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FOREWORD

The Texas Commission on Services to Children and Youth was created

by House Bill 466, of the 62nd Legislature, to conduct research projects
on subjects of concern to children and youth, coordinate available
services, and make periodic recommendations for needed changes. Unfor-
tunately the Commission received no appropriations, and its activities
were severely constrained by a lack of funds.

Following the organizational meeting held on June 29, 1972, the Texas
Commission on Services to Children and Youth identified ten critical
areas of children and youth needs in the State of Texas. These were
submitted to the Texas Legislature and the Governor as Resolutions in
January, 1973, and were ranked in three top priority clusters for
consideration.

Priority Group 1: A. Public School Finance

B. Drugs
C. Troubled, Disturbed and Neglected
Children and Youth
Priority Group 2: A. Early Childhood Development
B. Special Education
C. Immunizations
D. Legal Protection
Priority Group 3: A. Children and Youth of transient
families
B. Technical-~Vocational Education
C. Bilingual Education

Legislators responded very positively to almost all the Commission's
Resolutions; one exception was Troubled, Disturbed and Neglected
Children and Youth. Because of this, the Commission inaugurated a
series of nine forums designed to identify needs in this critical
area, particularly with reference to gaps and duplication of services.
The first of these forums was held in Arlington to serve the Dallas-
Fort Worth area. Subsequent forums were held in Houston, Amarillo,
Longview, Austin, San Antonio, Corpus Christi, El Paso and Abilene.

The preliminary analysis of information gathered has allowed the
Commission to present useful testimony to the House Committee on
Human Resources and has guided the Commission's recommendations
on Constitutional Revision. This report contains the completed
analysis and findings of the forums.

The Commission owes a great debt of gratitude to all the citizens
who gave of their time and themselves to contribute to the forums.
In addition, the Commission and the citizens of this State owe a
debt of gratitude to the Texas Department of Community Affairs and
its Executive Director, Mr. Ben F. McDonald. It was only through
the active support of Mr. McDonald and the Department of Community
Affairs that the Commission was able to obtain funds and staff with
which to carry out its forums and other activities.

The Commission will draw heavily upon the forum findings in drafting
its final recommendations to the Legislature and the Covernor. We
hope you find this report of interest and value.
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ABSTRACT

The report is a comprehensive analysis of the results of nine
regional forums sponsored by the Texas Commission on Services to
Children and Youth from August, 1973 to May, 1974, to study pro-
blems of troubled, dependent, neglected and emotionally disturbed
children and youth. However, local participants took the oppor-
tunity to express their opinions on a broad range of subjects,
all of which are included in this report. A profile of the parti-
cipants is also compiled for six of the forums.

The specific needs identified are classified in one of these
seven major categories:

General Needs for Increasing all Services, Facilities and Personnel
Health and Nutrition

. Education and the Educational System

Coordination Priorities

Out-of-Home Child Care Facilities and Institutions

Financing

Rights and Legal Protection

~Noun RN

The data gathered in each of these categories are analyzed graphi-
cally and statistically. In addition, a special section on group
reports from each forum is included.

Based upon the information collected, the Texas Commission
on Services to Children and Youth finds the following (in brief
summary) to be indicated:

1. Expansion of existing services that have proven to be
successful in order to help f£ill gaps in services to
children and youth,

2. Coordination of state agency services, both at the state
and local levels,

3. Special attention and adequate funding for preventive services,
especially in the field of health care as early screening,
infant immunizations, and nutrition,

4. A state public information program to educate Texas Citizens
about available services for children and youth,

5 Individualized instruction in the public schools,

6. Parenting education programs, and

7. A study to explore the feasibility of expanding the role
and objectives of the local public school system in Texas.

The detailed findings may be seen on pages 45-48.



PROBLEMS AND NEEDS IDENTIFIED

Methodologz

The purpose of the forums was to determine needs and problems
as perceived by service recipients and members of the delivery
system at the local level. The nine regional forums all had
the same general format: a keynote address, after which the
group divided into special interests of education, social service,
health, mental health, and corrections. The special interest
group discussions lasted approximately 75 minutes after which
the participants went to a different special interest group
discussion for another 75 minutes. The groups then reconvened
and summaries of the proceedings in each small group were
reported back to the whole group. Notes on each small group
were kept by a group recorder, and summary reports were written
from these notes.

The above summary reports were analyzed to determine the nature
of perceived needs and the frequency at which they occurred in

the discussions. The specific needs were classified in one of

seven major categories:

1. General Needs for Increasing all Services, Facilities and
Personnel.

2. Health and Nutrition

3. Education and the Educational System

4. Coordination Priorities

5. OQut-of-Home Child Care Facilities and Institutions

6. Financing

7. Rights and legal protection

A frequency index was calculagted for each specific need, using

the following formula: fi = x 1,000, where fi = frequency

index, f the actual frequency of a mention of a specific need,

and N ths total number of mentions of all needs. In addition,

the participants at each of the last six forums, completed a
questionnaire (copy in appendix A) which yields data about the
population characteristics of those attending the forums.
There was also a space on the questionnaire for individual
comments. These were analyzed for statements of need and
added to the analysis of the individual discussion group
summaries.

General Needs for Increasing All Services, Facilities and Personnel

The following table (table 1) shows the needs identified in this
category and their frequency index. The larger the index, the
more frequently the need occurred in the group summaries and on
the participant questionnaire.

The needs in this table indicate broad concerns which impinge on
all of the other six specific categories.



TABLE |
General Needs

Overall
Need Rank

A general need to expand existing services 1
and fill existing gaps, largely community-

based service facilities, residential care

centers, health care, nutritional supplements,
recreational facilities and employment

opportunities (for children under 16).

There is a need for sex education, family 9
planning and genetic counseling programs.

A need to extend the same level of services 10
to rural citizens as to urban and suburban
citizens.

A need for child advocacy. 14
A need for services to youth between the

ages of 12 and 16 where there appears to 15
be a large gap in services.

A need to decrease caseloads of caseworkers. 21

A need to expand child development aid 21
training programs

A need for transportation to service 22
centers for rural residents.

A need for bilingual staff to meet the 23
needs of non-English speaking consumers.

A need to increase efforts to children of 24
transient families.

Frequency
Index

100

25

23



Health and Nutrition

Table 2 lists the needs and their frequency index identified in

this category.

TABLE 1!

Need

A need for preventive and early identification
programs for health, learning and behavioral
problems.

A need to treat the total family in cases of
disabilities and/or behavioral problems of
children.

A need for additional attention to treating
and preventing problems leading to troubled,
disturbed and neglected children and youth.

A need to supply the basics of health care
and nutrition.

A need to utilize out-of-home care as a pre-
ventive service.

A need to provide more treatment and reha-
bilitation for children and youth with drug
abuse problems.

A need to develop other approaches in addition
to the medical model (treatment aimed at the
"'sick'' child) for helping disturbed, troubled
and/or delinquent children.

A need to increase enforcement of immuni-
zation laws and extend them to pre-schocol
age groups.

A need to establish a program for the very
young emotionally disturbed.

Overall
Rank

21

24

24

Frequency
Index

50



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Education and The Educational System

The following table lists the needs (and their frequency index)

identified in this category.

TABLE III
Overall
Need Rank
A need for parenting education. 4

A need for every child to have the opportunity 7

for free public education in a pattern that
meets his needs.

A need for alternative schools and/or courses
of study.

A need for teacher training to include diag-
nostic skills for physical and emotional
problems.

A need for study and research of the '"drop-
out" problem.

A need for career education.

A need to expand technical and vocational
education program while stressing career
education.

A need for after school involvement (super-
vision) of school children.

A need for a bilingual education program for
all students initiated in a manner similar to
kindergarten education.

A need for continued and extended support for
special education programs.

A need for increased effort in identifying
and enriching programs for the gifted.

A need to prevent the isolation of excep-
tional and troubled children from normal
children in schools and soclety.

A need to avoid counseling students from
minority groups into low status vocational

or academic programs.

A need for greater drug education.

9

9

14

15

21

23

24

Frequency
Index

38

28

25

25

18

16

15

10



10.

11.

12.

13,

14.

Coordination, Priorities, Accountability of Agencies and Public

Information

Table 4 lists the needs (their overall rank and frequency index)

identified in this category.

TABLE IV

Need

A need to coordinate the efforts of the
different agencies particularly at the local
level.

A need to educate the public about services fo
children and youth to both inform the public a
influence attitudes.

The public schools should be a focal point for
a coordination function to serve famllies and
service agencies.

A need to compile and distribute to all person
dealing with young children, an index of
available services at the local level.

A need for communication between agencies,
particularly at the local level.

A need for public education programs aimed
at prevention of children and youth problems.

A need for group or umbrella services based
on consumer need.

A need to form professional-consumer teams
at the local level to determine needed
services.

A need for a statewlde plan for coordinating
services to young children and their families.

A need for a system of accountability for
agencies.

A need to develop a team approach by agencies
to facilitate local coordination.

A need for standardization of eligibility
from agency to agency.

A need to eliminate duplication of efforts
and services.

A need for work level staff to be involved
in agreements between agencies.

Overall
Rank

2

r 3
nd

8

s 8

10

11

13

16

19

20

22

22

22

Frequency
Index

50

48

26

26

23

22

18

13



Qut-of-Home Child Care Facilities and Institutionms

Table 5 1lists the needs identified in this category.

TABLE V

Need

A need for more foster homes, half-way
houses and other temporary or transitional
residential facilities.

A need to decentralize and decrease distance
between actual and institutional homes.

A need to examine the minimum standards for
child care facilities and personnel.

A need to prevent mistreatment of children
and youth while institutionalized.

A need for day care facilities for children
which would be available to all mothers who
want it.

A need for additional day care facilities
for handicapped children.

