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Donald D. Stewart, Ph.D. 

Bet-"'een 1 Je.nu,,-ry 1966 and 1 Octoher 1967 the District of 

Cohlmbia Board of Parole ~las responsible for the issuance of 

123 <larra."1.t:s for the arrest of releasee:} under the supervision 

of the Board .. Of the 123, there ~~ere 61 who t,ere good-time 

releasees cC:'C; 62 who t'lere parolees. All of these relee,sees had 
II 

been released from,D. C. Department of Corrections facilities ­

lIS from the' R"d'o:Cffi1:!l;O::Y for riel(, five from the Jail, a."1a eh,:ee 

The Board. issued an additional 

eigh.t: warrants £crr releasees from other jurisdictions who bad 

be'en transf8r.re:1 to the supervision of th2 D. C. Board. These 

eight ~ases are not considered in this analysis~ 

. t 4 t '1 . .4~IThe i. ssuance o:t a "t,rarran ...8 no _ e~tac to: y eqU:LV-E'"Lent 1.0 a 

opp{)rt~":"l.i ty to appear before the Hoard to ask for a continuation 

-re:P7:6.s(;Yitt~~{1" cy <?'.n iattorney at this hea.t'.1.ng. , 

\ ' 
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in. the record to indicate nov! 1!l2-r:.y of t.1:tis group had availed 

the=elves of this opportunity. H01'18ver.. in 115 of the 123 

ca.ses the relcClsee status vTaS revob:~d. The disposition of the 

remaining eight cases is soruewh1!t uncertain, but it appears 

that: in four cases the whereabouts of the releasees are unkncv7I1 

and in two cases the releasee was III custody in another juris­

diction. 

As is indicated in Table 1, the ~varrant ·releasees vlere pre­

do:nLTtantly Negro males and, as is indicated in Table 2, the med­

ian age was 38.5 years. Just over half, 50.4 percent, were slagle, 

B.S is noted in Table 3. The parolee group had a sub:; tantially 

comp:lred with 9.8 percent for the good-time releasees. As is 

. indicated in Table 4, abou.t one-third of the group had been 

sentenced for crimss against the person such as assault and 

robbery, another one-third had been sentenced for crimes against 

property such f.tS househr~akL.13 :2~nd acto theft, and the r,am.aining 

one-third for a miscellany of off8YiGeS, including 10.9 perce;:rt 


S",l1teilced for narcotic offenses. The good··time relea:OF.;es hn.o a 


~1·:Ll:h 6.1 percent fer tnt:' parolees. In this context, it may be 
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f,I 
i:elizsible Itn: parole but may receive a good-time reh,ase. 

The medi3.n length of the period of confinement for this 

group of 123 was 6.1 y:oa1:8. for the good-time l'eleasees it was 

6.4 years and for the parolees it VIas 5.4 years, as is noted in 

Table 6. A study of ",11 of the 480 inmates released from the 

.Reformatory 	i.n 1965 J:epQrted the median period of 9onfinemenJ::. 

for the 109 released on parole tr~t year as 5.3 years and for 

the 227 released on good-tine release it ..,as 4.7 years. That 

is, the pd:r:olees in the sample of warrant cases. had, as an av­

erage, the Sa.llC period of confinement as all parolees in 1965 

but the Wlal."C£tl1t cases who l".ad been released on good-time release 

p-Eld been c0.n,fined subst&,tially longer. 

One point concerning the 61 good-tune releasees in this 

group should be noted. There "iere seven in the group who ,vere 

ineli.gible for parole for statutory reaS011s. Of the remainder 

there I.,er" 25 who had applied for parole one or more times and 

had been refused. So far as the remaining 29 are conce~11ed 

there is nothing in, the records to indicate that they Md (lYer 

applied. I 
I 
\ 

The limsth of the period under sUDe4viSion before thG is­

~'alh~' 7 • Sll:mce of ths warrant: is indicated as 	 This is the 

I 




length of the period fro:!! 'the date of release from the instit:ution 

until the date of the issuance of the Wo.rrl1nt. 'Ihe actual length 

of the periods ran::;ed from les8 than one month to almost seven 

years. As the Table indicates the c:;:itical period for the 1.'13­

leasee is the first six months, and this finding is, in line with 

that reported by Glaner and others \.;ho have studied conparable 

groups of releasees. 

