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l7.S. Department of Justice 

Bureau of Justice Statistics 

Criminal Victimization. 1984 
Criminal victimizations in the United 
States dropped by 1.5 million to about 
35.5 million in 1984 for persons age 12 
and older according to the National 
Crime Survey (NCS). This decline con­
tinued a trend that has now reduced 
criminal victimizations to their lowest 
level in the 12-year history of the NCS, 
about 14% below the 41.5 million vic­
tim iza tions reco1ded in the peak year 
of 1981 (table 1). 

The victimization rate for crimes of 
personal theft dropped 7% during 1984 
(table 2), to a rate about 26% below the 

IFor definitions of crilnes measured by the National 
Crime Survey and a description of NCS operations, 
see ~leasuring Crime, Bureau of Justice Statistics 
Bulletin, NCS-75710, February 1981. 

Trends in victimization rates 
for selected crimes, 1973-84 

Ha~e per 1 000 persons or t"iouseholds 
• 4<J 

PerS(J"a l 1,1 r ,:~r' .. 
w:th'·!'J! ::,)nto~cl 

Crimes of "lolenCE: 
40 Ir~pe rObber, assault, 

Motor vehlCie theft 

FIgure 1 

The data in this bulletin update the 
preliminary estimates of victimiza­
tion in 1984, which were released in 
April of this year. They confirm 
the earlier findings that overall 
crime decreased for the third year 
in a row, although violent crime 
leveled off after dropping in each of 
the two previous years. 

The National Crime Survey 

peak for these crimes, which occurred 
in 1977. Burglary rates, down 8% 
during the year, have been trending 
down since 1974 and are now 31% below 
the rate for that year. Household lar­
ceny fell 6% during the year and is now 
26% below its peak year, 1979 (figure 
1). Victimization rates for personal 
theft, household larceny, and burglary 
are all at new 12-year lows. Although 
violent crime rates remained basically 
unchanged between 1983 and 1984, they 
are 12% below their 1981 peak. 

The National Crime Survey obta;ns 
information on criminal victimizations 

October 1985 

measures both crimes reported to 
the police and crimes not report­
ed. Findings of the National Crime 
Survey that crime has declined for 
the last several years are supported 
by similar findings from the FBI's 
Uniform Crime Reports, which 
count crimes reported to the police. 

Steven R. Schlesinger 
Director 

whether or not the crime was reported 
to the police. Crimes were reported to 
the police in 1984 at a rate not meas­
urably different from that of 1983. 
About one in three crimes measured by 
the N CS were reported to the police. 
The rate of police reporting has re­
mained comparatively unChanged since 
measurement began in 1973. 

Personal thefts lit new low 

The victimization rate for personal 
larceny without victim-offender con­
tact continued a downtrend begun in 
1978. The rate for 1984-69.1 victim-

Table 1- Victimization levels Cor selected crimes, 1973-84 

Number of victimizations (in 1,0005) 
Violent Personal Household Total crimes theft crimes 

1973 35,661 5,350 14,970 15,340 1974 38,411 5,510 15,889 17,012 1975 39,266 5,573 16,294 17,400 1976 39,318 5,599 16,519 17,199 1977 40,314 5,902 16,933 17,480 1978 40,412 5,941 17,050 17,421 1979 41,219 6,159 16,382 18,708 1980 40,252 6,130 15,300 18,821 1981. 41,454 6,582 15,863 19,009 1982 39,756 6,459 15,553 17,744 1983 37,001 5,903 14,657 16,440 1984 35,476 5,954 13,789 15,733 
Percent change, 1981-84b -14.4a 

-9.5a 
-13.1 a 

-17.28 

a The difference is statistically significant at 
b Total victimizations peaked in 1981. the 95'*, confidence level. 
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Table 2. Changes in victimization levels and rates 
for personal and household crimes, 1983-84 

Number of victimizations (I,OOOs) Victimization rates 
Percent Percent 

1983 1984 
change 
1983-84 

change 
1983 1984 1983-84 

All crimes 37,001 35,476 -4.1 ",a ... ... ... 
Personal crim es 20,561 19,743 -4.0a 107.9 102.8 -4.7",a 

