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Jail Inmates 1983 
In:na tes of local jails in 1983 had 

sociode'nographic and criminal charac­
teristics quite similar to those of jail 
inmates in 1978 despite an increase of 
more than two-fifths in the siz8 of the 
jail population in the intervening 5 
years. Thi,' information is derived from 
the 1983 Survey of Inmates of Local 
Jails, the t~ird such survey ever to be 
conducted. 

In 1983 about 6 in 1 () inilliJ.tes were 
convicted and e~lher awaiting sen1ence 
or serving time. \pproximately 7 in 
10 of the sentenced jail inmates had re­
ceived a sentence of less than 1 year. 
Nearly 4 in 10 inmates, both convicted 
and unconvic ted, were in jail for prop­
erty offenses, primarily burglary and 
larceny, and about 3 in 10 of all jail 
inma1es were in fol' violent crimes, 
especially robbery and assault. 

\bout two-thirds of 1he iail inmates 
in 1983 had previously served time ill 
jail or prison. ,\nother 15 '6 had never 
been incurcerated but had served at 
least one sentence of probation. 

:\ t the time of arrest for their eur­
rent offense, more than two-fifths of 
tlle jail inmates were in some criminal 
justice status, a majority of these on 
probation. :\lore than three-fourths of 
the jail inmates who had been in Ii 

criminal justice slatus at arrest w~re, 
returned to jail with new charges rather 
than for a technical violatio:l of the 
terms of their release. 

lSurv~ys of Inr!Ht .. , of local j"il~ wen' prc'vi'lthly 
• condueted in 1~172 arvj 1978. 

2JJlita fr0m Til" 1983 Jail ('('nsu' indicat!,' tlmt 
jail:; held nearly equal proportions of cotlvi"tetl and 
urw{)nviett~rj j<J: inmatc·,,;. Tile di~erepHney in prl)­
p')rtiO!b <)f l-!unvit1 ted aud. unconviC'ted jail inmates. 
belween the jail ,urvey ilnd jail censth probLlbly 
stems frort! rnethodolo;;ical differences ,'1 data 
colle<'tirJn, \~ 'I complete cnulJ1('raC,lO, :he census 
is nvt sulJjec! to sa'llplinb "rt'ors and data 'lrl, col­
lc.ected fro n j,lil 'ldrninistrntnrs. By contrl,,;t, thf' 
jatl survey IIses a random "a,nple of inmateS and 
thus, is subject to silmpling error, In fl" 11lion, 
survey dHta are obtained directly fr(·,il inmates, 

With this bulletin the Bureau of 
Justice Statistics presents findings 
from the 1983 Survey of Inmates of 
Local Jails. This survey updates in­
formation obtained in two earlier jail 
inmate surveys. These surveys have 
provided crirn inal justice prac ti tion­
ers and the general public with a 
fuller understanding of the charac­
teristics of the occupants of the 
Nation's local jails. The only na lional 
study of jail inmates of its kind, the 
Jail Inmates Survey provides a wealth 
of infor'nation on such topics as 
socioeconomic and demographic 
charac teristics, curren t offense, 

\t the ti'lle of the <)ffen~(> for wllit'h 
they were convic ted, about a fourlh of 
the eonvicted jail inma1es had been 
under 1he influence of dru6's and nearly 
half had been uncler th,~ influence of 
alcohol. 

The l\l83 survey was based on per­
sonal interviews with II random sample 
of 3,785 in:nates, :3,B!J2 males and 1,7n 
females, drawn from a stratified ran­
dom sam~'le of 407 locall~ administer~d 
correctional institutions. The sa:11iJle 
was designed to be representative of 
the 223,552 persons housed in the Na­
tion's 3,:l38 local jails and 10 provide a 
profile of their sociodem?Jraphit' and 
criminal characterblics. 

JBt'(~;HhP tltPy ':'it'rt' -.u f(v. III IlIJ:ll~~i':·. f., w±!.'s 
~"ert~ ,;;-1 !i;I1P~i 'it :1 Iliii1IPr r.lt,: tiJun I' lk" iT! ,)r~kr 
t~) prl}(Jut'f' ("-:tl natf''i ttlat .Ncr" Ii; r~·tl·l!JI" :b t~j()"" 

fur n:llt'·..,. 

tFr)r thi:.;. stlrvl'Y. ;1 .... iq 1~J78t fl li),~al jail '.~a" 
ddiOt'd dS:1 f'H~ility that holth in:,Jat<" '"mally !,,,r 
!nor.: than iH hour,...; and that is Hdrninic;t(~red b\.' 
loeal, city ,Jr county, offici,)I" Spedfically .. 
t'xcludcd from the (~<junt \vere h';nporary ll)('h-UP~ 
thtlt house per'ion, for Ie" thun 18 hours, federally 
atlministered jails, Stll!e-a<iminis\c,red jaib, pri-
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crim inal histories, drug and alcohol 
use, and jail ac ti vi ties. 

During 1983 an estimated 8 million 
persons were adm i lted to local jails 
throughout the Nation. At the time 
the survey was conducted, the daily 
jail pO!Julalion was 223,552 inmates. 

The Jail Inmate Survey was made 
possible through the cooperation of 
local jail officials across the country 
who provided access to inmates in 
their facilities. Their contribution to 
the successful com pletion of the sur­
vey is gra tefully acknowledged. 

LOCAL JAn.S 

Steven R. Schlesinger 
Director 

Local jail" serve a v:.triety of pur­
poses. They house persons awaiting 
arraib'nment and awaiting or standing 
trial as well as per'lons who have been 
convicted and are awaiting or serving a 
'len tenee, usually not exceeding 1 
year. Among those awaitin6 trial, jails 
house persons for whom bail has not yet 
been set, persons who have been denied 
bailor other forms of pretrial release, 
and persons who have not been releaspd 
on bail even thoug-h bail has been set.;J 

Jails also house probationers, parol­
ees, and persons who had been released 
on bail but who have been taken into 
<-'ustod; for violating the terms of their 
rdease and are awaiting fUrthC'l' action. 

