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This paper is an atteapt to develop a basic outline which 
illustrates the structural organization of the police (Fuerza 
Publica) in Costa Rica and is illustrative of soae of the 
political challenges which the police face relative to 
soclo-political pressures (1). It is based in part upon 
fieldwork conducted in Costa Rica (fa11/88) by the author and 
the translation of Costa Rican docuMents which describe the 
Fuerza Publica. Traditional reviews of the literature suggest 
that little has been written In the United States pertaining to 
the structure of the Fuerza Publica; Materials are a~allable in 
the popular and acadeaic arenas which are related to the 
socia-political pressures facing Costa Rica and its governaent. 

The priaary aethodology e.ployed was the use of 
participant observation; living in Costa Rica for a period of 
tiae, and collecting Inforaatlon fros the police, and other 
segMents of society relative to the topic of the paper. The 
author has conducted research In the (U.S.) police subculture, 
since 1979 ••• as a reserve police officer. Prior labeling as a 
.e_ber of the subculture of police by police or governaental 
officials can be useful in this type of cross-cultural research 
project, particularly If the researcher has experience which 
can be viewed as valid by the group under study. Further 
cOMplicating the situation~ was a suspicion by sose Costa 
Ricans that the author was working for one of the intelilgence 
or crialnal justice agencies of the governMent of the United 
States (2). The location of the author's apartsent in San Jose 
did nothing to dispel this type of aisconceptlon (3). Howeqer, 
officials within the Costa Rican governsent and the Fuerza 
Publica were supportive of the research (4)e 

The research strategy in "Costa Rica was two-fold; the 
first involved inforaing the Costa Rican Consulate in San 
FranCisco, California that the author was planning to conduct 
research on the cri.inal justice systeM and the police of Costa 
Rica. At this stage, a copy of a broad research design was 
shared with the Vice Consul, along with a letter of 
introduction frOM the author's police chief, and a Vita which 
illustrated the acadeaic publications and qualifications of the 
researcher. Prior experience in cross-cultural research has 
suggested that it is laportant to notify officials within a 
country that you are interested In conducting r~search~ 
particularly If you would like to penetrate areas which are 
deeMed sensitive. The author received encourageMent and 
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logistical support froM the Vice Counsul. An atteMpt to 
develop contacts within the governMent of Costa Rica and the 
United States EMbassy in Costa Rica wa~ undertaken; by 
contacting an expert on the region who has resided within Latin 
AMerica for a good Many years and who opened opportunities for 
the gathering of inforMation through his contacts in the field. 

A less formal approach was also eMployed by bringing 
objects froM the police subculture in the United States to 
trade or exchange, which would encourage adaission to the local 
subculture of police within Costa Rica by Illustrating the 
co.aon bond of police cross-culturally. The author brought 
photographs of his own police departaent, including pictures 
of: cars, radios p uniforMS, dispatch centers, cOMputers, 
briefing rOOMS, cells, pollee, and obtained copies of forMS, 
and a nUMber of uniforM patches. These were placed into"a 
binder with plastic pages; the binder was exchanged during an 
initial contact. The Mo~t valuable ite.~ turned out to be 
una fora patches, which served as an inforaal pass into the 
Fuerza Publica and the co •• and staff of the operations and 
planning section. These officers furnished docuMents and 
inforMation together with patches frOM every branch of the 
Fuerza Publica (5). This paper could not have been written 
without their assistance and help • 
COSTA RICA: 

A brief background pertaining to Costa Rica suggests that 
the country Is the MOSt peaceful and deaocratic in Central 
A.erica~ at present it is the only country in Central Aaerica 
which does not have travelers advisories regarding danger to 
citizens frOM the United States, nor does it have death squads 
or a negative Mark frOM aMnesty international (6). The 
standard of living in the country Is the hIghest in the region; 
its per capita inCOMe, educational and literacy levels, 
national Medical prograa. and freedoa of speech and expression 
gIve it a cultural perspective and lifestyle which Is radically 
different than its neighbors (7). The country has a 
population of 2.8 .illion, plus an addltional 200~OOO to 
300 1 000 Nicaraguan refugees (8). The ~lze of Costa Rica is 
approxiaately equal to West Virginia. 