Crimes of violence 5,903 5,954 0.9 31.0 31.0 0.1 
Completed 2,120 2,193 3.4 11.1 11.4 2.6 
Attempted 3,783 3,761 -0.6 19.9 19.6 -1.3 

Rapeb 154 180 16.7 0.8 0.9 15.8 
Completed 50 61 22.2 0.3 0.3 21.5 
Attempted 105 119 14.0 0.5 0.6 13.1 

Robbery 1,149 1,117 -2.8 6.0 5.8 -3.6 
Completed 710 749 5.5 3.7 3.9 4.7 

With injury 252 313 23.9 1.3 1.6 22.~ 
From serious assault 128 160 24.8 0.7 0.8 23.8 
From minor assault 124 153 22.9 0.7 0.8 21.9 

Without injury 457 436 -4.7 2.4 2.3 -5.4 
Attempted 440 368 -16.3 2.3 1.9 -16.9c 

With injury 125 106 -14.9 0.7 0.6 -15.5 
From serious assault 59 54 -8.~ 0.3 0.3 ·9.4 
From minor assault 66 52 -20.8 0.3 0.3 -2i.4 

Without injury 315 262 -16.8 1.7 1.4 -17.4c 

Assault 4,600 4,657 1.2 24.1 24.3 0.5 I Aggravated 1,517 1,673 10.3a 8.0 8.7 8.4 
Completed with injory 537 596 11.0 2.8 3.1 10.1 
Attempted assault 
with weapon 980 1,077 9.9c 5.1 5.6 9.1 Simple 3,083 2,984 -3.2 16.2 15.5 -3.9 

Completed with injury 824 788 -4.4 4.3 4.1 -5.2 
Attempted assault 
without weapon 2,259 2,197 -2.8 11.9 11.4 -3.5 

Crimes of theft 14,657 13,789 -5.9a 76.9 71.8 -6.6a 
Completed 13,788 12,969 -5.9a 72.4 67.6 -6.7 8 
Attempted 869 820 -5.7 4.6 4.3 -6.4 

Personal larceny with contact 563 530 -5.9 3.0 2.8 -6.6 Purse sna tching 177 125 -29.01i 0.9 0.7 -29.6a 
Completed 127 91 -28.1a 0.7 0.5 -28.7c 
Attempted 50 34 -31.5 0.3 0.2 -32.2 Pocket picking 386 404 4.7 2.0 2.1 3.9 

I'ersonal larceny wi thou t 
contact 14,095 13,259 -5.9a 74.0 69.1 -6.6a 

Completed 13,275 12,474 -6.0a 69.7 65.0 -S.8a 
Less than $ 5 0 6,699 6,145 -8.3a 30.2 32.0 -9.0a 
$50 or more 6,094 5,797 -4.9a 32.0 30.2 -5.6a 
Amount not available 482 531 10.2 2.5 2.8 9.4 Attempted 819 786 -4.1 4.3 4.1 -4.8 

Household crimes 16,440 15,733 -4.3,\,a 189.8 178.7 -5.8%a 
Completed 13,858 13,324 -3.9!l 160.0 151.3 -5.4a 
Attempted 2,582 2,409 -6.7a 29.S 27.4 -8.28 

Burglary 6,063 5,643 -6.9a 70.0 64.1 -8.4a 
Completed 4,510 4,322 -4.2 52.1 49.1 -5.7c 

Forcible entry 1,903 1,844 -3.1 22.0 20.9 -4.7 Unlawful entry without 
force 2,607 2,478 -5.0 30.1 28.1 -6.5c 

AttelT,pted forcible entry 1,553 1,321 -14.9a 17.9 15.0 -16.3a 
Household larceny 9,114 8,? 50 -4.0a 10'\,;! 99.4 -5.5a 

Completed 8,538 8,167 -4.3a 98.5 92.8 -5.9a 
Less than $ 5 0 4,429 3,982 -10.1a 51.1 45.2 -11.5 11 
$50 or more 3,699 3,791 2.5 42.7 43.1 0.8 Amount not available 410 394 -3.9 4.7 4.5 -5.4 Attempted 576 583 1.3 6.6 6.6 -0.3 