V:Jh~ly f)t-)(~r;itt~d fueilitie:'I, 'lnd HlP ("O'ilbint'd j,ul­
pri..,cHl .,;;y..;tem .. in ('f)nncc'ticul, f)t'lH\\'nre. Hawaii, 
Rttud" 1,lan,land Ver'Tlont. 

~JSin,Jif> 01(' ~a:np}f· used in this ... urVe,"'· i!'i e()[Hpri..;pd 
,;okl.)' f-,f jail i!lfnate"i, It i .... not ~)os~ihle to d('h~r~ 
HUnC fr~)1Tl thpsp d~:lta thl Ilurnl)l'r of pl~r'.;orh who 
rl~c('ived bail 'Hld r(~rnnin('<1 out tiT jail priol' to tl'l,ll 
0r convk tion. 

If you have issues viewing or accessing this file, please contact us at NCJRS.gov.



Jails may also hold persons awaiting 
transfer to another institution,' such as 
prison escapees, offenders wanted in 
other jurisdictions, and sentenced of­
fenders who will serve their terms in 
prison. In recent years prison crowding 
has caused some offenders sentenced to 
prison to serve their time in local 
jails. At midyear 1983, about 3% 0f the 
jail population in the country consisted 
of inmates held for other authorities or 
as a direct result of crowding in Fed­
eral %r State prisons or other local 
jails. 

The length of stay in jail can vary 
widely. In some jurisdictions a con­
victed offender may serve several years 
in jail. On the other hand, a jail stay 
may be very brief if the prosecutor de­
cides not to press charges or if bailor 
other pretrial release is quickly ob­
tained. 

CONVICTION STATUS 

Jails routinely house both convicted 
and unconvicted persons. Convicted 
persons include those who have already 
completed the trial process, been found 
or pleaded guilty and are awaiting sen­
tence, as well as those who have been 
sentenced. Unconvicted persons in­
clude those who have not yet been for­
mally charged, those who are awaiting 
or standing trial, those whose charges 
have been dropped and are awaiting re­
lease, and those being held for other 
authori ties. 

In the 1983 Jail Inmate Survey, 
parolees and probationers returned to 
jail with new charges and awaiting trial 
were counted as unconvicted (of the 
new charges). Probationers and parol­
ees returned to' jail only on a technical 
violation of the terms of their release 
were considered convicted (of the of 

6See The 1983 Jail Census, BJS Bulletin, NCJ-
95536, November 1984. 

Table 1. Detention status of jail inmates, 
1978 and 1983 

Detention status 1983 1978 

Total 100% 100% 

Convicted 59% 100% 58% 100% 
Awaiting sentence 13 14 
Sentenced 87 86 

Unconvicted 40% 100% 42% 100% 
Not yet arrainged 29 25 
Awaiting trial 

or on trial 71 75 

Conviction status 
not determined· 1% -

Number of jail 
inmates 223,552 158,394 

- Less than 0.5% 
• Includes persons with no offenses. 
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Table 2. Sociodemographic characteristics of jail inmates, 1978 and 1983 

Characteristic Convicted 

Sex 100% 
Male 93 
Female 7 

Race 100% 
White 61 
Black 36 
Other 3 

Ethnicity 100% 
Hispanic 14 
Nonhispanic 86 

Age at survey 100% 
Under 18 1 
18-24 39 
25-34 39 
35-44 13 
45-75 8 

Median ageb 27 years 

Mari tal sta tus 100% 
Married 22 
Widowed 1 
Divorced 17 
Separated 8 
Never married 52 

Education 100% 
Less than 12 yea rs 59 
12 or m ore years 41 

Median education 11 years 

Military service 100% 
Served 23 
N ever served 77 

Number of jaii"inmates 132,620 

Note: Percentages may not add to total because 
of rounding. 
a Includes inmates with no offenses and inmates 

fense for which they had been placed on 
proba tion or parole; this offense was 
counted as their "current offense"). 

Nearly 6 in 10 jail inmates were 
convicted, 13% of whom were awaiting 
sentence (table 1). Seventy-one per­
cent of the unconvicted inmates had 
been arraigned and were awaiting or 
standing trial. 

This pattern of conviction status 
varied little in 5 years. However, unar­
raigned inmates were a slightly higher 
proportion of all unconvicted jail in­
mates in 1983 than in 1978. 

SOCIODEMOGRAPHIC 
CHARACTERISTICS 

Sex 

The overwhelming majority of both 
convicted and unconvicted jail inmates 
in 1983 were male (table 2). Females 
constituted only 7% of each category. 

Race 

Blacks, who were 12% of the gener­
al U.S. population in 1983, were 3996 of 
the jail inmate population. Whites 
accounted for 58% of the jail popula-
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1983 1978 
Unconvicted Totala Total 

100% 100% 100% 
93 93 94 

7 7 6 

100% 100% 100% 
54 58 56 
44 39 41 

2 3 2 

100% 100% 100% 
15 14 10 
85 86 90 

100% 100% 100% 
2 1 3 

42 40 46 
38 39 32 
11 12 11 

7 7 8 

26 years 27 years 25 years 

100% 100% 100% 
20 21 21 
1 1 2 

14 16 14 
8 8 9 

56 54 54 

100% 100% 100% 
60 59 61 
40 41 39 

11 years 11 years 10 years 

100% 100% 100% 
19 21 25 
81 79 75 

88,120 223,552 158,394 

b whose conviction status was not determined. 
Medians are based on grouped data. 

tion. Other races, primarily American 
Indian, accounted for the rest. A larger 
proportion of whi te than of black 
inmates were convicted (62% vs. 54%).7 

The racial composition of local jail 
inmates in 1983 was essentially un­
changed from 1978. 