The length of the projected period of supervision at the 

I 

1. 


time of the issuance of the warrant is indicated as Table 8. 


For the parolees in the group this would represent the length 

of the period betwe0n the date of tile issuance of the warl:ant 

and the date the e:~:i:ration of the fficlXirrn...1lll SE:l1tenc'e. Fo't' 

the good-time releasE;es dris period is that remaining from the 

" .date of the issuance of the Harrant until the expiration 01- the 

maximum sentence less leO days. Presuwably the prospect of re­

lease from supervision would be an incE!ntive to conformity, but 

more than half of this gJ:oup had less than tim Y2ars of sl.Iper­

. ,vision remaining. Hmvever, since time is relative this rillgnr:
, 

seem like a very long period to the rele:1See althou,e:h it should 
, ' ­

, 
l be kEpt in mind t1:-!8.t, as was notE;d above, the median perio::! of 

I confinement for this group ;'Jas 6. 1 year,~.
j, 
I 
" 1 

The re:}BGl1S givf:;;n for the issu4,rH~e of the W.:1~Lant arc:! :tn ....j 
j ! . 

1 dicated as Table 9~ The llumber ox differe.nt reasons was 8ub­
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I, 

+<i 1J ~ -, t'"s t an ... _a _y gre." ...er J:nan 'fleX indic[d::eci in the Table, and the 

categories of reasons in the Table are merely approximations. 

Three of the items in Table 9 merit further discussion. 

First, it may be noted, ar'rest for a U:=:W offense is not 01:'­

di.ns.rily considered to be ~L~ a I.-easan for the is SU,::"LllCe of " 

..:arrant. If th~ offense is .a misdei;.;Ganor •. an-d if tne releasee 

is released after payment of a fin<o, or serving a short jail 

sentence, or in some other similar manner, and if the record of 

therele3see has been other,.,Tise satisfactory, the supervi,s:i:ng 

officer may' do no more than reprimand the releasee. If the re­

leases hiJ.s been cllarged with a felony a:ncr. is :tn c us tody, s ~n:r~'2 

prelirninEtyy investigation of the case against the rf1:1r;a~ee is 

of the staff of the Board of Parole stated that in most of these 

cases. incl1.1ding both those charged 'I-lith felonies and misdemeaT,ors, 

the releasee. :in addition to being chElrgec with a ne", offen.se, 

hsd also be.,:<u guilty of a violation or' Olle 01:' more of the Board 

regulat:'.ons. As preliminary to the issuance of a <varcant a Re­

quest: for IVarrant is prep.3.t'ed by t'l:w st1pervlsi~1g officr:r respon~ 
! 

sible for t~he releasee., Th8 el{aminationi , of Q. ncmcber of such 

requests indi.ca.tes tha t the £Ol:egoil1g of the staff are 

http:offen.se


The sec')nd point to be:nentioned has to do ,'1ith the total 

of 328 reasons cited in the Table. The- fact is that the nL!mber 

of known violations is subs t~ln tially larger than this figurE', 

because one reason may actually represent a n~~ber of similar 

violations. To illustrate, oue of the most frequently cited 
, 

reasons is "failure co report"'wh:tch means the failure to ke.ep 
• 

an appointment or appointments, which m2.y have been made a UllJll­

ber of times either by letter or by telephone An examination0 

of a. sample of the requests noted a.bove on which this reason had 

it 
been cited indicated a number of broken appointments ranging 

be true of" such other itClns as unautborizl~d cl1ang:Lng of j Ob8 cr 

of address, that is, one such cbange is seldon the basis for: the 
«
preparation of a request. A number of changes t'7ould ordinar:Uy 

b~ve transpired. 
i . 

One other matter It\ay be made in this conte:l{t. The re.search
I 
i unit is currently developing dE.ta to be used on the basis fo;: 

base e:1..'"Pectancy tables. Ordinaril.y these tabl.es Ji.s,::uss nf.a5.1~ 

ures" on parole in torrns of technical violations or new o:Ef:enses. 