A need to prevent psychological problems
evolving from an institution serving as a
"home" for children and youth.

Overall
Rank

10

15

20

20

22

22

Frequency
Rank

38

23

15



Financing

Table 6 lists the needs identified in this category.

TABLE VI
Need
A need to extend the financial effort of
the state to provide necessary services.

A need for priority setting in spending
public funds.

A need for fiscal accountability in the
delivery of services.

A need to stop funding of new or extended
services unless coordination is planned
and demonstrated.

Overall
Rank

5

24

24

Frequency
Index

37

25



Rights and Legal Protection

Table 7 lists the needs identified in this category.

TABLE VII
Need
A need to refine and broaden legislation
for legal protection of children.

A need to eliminate inpediments to hiring
youth between the ages of 16 and 18.

A need to specify rights and safeguards
for individuals in computer data banks.

A need to protect the right of welfare
mothers not to work, rather than accept
substitute child care.

A need to lessen penalties for certain
drug violations.

Overall

Rank

21

22

22

23

24

Frequency
Index

6



DATA ANALYSIS

Graphical Summary

A frequency index for each need was calculated for each
forum. The individual needs were grouped into categories and
an overall frequency index calculated for each category. The

following figures graphically depict the results.

Figure 1 indicates the frequency of occurrence (of a given
need) between forums, i.e., an expression of the general need
to expand existing services occurred most frequently at the
Corpus Christi Forum and least frequently at the El Paso Forum.
Figures 2 through 7 present the same kinds of data for the
categories: health and nutrition; education and the educational
gystems; coordination; priorities; accountability and public
information; out-of-home child care facilities and institutions;

financing; and rights and legal protection.

In figure 8, total frequency indexes (obtained from the
summed frequencies of all the forums) are graphed for each
category. Figure 9 is a plot of the overall actual frequency
of all the individual needs. The need numbers correspond to

the sequential rank order of the needs given in Appendix A.



18

[ PITSTI| N o1 T

T . . o

o .H.; _ w R PO R

16

.._..,._..__J
) :;.: ;
~&p-L -

15

: woﬂrhw_
1] |susabres
-__puedxp ‘of
vom,w. TEIPUEY |

i
|
*
!
. C e el — “____ :Hm__;,o_u__
S S i _i:rul--..,..li-..lnlumlimhvlmmtqi T ey et OE -t .:_..I.._.Lr.luwdd(u.t. >
. | B pue 2% wpemaagq | I} 1|t | i |EBIng 03 |ge01439s .wa_....n__ﬁman_ TFuef
_ R A | yand4 ou w¢om>|r_ : i .ho@unmu.mk].“. U.-H-P@L.lm.ﬁm.m) i g eonp
m By 30 -X3s {x03 podu |y v MM padu Y| | ®os _uou..\__“,wm.ﬁ_

14

‘
1

. - 9 —— - . I B N "
. = N H N o i X * t N A
~ “ . b ~d L s e . s o
SR 1 Nl T BENEs w0 EdE . =HHa, K oﬁ”a .
M "y ! i o [ N o <
_ | B L il el = Wi %\
| _. H [ f . ol O
SR —— \— Tt S N | S I B ] == = : A -
| m _ ” | _ w 1 AN
». SR JRR AU TR N N S S ~ b B B R b~ s -
- . bR BN
i } } t | ] [ 0 v
i \ — ! } ' H ! f ! PR
i ) _ ) \; ! )} \ w _ “ _ A_ $ ° = .
—_—ee— - — —— J— — - - - [ S —_— el L - ..lul.muuu i a [ ' ! - [N
T 1 B | U R e
\_ . ! i R ! _ i- :
i - SR SR NS SRR B RN |
2U3TTQV A ! | ﬁ “ r
I IR B : SO QNG| SV U SR DN N I T S v S R SR
osed 19 SEREEE S0 NS AR DU D N “_, I B
ERY S I 0 =l S e 0 | S R
Tastayy sndio) T T, T T T B A Y (e R S G R |
: 0 - - , | , 3
ool ! o ! _ . o0z
oJuoluUy ue§ T B 1-..m...-1 SRSl | A S S R (S sl -_ T T T
| . . i .
ﬂ..ﬂ“ﬁﬂ—< EPN PG I"|‘|',r. : w — e
M . | R ] m |
__ _
|
|
|

}

] A RN
. _ 0 m&ﬁkéﬁﬁ_ I

moyaduo] - Atlu- el il O _ : _

i |

i

oTTTXBWY

v
]

|

i

t

(

l

1

i

1

|

I

i

i

J
{

. . !
1

+

Y

!

t
—
<4

N
]
-~
o

| W
o _
uo3snoy . ] | ! ;
{
_

_
1
)
e E
. j 1
. '
!
j
L}

§ uo3SuUTTaY : " ! i , | _ b _

{

1

]
——t
: !
!

H

i

t

1

I

H2Z O R X

P ROD M Z O

0T



1 Hpprdo papobyEbu

b L ]| 'pue pafahaspp |

! ._ o ] P @w._ﬁ_nrcnu b3 . _..

)
!

A ] |- o e _ I H%mvhm_mﬁw.ﬁbﬂ
._.I.\!|F.i I |.|... oo IIF TS d.\ﬂw.ud.,ﬂ..»! ..Jv..ll_l.._.qnwﬂdwuuﬂﬁ Iowm*lmmu_n TERENT
|
!

phis 530" gheop] _;na.___wﬁﬂwmmuu. 1 e
. lel U.ﬂﬁﬁ. T D-i,.—\.-_q _. d M.».&O. P DQ.II S W.—r‘w).a )...Um. mw

< Kyddds o3 vuwzﬁ&mcﬁwmﬂvvm PobN | ummwu.ge.nuw,“
. .- - 1 ( -

S B .. NN

. : » m b D s I : ﬂo”“\uf b

e e b __a - y 1/ : S = l_.l.- ..”.“\1 ! — Ry
CITERTg T i G S
L ; H-;r;A ——_— m |\ IR A MLS Z;IL_IIJH

A R _ ~ _~
S ~ |_| - .” — - “_A... — e VR JRNU . I EVE N AU U UL R S I_. S-S
_u ] _ i 7 _ i “lsl

00T

\
PP . 11” IRAUUUIIUY [ SRS P [V S RV UUU o) rzll!l! e e i b
! - : N P O P R R
m : _ - - %lil ) - . i : . L nk

JUBTIqY B R _. T
= S SN SR SRV SIS W RN SN VRS B USLTY U Sl Uy § MR RS S 1

Bt et T S S et | O ] S R R

|
L

TIstay)y sndao)

00z

DA N SO S . — . : A

oTuoIuYy UEBS T . 1 _ L T C

utrysny o —h-

MaTA3UOT - e - B A

oTTIXRWY | ]

uo3snoy ‘

gz T ail S R A IR

HZAQu

e BODMZ O M

i1



18

- .- R

B . { : .- A
s . ) N _ I S I it m _ \

L L L

27

w : L _ UHUTocm TPilpTq || " S R R I R .

4 : . or R TRuEs— i - oo - ——|dpesulsyy-b

__ m ,. N o OE@ _uﬂm. ' 0 o _... WV DI u.w_ _H~ C.HFH.UQ
2

' b ) ;. [ [ Tl ! N
i aeoysgad (L 0 Ul e uyigbrak

% Lmﬁsawaﬁ mvsﬂ.m_mq.r 1T o.m.u__ﬁo dob b
o3 3 uﬁG:wucnn.Wj_mﬁ N nTﬂum wa..L

Ip

| S - . m._”.ﬂﬁxm _ T— AU e _ .u!.!,_.l|»K._||,.WD“11||:_\llt1r|l:.(w l-l.llf_l\_(_

am— i e

13

cﬁaﬂﬁnu”n memmmu 16/ plie -

14

__
m_
— -
. _ - . . T o v -
| t _ - - Yoiqoxd 3ro-do3p,
B »
: ]

. i, - T

—_— e S i imi——— - e mmem e e— e — L)

i?

i i JoqpIeS; mu. pue Ak |F2UOBaI . mao_wﬁ_ﬁ 2AT3pn | 3ABG 03 pTITUI |, _ Jﬁuﬁ ied,
u“ﬁo 4pn3s, 103 |padu |y ||, 203 paap v ..wuw_i .«ﬁ__u.mw.u v Adaa0 ,reu d_w;oé_ 4 ..m.;_m.uom_._ _m,.m,.@_.ﬁr..
' ) {3 el o Hhyi~ N 7% e ) 3 i _ A 17|~
o et u-c o b= “,J.‘ “ : .u. - o 5 "
w i 5 ﬂo .....v”“ _ K ] 7 W .. “n %o A wm i oo wm
B - . L _ I - « —— S - . Py r
| | Sk 27 By o xR = i T 4~
Sy - ! 9 — _ o m.
L I, - R A ..u‘ P “r:| —t 1.t — 4 mm ;IL P .l m.l. .l_ . .m.. —_ ,.A N . e ] 7
| X K =27 _. | " i . 2 _ .
: BZER | L ] b |
. m | - I-l —_—— - _u DU
|

’ !_\ * - .|| 1 ”>A— .|.
‘ ]
; | : t Vo
xu * _ ! C 1 _ " ! . 5 i
_ " _ _. ———— _ — - e s SR : - ~— J—x B S i . “..l.i.. i~ |- - - ",l..«l.llJ.' N OOH
| A1 _ . NI | i
R _. IR 1 IR
I T S — - . L RS SUEN W R R R B B xr-- SN P2
PUITIQY ; o m w !
i ! o
_ JNPUUIS (O IO JEU SR [ - [FUUEDUREI [UURD VLI NN IUE SRS DN SSUNEUDIY S SR SN SIS — ey
osed 14 _ C - _ :
- |..|.. - - e e — |L|l f— - —— o \l‘l .