Ethnicity 

Inmates of hispanic origin consti­
tuted 14% of the 1983 jail population 
compared to 10% in 1978. 

Age 

About two-fifths of the inmate pop­
ulation was between 18 and 24 years of 
age, about two-fifths between 25 and 
34, and about one-fifth over 35. Only 
1 % of all jail inmates wel'e under age 
18. The median age of jail inmates in 
1983 was 27 years. 

Between 1978 and 1983, a slight de­
crease in the percent of inmates be-· 
tween 18 and 24 was paralleled by a 
comparable increase in the percent be­
tween 25 and 34 years of age. 

7These figures, which do not appear in table 2, 
were derived by using race as the denominator 
rather than conviction status. 



Marital status 

About 1 in 5 jail inmates was 
married. More than half had never 
been married and about 1 in 4 was 
divorced or separated. 

Education 

Only 2 in 5 had completed 12 or 
'.. more years of school. The median 

grade level was 11 years. 

Mill tary service 

One in five jail inmates had served 
in the military. This proportion was 
slightly higher for the convicted than 
for the unconvicted. In 1978, 1 in 4 jail 
inmates had seen military service. 

Prearrest employment 

Slightly more than half of the jail 
inmates in 1983 had been employed at 
the time of arrest for the current 
incarceration (table 3). About three­
fourths of those with jobs had been 
working full time. About 7 in 10 of 
those who did not have a job were 
looking for work at the time of their 
arrest. Of those who were not lookinJ 
for work, men most frequently gave ill 
health as the reason. Women most fre­
quently cited family responsibilities or 
the availability of child care. 

The percentage of jail inmates who 
had been employed prior to arrest 
dropped by four points between 1978 
and 1983. Among those without work, 
the percentage looking for jobs rose 
from 62% to 70%. 

Prearrest income 

Approximately three-fourths of the 
jail inmates in 1983 had been out of jail 
or prison for at least 1 year prior to 
their arrest. Almost a third of them 
made less than $3,000 during that year; 
somewhat more than a third earned be­
tween $3,000 and $9,999; and somewhat 
less than a third earned $10,000 or 
more. The median income among the . 
inmates who reported earnings for the 
year before their arrest was $5,486. 
For those inmates who had been free 
for only part of the year before their 
current incarceration, the median 
monthly income was about $462. 

PRETRIAL EXPERIENCE 

Bail 

Prior to trial, persons may be re­
leased from jail in a number of ways: 
on their own recognizance with a prom­
ise that they will return for trial, to a 

Table 3. Preauest employment status and income of jail inmates, 1983 

Convicted 

Prearrest employment 100% 
Employed 54"6 100% 
Full-time 79 
Part-time 21 

Not employed 46% 100% 
Looking for work 67 
Not looking 33 

inmates reporting 
income 100% 
Free a t least 1 year 78',1', 100% 

Less than $3,000 
per year 31 

$3,000-$9,999 38 
$10,000 or more 31 

Median annual income $5,733 

Free less than 1 year 16% 100% 
Less than $ 500 

per month 49% 
$500-$999 30 
$1,000 or more 21 

Median monthly income $505 

Unavailable 6% 

Number of jail inmates 132,620 

- InCludes inmates whose conviction status was 
not determined. 

third party who promises to ensure 
their appearance at trial, and on some 
form of bail. 

Almost 9 in 10 of the unconvicted 
jail inmates in 1983 had had bail set for 
them (table 4). Those for whom bail 
had not been set were mainly proba­
tioners or parolees whose release had 
been revoked or [Jersons charged with 
offenses for which bail may not be [Jer­
mitted in certain jurisdictions, such as 
first-degree m ur·der. 

Although bail had been set for most 

Table 4. Pretrial experience of unconvicted 
jail inmates, 1978 and 1983 

1983 1978 

Bail status 100% 100% 
Not set 13 18 
Set 87 100% 82 100% 

Released 
and returned 6 8 

Not rp.leased 94 92 

Legal repre-
sentation 100% 10096 

Without 
counsel 25 22 

With counsel 75 100'}6 78 100% 
Hired oVin 20 18 
Court 
appointed 80 82 

Number of 
unconvic ted 
jail inmates 88,120 66,936 

Note: Persons remaining on bail or other 
forms of pretrial release during the period of 
the survey are beyond the scope of the study. 
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1983 1978 
Unconvicted Total- Total 

100% 100% 100% 
52% 100% 53% 100% 57"6 100% 

73 77 79 
27 23 21 

48% 100% 47% 100% 43% 100% 
75 70 62 
25 30 38 

100% 100% 
73% 100% 76% 100% ... 

37 33 ... 
37 38 '" 
26 29 ... 

$4,974 $5,486 ... 
lU9b 100% 17% 100% ... 

57"6 53% ... 
26 28 ... 
17 19 ... 

$425 $462 ... 
8% 7% 

88,120 223,552 158,394 

... Data not available. 

unconvicted jail inmates, about 94% for 
whom bail was set said they had not 
been released on bail mainly because 
they could not afford to [Jay the amount 
required. About 6% had been released 
on bail but had been returned to jail 
[Jrior to the survey, more than half with 
new charges. 

Legal representation 

About three-fourths of the uncon­
victed jail inmates were re[Jresented by 
legal counsel at the time of the siJr­
vey. (The other unconvicted jail 
inmates may have been in the [Jrocess 
of obtaining counsel.) Among those 
who already had counsel, about four­
fifths had court-a[J[Jointed attorneys; 
the rest, [Jrivate attorneys. 