The largest part: of these cases Illay be :Ldentified 'J.fJ one or the 

other but theJ:.·e is a grlLy area in ~;hich both may be invQlvod. 

Also, sillce i),lmostElJ. r;f th'2se cases 
\ 



1 
:1 

more than one violation, :I.t. might be difficult to identify th~ 


one most important technical violation wInch led to revocation. 


A third item which merits mentIon is that listed on the 


Table as "general failure to coo,Jerate." The reported beluwior 


described h87_"C is difficult to classify but would include smeh 


a,c dons a,S frequent dishone.s ty, . the e;;c;:5ression pf hos tile -at ­

. titudes towurd the supervising officer and others, u..--lWillillgness 

to meet fa'Ilily or debtoX' obligations, and similar behnvior. Of 

course the acbission of such reasons for the issuance of a 'l-la1:" 

rant opens the possibility that the request ~~Y,be only the re­

suIt of a rersoaaJity conflict beoveen officer and releasee but, 

-as is noted be1m},there is little evidence' to sUijport such a 

charge by a revoked releasee. It is my opinion that the evidence 

required.in support of a request and the system of checks and 

C01.mter-checb;; against the casual issuance of vlarrants is such 

as to militate against the free expression of prejudice by the 

t'1ith reference to t:he foregoing, it may be noted that there 

were 17 S1.,lpervising officers who had pre~ared tbese requests. 
\ 

The number prepare~1 ranged from tvlO to 18', 1'81:" officer ~"ith a med­

ian of fiVe. The cliatribu:::ion am.ong offibers saet!19 to be fairly 

random and 1;',nre careful study of ttH~ size \ an'd character of the 

I-7­
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might be identified as especially rigi;:l .or punitiv,,,,, 

actually are. 

• 


-8­
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TABLEr 1 
l7tl1.-ra:.'1.t Gr(r...tP! Hac\::;. and Sex 

Entire Group, Good TL~e Releasees, and Parolees 

-

Race &. Sex 

~-

'l'OT..A.1., 

Negro :Hale-
wuite - Hale 

Negro - Female 

Hhlte - Female 1. .8 """ ...... --I 
I - .­" 

.-- - -
Entire Group Good T 

_.­
~"1 1­
l'f;,l!D.LJer '" No. !Pe"".'--I 

'lr'll'._.t.:J 100 0 61
1 •
 

102 i 82.9 
 1+9 
I 

1Q18 14.6 

k" 1.6 :2 

ParoleE!s 



:I 


I 


TABLE 2 
1>,~a:J:~r.$.nl: Grot:.\ti t ,:\ge 

Entire GroL~ih Goo,} TiLle Rele<lS ee;s. and Paro1c'~s 

I,ultire Group 
Age, in Yem:s 1___ _~ 

---po. ITer. 
TOTAL , I 123 ' 1100.0 

Under 25 I 4 3.2 

45 - 49 

50 -51f 

55 - 59 

16 

2/+ 

2l{, 

17 

I 13 

10 

13.0 

19.5 

19 .. 5 

13.8 

10.5 

8.1 

7.3 

4,13 

IGood Time 

1'1'111I:bc '," 

61 

1 

8 

11 

l' 

7 

8 

, 
\) 

6 

2 

- I' 
Releasees 

-----j 
IParolees ! 

' 

I ~1edif"~i Age) 
II!. Years _3_8_<_5_Y_F'':_ ~9.5 y:~~. 

25 - 29 


30 - 34 


35 39 


!;l:. 

'.-	 ~-.~~". f 	 bo;;:~1M'}..~r P")...... ',;:nk 

I 

Perc£ut , '..:.::.;,L~../'J"-' , '''':::~~'' I 

100,0 62 


1.6 J " 
13.1 8 


18.0 13 


19.7 12 


13.1 10 


13.l 	 5 


9,,8 	 4 


3 


1,00.0 I 

tf.3 I 


I 

12.9 	 I 


I 

20.9 

19.3 


16$1 


8.0 

6.lf 

h .. 8 


6.it 


37.' Y,m1____, 	 __ 

I 


\ 



TlillLE 3 
l:arrant GrC111), }~"1r:U:::...'J.l Status 

E:nti:te Gr::n:q, Good Relc2:oces, and P.?.rolees ." 

