
f .•. ,,~ b . '. 

i: . 

-35-

fIGURE VII 

CHP.P.ACTERISTI CS OF Nm'l COHNITHEKTS - 1983 
EDUCATION ON COHI.aTHENT 

High School Graduate 
27% 

o 

Jr. High School 
22% 

Some High School 
48% 

~Eucation on COQmitment ----------
TOTAL 

Jr. HIgh or Less 
Some High School 
High School Graduate 
Some College 

t I ~ I' 

5::1 

Number 

l2,474~/ 

2,720 
5,983 
3,386 

385 

Percent 

100% 

22% 
~8% 
27% 

3% 

~/There were 63 cases with missing information 
on educational achievement. 
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EDUCATION ------
The educational distribution of the new court 

commitments shows that the majority (48%) had attended but did 
not finish high school. Twenty seven percent of them did 
graduate high school, while 3% had some college education. The 
mean educational grade level for the sample of new court 
commitments was 10.3 years while the median education level was 
10.0 years. 

,!ABLE 33 

EDUCATIONAL LEVEL BY YEAR 1978-1983 
FOR DOCS COMlUTMENTS 

Year of Commitment 
~.9ucaJ~.:lQ.llal Le'y~l 1978_ .JJl.L _198.!L _1981_ -

Jr. High or Less 1,848 1,861 1,962 2,509 
(26%) (25%) (25%) (24%) 

Some High School 3,402 3,739 3,951 4,866 
(48% ) (50% ) (50%) (47%) 

H. S. Graduate 1,359 1,673 1,737 2,642 
(19%) (22%) (22%) (26%) 

Some College 542 245 240 227 
(7%) (3% ) (3% ) (2% ) 

-1982 _19R 

2,413 2,720 
(23%) (22%) 

4,963 5,983 
(48%) (48% ) 

2,755 3,386 
(27%) (27 %) 

195 385 
(2%) (3%) 

TOTAL 7,145~1 7,517£1 7,891£/IO,247g/10,329~/I2,474!1 
(100%) (lO.O%) (100%) (100%) (lOOt) (100%) 

~/Missing Cases = 81 
!2/Missing Cases = 76 
£/Missing Cases = 69 
9/Missing Cases = 67 
~/Missing Cases = 77 
!/Hissing Cases = 63 
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Crime Group 

VFO 
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,!ABLE 34 

CRIME GROUP BY EDUCATIONAL LEVEL FOR 
1983 COMMITMENTS 

Jr. High 
Educational Level 

Some' High School 
or Less High School Graduate 

1,781 3,999 1,933 
(65%) (67%) (57 %) 

Other Coercive 101 225 134 
(4% ) (4% ) (4%) 

Property 411 921 769 
(15%) (15%) (23%) 

Drugs 3S4 662 523 
(13!k) (11%) (15%) 

Youthful 73 176 27 
Offender (3!k) (3%) (1%) 

TOTAL 2,720 5,983 3,386 
(100%) (100%) (100%) 

MisSing Cases = 63 

Some 
College Total 

175 7,888 
(45% ) (63% ) 

18 478 
(5% ) (4%) 

113 2,214 
(29% ) (18%) 

78 1,617 
(20% ) (13%) 

1 277 
(1%) (2% ) 

385 12,474 
(100%) (100%) 
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,. • Ci the r ela tj.onsilip between 
Tables 34 and 35, repr~se.llt~nle-'vel reveal s that tl1e 

. - • '. Ct educat~ona h' 1 
cr ime class~:t ~cat~oIl an trf 1 Offenders decreases as t e .1eve 
pro~orl:~on oi.VFO ~nd You. !'~creases. A.i::. the same time the 
of educa tional ach~evernem: ~. .~ '~enaer s seems to ~ncrease as, 

ro ortion of property and a~ug 0:1:1: . ncreases. This obse~vat~on 
EhetJ level of educational a<?h~ev.~~~t m~an and median educat~~:>nal 
rece~v€lS support when eXaI~ln~ng ... ithin crime categories~ Tl1e . 
1· 1'·' of new court COn1IUl:ments w .,: youthful Offenders ana eve Q ..' l' s reservea :tor . t 
lowes,\: eaucat~o~al .1~ve ~ f the lower ages of the~e ~nnla es. 
this of course l~ a ~unct~ontOlowest ecucational level. Next 
VFO commitments have ~he nex d then drug felons. T~le 
comes the other coerc~ve fe~o~s anthe highest educationa.1 levels. 
~ro~erty oiienaer group reg~Sl:ers 

TABLE 35 

EDIP-.N EDUCATION LEVEL BY 
~~~I,:gR~UP FOR 1983 COHHITNENTS 

(N=12, 474) 

Education in Years 
Mean Hedian 

Crime GrouE 

10.2 9.9 
VFO 
(7,888) 

Coercive 10.5 10.2 
other 
(478) 

property 10.9 10.6 

(2,214) 

10.7 10.4 
Drugs 
(1,617) 

Youthful Offender 9.4 9.2 

(277) 

Missing Cases = 63 

n":j . I 

. I 
! 
I ',; 

~ f 
,) 
i 
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Table 36 shows that over 30% of both male and female new 
court commitments had finished at least high school but tnat tne 
majority of both genders had at least completed the 9th grade. 
Ivhen comparing ,males and females on their educational achievement 
sligh,tly more women than men had completed high school, while 
more men than women had completed 9th thrll 12th grades. The mean 
educational level for men is 10.3 years (with median value of 9.9 
years) while for women it is 10.6 years (w~th a median value of 
10.3) and this' difference was statistically significant. 

TABLE 36 

EDUCATIONAL LEVEL BY GENDER FOR 
1983 COMIUTl'lENTS 

Gender 
Male Female 

Educa tional ~~Yt:l Number Percent Number Percent 

" Jr. High of Less 2,630 21.8% 90 20.7% 

Some High School 5,787 48.1% 196 45.2% 

H. S. Graduate 3,254 27.0% 132 30.4% 

Some College 369 3.1% 16 3.7% 

TOTAL 12,040 100.0% 434 100.0% 

HiSSing Cases = 63 

Table 37 indicates that there are differences in 
educa tional levels between ethnic groups. Wh~te inmates record tne 
highest educational level (a mean of 10.9 and a median of 10.8), 
blacks have the next highest numbers with a mean level of 10.5 and 
a median val ue of 10.2. Puerto Rican inmates reported education 
levels that appear to be significantly lower than elther of the 
other ethnic groups (mean of 9.1 and a median of 8.9). 

TABLE 37 

EDUCATIONAL LEVEL BY ETHNICITY FOR 
1983 COI'U'IITlVlENTS 

Ethnic status 
~~~--.----~--~---White Black Puerto Rican 

Educational Level N~lber Percent N~lber Percent Number Percent 

Junior High or Less 621 19.4% 1,056 16.2% 1,036 38.4% 

Some High School 1,189 37.2% 3,565 54.7% 1,204 44.6% 

H.S. Graduate 1,232 38.5% 1,703 26.1% 429 15.9% 

Some College 158 4.9% 197 3.0% 27 1.1% 

TOTAL 3,200 100.0% 6,521 100.0% 2,696 100.0% 

HiSSing Cases = 120 
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FIGURE VIII 

. OCCUPATION ON COMMITMENT 
1983 COURT COMMITMENTS TO DOCS 

Skilled Workers 

Not Employed 
22% 

:. 

31% 25 

Service Workers or Labor 
38% 

50 

Occupation on Commitment 

TOTAL 

Not Employed 
Service Workers or Labor 
Skilled Workers 
Professional 

Number 

12,534Y 

2,831 
4,775 
3,852 
1,076 

Percent 

100% 

22% 
38% 
31% 

9% 

YOccupational status was missing for 3 cases • 

• 
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Table 38 in~icates the occupational distribution of 
1983 new court commitments. The largest single categories seem 
to be aistribu1:ed at the lower ena of the occupational hierarchy 
with 61.7% (N=7,606) of the inmates as being service workers, 
laborers, or unemployeo (a category which incluoes students, 
chroni call~' unemployed, and seasonally unemployed). 

TABLE 38 

OCCUPAT rONAL STATUS OF 1983 CONHITNENTS 

Occupation Number Perce!},'\: 

Proiessional 125 1.0% 

Semi-Professional 60 0.5% 

Ivlanagers 891 7.1% 

Clerical ~lor kers 1,124 9.0% 

Sales Workers 238 1.9% 

Craftsmen 1,218 9.7% 

Operators-Dr.lvers 1,272 10 .• 1% 

Service Workers 2,377 19.0% 

Laborers 2,398 19.1% 

Not Employed 2,831 22.6% 

TOTAL 12,534 100.0% 

Ivlissing Cases = 3 
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In Tables 39 to 40 the ten occupational categories \-lere 
collapsed into four groups. They include professionals (which 
cons~sts of professional, semi-professional, ana manager~al 
wor~ers); skilled workers~ (which includes clerks, sales people, 
cra~tsmen, ana operator o~ drivers); service workers and laborers; 
ana the not employed. Table 39 shows the relative stability of 
the proportion of skillea ana professional workers since 1978. 
The unemlJloyed, ana the service and labor groups' relative 
};)ro1:>ortions have also remained fairly consistent up until 1983 
when the proportion of not employed decr eased and the propor tion 
of service workers and laborers increased. 