:\1otor vehicle theft 1,264 1,340 6.1 14.6 15.2 4.4 Completed 810 836 3.2 ~.v 9.5 1.5 Attempted 454 505 11.3 5.2 5.7 9.5 
NOTE: Detail may not add to total shown 

aThe difference is statistically significant at because of rounding. PerLent change based 
on unrounded figures. Vic tim iza tion rates arp. the 95% confidence level. 
calculated on the basis of the numt'!!r of bThe Victimization rate for female runc 
victimizations per 1,000 persons age 12 and (the number of rapes per 1,000 wom~n a[ie older or 1,000 households. The popula tion age 12 and over) was 1.4 in 1983 and 1.6 in 1984. 12 and older grew from 190,504,000 in 1983 

cThe difference is statistically sirrniJ'icant al to 191,962,000 in 1984, an increase of 0.8%. 
The number of households grew from lhe 90'\) confidence level. 
86,635,000 to 88,039,000 between 1983 and ... Represents not applicable. 1984, an increase of 1.6%. 
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izations per 1,000 persons-was 27% 
lower than its high point in 1!J77 and 
the lowest in NCS history (tables 3 and 
4). 

Personallarcenie's with victim­
offender contact-purse snatchings and 
pocket pickings-occur far less often 
than the nop-contact larcenies. Conse­
quently Be tual changes in the level or 
rate of personal larceny with contact 
are rn uch more difficult to measure. 
The overall ra te for larceny with 
contact in 1984 was not measurably 
diJfel'ent from the 1983 rate or the 
rE'.te5 for most earlier' years. 

One component of personal larceny 
with contact, purse snatching, did de­
clin(' siglificantly, from a rate of 0.9 
pel' 1,00 a persons in 1983 to 0.7 per 
1,000 persons in 1984. Rates for the 
other component, pocket picking, re­
mained basJ(''llly unchanged. 

The decline in personal larceny 
without contact brought the overall 
1913·1 re.te for personal crimes of theft 
:071.8 victimizations per 1,000 
pers':ns, the lowest rate to date for this 
grouping of crimes. 

Residential crimes decline 

The Nr::S measures three residential 
pro[)er:: cri m es-burglary, household 
larceny, and ~notor vehicle theft. 
Tog'ether they accounted for about 
700,000 fewer victimizations in 1984 
than they did in 19~3, a decline of 
roughly 4%. 

For the third year in a row, the bur­
glary rate set a new record lOW, declin­
ing from 70.0 burglaries pel' 1,000 
households to 64.1 per 1,000. The 1984 
burglary rate was about 30% below the 
burglary rates of the 1973-75 period. 
Declines in the rates for unlawful entry 
without force and attempted forcible 
entry were largely responsible for the

2 decrease in the overall burglary ra teo 
The rate for forcible entries did not de­
cline measurably. 

Household larceny continued the 
downward trend begun in 1980, declin­
ing by 6')6 between 1983 and 1984 to a 
12-year law (>f 99.4 per 1,000 house­
holds. Thi~ decline primarily results 
from the drop in the number of house­
hold larct'Pies with losses valued at less 
than $50. Rates for larcenies with 

2'[he difference between the 1983 and 198·1 rates 
for lInlawful entry Without force is statistically 
sigmficunt at tl,c 90'\"' confidence levcl; the 
difference in levels was not slUtiStiClllly 
significant. It ,-hould be noted that because rutes 
take into !lCcour.lchanges in the number of house­
holds bc I ween y~ar~, they arc the pre ferred 
measure of chan\ie. 

