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Armed offenders were responsible for
24 million victimizations during the
period 1973-82, accounting for 37% of
all violent vietimizations.

Half of all robberies, a third of all
assaults, and a fourth of all rapes that
occurred during this 10-year period
were committed by armed offenders,
according to findings frfm the National
Crime Survey (table 1).

In 35% of victimizations by armed
offenders, the offender had a gun; the
weapon was a knife in 29%, and some
other object such as a rock, bottle, or
stick was used as a weapon in 36% of
the vietimizations by armed offenders
(table 2). Offenders in rapes and rob-
beries were armed with guns and knives
more frequently than with other weap-
ons (37% and 41% respectively used
guns, 47% and 37% used knives), while
in assaults, offenders were more likely
to be armed with other weapons (41%)
than with guns or knives (32% and 26%
respectively).

Data from the FBI's Uniform Crime
Reports (UCR) that are compiled from
data reported to the police show that
for aggravated assaults during 1974-83
more than half of all incidents involved
weapons other than a gun or knife, in-
cluding other dangerous weapons, such
as blunt objects, and personal weapons,
such as the use of fists, hands, and feet
as weapons (table 3). Unlike the NCS
program, the UCR program does in-
clude the use of fists and feet as

1For definitions of these crimes, see methodology
section.

The extent of weapons use in the
commission of violent crime and the
consequences of such use for the vie-
tims are matters of intense interest
to the American publie. This special
report again demonstrates the poten~
tial of vietimization surveys—in the
United States the National Crime
Survey (NCS)--to provide insights
into the many aspects of a citizen's
experience in a criminal incident.

Data presented here have been col-
lected during the 10 years from 1973
to 1982, permitting BJS to examine
the characteristics of weapons use in
far more detail than would be possi-
ble from a single year of data; more
than 65 million vietimizations, in-
cluding 24 million involving armed
offenders, are examined in this re-
port.

The report addresses such issues as
the extent of the use of different
types of weapons in various vielent
erimes; the effect of the use of these
weapons on whether the perpetrator
was successful in completing the
crime; the characteristics of the
vietims who most frequently are con-
fronted with weapons; the number of
incidents involving multiple victims
and offenders; and the consequences
of attacks by both armed and unarm-
ed offenders in terms of injury, the
need for medical attention, or
hospital care.

Even though victimization surveys
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can vastly expand our knowledge
about weapons and crimes, there are
clearly isstes that are beyond the
purview of such interviews with
citizens. First, there are problems
with coverage: homicides are ex-
cluded since this erime is all but
impossible to measure using vietim
surveying methods; only homicide
vietims with surviving members in
the same household could be in-
cluded. Also, since the survey is
based on a sample of U.S. households,
crimes affecting commercial estab-
lishments are not included. But more
important than matters of coverage,
there are many important questions
associated with weapons that cannot
be answered by the existing National
Crime Survey:

¢ what are tiie effects of various
weapon control laws, including gun
control legislation, on the use of
weapons?

o what is the desirability of individ-
uals keeping or carrying weapons for
the defense of their home or person?
@ what response or seif-defense
measures should vietims take when
confronted with a weapon?

Even with these limitations, how-
ever, the victimization data present-
ed in this report will substantially
improve understanding of an alarming
aspect of crime in this society.

Steven R, Schlesinger
Director

weapons. In robberies compiled from
UCR data, firearms were used in about
two-fifths of all cases; the total for
firearms and knives or other cutting
instruments was 54% (table 4).

Effect of weapon use
on crime completion

Possession of a gun was associated
with a higher completion rate than




possession of a knife or other weapon
when examining an offender's ability to
complete robberies and rapes. Offend-

ers with guns or knives completed a
higher proportion of rapes than did
unarmed offenders and those armed