TABLE 39 

OCCUPATIONAL STATUS BY YEAR 1978-1983 
FOR DOCS COI-1r.UTNENTS 

Occupational Year of Commitment 
Status 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 

l~ot Employed 2,007 2,200 2,236 3,072 3,105 
(28% ) (29%) (28% ) (30% ) (30% ) 

Service or Labor 2,342 2,416 2,555 3,137 3,313 
(32% ) (32% ) (32% ) (30% ) (32%) 

Skilled Wor ker s 2,315 2,334 2,383 3,178 2,972 
(32%) (31% ) (30% ) (31% ) (29% ) 

Proiess~onals 564 637 780 924 1,012 
(8%) (8%) (10%) (9%) (10%) 

1983 

2,832 
(22% ) 

4,775 
(38% ) 

3,852 
(31% ) 

1,076 
(9%) 

T01'AL 7,228Y 7,587£/ 7,954 C/I0,311 10,402£/12,535~/ 
(100% ) (100%) (100%) (100%) (100%) (100%) 

\ 

y'r-lissing cases = 4 
g/roiissing cases = 7 
.£IHissing cases = 5 
£Irv1issino cases = 1 
Yf;!~ssing cases = 2 
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Table 40 pres t 
status and crime rou,en s a crosstabulation of 
be made that the ~ccuga~?r new court comrnitmentstheT~ccupational 
to it with "not ern !onal status has some d· e argument can 
"professional" as E~~y~~ has tl.le lowest job sta~Gree of ordinality 
becomes appare t ~g est Job status . sand 
decreases as j~b ;~:~uth~ pr~portion of per~~~=nithif aSS~PtiQn it 
both property and s ~ncreases. Conversel nvo ved ~n VFO 
~hus persons ot drug offend7rs increases a y.the proportion of 
~nvolved in viol lower occ~pat~onal status a s J?b status increases 
~roperty and dru ent f~~on~es with a smallerr~ d:spr?por~ionately • 
~nvolved in VFO ~s~ w ~le professionals were ~fPort~on 1~volved in 
sUbstantionally s~~~~s the ~roportion of their ~o mfre otten 
property crime invol er, wh~le the proportion O:n~ho ~ement was 

Other Coercive 

Property 

Drugs 

Youthful Offender 

TOTAL 

vement was higher. e1r drug and 

.!ABLE 40 

OCCUPATIONAL STATUS BY CRU1E GROUP 
FOR 1983 CONlUTl1ENTS 

Not OC~uEational Status 
Serv~ce 

Employed 

2,013 
(71%) 

Laborer Skilled Professional 
Total 

III 
(4% ) 

375 
(13%) 

134 
(5%) 

198 
(7%) 

2,831 
(100%) 

2,993 
(63%) 

187 
(4% ) 

908 
(19% ) 

635 
(13% ) 

52 
(1% ) 

4,775 
(100%) 

2,352 
(61%) 

152 
(4% ) 

695 
(18%) 

629 
(16%) 

24 
(1% ) 

3-;852 
(100%) 

MiSSing Cases = 3 

570 
(53 %) 

31 
(3 %) 

246 
(23%) 

226 
(21% ) 

3 
(3%) 

1~O76 
(100%) 

7,928 
(63%) 

481 
(4% ) 

2,224 
(18%) 

1,624 
(13% ) 

277 
(2% ) 

12,534 
(100%) 

; . 



-44-

TABLE 41 

PROPORTIONATE OCCUPATIONAL .S~ATUS BY 
CRIME FOR 1983 COl-UUTNENTS 

Occupatio~a1,~S~t~a~t~u~s~ __ ~~---­
-N-o-t-----s-e-r~v~iPc~e~S~k~i~lled professional 

Commitment Offense Employed _Labor Labor Labor 

TOTAL 2,831 4,175 3,852 

A. Violent Felony 
Offenses 

Murder 
Attempted Murder 
Manslaughter 1st 
Rape 1st 
Robbery 1st 
Robbery 2nd 
Assault 1st 
Assault 2na 
Burglary 1st 
Burglary 2na 
Arson 2na 
Sodomy 1st 
Sexual Abuse 1st 
DanqerOus Weapons 
Kianapping 

B. Other Felonies 

1) Offenses with 
Violence/Coercion 

Manslaughter 2nd 
Crim. Neg. Hom. 
Rape 2na &.3rd 
Robbery 3ra 
Att. Assault 2nd 

2) property/Drug and 
other Offenses 

B,urgla ry. 3 rd 
Grand Larceny 
Forgery 
Drugs 
All other Felony 
stolen Property 

c. Youthful o~ienoers 

2,013 

21.5% 
27.4% 
23.7% 
19.9% 
27.8% 
31.7% 
20.3% 
21.6% 
27.4% 
23.3 % 
15.3% 
29.3% 
11.2% 
14.1% 
14.7% 

III 

13.5% 
4.3% 

11. 8% 
27.4% 
23.1% 

509 

20.3% 
17 .49~ 

8.0% 
8.3% 

13.8% 
13.8% 

71.5% 

2,993 

37.8% 
31.6% 
35.5% 
41.1% 
37.7% 
36.2% 
38.5% 
39.8% 
35.8% 
39.5% 
50.8% 
33.3% 
43.9% 
38.7% 
41.2% 

187 

34.6% 
34.8% 
41.2% 
38.9% 
46.2% 

1,543 

43.2% 
36.3 % 
41.7% 
39.1% 
38.0% 
41.5% 

18.8% 

2,352 

32.4% 
29.4% 
31.5% 
32.8% 
28.4% 
27.1% 
33 .. 8% 
29.2% 
28.9% 
31.5% 
28.8% 
21.4% 
30.7% 
33.8% 
26.5% 

152 

38.6% 
34.8'% 
41.1% 
30.5% 
23.0% 

1,324 

30.6% 
3.9!6 

34.8% 
38.4% 
29.3% 
33.7% 

8.6 9.; 

Missing Cases = 3 

1,076 

570 

8.3% 
11.6% 

9.3% 
6.2% 
6.1% 
5.0% 
7.4% 
9.4% 
7.9% 
5.7% 
5.1% 

16.0% 
14.2% 
13.4% 
17.6% 

31 

13.3% 
26.1% 

5.9% 
3.2% 
7.7% 

472 

5.9% 
15.3% 
15.5% 
14.2% 
19.9% 
11.0% 

1.1% 

Tot.al 

12,534 

7,928 

336 
146 
389 
241 

2,214 
1,843 

187 
171 
179 

1,238 
59 
75 
98 

718 
34 

481 

75 
23 
17 

314 
52 

3,848 

983 
419 
199 

1,624 
305 
318 

277 

1 
L 
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. Table 41 is an examination of the proportion of specific 
crimes that the four occupational groups were responsible for 
co~~itting. The non-employed inmates were over-represented in 
the crimes of Attempted f.lurder, Robbery 1st ana Robbery 2nd, 
Burglary 1st, Sodomy 1st, and as Youthful Offenders. They are 
under-represented in the crimes of Sexual Abuse 1st, Dangerous 
Weapons, ~idnapping, Manslaughter 2nd, Criminal Negligent 
Homicicie, Rape 2nd and Rape 3rd, Forgery, Drugs, Stolen Property, 
and All Other Felonies. For Service-Labor inmates they are 
over-represented in crimes of Arson 2nd, Sexual Abuse 1st, 
Attempted Assaults 2nd, and uncer-represented as Youthful 
Offenders. Skilled inmates are over-represented in Sodomy 1st" 
Attempted Assault 2nd, Burglary 3rd, and as Youthful Offenders. 
They were over-represented on Manslaughter 2nd, Rape 2nd ana 3rd, 
ana Drugs. Professionals are over-represented in the crimes of 
Sooomy 1st, Kianapping, and Forgery, and are under-represented in 
the crimes of Robbery 3rd and Youthful Oifender. (The 
determination of proportional representation for specific crimes 
is based upon aeviations from the percentages of the total 
population that these occupational categories represent when 
examined for all crimes.) 

,!ABLE 42 

OCCUPATIONAL STATUS BY GENDER 
FOR 1983 CorUl1THENTS 

Gender 

OccuE'!..;'iog~1-Eta ~!:!§ 

Professional 

Hale 
Number Percent 

Female-­
B--um-I "!"'b_'-e--r=---pe rcent 

Skillea 

Service or Labor 

Not Employed 

TOTAL 

1,051 8.7% 

3,683 30.4% 

4,621 38.2% 

2,742 22.7% 

12,097 100.0% 

Missing Cases = 2 

25 

169 

154 

90 

5.7% 

38.6% 

35.2% 

20.5% 

Table 42 indicates that there are proportionately more 
female skilled workers than tnere are males, while there are 
proportiona~ely fewer females in every other occupational 
category. 

i\ 



~--.----

-4.6-

Table 43 shows the mean and median val'les of four key 
charact~ristics of new court commitments broken down by 
occupational status. It shows that all these mean and median 
values for eaucation, age, minimum sentence and maximum sentence 
increase as job status increases. This produces an unlikely result 
where occupational status works as a negative incentive as higher 
status appears to bring with it harsher punism.lent. If job scatus 
is a crude indicator of social class this finding provides some 
contradictory evidence to a number of sociological and economic 
theories which try to explain the causes of crime. 

TABLE 43 

l-lEAN AND MEDIAN VALUES FOR EDUCATION, AGE, 
lUNIMUH AND MAXIl<IUH SENTENCES BY OCCUPATIONAL 

STATUS FOR 1983 CQloINITHENTS 

(N=12,535) 

Mean and Hedian Values 
Years Years Honths Ncnths--

Education Age Hinirm.iI.l Haxf"mum 
Occupation Neanr.ledian ~~ l·lec1ian l·lean l,leCiian l:,lean l:.iid~an - ----

Not Employed 
(N=2,832) 9.4 9.2 20.9 19.1 34.7 23.7 84.2 54.3 

Service & Labor 
(N=4,775) 10.3 10.1 27.8 25.9 40.2 24.2 91.4 59.9 

Skilled 
(N=3,852) 10.8 10.6 28.6 27.0 41.0 24.3 94.6 60.2. 

Professional 
(~=l, 07 6) 11.5 12.5 32.8 31.2 43.1 24.3 101.8 60.4 

\ 

"' I 
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FIGURE IX 

PRIOg ADULT CRHlINAL RECORD 
F 1983 COMMITMENTS 

Prior State or F d . . e eral 
Pr1.son Term 

No Prior Conviction 
21' 

28' 

75L ___ ~~ 
Prior 

~~Viction 

Prior Jail Incarcerat. 
34, loon 

.. 