Costa Rica is divided into seven provinces or 
adMinistrative areas~ San Jose, Li.on (9), Alajuela, Heredia, 
Cartago, Puntarenas and Guanacaste. Each province has its own 
unique ecological and deMographic characteristics. The 
Majority of governMental operations are centered in San Jose. 

The country has beCOMe More ~ependent upon the United 
States for financial assistance, particularly those areas 
related to ~hat Is cO.Monly referred to as defense (10). A 
great deal of debate has arisen within the country regarding 
what its role in the heaisphere should be; President Oscar 
Arias Sanchez and a nUMber of IMportant personages in the 
governMent and in the private sector would like it to reMain 
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nuetral. However~ it has Nicaragua to the north~ and PanaMa to 
the south; and has beco.e a client country relative to its 
increasing dependence on foreign aid froM the United States 
(11). A nu_ber of other leaders within Costa Rica, would like 
it to becoae More vocal in its support of the foreign policy 
objectives of the United States. 

Further COMplicating the soclo-political picture, Is the 
allegation in the Media and congressional hearings that aajor 
aMounts of drugs, .oney, and arMS g Move through Costa Rica 
(12). In partlcularp hearings before the U.s. Senate 
Subco.Mittee on TerrorisM, Narcotics and International 
COMMunications of the COMMittee on Foreign Relations, has heard 
evldence frOM a variety of wltnesses that a connection exists 
between the covert operations of the C.I.A., Contras and the 
flow of drugs, guns, and .oney into and out of the norxhern 
part of Costa Rica (13). The Costa Rican press carried stories 
relating to narcotics trafficking during the period of 
fieldwork. 

The actions of a United States citizen and Costa Rlcan 
resident, John Hull Clarke have been called into question 
regarding the above charges (14). In January of 1989, John 
Hull Clarke was arrested by the Costa Rican police and charged 
with being a spy for the contras (15). The charge is 
significant, in that the Costa Rican governMent arrested Hr • 
Hull, an open advocate of the contras who has alleged 
connections with the United States intelligence network which 
supports the contras. However, the Superior Court of Alajuela 
avoided charging hia with being a spy for the United States; 
this sidestepped in part a head to head confrontation between 
the governMents of Costa Rica and the United States. SOMe 
popular opinion in Costa Rica suggests that the govern.ent knew 
or suspected that Hull was in violation of a nUMber of Costa 
RIcan laws but took no action for a nUMber of years (16). John 
Hull Clarke was additionally charged with cocaine and arMS 
trafficking as well as acts unfriendly to the nation of Costa 
Rica (17). The presence of the contras pose a legal quandry as 
well as a sensitive police probleM for Costa Rlca~s governMent 
(18). 

Nicaragua to the north has the largest aray, and Most 
powerful navy in Central Aaerlca and Is ldeologlcally Marxist; 
while Panaaa to the south is a MajOr center of drug trafficking 
and Money laundering (19). Large nu.bers of refugees fro. 
Nicaragua are straining Costa Rica's resources. It is not 
unco •• on for popular opinion within Costa'Rica to contend that 
the riSing criMe rate Is linked to the influx of Nlca refugees. 
Both of these countrIes have violated Costa Rican territory 
with incursions of a~.ed troops. PanaMa priaarily by accident, 
and Nicaragua using the principle of -hot pursuit- of contras 
who had been attacking targets within Nicaragua (20) • 

The degree of econOMic support which the United States 
gives to Costa Rica, and More specifically to the police is 
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thought to be considerable; the United States operates a 
special Defense Agency within Costa Rica to support Costa 
Rica's new defense capability (21). Many of the officers in 
the cOM.and structure of the Fuerza Publica have attended 
United States Military training prograMS (22). This has 
created a closer relationship between the United States 
Military and a nUMbar of Costa Rican officers, and has helped 
to partially Mold the political leanings of the latter. They 
are anti-co •• unlst (23). It is iaportant to note, that Costa 
Rican officers are extreMely patriotic and COMe froa a 
deaocracy which Makes thea unique cOMpared to other countries 
in the region. 