mz 

Table 3. Victimization rates for personal and household crimes, 1973-84 

1973 
Victimization rates ger 1,000 eoeulation age 12 and over or eer 1,000 households 

1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 

Personal crimes 
Crim es of violence 32.6 33.0 32.8 32.6 33.9 33.7 34.5 33.3 35.3 34.3 31.0 31.0 Rape 1.0 1.0 0.9 O.S 0.9 1.0 1.1 0.9 1.0 0.8 0.8 O.B Robbery 6.7 7.2 6.8 6.5 6.2 5.9 6.3 6.S 7.4 7.1 6.0 5.d Assault 24.9 24.8 25.2 25.3 26.8 26.9 27.2 25.8 27.0 26.4 24.1 24.3 Aggravated assault 10.1 10.4 9.6 9.9 10.0 9.7 9.9 9.3 9.6 9.3 8.0 8.7 Simple assault 14.8 14.4 15.6 15.4 16.8 17.2 17.3 16.5 17.3 17.1 16.2 15.5 
Crimes of theft 91.1 95.1 96.0 96.1 97.3 96.8 91.9 B3.0 85.1 82.5 76.9 71.8 Personal larceny with contact 3.1 3.1 3.1 2.9 2.7 3.1 2.9 3.0 3.3 3.1 3.0 ~.8 Personal larceny without contact 88.0 92.0 92.9 93.2 94.6 93.6 89.0 80.0 81.9 79.5 74.0 69.1 

Household crimes 
Household burglary 91.7 93.1 91.7 88.9 88.5 86.0 84.1 84.3 87.9 78.2 70.0 64.1 Household larceny 107.0 123.8 125.4 124.1 123.3 119.9 133.7 126.5 121.0 113.9 105.2 99.4 Motor vehicle theft 19.1 18.8 19.5 16.5 17.0 17.5 17.5 16.7 17.1 16.2 14.6 15.2 

NOTE: Detail may not add to total shown because of rounding. 
L!tatiStiCallY significant differences between the rates for 1984 

and each preceding year are identified in table 4. 

Table <i. Comparison of changes in victimization ratcs 
for personal and household crimes, 1973-84 

1973-84 197-1-84 1975-84 
Pereent chl1nge in victimization rates 

1976-84 1977-84 1978-84 1979-84 1980-84 1981-84 U182-84 1983-84 
Personal crimes 

-4.7'\)b -4.8'bb Crimes of violence -5.9''ua -5.5'>08 -S.5'\,a -8.0'ba -10.2,\",11 -6.7,\",8 -1~.2,\,1i -9.5't,a 0.1 \, Rapc 
Robbery 
Assault 

Aggravated assault 
Simple assault 

Crimes of thefl 
Personallareeny with contact 
Personal larceny without contact 

Household crimes 
Ilousehold burglary 
Household larceny 
Motor vehiCle theft 

NOTE: Percent change is based on rutes 
tha t were rounded to the ne8rest 
hundredth. 

greater losses were constant between 
1983 and 1984. 

The 1984 rate for motor' vehicle 
theft did not differ measurably from 
that of a year earlier, but it was below 
the rates that prevailed throughout 
most of the 197os. 

Violent crime rates stable 

-1.1 
-13.6a 

-2.5 
-13.4a 

5.1 

-21.1 a 
-10.1 
-21.5 a 

-30.1 a 
-7.1 a 

-20.2u 

Victimiza.tion rates for rape, rob­
bery, and assault-the three violent 
crimes measured by the N CS-remained 
basically unchanged between 1983 and 
1984 (figure 2). 

The overall rate for robbery--5.8 
victimizations per 1,1)00 [)ersons-was 
not measurably different from 1983. 
However, there was some evidence of a 
decline in the rate of attempted rob­
beries without injury. 

The rate of female rape, at 1.6 vic­
timizations per 1,000 women in 1984, 

-4.1 3.3 11.9 5.6 
-18.9a -l3.9a -9.9 -6.4 
-2.3 -3.7 b -4.0 -9.4a 

-16.1~ -9.3 -11. 68 -12.6a 
7.7 -0.1 0.9 -7.5 a 

-24.5a -25.2/1 -25.31l -26.1 a 
-11.3 -10.7 -4.5 4.2 
-24.9a -25.7 8 -25.9a -27.0u 

-31.2!l -30.1 a -27.9a -27.6a 
-19.7 8 -20.7 a -19.9a -19.4~ 
-19.1a -21. 98 -7.6 -10.3 

aThe difference is statistically significanl 
at the 95'\' confidence level. 