Fastayy sndio) cg "

00¢

l
J

|
e

i
i
' i
I 1 ll
|
_ﬁ_.__
6

oTuojuy ues B R T

urIsny - = e ke m i e e e e 1 el Gt !

i
I3
!
4
|
A
b
|
i

e
Inox...ooo M91A3U07] 111|l ! - m.-.imﬁmﬂmw.q_.zq;dcdam._% ) w - . L__.: -o “
oTT1IRWY N _ 4..._5.. - 4 I VR SRS I T - _. ! “ Tty T 0|-L _.u “
= | T B T - gl
E wojsnoy | | i ._W%.i R TR SN ) DU S : Mn )
7 |

§ Uo3BUITAV




13

MOZmMCQCO ™

I ZH

N | iy A T A S
_ o w _ P _ 1 _ Arlington
. AR " SRR S SRS U S NSO AN S AR S
P i | i “ i { ! Houston
] | : | i
I S IS _ . L SIS IRURUUE DU N SO 1!1‘.._1? A0 O I S N
: v ] T I I "~ | Amarillo
e I R e e i s i Tl el Sl ru‘ILJqAJu»lp.f.J —- Longview
|1 cqoRDINAFION, ﬂwﬂ44ﬁﬂwmmgw}ooocQQ»whhﬂemm>zﬁ HUBLIC INFORMATION
: : NI 1 IR . A LR R T :
. .(| - ,1.(.5.I._.1|.xzx|..4..»._Lr)- ——e— Jl.t.i..x-rﬂi_.......ﬁet.“,ﬂnxlm..!_,._ql..»..ﬂ e -t _ X ; - - : N o Austin
[ ' ' ! Vil _r il - !
200 - +4|Lr!1!;.!i;»h-7>!li.=!i|i:t=zWﬁ!ixwt:!l:- RN R R - o San Antonio

B e T T Tt e et e e S Bt 1] — ..wm‘ Lot _ .__.| Corpus Christi
L 1 _ , 1 s - - _ i . El Paso
- - - emmemdo S R I R | Z o

Abilene

100 fl- -t

TR

r
5
|
|
1

]
]

WV

25>

SIRETSHATITIN]

1
Lo
M
3
15
.
W e
[

NMUNINERNY

[} -

W N B B Wi Y- B- H=ENA B
¥z %% L EA N Y E -1 5 SZR=EENE N

;&.d@mm nv A dmwwmﬂb edu~|| A heed [for _ W ﬁmum to nosl* A ineed| for ] onrmw _
- tinite eftorte | ate ke gublic¢l pn Hwo*mnsp. letd and!dis- \commetifeatilon

of Awmmmwmﬂh_ : ”#WOEHmme<HWMm tol be. Jnonwﬂ+r riiqre £ 1 Bqtwee mwmm:ow@h
_ .mmn;owmu.mmmmwl IR ' polint for a; HAMIWwo [} -ad*the localL.. ;| . ; S G
“\| cularly at Ioca 1 I B

coprdl _nwoﬂ.u. i wmﬁdp mj. ; .m<@H”ilJ.A
‘Fupctign-to} inded o [ I I

levgdl _ ; :
# -aawwwmm. «m»uuWHn LLsu,w;. r: 1;aL S SR

|
) “”:N v b ‘ . ﬁm anﬁmw. mnm<uo¢m * -
| T --.m-41i4.1l‘ . L L . — ) he ocal! NS L G L I I :.:L
T T e e T 1 bl L
= IR S R SR b | | | Pigurd 4!




14

ROZ@MS.OMmXE

o2

- - v.. = — o — e > — — .
) N } . > ! va e A N ' 1 H
{ ,, _ ] : _ _, __ __ _ S * i | - ] “ _ Arlington \\\\\\\u
A A I T m Houston ]
R AU | R T L |
|-t L _ —_ i O T o Amarillo m
B i ! ! ' i ! i N !
. ! __ ' _ | _ . . ' _ " f m w . Longview OOD so
- P - - T - - RORSARESael St Sl Skt B - R e S et e oo [ -- 3
| ; _ ' oS..oJ.mox _ CHILD n»%m FACTLYTIES . AND INSTITUTIONS, | “ 5 .
_ | _ _ . : _ _ K -
S SR S VA _ﬁt N W S —~ _Ti i A m — - - R T T Sy Austin
_. I ! 1 R
! ! i ! i _ :
! _ G . 0 SR RN DN U IR I S feede ol | San Antonio
200 _ T T _ f ._
“ : : ' - R _ - .
. ! : * N S DU B SN SNV I S ..i:_.-_ R : b4 b_._ | Corpus Christi
! H : | H '
; M _ m i ". ' 1 b ) - El Paso
R N N _ i B
m _ : ] ! | _ Abilene
S B . et i ! — _
! ; i . r. — " - )
. _ ". ; ." mw | S |
m _ ﬁ i \ ! , : m
100 el e : A T e B S B SR
‘) : | | m_ | | “
T ' } : I . .ﬁ.-] R ) m. )
B | ‘ | 1 i ;
: I I | = (SR R U SN U N N
“ENE T S [
- R car wu L] o __\-_uv_w..kn_m-|“‘ |__|1A e
~ == s ey - AR _ .
PN HeZB= I CF: __
. M EicaZlBic= Ly = e s
> | \ \ : H ' ) ! {
A meéd for more | A need to' A dTma to mxrsp.:“ A ne¢ed n.w ‘ Alneed| foriday Other
- HDmeHlﬁmem‘rm | Hecentralize -4“ | thq _mi um | p ent mis= .|1.PHH0_..H {ldties SN PN S ) 2
half+way ?oﬂm4m M _ W : mnumamh m.ﬂch : “_nnmm*namzw of ~ for c ﬁmﬂm.z.._._ .
_|{gnd other temp- I _ oo {)ehidld cgre || childfen|and !} available do | ' -
- mm%w%:o..m. frangi- m,.ni;.“ aqI1Tties apd |7 youth while || 2]l mojtherd who S
n_most, nmmwammnb; _ | _ ﬁmm“moan 1 { . ‘institut 9.7_* want i ; .
= m.mﬂiy*wﬁﬁuﬁmwm.ibi#}[l..“’!. - ...w e “ |\L—|$I.l:..w.li S ._NH.W'M_.\& . .w -I_”l rn[wr [T A ST, | ~ ” S S
: b . : : H b _ _ " !
Ao ,.iu LI ST PO SN N U | N N A O A SRS U O S U DA SR
- ﬂ - | o _ _ " m ! u
! _ v * _ “ oo _» _ _ _ ' : Co
. b A S S NN EERU IR N | I N Higure ]




15

<OoOZmaQO mx T

Mdm oz

200

100

el

ul

{1

<1

91

Li

81

1
{
[
i
-

!

]
\

S
LU ST

L

N PP SOV

%

_. ./ ,

* me& mOH_wnwau

wcxﬂmmth:®|kaﬁ,

Arlington
Houston
Amarillo

Longview

Austin

San Antonio

Carpus Christi
El Paso

Ablilene

- mvmﬁawsm,vﬁc#ﬁ S _W
mauﬁm : :

~ e s ] s




16

< OoOZmMmcoO mMxm

X Mo Z —

280

260

240

220

200

180

160

140

120

100

80

60

Lo

20

i I e
W L
L« ‘ TWLW
i A it
REREE S . w e
1 ot 3 H
SaRIEES T
o o n g N
1w+t HAss mmmhw U
i i S X32X i 1T
SEER IERIEHRE 15 HH
e LR PTG ] o
I g T T R i T
L H ey meimﬂw R s T
seest i IR e il i :
T TRRERE A A 11X XA ! s sl
-t mymﬁm :Fsﬂ J_ix\_,.'urr rom o S MWMWWW%%M% Ty XXX i N
- %R T TR D T RRRRRRRRY 0 E gish
xgmicEed Tt [T L B bEr o] 1717 | SEamy
CRRRRRREIA Kookt 17 wmmm it
RN - : . Ve RN B . . -4
St SRR IR RS £k
o [RXRIRARRA - - - T30 XARERRNRN | 1+ JRRRR 1t =
(11 LM W., & Nwml\ ,M_HHMWWK W : = MW WW e JWEW wMuMw X : mv.mt me.
M wmwm ——x MW>>~ EXXKERIRA ZXXX o
P P L = .“Nr“L . mm [
H 7 | RRRRRERS M[.UE m-rm m‘azwﬂ hE RRRERESL % uﬁ
SEeaRE et RRRRED S eit e e BRARRES S G C) DN LS ,_
! ety XX XK K“Kx.\.. ¢ .M . .;T, &7
S ER ER BRI
g JoT50 SPMUIRR K L02030] 19333 BRTUINN B304 44 4 4% SRR T T
BERRRE e voren EEmRR feiociiletais st RRRER LS xw% negeiieioios RNREE Euliag
L, §R8. T [RERRRRA 1 R BBk SRRERBRY 1T
T XSRKIOKY - SRRERRY it ! 5 g Sxkakisad 1o 11
P FE N rATAY A) AZa) —~
A SRERBRRY Jﬁ &mxﬁmmw; uw M wuymm)w\,“ 888 Wm@ EREl L
JEHE T oo R e
4 L {2 . S R
5l b - po's T TTRRRIRRIY - 3633 1
e R T el il o e ] syl
a2 B B B
i S Easkieodd T Fl TN 1134 m : Rl Fsbes basssl HH
BEREH b2 tntoost Bl B % oo R I mxm mé Ho ] Pdadddoodd il {88 , | BARRKEK o) | LT
General Health Education Coordination Out-of-Home Financing Rights and
Priorities Child Care Legal
Accountability Facilities Protection
Figure 8 and Public and B

N . Information Institutions

‘
v




17

MOZMSOo D

i

[ e —
T .

t
JE A8 SRR D

e
H
| 4_‘ 4—

el
Lol

bt

FUS N

RIS S

q_u.