Harital Status 

20 16.3 

62 50.!!. 
I 

""<., 113.7 

DiirdrCed 10 8.1 

Hidm-;ed 4. 3.2 

Commonlaw Narriage 2 1.6 

2 " ?1. 4 0 

61 :t 

6 "! 

\32 

,1: ' 
1 

1 

! 1 
I 

100.0 

9.13 

52,i, 

22.9 

9.8 

1.7 
~ 

1.7 

1.7 
- """""'*' 

30 


9 


6 .'+," 

3 
 4*3 

L61 


1 
 1.6 

I 

I 


I 

i 
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TALtE 4 
Offense, L"1.tire Group, Good 'rime ReleaseeS and Parolees 

-------------------------.------------­
~ntire Group [GoOd Time Re12asees. O.Efcns9 
. r;;;--I?-,' II:'7?':T'-;b-ert ...1" __ .;-. , .... PE~rcenl: 

I 	 1 
'£O'l'c\L ­ 2:Jl 

Jb.n:;der 3 

Hansla1.lghter 8 

. Rape oc" M\!/I(T(R J " 
Assault 21 

Robbery 45I 
HOlls ebretll( l:lg "e,J.. ;;! 
Grand Larceny 

I 
12 

Auto Theft I 11 
0 

Fraud, Including 
14. 

Felony - Narcoti.c 

Forgery 

22 

:1:t!.sdemeanors 19 

I Other2 
13 

t 	 . 

.__._._­

• 

1Q2100.0 100.0 

- ....... -­1.5 

3,9 6.81 

2.£; 2 1.9 

9.6 10 

I 	
9.S 

;\ 

22,3 21 	 20.S 

I 
,~13 .. 9 ...J 12"1 

Q• i,,~5.9 I 	 6 I 
5 

~5 .l~ 0 	 5.8

I 
~6.9 I I 	 6.8 

10.9 16 , e;.t....,.. Ii' 

9.4. 1 5.8 

6.4­ 7 6.8 
--1-­

Parol"es 

Humber ?e.rc.ent 

99 100.0 

3 3.0 

1 1.0 

3 3.0 

11 11.1 

24 2l~. 2 

15 1S.Z 

6 6.1j

5 5.0I 

7 ! 	7.1 

6.15 

I 
I 
! 

12.112 

6.8 !6 I 
i 
i 

1., l'he nU:.J.ber of oife.nses 'N'as greatar than the nuritber of cases be .. ' 
CatiSe SGDe l;Jere sBr",fi"'-:.3 concurrent senten.ces for tt10 or more offenses '" 



-----

TABLE ,) 
l(fs.rrant: Group, LEngth of Perio~ of CCllfinemanl:: 

Entire Groll,c., Good Time Releasees and Parolees 

TOTAL 

Le.ss '1'han 1 Yea.r 

1 - 2 Years 

2 - 3 Years 

3 - 4 Years 

l; - ;:.." Years 
I 


F ,. .' v~-.,.......
:J !l 	 13 10.5 6
.-~-,;::. I
, 
7 Years 15 12.1 11
i,i " - I {;7 - 8 Years • .- 7.3 7 


~ ~8 - 9 "fears 7 .;I • \) ;: 

9 - 10 Years 8 6J~ 5 


10 
 g (i.I. 1 


- ?11 - 12 Years I" -.~ ...... 1 


1,2 -13 Years I 2 1.6 1 


1 •813 - 14 Years I 5


15 and Over' 
}tedian Period 

! ~ .Ll.." ~t 	 ! :; yn.0r.... t K!:.7 	 ''',:t_~r." L '.J. " 

123 100.0 61 


4 3.2 --­
8 6 .. 4~ 1 


8 6.4 2 


19 '5 J 11
~t. .....!­

12 9.7 3 


lOO.u 

.... ---­
1.6 

3.2 

18.0 

13.1 

9.3 

~8.0 

ILl; 

8.1 

8.1 

1.6 

1.6 

1.6 


62 


4 


7 


6 


8 


4 


7 


, 
'-T 

2 


2 


3 


1 


<l 

I. 
~ 


I 
1 

1 


100.Q 

.11.2 


I.'",. 6 


12.9 

6.4 

11.1 

3<2 

3.2 

I..... 8 


11.2 

4.8 

1.6 


I 6
.~. 