Trends in victimization rates 
for violent crimes, 1973-84 
R.~ttl ppr 1 000 pl'rsons 

oil' 

30 

.\1 

10-

-3.1 
-1. 2 
-9.6a 

-lO.Ob 
-9.411 

-25.S a 

-11.5 
-26.2 11 

-25.4a 

-17.1 8 

-13.1 a 

('I 

H,IPt' t-----------______________ 
F1T3 ----------

Noh- Vh:lrmlz.1tlun rdh's 
hlr rapt' .Ut> fnt W~)fllPn llnly 

3 

-13.0 o b -1.1 16.0 15.8 
-7.0 -1l.3

b 
-21.5 a -17.8a -3.6 

-10.8a -5.8 -10.0~ -8.0a 0.5 
-1 ~.1 n -5.8 -B.5 -6.3 g.4 
-10.1 a -5.7 -10.Za -9.0a -J.9 
-21.88 -13.5 0 -lS.6~ -12.9U _6.~8 
-3.8 -8.9 -15.1 -9.S -6.tl 

-22.48 -13.1'11 -IS.6a -13.1 a -6.0<1 

-23.88 -23.9a -27.1 a -18.0u -8.411 

-25 . .,a -21.4a -17.9a -12.7a -5.5 8 

-13.1 a -8.S -11. Ob -5.8 4.4 

bThe difference is statistically significant 
at the 90'" confidence level. 

was not measUl'ably different from that 
of the previous year. 

Assaults occurred at a rate of 24.3 
per 1,000 persons, which did not differ 
measurably from the 1983 rate. The 
number of aggravatcd assaults in 1984 
increased by 10% over the 1983 level. 
The increase in the rate of aggravated 
assault, however, was not large enough 
to be statistically significant. Simple 
assault did not register a measurable 
change bet ween 1983 and 1984. 

Police reporting unchanged 

In 1984, 35% of all NCS crimes were 
repOl'ted to the police, (l ra tt> of report­
ing that has remained basically un­
changed thl'0tphout the 1980s (table 5 
and figure 3). 

The 1984 reporting rate did not 
change measurably for any major crime 

3The aggregate rule of poliee reporting includes all 
lhe cl'ime clllegories shown in lablt' 5. 
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Table 5. Reporting victimizations to the police, 1973-84 

Percent of victimizations reeorted to the Eolice 
19'/3 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 

Personal crimes 
Crimes of violence 46% 47% 47''\) 49% 46% 44% 

Rape 49 52 56 53 58 49 
Robbery 53 54 53 53 56 51 
Assault 44 45 45 48 44 43 

Aggravated assault 52 53 55 58 52 53 
Simple assault 38 39 39 41 39 37 

Crimes of theft 22 25 26 27 25 25 
Personal larceny with contact 33 34 35 36 37 34 
Fersonallarceny without contact 22 24 26 26 25 24 

Household crimes 
Household burglary 47 48 49 48 49 47 
Household larceny 25 25 27 27 25 25 
\Iator vehicle theft 68 67 71 70 68 66 

Table 6. Preliminary estimates and final results 
for 1984 victimization levels and rates 

NumbN of victimizations (in l,OOOs) 
P.'elim- Percent 
inary Final change 

Personal crimes 
Crimes of violence 5,951 3,954 0.1% 

Rape 186 180 -3.6 
Robbery 1,129 1,117 -1.1 
Assault 4,636 4,657 0.5 

Aggravated assault 1,611 1,673 3.8 
Simple assault 3,022 2,984 -1.3 

Crimes of theft 13,992 13,789 -1.5 
Personal larceny with contact 561 530 -5.6 
Personal larceny without contact 13,432 13,259 -u 

Household crimes 
Household burglary 5,473 5,643 3.1 
Household larceny 8,621 8,750 1.5 
\lotor vehicle theft 1,283 1,340 4.4 

NOTE: Numbers and rates may not add to total shown because 
of rounding. Percent change is based on unrounded numbers. 

category. As in the past, motor vehicle 
theft, with roughly 7 in every 10 inci­
dents reported to the police, had the 

Trends in reporting to the police 
for selected crimes, 1973-84 
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highest rate of reporting; personallar­
ceny without contact and household 
larceny, with only 1 in every 4 cases 
reported, had the lowest police report­
ing rates. 