Lo
! _F, ’
X

[EUR SO Y B

L
]
L+
:

et

-

,‘_._!,Av—. —
O
{1

S T




18

Statistical Analysis

One of our first areas of interest is the age, ethnic,
economic level, employment and demographic profile of the forum
participants. The data for this type of analysis is not avail-
able for the Arlington, Houston or Amarillo forums. However,
Table 8 presents the data for the remaining forums. The table
indicates some differences (in the percentage composition of
participants in terms of the measured characteristics) between
forums. A Chi squared (X") statistic was calculated to test
for statistically significant differences (between frequency
of occurrence of each characteristic) among the forum populations.
Table 9 summarizes the results of these tests.

A second area of interest is the frequency of occurrence
of each need category at each forum. Table 10 displays this
data. At this point an important question can be asked: are
there any significant relationships between forum participant
characteristics and the frequency of occurrence of the need
categories. In order to identify possibly significant rela-
tionships, correlation co-efficients between the frequency of
occurrence of each of the participant characteristics and the
frequency of occurrences of each of the need categories for
each forum were calculated. Tables 11 through 15 show the
results of these calculations. The test for choosing possible
significant relationships was arbitrarily chosen as a correl-
ation co-efficient greater than .80 or the highest two correl-
ations, or when more than two variables correlate above .80,
.85 was taken as the cutting point. Table 16 lists the highest
correlates for each need category. Multiple linear regression
techniques were applied to test the statistical significance
of the relationships indicated in Table 16. An explanation of
this technique and the actual models and tests conducted can
be seen in Appendix B. The null hypotheses generated and
tested along with the test results are presented in Table 17.

Another set of interesting questions can be asked with
respect to the possible existence of differences in input between
the forums. To answer these questions, the following two hypo-
theses were posed and a Chi squared statistic calculated (see
Appendix B).

1. There is no statistically significant difference in per-
ception (as measured by frequency of occurrence) of need
categories between forums for which we have complete data
(the last six forums).

2. There is no statistically significant difference in per-
ception (as measured by frequency of occurrence) of need
categories between the forums (all nine forums).

The first hypothesis was rejected and the second was
also rejected. Table 18 summarizes the results.
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Longview  Austin San  Corpus El Abilene
Antonio Christi Paso
N 7 N % N % % N 72 N %

Attendance 68 120 121 130 108 90
# of Questionnaires |22 69 55 16 63 37
Employed 22 100 | 60 87| 46 | 83.6| 16 | 100 53 84135 | 94.6
Unemployed 0 ol 9 13 4] 7.3] 0 0] 10 15| 2 5.4
Female 11 50| 40 58 | 33 60 | 12 75| 41 65120 | 54.1
Male 11 50 | 20 29 | 22 40| 4 25 | 22 35|16 | 43.2
Average Age NA 36. 4 39.5 1.2 37.7 35.
State Employee 7 131.8116| 23013123.6 3|18.81 15| 24016 |43.2
Federal Employee 1 4.5 2| 2.9| 3] 5.5 1| 6.2 4] 6.3|1 2.7
County Employee 2 9.1 2| 2,9 6]10.9] 3]18.8] 5| 7.9]1 2.7
City Employee 2 9.1 4| 5.8 5 9.1| 1| 6.2| 2| 3.2|2 5.4
Public School

Employee 9 41| 9]13.0| 9]16.4| 5(31.2|10]15.9] 2 5.4
Privately Employed | 1 | 4 5|27 (39.1|13|23.6 1| 6.2 17 27 15 | 40.5
Other Employment 0 ol 2| 3.6| 2]12.5 12.7] 0 0
American indian 0 1.4 3.6| 0 0 0l o0 0
Black 5 23 .2 1.8 1| 6.2 4.8 2 | 5.4
Spanish Surname 0 0 .8 |11 20| 8{50.0(11|17.5]2 5.4
Anglo 6 73 159185.5034]61.8] 71{43.8] 46 73 31 | 83.1
Other 1 41 0 0| 1| 1.8 0 o 2| 3.2]1 2.7
Innercity 10 45 | 44 1 63.8 127 | 49.1 |10 62.5]|42]66.7 26 | 70.3
Suburban 4 18 | 17| 24.6 | 20| 36.4 | 5| 31.2| 13| 20.6|9 | 24.3
Rural 8 36| 6| 8.7 8|14.5] 1| 6.2| 6| 9.5|1 2.7
Income
0-6,000 4 18 |14 [ 20.3 | 4| 7.3 5(31.2 |17 127.0012 | 32.4
6,001-8,000 2 9.1| 4| 5.8 16.4 | 1 .2 7011.1]4 | 10.8
8,001-10,000 7 (31.8(17124.6| 8|14.5]| 1 .20 7011114 |10.8
Above 10,000 9 41 |26 |37.7 124 | 43.6 7|43.8131]49.2 04 |37.8

TABLE 8




Characteristic
Employed

Sex

Employer
Ethnicity
Residence

Salary

Age

2

20

X TESTS FOR FORUM POPULATION DIFFERENCES

df

30

20

10

15

x2 P Difference Statistically
Significant

8.63 .13 No

4.03 .55 No

55.93 .004 Yes
48.3 .0007 Yes

22.36 .014 Yes

22.41 .086 No

1.24 .87 No

TABLE 9
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Employer
State Federal County City Private Public School
General .02 .61 .89 46 .06 .23
Need
Health & .76 .80 .34 .33 .84 A
Nutrition
Education .60 .81 W45 ~-.01 .48 .22
Coordination .62 .59 .54 42 .38 -.11
ODut-of-Home -.51 ~.12 .38 .12 -.36 -.23
Care
inancing .53 .62 .36 .00 .54 -.11
Rights and .58 74 .59 .85 .73 .65
Legal Protection |
TABLE 11
Ethnicity
Total
American Indian Black Mexican American  Anglo Attendance

eneral

Need .65 -.73 .92 .06 .72
ealth &
Nutrition .18 .21 .45 .90 .33
Education -.11 -.12 .56 .54 14
Coordination .43 -.58 .56 .34 .22

t-of-Home

Care A1 -.78 .50 -.46 .70

Financing .00 -.43 .65 .48 .54
ights and
Legal Protectio .79 .10 «54 .79 L 51

TABLE 12
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Residence
Innercity Suburban Rural
19. 20. 21.
General
Need .16 .61 14
Health &
Nutrition .97 .66 .22
Fducation .70 .37 .03
Coordination .43 .62 .00
Out-of-Home -.41 .10 -.28
Care
Financing .66 .43 -.35
Rights and .76 .95 .58
Legal Protection
TABLE 13
Salaries
0 - $6,000 $6,001 - 8,000 $8,001 - 10,000 Above 10,000
General Need -.18 .69 -.13 40
Health & Nutrition .87 .58 .57 .94
Education .78 .61 .04 .76
Coordination .26 .85 -.11 .55
Out-of-Home Care -.60 .01 -.40 -.30
Financing .72 .49 -.05 .63
Rights and Legal .31 .75 .75 .86 |
Protection
TABLE 14
Sex
Females Males
General Need .39 .32
Health & Nutrition .95 .79
Education .69 .64
Coordination .49 .67
;ut-of-Home Care -.24 ~.38
Financing o B4 47
Rights and legal Protection .89 .80

TABLE 1

5




NEED CATEGORY CORRELATES

Need Category

Correlates

General Needs number of county employees .89
number with spanish surnames .92
Health and Nutrition number of females .95
number of anglos .90
number living innercity .97
number earning 0-$6,000 .87
number earning above $10,000 .94
Education nunber of federal employees .81
number earning between 0-$6,000 .78

Coordination and Public number earning between $6,000
Information and $8,000 .85
number of males .67
Out—-of-Home Care Facilities number of blacks .78
and Institutions total number of participants .70
Financing number living innercity .66
number earning between 0-$6,000 |.72
Rights and Legal Protection number of females .89
number earning above $10,000 .86

TABLE 16

24



HYPOTHESES AND RESULTS

Hypothesis Result
Hypothesis 1. There is no significant relationship between Accepted
frequency of occurrence of the general need category and the
number of county employees attending.
Hypothesis 2. There is no significant relationship between Accepted
the frequency of occurrence of the general needs category and
the number of participants with spanish surnames.
Hypothesis 3. There is no significant relations’ ip between Accepted

the frequency of occurrence of the health and nurrition
category and the number of anglos attending.

Hypothesis 4.

There is no significant relationship between
the frequency of occurrence of the health and nutrition

category and the number of participants living in the innercity.

Rejected

Hypothesis 5. There is no signiticant relationship between the
trequency of occurrence of the health and nutrition and the

number of participants with incomes between 0 and $6,000.

Rejected

Hypothesis 6. There is no significant relationship between
the number of females participating and the frequency of
occurrence of the health and nutrition category.

Rejected

Hvpothesis 7. There is no significant re}ationgaip hetween
the frequency of occurrence of the health and nutrition
category and the number of rarticipants with incomes above
$10,000.

'Accepted

Hypothesis 8. There is no significant relationship between
the frequency of occurrence of the education category and
the number of federal employees participating.

Accepted

Hypothesis 9. There is no significant relationship between
the frequency of occurrence of the education category and
the number of participants with inccomes between G and $6,000.

Accepted

Hypothesis 10. There is no significant relationship between
the frequency of occurrence of the coordination category and
the number of participants with incomes between $6,001 and
58,000

CACE] .