3.2 ~~__L~,t.. ~, 
'. 	 I 


'I~"';j'r''"'I -..... 	 L" ,"' V(:J:l' -:" ~., 	 , ....7.Lo ,"'" j __.,.r~, 

--..,-.......-____.. ~_~.-l__r ..~_____._,_ _._~,~."",...-,~ """_'_~_~~""_"-"""'''''''''J.>-.._",___	l_",·-....,_.....__~._"......._._._", 

i 




TABLE 6 
T,... ,.., .... -.r-nt:. (''f'~r'··~,.., I 0n>'r~·~l ~"" p .....~ .. .t,.'F} ronf~ur..<'1\1';~_4.1.(',L 'IJ-;,..ll".t"', ,l .... _!::::'_1. \..JJ.. t;;;...1"...;'-':. '-oJ ..1.. '.;;;u. 

Entire Group, Geoci Time Rele.asees. feud Parolees. . 

Length or:. Per­
iod, in Years 

TOTAL 

Less Tn,,"u 1 'lE*'I 

3 - 4 Yoars 

4 - 5 Years 

5 - 6 

t 6 - 7 Yee..rs 

! 7 - 8 Years 

8 - 9 Years 

9 10 Years 

10 - 11 Years 

11 12 

12 13 Ye.ars 

7 

S 

2(} 

11 

8 

a 
8 

2 

5.7 1 1.6 I 
6.5 2 

11 15.0 

7 

9.7 3,,1 

13.0 

7 

5.5 .5 8.1 

6.5 8,,1 

6.5 1 L6 

1.6 

62 

3 

6 

6 

9 

l" 

7 

4 

3 

:3 

7 

100.0 

4.3 

9.6 

14.5 

6.4 1
! 

U.2 

,; 4 -. 

4 .. 8 

i 
! 
1 
I. 

I 
I 

3 4 .. 8 
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Hedian Period, 
In Nonths 6.6 Honths 

.I 

l 
I.
I . 
i 
1 

T..A.BLE 7 

T.!Dng:::h of Period Un'Jer Supervision before Harra::lt 

Entire Group, Good Time !{ele~13ees J und Parole<?s 


Pa:col,~esGood Ti'lll2 ReleaseesI,ength of Period I[i,tire Group 
In Nonths -:-:___-=___+':-::---:-__.......~----_+ 


~. 

Yi1.1r.1ber IPe1:"centNo. Per ~ NU!iiber I Pe1:'c~'nt. 

TOTAL 123 100.0 61. 100.0 62 llOO.O 
Less Than 3 Mos. 29 23 .. 5 14 2ft • 122.9 . 15 

303 - 5 Months 24.3 17 27.8 13 20.9 

6 - 8 Months 17 13.8 8 13.1 9 JA.S 
/ 

129 - 11 Honths 6 9 .. 6 I9.7 6 9.:3 

I'" "'! ~9 <! 

I 
7 ..i.._;' .. .:..12 - 17 Months lO.S • L,13 6 1 

1 

I 
I

18 - 23 NOl!ths 6 3 4.94.8 3 ! 4~8 

24 - 35 Honths 8.1 6.J~ i5 4 
t 

36 - 47 Honths 1 1.6 4.8 t3 

9 I ::: i 
48 and Oller 1 2 3.2 •I . ___3__~1~_·4___+_______~__ 

1.6 
I 
jII -" J,, 

509 Honths 7.1 Months~ 
, 
I 

I. 