50 

Prior Adult Crim1.'nal Record 
T01'AL 

NO .. Pr i or Adul t Cony ict . 
Pr70r Conviction ',. loon 
;r70r Jail Incarceration 

r1.or State or Federal P'· . r1.Son Term 

Number 

12,533Y 

2,577 
2,130 
4,223 
3,603 

!lInformation on ' 
pr1.or record was missing for 

Percent 

100% 

21% 
17% 
34% 
28% 

4 cases • 

25 



j 
" 

-48-

PRIOR ADULT RECORD 

Approximately 21% (N=2,577~ o~ the 1983 new court_ 
commitments had no prior adult convlctlon. Ano~her 17% (N-~,130) 
had been convicted and received a s~ntence of.elther probat~on or 
some other alternative sentence to lncarceratlon. ~34%) Thlrty 
four percent (N=4,223) had prior convictions for.whlch some or 
all of the sentence included a j~il term and a flnal group of 29% 
(N=3,603) previously served a prison term in eitper a state or a 
federal facility. 

Crime GrouE 

VFO 

Other Coercive 

Property 

Drugs 

TABLE 44 

CRIME GROUP BY PRIOR ADULT RECORD 
FOR 1983 COMMITMENTS 

Prior Adult Record 
Prior Prior --p'rior 

No Prior No Jail Jail Prison 

1,785 1,458 2,595 2,090 
(23%) (18%) <33%) (26%) 

87 66 175 153 
(18%) ( 14%) (36%) (32%) 

921 919 167 217 
(8%) (10%) (41%) (41%) 

396 328 460 439 
(24% ) (20%) (28%) (27%) 

Youthful Offender 142 61 72 2 
(22%) (26%) ( 1 %) (51% ) 

TOTAL 2,577 2,130 4,223 3,603 

Missing cases = 4 

Total 

7,928 
( 100%) 

481 
( 100% ) 

2,224 
( 100% ) 

1 ,623 
( 100% ) 

277 
( 100% ) 

12,533 

The majority of all new commitments had a prior adult 
convictions which included jail sentences. Table 44 shows that 
th~s adult prior record category was the most prevalent for all 
crime groups with the exception of youthful offenders. The table 
shows that most youthful offenders had no prior record. 

(-
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Although 51% of the youthful O:i:l:enders had no prior 
adult criminal recora only 8% of the property offenders fell 
under this same category. Only 10% of the property offenders 
tell into the category of having been convicted but not 
incarceratea. Addit~onally, the highest proportion ot prior 
cOllvictions wl.th Jail ana with prison were in the property 
o~iender category. (This was surprising as l.t is reasonable to 
expect more violent felony offenders in these two prior 
convictlon categories.) As expected youthful oifenaers have the 
lowest proportion of offenders with either prior jailor prior 
prison records. 

An examination of prior criminal record by year in Table 
45 shows that from 1978 througb 1983 there has been a decline in 
the proportion of inmate commitments without prior records. 
There has also been a concomitant increase l.n the proportion of 
new inmates with prior convictions and prior jail time. 

TABLE 45 

PRIOR ADULT RECORD BY YEAR FOR DOCS COf.1MITl'1ENTS 
1978-i983 

Prior Year of Commitment 
Adult Record 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 

No Prior Conviction 26% 25% 25% 23% 24% 

Prior Conviction 14% 16% 18% 17% 17% 

Prior Jail 30% 32% 30% 32% 33% 

Prior Pr iS011 30% 27% 27% 28% 26% 

1983 

20% 

17% 

34% 

29% 

TOTAL 7,178Y 7,586!?/ 7,954 10,311 lO,402d/12,534~/ 

YHissing cases = 54 .2/rvlissing cases = 5 
Q!r.Iissing cases = 8 £irHssi11g cases = 1 

Yl<Iissing cases = 3 

Table 46 displays th(e mean 'ano mefJian values tor 
t=;ouca tional level, age, minimum and maximum sentences for the 
fo ur l:ypes of prior aaul t recoras. The val ues for education, 
age, ana minimum sentences seem to be in line with tne total 
population values for all adult prior record categories. In the 
maximum sentence col umn the val ues for the "no prior conv ictl.on" 
and the "prior conviction with a prl.sol1 sentence" categories are 
substantially higher than the population values. Thl.s was not 
surprising in the case of persons with prior prison records as 
they are expected to have longer maJdmums (as well as minimums) 
but the "no prior conviction category" values were unexpected. 
This may be the result of a number oi Hurder and Nanslaughter 
convl.ctions among the ii.rst time offenders. 

11 . 
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To test this 'notion Table 47 presents an examination of 
the mean and median values for the same variables but only for 
violent felony offenders (i.e. controlling for crime type). The 
resulting values show what would be expected. That is, inmates 
with the highest minimum and maximum sentences were those who 
have had prior convictions involving prison sentences. 

!ABLE 46 

MEAN AND MEDIAN VALUES FOR EDUCATION, AGE, 
MINIMUM AND MAXIMUM SENTENCES BY ADULT 

RECORD FOR ALL 1983 COMMITMENTS 

(N=12,533) 

Years Years Months Months 
Education Age Minimum Maximum 

Mean Medilm ~ Median ~ ~edian Mean Median Adult Record 

No Prior Conviction 
(N=2,577) 10.5 10.1 25.3 22.9 40.7 23.9 108.6 71.8 

Prior without Jail 
(N=2,130) 10.3 9.9 25.1 22.9 35.8 23.8 91.7 59.9 

Prior with Jail 
(N=4,223) 9.9 9.7 25.4 23.5 34.4 23.7 78.8 53.9 

Prior with Prison 
(N=3,603) 10.7 10.7 30.8 29.5 46.7 30.0 94.5 60.3 

Missing Cases = 4 

!ABLE 47 

MEAN AND MEDIAN VALUES FOR EDUCATION, AGE, 
MINIMUM AND MAXIMUM SENTENCES BY ADULT 

RECORD FOR 19 £13 VFO COMMITMENTS 

(N=7,925) 

-------------~Years Years Months Months 

Adult Record 
Education Age Minimum Maximum 
~ !1edian!1.!..2E Median ~ Median :Bean Median 

No Prior Conviction 
(N=1,783) 10.2 9.8 24.3 21.9 46.4 24.3 110.0 72.2 

Prior Without Jail 
(N=1,458) 10.1 9.8 24.2 22.1 41.2 24.2 98.9 72.0 

Prior with Jail 
(N=2,594) 9.8 9.6 24.6 22.8 42.7 24.4 95.2 71.8 

Prior With Prison 
(N=2,090) 10.7 10.5 29.7 28.6 61.0 42.4 119.5 95.6 

---------------- MiSSing Cases = 3 

, . . 

----_. _. -~ .. -
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1ABLE 48 

PRIOR ADULT RECORD BY GENDER 
FOR 1983 COMNITMENTS 

Gender 
Hale _--1'emale Number Percent Number Perce~ 

No Prior ConViction 2,445 20.2% 132 30.1% 
Conviction w/o 
Incarceration 2,052 17.0% 78 17.8% 

Prior Jail 4,042 33.4% 182 41.6% 
Prior Prison 

. 
3,557 29.4% 46 10.5% 

TOTAL 12,096 100.0% ill 100.0% 

MiSSing Cases = 3 

, Table 48 shows that the . . . 
pr~or conVictions was higher thanP~~~ort:~~n ?~ women Without any 
were ,also disproportionately ov propo~t:~on of men. Women 
comm~tments with prior jail er~epres~ntea ~ong the 
unaerrepresenteci ar.long the rec<?ras, ana, they are 

corr~~tments w~tn pr;or pr' ... ~son records. 

: " 
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FIGURE X 

REGION OF COMMITMENT FOR 1983 COMMITMENTS 

'/ Upstate counties 
I' 17% .. 

Recion of Cornrni-tment 

TOTAL STATE 

New York City~/ 
Suburban N.Y.C.BI 
Ups;ta te 

, '. I . ' 

New York City 
71% 

Number 

12,537 

8,945 
1,485 
2,107 

Percent 

100% 

71% 
12% 
17% 

-----------------------------------------------
~/Kings, Queens, New York, Richmond ana Bronx 

Counties. 
B/Includes counties of Nassau, Rocklana, 

Su~folk and Westchester. 

------_. ---.-
-53-

REGION OF COMMITMENT 

Of the 12,537 new court commitments, 71% came from the 
five New York City counties, while 12% came from the suburban New 
York City counties (Nassau, Suffolk, Westchester, and Rockland). 
The remaining 17% of commitments were sentenced from other 
upstate N.Y. counties. 

Region 

New York City 

Upstate N.Y. 

Suburban N.Y. 

TABLE 49 

REGION OF COMMITMENT BY YEAR 
FOR DOCS COMMITMENTS 1978-1983 

Year of Commitment 
1218 121~ 1280 1 ~81 

4,602 4,802 5,114 6,910 
(64%) (63%) (64%) (67%) 

1,674 1,877 1 ,802 2,045 
(23%) (25%) (23%) (20%) 

956 915 1 ,043 1 ,356 
(13%) ( 12%) (13%) (13~1) 

7,232 7,594 7,959 10,311 ( 100% ) (100%) ( 100% ) ( 100%) 

1982 1983 

7,005 8,946 
(67%) (71%) 

1 ,982 2,106 
(19%) (17%) 

1 ,416 1 ,485 
(14%) ( 12%) 

10,403 12,537 
( 100%) ( 100%) 

Table 49 shows that the proportion of commitments from 
the New York City counties has been rising since 1978, While the 
proportion of Suburban N.Y.C. commitments has remained consistent, 
and the proportion of Upstate N.Y. commitments has been declining 
since 1979. 