Accepted

Hvpothesis 11. There is no significant relaticnship between
the frequency of occurrence of the coordination category
and the number of males participating.

Accepted

fypothesis 12. There is no significant relationship between
the frequency of occurrence of the out-of-home care category
and the number of black participants.

Accepted

TABLE 17(to be continued)
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TABLE 17 continued

Hypothesis

Result

Hypothesis 13. There is no significant relationship between the
frequency of occurrence of the out-of-home care category and the
total number of participants.

Accepted

Hypothesis 14. There is no significant relationship between the
frequency of occurrency of the financing category and the number
of participants living in the innercity.

Accepted

Hypothesis 15. There is no significant relationship between the
frequency of occurrence of the finance category and the number
of participants earning between 0 and $6,000.

Accepted

Hypothesis 16. There is no significant relationship between the
frequency of occurrance of the rights and legal protection
category and the number of city employees participating.

Accepted

Hypothesis 17. There is no significant relationship between the
frequency of occurrence of the rights and legal protection
category and the number of participants living in the suburbs.

Accepted

Hypothesis 18. There is no significant relationship between the
frequency of occurrence of the rights and legal protection
category and the number of participants with salaries above
$10,000.

Accepted

Hypothesis 19. There is no significant relationship between the
frequency of occurrence of the rights and legal protection
category and the number of females participating.

Accepted

26



TESTS FOR DIFFERENCES IN NEED
PERCEPTION BETWEEM FORUMS

27

Hypothesis X2 df P Results
1 45.17 30 .04 Rejected
2 79.53 48 . 004 Rejected
TABLE 18
The last question to be asked is: Are the observed differences

in perception of need (as

statistically significant.

categories were perceived

would be equal.
(with X2

measured by frequency of occurrence)
The assumption is made that if the need
to be of equal importance, the frequencies

We can attempt to answer the question by testing
statistic) the hypothesis that the observed frequencies

are not significantly different from equal frequencies. This hypo-
thesis was rejected and the test results are summarized in Table 19.

BETWEEN NEED CATEGORIES

df

P

TESTS FOR DIFFERENCES IN PERCEPTION

Results

223.59

6

.0000

Rejected

TABLE 19



DISCUSSION

Because of the subjective nature of the classification of
the data and the summarization process by which the data was gathered
from group leader notes, written participant comments and written
recommendations, the results of all quantitative statistics for
significant differences and relationships must be regarded with
caution. Inferences drawn from these tests must be considered
tentative and subject to further testing.

Before we examine the needs identified, it is valuable to
understand the general context in which the needs were identified.
We need to know, for example, did the participants attending each
of the forums have the same or different characteristics? The
answers to this question are contained in Tables 8 and 9 in the
previous Data Analysis section. It appears there were no signifi-
cant differences with respect to the ratio of unemployed parti-
cipants to employed participants, with the vast majority of parti-
cipants being employed. There was no apparent significant differ-
ence 1in forum populations on the basis of female-male ratios
(females being in the majority), salary range or average age.
Apparent significant differences between forum populations did
arise with respect to employer (city, state, federal, public school
etc.), ethnicity and residential location (innercity, suburban, rural).

We also need to determine 1f there was a statistically
significant difference between the forums with respect to the way
the participants perceived the needs. The graphical presentations,
figures 1 through 7, indicate differences. These indicated
differences were tested (see Appendix B for test) and found to
be significant (as indicated in Table 18). This indicates that
although there was considerable overlap in perceived needs, there
were some differences in needs perceived, and there were differences
in the perceived magnitude of needs as indicated by the frequency
of mention of each need.

Another important piece of background information concerns
the relationships, if any, between the forum populations' charac-
teristics and the need categories. Only three statistically sig-
nificant relationships were identified (see Table 17). It was
determined there is a strong, positive relationship between the
frequency of occurrence of needs in the health and nutrition
category and the number of participants with incomes between
0 and $6,000, the number of participants who live in the inner-
city, and the number of female participants. Although none of
the other indicated relationships (high correlations) proved
statistically significant in this sample, it is still possible
a relationship could exist and be more apparent if a larger sample
were to be taken.
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With the above information, a more meaningful discussion of
the identified needs is possible. As can be seen from Figure 8, the
need category ''"Coordination, Priorities, Accountability of Agencies
and Public Information" has the highest frequency index. This
category encompasses a large number of closely related specific needs.
The first six needs in this category (Table IV) are particularly
closely related. These first six needs emphasize local coordination,
public information and education about available services and preven-
tion of problems of children and youth, the use of the public schools
as a focal point for coordination and communication between agencies.
These expressions are instructive for several reasons, but one of the
most instructive insights is into the '"meaning' of coordination. From
these expressions we can infer the participants see coordination as
involving the following elements:

1. an exchange of informatlon between service delivering agencies
and the public, including a complete index of services and
agencies,

2. communication between agencies,
3. public education programs, and

4., the public school system as the focal point and implementor of
the coordination activities.

It should be pointed out here that there is no correlation
between the number of public school employees attending, and this
need category (see Table 11) so that we can assume these needs
are not biased by the public school employees attending the forums.

The relationship of the coordination needs to the general
needs category is also interesting to explore; particularly with
respect to the first and sixth needs under general needs. It is
not difficult to infer from these that a major cause of a lack
of coordination activities is the excessively heavy caseload and
demands placed on local workers and the resulting lack of time for
other than high priority delivery activities. If this inference
is correct, it would seem that expansion of personnel, services
and a lightening of caseloads (as indicated under general needs)
combined with the addition of coordination activities to the job
descriptions of local workers and inservice training programs,
including coordination techniques, for local workers would go a
long way towards meeting the coordination needs.

Tt should be noted that neither the coordination category
or the general need category was found to have a significant
relationship to any of the measured population characteristics.
However, there are some characteristics with high correlations
to these categories (Table 16) which may become significant in
‘arger samples. The highest correlate with the coordination
category Is the number of participants earning between 6,000
and 8,000 dollars; the highest correlates with the general
needs category are the number of participants with Spanish



surnames and the number of county employees participating. It
might be inferred from these correlates that those who feel the
greatest need for coordination, expansion of services and lighter
caseloads are those working at the local level in the consumer-
delivery system interface. They seem to be telling us they have
neither the time mnor the resources to completely meet the demands
placed upon them.

Education and Educational System needs are an interesting
category. First, it is Iimportant to note that there is no corre-
lation between the number of public school employees attending
and the frequency of needs expressed in this category. Again,
no statistically significant relationships between this category
and any of the population characteristics were identified.
However, it is interesting to note that the highest population
characteristic correlates with this category is the number of
federal employees attending and the number of participants
earning $6,000 or less. An inspection of the specific needs
in this category, indicates that many are related to social
change. It can be inferred from this that many federal employ-
ees and low income individuals see the schools as having a role
as a tool for social change.

Indeed, the inspection of these educational needs reveals
an expanded role for the schools that has not been recognized
in the currently, generally accepted goals and objectives of
our public schools. Another visible trend which can be dis-
cerned, is one towards individualization. Many of the expressed
needs seem to reflect a desire for the schools to provide indi-
vidualized learning experiences for all children to meet indi-
vidual needs as opposed to group needs (i.e. handicapped, aver-
age, gifted, etc.).

The health and nutrition category is the only category
for which statistically significant relationships with forum
participant characteristics were found. The frequency with
which needs in this category were expressed was strongly
related to the number of innercity participants, the number
of participants earning $6,000 or less, and the number of
female participants. It is not difficult to infer from this
data that these needs are acutely felt by low income and
poverty level individuals and those who live or work in low
income areas (i.e. innercity). This category is the only
one for which it can clearly be inferred (from the forum
data) that the service consumers, as a group, perceive it
strongly as a need category. The strongest expressed need
in this category was for programs for preventive and early
identification of problems. Of course, many of the other
less frequently expressed needs in this area are related to
this, but are more specific (i.e. a need to supply the basics
of health care and nutrition).

The next two categories, out—of-home care and financing,
deal largely with services already in existence, but in need
of expansion and extension, hence, a high degree of overlap
with the categories of general meeds, health and nutrition
and education. The out-of-home care category correlates most

30
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highly with general needs, and financing correlates most highly
with education. Although no statistically significant relation-
ships between these categories and forum participant character-
istics were identified, there were some high correlations (see
Table 16) which may indicate the possibility of identifying
significant relationships in larger samples. The highest cor-
relate of out-of-home care was the number of black participants.
However, the correlation is negative, meaning the higher the
number of black participants, the lower the frequency of expres-
sion of needs in the out-of-home care category. It could be
inferred from this that black participants do not perceive this
area as a need or they do not see out-of-home care as a preferred
means of treating problems. This aspect of the results deserves
further investigations, as it may have implications as to planning
programs for different geographic areas and population segments;
the need and content of public education programs; and real
differences in population groups which require different approches
to solving the same basic problem.

The highest participant characteristic correlate of the
finance category was the number of participants earning $6,000
or less. When it is taken into consideration that this category
also correlates highly with the education category and that
this income level individual is apt to live in poorer school
districts, it is not difficult to understand this correlation.

Rights and legal protection is the category with the
lowest frequency. It is also important to note that this is
the only category without a specific need ranked in the top 10.
The highest participant characteristic correlate is the number
of female participants and the second highest is the number of
participants earning above $10,000. One or both of the two
possible conclusions can be inferred from these results:
1. that individual rights and legal protections are currently
at least adequately provided for, and/or 2. that needs in other
categories are verceived as much greater and of a higher priority.

It would seem this aspect of the forum results needs further
investigation. If the first inference is correct, we may have
nc problem; but, if the first inference is not correct, and the
latter inference is, we may have discovered another area of
great concern: a potential willingness to sacrifice rights
in order to meet other needs and solve social problems.