I 


\ 

\ 
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TABLE 8 
Length of Projec-ted Pej~iod of Supervision at Time of I3suance 
of nr.~cnl1t, E~1tl::a G1."'CYUp, Good Ti8~3 Re.leHseGs end Parolees 

123 100.0TOTAL 

37 30,0Less Than 1 Year 

29 . 23.,5 1 2 Years 

2 - :3 Years 27 21.9 

-, '"' 3 - 4 Years ...1. 9.7 

4 5 Years 5 .04 " 

25 - 6 Years 1 ... 6 

6 - 7 Years 2 1.6 
I 

7 -"3 Yea1:'S 1 .8 

f 8 - 9 Years 1 .8 

2.49 - 10 Years 3 

10 YG2.rs & Over 3 I 2.4 

61 100.0 62 

20 32.S 17 

18 29.5 11 

16 26.2 11 

5 
,\ 

8,,2 

,2 
,', 

3.3 

2--""-­
2 

-_ .... _­ 1 

---_ ... 1 

----- 3 

--- ----.- 3 

17.7 

11 .. 2 

3 .. 2 
I 
i 

1.6 I 

41,,': 
J 

I 
' 

l~.8 I 

Life l 1----- ~~____'_----- _J.....---=-~I 
Nedian P'~riod 

___ ...,_"f 9 Y"'''rc: I 1.6 Ye=. --r 2,2i In Yea:rs 
_-_-I 

I 
\ 
I 

_. Approz:LQ~te!_y 2{} a~ t:j:Vf.~ p21:':.:lees!, t_fDB ~ ~'~rf:?' on. 

ti:m.~~ p.~r{')l(;.. t'Uliye 110 tY;;:]:7:S.~1t~~ ~3 foI:' 12 par()lE:e .1J] this 

h""i~')~1' -, ·"t-·-;n""" f-'o': t"0 .... k 1,. t" u'">-l!.- _$_~;;; t.- II ~') " 

I 



TABLE 9 

Eeasons for ISS'L1EnCe of l·!arrants 


All Supervised Rt~leasees, Good Tim ... Rele.<lsecs a.nd Parolees 


tire GroupR·aas ons for IG::-Time Releasee_s_l~I~~~p_D~O__ ___sle,'~ _____ 
lS$'!~nnce of 

iL.;.1~1:.;;':;:.:,t'l:..:~::.:",['::::1..3."'::.:;' ..:::.:;,:T::;;.O.:..__r11p::,..• •..,..__ P"rcellt I NU'TIber-_..._.,1Percent­• ..;:t::.-_____-' ;:."'1:::;;. --r::illnber J .- . -'r' I' 
""!:""!"'"A L1 I
l",.we,. 323 11DO.0 15& 

• 

l~ew Offense 68 
 20.7 

r
! Failed to Re­

~ 

I port ;;u,d!or 

File Report 55 
 16.7 33 


.\,. 

ing ~rea 59 

!I 


Ch~ng.i.TIg Jobs 3 !n-l 
cludtr12 Fail~'1Jt'C 'to 

. '·("J·~'1-;.,in~,,~""_ R."","'·'" >,-...\',,1;;<. __:;t·.. ..J..c 

~ t.l:nDloyne.."1.t. 56 
 17.0 21
, -

I use 'of NS.l:CDtics 10 
 3.3 

Use of Alcohol 15
I
 I
5 

Genera.l Faill:re 

to Cco:;-.. eznte 35 
 10.6 !lli. 

9.1 

170 1100 . 0
100.0 

l6.L;25.3 28 


I 

20.8 22 
 12.9 

30 ~ 17.618 •.3 


13.2 33 


(; 3.5 

3.2 3.8 

1 12 • 3
8.8 I 21 


11.2 7.5 18 _ ._J,_l~~_.__ ..--.-~-"_____J__- . ____ ----­

---~,--~-- ....--,...""--~,---
1. 'l'1ie t,c t,:i 1 is th3.u 

'Or :i:lOri"l J:'t22u;,:ons \~lere cases: 


... ".is ,It" 7 for tht.; good t.me it is ..t... l' .J , 

, 

), '" Il~C It,~d"~s illi:;g,::tl e. l~t:' PO~!£f;!,?'<sio'i.i. of t'7/~ap()n!l ~~18·~ 

t 1 ::j.] 1 ~.:.oh;:i::.; i t;:d.:J..::-l:' otnei:' '" A 
D.S i1n E.1,,:1 off.c:n8(~S bn~~ '\r.:c;::'e -no!: 

;:1'::'(; :tat ,'lith i..:rJ.r2~~::'-~;;~ 1r. J 

cl~.'1_:-}i:t:fi~;:d 