Guilty pleas 

About four-fifths of the convicted 
inmates had chosen to [Jlead guilty 
rather than stand trial. This high [Jro­
[Jortion is consistent with the findings 
of oth&r studies on the extent of guil ty 
[Jleas. 

CURRENT OFFENSE 

About 3 in 10 jail inmates were 
ther8 for violent offenses, 4 for [Jro[J­
erty offenses, 2 for [Jublic-order of­
fenses, and 1 for drug offenses (table 

8See The Prevalence of Guilty Pleas, BJS Special 
Report, NCJ-96018, Bureau of Justice Statistics, 
December 1984. 



5). Among those in jail for property of­
fenses, the chief offenses were burglary 
and larceny. Among violent offenders, 
robbery and assault were the principal 
offenses. 

Conviction status 

Inmates with violent offenses were 
the only ones more likely to be uncon­
victed than convicted; inmates with • 
property, drug, or public-order offenses 
were more likely to be convicted than 
unconvicted (table 6). 

These differences reflect the fact 
that convicted violent offenders, ex­
cept perhaps those convicted of simple 
assault, are usually sentenced to prison 
and eventually transferred there. Most 
public-order offenses are m isdemean­
ors, and persons convicted of these 
crimes can be expected tf) serve their 
terms in jail. Other crim e types, such 
as property or drug offenses, vary in 
degree of seriousness, and conviction 
for these offenses can lead to either a 
jail or a priso;] term. 

With respect to specific offenses, 
murder/attempted murder and robbery 
were more prevalent among uncon­
victed than among convicted jail 
inmates (table 5). About 10% of the 
unconvicted and 2% of the convicted 
jail inmates were confined for murder 
or attempted murder, and 14% of the 
unconvicted jail inmates, compared to 
9% of the convicted, were incarcerated 
for robbery. 

Among property offenses, burglary 
was a more common offense among the 
unconvicted than among the convicted 
(16% vs. 13%), and larceny was more 
common among convicted than among 
unconvicted inmates (14% vs. 9%). 

The most common public-order of­
fense was driving under the influence of 
drugs or alcohol. An estimated 13,000 

Table 5. Current offense of jail inmates, 1978 and 1983 

1983 1978 
Current offense Convicted Unconvicted Total!l Total 

Total 100% 

Violent 24'.'6 
;l1urder/attempted murder 2 
Manslaughter 1 
Rapc/sexual assault 3 
Robbery 9 
Assault 7 
Other violentb 2 

Property 39''0 
Burglary 13 
Auto theft 2 
Fraud/forgery /cmbezzlem ent 4 
Larceny 14 
Stolen property 3 
Other propertyC 3 

Drug 10'6 
Traffic 4 
Possession/use 5 
Other drug -

Public order 26,\J 
Weapons 2 
Obstructing justice 5 
Traffic 3 
Driving while intoxicatedd 10 
Drunkenness/mora~ offensese 4 
Other public order 2 

Otherg 1''0 

Unavailable --
Number of jail inma,,,s 132,620 

Note: Percentages may not add to total 
because of rounding. 
- Less than 0.5%. 
a Includes jail inmates with unknown 

conviction status and a small number for 
whom it was not determined whether they 
had an offense. 

b Includes kidnaping, purse snatching, hit-
and-run driving, and child abuse. 

c Includes arson, destruction of property, 
property damage from hit-and-run driving, 
and trespass. 

persons (10% of all convicted inmates) 
were serving time for this offense. 
About 2% of the unconvicted inmates 
had been charged with driving under the 
influence of drugs or alcohol. 

Sex 

:\'len and women in jail revealed 

100% 100% 100% 

40% 30% 30% 
10 5 5 
- 1 1 
4 3 3 

14 11 12 
9 8 3 
3 2 1 

38''6 38"6 41% 
16 14 17 

2 2 3 
6 5 6 
9 11 10 
2 2 3 
3 3 2 

8'N, 10')6 9% 
4 4 4 
4 5 4 
- 1 1 

13% 20''6 19% 
3 2 2 
3 4 " 1 2 7 
2 7 -
3 3 5 
1 1 1 

I 'y, 1'6 1'.'6 

- 1'16 -
88,120 223,552 158,394 

d Includes driving while intoxicated and 
driving under the influence of drugs, which 
were included under "traffic" in 1978. 

e Also includes vagrancy and commercialized 
vice. 

r Includes rioting, family related offenses 
such as nonsupport or abandonment, 
invasion of privacy, contributing to the 
d'olinquency of a minor, and habitual 
offenders. 

g Includes juvenile offenses and unspecified 
offenses. 

different offense patterns (table 7). 
Since men are the vast majority of jail 
inma tes, their offenses shaped the 
overall pa ttern. 

Table G. Detention status of jail inmates by offense type, 1983 

Women were less likely than men to 
be in jail for violent offenses in general 
and robbery in particular. Although the 
proportion of men and women in jail for 
property crimes in 1983 was roughly the 
same, women were less likely to be 
there for burglary, more likely to be 
there for larceny, and almost four 

All 
Detention status inmates 

Total 100% 

Convicted 39'6 
Awaiting sentence 8 
Sentenced 51 

Unconvicted 40''6 
Not yet arraigned 11 
Arraigned and awaiting 

or on trial 28 

Conviction status not 
determined/no offense 1"6 

Number of jail in,nat~s 223,552 

Note: Percentages roay not add to total 
because of rounding. 