Region VFO 

N. Y. C. 6,152 
(78%) 

Upstate 981 
- (12%) 

Suburban N.Y.C. 795 
(10%) 

7,928 
(100%) 
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TABLE 50 

REGION BY CRIME GROUP 
FOR 1983 COMMITMENTS 

Crime GrouE 
Other 

Coercive propert~ Drugs 

322 1,107 1,188 
(67%) (50%) (73%) 

104 770 189 
(22%) (35% ) (12%) 

55 350 247 
(11%) 

\ (16%) (15%) 

481 2,227 1,624 
(100%) (100%) (100%) 

Youthful 
Offender Total -----

176 8,945 
(64%) (71% ) 

63 2,107 
(23% ) (17%) 

38 1,485 
(14%) (12%) 

277 12,537 
(100%) (100%) 

Table 50 shows the regional distribution of commitments by 
crime group for 1983. In this Table, N.Y.C. is responsible for a 
disproportionately higher amount of VFO commitments than the other 
two regions. The distribution of property offenses are also skewed 
in that Suburban N.Y.C. counties accounted for more than their share 
of these offenders while the proportion of these offenses 
contributed by N.Y.C. counties was significantly lower. 
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1ABLE 51 

REGION OF COMMITMENT BY AGE 
FOR 1983 COMMITMENTS 

Region 
N. Y. C. -.!!l2.§.t~~ __ Suburban NYC- Total 

N~ Percent Burnb~ PerceQE Number lercent Number Percent - -~~= 
16-20 2,062 

21-24 2,198 

25-29 1,974 

30-34 1,061 

23% 

25% 

22% 

12% 

475 

496 

484 

242 

23% 

23% 

23% 

12% 

304 

359 

334 

162 

35 Plus 1,650 18% 410 19% 326 

8,945 IOO'i 2,107 100% 1,485 

21% 2,841 

24% 3,053 

22% 2,792 

11% 1,465 

22% 2,386 

100% 12,537 

-------- --------------------------

f . Table 51 shows the relationship between age and region 

23% 

24% 

22% 

12% 

19% 

100% 

o c?mm~tment. For each age category the pro ortion of 
comm~tments fro~ each region is stable indica~ing no 
overrepresentat~on from any region. age specific~ 
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Table 52 compares the mean and median values of 
education, age, minimum and maximum sentences for the new 
commitments from different regions of the state. The values for 
the four variables broken out by region are on par with the mean 
and median values for all new commitments. The only anomaly 
appears to be the fact that the minimum and maximum sentences for 
Suburban New York City county commitments are the highest of the 
three regions. Table 53 shows increases in both the minimum and 
maximum sentences for all regions when only examining VFO 
offenders with no prior conviction. In this attempt to control 
for crime type and prior criminal history it is seen that the 
N.Y.C. region had the lowest minimum and maximum sentences while 
the other two regions had comparable sentence dispositions. 

Region 

New York 
(8,946) 

Upstate 
(2,106) 

Suburban 
(1,485 ) 

!ABLE 52 

MEAN AND MEDIAN EDUCATION, AGE, MINIMUM AND 
MAXIMUM SENTENCE BY REGION FOR 

1983 COMMITMENTS 

______ ~(=N=_12,531J ________ ~------~--~--
Years Years Months Months 

- lwl~nTmum -- --"Ma-ximUin--
Educa tion A.s.e ... __ Sentence Sentence 

, MeaE. Median Mean Median ~ ~edian ~ean-~i_~ 

City 
10.1 9.8 26.7 24.9 39.6 24.2 91.9 

10.8 10.4 27.2 25.2 37.7 23.8 85.4 

NYC 
11.3 11.2 27.5 25.4 41.2 24.1 98.8 

TABLE 53 

MEAN AND MEDIAN EDUCATION, AGE, MINIMUM AND 
MAXIMUM SENTENCY BY REGION FOR VFO AND 

NO PRIORS FOR 1983 COMMITMENTS 

60.2 

53.6 

59.5 

______ . ___________ ~--__ --__ ~(~N~=lL7,~8~3~)----~~~, _________ ~~~ 
Years Years Months Months 

Minimum - Maxf'mum--
Education _____ ~e _ Sentence Sentence 
~ Medi~ ~ Median ~ean Median ~ean ~edian 

New York City 
( N= 1 , 3 45 ) 9 • 9 9.6 23.7 21.6 43.3 24.2 105.0 72.1 

Upstate 
(N=231) 10.9 10.5 26.5 24.7 54.2 28.6 125.8 84.2 

Suburban NYC 
(N=207) 11.2 10.9 25.3 22.4 57.6 30.4 124.7 84.2 

---

I 
I 
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Prior Adult 
Record 
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TABLE 54 

REGION OF COMMITMENT BY PRIOR ADULT RECORD 
FOR 1983 COMMITMENTS 

Region 
Suburban 

N.Y.C. N.Y.C. Upstate , Total Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
No Prior 
Conviction 1,763 19.7~ 405 27.2~ 409 19.5~ 2,577 
Prior w/o 
Incarceration 1,582 17.7~ 200 13.5% 348 16.5% 2,130 
Prior With 
Jail 2,990 33.4~ 521 35. U 713 33.9% 4,224 
Prior With 
Prison 2,610 29.2% 359 24.2% 634 30.1% 3,603 
TOTAL 8,945 100.0% 1,485 100.0% 2,104 100.0% 12,534 

Missing case = 3 

TABLE 55 

REGION OF COMMITMENT BY GENDER 
FOR 1983 COMMITMENTS 

Gender 
Region. of 

Male Female Comllli tment Number Percent Number Percent 
New York City 8,689 71.8% 257 58.7% 
Upstate New York 1,990 16.4~ 116 26.5% 
Suburban N.Y.C. 1,420 11 .8% 65 14.8% 

TOTAL 12,099 100.0% m 100.0% 

---~----

Table 55 indicates that a higher proportion of men than 
~omen w~re committed from the five New York City counties thus 
lncreaslng the relative proportion of female commitments from 
Upstate and Suburban counties. 

20.6% 

16.9% 

33.7% 

28.8% 

100.0% 
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FIRST AND SECPND FELONY OFFENDERS" 

To enable the State to deal more harshly with repeating 
offenders New York created second felony and persistent felony 
offender laws. The laws mandate longer sentences for these 
offenders while making it more difficult for them to plea bargain 
for lower sentences. A second felony offender is a person with 
one'(or more) prior felony conviction who stands convicted of 
another felony (one other than a Class A type crime since it is 
assumed that as a Class A felon the individual will receive a 
life se~tence). The law requires that the previous felony 
conviction in question must have occurred no more than ten years 
prior to the present offense when secon.d felony offender status 
is being considered. 

If a second felony offender status is given, the law 
mandates that the minimum term will be set at one-half of the 
maximum term instead of at the usual one-third of the maximum. 

o 

.. 
to 

.:;:­ , 

", 

c 

, 

o 

'" 



~ 

" ...... ,,\ 
1: 

\ .. 

TABLE 56 

NUMBER OF COMMITMENTS SENTENCED AS FIRST AND SECOND 'FELONY OFFENDERS 
. 1978-1983 

!;;ommitllent Offense 191BaL 1979bL 1980cL 1981 1982dL 1983eL_ 
First Second First Second First second First Second rirst Second First Second 
Felony relonl( Felony Felonl( relonl( Felonl( relonl( !',!!lonl( relonl( Fdonl( relonl( Fdonl( TOTAL ~,802 2,422 5,lU 2,443 5,426 2,528 6,467 3,8U 6,5118 3,894 7,172 5,363 

A. Violent Felony Of tenses 2,279 1,082 2,871 1,254 3,249 1,301 4,231 2,005 4,UO 2,135 5,029 2,896 
(as defined by law) 

Murder 165 8 190 9 260 13 271 38 388 2 335 1 
Atte.pted Hurder 38 20 42 21 U 18 90 35 82 35 lOO 46 

Manslaughter iet 239 62 269 70 308 45 381 67 321 71 323 66 

Rape let 127 56 157 59 176 54 142 62 163 57 164 17 

Robbery 1st 566 2114 703 2., 823 325 1,213 581 1,334 536 1,513 699 

Robbery 2nd 613 280 838 328 878 329 1,155 465 1,040 468 1,175 668 
Assault 1st 104 26 126 40 105 40 152 U 130 )8 136 51 

F 

Assault 2nd 107 52 124 62 114 58 109 57 113 61 111 60 

.? 

Burglary 1st 16 6 21 14 33 5 U 2fi 57 37 114 64 

\ 

Burglary 2nd .. U 117 96 166 134 255 204 U6 411 592 646 

Arson 2nd 11 3 38 8 38 12 35 15 53 11 49 10 

Bodoay let 34 13 57 19 47 14 66 II 64 19 58 17 

01 Seaual Abuse IBt 42 15 49 15 U 24 :08 18 51 18 64 l4 

LO 
Dangerou. Weapon. 114 190 125 221 197 225 24' 3U 223 364 269 449 

Kidnapping It 3 15 4 12 5 10 10 15 7 26 8 
11'. 

" Other Felony OffenBee 2,108 1,339 1,895 1,189 1,868 J.,227 .' 1,920 1,838 1,763 1,759 1,863 2,467 

". 

1. OffenBe. Involving 
Violence/coercion 511 341 333 231 265 181 229 210 188 189 232 249 
Hanslaughter 2nd 103 32 92 22 fi7 19 61 15 61 10 66 9 

Cr ill. Neg. Doa. 20 5 23 4 19 4 19 5 17 10 20 3 

Rape 2nd, 3rd 20 10 5 7 7 2 11 2 13 5 12 5 

Robbery 3rd 335 256 192 164 150 132 117 153 83 115 121 193 
Att. Aae.ult 2nd 33 311 21 l4 22 24 21 35 14 49 13 39 

2. property, Drug and 
Other Offense. 1,597 998 1,562 958 1,603 1,046 1,691 1,629 1,575 1,570 1,631 2,218 Burglary lrd 452 556 414 537 497 581 517 942 341 614 271 712 

Grand Larceny 124 153 99 128 111 142 142 192 129 183 100 319 

Drug. 7110 65 8lS 65 17fi 110 75fi 281 814 429 974 fi51 
<> 

Forgery 31 ~J U 63 46 63 46 82 56 108 52 147 
All Other relonie. 158 80 139 71 131 66 142 99 145 101 162 143 
stolen 'roperty 52 85 56 88 42 84 88 132 90 135 72 246 

c. JouthfUl Offender. US 1 377 n 309 0 31fi 1 265 0 280 0 

11 
a/ missing cases :: 8 d/ missinq cases = 1 .. 
bl missinq cases :: 8 e/ missinq cases :: 2 

n 
c/ missinq cases :: 5 
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l'ABLE 57 

PERCENT SENTENCED AS FIRST OR SECOND FELONY OFFENDER BY COMMITMENT OFFENSE TYPE 
1978-198i 

~oa.itaent Olten .. 1118 U711 U!i ~'81 U82 
Secona 

ItB~ 
rIr.E 8econa rlnE iecOi\cl Pint Secona rlnE Second fInE Flnt Sftcond 
re10ny relony relony relony rei on)' !!!.~ felonl relonl !!!!!!!l relonl relonl relonl 

'IO!'AL " .. , 33." n.n l2.n ".n U." l2.n 37.n 12." 37.U 57.2' n.n 
A. Violent relony Offen.e. 