In several other countries in the AMerica's (Honduras, El 
Salvador, PanaMa), the overt expression of anti-co •• unist 
the.es has led to the granting of additional .llltar~ ald, with 
the position of Increased ailitary power elevating certain 
officers into positions where they allegedly used their roles 
and access to equipaent and airstrips to facilitate drug 
trafficking. The -left- Is iMplicated in drug trafficking in 
El Salvador, Cuba, and ColUMbia (24). This pattern of 
governaent and officer participation was extant in South East 
AsIa during the Viet Naa period, I.e., according to SOMe sources 
(25). There was NO evidence of this phenoMenon In Costa Rica, 
even with the trend towards the MilItarization of the civilian 
polIce forces. However, the constant references to Costa 
Rica in the Senate Hearings on Drugs and TerroriSM suggests 
that Narco dollars have influenced soaethingl but the exact 
direction or manner Is unclear. A nUMber of sources suggest 
that the aMount of Money utlMately available through Narco 
dollars ~akes Narco subversion a threat to all countries 
including the United States. 
Historical: 

A formal police force was created during the governMent of 
Don Rafael IglesIas (1893-1902). In 1949, Costa Ricans adopted 
an article into their constitution which outlawed a standing 
Military and charged the police with the duty to preserve 
public order and to protect the country. Article 12 of the 
constitution of 1949, specifies that the power of the police Is 
to be under the control of civil authorities (26). 

GENERAL ORDERS: (27) 
1. To protect the citizens 
2. To Maintain order 
3. To safeguard the laws and the constitution 
4. To becoae a defense force if the country Is attacked, or if 
its territory is violated. 
STRUCTURAL Outline: (28) 

Every police agency has a forMal structure, which can be 
Illustrated through a flow chart or sociograM. In this 
Instance, the civilian nature of the police force Is 
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• eaphaslzedi with power vested 1n the elected heads of the 
country and then transaltted to appointive offices. 

COMMander in Chief: President of the Republic, plus the first, 
and second Vice Presidents of the Republic. 

Minister of Public Security 

Executive Director of the Pollee 

Director of the Police 

Legal Counsul to the Ministry of Police 

National Security Group 

Director of Govern.ental COMMunications 

Director of Chaplins 

Director of the Medical Corps 

Director of the Institute for Political Studies 

• Supervisor of the Territory (land. sea) 

STAFF:(29) 

• 

Director General 

Assistant Director General 

Director of the Metropolitan Areas 

Director of the Rural Areas 

Division of Planning and Operations Ministry of Public 
Security (30) 
This unit is responsible for the safety of diplOMats, 
presidents, and dignitaries. It is responsible for planning, 
and carrying out operations where the intervention of a police 
force 1s required. In the author's estiMation it is the heart 
of the Ministry of Public Security (31). 

Director of Personnel 

Director of CriMinal Investigations 

Director of Narcotics Control 

IMMigration Police 
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QuarterMaster (supplies and equipMent) 

Officials of the civil/business sector 

POLICE/Kajar Divisions (32) 
Police Corps # 1 <District Herced) San Jose 
Police Corps# 2 (District Hospital) San Jose 
Police Corps# 3 (District Cathedral) San Jose 
Police Corps# 5 (District CarMen) San Jose 

COMisarlas Provlnclales: Corps of the Provinces (33) 
Each Province has pollce which are charged with Raintaining 
public order, and preserving the peace. Each Province has its 
own pollce corps or co.tsarlat. shoulder patches are worn to 
designate the province. 
1. LiMon 
2. Alajuela 
3. Cartago 
4. Guanacaste 
5. Puntarenas 
6. Lillon 
7. San Jose 

Military Police: (34) (in-charge of protocol, guard 
dignitaries, counsulates, ellbassy staff) 

(fellale/wollen) Police: (35) 
Their task Is to work in the area of criMe prevention, they are 
not charged with going out and arresting criMinals, but work in 
the area of education, special co •• issions, and co •• un1catlon. 
They work with other govern.ental agencies and cOMMissions to 
protect the children of the country, and to reduce anti-social 
behavior aaong the young. Juveniles that are having problells 
are refered to this section. 