Current offense 

Violent Property DI'ug 

100"6 100'N, 100''6 

47''6 G1'\) 64 \> 
9 8 7 

38 53 57 

53'\> 39'~) 36% 
13 11 8 

40 28 28 

... ... ... 
67,439 84,730 20,478 

... Not available. 
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Public 
order 

laO'.\) 

75"(' 
6 

70 

2:;"6 
12 

l3 

... 
45,254 

Other 

100% 

57''6 
43 
1~ 

43')6 
4 

39 

... 
2,839 

times as likely to be there for fraud, 
forgery, or embezzlement. Women 
were also somewha t more likely than 
men to be in jail for drug offenses. 

Race 

Proportionately more blacks were in 
jail for violent offenses, especially 
robbery, than were whites or inmates of 
other ('aces. Although the proportions 
of blacks and whites in jail for property 
criones generally did not differ sub­
stantially, larceny was more prevalent 
among blacks than whites. 
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Table 7. Sociodemographic characteristics of jail inmates by offense, 1983 

Sex Race Age 
Under 45 and 

Current offense "Iale Female White Black Other 25 25-34 35-44 OVer 

Total 1 00','(, 100')(, 100% 100'1(, 100''6 100'\) 100'\) 100% 100')6 

Violent 31 "6 21% 27'1) 35% 25''6 30''6 31'\) 31'1(, 27% 
Murder/attempted 

murder 5 5 5 7 3 5 5 5 7 
Manslaugh ter 1 1 1 1 1 - 1 1 -
Rape/sexua I 

assault 4 - -I 3 2 3 3 6 6 
Robbery 11 6 7 16 9 14 10 9 4 
Assault 8 7 8 7 9 7 9 7 8 
Other violenta 2 1 2 1 1 2 2 2 2 

Property 38"6 41'\) 37''6 40<'6 35'1(, 45''6 35'" 28'" 28% 
Burglary 15 5 14 14 11 21 11 6 4 
Auto theft 2 - 2 2 3 3 2 - 2 
Fraud/forgery / 

embezzlement 4 15 6 4 -I 3 5 7 9 
Larceny 11 18 9 15 14 13 11 11 7 
Stolen propert~ 3 2 2 3 3 2 3 1 2 
Other property 3 2 3 2 1 3 3 3 4 

Drugs 9% 13% 9% 9'6 13<'6 7\) 12% 12% 5% 

Public order 20% 21 'J6 25''6 13% 23''6 151(, 20 \) 27'1) 39% 
Weapons 2 1 1 3 2 2 2 1 3 
Obstruc ting 

justice -I 5 6 2 2 5 -I 4 3 
Traffic 2 1 3 1 -I 2 3 2 1 
Driving while 

intoxicatedC 7 5 10 2 11 -I 6 11 20 
Drunkenness/ 

morals offensesd 3 8 4 3 2 2 2 6 10 
Other ~Ublic 

order 1 I 1 1 2 - 2 2 2 

Otherf n-, 1% 1''6 Po O'b 1\, l'b -- 0% 

Unavailableg 1% 3% I'" 2'''' 4'6 2''0 I'\) 2'6 1'1) 

Number of jail 
inmates 207,783 15,769 130,118 87,508 5,926 93,203 86,326 27,756 16,237 

Note: Percentages may not add to total 
because of rounding. 
- Less than 0.5!6. 
a Includes kidnaping, purse snatching, hit-

and-run driving, and child abuse. 
b Includes arson, destruction of property, 

property damage from hit-and"run driving, 
and trespass. 

c Includes driving while intoxicated and 
driving under the influence of drugs. 

Whites were twice as likely as 
blacks to be incarc€.ra ted for public­
order offenses, and both whites and in­
ma tes of other races were about five 
times more likely than blacks to be in 
jail for driving under the IiIfluence of 
alcohol or drugs. 

Age 

Jail incarceration for public-order 
offenses increased with age. Only 
about 15','6 of the jail inmates under 25 
were charged with public-order of­
fenses, compared with 39'}6 of those age 
45 and older. Thb trend was particu­
larly strong for driving under the 
influence of drugs or alcohol. Among 
inmates 45 or over, 1 in 5 was in jail for 
this crime, compared to 4% for those 
under 25. 

Persons between the ages of 25 and 
44 were about twice as likely to be in 
jail for drug offenses as those under 25 

d Includes vagrancy and commercialized vice. 
e Inclu-:les rioting, habitual offender, family 

related offenses such as nonsupport or 
abandonment, invasion of privacy, and 
contributing to the delinquency of a minor. 

f Includes juvenile offenses and unspecified 
offenscs. 

g Includes a small nllmber for whom it was not 
determined whether they had an offense. 

or those 45 and older. Property 
offenses in general and burglary in 
particular were much more common 
among young jail inmates (those under 
25) than among older ones. Violent 
offenses showed little variation among 
inmates of different ages. 

SENTENCES IMPOSED 

About half of all jail inma tes were 
sentenced at the time of the 1983 sur­
vey. Larceny (14%), burglary (13%), 
find driving under the influence of drugs 
or alcohol (11 %) accoun ted for the 
~argest Pgoportions of sentenced jail 
mmates. 

About 7 in 10 of the sentenced jail 
inmates had been convicted of offenses 
for which the median sentence was less 

9The proportions of jail inmates sentenced for 
these offenses closely parallels the proportions 
convicted of these offenses that are in table 6. 
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Table 8. Median sentence lengths for 
sentenced inmates by type of offense, 1983 

Current offense 

Violent 
:\1urder/atlempted 

murder 
:l<lanslaughter 
Rape/scxua I assault 
Robbery 
Assault 
Other violent a 

Property 
Burglary 
Auto theft 
Frau(J/forgery/ 

embezzlement 
Larceny 
Stolen propert~ 
Other property 

DrUbS 
DrllJ traffic 
Possession/use 
Other drug 

Public order 
Weapons 
Obstructing justice 
Traffic 
Driving while 

intoxicatedC 

Drunkenn('j~s/morals 
offenses' 

Other public ordere 

~ledian sentence 
length im posed 
by court for jail 
inmates who will 
serve time in: 

Jails 

11.6 mos. 