Table 1. Weapon use in violent crime victimizations, 1973-82
Percent of violent victimizations
Number of By armed By unarmed Don't know
Crime victimizations Total offenders offenders if armed
Total 65,343,000 100% 36.7% 55.8% 7.5%
Rape 1,738,000 100 25.5 63.9 10.7
Robbery 12,248,000 100 49,1 39.7 11.2
Assault® 51,358,000 100 34.2 59.3 6.5
Note: Percents may not add to total because of  * Includes both aggravated and simple assaults.
rounding.
Table 2. Weapons used in violent crime victimizations, 1973-82
Percent of victimizations involving
Number of Any . Other Type not
victimizations weapon Guns Knives  weapons ascertained
All violent victimizations
Total 65,343,000 36.7% 12,7% 10.8% 13,3% 1.8%
Rape 1,738,000 25.5 9.5 11.9 4.7 1.2
Robbery 12,248,000 49,1 20.0 18,2 11.6 2.4
Assault 51,358,000 34,2 11,0 9,0 14.0 1.7
By armed offenders
Total 24,006,000 100% 34.5% 29.3% 36.1% 4,9%
Rape 443,000 100 37.2 46,6 18.5 4.6
Robbery 6,016,000 100 40.8 37.0 23.6 4.9
Assault 17,548,000 100 32,3 26.3 40.9 5.1
Note: Weapon type percents add to more weapons in multiple weapon incidents are
than total any weapon percent because tallied in all appropriate categories.
Table 3. Aggravated assault: Uniform Crime Reports, breakdown by weapon, 1374-83
Percent of reported crimes involving
Knife Other Personal
Number or dangerous weapons
of other weapon (hands,
aggravated Any cutting {club, hammer, fists,
Year assaults firearm instrument blunt object) feet)
1974 382,778 25.4% 24,2% 23.2% 27.2%
1975 429,947 24.9 23.5 25.0 26,6
1976 455,582 23.6 23.4 26.0 26.9
1977 474,094 23.2 23.2 27.0 26.5
1978 526,336 22.4 22,6 28.3 26.6
1979 562,242 23.0 22,4 27.6 27.0
1980 616,751 23.9 22.0 27.5 26.5
1981 585,665 23.6 22.0 28.1 26.4
1982 601,461 22,4 23.2 27.9 26.5
1983 601,576 21.2 23.9 29.1 25.8
10-~year total 5,236,432 23.2% 23.0% 27.2% 26.6%
Source: FBI Uniform Crime Reports (unpublished data submitted to BJS).
Table 4. Robbery: Uniform Crime Reports, breakdown by weapon, 1974-83
Percent of reported crimes involving
Knife Other Personal
or dangerous weapons
Number other weapon (hands,
of Any cutting (club, hammer, fists,
Year robberies firearm instrument blunt object) feet)
1974 389,140 44,7% 13.1% 8.1% 34.1
1975 439,965 44.8 12.5 7.8 35.0
1976 408,788 42,6 13.0 7.8 36.5
1977 383,962 41.6 13.2 8.5 36,7
1978 405,735 40.8 12,7 9.0 37.5
1979 434,654 39,7 13.2 9.4 37.9
1980 526,537 40.3 12.8 9.1 37.8
1981 522,549 40,1 13.1 8.9 37.8
1982 512,444 39.9 13.6 9.1 37.4
1983 488,246 36.6 13.6 9,5 40,3
10-year total 4,512,020 41.0% 13.1% 8.8% 37.2%
Source: FBI Uniform Crime Reports {unpublished data submitted to BJS).

with other weapons (table 5). Nearly
half of the rapes by offenders with guns
(49%) and more than two-fifths of the
rapes by offenders with knives were
completed, compared to more than a
fourth (28%) of rapes by unarmed of-
fenders and a fifth of those armed with
other weapons.

Offenders armed with guns com-
pleted 79% of all robberies, those with
knives completed 61%, and those with
other weapons, 56%; unarmed offenders
completed 57% of all robberies. The
possession of other weapons did not
generally seem to increase the com-
pletion rate for rapes or robberies
above that of unarmed offenders.

Offenders armed with guns com-
pleted 14% of all aggravated assaults,
whereas those armed with knives com-
pleted 24% and those armed with other
weapons completed 43% of such as-
saults, (The relatively low rate of
completions associated with aggravated
assaults is because, under NCS defini-
tions, completed aggravated assaults
must always involve an injury whereas
completed robberies may or may not
include injury to the vietim.)

Characteristics of vietims

Male vietims and black victims were
more likely than female vietims and
white vietims to be accosted by an
armed offender (table 6). While the
differences for men and women were
consistent across weapon types, blacks
were twice as likely as whites to be
confronted by an offender armed with a
gun (23% vs. 11%), more than 50% more
likely than whites to be victimized by
an offender with a knife (16% vs. 10%),
and as likely as whites to suffer vic-
timization by an offender with another
weapon (13%).

While the percentage of the popu-
lation vietimized by an armed offender
varied little by age of the victim, there
were differences in the type of weapon
used. Older victims (50-64 and 65 and
older) suffered relatively more victim-
izations by offenders armed with guns
and relatively fewer victimizations by
offenders armed with other weapons
than did the youngest vietims (12-19).

Multiple vietims and
multiple offenders

Offenders armed with guns or other
weapons were more likely than those
armed with knives or unarmed offend-
ers to victimize more than one person
in the same incident (table 7). Forty
percent of the victimizations commit-
ted by offenders with guns and 30% of
those by offenders with other weapons
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Table 5. Rapes, robberies, and aggravated assaults,
by type of weapon, 1973-82

Number of Pereent of vietimizations that were
Type of weapon victimizations Total Completed Attempted
Rape
By armed offender
Guns 165,000 100% 48.7% 51,3%
Knives 206,000 100 41.9 58.1
Other weapons 82,000 100 19.8 80.2
Weapon type not ascertained 19,000 100 42,3 57.7
By unarmed offender 1,110,000 100 28.1 71.9
Don't know whether offender armed 185,000 100 22,0 78.0
Robbery
By armed offender
Guns 2,454,000 100% 78.8% 21.2%
Knives 2,225,000 100 60.6 39.4
Other weapons 1,420,000 100 55.5 44,5
Weapon type not ascertained 296,000 100 67.7 32.3
By unarmed offender 4,862,000 100 56.6 43.4
Don't know whether offender armed 1,370,000 100 60.8 39.2
Aggravated assault?®
By armed offender
Guns 5,662,000 100% 13,8% 86.2%
Knives 4,608,000 100 24.2 75.8
Other weapons 7,170,000 100 42,7 57.3
Weapon type not ascertained 872,000 100 38.7 61.3
By unarmed offender 938,000 100 100.0 b
Don't know whether offender armed 88,000 100 100.0 b
Note: For victimizations in which offenders b with injury.
had more than one type of weapon, weapons Attempted assault by unarmed offenders
were tallied in each appropriate category. is defined as simple rather than aggravated
a Completed assault is defined as assault assault.