There is one last aspect of data which we shall consider.
It has been pointed that the subjective aspects involved, make
it difficult to attach quantitative significance to the per-
ceptions of individual needs. However, it is possible to make
qualitative judgments and perceive indicated relative magnitude
relationships. Some additions to the graph shown in Figure 9
can be used to graphically show the relative magnitude rela-
tionships. TFigure 10 shows these additions as boundaries
identifying quantum levels of need. The boundaries are drawn
along plateaus in the frequency curve.
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If we interpret these quantum levels as priority levels, we
obtain the following results:

Priority Level 1
A. A general need to expand existing services and fill existing

gaps.

Priority Level 2
A. A need to coordinate the efforts of the different agencies,
particularly at the local level.

B. A need for preventive and early identification programs for
health, learning and behavioral problems.

C. A need to educate the public about services for children
and youth to both inform the public and influence attitudes.

Priority Level 3
A. A need for more foster homes, half-way houses and other
temporary or transitional residential facilities.

B. A need for parenting education.

C. A need to extend the financial effort of the State to provide
necessary services.

D. A need to treat the total family in cases of disabilities
and/or behavioral problems of children.

E. A need for every child to have the opportunity for free
public education in a pattern that meets his needs.

F. The public schools should be made a focal point for a
coordination function to serve families and service
agencies.

G. A need to compile and distribute to all persons dealing
with young children, an index of available services at
the local level.

Using the graph in Figure 10, and the need table in Appendix
A, the reader can determine the remaining priority levels if {it is
of interest to him.



RECOMMENDATIONS SUBMITTED BY INTERESTED GROUPS

The following recommendations have been submitted to the
Texas Commission on Services to Children and Youth by the Texas
Association for Services to Children, The Austin Cerebral Palsy
Center and Miss Sara E. Ward, American Association of Social
Workers. These recommendations have contributed to the findings
of the forums, and will be given consideration when the Commission
drafts its final recommendations to the Legislature and Governor.

34
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Austin Ceretnal Paloy Center D

NADEA GIZELBACH

Executive Director

May 13, 1974

Texas Commission on Services to Children and Youth
Room 2-26

611 South Congress Avenue

Austin, TX 78704

Dear Sirs:

1 attended a forum which was held in January for the Texas Commission
on Services to Children and Youth., A list of needs which are of concern
to the parents of handicapped children is being enclosed in response to
your request for information. It is hoped that the Commission will
carefully and seriously consider these items during the investigation.

Needs as parents see them:

1. Physicians need to realize the importance of early diagnosis and
referral to an agency.

2. The state should have a Central Information Service so that
duplication of services could be avoided. Physicians could refer parents
to this central agency which, in turn, would secure proper placement for
the child. This central agency would also be responsible for the
dispersal of staff and monies so that all areas of the state would
receive funds. No children should be "lost between the cracks," The
Financial Section needs to have a short circuit system from the point
where money is allocated to the point where it is utilized. (Less
money should be spent on fancy offices and push button phones - more on
actual services!)

3. The staff should be trained to deal with multiply handicapped
children. Experience in working with the children under the direction
of a professional should count as training. The deaf-blind units need
many more staff members than the universities are graduating at the
present time.

More unjversities should be encouraged to offer programs which
deal with working with the multiply handicapped child.

4. A1l people who major in education should be exposed to special
education and to the area of multiply handicapped children. With Plan A
in effect, all teachers need to know how to relate to these children.

Practical experience should be part of the curriculum. Work-
shops should be held to aid those teachers who are already out of college.

K 512 478-2581 919 WEST 282 STREET  AUSTIN, TEXAS 78705 J

A UNITED FUND AGENCY
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NADEA GIZELBACH

Executive Director

5. The Texas Education Agency should care for children between
the ages of "0 and 3." Early intervention is so important.
More therapy should be available through the schools. The
public schools should have classes for the multiply handicapped and
should provide an adequate teacher-student ratio.

aid may be needed by "higher income" families. The
is exnsrbitant since so many

6. Financial
cost of caring for any handicapped child
specialists are involved.

7. Agencies should emphasize parent education on a statewide basis.
The professionals only have the children a minimal amount of time. The
parents must understand the child's condition and do therapy at home in

order to see progress.
children do the same.
workshops for parents

8.

If the parents understand they can help the
Therefore, professionals should have periodic
in addition to the usual conferences.

sheltered

There seem to be only a limited number of vocatiocnal
These need to be available both on a
Industry needs to be more in-

workshops for adolescents.
residential and non-residential basis.
volved in hiring the handicapped.

9. There is a desperate need for Day Care Services which are
equipped to care for handicapped children.

10. A1l counties need to have the same regulations regarding
foster care of children.

11. Emergency heousing and/or short-term residential care should be

made available to parents.

12.
to anyone.

A report on the services to the handicapped should be available
Not only the heads of the Special Education departments in
the public schools, but administrators of programs and parents should be
informed on where funding comes from, how money is dispersed, etc.

The central agency should provide information on all services which
exist in the state.

Thank you for your consideration in these matters.

Sincerely,

Lot b
At b
gzn)déyz%g?bceré A

Sociadl Worker

SB @in
N

512 478-2581 919 WEST 28%2 STREET  AUSTIN, TEXAS 78705

A UNITED FUND AGENCY
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RECOMMENDATIONS TO GOVERNOR'S COMMITTEE
ON SERVICES TO CHILDREN & YOQUTH

I. PERTAINING TO FOSTER CARE

At the local level it is becoming more and more difficult to maintain
enough foster homes to meet the needs of children referred for foster
care. Some of the difficulties in recruiting foster homes are the
small monetary reimbursement in contrast to present cost of living;

the absence of any liability coverage should injury occur to the foster
child while he is in the care of foster parents; the expense of annual
physical examinations required for foster parents and the requirements
for a two~parent family with a mother who does not work outside the
home.

As the new Family Code has been interpreted, it is necessary for infants
awaiting adoption to remain in foster care much longer than previously.
In the years prior to 1974, we were able to place the healthy caucasian
infant born to a femme sole mother by the time the child was a month
0ld. Under the present law, the child must remain in foster care until
the petition to terminate the parent-child relationship has been
adjudicated. A time span of two to three months seems to be the

average wait at present, although we have requested an early setting

on the court docket.

Another solution to the need for foster homes would be a homemaker
service. If trained mature women were available from some reputable
provider, and could be placed in families where the mother is
temporarily unable to perform her duties, the children in that
family could remain at home and avoid foster care. Other values to
homemaker service would include the avoidance of separation of the
children, a change in schools and the trauma of moving to an unknown
family.

A third solution to the deficit of foster home spaces would be the
establishment of a receiving home or emergency shelter. Many children
remain in foster care for brief periods of time; i.e., the child who

is referred because his parents have been jailed. TIf there were a
temporary facility available, the child could be cared for until he

could be returned to his family or, if longer foster care is indicated,

an assessment could be made as to which foster home would best meet

his needs. With this additional knowledge in the decision-~making

process, it is hoped moves from one foster home to another could be avoided.

March 4, 1974 Miss Sara E. Ward, ACSW
Supervisgor II
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IT. PERTAINING TO INSTITUTIONS

The outstanding, imperative and immediate need is for a child-caring
facility to provide for youth who do not meet admission criteria of the
traditional institution. Children who are dangerous to themsleves and
others, children in need of supervision, chronic runaways, truants,

and emotionally disturbed children need a structured residential
setting where they can be contained long enough to respond to case-
work services.

An institution or several group homes 1s essential to provide facilities
to maintain those who will not be able to remain voluntarily.

A facility with professionally trained mental health staff being the
house-parents could provide the therapy needed by the mentally ill
child too disturbed to live in a conventional setting.

A childrens' home with several "layers' of protection could be
utilized for 1) the child who must be restrained; 2) the child whose
ego is developing but still needs to be reinforced by firmness and
3) the child who has worked through the first and second stages

and can be expected to return to a conventional care plan.

March 4, 1974 (Miss) Sara E. Ward, ACSW
Supervisor IT



Texas AssociatioN ForR Services To CHILDREN

TASC IS AN EXPRESSION OF TEXAS' CONCERN FOR HER CHILDREN

3626 No. Hall St., Suite 720
Dallas, Texas 75219

May 31, 1974

Dr. Thomas D. Horn, Chairman

Texas Commission on Services to Children and Youth
611 S. Congress, Room 2-26

Austin, Texas 78704

Dear Doctor Horm:

The Mental Health Association of Dallas County, after completing a com-
prehensive study of mental health services for children in Dallas County,
has made several very important recommendations to the Governor's Task
Force on Youth Care and Rehabilitation.

The Association has determined that residential mental health treatment pro-
grams here in the community for children under 12 years of age are the top
priority need and urges that such residential treatment programs take prece-
dence over the in-patient unit in Terrell State Hospital which serves Dallas.
Parents are reluctant to use institutional treatment facilities way out in
the boondocks for little children, and youngsters are reluctant to be far
away from their homes. Their needs could far better be served by local
treatment facilities here in Dallas.

In addition, the Mental Health Association of Dallas County has recommended
that the Texas Youth Council place heavy emphasis upon having a variety of
community-based services for treating children and adolescents. This would
be furthered by removing the line item budget appropriation for the Texas
Youth Council, which is a barrier to treating children in the community.

A specifie concern is the very successful program of the Girls Adventure
Trails, a year-round community service for emotionally disturbed girls ages
10 to 15. The Mental Health Association has recommended that Girls Adventure
Trails be brought under the auspices of the Texas Youth Council.

The North Texas chapter of the Texas Association of Services for Children is
an association of 48 individual and 20 agency members who are directly in-
volved in serving children. We are all deeply concerned with the needs of
children in this area.

We have carefully considered the recommendations made by the Mental Health
Association and they speak to the same needs and problems that we have been
concerned about for some time.