Coaando Norte/ Sur (Northern and Southern Co •• ands): (36) 
These units are charged with the task of guarding the border 
reglons, the south with PanaMa, and the north with Nicaragua. 
They are designated as a type of custOMS police in the border 
reg lon, and are supposed to check the flow of contraband as 
well as to defend the country's sovereignity. This unit has 
ailitary capabilities of a liMited nature. 

CrIMinal Investigation Section: (37) 
They have the prinCiple assignMent to investigate all cri.es 
for adults and juveniles. In the latter, they investigate 
juveniles to deterMine whether a juvenile should be held in 
detention. All hOMicides and accidental deaths are 
investigated by the O.I.J., rather than by the C.l.S. (38) • 
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Drug Control Section: (39) 
Th1s un1t 15 in charge of stopping the Move.ent, distribution 
and use of drugs within the country. It is supposed to work 
with the Ministry of Health, and the Social Securlty 
AdMinistration to educate the youth, and to prevent the use of 
drugs. 

I •• igration Section: (40) 
The Mission of the i •• igration police is to control and Monitor 
the Move.ent of foreigners in the country, including persanent 
residents and teMporary residents. In addition, they are 
charged with extending passports, giving visas, and other 
services connected with tourists. 

A 1 r Wing: ( 4 1) 
The air wing is charged with the protection of the territory 
and security of the country. It Is supposed to patrol the 
Marltiae lanes, coasts, and border areas. In addition. its 
base Is to serve as a center of co •• unications in case of 
floods, airplane accidents, and Marlti.e, or land disasters. 
The air police in tiMe of e.ergency, have a li.lted capacity 
to help with evacuatlon. 

Naval Ba$e: (42) 
The naval police patrol the coastal waters of Costa Rica. They 
are also charged with the protection of the country, plus they 
asslst those at sea who need help. In addition, they engage 
and board boats that are suspected of illegal activities. One 
aspect of their job is to take on civic action prograMs that 
have been developed by the Ministry of Public Security relative 
to the area where the patrol boats are operatlng~ 

COMMunications: (43) 
This section Maintains and controls the radio cOM.unlcation 
systeM of the Ministry of Public Securlty, which in turn 
operates through Its diVisions the various radio and 
co •• unicatlon systeMS for the polIce and govern.~nt officials 
who are dependent upon the pollee. They are also charged with 
enforcing the laws pertaining to radio use, which have been 
deSignated by the National Office of Radio Control. 

Medical and Social Assistance Section: (44) 
This depart.ent works with the guardia rural and guardia civil 
to bring Medical care and social securlty prograMs to the 
people. It is divided into two sections: 
1. Medical 
2. Social and Econo~lc 
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National Press: (national governMental agency) (45) 
Publlshes the laws~ decrees. and law bulletins, including the 
forMs required by the Ministry of Public Security and its 
sections. 

InforMation Center: (national governmental agency) 
In-charge of records, including MicrofilMing, and Indexing (46) 

National School for Police: 

National Guard! Rural Assistance: (47) 
This unit was created In 1970, its functions are to protect 
public order, and to Make sure that narcotics trafficking does 
not take place In the rural areas and has a llMlted Military 
capability. 
CHAIN OF COMHAND:(48) 

The polIce use a chain of co •• and which Is based upon a 
Military Model. According to SOMe sources, Costa Rica 
abolished the use of Military titles for the police, 
however •.• the titles were still in use during 1989. 

1. (Col.) Corps coa.ander (reports to the director general) 
2. (Major) Second In COM.and (reports to the Col.) 
3. (Lts./SubLts.) Third in COM.and (platoon leaders) (reports 
to the second In COMMand) 

a. Sgts. (second in COMMand of the platoon) 
b. Corporals (in-charge of squads) (reports to the sgts.) 

The Corps cO.Mander is deeMed responsible for the actions 
of all Meabers of the Corps, and Is in charge of logistics, 
discipline, professionalisM, and othi"r areas. He delegates 
authority to those within the chain of cOM.and. 

Quallflcations:(49) 
To qualify for adMission into the police an applicant Must be a 
Costa Rican by birth, 18 years of age or older, ~lnl.u. of a 
sixth grade education, be willing to work in any part of the 
country, be of good aoral character~ pass a qualIfying 
exaaination with a score of 10 or better, pass a physical 
exaalnatlon, pass a background exaMination (juvenile/adult), 
have two reCOMMendations attesting to good aoral character, 
sub.lt to the authority of the police and the constitution, and 
be at least 1.65 Meters in height. 

Given the nuaber of educational lnstitutions, Many are able 
to offer More than the MIniMUM requireaents. However, sources 
suggest that the Guardia Rural has lower requireMents and 
serves as a source of eMplOYMent for many, along with helping 
the regular polIce (50). A police reserve COMponent exists, 
within the city of San Jose (51). 
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The author Is conducting additional research to gather aore 
InforMation about the specific cOMponents of the police which 
have been outlined. The level of professionalisM which was 
displayed by the police In Costa Rica was exceptional. The 
Fuerza Publica 15 very dIstInct, and Its uniqueness steMs froM 
Costa Rican culture and traditions which have encouraged the 
ideals of democracy and freedoM of expression. UntIl pressure 
froM outside geopolItical forces and econoaic areas Is lifted, 
I.e., the continued instability through fighting in the region 
and the power of Narca dollars, the Fuerza Publica will be 
placed into a difficult position trying to ~alntaln its civil 
role while thrust into More challenging situations which call 
for a ailitary/civil response. One Method of observing this 
will be to watch the structural organization • 
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Endnotes: 

1. The paper Is not designed as an in-depth treat.ent, but Is 
More approprlately suited as an outline of the structure, with 
cOMMentary relative to conteaporary soclo-political pressures 
or lnf! uences. 

2. The concept ,of an acadeMic interested In studying the 
institution of the pollce In Costa Rica was generally regarded 
with a certain aMount of puzzleMent by acadeMics and MeMbers of 
the general public WhOM the author encountered while 
conducting research in Costa Rica. 

3. The apartMent was located In a saall (privately owned) 
apartMent COMplex which also housed a nUMber of Agency for 
International DevelopMent in-transit staff. (A.I.D. has been 
associated with a nUMber of foreign pollcY'operations including 
the support of pollee In a nUMber of countries through training 
and advlsing progra~s). The COMplex had an electric security 
door, bars on the windows and was located in a diploMatic 
neighborhood. When, the address of the author's apartMent was 
given out, sose individuals .ade the incorrect assusptlon that 
the author was working for A.I.D.. The carrying of police 
identificatlon frOM the United States, plus acadeaic 
credentials, and access to Costa Rican Police, SupreMe Court, 
O.I.J., and IMMigration Police •.• served to reinforce In the 
eyes of so.e. the possibllty of a governMental link. 

4. Costa Rican Officials who were encountered understood the 
research, and were Most gracious with their help. During the 
course of the broader research, the author spent several hours 
with the Secretary General of the SupreMe Court. was introduced. 
to the head of the Office of Judicial Investigation (O.I.J.), 
introduced to the head of the Mtgra. the head of statistical 
research for the O.I.J. (given copies of criMinal statistics) 
and was furnished nuaerous written Materials, and references 
for additional research. 

5. The offer to exchange a unifora patch at the entrance to a 
Main Fuerza Publica building, opened up the Operations and 
Planning division of the Fuerza Publica to the author. Written 
materials on the Costa Rican Pollee, along with patches from 
all the Fuerza Publica police units were given to the author by 
the officers in charge of the Operations and Planning Section. 

6. No Death Squads, FreedOM of Speech, Freedoa of Religion, 
(tradition of free elections), educational traditions, greater 
participation in the class syste • 
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7. 
a. Guateaala. El Salvador, Honduras, PanaMa, and Nicaragua have 
decldely lower standards of living, greater levels of violence, 
and are behind in education. aedical care, and are far aore 
restrictive regarding freedoM of speech or expression. 

b. Costa Rica: What a difference; a country without an aray. 
Troubles Next Door, by Ander Landaburu v.35 World Press Review 
April 88 p. 17 

c. Costa Rica has a deMocratically elected legislature and 
president (secret ballot every four years) the President and 
MeMbers of the Legislature are forbidden to serve consecutive 
teras. Tico TiMes, October 21, 1988 p. 5 p Newspaper published 
San Jose Costa Rica 

8. 
a. Refugee Data: confidential sources. 
b. Population data: Tlco TiMes. October 21, 1988 p. 5, 
Newspaper published San Jose Costa Rica 
c. In October of 1988, a _ajor hurricane hit Nicaragua and 
destroyed crops, housing and created havoc with the physical 
and socIal habitat. It is likely that a significant nUMber of 
additional refugees crossed the border to Costa Rica after the 
hurricane. The iapact of unrest in the region, and the 
continued influx of refugees has made .any Costa Ricans 
antl-Sandlnista. 

9. Liaon Is located on the Atlantic side, and historically and 
culturally has been racially distinct. It has a large black 
population, of which a significant nUMber speak english, and Is 
heavily influenced by the culture of the Carribean. 

10. The a.ount of United States Foreign Aid and its fiscal 
breakdown as to the preCise types of aid have been requested 
fro. two congressional offices for Inclusion In a More COMplete 
version of this paper. (Rep.Barbara Boxer, Rep. Doug Bosco) 

11. The perception of pressure fro. Nicaragua, and Panaaa has 
led to the strengthening of a defense force capability within 
Costa Rica. This role has been undertaken by the police. The 
ability of Costa Rica to reMain nuetral will be tested, as it 
relies More and aore upon the United States for foreign ald. 
a. Nuetrallty Costa Rican Style Jennie K. Lincoln v. 84 Current 
History March 85 pp. 118-123 
b. Costa Rica declared in 1984 that its goal was to reMain 
forever nuetral, and unarMed. 
c. Foreign Aid since 1984 fro. the United States has increased • 
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12. United States Senate CO.Mlttee on Foreign Relations 
(lOOth congress> Senate SubcoM.ittee Hearings on TerrorlsM~ 
Narcotics and International COMMunications; U.S. governaent 
printing office Washington D.C. Part 3 (pp. 8~ 11, 53, 
263-265~ 268-210) Sources in the cited pages suggest that 
drug trafficking takes place within Costa Rica and nelghbarhlng 
countries. 

13. 
a. Honey, Drugs and the Contras, Jonathan Kwitny v.245 The 
Nation Aug. 29, 81 

b. The C.l.A.'s War in Costa Rica, Tony Averigan/Martha Honey 
v.241 The Nation Jan. 31 87 pp. 105-108. (Honey and 
Averigan are not nuetral~ they are left of center and ar~ 
directly involved in a variety of issues; however soae of their 
published positions appear to be backed by other More nuetral 
sources) 
See Endnote 16b. for additional Material regarding the 
Interelatlonshlp between Honey, Averlgan and Hull-Clarke. 

c. Senate Hearings (Op Cite> Part 3, pp. 52-56 (TestiMony of 
foraer A~bassador to Costa Rica: Hon. Hr. HcNell) 

14. The Fuerza Publica Is charged with aaintaining control 
over the territory ..• they have not been able or allowed to 
fully control the contras or their advisors, including John 
Hull Clarke. 
a. Senate Hearings (Op Cite) Fart 3, 
b. Senate Hearlng (Op Cite) Part 3~ 
McNeil's testiMony iMplies that John 
the Central Intelligence Agency>. 

pp. 263-265, 268-270) 
p. 56 (AMbassador 

Hull Clarke has worked for 

15. News of John Hull Clarke's arrest ca.e as a shock to the 
author; it was carried by the Independent Journal; San Rafael, 
Californial Feb. 89. No explanation or story was included, 
only the notice that John Hull Clarke was arrested by the 
authorities in Costa Rica and charged by the superlor court of 
Aljuela as being a spy for the contras. Hr. Hull had been 
held for 30 days and vas denied bail, and was being confined to 
a hospital because of a heart attack. 

16. Inside the Shadow GovernMent, (published Declaration of a 
Federal Civil Lawsuit filed by the Chrystic Institute, United 
States District Court, MiaMi Florida, March 31, 88). 
Published by the Christie Instltute, Washlnton D.C. 
a. uThe Costa Rican govern.ent was aware of the activlties on 
Defendent Hull's Ranch. The Directorate of Intelligence and 
Security (0.1.5.> conducted survellance on Hull's ranch fro • 
Jan. 83 to ~ld-Aprll 83-. It suddenly withdrew survellance, 
soae have sur.lsed that official pressure frOM the United 
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States govern.ent aight have influenced this particular 
operation of the 0.1.5 .• 

b. La Penca on Trial in Costa Rica; 2nd Edition, Martha Honey, 
Tony Averlgan 
1987, published: San Jose, Costa Rica by Editorial Pirvenlr 
pp. 19-23, plus other cites in the saae source. ( The citation 
is a translation of the court transcripts of a criainal libel 
trial in which Averlgan and Honey were sued for libel by Hull, 
for their allegations in a book which caae to the conclusion 
that Hull had atteapted to kill Eden Pastora the leader of an 
Independent Contra group. The saMe atteapt had killed and 
wounded a nUMber of reporters, aMong the MaiMed was Tony 
Averigan. The trial judge found in Averigan and Honey's favor.; 
In-spite of a widespread belief that Hull would win b~cause of 
his perceived political powe~ or influence). Averlgan and 
Honey's version of the transcrIpt of the trial contends that a 
direct linkage exists between Hull and the Central Intelligence 
Agency. 

17. 
a. Newsweek Februrary 20 1989 p. 8. 
b. KPFA Radio Coa.entary (March 2, 89) 
c. note 18.b citation 

18. The contras and their adVisors are backed by the United 
States. Contras and Aaerlcan trainers or advisors have been 
arrested and laprisoned in Costa Rica. However, the Police in 
Costa Rica, and the governaent of Costa Rica have received 
substantial support frOM the United States. This has placed 
the Costa Rican governMent In the position of having to issue 
arrest orders for unofficial or official representatives of 
U.S. governaent interests, while receiving aId fro. the 
U.S •• and at the saae tiae overlooking violations of Costa RIcan 
laws and nuetrality. 
a. See endnote 16 
b. See Senate Hearings Parts, It2~3 (note Costa Rican 
airfields, drugs, guns, John Hull's ranch, and other citations 
which are relevant). 

19. These pressures will eventually force Costa Rica to adopt 
aoae fora of .odlfication to their constitution or they will 
risk a constitutional crisis; a Military structure will coae 
back into being •.• in a aore visible fashion. 
a. U.S. pressures for real11tarlzation of Costa Rica, Arthur 
Jones V22 National Catholic Reporter Nov. 1 85 pg.8 

20. 
a. Costa Rican Press Reports (La Nacion) and Costa Rican 
television. October 88. Pana.anlan violation of Costa Rican 
territory: October 1989 (A group of soldiers caae into Costa 
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Rican territory and detained Costa Rican citizens including the 
Minister of Flnance_ the govern.ent decided not to deliver a 
forMal protest)G 
b. Costa Rican Press Reports (La Nacion) Saall article on an 
attack in the Northern part of Costa Rica, where suspected 
Contras were killed while sitting in a cafe. (October 88) 
Sandlnlstas were blaaed by the contras for the killing. 

21. An explanation of the exact role of the United States 
Office of Defer~se Cooperation in Costa Rica has been requested 
froa two congressional offices, and will be included in a 
revision of this paper. 

22. a. See endnote 5 (note ailltary training certificates) 
. 

b. CriMe and Social Justice Nos. 27-28 Contragate lnd Counter 
TerrorisM_ A Global Perspective(U~S.-supported State Terror: A 
History of Police Training in Latin Aaerica Martha K. Huggins) 
pp. 149-171 (Crime and Social Justice is decidel, leftist in 
its ortentatlon_ this particular article has soae source 
aaterials relative to the history of police tralnlng_ but 
leaves out the United Nations project In Costa Rica, which was 
designed to protect civil liberties and which appears to be 
working quite well) • 

23. While conducting research, the author was shown 
antl-~o.aunlst Materials. The general Mood was anti-co.Munlst, 
pro-Costa Rica. However, the aood of the general population 
was not discernably different, with the exception being the 
University of Costa Rlca_ wbich has a More pronounced 
orientation towards the left but 15 still extreMely 
nationalistic. 

24. 
a. The 
Covert 
13-16 

Cocaine Connection Vince Bielski and Dennis Bernstein 
Action InforMation Bulletin NUMber 28 (SUMMer 87) pp. 
Non-Profit (Washington D.C. ) 

b. U.S. Senate Hearings SubcoM.lttee Drugs (op cite) 
Parts: 1_2,3 Citations regarding ailitary cooperation and 
participation in Panaaa and the PanaManian Defense Force. 

c. U.S. Senate Hearings Subco.Mittee Drugs (op cite) 
Parts: 1,2,3 Testiaonv :Indications that SOMe sectors of the 
United States intelligence coaaunity_ and others were at odds 
with D.E.A. and CustOMS goals; in that the intelligence 
co •• unity wanted inforMation at all costs, and Moved to stop 
investigations which would cOMprOMise sources or those who were 
helping with tasks such as supporting the contras. The -left­
was indicated as a source for trafficking in soae of the 
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testiaony contained in the hearings; CQba, NlcaragQa, El 
Salvador, and ColUMbia. 

25. Drugs/GovernMents South East Asia 
a. Inside the Shadow GovernMent (Chrystic Institute Brief) pp. 
12-26. 

b. Supernarc (The usual suspects) Dan Addario pp. 17-24 San 
Francisco Exaainer IMage Sept. 25, 88. 

c. Underground Eapire: JaMes Mills. Dell Books 1986 

d. Running Drugs and Secret Wars, David Truong D.H. Covert 
Action InforMation Bulletin NUMber 28 (SUMMer 87) pp. 3-5 
Non-Profit (Washington D.C.> 

e. The Australian Heroin Connection, Jerry Meldon Covert 
Action Infor.ation Bulletin NUMber 28 (suM.er 87) pp. 6-8 
Non-Profit (Washington D.C.) 

26. Costa Rica's Constitution forbids a ailltary 

27. Fuerza Publica 1981, Ministry of Public Security, Plans 
and Operations, I.prenta National, San Jose, Costa Rica 
(Translation) 

28. IBID Translation 

29. IBID Translation 

30. IBID Translation 

31. IBID Translation 

32. IBID Translation 

33. IBID Translation 

34. IBID Translation 

35. IBID Translation 

36. IBID Translation 

37. IBID Translation 

38. Deaths that are hOMicides or accidental are investigated 
by the Office of JQdlclal Investigaciones (O.I.J.>. The C.I.S. 
does not have the saMe forensic laboratory capabilities as the 
O.I.J •• 
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39. IBID Translation 

40. IBID Translation 

41. IBID Translation 

42. 
a.I~ID Translation 
b.Nicaragua in (1989) has recently purchased 6 patrol torpedo 
boats froM North Korea Making it the Most heavIly arMed navy in 
Central Aaerica. source: Press DeMocrat News Service Feb. 3~ 
1989 
c.Whlle conductlng research in Costa Rica (October1988) the 
author encountered an individual who stated that he was a U.S. 
governMent off1cial who was In Costa Rica to supply the Costa 
Rican's with naval patrol craft for use in low-Intensity 
conflict. 

43. IBID Translation 

44. IBID Translation 

45 • IBID Translation 

46. IBID Translation 

47. IBID Translation 

48. IBID Translation 

49. IBID Translation 

50. The general consensus of the public seeMed to indicate 
that the qualifications for the police in the rural areas was 
lower than the police in the urban settings. The author will 
be obtaining lnforMation In this area. 

51. The role of the reserve pollee reMains to be deterMined 
through further research • 
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