Table 6. Characteristics of victims of violent crime victimizations
by type of weapon, 1973-82

Percent of vietimizations

By armed offender Don't
Number Weapon know
Vietim of By type not whether
character- victim- unarmed Total ascer- offender
istics izations Total offsnder armed Gun Knife Other tained was armed
Sex
Male 41,590,000 100% 52.0%  41.2% 14.0% 11.8% 15.6% 1,9% 6.8%
Female 23,753,000 100 62.4 28.9  10.4 8.8 9.2 1.8 8.7
Race
White 55,506,000 100% 58.4%  34.5% 11.1% 10.0% 13.3% 1.8% 7.1%
Black 8,813,000 100 39.1 51.0 22.5 15.6 13.3 2.0 9.9
Age
12-19 21,218,000 100% 61.3% 33.7% 8.7% 10.8% 14.2% 1.6% 5.0%
20-34 29,744,000 100 55,1 38:1 14,0 10.9 13.5 1.8 6.8
35-~49 8,440,000 100 51.0 38.9 15.7 10.8 12,0 2.2 10.1
50-64 4,175,000 1000 46,3 38.7 16,2 10.4 11.1 2.8 14.9
65+ 1,767,000 100 441 35.6 15.2 8.8 10.6 2.5 20,3
Note: Percents may not add to total because of weapon incidents are tallied in all appropriate
rounding. Weapon type percents add to more than categories.
total armed percent because weapons in multiple
Table 7. Number of victims and offenders in violent erime victimizations
by type of weapon, 1973-82
Number of victims Number of offenders
4 or 2 or Un-
Type of weapon 1 2 3 more 1 more known
By armed offender
Gun only 59.9% 21.4% 8.1%  10.6% 57.2%  35.8%  7.0%
Knife only 75.4 13.9 5.0 5.7 66.5 32.7 0.8
Other only 69.8 17.4 5.1 7.7 59.3 38.7 2.0
Combinations of weapons 51.2 22.8 8.8 17.2 34.5 64.6 0.9
Type not ascertained 76.2 15.7 3.0 5.1 63.3 31.8 4.9
By unarmed offender 78.7 13.1 4.0 4.2 72.3 26.8 0.9
Don't know whether
offender armed 81.4 12.7 3.0 2.9 53.3 42.4 4,3

involved multiple victims, compared to
25% of those by offenders with knives
and 21% of those by unarmed offenders.

Fifty-seven percent of victimiza-
tions by offenders with guns and 59% of
those by offenders with other weapons
were committed by a lone offender,
compared to 67% by offenders with
knives and 72% by unarmed offenders.
When combinations of weapons were
used (guns, knives and other weapons),
more than one victim was involved in
about half the incidents, and more than
one offender was involved in about two-
thirds of incidents.

The victim-offender relationship

Victims are more likely to face
armed offenders if their assailants are
strangers (68%), rather than acquaint-
ances (26%) or relatives (6%) (table 8).
Strangers were the offenders in 71% of
all victimizations involving guns, in
68% of all involving knives, and in 65%
of all involving other weapons,

Consequences of weapons use

Attacks with weapons

Violent offenders may use weapons
to force the vietim to submit to the
offender's demands without actually
assaulting the victim and causing
injury. Offenders armed only with guns
actually shot vietims in somewhat less
than 4% of all violent victimizations
and attempted to shoot the victim in
219% of such incidents; offenders armed
only with knives actually stabbed
victims in 10% and tried to stab victims
in another 12% of all victimizations
(table 9). More than half of all
vietimizations by offenders armed only
with guns (58%) and half of all
vietimizations by offenders armed only
with knives involved only the threat
posed by the weapon itself.

Robbery

It is useful to examine findings for
robbery separately, because even
though a vietim may also be assaulted
during e robbery, a defining character-
istic of this crime is that the offender
attempts to coerce the victim into
turning over his or her possessions.

Robberies are roughly twice as like-
ly to involve offenders armed with guns
(20%) as are other NCS violent erimes—
10% for rape and 11% for assault (table
10). Similarly, knives are used in 17%
of robberies, compared to 11% of rapes
and 9% of assaults. Robberies consti-
tuted approximately 19% of all violent




Table 8. Weapon use by relation of victim to offender, 1973-82

Type of weapons uszd

Table 9. Weapon involvement in viclent
crime attacks, attempted attacks and threats
by offenders armed only with guns or knives,
1973-82

Type hot Don't

Type of Any ascer- know
relationship weapon Gun Knife Other  tained None if armed Total

Total 100.0% 100.0%  100.0% 100.0%  100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
Stranger 67.6 71.2 67.8 64.5 62.5 55,0 76.9 61.1
Acquaintance 26.0 22.1 26.0 30.0 26.8 36.0 19.6 31.2
Relative 6.4 6.7 6.2 5.5 10.7 9,0 3.5 7.7
Number of
vietim-
izations 21,714,000 7,216,000 6,186,000 7,254,060 1,059,000 34,092,000 4,325,000 60,131,000

of weapon, the crime is classified by the most
serious weapon present,

Note: Categories of weapon use are arrayed in
perceived order of seriousness. For erimes in
which offender(s) possessed more than one type

Table 10. Proportion of victimizations involving weapon used by type of violent crime, 1973-82

Percent of vietimizations by offenders with:

Number Weapon Don't
of victim- type not No know if
Type of erime izations Total Gun Knife Other ascertained weapon armed
Total 65,343,000 100% 12.7% 10.1% 12.1% 1.8% 55,8% 7.5%
Rape 1,738,000 109 9.5 10,7 4.1 1.1 63.9 10.7
Robbery 12,248,000 100 20.0 16.7 10.0 2.4 39.7 11.2
Assault 51,358,000 100 11.0 8.5 12.9 1.7 58.3 6.5

Gun Knife
only only
Total 100.0% 100.0%
Attacks
Shot or knifed 3.5 9.8
Other injury
Including attempted
attack with weapon 4,0 3.8
Weapon present, not used 6.5 113

Attempted attacks without
injur

W is{h weapon 17.3 7.9

Weapon present, not used 5.1 9.4
Threats

With weapon 57.9 49.9

Weapon present, not used 4,8 7.0
Attack or threat type not

available 0.9 0.9

type of weapon, the crime is classified by the
most serious weapon present. Percents may not
add to total because of rounding.

Note: Categories of weapon use are arrayed
in perceived order of seriousness. For erimes
in which offender(s) possessed more than one

Table 11, Weapon use in violent crimes, 1973-82

Percent of victimizations by offenders with;

Weapon Don't
type not No know if
Type of crime Tatal Gun Knife Qther  ascertained weapon armed
Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
Rape 2.7 2.0 2.8 0.9 1.6 3.0 3.8
Robbery 18.7 29.6 31.0 15.4 24,9 13.3 27,9
Assault 78.6 68.4 66.2 83.6 73.5 83.6 68.3
Number of
victimizations 65,343,000 8,285,000 6,598,000 7,938,000 1,187,000 36,431,000 4,905,000

type of weapon, the crime is classified by the
most serious weapon present. Percents may not
add to total because of roundinsy.

Note: Categories of weapon use are arrayed
in perceived order of seriousness. For crimes
in which offender(s) possessed more than one

Table 12. Atiack injuries, medical attention and hospitei sare in violent erime
victimizations, by type of weapon, 1973-82

Percent of vietimizations

Did Did vietim
injured who needed
vietim medical help
Number Was vicetim Was vietim  need med- receive hos~
of vietim- attacked?* injured? ical help? pital care?
Type of weapons izations Total No Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes

By armed offender

Gun only 7,565,000  100%  63.4% 36.6%  22.6% 14,0% 6.4% 7.5% 1.4% 6.2%
Knife only 6,190,000 100 §57.3 42.7 17.8  24.9 11,3 13.6 3.5 10,1
Other only 7,923,000 100 37.2 62.8 17.8  45.0 23.0 22.0 6.6 15.5
Combinations

of weapons 1,142,000 - 100 41.8 58.2 20,2 37.9 16.8 21,1 6.6 14.5
Type not

ascertained 1,187,000 100 43.9  56.1 13.6 42,5 23,5 18,9 5.7 13.3

By unarmed

offender 36,431,000  100%  47.9% 52.1%  22.1% 20.9% 19.5% 10.4% 4.8% 5.6%

Don't know whether

offender armed 4,905,000  100%  62.7% 37.3%  15.2% 22.1% 12.9% 9.2%  3.4% 5.2%

100% of vietims of each weapon category, Per-
cents may not add to total because of rounding.
*Attacks include attempted attacks.

Note: Percentages in each column represent
subcategories of the previous column. When read
horizonally the table shows what happens to the

erimes recorded by the NCS during this
period, but this erime accointed for
30% of all victimizations involving guns
and 31% of erimes involving knives
(table 11).

Injury

Offenders armed with only guns or
knives were less likely to attack
vietims than either unarmed offenders
or those armed with other weapons
(table 12). When compared with vie-
tims of offenders armed only with
knives or other weapons, vietims of
offenders armed only with guns were
less likely to suffer injury; vietims were
injured in 14% of all victimizations by
offenders armed only with guns, in 25%
of all victimizations by offenders
armed only with knives, and in 45% of
all victimizations by offenders armed
only with other weapons. Victims
attacked by unarmed offenders were
injured in 30% of all unarmed victim-
izations.

When armed offenders attack vie-
tims they do not always use their
weapons. For example, an offender
with a gun may hit, push, or kick a
vietim.

Gunshot injuries make up about 25%
of injuries sustained by victims in
crimes by offenders armed only with
guns {3.5% shot out of 14% injured),
Similarly, stabbing or cutting injuries
make up about 40% of the injuries to
vietims of offenders armed only with
knives (9.8% with knife wounds out of
24,9% injured). Other injuries are those
caused by the armed offender hitting,
kieking, or otherwise attacking the
vietim, -




In order to avoid ambiguities in
associating injury to weapon type, anal-
yses relating to injury were restricted
to those erimes in which the offender
possessed only one type of weapon. In
addition, with the exception of sum-
mary injury tables, those injuries
directly attributable to weapons (gun-
shots and stabbings) are distinguished
from those caused by other types of
attacks.

Vietims of attacks by offenders
armed only with other weapons were
the most likely of any attack vietims to
be injured. Specifically, only 28% of
those attacked with other weapons
escaped injury.

Victimizations in which the vietim
received gunshot injuries represented
4% of all victimizations involving of-~
fenders armed only with guns (table
13). Similarly, victimizations involving
knife injury represented 10% of all vie-
timizations by offenders armed only
with knives. In all attacks in which a
knife was preseat, 23% resulted in knife
injuries; in all attacks in which a knife
was actually used in the attack, 45%
resulted in knife injuries.