(a. defined by lav) 
17 ... 32.n It." 30." 71." 2 •• " n." 32.n 17.n 32.n 63." U." 

Hurdu '5." t.I' '5." 4." t5.n 4.iI, to." , ... U.St .5' ".n .3" Att .. pted Hurder 1S.5' 34.St ".n 33.3' 72.n 27.n 72.a. 28.0' 70.n 2'." 61.5' U.S, 
Man.l.ugbter 1.t 71 ... 20." 7t." 20." '7.n 12.71 '5.0' 15.0' '1." l'.n '3.0. 17.0. 

J' "1'8 let It.U 30." 72.7' 27.n 71.5' 23.5' It." 30.41 74.U 25." 61.0' 32.0t .1": 
Robbery lat " ... 33.41 70.n 2'.11 71." 2 .... n." 32 ... 71.n 2'.71 liB." n.n .. RObber{ 2nd Ii." 31." 71 ... 28.n 12.71 27.n 71.n 28.n It.Ut 31.0' 13.n u.n 
..'t..J •• u1 let 7t ... 20.n 11.0. 24.01 12." 21." 76.0' 2 •• 0' 77." 22." 72.n 27.:" A .. ault 2nd n.n l2.n ".7' 33.3, Ii.n 33.n 61." 3 •• U u.n 35.U u.n 35.n 
Burglary 1.t 72.n 27.n lO.Ot 40.0t Ii." ll.n 114." 35.n 60." lI.U U.Ot U.O' I Burglary 2nd 51." 43.2' 54." 45.1\ 55.n ".71 55." ".U 52.0t U.a. n.e. 52.2t C- Anon 2nd 7 •• " 21.41 82." 17.41 71.0' 2t.0' 70.0t 30.0t 12.lt 17.21 8l.0t 27.0. 'D 8odoar 1.t 72.n 27.71 75.0t 25.Ut 77.0t 23.0' 61.0' 32.0~ 77.n 22." 77.n 22.n I 
Seaua Abuee 1.t 73.n 26.3t 76." 23.41 ".71 35.n 71.n 23.n 73." 21.U 65.3' 34.n 
Dangerou. We.pone 37.5' 12.5' lIi.n n." ".7' 53.n n." 5'.6'1 3'.0' 62.0' 37.5' U.5t '" I1dnapp1ng 11.41 n ... 7'.n 21.n 70 ... 2t." 50.0' 50.G' ".21 31." 76.5' 23.5' 

B. Otber re10ny Offen.e. Il.ll 38." n ... 38." 60." It.'' 51.n ..... 50.0' 50.at 43.0' 57.0' 
1. Offen ... Involving 

Vl01ence/co~rclon 51." to.n 5'.Ot 41.0t 51.t' to." 52.2' 41.8' ".n 50.n 4B.n 51.at 
Man.l.ughter 2nd 1I.n 23.71 80.71 n.n 77.n 22.n 80.n !t.n 15.n 14.n 8B.Ut 12.0' Crill. lleg. Ho.. 71 ... 23.n 15.2. 14 .... 12." 17 ... 79.21 20.8' n.o, 37.0t 87.0t ll.Ut "r: 2nd, 3rd ".71 n.n 41.71 51.n 77.8' 22.21 ..... 15.U 72.2' 27." 70." n." 10 bery 3rd 51.n n.n 53." 46.2' 53.n ..... n.n 56.71 41." 5'.n 38.5t 1l.5t Att. .. .. u1t 2nd .1.5' 51.51 lI.n 'I ... 41." 52.21 37.51 12.51 n.u 77." 25.0' 75.a. 

~ 2. Property, Drug and , 
Otbu Often ... 11.51 3'.5' 62.0, 38.0, 60.5t lI.5' 50." ".n 50.n ..... n." 51." 
Burglary 3rd 44.8' 55.n n.5' 56.5' 4I.U 53." 38.0' U .0' 35.fit 114.21 21." 72.41 ., 

~ Grand Larceny ".n 55.21 U.3t 58.n 41." 56.U 42.5' 57.5' 41.n 5'.7' 23.8t 76.2' /1 Druge 12.n 7.71 12." 7.U 17." 12.41 72." 27.n 65.5t 34.51 5 •• " to.n J) rorgery 3 .... 65.U U.2t 56.8t n.n 57.8, 35.n U.U H.U 65.n 21.n n.n 
if All Other Felon1 •• II ... 33." U.3t 35.n 66.5' 33.5' -58.'" 41." 5 •• " Il.~t 53.0t n.Ut 
l' 8tolen property :!7 ... l2.lt 38." 61.n 33.3t ".71 to.O' 60.0' .0.Ot O. , 22." 71." 11 
11 c. Youtbful Oftendera tl.St .2' 100.0' .0' 00.0' 0.0' ".n .3' 100.0' .Dt 10tl.Ut 0.0". 
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FIRST AND SECOND FELONY OFFENDERS 
BY REGION OF COt-'UHTlvlENT FOR 1983 COHIUTFlENTS 

Region 
Felony Suburban 
Status N. Y. C. UEstate N. Y. C. Total 

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

First 5,131 (57%) 1,163 (55%) 878 (59%) 7,172 (57%) 

Second 3,815 (43 %) 941 (45%) 607 (41%) 5,363 (43 %) 

TOTAL 8,946 (100%) 2,104 (100%) 1,485 (100%) 12,535 (100% ) 

Bissing Cases = 2 

Tables 56 and 57 present information on the nillaber and 
relative proportion of first and second felony' offenClers among 
the 1983 new court commitments. In 1983 7,172 or (57.2%) of the 
commitments were first time felony offenders \,lhile 5,363 or 
(42.8%) ~lere second felony offenders. Of the second felony 
offenders 111 or 2.1% of thaa were convicted as persistent felony 
oifenaers. For the purposes of discussion the persistent felons 
"were grouped with the second felony offenaers. Since 1980 the 
prof'ortion of second felony offenaers has been increasing from 
31.8% in 1980 to 42.8% in 1983. 

Table 57 shows that the proportion of second felony 
offenders among the 1982 ne\,l court commitments was 37%, and in 
1983 43% of the new court commitments were second felony 
offenders. Table 58 reveals that the proportion of both first 
ana secona felony offenaers has been consistent for all three 
regions. (It should be pointed out that some commitments in the 
firs~ felony category have served prior prison terms, since 
persons convicted of Class A felony crimes are not sentenced 
under second felony oifenCier provisions even though they may have 
a ~rior felony conviction and/or a prior prison term. In 
aaa~tion, a :f:,Jortion of those ~n the first felony category have 
servea a prior state prison term under Youthful Offenaer status.) 

For those who have two or more prior ielony' convict~ons 
and WilO presently stand convicted of anotner felony there is the 
perSistent felony offender status. When it is aetermined that a 
aeienaant meets the criteria for persistent felony status the 
sentence imposed is the same as that for a Class A felony (~.e. a 
maximum of life). While the Second Felony Oitender Sentencing 
Act should be appliea to aefendants who satisfy its legal 
aefinitions, the sanctions may be applied at the discretion of 
the courts. A pers~stent ielony sentence ~s manaatory \'lhere both 
the inscant offense and two predicate felony convictions are for 
v~olent felony orrenses. Otherw~se the persistent felony 
sentence is discretionary. 
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Tabl e S9 e}~aInines the mean and median val ues for :co ur 
key variables: education, age, minimum and ma~dmum sentences for 
1st and 2nd F'elony Offenders. The age of first offenders is 
younger than the ~eneral population as is ,their educ~tional 
ll::vel. As e;{pected the minimum sentence tor second telony 
offenaers is higher than that for first offenders and that of the 
I..iol?ula tion of 1983' new co urt commitments. The maximum sentence 
length for second felony offenders \'las surpr isingly 10\'ler than 
those for first felony offenders. What may account for these 
higher ma4dmum sentences among the first felony offenders is that 
certa~n A-Felony crimes {e.g. several types of drug offenses and 
Nuraer offenses} do not have provisions for sentencing as a 
second felony offender. 

The values in Table 60 reflect information for onll'­
v~olent felony offenaers who have had no previous cr~m~nal 
convictions. It shows that once you control for offense type and 
pn.or criminal history the expectation of higher minimum ana 
maximum sentences for second felony offenders does exist. 