48.3 
12.3 

9.5 
12.0 

6.4 
10.7 

u.5 
11.6 

9.1 

Q.9 
6.' 
9.( 
3.4 

8.5 
9.5 
7.7 
5.7 

3.2 
6.9 
3,1 
4.2 

1.9 

... 
2.3 

State or 
Federal 
prison 

96.0 mos. 

359.8 
-

120.1 
95.9 
47.8 

-
35.8 
36.1 

-
36.2 
23.7 
41.8 

-
48.4 
60.1 
48.3 

-
35.7 
36.3 

-
-
-
... 
-

- Too few cases to reliably esti:nate sentence 
lengths. 

... Not available. 
a Includes kidnaping, purse snatching, hit-and­

run driving and child abuse. 
b Includes arson, destruction of property, 

property damage from hit-and-run driving, 
and trespass. 

e Includes driving while intoxicated and 
driving under the influence of drugs. 

d Includes vagrancy and com mercialized vice. 
e Includ';!s rioting, habitual offender, family­

related offenses such as nonsupport or 
abandonment, invasion of privacy, and 
contributing to the delinquency of a minor. 

than 1 year. Whatever the offense, 
however, offenders who expected to 
serve their time in prison had consid­
erably longer median sentences than 
those who expected to serve their time 
in jail (table 8). Violent offenders 
sen tenced to prison had median sen­
tences more than eight times longer 
than sentences imposed for inmates 
who would serve their time in jail. 
Among property and drug offenders, 
median sentences for those going to 
prison were about 6 times longer, and 
for public-order offenders, about 11 
times longer than sentences irnposed on 
those remaining in jail. 

Among inmates who would serve 
their time in jail, offenses with the 
longest median sentences inCluded mur­
der/attempted murder (about 4 years), 
and manslaughter, robbery, and bur-
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Table 9. Prior criminal record 
of jail inmates, 1983 

. Percent of 
all inmates 

Previ<:lUsly sentenced 
to probation and:or 
incarcera lion 80% 

Only probe tion IS 
Incarcera tion 66 

Only for minor crimes· 9 
For any other crime 57 

1 prior incarcera lion 25 
2-3 20 
4 or more 12 

Number of jail inmates 223,552 

Note: Subtotals may not add to totals because 
of rounding. 
-Minor crimes include drunkenness, vagrancy, 
loitering, disorderly conduct, trespassing, or 
traffic offenses other than driving while intox-
ica ted or under the influence of alcohol. 

glary (about 1 year each). The shortest 
median sentences for those who would 
serve their time in jail were for those 
convicted of public-order crimes, par­
ticularly driving under the influence of 
drugs or alcohol (about 2 months). 

PRIOR CRIMINAL RECORD 

About 80% of the jail inmates in 
1983 reported at least one prior convic­
tion (table 9). About 66'16 had served 
time in the past for one or more offen­
ses. Most of these had served time for 
offenses more serious than drunkenness, 
minor traffic offenses, trespassing, 
loitering, or disorderly conduct. A 
third of all jail inmates had served time 
for more serious offenses at least twice 
in the past; and 12% had previously 
served four or more jail or prison 
terms. 

Some 15% of all jail inmates in 1983 
had prior records limited to probation, 
but about three-fifths of all jail in­
mates had been on probation at least 
once, ei ther as an adult or as a ju­
venile. About one-half of all inmates 
who had ever' b~en on probation were 
first placed on probation before they 
reached age 18, and another ene-third 
between the ages of 18 and 24. 

ST ATUS AT ARREST 

At the time of arrest, 44% of the 
jail inmates were already in some crim­
inal justice status (table 10). Among 
these inmates, more than half had been 
on probation, about one-fourth on pa­
role, 13% on bail, and 3% each were 
either on some other type of pretrial 
release or were escapees. However, 
the type of criminal justice status at 

arrest differed between the convicted 
and the unconvicted. Convicted jail 
inmates were more likely than uncon­
victed jail inmates to have been on pro­
bation at arrest for the current offense, 
whereas unconvicted inmates were 
more likely to have been on parole. 

More than three-fourths of the jail 
inmates with criminal justice status at 
the time of their arrest were retur'led 
to jail with new charges (table 11). An 
estimated 79% of those jail inmates 
who had been on probation, 86'16 of 
those who had been on parole, 58% of 
those who had been on bail, 53% of 
those who had been on other pretrial 
release, and 59')6 of those who had es­
caped were charged with one or more 
new offenses when they were returned 
to jail. 

DRUG USE 

Three-fourths of aU jail inmates re­
ported using illegal drugs at some time 
in their lives: 72% reported using 
marijuana; 38% used cocaine; 32% am­
phetamines; and 27')6 barbiturates 
(table 12). Methaqualone, LSD, and 
heroin had each been used by more than 
one-fifth of the inmates. 

Drug use among jail inmates was 
more pervasive in 1983 than in 1978. 
While three-fourths of the jail inmates 
in 1983 had a history of drug use, in 1978 
two-thirds of tIle jail inmates had ever 
used drugs. In addi tion, the pa ttern of 
drug use changed somewhat during the 
5-year period. The proportion of jail 
inmates ever using heroin dropped, but 
the proportion ever using cocaine rose, 
as did the proportion ever using mari­
juana. 

Many jail inmates said that at some 
tim e in their lives they had used drugs 
on a weekly basis: about one-fifth had 
used cocaine; about one-fifth, amphet­
am ines; about one-sixth, heroin; and 
about one-seventh, barbitura tes. :\10re 
than half had used marijuana on a 
weekly basis. 

