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PICHLITHTE

A

A study was made cof the 562 inmates relezsed from
the D.C. Feforratory for Man in 1565 to define their
cnaracteristics and to exrliore nrocsdures for eavaluating
their narole rerformance and for develoeping parcle
prediction methods. The present renort outlines the
findings on release characteristics. Later reports will
deal with the parole performance of this group and with

the prediction of parole success among releasees of this

type.

0f the 568 releasees. 55 were released to detainers,
recerds vere incomplete on 18, and 15 died within the
first year after release. The remaining 480 cases com-

prise the subjects nf this rerort.

"

GF the 480 cases. 23 oercent were released on
parole, 47 percent on goond-time, and 30 percent at

gxpiration of sentence.

The typical releasee was a MNegro in his eavrly 30's,
unmarried prior to incarceration, previously employed 1in
semi-s5killed or unskilled work in construction or ser-

vice industries.



This releasee had an average 10 and about eight
years of formal schooling. He had dropped out of school

at about age 16.

He had been arrested at least aonce before age 19,
and had had at least five arrests and three incarcera-
tions before the instant offense. He had better than
even chance of being either a user of narcotics or 2

heavy user of alcohol.

The releasee was somewhat more 1ikely to have com-
mitted a crime against the person than a crémé against
praperty. He had been arrested alone in the commission
of the current offense and had pleaded guilty. He had

served almost four years for this last offense.

There were appreciable differences in characteris-
tics of the three classes of releasees: 1) the parolee,
2) the good-time releasee, and 3) the expiration-of-term
releasee. These differences are described in detail 1in

the report.

Because of the extensive arrest and incarceration
histories of the 568 inmates released from the Reforma-
tory for Men in 1965, they represent a major investment
by the District of Columbia in the form of costs of pre-

vious arrests, court appearances, periods of supervision

N



on probation and pafp1e, and institutional stays. 0On
the basis of groc&du%es developed by the Research
Bivision, Department of Corrections, it is estimated
that the 568 inmates represent a criminal-justice
careers cost, at the time of release in 1965, of
approximately $28,860,000. This is an average of about
$51,000 per releasee.
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SOCLAL AMD DEMOGRAFHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF
PELEASEES FROM THE D €. REFORMATORY FOR MEM«

RloaducTion

This study has three objectives. The tirst 13 to
provide data which can serve as the basis for reaiistic
planning of community services by boih the Department
of Corrections and ather District agencies. The second
s to lay the grounddork Tor the development oFf parole
prediction tabies when post-institutional histories of
the releasees can be followed up. The third is to pro-
vide a baseline for coptinuing studies of institutional
refessees, not only from the Reformatory for Hen but
aisn from other faciiities of the Department of

Corraections.

The Setiing of the Study

The Reformatory for Men is jocated on a 7Z2~acre
tract on the Federal veservation at Lorton, Virginia,
20 wites south of ths city of Washington., A diversified
program ¢f treatment includes vocational, acedemic, and
spcial education: peychoiogical and casework counselting:
a varitety of work activities: and an extensive recveational

program.  Almost &1l inmates are assi1gned to work detalls

*This 1s a condensed version of & laraer report, approai-
mately 100 pages in length, which 15 presentiy avali-
able only as & typed manuscript. in semi-final dratt.



and the majority taks advantage of tThe avalilablie re-
creational activities. Smaller proportions ave invoived

in educational or counseiing services.

The wajority of tha Refovmatory popdiaition are
felons convicted of violations of the D.C. Code in the
U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia, who
have been sentenced undey Lthe provisions of the Indeter-
minate Sentence Act. The Act requires the imposition
of mandatory minimum sentences, which ordigariiy will
not exceed one-third of The maximum sentence.
Approximately 10 percent of the Reformatory populaiion
is composed of federal prisoners, that is, felons con-
victed of violations of the United States Code. Approx-
imately five percent of the ReTormatory popuiation are
misdemeanants - Ovdinarily, The Deparitment o7 {ovred-

tions assigns misdemeanants to the Workhouse, & minimum

ol

security facility, ut Occoquan, ¥ivginia. The misdenmesn-
ants in the Refopmatory have been transfarved bscause of
unusual custody or disciplinary problems, 0Ov becadse of

g pending detainer, in which case they must sign a

waiver indicating a willingness to serve & part of th

iy

misdemeanant sentence before being transferred to th

4L

Reformatory.