TABLE 59 

IvlEAN ~.ND I'-'lEDIAJ:.1 VALUES FOR EDUCATION, AGE, NINHIUN AND 
NAXIl'lUN S.8NTENCES BY 1st AND 2no FELONY STATUS 

FOR ALL 1983 COfiINITlvlENTS 

(N=12, 535) 

Years Years I10nths r·lonths 
r,hnimuIil !iJ.aximum 

Felony Status 
Education Age sentence sentence 

Hean Nedian ~ Nedian 111ean Median Hean Nedian 

First Felony 
(N=7,172) 12,2 9.8 25.5 23.1 38.4 23.5 98.7 71.5 

second Felony 
( £.1= 5 , 3 63) 10 • 6 10.3 28.8 27.3 40.9 29.7 82.1 59.7 

H~ssing Cases = 2 
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TABLE 60 

MEAN AND MEDIAN VALUES FOR EDUCATION, AGE, MINIMUM AND 
MAXIMUM SENTENCES BY 1st AND 2nd FELONY STATUS 

First Felony 
(N=1,677) 

Second Felony 
(N=106) 

FOR VFO COMMITMENTS WITH NO PRIOR 
FELONY CONVICTIONS FOR 1983 

(N=1,783) 

Years Years 

Education Age 
~ Medran ~~ Median 

10.2 9.8 24.1 21.'7 

10.5 10.2 26.0 25.3 

Months 
. Minimwn 

Sentence 
~ Median 

44.9 24.2 

69.3 57.7 

Months 
Maximwn 
Sentence 

~ean Median 

108.2 72.2 

139.0 119.6 
____ 1' _______________ 

~ABLE 61 

FIRST AND SECOND FELONY STATUS BY GENDER 
FOR 1983 COMMITMENTS 

Male 
Gende::;,;r=---=-_-=-_ 

Female 
Felony §.~a tus 

First Felony 

Second Felony 

Number' 

6,865 

5,232 

Percent 

56.7% 

43.3% 

Number P~rcent 

307 70.1% 

131 29.9% 

TOTAL 12,097 100.0% 438 100.0% 

Missing Cases = 2 

Table 61 shows that there is a higher proportion of 
female first offenders than male first offenders, and that for 
males the ratio of first to second felons is close to 1:1 while 
for females that ratio is more than 2:1. 
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FIGURE XI 

COMMITMENTS WITH PRIOR HISTORY OF DANGEROUS DRUG USAGE 
1983 COMMITMENTS 

Non-Drug Users 
30' 

Commitments with Prior 
Dangerous Drug Usage 

<TOTAL COMMITMENTS 

c 

s'o 

Prior History of Drug Usage 
No Prior HistorY'of Drug Usage 

Drug Users 
70' 

Number 

l2,188!! 

8,504 
3,684 

Percent 

100\ 

70\ 
3o, 

YInformation on drug use was missing for 349 cases. 
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DRUG USE 

This section contains information on the prior drug use 
of p~rsons con~aitted to DOCS custody. During the 
reception/classification procedures new commitments are asked 
whether they currently use drugs or whether they have at sorile 
time in the past. The information in this section is based upon 
the response of new con~itments to this question. This item is 
only a crude indicator of drug usage; it does not take into 
consideration what type of drugs were used, how often they were 
used, or over what time period drug usage occurred. 

Of the 1983 new court commitments who reported on their 
drug use habits 70% a&aitted that they had previously used drugs. 

Table 62 shows that the proportion of self aamitted 
users among the ne\'l court commitments has remained stable at 
approx1ruate1y 60% from 1978 thru 1982. In 1983 the proportion of 
amuitted users increased dramatically to 70%. It is hard to 
aetermine if this phenomena is a short term anomaly or if it is 
the start of a new trend in the data en drug use. 
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TABLE 62 

DRUG USE BY YEAR FOR 1978-1983 DOCS COMMITMENTS 

Year of Commitment 
Drug Use 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 

Drug User 4,349 4,547 4,708 5,933 6,431 8,504 
(61% ) (60% ) (60~) (59% ) (62%) (70% ) 

Non-Drug User 2,834 3,001 3,195 4,157 3,898 3,684 
<39%) (40%) (40S) (41%) (38%) (30% ) 

TOTAL 7,183!/ 7,548£1 7,903£/ 10,0BS:dl 10,329~1 12,188fl 
(100%) ( 100%) ( 1 OOS) ( 100%) (100% ) ( 100%) 

.!/Missing Cases = 49 
!2/Missing Cases = 46 
,£/Missing Cases = 56 
£VMissing Cases = 223 
e/Missing Cases = 74 
.!:lMissing Cases = 349 

TABLE 63 

DRUG USE BY ETHNIC STATUS FOR 1983 COMMITMENTS 

Ethnic Status 
Puerto 

Drug Use White Black Rican Other Total 

User 2,154 4,251 2,066 33 8,504 
(69%) (67%) (78%) (60%) (70% ) 

Non-User 983 2,101 578 22 3,684 
(31% ) (33S) (2,2% ) (40%) (30% ) 

TOTAL 3,137 6,352 2,644 55 12,188 
( 100%) (100S) (100% ) ( 10 OS) ( 1 00%) 

Missing cases = 349 

Table 63 shows that the proportion of inmates admitting 
to drug use waj highest among Puerto Rican inmates at 78%. This 
finding was consistent with information about 1982 commitments as 
Puerto Rican inmates made up the highest proportion of drug 
users. 
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Age on 
Commitm~ 

16-20 Years 

21-24 Years 

25-29 Years 

30-34 Years 

35-39 Years 

40 Plus 

TOTAL 
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TABLE 64 , 

DRUG USE BY AGE FOR 1983 COMMITMENTS 

Dr'ug User .. 
Number Percent --
2,242 84S 

1,927 64S 

1 ,909 70% 

1,047 73% 

596 65% 

783 56% 

8,50,4 

Missing 

Dl~Ug Use Sta tus 
Not, Drug User 

Number Percent 

437 16% 

1,073 36S 

832 30% 

397 27% 

3'24 35% 

621 44% 

3,684 

cases = 349 

Total 
Number Per"C'erit 

2,679 100% 

3,000 100% 

2,741 100% 

1,444 100% 

920 100% 

1,1.I04 100% 

12,HrB 

. Table 64 indi~ates that the reporting of drug use by 
l~mates ma~ be a functlon of age as younger inmates report a 
dlsproportlonate use of drugs. In addition, the proportion of 
~rug usage decreases as the age of the reporting inmate 
lncreases. 

TABLE 65 

DRUG USE BY GENDER FOR 1983 COMMITMENTS 

Gender 
Male-" Female Drug Use Status Number Percent Number Percent 

Drug User. 8,232 70. a 272 62.2% 
Non User 3,519 29.9% 165 37.8% 

TOTAL 11 ,751 100.0% 437 100.0% 

'-~J Missing Cases = 349 

Table 65 reports that the proportion of male drug users 
was slightly higher than their female counterparts. 

\. 
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TABLE 66 

DRUG USE BY CRIME GROUP FOR 1983 COMMITMENTS 

Drug Use Status 
Crime Groul2 Drug-User Non-User .. ' Total .... _ 

Number Percent Number Percent Number Per(;e'.1t --.' .. ~""'~ 

VFO 5,271 69% 2,400 31% 7,671 100% 

Other Coercive 296 64% 168 36% 464 100% 

Property 1,489 68% 699 32% 2,188 100% 

Drugs 1 ,231 77% 371 23% 1,602 100% 

Youthful Offender 217 83% 46 17% 263 100% 

8,504 3,684 12, 188 

Missing Cases = 349 

Table 66 shows the breakdown of user/non-user status by 
type of offense. The offense type with the highest.proporti~n of 
drug u~~~s is the Youthful Offender gro~p an~ that 1S ~n art1fact 
of the a~~urent age-drug use relationsh1p wh1ch was p01nte~ out 
earlier. The offender group with the next highest proport10n of 
drug use were those inmates convicted of rlrug related offenses. 
Table 67 shows that when the association between drug ~se (yes or 
no) and conviction of drug related crimes (y~s or no) 15 made, no 
significant relationship found. 

TABLE 67 

DRUG USE BY DRUG CRIMES FOR 1983 COMMITMENTS 

I?!,ug Use Sta tus 
Drug Crime Status User Non-User Total 

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

Drug Crime 1 ,231 14% 371 10% 1,602 13% 

Non-Drug Crime 7,273 86% 3,313 90% 10,586 87% , 

8,504 100% 3,584 100% 12,188 1001" 

Missing Cases = 349 
---------
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TABLE 68 

DRUG USE BY REGION OF COMMITMENT FOR 1983 COMMITMENTS 

Drug Use Status 
Reg~ol'l, of Commitment Drug User . Non-Drug User Total 

Number Percent Number Percent Numbe I~ Percent 
New York City 6,084 70% 2,577 30% 8,661 100% 
Upstate New York 1,446 70% 629 30% 2,075 100% 
Suburban N.Y.City 974 67% In8 33% 1,452 100% 

8,504 3,684 12,188 

Mi5sing.ca5es = 349 

Table 68 displays the proportion of drug users from the 
three major regions of the state. The proportional distribution 
of drug users from each region is fairly equivalent and well 
within the normal range for the regional distribution of all new 
court commitments. 
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Table 69 reveals th~t the mean and median values of 
education, age, minimum and ma~imum sentences for both drug users 
and non-users were very similar to those of the population of new 
commitments. In comparison to each other the values of 
education, minimum and maximum sentences appear to be similar for 
both users and non-users. As expe.cted, users appear to be 
younger than their non-user counterparts. 

TABLE 69 

MEAN AND MEDIAN VALUES FOR EOUCATION, AGE, MINl;MUM 
AND MAXIMUM SENTENCES BY DRUG USE FOR 1983 COMMITMENTS 

Drug Use 
Status -----
User 
(N=8,497) 

Non-User 
(N=3,663) 

(N=12,160) 

Years Years 
~-

Education Age 
~ean Median ,ttean ~edian 

10.3 9.9 26.1 

Months 
-M-'~~' n;";imum:;';"';""-

Sentence 
,ttean ,ttedian 

24.~ 

10.5 10.3 28.8 26.1 43 Q (' 24.2 

Missing Cases Q 377 

88.5 

99.2 

59.6 

60.4 

I i 

I ! 
,1 
I I 

i ! 
I! 

75 
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FIGURE Xli. 

MARITAL STATUS OF 1983 COMMITMENTS TO DOCS 

Divorced 
Separated or 

Widowed 
9% 

Common Law Marriage 
19% 

~.arried 
16% 

Marital Status on Commitment 

TOTAL 

Single 
Married 
C~mmon Law Marriage 
Dlvorced, Separated, Widowed 

~Information on marital status was 

Single 
56% 

Number 

12,502Y 

7,036 
2,406 
2,019 
1,041 

Percent 

100% 

56% 
16% 
19% 

9% 

missing for 34 cases. 