The National Crime Survey 

The NCS measures selected personal 
and household offenses, including 
crimes not reported to the police, 
through interviews at 6-month intervals 
with the occupants of housing units that 
make up a representative national 
sample. During 1984, some 128,000 
persons-occupants of about 60,000 
housing units-participated in the sur­
vey. Field interviews are administered 
monthly to one-sixth of the sample, 
according to a rotation schedule. In­
forma Eon pertaining to the previous 6 
months is gathered at each interview. 

Preliminary estimates 
and sampling error 

In April 1985, the Bureau of Justice 
Statistics issued a release of prelim­
inary NCS victimization levels and 
rates, as well as police reporting d&:ta 
for 1984. When levels and ra tes 0 f vic-

45% 
51 
56 
42 
51 
37 

24 
36 
24 

48 
25 
68 

19Se 1981 1982 1983 1984 

47% 47% 48% 47''\) 47'\} 
41 56 53 47 56 
57 56 56 53 55 
45 44 46 46 44 
54 52 58 57 53 
40 39 40 41 39 

27 27 27 27 26 
36 40 33 36 32 
27 26 27 26 26 

51 51 49 49 49 
28 26 27 25 27 
69 67 72 69 69 

Victimization rates 
Prelim- Percent 
inary Final change 

31.0 31.0 0.2'0 
1.0 0.9 -3.4 
5.9 5.8 -0.9 

24.1 24.3 0.6 
8.4 8.7 4.0 

15.7 15.5 -1.1 
72.8 71.8 -1.3 

2.9 2.8 -5.4 
69.9 69.1 -1.1 

62.1 64.1 3.3 
97.8 99.4 1.7 
14.6 15.2 4.6 

timization for the early 1984 estimates 
are compared to the final 1984 results, 
the procedure used in calculating the 
preliminary estimates appears to have 
yielded reliable indicators of both mag­
nitude and change in criminal victim­
ization during 1984 (table 6). For 
example, the preliminaL'Y 1984 rate for 
crimes of theft was 72.8 p'~r .t,000 per­
sons; the final rate was 71.8. 

Data collected in the National 
Crime Survey are obtained from a 
sample and not from a complete enu­
meration. Consequently, a sampling 
error (standard error) is associated with 
each number in this report, including 
the numbers measuring change. In gen­
eral, if the difference between two 
numbers is greater than twice the 
standard error for that difference, we 
can say that we are 95% confident that 
the two numbers are in fact different­
that is, the apparent difference is not 
simply the result of surveying a sample 
rather than the entire population. If 
the difference is greater than 1.6 

4For a complete discussion of preliminary esti­
mation procedures, sec BJS IJulletin Criminal 
VictirniO'.ation, 1983, NCS-D38G9, Junc1984.-
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standard errors, we are 90% confident 
that the two numbers dre different. All 
comparisons made in the text are at or 
above the 95% confidence level except 
where footnoted or when the phrase 
"some evidence" is used. These 

Bureau of Justice Statistics reports 
(revised August 1985) 

Call toll· free 800-732-3277 (local 
251-5500) to order BJS reports, to be added 
to one of the BJS mailing lists, or to speak 
to a reference specialist in statistics at the 
Justice Statistics Clearinghouse, National 
Criminal Justice Reference Service, 
Box 6000, Rockville, MD 20850. Single 
copies of reports are free: use NCJ number 
to order. Postage and handling are charged 
for bulk orders of single reports. For single 
copies of multiple titles, up to 10 titles are 
free: 11-40 titles $10: more than 40, $20: 
libraries call for special rates. 

Public-use tapes of BJS data sets and 
other criminal justice data are available 
from the Criminal Justice Archive and 
Information Network, P.O. Box 1248, Ann 
Arbor, MI48106 (313-763-5010) 
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