Paroled inmates, those sentenced under both ihz

D.C. Code and the U.S. Code, are released ai the discre-



tion and uhder the Jurisdiction of -the District of

g 0

Cotumbisa Board of Parcie. A consideration in parule

eligibility ésfthé'naéﬁ?@ af the sea%%iﬂ& peing sevved,
For example, indeterminately senienced inmaies are
ﬁe?%gé&?e for parole once they have served the minimum
portion of ‘their sentence. The only misdemeanants
gtiginle for parcle, however, are those sentenced to
more than 180 days who have completed one-third of

their sentences.

Inmates may &lso be conditionally released prioy

to expiration of sentence by earning statutoery good

5
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- ‘the zo-called "good-time release." Both the
U.5. and the D.C. Codes provide for reduction of maxi-
muin sentences i the inmate maipntains-a satizsfaciory
behavior record. Good-time releasess are sypervised
by the B.C. Board of Parcie for the balance of their
maximum sentence, exceplt tor the last 180 days.
Federal prisaners are eligible for mandatory good

time {f the zentence being served 15 six months ov
more, whije D.C. Code offenders are . credited with gooo

time for any sentence of one moath or more. A furthey

redyction. in sentence may be achievat by earning

industirial and/or meritorivus good time.



Durine 1965, the averan tion of

e daily ropula

Feformatory was 1308. In the course of the year,

268 inmates were released from the Feformatory.

Five of these were released to detainers, and 15 are

kKrown to have died within gne year dftler refegase.
Institutional vecords were not avallable tor 18 cases.
Since the orimary duroose of the study was to develon

a base for tallov-un. the wbove cases vwere eliminated,

teavino a new totaei of 480, 0OF the 480, there were 1085,
(r Z27.7 rercent, vho were rvelested on varole, 227 or
£7 .2 rrovcent who were relzesed op cood-time release, and

PEL . rp 2L00 roycent . oho were released on Lthe expira-
The detad included 1n this report were obtained

from the iastitutional folders maintained for edoh

inmate. "t tha rejesseeEs . there werse 353,

meEyCcent . whn s for tho firs

wEPe ¢

The rewaining 127, or 281 ] : ' el mened n
this sentense one ar Mure Limes 00 O0AC=-9010 2 vereiss o

narenife, For the latter arout, Che 1965 yelease

sented a secand or subseguent relegdse. Gensrally, hnwever,

4
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the two groups - the first releasees and the re-
releasees - were similar, except that the latter were
appreciably older and had been confined for a signifi-

cantly longer period.

Profiles of the Releasees

A11 Releasees -~ The 1965 releasee from the D.C.

Men's Reformatory was usually a Neoro, in his ea%?y
thirties, who was unmarried. Prior to confinement, he
had been employed as a semi-skilled or unskilled worker
in the construction industry or some service facility.
Although his employment record appeared to be relatively
“stable, his wages were low. The releasee had been ar-

rested at Jeast once before he was 19 years of age, and

had not been arrested more than five times and confined
more than three tTimes before the instant offense. He
had better than an even chance of being either a narcotic

user or a heavy user of alcohol.

The releasee had an average 1.0.., and he had had
about eight years of formal educatioun before he dropped
out of school when 16 years of age, He was somewhat movre
apt to commit a crime against the person than a crime
against property and had about one chance in ten of

having been convicted of an offense fnvelving narcotics.



He had been arrested alone in the commission
of the instant offense and had pleaded guiity. He had

served aimost four years for this last offense.

During the period of confinement, he had begn rve-
ported for minor disciplinary breaches. 0n occcasion he
had received formal counseling from a correctional
officer and on less freguent occasion he had received
formal counseling from a classification officer or
social caseworker. He had one chance in ten of having
undergone therapy at the Psychological Services Center.
The releasee may have received some formal vocatianal
training in the Reformatory, and, more 1ikely, some

acacdemic or social training.

The Parglee - The parolee differed from the other

releasees in being slightly older and slightly more

apt to be marvied. The parolee was also somewhat more
apt to have received an honorable discharge from the
Armed Forces. The parolee had a substantially smaltler
number of prior arrests and commitments, considerably
less chance of being a narcotic user but was somewhat
more apt to he & ﬁeavy drinker. The parolee was markedly
more assaultive with almost three chances in four of
having been convicted of a crime aga%nsn the person, but

had a very small chance of having been 1nvolved in an



offense involving narcotics. The parolee had been con-
fined for more than Tive years. While confined the

parolee had a somewhat better disciplinary record and a
markedly better vecord with reference to involvement in

training programs.