Because of the nature of other
weapons, for those victimizations by
offenders armed only with other weap-
ons it is not possible to determine
whether victim injuries were attribut-
able to the weapon itself or to other
aspects of the attack.

Eight percent of victims of attacks
by offenders with more than one type
of weapon suffered a gunshot or knife
wound, although the specific type of
wound is not determinable from the
data (table 14).

Medical attention

Victims injured in attacks by of-
fenders with guns or knives were more
likely than those injured by offenders
with other weapons or those injured by
unarmed offenders to require medical
attention or to require hospital treat-
ment (table 15). Forty-four percent of
those injured by offenders armed only
with guns and 41% of those injured by
offenders armed only with knives re-
quired hospital treatment, compared
with 34% of victims of offenders armed
only with other weapons. Victims in~
jured in attacks by unarmed offenders
required hospital treatment in 19% of
all such victimizations.,

For victims who reported hospital
stays of overnight or longer, those who
had been injured by guns reported an
average hospital stay of 16,3 days (half

Table 13. Gunshot and knife injuries by offenders armed only with guns or knives, 1973-82

Number of Percent Number of Percent

victimizations resulting vietimizations resulting

involving in gunshot involving in knife

only guns injuries only knives injuries

Total vietimizations® 7,565,000 3.5% 6,190,000 9.8%

All attacks ghere weapon

was present 2,748,000 9.5 2,613,000 23.1
With weapons used? 1,873,000 14.0 1,331,000 45.4
with injury® 1,058,000 24,7 1,541,000 39.2

8 Attacks and threats: rape, robbery and
b assault,
Includes attempts but not threats.

¢ Injuries included are those caused by use of

the weapons as well as other types of
attacks by offenders (hitting, kicking).

Table 14. Type of injury by weapon use in violent attacks, 197382

Number of Gunshot Other
violent or knife serious Minor No
attacks® Percent wound  injury® injuryd  injury
By armed offender
Gun only 2,766,000 100% 9.5% 5.6% 23.2% 61.8%
Knife only 2,644,000 100 22,9 4,4 31.0 41.7
Other weapon only 4,976,000 100 - 1.7 50,0 28.3
Combinations of weapons 664,000 100 8.12 8.6 48,5 34.8
Type not ascertained 752,000 100 1.7 12.5 52.8 33.0
By unarmed offender 18,969,000 100 - 7.0 50,5 42.5
Don't know whether
offender armed 1,828,000 100 - 12.2 47.1 40,7

Note: Percents may not add to total because

of rounding.

& attacks include attempted attacks.
In victimizations in which offenders were
armed with both guns and knives, the data do
not allow differentiation between gun and
knife wounds.

€ Other serious injury includes broken bones,

loss of teeth, internal injuries; loss of con-
sciousness and undetermined injuries
requiring 2 or more days of hospitalization.
Minor injury includes bruises, black eyes,
cuts, seratches, swelling and undetermined
injuries requiring less than 2 days
hospitalization.

victimizations, by type of weapon, 1973-82

Table 15. Medical treatment and hospital care required by victims of violent erime

Number of

vietims injured

Percent of
injured vietims
who required
hospital care

-Percent of
injured vietims
who required
medical attention

By armed offender

Gun only 1,058,000 54.0% 44.2%
Knife only 1,541,000 54,6 40.7
Other only 3,568,000 48.9 34.4
Combinations of weapons 433,000 55.6 38.2
Weapon type not ascertained 504,000 44,6 31.2
By unarmed offender 10,910,000 34,8 18.8
Don't know whether offender armed 1,085,000 41.6 26.1

Note: Vietim injuries include those inflicted by weapons and those inflicted by other means.

stayed at least 7.3 days—-the median),
compared to an average of--

e 7.2 days for incidents involving knives
(median 5.0),

o 8.2 days for other weapons (median
4.1), and

¢ 6.6 days for injuries inflicted by
unarmed offenders (median 3.5).

When a gun was used, almost half (46%)
of hospitalized vietims spent 8 days or
more in the hospital (table 16).

Summary

Generally, females and whites were
less likely to encounter an armed

5

assailant when experiencing a erime
incident than males and blacks.

Possession of a gun was associated
with a higher completion rate than
possession of a knife or other weapon as
to an offender’'s ability to complete
robberies and rapes.

Of the rapes, robberies, and assaults
committed by armed offenders, a sub-
stantial proportion resulted in vietim
injury, with a smaller proportion result-
ing in serious injury; however, the level
of injury sustained from an actual
attack reflects the seriousness of the
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weapon used. Further, even if the vie-
tim eseapes from an incident uninjured,
the presence of a weapon, particularly

a gun, may increase the likelihood that
the erime will be completed.

For guns in particular it appears
that the weapon may be used by the
offender to coerce the victim into
meeting demands rather than to injure
the victim; however, if the weapon is
actually fired, the risk of serious injury
(and perhaps death, though homicides
are not and cannot be measured by a
survey that interviews victims) is
greater for the victim than if another
weapon or no weapon at all is used.

Methodology

These findings were developed from
the National Crime Survey (NCS), an
ongoing household survey in which all
members age 12 and older in 60,000
households throughout the country are
interviewed twice a year concerning
whether they have been victims of
crime, and, if so, what the character-
istics of the crimes ware. Findings
were aggregated for the period 1973-82
to provide a large number of sample
cases for examination.