Table 11. Percent of inmates with a criminal 
justice status at arrest who werc returned 
to jail with new charges 

Percent 
with new charg:es 

Con- Uncon-
Total· vic ted victed 

In'nates with cri,ninal 
ju"licc status at 
fiI'rest 78'0 68", 93"6 

On probn lion 79 70 98 
')n parole 86 73 99 
On bail 58 56 70 
On pretrial 

release :;3 11 71 
Escapee :;9 50 80 

Number of 
inmates 223,552 132,620 88,120 

• Total includes in,nates whose conviction 
status was not determined. 

'--

Table 12. Percent of jail inmates 
who had ever used <rugs, 1978 and 19113 

Percent of inmates 
ever using: dru~a 

Type of drug 1983 1978 

Any drug 75% 68% 

Marijuana 72 66 
Cocaine 38 29 
Amphetamines 32 31 
Barbiturates 27 30 
Methaqualone 23 ... 
LSD 22 21 
Heroin 22 26 
PCP b 15 16 
T's an d bl u'(f 11 ... 
Methadone 7 7 

Number of jail IIlmates 223,552 158,394 

... Not available. 
a Inmates may ha ve used more than one drug. 
b Amphetamines and barbiturates taken in 

combination. 
c Does not include methadone used in a drug 

treatment program. 

Only convicted offenders wel'e 
asked if they had used drugs or alcohol 
just ~rior to their current offense. At 
the time of the offense, about 1 in 4 
convicted jail inmates in 1983 had been 
under the influence of one or more 
drugs (table 13). Half of these offend­
ers were using marijuana; one-sixth 
were using heroin; another sixth, co-

Table 10. Criminal justice status of jail inmates at arrest, 1983 

Total* Convicted Unconvicted 

Tot:!1 inmate> at 'lrrcst ..... ith: IDO Y, 100 '0 100 '0 
No cl'im inal justice sta lus 56 55 58 
Criminal ju~tice status 4·1 100''0 45 100% 42 100% 

On proba tion 56 62 48 
')n parole 25 20 32 
:' 'ail 13 12 15 

" "re tr ia 1 re leuse 3 3 3 
.... ,capee 3 3 2 

Nu;nber of in,nates 223,552 132,620 88,120 

* Total inCludes in nates whose conviction status was not determined. 
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Table 13. Drug use among convicted offenders 
just before current offense, by crime type, 1983. 

Percent 
Number of con-
con- victed who 

Current offense vic ted used drugs 

Total 132,620 26% 

Violent 32,112 25 
Murder/attempted 

murder 3,345 30 
Manslaughter 1,188 19 
Rape/sexual assault 4,017 19 
Robbery 11,945 31 
Assault 9,609 22 
Other violenta 2,008 18 

Property 51,660 31 
Burglary 17,335 39 
Auto theft 2,960 33 
Fraudiforgery/ 

embczzlement 5,976 20 
Larceny 13,001 30 
Stolen prop<rt~ 3,676 27 
Other pro;>erty 3,712 23 

Drugs 13,181 45 
Traffic 5,469 42 
Possession 6,830 46 
Other drugs 882 48 

Public order 34,036 11 
Weapons 2,769 21 
Obstructing justice 6,856 12 
Traffic 3,734 9 
Driving while 

intoxicatedC 13,406 7 
Drunkenn~s/morals 

4,894 13 offenses 
Other public ordere 2,377 Ii 

Other f 1,008 25 

Unavailable 623 -
a Includes kidnaping, purse snatchine:;, hit-and-

run driving, and child abuse. 
b Includes arson, destruction of property, 

property damage from hit-and-run drivine:;, 
and trespass. 

c Includes driving while intoxicated and 
driving under the influence of dru[;s. 

d Also includes vagrancy and commercialized 
vice. 

e Includes rioting, hilbitualo[fendcr, family 
rela ted offenses such as nonsupport or 
abandonment, invasion of privacy, and 
contributing to the delinquency of & minor. 

f Inclurles juvenile offenses and unspecified 
offenses. 

caine; one-eighth, arnphetallir.esj and 
one-twelfth, barbiturates. 

This pattern of drUg" use also dif­
fered somewhat from that reported in 
1978. In 1978, fewer convicted jail in­
mates, about 1 in 5, reported having 
used drugs just prior to the current 
offense. A/nong these offenders, mari­
juana was used by about half (as in 
1983), but the proportions using heroin 
and barbituI'ates were about twice as 
high in 1978 as in 1983, and the propor­
tion using cocaine was about half. 

As might be expected, a larger pro­
portion of drug offenders (45°6) than 
other types of offenders had used drugs 
just prior to the current crime. '\side 
from these drug offenders, a larger 
proportion of convicted property 
offenders--mainly those convicted of 

Table 14. Alcohol use among convicted jail 
inmates just before current offense, 
1978 and 1983 

1983 1978 

Percent of convicted inmates 
who had been drinking just 
before crime 48',1> 46 '6 

Of those who had been 
drinking, percent who 
were: 

Very drunk 28'" 31 " 
Prelly drunk 26 23 
Feeling good 34 28 
Sober 12 18 
Drinking 5 hours or more 5476 44'" 

Number of convicted 
inmates 132,620 91,411 

burcilary (39%), auto theft (33%) or 
larceny (30%)-than other offenders had 
used drugs just before the crim e. 
About 1 in 4 inmates convicted of 
violent offenses, especially robbery 
(31%) and murder/attempted murder 
(30',16), and roughly 1 in 10 convicted of 
public-order offenses, mainly weapons 
offenses (21 %), had used drugs just 
prior to the offenses for which they 
were currently incarcerated. 

