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 n August 2007, Paul Cascarano—a  
 pioneer in translating criminal justice  
 research into practice—died. He was  
76 years old. Here are just some accom-
plishments of his 30-year career at the 
National Institute of Justice (NIJ), which  
culminated in his position as assistant  
director of the agency. 

In 1968, when Paul Cascarano jo�ned  
the Nat�onal Inst�tute of Law Enforcement 
and Cr�m�nal Just�ce—predecessor to  
NIJ—he became part of a small team  
that launched one of the Nat�on’s f�rst  
programs of cr�m�nal just�ce research. 

Cascarano spearheaded NIJ’s early work �n 
�dent�fy�ng model cr�m�nal just�ce programs, 
document�ng them �n easy-to-read manuals 
that were w�dely d�ssem�nated, and prov�d-
�ng tra�n�ng to pol�cymakers, local off�c�als, 
and managers. One d�ssem�nat�on method 
he used was the reg�onal tra�n�ng workshop: 
�n 1976, for example, Cascarano—draw�ng 

on NIJ research about the d�ff�cult�es often  
exper�enced by rape v�ct�ms after report- 
�ng cr�mes—helped develop tra�n�ng for 
pol�ce, prosecutors, emergency room doc-
tors, and c�t�zens’ groups. These sess�ons 
often represented the f�rst t�me that such 
d�verse groups of profess�onals sat down  
at the same table.

He also spearheaded the effort to make  
the Nat�onal Cr�m�nal Just�ce Reference 
Serv�ce (NCJRS) the prem�er �nformat�on 
clear�nghouse �t has become. When he 
assumed respons�b�l�ty for NCJRS, �ts  
database �ncluded 7,000 documents.  
Today, the collect�on �ncludes more than 
190,000 publ�cat�ons, reports, art�cles,  
and aud�ov�sual products from around  
the Un�ted States and the world. 

“The Inst�tute owes Paul a great debt,”  
sa�d Gerald Caplan, d�rector of NIJ from  
1973 to 1977. “He was creat�ve and  
fars�ghted, and h�s work as head  
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of [what was then] the Technology Transfer 
D�v�s�on resulted �n the successful �mple-
mentat�on and market�ng of Inst�tute 
research and demonstrat�on programs 
throughout the Nat�on.”

Bel�ev�ng that NIJ should offer cr�m�nal 
just�ce profess�onals the k�nd of annual 
research rev�ew that many other f�elds  
use, Cascarano comm�ss�oned Norval  
Morr�s and M�chael Tonry �n 1977 to create 
Crime and Justice: An Annual Review of 
Research. Over the years, NIJ supported 
25 volumes �n the ser�es, wh�ch qu�ckly 
became—and rema�ns today—one of the 
most frequently c�ted journals �n the cr�m�nal 
just�ce commun�ty.

Beyond h�s efforts to max�m�ze NIJ’s  
d�ssem�nat�on of best pract�ces through  
publ�cat�ons l�ke Research in Briefs and  
the NIJ Journal, Cascarano used �nnovat�ve 
ways to reach w�der aud�ences. “Paul’s  
creat�v�ty played a cr�t�cal role �n NIJ’s growth 
and development,” sa�d Laur�e Rob�nson, 
former Ass�stant Attorney General for the 
Off�ce of Just�ce Programs. “He made a 
large contr�but�on.”

Under h�s leadersh�p, Crime File—a ser�es  
of 32 v�deotaped d�scuss�ons on cr�me  
control among frontl�ne profess�onals and 
scholars, moderated by James Q. W�lson—
was broadcast on publ�c telev�s�on stat�ons. 
Between 1985 and 1994, 54,000 of these 
v�deos were d�str�buted and v�ewed �n 
scores of classrooms and other lecture  
and d�scuss�on sess�ons. 

Dur�ng th�s per�od, drug problems were 
escalat�ng �n the Nat�on’s c�t�es. An NIJ- 
supported p�lot project �n the Pretr�al  
Serv�ces Agency �n Wash�ngton, D.C.,  
used ur�nalys�s for drug test�ng arrestees  
to g�ve judges �mportant �nformat�on �n  
the�r dec�s�ons regard�ng pretr�al release  
and cond�t�ons to �mpose �f an arrestee  
were released pend�ng tr�al. Cascarano 
explored the expans�on of th�s project,  
work�ng w�th researchers to develop the 
Drug Use Forecast�ng program. By the 
1990s, th�s became the Arrestee Drug 
Abuse Mon�tor�ng program, wh�ch was  
carr�ed out �n 40 U.S. commun�t�es.

W�th the 1994 Cr�me Act came an �ncreased 
focus on combat�ng v�olent cr�me. Cascarano 
was �nvolved �n evaluat�ng new approaches 
�n commun�ty pol�c�ng, drug courts, and  
correct�ons. At the same t�me, NIJ cont�nued 
�ts push for new technolog�es to d�ssem�-
nate cr�m�nal just�ce �nnovat�ons. One such 
�n�t�at�ve that benef�ted from Cascarano’s 
leadersh�p was the Partnersh�p Aga�nst 
V�olence Network (PAVNET), an onl�ne  
consort�um through wh�ch Federal agenc�es 
could share the�r research f�nd�ngs. PAVNET 
earned NIJ an award from the Nat�onal 
Partnersh�p for Re�nvent�ng Government 
(see photograph on p. 30).

Cascarano’s death prompted tr�butes  
from many former NIJ colleagues, �nclud�ng 
Jeremy Trav�s, d�rector of the Inst�tute from 
1994 to 2000. Trav�s descr�bed Cascarano 
as “a v�s�onary who bel�eved deeply �n the 
value of research as a tool to help pract�t�o-
ners deal w�th real problems . . . . He left an 
�mpress�ve legacy.”
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“The Institute owes Paul a great debt.  
He was creative and farsighted, and his  
work as head of [what was then] the Technology 
Transfer Division resulted in the successful  
implementation and marketing of Institute  
research and demonstration programs  
throughout the Nation.”

–Gerald Caplan
NIJ Director, 1973–1977
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