The Good-Time Releasee - The good-time releasee was .

also slightly older than the average for the antire
group of releasees, Apart from that he did not differ
markedly from the profile figure for the entire group
although he had been confined somewhat longer and had

heen involved in counseling services somewhat more often.

Expiration of Sentence Releasee - This releasee was

much younger than the others and more apt to be single
iﬂ the sense of never-married. He was somewhat éass apt
to be an unskilled worker and more apt to be & service
worker. This releasee had a larger number of prior
arrests and commitments and had more than cne chance 1n
three of being a narcotic user. This releasee was
definitely a thief, that is, had much more chance of bsz-
ing confined for an offense against property than for

an offense against the person. This releasee had szerved
a sentence egual to only about one-third that of the
entire group. hile contined this type of releassee had

a comparatively good disciolinary record but a markedly



inferior recnrd wWiTh veleic s 1o nayrizipation

in both counseling and training programs.

Summary

1} Almost 90 percent of the Reformatory releasee
group were Negroes, reflecting the unigue character of

the Bistrict of Columbia population.

2} The releasee group. as compared with the Negro
population of the District, had a higher proportion of

single, separated, widowed and divorced persons.

3} Three generalizations may be made concerning
the preconfinement employment records of the releasees:
{a) most had been employed in low-status occupations
whi¢h offer 1ittle security or prospect for advancement,
(b) there was some job-turnover, but in the absence of a
control from a similar population it would be difficuit
to categorfize the turnover as "excessive; (c¢) the median
incomes from employment were substantially less than that

of the non-white population of the District.

4) The median age at release was 33.8 years but the
median age at first reported arrest was 18.7 years. During
the interval between these two events, the median number
of arrests was 5.7 and the median number of commitiments

was 3.4.  The median period of confinement before the



release was 3.9 years. To summarize, most of the re-
leasees had been arrested the first time as adults
shortly after their 18th birthday, had been arrested
five or more times later, had served three or more
sentences later, and were released in this instance
when almost 34 years of age after being confined for

almost four years.

5) One-fourth of the releasees, had used narcotics
but only about four percent had participated in the

Narcotics Anonymous Praoram at the Reformatory.

6) Approximately ane-third of the releasees had
been heavy users of alcohol but less than ten percent
had participated in the Alcoholics fnonymous Provoran

at the Reformatory.

7) The intelligence of the releasees, as measured
by standard intelligence tests, was an approximatiocn

of a normal distribution.

8} The level nf acadamic achievement of the
releasees, as measured by ithe Stanford Pochisverent Test,

o

was slightly above the sixth arade.

9} Most had not completed the eighth grade, a
level of scholastic achievement substantially lower

than that of the general population of the Tistrict.



“

9} Most had dropped out of school as soon a3

fagally permissibie.

i1)  Approximately 40 percent of the rgieasees
had been sentenced For such crimes against %ﬁe person
a: humicide, aggravated assault and robbery, another
40 pearcent had been sentenced for such crimes against
groperiy as housebreaking, tarceny, auto theft,
forgery and fraud. Of the remaining 20 peveent, half
had been sentenced for a violation of the narcotics
Taws and the balance for a miscellany of offenses,
some of which were misdemeanors. The Reformatory
reteasees in having a higher proportion of robbers ang
narcotic offenders and fewer housebreakers .ang white-

collar criminals.

12} Mare than two-thirds of .the releasees .had been

arrested alone without a co-defendant oy associate.

13} More than half of the releasees nad pleaded

guitiy to the offense for which they had been commitied,

i4) Aimoast two-thirds of the veleasees had, been

referrved for disciplinary action white con¥ined.

{67 Just over one-guarter of the relsasees were
reported to have received some formal counseling by

vorrectional officers.
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younger with a median age of 30.6 years as compared
with 38.0 years for -the re-leasees. Second, the median
period of confinement for the first releasées was 3.3

years .as vompared with 6.3 years for the re-releasees.

21) - The first release grogp of 353 was .compared
with . the 68,188 rebarted'f{rst releasees from all
Rmér?;an‘pena1 facilities in 1964. The D.C. releasees
had a higher proportion of those gonvieted in the
categories of robbery, auto theft, assault, and vio-
Tation of the narcotic laws. The national group had a
higher.proportion of. those convicted in the categories
of burglary, -forgery, fraud and embezzlemerit, and those

classified as the "all other offenses"” category.
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