This report covers the three violent
erimes measured by the National Crime
Survey.

Rape in this program is defined as
completed or attempted unlawful sex-
ual intercourse with a male or female
by force or without legal or factual
consent.

Robbery is defined as unlawful
taking or attempted taking of property
that is in the immediate possession of
another by force or threat of force.

Assault is the unlawful intentional
infliction or attempted infliction of
injury upon the peison of another. Ag-
gravated assault oceurs when there is
serious bodily injurv or an unlawful
threat or attempt 1o inflict bodily
injury or death by means of a deadly or
dangerous weapon. Simple assault is
the unlawful intentional infliction or
the attempt or threat to inflict less
than serious bodily injury without a
deadly or dangerous weapon.

The National Crime Survey cate-
gorizes weapons as guns, knives, and
"other" weapons. Other weapons are
objects capable of inflicting injury and
include rocks, bottles, sticks, and
miscellaneous weapons such as brass
knuckles. "Armed offenders" as defined
in this report are those who are carry-
ing one of these weapons.

Table 16. Length of inpatient hospital care, by type

of weapon, 1973-82

Percent of injured victims
hospitalized overnight or longer

Type 1-2 3-4 5-7 8 days

of weapon Total days days days or more Mean Median
Gun 100,0% 22.4% 10.8% 21,3% 45.5% 16,3 days 7.3 days
Knife 100.0 27.7 16.4 26.8 29.1 7.2 5.0
Qther 100.0 30.2 21.9 21,8 26.1 8.2 4.1
Unarmed 100.0 29.5 27.3 19,0 24.2 6.6 3.5

Note: This table is restricted to injuries
actually produced by the weapons indicated as
opposed to situations where the weapon was

present but not used in the attack that resulted
in the injury.

Throughout this report the terms
"offender" and "offenders" are used
interchangeably. Victimizations by
lone offenders and by multiple offend-
ers are not separated in the analyses,
except in the section pertaining to
number of offenders.

-For analyses dealing with the ef-
fects of weapons on injury and erime
completion, only those erimes in which
offenders had only one type of weapon
are examined in order to avoid confu-
sion as to which weapon was the pri-
mary cause of the phenomenon under
discussion. Because the offender had
only one type of weapon in 95% of the
victimizations in which the vietim
could identify a weapon, the overall
effect of ignoring crimes with multiple
weapons is minimal.

For different kinds of analyses
weapon use was categorized different-
ly. For example, in some analyses the
combination category was examined
separately; in other cases, a hierarchy
was established to differentiate crimes
involving guns from those involving
knives and those involving other weap-
ons. In other instances, weapon type
was classified in all appropriate
categories (see table notes for details).

Issue of undercounting

The NCS may significantly under-
count the number of people nonfatally
injured by firearms. In a recent study
of these victimizations, Philip Cook
used NCS injury data arid Uniform
Crime Report (UCR) homicide data to
creaf,ze a gunshot death to injuries
rate.” He compared this rate for the
years 1973-79 to similar rates con-
structed from small area police data
and to FBI data on the number of police
officers assaulted and killed. He found
that the NCS/UCR rate (UCR gun hom-
icides divided by the NCS estimate of
nonfatal gunshot cases plus UCR gun
homicides) indicated that 34.6% of all

200k, Phifip J. "The Case of the Missing Vietims:
Gunshot Woundings in the National Crime Survey,"
Journal of Quantitative Criminology, Vol. 1, No. 1,
1985, pp. 91-102,

people shot subsequently died; the
"other studies" all indicated that only
about 15% of all gunshot vietims died.

Because Cook thought it unlikely
that all the other studies were incor-
rect, he concluded that the NCS under-
counts nonfatal gunshot injuries, and
presented two hypotheses for the
undercount: (1) people shot by relatives
or while engaged in some criminal ac-
tivity may not report such injuries to
NCS interviewers; (2) the people most
likely to be victims of serious violent
erime~--young males and people with de-
viant lifestyles—are probably under-
represented in the NCS sample, and
therefore are never interviewed.

If Cook's conelusions and hypotheses
are correct, the NCS, while under-
counting the totality of people injured
by guns, presents an estimate of gun-
shot injuries for those people living in
typical household settings, thus afford-
ing the average citizen an estimate
upon which to base a judgment of the
degree to which he or she is vulnerable
to gunshot injury.

Bureau of Justice Statistics Special
Reports are prepared principally by
BJS staff under the direction of
Joseph M. Bessette, deputy director
for data analysis. This report was
written by Marshall DeBerry, Patsy
Klaus, Michael Rand, and Bruce
Taylor (listed alphabetically) and
edited by Benjamin H. Renshaw,
deputy director for management.
Marilyn Marbrook, publications unit
chief, administered report produc-
tion, assisted by Millie J. Baldea,
Tina Dorsey, and Joyce M. Stanford.
Gertrude Thomas provided statistical
assistance and Catherine J. Whitaker
and Richard W. Dodge provided sta-
tistical reviews.
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Call toll-free 800-732-3277 (local
251-5500) to order BJS reports, to be added
to one of the BJS mailing lists, or to speak
to a reference specialist in statistics at the
Justice Statistics Clearinghouse, National
Criminal Justice Reference Service,

Box 6000, Rockville, MD 20850, Single
copies of reports are free; use NCJ number
to order. Postage and handling are charged
for bulk orders of single reports, For single
copies of multiple titles, up to 10 titles are
free; 11-40 titles $10; more than 40, $20;
libraries call for special rates.