ALCOHOL USE 

Nearly half of the convicted jail of­
fenders had been drinking just before 
the current offense (table 14). Of those 
inmates who harj been drinking, more 
than half admitted that they had been 
drinking enough to f£;;el"pretty drunk" 
or "very drunk" just I;>rior to committing 
the curren t 0 ffense. 

Alcohol use just ::>efore the crime 
was basically unchanged from 1978. 
However, more inmates drank for a 
longer period of time before the crime 
in 1983 than in 1978. Fifty-four 
percent of the inmates drinking just 
before the crime in 1983 had been 
dr Inking for 5 or more hoursj the 
comparable figure for 1978 was H''6. 

Inmates convicted of public-order 
offenses used alcohol more than any 
other group (table 15). However, 
public-order offenses include driving 
while intoxicated. If this offense is 
excluded fro m the public-order ca tego­
ry, 4516 of the public-order offenders 
had used alcohol just prior to the crime. 

About 54% of the violent offenders 
had used alcohol before their cri,ne. 
Alcohol use was particularly pervasive 
among those convic ted of r, anslaugh ter 
(68%) and assault (62%). 

Among property offenders 40')6 had 
used alcohol just prior to the current 
offense, and among drug offenders, 
29%. 
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Table 15. Alcohol use among convicted 
offenders just before current offense, 
by crime type, 1983 

Percent 
Number of con-
can- victed who 

CJrrent offense victcd used alcohol 

Total 132,620 48% 

Violent 32,11 ? :;4 
:vlurder/altempted 

murder 3,345 49 
\lanslaughter 1,188 68 
Flape/sexual assault 4,017 52 
Robbery 11,945 48 
Assault 9,609 62 
Other violenta 2,008 49 

Property 51,660 40 
Burglary 17,335 44 
Auto theft 2,960 :;1 
Fraud/forgery/ 

cm:Jczzlement 5,976 22 
Lar(!eny 18,001 37 
S tolen propert~ 3,676 45 
Other propert:' 3,712 51 

Drugs 13,181 29 
Traffic 5,.169 26 
Possession 6,830 30 
Other drugs 882 44 

Public order 34,036 64 
Weapons 2,769 32 
Obstruc ting justicc 6,856 43 
Traffic 3,734 36 
Driving while 

intoxica tedC 13,406 ~3 

Drtlnkenn7fs/morals 
offenses 4,894 70 

Other public ordere 2,377 28 

Other f 1,008 40 

Unavailable 623 -
a Includes kidnaping, purse sna tching, hit-and­

run driving, and child abuse. 
b Includes al'son, destruct.on of property, 

property damage from hit-and-run driving, 
and trespass. 

C Includes driving while intoxicated and 
driving under the influence of drugs. 

d I\lso includes vagrancy dnd com merc ializod 
vice. 

o Includes rioting, habitual offender, family 
related offenses such as nonsupport or 
abundonment, invasion of privacy, and 
contributing to the delinquency of a minor. 

f Includes juvenile offenses and unspecified 
offenses. 
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METHODOLOGY 

The 1983 Survey of Inmates of Local 
Jails was conducted for the Burcew of 
Justice Statistic!:' by the U.S. Bureau of 
the Census through personal interviews 
during July Hnd August 1983, A nation­
ally selected random sample of 5,785 
inmates, 3,992 males and 1,793 fe­
males, was drawn from a stratified 
random sample of 407 jails. Female of­
fenders were oversampled to obtain a 
larze enough sample to make reliable 
statements about this group and com­
parisons with males. The response rate 
for this survey was 92%. 

The sample of inmates was selected 
from fl universe of 3,338 institutions 
containin~ 207,783 males and 15,769 
females. A complete directory of local 
jails is maintaIn<:!rl for the Bureau of 
Justice '3tatistics by the U.S. Bureau of 
the. Census. 

A weigh ting procedure was uscd to 
make estimates of responses for the 
entire jail inmate population. Because 
the survey is based on a sample rather 
than upon a complete enumeration, a 
sam pling error (standard error) is 
associated with each estimate in this 
report, including the measures of dif­
ference and of chanJe. In general, if 
the difference between two numbers is 
greater than twice the standard error 
for tha t di fference, we can say that we 
are 95 Y, confident that the two nU!1l-

u.s. Department of Justice 

Bureau of Justice Statistics 

Washington, D.C. 20531 

Bulletin 

bers are in fact differelti.-that is, the 
apparent difference is not simply the 
result of surveying- a sample ra ther than 
the entire population. All comparisons 
made in the text are a~ the 95 'J confi­
dence level. 

:Vlore information on sa,npling pro­
cedures and standard-error tables is 
available in the repcrt, Sample Design, 
Estimation Procedures and Reliability 
of the Estimates for the 1983 Jail 
Inmate Survey, NCJ-99-l16, available as 
follows: 

Call toll-free 800-732-3277 (local 251-
5500) to order BJS reports, to be added 
to BJS mailing lists, or to speak to a 
sta tis tics reference specialist a t the 
Justice Statistics Clearinghouse, 
National Criminal Justice Reference 
Service, Rockville, !'I1O 20850. Single 
copies of reports are free; use N CJ 
number to order. Postage and handling 
are charged for bulk orders. 

Census of jails and survey of jail 
inmates reports: 
BJS Bulletins: 

The 1983 jail census, NCJ-95536, 
11/84) 

Jail inmates 1982, NCJ-87161, 2/83 
Census of jails, 1978: Data for 

individual jails, vols. !-IV; Northeast, 
North Central, South, West, NCJ-
72279-72282, respectively 

Profile of jail inmates, 1978, NCJ-
65412,2/81 
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