----- ...•... -
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Among the 1983 n~w court ,?ommitment~ 5~% were si~gle 
and never had been married at the t~me of th:~r ~nca~cerat~on. 
Another 19% were involved in common-law marr~a~es wh~le 16% were 
listed as being married. The ~ma1lest p~oport~on of the n~w 
commitments, 8%, were either d~vorced, w~dowed or separatea. 

TABLE 70 

MARITIAL STATUS BY YEAR 1978-1983 DOCS COMMITMENTS 

,- . 

Marital Year of Commitment 
Status 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 _1982-

Single 4,115 4,363 4,513 5,906 5,906 7,036 
(57%) (58%) (57%) (58%) (57%) (50% ) 

Common Law 1,021 1,048 1,145 1,606 1,746 2,406 
(14%) (14%) (15%) (16%) (17%) (19%) 

Married 1,241 1,297 1,408 1,747 1,666 2,019 
(17%) (17 %) (18%) (17%) (16%) (16%) 

Div-Sep-Widow 811 834 840 986 1,008 1,041 
(11%) (11%) (11%) (10%) (10%) (8%) 

TOTAL 7 l8Sa/ 7-s42b/ 7,911£/1o,2459/10,326£/12,502£/ 
(100%) - (100%)- (100%) (100%) (100%) (100%) 

~/Missing Cases = 44 
B/Missing Cases = 52 
£/Missing Cases = 48 
g/Missing Cases = 66 
~/Missing Cases 77 
!/Missing Cases = 35 

According to Table 70 the proportional dis~ribution of 
marital status among new court commitments has rema~ned stable 
since 1978 with no significant changes in the relative size of 
the marriage status categories over timee 

----------------

Crime Group 

VFO 

Other CoerC1.ve 

Property 

Drugs 
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TABLE 71 

HARITIAL STATUS BY CRIBE GROUP FOR 
1983 COiiJ.XvlITNENTS 

Ivlarital status 
Never Common Divorce 

Narried Law I·lar r ied v'lidow/Separa te 

4,743 1,440. 1,146 577 
(60%) (18% ) (15% ) (7%) 

279 83 69 48 
(58% ) (17% ) (14%) (11% ) 

1,180 386 399 255 
(53 %) (17%) (18%) (12% ) 

563 496 400 160 
(35% ) (31% ) (25% ) (9%) 

Youthful Offender 271 1 5 1 
(97% ) (1% ) (1% ) (1%) 

TOTAL 7,036 2,406 2,019 1,041 

Missing Cases = 35 

Total 

7,906 
(100%) 

479 
(100% ) 

2,220 
(100%) 

1,619 
(100% ) 

278 
(100% ) 

12,502 

Table 71 shows the proportional distribution of marital 
scatus for the five crime groups. The distribution for VFO, 
Other Coercive, ana Property Crime ofienaers were similar and 
were consistent with the marital distribution of the 1983 
popula tion oi new commitments. The distribution for both Drug 
ana Youtntul Offenders does vary significantly. For Youthful 
Oifenaer s the overwhelming maj ori ty of commi tments were single 
(1. e. 97%) and this can be explained by the assumption that 

younger persons are less likel,Y to be involved in marital types 
of arrangemencs. For Drug Offenders the size of the single group 
oi 1.1~ates shrinks wh1.1e the size of common-law ana married 
inmates increases. 
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Tabl e 72 shoYls the mean and meaian vall,les ior io ur k<:y 
variables among tne diiierent tYiJes of marital status groups. 
EClUcational Lt:vel: Divorced, vVidmved and IvIarried inmates were 
the best: educated while all other groups were well Ylit'lun the 
expected normal values. Age: D~vorced, Widowed and Separated 
irunatE:s tended to be the oldest oi the inmate marital status 
groul?~ngs. l'linimum sentence: The only marital status group with 
an unusually high minimum sentence were wl.dOwed inmates. l'laximum 
Sentl:!nce: Both widmved ana married inmates had dispropor-
tiona tely high ma~dmum sentences. 

The f inoings on educational level ana age can be 
understood as a function of time as divorced, wl.Qowed, separated 
and married inmates tend to be olaer and thus WOUld have more 
time for educational advancement. The finaings on the 
relationship of marital status to sentencing are not readily 
explainable and may Just be an anomaly of the data. 

To explore this further, Table 73 examines the values of 
the variables among marital status groups controlling for crime 
type and prior convictions. The table shows that the 
introduction of controls intensifies the disparity of sentence 
lengths for widmved l.runates. Thl.s may neaa aadi tional 
examinatl.on at some future point. 

T14.BLE 72 

1:IE~l\j AND HEDIAN VALUES FOR EDUCATION, AGE, HINIHUH AN'D r,lAXIHUfil 
SENTENCES BY l'lARITIAL STATUS FOR ALL 1983 COHIHTIvIENTS 

r'iarital 
Sta tus 

Never Harried 

(N=12,475) 

Years Years 

Education Age 
Hean Hedian Nean Hedian 

Honths 
Hinimum 
Sentence 

Hean Nedian 

( N= 7 , 0 3 6) 10 • 1 9.8 23.8 21.8 36.8 23$9 

Harried 
(N=2,019) 

D~vorced 

(N=511) 

Wiaowed 
(1'1=78) 

Separated 
(N=425) 

Comr,lon-Latll 

(N=2,406) 

11.3 

10.7 

10.6 

10.3 

10.9 31.5 

12.5 35.2 

11.0 39.7 

10.5 34.1 

10.1 28.6 

£I1issing 

30.1 46.5 24.5 

34.0 39.5 24.3 

38.5 58.6 35.3 

32.6 38.5 23.8 

26.9 40.1 24.3 

Cases = 62 

• 

r'-laximum 
Sentence 

86.3 54.5 

108.4 71.6 

92.2 60.5 

135.8 72.3 

87.3 54.1 

92.5 60.1 

n , i 

!I 

I 
I 

v I 
1 

'~ 
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T{\BLE 73 

MEAN AND MEDIAN VALUES FOR EDUCATION AGE M 
SENTENCES BY MARITIAL STATUS FOR 1983' VF~N~~M~t:~N~XIMUM 

'WITH NO PRIOR CONVICTIONS 

(N=1,780) 

Years Years Months Months -----
Marital Education 

- Minimum- -Ma x fin urn-
St£ltus ~ 

Age Sentence Sentence Median ~~ ~i.EE ~ Median ~ Median 
Never Married 
(N=1,187) 9.9 9.6 21.5 19.9 42.8 24.2 103.9 72.0 
Married 
(N=244) 10.6 10.5 30.1 28.0 51.2 28.0 119.6 83.7 

Divorced 
(N=59 ) 12.1 13.4 35.6 34.8 44.6 28.5 120.1 83.8 

Widowed 
(N=16) 11.1 11.3 34.6 31.5 108.5 74.0 232.1 216.5 
Separated 
(N=63) 10.5 10.6 33.7 31.4 56.0 24.7 120.5 73.15 
Common-Law 
(N=211) 10.3 10.2 26.4 25.2 53.9 27.6 117.0 . 72.4 

--

.• i-\ 

~ 
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TABLE 74 

MARITAL STATUS BY GENDER FOR 
1983 COMMITMENTS 

Gende.r 
Male Female 

M~ r i tal Sta tus 

Single 

Number Percent Number Percent 

Maried 

Common Law 

Divorced/Separated 
Widowed 

TOTAL 

6,801 56.4% 

1,965 16.3% 

2,338 19.4% 

961 7.9% 

12,065 100.0% 

Missing Cases = 35 

235 53.8% 

54 12.3% 

68 15.6% 

80 18.3% 

437 100.0% 

Table 74 shows that proportionately fewer females than 
males were marri~d or in common law relationships prior to their 
incarceration. In addition a higher proportion of the women than 
men reported that they were either divorced, separated, or 
widowed. 

II 
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FIGURE XIII 

COUNTRY OF BIRTH FOR 1983 COMtHT~lENTS 

Foreign 
Countries 

8% 

Puerto Rico and 
other U. S. 
Possessi ons 

12% 

Other States 
16% 

Country of Birth 

TOTAL 

New York State 
Other States 
Puerto Rico and U.S. 
Foreign Countries 

sO 

Possessions 

New York State 
64% 

Number 

l2,519Y 

8,078 
1,968 
1,471 
1,002 

Percent 

100% 

64% 
16% 
12% 

8% 

Ylnformation on Country at birth was missing for 18 
cases. 
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COUNTRY OF BIR,1l! 

Over 64% of the 1983 court commitments were born in New 
York State while close to 16% were born in the other states or 
United States possessions (with the exception of Puerto Rico). 
Approximately 12% were born in Puerto Rico and a final 8% were 
foreign born. 

Table 75 examines the countries of origin for new 
commitments during the last six years. New York State and Puerto 
Rico have been consistently reported as the country of birth for 
62% and 12% of the court commitments respectively since 1978. 
During that same time frame the inmates with birthplaces in other 
states has been declining marginally while inmates with foreign 
origins have been increasing slightly. 