Public-use tapes of BJS data sets and
other criminal justice data are available
from the Criminal Justice Archive and
information Network, P.Q. Box 1248, Ann
Arbor, M| 48106 (313-763-5010).

National Crime Survey

Criminal victimization in the U.S.:
1983 (final report), NCJ-86459, 10/85
1982 (final report), NCJ-92820, 11/84
1973-82 trends, NCJ-90541, 9/83
1981 (final report), NCJ-90208
1980 (final report), NC.-84015, 4/83
1979 (final report), NCJ-76710, 12/81

BJS special reports:

Reporting crimes to the police, NCJ-99432,
12/85

Locating city, suburban, and rural crime, NCJ-
99535, 12/85

The risk of violent crime, NCJ97119, 5/85

Tha economic cost of crime to victims, NCJ-
93450, 4/84

Family violence, NCJ-934489, 4/84

BJS bulletins:
Criminalvictimization, 1984, NCJ-98904,10/85
Households touched by crime, 1984, NCJ-

97689, 6/85

The crime of rape, NCJ-96777, 3/85
Household burglary, NCJ-96021, 1/85
Criminal victimization, 1983, NCJ-93869, 6/84
Violent ¢rime by strangers, NCJ-80829, 4/82
Crime and the elderly, NCJ-79614, 1/82
Measuring crime, NCJ-75710, 2/81

Response to screening questions jn the National
Crime Survey {BJS technical report), NCJ-
Qa7624, 7/85

Victimization and fear of crime: World
perspectives, NCJ-93872, 1/85

The National Crime Survey: Working papers,
vol. | Current and historical perspectives,
NCJ-75374, 8/82
vol. I Methological studies, NCJ-90307, 12/&84

Crime against the elderly in 26 cities,
NCJ-767086, 1/82

The Hispanic victim, NCJ}69261, 11/81

Issues in the measurement of crime,
NCJ-74682, 10/81

Criminal victimization of California residents,
1974-77, NCJ-70944, 6/81

Restitution to victims of personal and household
crimes, NCJ-72770, 5/81

Criminal victimization of New York State
residents, 1974-77, NCJ-66481, 9/80

The cost of negligence: Lossas from preventable
household burglaries, NCJ-53527, 12/79

Rape victimization in 26 American cities,
NCJ-55878, 8/79

Criminal victimization in urban schoots,
NCJ-56396, 8/79

Crime against persons in urban, suburban, and
rural areas, NCJ-53551, 7/79

An introduction to the National Crime Survey,
NCI-43732, 4/78

Local victim surveys: A review of the issues,
NCJ-39973, 8/77

Expenditure and employment

Justice expenditure and employment, 1982 (BJS
bulletin), NCJ-98327, 8/85

Justice expenditure and employment in the U.S.:
1980 and 1981 axtracts, NCJ-96007, 6/85
1971-79, NCJ-92596, 11/84
1979 (final report), NCJ-87242, 12/83

Corrections

BJS builetins and special reports:
Capital punishment 1984, NCJ-98399, 8/85
Prison admissions and releases, 1982,

NCJ-97995, 7/85

Prisoners in 1984, NCJ-97118, 4/85
Examining recidivism, NCJ96501, 2/85
Returning to prison, NCJ-85700, 11/84
Time served in prison, NCJ-93924, 6/84

Prisoners in State and Federal institutions on
Dec. 31, 1882 {(final), NCJ-93311, 12/84

Capi/tal punishment 1982 (final), NCJ-91533,
11/84

1979 surveyolinmates of State correctional facilities
and 1979 census of State correctional facilities:

BJS special reports:
The prevalence of imprisonment, NCJ-93657,
7/85
Career patterns in crime, NCJ-88672, 6/83

BJS bullatins:
Prisoners and drugs, NCJ-87575, 3/83
Prisoners and alcohol, NCJ-86223, 1/83
Prisons and prisoners, NCJ-80697, 2/82
Veterans in prison, NCJ-79232, 11/81

Census of jails and survey of [ail inmates:

Jail inmates, 1983 {BJS bulietin), NCJ-99175,
11/85

The } 983 jail census (BJS bulletin), NCJ-95536,
11/84

Jail inmates 1982 (BJS bulletin), NCJ-87161,2/83

Census of jails, 1978: Data for individual jails,
vols. -V, Northeast, North Central, South, West,
NCJ-72279-72282, 12/81

Profile of jail inmates, 1978, NCJ-65412, 2/81

Parole and probation

BJS bulletins:
Pro/bation and parole 1983, NCJ-94778,
9/84

Setting prison terms, NCJ-76218, 8/83

Par;)lg in the U.S., 1980 and 1981, NCJ-87387,

1/8

Characteristics of persons entering parole
during 1978 and 1879, NCJ-87243, 5/83

Characteristics of the parole population, 1978,
NCJ-66479, 4/81

Parole in the U.S., 1979, NCJ-89562, 3/81

Courts

38JS bulletin:
The growth of appeals: 1973-83 trends,
NCJ-96381, 2/85
Case filings in State courts 1983, NCJ-95111,
10/84

BJS special reports:

Felony sentencing in 18 local
jurisdictions, NCJ-97681, 6/85

The prevalence of guilty pleas, NCJ-96018,
12/84

Sentencing practices in 13 States, NCJ-95398,
10/84

Criminal defense systems: A natlonal
survey, NCJ-84630, 8/84

Habeas corpus, NCJ-92948, 3/84

Case filings in State courts 1983,
NCJ-95111, 10/84

State court caseload statistics, 1977 and
1981, NCJ-87587, 2/83

Supplement to the state court model statistical
dictionary, NCJ-98326, 9/85
The prosecution of felony arrests:
1980, NCJ-97684, 10/85
1979, NCJ-86482, 5/84
State court organization 1980, NCJ-76711, 7/82
State court model statistical dictionary,
Supplement, NCJ-98326, 8/85
1 st edition, NCJ-62320, 9/80
A cross-city comparison of felony case
processing, NCJ-56171, 7/79

Federal offenses and offenders
BJS special reports:
Pretrial release and misconduct, NCJ-96132,
1/85

BJS bullgtins:
Bank robbery, NCJ-04483, 8/84
Federal drug law violators, NCJ-92692, 2/84
Federal Justice statistics, NCJ-80814, 3/82
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Privacy and security
Computer ¢rime;

BJS special reports:
Electronic fund transter fraud, NCJ-96666, 3/85
Electronijc fund transfer and crime,
NCJ-9265Q, 2/84

Computer security techniques,
NC,J-84049, 9/82
Electronic fund transfer systems and crime,
NCJ-83736, 9/82
Legislative resource manual, NCJ-78830, 9/81
Expert witness manual, NCJ-77927, 9/81
Cr{r;/l?gl justice resource manual, NCJ-61550,

Privacy and security of criminal history
information:
Compendium of State legislation, 1984
overview, NCJ-98077, 9/85
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NCJ-69790, 5/81
A guide to dissemination, NCJ-40000, 1/79
Compendium of State legisiation:
NCJ-48981, 7/78
1981 supplement, NCJ-79652, 3/82

Criminal justice information policy:

Crime control and criminal records (BJS special
report), NCJ-99176, 10/85

State criminal records repositories (BJS
technical report), NCJ-99017, 10/85

Data quality of criminal history records, NCJ-
98079, 10/85

intelligence and investigative records,
NCJ-95787, 4/85

Victim/witness legislation: An overview,
NCJ-94385, 12/84

inforrmation policy and crime control strategies
(SEARCH/BJS conference), NCJ-93926,
10/84

Researnh access to criminal justice data,
NCJ-84154, 2/83

Privacy and juvenile justice recards,
NCJ-84152, 1/83

Survey of Htate laws (BJS bulletin),
NCJ-80836, 6/82

Privacy and the private employer,
NCJ-79651, 11/81

General

BJS bulletins:

Tracking offenders: The child victim, NCJ-
95785, 12/84

The severity of crime, NCJ-92326, 1/84

The American response to crime; An overview
of criminal justice systems, NCJ91936, 12/83

Tracking offenders, NCJ-91572, 11/83

Victim and witness assistance: New State
Ia\gg and the system's response, NCJ-87934,
5/

National survey of crime severity, NCJ-96017,
10/85

Sourcebook of criminal justice statistics, 1984,
NCJ-96382, 10/85

Criminal victimization of District ot Columbia
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NCJ-97982;Summary, NCJ-98667; 9/85

The DC crime victimization study implementation,
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an/$12.80 foreign

The DC household victimization survey database:
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User manyal, NCJ-98597, $8.20/$9.80/$12.80
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How to gain access to BJS data (brochure),
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Proceedings of the 2nd workshop on law and
justice statistics, 1984, NCJ 93310, 8/84
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Technical standards for machine-readable data
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To be added to any BJS mailing list, copy or cut out this page, fill it in and mail it to:
National Criminal Justice Reference Service
User Services Dept. 2
Box 6000
Rockville, MD 20850

D If the name and address on the mailing label attached are correct, check here and
don't fill them in agsin, If your address does not show your organizational affiliation (or
interest in eriminal justice) please put it here; .

I

If your name and address are different from the label,
please fill them in:

Name:

Title:
Orgarization:
Street or box:
City, State, Zip:
Telephone: ( )

Interest in criminal justice:

Please add me to the following list(s):

Justice expenditure and employment reports—annual spending and staffing by
Federal, State, and local governments and by function (police, courts, ete.)

Computer crime reports—electronic fund transfer system crimes

Privacy and security of eriminal history information and information policy--new
legislation; maintaining and releasing intelligence and investigative records

Federal statistics—Data describing Federal case processing, from investigatien
through prosecution, adjudication, and corrections

BJS Bulletins and Special Reports -—-timely reports of the most current justice data

Courts reparts—State court caseload surveys, model annual State reports, State
court organization surveys

Corrections reports—results of sample surveys and censuses of jails, prisons, parole,
probation, and other corrections data

Naticnal Crime Survey reports—the only regular national survey of crime vietims

Sourcebook of Criminal Justice Statisties (annual)—broad-bused data from 153
sources in an easy-to-use, comprehensive format (433 tables, 103 figures, index)

O OO 0o oo o oag d

Send me a registration form for NIJ Reports, published 6 times a year, which
abstracts documents published in criminal justice.

U.S. Department of Justice Ofﬁclial ?usiness y
. el Penalty for Private Use $300 BULK RATE
Bureau of Justice Statistics
POSTAGE & FEES PAID
DOJ/BIJS
Permit No. G~-91

Washington, D.C. 20531

Special Report