TODAY'S CHILD IS TOMORROW 'S CITIZEN
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Page 2

We heartily agree with the Mental Health Association on all of its
recommendations and we strongly endorse the concept of a variety of
locally based mental health treatment facilities in preference to
out-of~town institutional treatment. Many local programs of differ-
ent types are functioning successfully to help children in or near
their homes. We agree that this is the best way to help children,
and we urge the Texas Commission on Services tu Children and Youth
to use all the resources at its disposal to encourage the implemen-
tation of these recommendations.

Respectfully,

C o S el

Rosalie S. Meltzer, ACSW
President

North Texas Chapter
RSM:eg

cc: Sam J. Castleberry
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Texas Commission on Services to Children & Youth ) I

August 16, 1973

Members of the Commission, it is a pleasure to be able to join you
today and to have the opportunity to express my personal feelings con-
cerning services to children and youth.

Let me preface my remarks by saying that I am by no means an expert
in this field, but let me also say that my interest in youth is genuine
and is a integral part in my life. So that you can better understand me
and my suggestions let me give you just a very brief outline of my
involvement with children and youth.

A number of years ago I served on the Tarrant County Grand Jury
and thus was responsible for numercus indictments returned against young
individuals for drug abuse. After my term I decided there was bound to
be a better way and that perhaps even though I was not a lawyer, doctor,
or law enforcement officer, there was sameway I could help.

For three years I spoke extensively on the subject of drug abuse to
both young and old alike. Also during this time I worked with many young
addicts and runaways. I advocated a Drug Treatment Center where these
individuals could go day or night to receive professional medical attention
and yet their confidence would be maintained. I am pleased to say that
the Drug Treatment Center has been in operation for the past three years and
now has a number of outreach programs in the black, chicano, and middle
white cammnities. There is also a therapeutic commmity due to open in

the near future.
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I served in the 62nd legislature as a member of the Texas House
of Representatives. One of the comnittees to which I was appointed
was Jjuvenile crime and deliquency. I authored and passed legislation
for young pecple including the establishment and phase one construction
of the new Mental Health Mental Retardation facility to be located
in the southern part of Tarrant County,

Last year I attended a child abuse conference which was also held
here in Arlington. Through my interest I became a member of the Children's
Committee of the Tarrant County Mental Health Association. It was
through this camittee that I learned of my personal knowledge what I feel
are the fallacies invclved with the services to children and youth.

We have literally hundreds of agencies here in Tarrant County designed
to assist and render services to this vital area. Through many hours of
research I have itemized each of these agencies and the services they provide.
To read the list would take the rest of the afterncon and part of tomorrow.
I feel the best way to approach a problem is directly.

What is the problem? The problem is that certain needs of children and
youth are not being met here in Tarrant County. For example: You have on
the one hand, children who are mentally retarded and on the other extreme,
vou have children who are criminally involved but somewhere in the middle
are the children and youth who are "emotiocnally disturbed" thus, they slip
through existing programs because there is nothing designed to meet their needs
and assist them in their very difficult adjustments. To further define the

vroblems:
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A. Service agencies, even United Fund, are in need of coordinating

assistance.

1. Commnication between and among them are very poor.

2. Available data is inadequate for understanding needs and
available resources.

3. We lack a central register or record system of child abusers
and other family assisted needs.

4. We lack joint administrative planning.

5. We lack joint staff handling of clients (Team Approach).

6. We lack sufficient funds for service delivery systems.

Here 1s my suggestion to a possible solution to scme of these problem

areas: I advocate the establishment of a CENTER FOR SERVICES TO CHILDREN

AND YOUTH to which hereafter will be referred to as the CSCY. This Center

would act as the nucleus of a total network of services. Basically its

function would be:

1.

2.

3.

4.

Intake
Assessment and Determination
Action to Insure Delivery of Services

Follow-up

Inclusive would be:

A. A 24 HOUR EMERGENCY CLINIC which would be manned by at least

cne RN at all times and a Doctor on 24 hour call.
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B. A 24 IIOUR NURSCERY also manned by professional staff.

C. The 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SHELTER which is already functioning.

D. A 24 HOUR OPERATOR which could possibly be the existing
Crisis Intervention Program.

E. A possible suggestion for the central record system for child
abusers and other family assisted needs could be the utilization
of the County's recently purchased computer.

The CSCY could eliminate certain duplication of services, utilize

a joint effort to secure funding from whatever feasible source is

available, and be in a position to readily handle virtually any situation
concerning children and youth in Tarrant County. This Center would be
especially useful in providing the emergency services needed for abused
children which we all agree Tarrant County has had its share; perhaps more

than its share. The CSCY would also have a task force which includes virtually
every possible area where children and youth are involved.

The Center of which I speak at this time seems very remote, but at
one time so did the Drug Treatment Center. To my mind the establishment
of a CSCY would incorporate all of the existing services into one effective
network. This network could then act as a "Safety Net" to catch all of
the children who slip through the existing programs and thus beccome lost in
the shuffle of life.

Prepared by
Mike Moncrief
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CONCLUSIONS AND FINDINGS

Conclusions

As has been pointed out before, inferences and conclusions
drawn from this data should be regarded with caution and an under-
standing that the subjective elements involved in the data analysis
make precise quantitative conclusions impossible. The conclusions
which follow are not unequivocal, proven fact, but inferences and
interpretations based upon the available data. With the above in
mind, the following are the conclusions drawn from the forum data.

The input received through the forums varied significantly
in content and emphasis from forum to forum, leading us to believe
there are regional and local differences in need perceptions, which
must be taken into consideration in any needs assessment activity.

Some of the differences in need perception can be attributed
to differences in participant characteristics between forums.
The characteristics measured, which may influence the need per-
ception are the kind of employment, salary level, ethnic back-
ground, sex, and location of home (i.e. innercity, suburb, rural).
These variables should be controlled or allowed for in any needs
assessment activity. All of the variability cannot be attributed
to differences in participant characteristics; indeed, only three
statistically significant relationships appeared between participant
characteristics and need perception. These relationships were
between the health and nutrition need category, and the charac-
teristics of salary level, location of home and sex.

Based upon frequency of occurrence, the coordination priorities,
accountability of agencies and public information category was most
strongly felt. The education category was second, general needs
third, health and nutrition fourth, out-of-home child care fifth,
financing sixth and rights and legal protection seventh.

The most strongly felt specific need (again based on fre-
quency of occurrence) is the general need to expand and extend
currently existing services and fill gaps. Using the frequency
data, it is possible to group the specific needs into priority
levels. The first three priority levels are:

Priority 1
A. A general need to expand existing services and fill
existing gaps.

Priority 2
A. A need to coordinate the efforts of the different agencies,
particularly at the local level.
B. A need for preventive and early identification programs
for health, learning and behavioral problems.
C. A need to educate the public about services for children
and youth to both inform the public and influence attitudes.
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Priority 3

A. A need for more foster homes, half-way houses and other
temporary or transitional residential facilities.

B. A need for parenting education.

C. A need to extend the financial effort of the State to
provide necessary services.

D. A need to treat the total family in cases of disabilities
and/or behavioral problems of children.

E. A need for every child to have the opportunity for free
public education in a pattern that meets his needs.

F. The public schools should be made a focal point for a
coordination function to serve famili:.s and service
agencies.

G. A need to compile and distribute to all persons dealing
with young children, an index of available services at
the local level.

From the priority levels, it appears that the participants
feel the services being rendered are directed at the proper needs,
but are not meeting the current demand. The inferences are that
greater funding, more caseworkers, and more liberal eligibility
rules will go a long way towards meeting perceived needs and
filling gaps.

From the analysis of the need categories, it appears that
the participants view the important elements of local coordi-
nation to be information sharing between agencies and the public,
public education programs, and communication between agencies.

The input from forum participants indicates a desire to
expand the role of the public school beyond its current limits.
The school is seen as having a major role in coordination of
children and youth services, parenting education and as a tool
for bringing about social change.

There appears to be a strong desire on the part of the
participants to see our public schools move towards individualized
instruction, eliminating labeling and grouping while providing a
sufficient number of alternative paths through the educational
system to meet individual needs and provide equal opportunity
for each child to achieve his maximum potential.

Health and nutrition needs were acutely felt by low income
and poverty level participants. The greatest expressed need
was for preventive and early detection programs. The Commission
currently has a sgpecial committee studying health, nutrition
and early screening, and their report will contain detailed
conclusicns and recommendations.

The participants appeared to feel strongly that public
education with respect to available services for children and
vouth and parenting education were much needed programs.



Findings and Directions

The Texas Commission on Services to Children and Youth finds
the following to be indicated from the forum analysis:

1.

That a high priority be given to identify expanding existing ser-
vices of proven worth and effectiveness by increasing their financial
resource allocation and making their eligibility requirements
flexible enough to fill gaps in services which exist because

some individuals are just outside eligibility requirements.

That coordination at the local level be encouraged by:

a. allocation of sufficient resources to lighten the case-
loads of the local workers so that they have time to
perform coordination activities.

b. service delivery agencies uniformly specify and make a
part of the job descriptions of caseworker coordination
activities.

c. 1inservice training programs be developed which include
instruction on how to perform coordination activities.

d. employ evaluations for merit raises, based, in part, upon
performance of coordination activities.

Since a special report from the Texas Commission on Services

to Children and Youth committee on health, nutrition and
screening will contain a detailed treatment of this subject,

we will do no more here than to make a clear priority state-
ment. Because the long-term and devastating effects of
failure to meet these needs impacts upon individuals, families,
society and the economy, we must place these needs of children
and youth in the highest priority category of all State needs.