TABLE 75 

COUNTRY OF BIRTH BY YEAR 1978-1983 FOR DOCS COMMITMENTS 

Year of Commitment 
Country of Birth 1978 1979 1980 _1~81 --Y982 .-ll.]L 

New York State 4,428 4,710 4,876 6,575 6,432 8,076 
(61%) (62%) (61%) (64%) (62%) (64%) 

Other States 1,561 1,521 1,635 1,885 1,905 1,968 
(22%) (20%) (21%) (18%) (18%) (16%) 

puerto Rico 878 942 948 1,209 1,226 1,471 
(12%) (12%) (12%) (12%) (12%) (12%) 

Foreign Country 350 410 493 643 838 1,002 
(5% ) (6%) (6%) (6%) (8%) (8%) 

TOTAL 7,217,!/ 7,583B/ 7,952£/10,312 10,401g/ 12,517~/ 
(100%) (100%) (100%) (100%) (100%) (100%) 

'!/Missing Cases = 15 
12/Missing Cases = 1 
£/Missing Cases = 7 
g/Missing Cases = 2 
~/Missing Cases 20 = 

-, , 
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TPJ3LE 76 

COUNTRY OF BIRTH BY ETHNIC STATUS FOR 1983 CGrilNITlvlENTS 

Ethnic Status 

Country of Birth Black Wh~te Puerto Rican Total 
New York State 4,438 2,407 1,209 8,054 (55%) (30% ) (15% ) (100%) 
Ol:her States 1,602 325 37 1,964 (82% ) (16% ) (2% ) (100%) 
PUerto Rico 1,469 1,469 

(100%) (100%) 
Foreign Country 498 468 25 991 (50% ) (47%~ (3% ) (100%) 

TOTAL 6,538 3,200 2,740 12,478 
(100%) 

Hissing Cases = 59 

Table 76 i~ a crosstabulation of country of birth by 
e~llIlic status. It ~s constructed to portray the proportion of 
et:hn~c groups represented within each country of birth cateaory 
~or ~ew cornm~tr~lents ,born in t:Jew York State, other states, ana • 
~or ~~gn. countr~e~, tne rna] or~ ty w~=re black. The highest 
p~oport~on of w~~t~s ~ere born in foreign countries wh11e Puerto 
R~cans were exclus~vely born in Puerto Rico. 



-80-

TABLE 77 

FIRST N~D SECOND FELONY 
COUNTRY OF B IRRTSH FBOYR 1983 COHIUTNENTS 

OFFENDE 

Felony Status 

country of Birth 

New Yor k State 

lony 2nd Felony 
1st ,Fe t Number percent 

Total 
percent Number 

Number percen. 472 43% 8,076 -100% 

1,968 100% 

1,471 100% 

1,019 100% 

12,534 

4,604 57% 3, 

other states 
52% 937 48% 

1,031 

54% 683 46% 
788 

73% 271 27% 
748 

5,363 7,171 

puerto Rico 

Foreign Country 

TOTAL 

Hissing Cases = 3 

of birth place by: ii,rst 
b" 77;s a crosstabulatio~ pro~o,ytion ot 1st Ta l.e... hows tha'C. the 1;' , .. 

d -i'e"'.ony statuS. ~t s .. . ". was similar tor new or secon ... - d felony otr:enders rto 
felony offenders ~nd secon state, Other states and pue have 
commitments born ~n c~:~g!~r~or, ,for e~gnl_ btorflel1~o' nIDnyL atc~m~ m~~.m~~~~. 
Rico. Tbe patter~ of -
a 8ubeotantial1y h~gher propor'C.~on ... 
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TABLE 78 

COUNTRY OF BIRTH BY REGIOlq OF COHHIT~lENT FOR 
1983 COlvllHTlYlENTS 

"N'eWYork 
Region 

Count.n- of Birth City upstate N.Y. Suburban N.Y. 

New York State 5,528 1,521 1,027 
(62%) (72%) (69%) 

Other States 1,194 483 291 
(13%) (23 %) (20%) 

Puerto Rico 1,378 47 46 
(15%) (2%) (3%) 

Foreign Country 846 52 121 
(9% ) (3% ) (8%) 

TOTAL 8,946 2,103 1,485 
(100% ) (100%) (100%) 

Hissing Cases = 3 

Total 

8,076 
(64%) 

1,968 
(16% ) 

1,471 
(12% ) 

1,019 
(8%) 

12,534 
(100%) 

Table 78 is a crosstabulation of birthplace by area of 
commitment. Among both upstate Ne.w York and Suburban N.Y.C. 
commi tments there were more New York State born and "other states" 
born commitments than normal. These regions also had Imler 
~roportions of Puerto Rican and foreign born inmates than the 
norm. 

Tables 79 and 80 pr esent information about the conv iction 
crimes of new court commitments from various birthplaces. In 
Table 79 the proportional distribution of birthplaces for VFO 
oiienders appears to mirror the 6istribution of the population of 
ne\'1 comm~tments. The oistr ibutions for inmates conv icted of other 
coerClve crimes and property offenses are equivalent to each other 
ana ~o not vary significantly from the population aistribution. 
For arug offenders the pro~ortion or inmates born in New York 
State \V'as lower than the norm while the proportion of inmates born 
1n Puerto Rico was higher than the norm. For Youthful Offenaers, 
the proportion of New York State born commit.ments \-las higher than 
the norm whlle for inmates born in puerto Rico the proportion was 
lower than the norm. 

In a 1982 report on the Characteristics of New 
Commi trnents, William Chapman observed that there were inmates born 
in foreign countries who, in the aggregate, accoun'C. for mort:: VFO 
ofienses than do those inmates born in New York State. The 
countries included Cuba, the west Inaies, Jamaica, central 
America, and China. For the 1983 new commitments these 
observations still hold true as shown in Table 80. 

r~ , 
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!hBLE 79 

COUNTRY OF BIRTH BY CRIME GROUP FOR 
1983 COMMITMENTS 

Country of Birth 
New York Other Puerto 

Crime Group State States Rico Foreign 

VFO 5,136 
(65%) 

Other Coercive 337 
(70%) 

Property 1,556 
(70%) 

Drugs 834 
(51%) 

Youthful Offender 215 
(77%) 

8,078 

1,211 
(15%) 

89 
(19%) 

402 
(18%) 

237 
(15%) 

29 
(10%) 

1,968 

884 
(11%) 

32 
( 7%) 

170 
(8%) 

371 
(23%) 

14 
(5% ) 

1,471 

Missing Cases = 18 

TABLE 80 

683 
(9%) 

21 
(4%) 

96 
(4%) 

180 
(11%) 

22 
(8%) 

1,002 

Total ---
7,914 

(100%) 

479 
(100%) 

2,224 
(100%) 

1,622 
(100%) 

280 
(100%) 

12,519 

COUNTRY OF BIRTH BY CRIME GROUP FOR SPECIFIC LOCATIONS 
1983 COMMITMENTS 

Crime G~ouP 
Other Youthful 

Birth Locations VFO Coercive !,roper~ Drugs Of tender Total 

New York State 64% 4% 19% 10% 3% 8,078 

Cuba 76% 2% 8% 13% 1% 165 

Jamaica: 87% 2% 7% 3% 2% 119 

West Indies 81% 1% 8% 3% 7% 72 

Central America 68% 4% 6% 21% 1% 80 

China 94% 6% 17 
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A. Violent Pelony 
Offenaes 

lIurder 
Attempted Murder 
Ranslaughter lat 
Rape lat 
Robbery lat 
Robbery 2nd 
Aamaul t lat 
Aaaault 2nd 
Burglary lat 
Burglary 2nd 
Araon 2nd 
S040l'l1Y lat 
Sexual Abu.e 1at 
Dangerou. Weapon. 
Kidnapping 

~. Other Pelonie. 

1) Of1~~nae. with 
Violence/Coercion 

Man.laughter 2nd 
Cria. Heg. Boa. 
bpe 2nd, 3rd 
Robbery 3rd 
I,tt. Aaaalllt 2nd 

2) PropertY/Drug and 
Other Offenaea 

Burglary 3rd 
Gr.and Larceny 
Porgery 
Drug. 
All Other Pe10niea 
Stolen Property 

C. Youthful Offender. 
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TABLE 81 

COONTRY OF BIRTH BY CRIME FOR 
1983 COMMITMENTS 

JRw York State Other State. 
HURDer Percent Nuaber Percent N~erto Rico Poreign Count~ 

er Percent Number Percent 
204 II' 54 16' 34 10, 0 '0 12' 11 8' 23 ' '. 16' 

III 
223 57' 6C 16' 5' IS' 

21 IS' 
ISO 12, 61 25' 12 

5' 
43 11, 

1,C88 17' 281 131 238 11, n 71 
1,281 70t 285 15' 182 10' 

202 " 108 58' 32 17' 21 11, '2 5, 
102 60' 31 18' 23 13' 

26 141 
119 i7' 25 14, 20 

11' 
15 'I 816 66\ 191 15' 160 

13' 
14 8, 

40 1.1 7 12' 7 12, n 61 
52 69' , 12' 5 7, 5 e, 
62 63' l' 1" 12 12' 

, 
12' 

381 53' 136 1" '7 
12' 

5 " 20 5', S IS' 1 3t 
114 161 

8 241 

51 611 9 12, 6 IS IS' 4 171 " 9 12, 
12 7U 3 '111 

3 13, 1 41 
227 72, 62 2 12' ° 201 17 5' 32 62' 11 21, 4 6 1I ., 

5 10' 

'~4 711 161 161 86 290 ", 86 " 42 C' 147 741 
2U 25 61 18 44 22' 6 41 

.34 51, 1I 2 1\ 237 IS' 

1'0 tal 
Number Percent 

335 100' 
lCS 100' 
389 100, 
240 100' 

2,209 1001 
1,840 10o, 

187 1110' 
171 1001 
178 1001 

1,236 100' 
59 IDOl 
75 100' 
J8 100, 

718 100' 
3C 1001 

75 100' 
23 1001 
17 1001 

312 IDOl 
52 100, 

983 3001 
U9 
199 

1001 
371 211 1001 213 741 42 lSI 30 180 11, 1,622 100, 212 72' UI 21 

~ " 221 23 71 306 1001 13 317 10o, US 77, 29 101 .l,t 5' 22 .1 280 1001 
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TP..BLE 82 

COUNTRY OF BIRTH BY GENDER FOR 
1983 COHI>lITNENTS 

Gender 
Male Femal e 

Country of Birth Number Percent Number Percent 

New York State 

Other states 

Puerto Rico and Other 
U.S. Possessions 

Foreign countries 

TOT~..L 

7,801 64.6% 

1,842 15.2% 

1,454 1~.0% 

985 8.2% 

12,082 100.0% 

Missing Cases = 18 

27763.4% 

105 24.0% 

38 8.7% 

17 3 •. 9% 

437 100.0% 

Table 82 shows that the proportion of commitments born 
in New York State for males and females was equivalent, while 
l:Jroportionately more females were born in states other than New 
York. The proportion of males born outside of the United States 
\'las nigher than that of females in 1983. 
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