The apparent desire to expand the role of the public school
system leads us to believe that a study should be undertaken
to determine the current role and objectives of the local
school system in Texas; if the role and objectives should

be changed or expanded; and if so, how?

There appears to be a great need for parenting education.
The apparent lack of effectiveness of alcohol education and
drug abuse education in the public school curriculum leads
us to believe that alternative means of implementing a par-
enting education program must be found. There is a need
for one agency to be mandated and funded to plan, prepare
and implement a parenting education program which has the
following characteristics:

a. modular curriculum suitable for individualized, self-
paced instruction or individual home study.

b. alternative curriculum modules utilizing modern tech-
nology (i.e. audio-tapes, slides, movies, video tape,
programmed texts) and aimed to cover all levels with
respect to reading level and language.

c¢. instructor's guides which would make it possible for
local groups, public health nurses, extension agents
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and others to initiate their own programs at the local
level.

d. that the program be made available through continuing
education, adult education, public health, county agent
and extension programs.

That the priority levels identified through the forums be
used as a guide by the Legislative Budget Board and the
Legislature in evaluating proposed programs and in setting
priorities for the allocation of the State's financial
resources.

That needs assessments of agencies be examined to determine
that they have measured and taken into account during program
planning the local and regional differences in needs.

Because of the current efforts already underway in the
Governor's Office (0IS) to create a catalogue of available
social health and rehabilitative services, this Office

is in a strategic position to help implement a public
education program about available services for children
and youth. We recognize that some agency must be mandated
and funded to plan and implement (utilizing the work and
expertise of the Office of Information Services) such

a public education program.

The TCSCY agrees with the forum participants' expressed
desire for the public schools to move toward individualized
instruction. We feel that the technology currently exists
(i.e. television, audio tapes, video tapes, holography,
computers, etc.) to design and implement a workable, indi-
visualized instructional system, which will optimize the
effectiveness of the human elements of the system (i.e.

the students and teachers). We feel that a system utilizing
contingency management techniques, audio visual technology,
computer aided instruction, computer managed instruction
under teacher-student control is the most effective way to
meet the individual needs of each student and provide
alternative pathways through the curriculum and maturation
process. Such a system should be designed so that grouping
and labeling are no longer needed or used. Special needs,
including those of the handicapped, the gifted, bilingual
education, and youth requiring vocatioral training should be
met on an individual basis. The need for physically different
alternative schools and resulting defacto labeling and separation
would be eliminated. The technology exists; the commitment of
financial resources does not. We recommend that the Texas
FEducation Agency be sufficiently funded and mandated to
continue its efforts to develop an individualized system of
instruction, and begin to pilot test and evaluate components
of the system as they are developed.
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APPENDI X A

GENERAL NEEDS
Need Rank

a general need to expand existing services and fill 1
existing gaps, largely community-based service
facilities, residential care centers, health care,
nutritional supplements, recreational facilities

and employment opportunities (for children under 16)

a need to coordinate the efforts of the different 2
agencies particularly at the local level

a need for preventive and early identification 2
programs for health, learning and behavioral pro-
blems

a need to educate the public about services for 3
children and youth to both inform the public and
influence attitudes

a need for more foster homes, half-way houses and 4
other temporary or transitional residential
facilities

a need for parenting education 4

a need to extend the financial effort of the state 5
to provide necessary services

a need to treat the total family in cases of 6
disabilities and/or behavioral problems of

children

a need for every child to have the opportunity 7

for free public education in a pattern that
meets his needs

the public schools should be a focal point for 8
a coordination function to serve families and
service agencies

a need to compile and distribute to all persons 8
dealing with young children, an index of avail-
able services at the local level

there is a need for alternative schools and/or 9
courses of study

there is a need for sex education, family 9
planning and genetic counseling programs

a need for priority setting in spending 9
public funds

a need for teacher training to include diag- 9
nostic skills for physical and emotional
problems

49

Frequency
Index

100

50

50

48

38

38

37

31

28

26

26

25

25

25

25
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(continued)
Frequency
Need Rank Index

16. a need to extend the same level of services to 10 23
rural citizens as to urban and suburban citizens

17. a need to decentralize and decrease distance 10 23
between actual and institutional homes

18. a need for communication between agencies, 10 23
particularly at the local level

19. a need for public education programs aimed at 11 22
prevention of children and youth problems

20. a need for additional attention to treating 12 19
and preventing problems leading to troubled,
disturbed and neglectea children and youth

21. a need for group or umbrella services based on 13 18
consumer need

22. a need for study and research of the "drop- 13 18
out' problem

23. a need for career education 14 16

24. a need for child advocacy 14 16

25. a need to supply the basics of health care 15 15
and nutrition

26. a need for service to youth between 12 and 16 15 15
where there appears to be a large gap in
services

27. a need to examine the minimum standards for 15 15
child care facilities and personnel

28. a need to expand technical and vocational 15 15
education programs while stressing career
education

29. a need to form professional-consumer teams 16 13
at the local level to determine needed
services

30. a need to utilize out-of-home care as a 17 12
preventive service

31. a need for after school involvement (super- 18 10

vision) of school children
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(continued)
Need Rank Frequency
Index
32. a need to provide more treatment and rehabili- 19 9
tation for children and youth with drug abuse
problems
33. a need for a bilingual education program for 19 9

all studeats initiated in a manner similar to
kindergarten education

34. a need for a system of accountability for 19 g
agencies
35. a need for a statewide plan for coordinating 19 9

services to voung children and their families

36. a need for day care facilities for children 20 7
available to all mothers who want it

37. a need for increased effort in identifying 20 7
and enriching programs for the gifted

38. a need for continued and extended support for 20 7
special education programs

39. a need to develop a team approach by agencies 20 7
to facilitate local coordination

40. a need to prevent mistreatment of children 20 7
and youth while institutionalized

41. a need to decrease caseloads of caseworkers 21 6

42. a need to expand child development aid 21 6
training programs

43. a need to prevent the isolation of 21 6
exceptional and troubled children from
normal children in schools and society

44, a need to develop other approaches in addition 21 6
to the medical model (treatment aimed at the
"sick" child) for helping disturbed, troubled
and/or delinquent children

45, a need to refine and broaden legislation 21 6
for legal protection of children

46. a need for transportation to service centers 22 4
for rural residents

47. a need for additional day care facilities for 22 4
handicapped children



(continued)

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

63.

Need

a need to prevent psychological problems
evolving from an institution serving as a
"home'" for children and vouth

a need to eliminate impediments to hiring
youth between the ages of 16 and 18

a need for work level staff to be involved
in agreements between agencies

a need for standardization of eldigibility from

agency to agency

a need to eliminate duplication of efforts
and services

a need to specify rights and safeguards for
individuals in computer data banks

a need for a bilingual staff to meet the
needs of non-English speaking consumers

a need to protect the right of welfare
mothers not to work rather than accept
substitute child care

a need to avoid counseling students from
minority groups into low status vocational
or academic programs

a need to increase enforcement of
immunization laws and extend them to
pre-school age groups

a need to increase efforts to children of
transient families

a need to establish a program for the very
voung emotionally disturbed

a need for fiscal accountability in the
delivery of services

a need to stop funding of new or extended
services unless coordination is planned
and demonstrated

a need to lessen penalties for certain drug
violations

a need for greater drug education

Rank

22

22

22

22

22

22

23

23

23

24

24

24

24

24

24

24

Frequency
Index

4
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FREQUENCY OF OCCURRENCE BY FORUM

El
Christi Paso

Corpus

San

Austin Antonio

Abilene

Arlington Houston Amarillo Longview

Need

14

13

10
11

12
13
14
15
16
17

18
19
20
21

22

23

24
25

26
27

28
29
30
31
32

33

34
35

36
37

38
39

40

41

42

43

44
45

46

47

48
49
50
51

52

(continued)
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(continued)

San Corpus El
Need Arlington Houston Amarilleo Longview Austin Antonico Christi Paso Abilene

53

54
55

56

57

58

i

59

60

61

62
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Texas Commission on Services to Children and Youth

PARTICIPANT QUESTIONNAIRE

As you know, this forum is conducted for the purpose of
identifving problems and seeking suggested solutions to these
problems. Based upon the information gathered at this and
other forums, the Texas Commission on Services to Children
and Youth will make reco mendations for legislation to our
Governor and state Legislature.

When these recommendations are made, it will be important

that we be able to describte the cross section of people who
participated in these forums. To help us in this description,
we ask that vou complete the following questionnaire. Please
do not sign or give vour name; we wish that the data be com-
pletely anonymous.

At the end of the questionnaire, there is space for vou to

write any comments or recommendations vou have. We ask that
you hold vour questionnaires until the end of the forum, and
at this time, complete the last portion of the questionnaire.
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PARTICIPANT QUESTIONNAIRE

Check the appropriate response to fill in the blank.

Employed Yes No
Occupation

Female Male
Salary $0 to $2,000

82,001 to $4,000
84,001 to $6,000
___$6,001 to $8,000
__$8,001 to $10,000
~__above $10,000

Ethnic Background
___American Indian

Black
_ spanish Surname

___Anglo
___other (specify)

Location of Home
Innercity or town
:::ﬁuburb
___rural
Name of city or town

Name of closest city or town

Emplover

___ State

__ Federal
County

__City

____Public School System

___Private

___Other  (specify)

Comments or Recommendations:




TO THE READER:

If you wish to receive any of the Commission's other reports,
please check:

Health, Nutrition and Screening

Status Report on the Recommendations of the
1970 Governor's Conference on Children and Youth

The Texas Commission on Services to Children
and Youth Annual Report

If you have checked any of the above reports, return this
coupon to the Commission Office at this address:

Texas Commission on Services to Children and Youth
P. 0. Box 13166

Capitol Station

Austin, Texas 78711

Name :

Street:

City or Town: State

Zip Code:



