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A Tale of Two

Countries:

nternational

Fraud-Detection

Homicide

By: Frank S. Perri
and Terrance G. Lichtenwald

n contrasting the American murders

with the former Soviet Republic mur-

ders, a strong inference can be made

from the facts that these foreign mur-
ders were committed solely on a contract
basis, also known as murder-for-hire. The
former Soviet Republic murderers had the
markings of skilled professionals who were
capable of avoiding detection by developing
and executing a quality murder plan with
surgical precision. It is not a coincidence
that such murders go unsolved.

In contrast, the American murders had
the traits of incompetence and carelessness
in terms of when red-collar criminals per-
formed the murders themselves and when
the criminals attempted to remove themselves
from the killing by hiring someone to do the
killing. Although the method of killing the
victim differs when comparing the American
murders to the former Soviet Republic mur-
ders, all had fraud detection as the motive to
kill (Perri & Lichtenwald, 2007). However,
what is interesting to examine is what ac-
counts for the behavioral distinctions be-
tween these groups of red-collar criminals.

We will first examine American cases to
see if there is a behavioral pattern that devel-
ops supporting the authors’ position that the
red collar criminals’ psychopathic tendencies
actually inhibit their ability to successfully
carry out a homicide without being caught
and prosecuted. Fortunately, red-collar crimi-
nals’ psychopathic traits contribute to their
inability to successfully transfer their white
collar-crime skill set into competent violent
criminals (Perri & Lichtenwald, 2007).
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However, it is important to understand that
their incompetence is not the result of being
mentally ill in the sense that they experience
delusions, hallucinations, or intense distress
that characterizes most other mental disor-
ders. They are rational and aware of what
they are doing and why. Yet, because of their
psychopathic natures, red-collar criminals have
behavioral deficiencies (i.e., grandiosity and
egocentricity) hindering their ability to fore-
see the consequences of their behavior.

‘We can observe from the homicide case
facts how narcissistic immunity is illustrated
at a crime scene by the amount of evidence
that is left behind that points to the red-collar
criminal as the primary suspect and also by
the statements they make that are incriminat-
ing. Their egocentric nature and poor behav-
ioral controls, coupled with poor planning
abilities, produce an overconfident percep-
tion of their ability to avoid detection by not
bothering to conceal incriminating evidence
(Perri & Lichtenwald, 2007). Keep in mind

that the evidence that is left behind is not just
the physical evidence that is tangible to our

senses, but also includes incriminating evi-
dence of fraud that pre-dated the murder. As
we shall discuss later in the article, it may be
imperative to include forensic accountants as
members of a homicide investigation team.

AMERICAN RED-COLLAR
CRIME CASES
The Edward Leak Case

The case of Edward Leak involves a police
officer committing white-collar crimes that
turned violent. Leak was a Chicago officer
who worked part time in the family funeral
home business, where he was known to have
fraudulently embezzled more than $400,000
(Main, 2005). It was thought that the vic-
tim, Fred Hamilton, who worked at the busi-
ness, was a co-conspirator with Leak. After
the discovery of the fraud by the accountant,
Hamilton was terminated. The company
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apparently pursued fraud charges against
Hamilton, but not Leak. In order to buy
Hamilton’s silence, Leak showered Hamilton
with five luxury vehicles, along with jewelry
and furs for Hamilton’s girlfriend (Main).

Hamilton, however, anonymously called
the police disclosing Leak’s fraud. The police
eventually discovered that it was Hamilton
who made the call, and when Leak found
out about the disclosure, he began to threat-
en Hamilton’s life. Leak hired two hit men,
Alfred Marley and John Brown, to silence
Hamilton. Eleven days before the murder,
Leak used his police computer to run the li-
cense plate of Hamilton’s Jeep. Over a span of
5 weeks before the murder, Leak had spoken
to Brown about 600 times on his cell phone.
Initially, Leak denied knowing Brown until
he was confronted with the phone records
that showed that he had called Brown on nu-
merous occasions. In fact, cell phone tower
records show that Leak’s phone was in use
near the shooting (Ahmed, 2007).

(800) 423-9737

Before killing Hamilton, Brown and
Marley went to Hamilton’s home and punc-
tured the tires of his Jeep so that he could not
drive away. After the tow truck arrived, John
Brown chased Hamilton around the Jeep
wearing a ski mask and shot him. Marley
then approached Hamilton as he lay on the
ground, and while standing over him, he fired
two more bullets. Hamilton had been shot
nine times. The two killers were apprehend-
ed, as well as the weapon and ski mask. The
cell phone that the killers used to coordinate
the murder with Leak was also recovered.

Marley pleaded guilty to the murder in
exchange for a reduced sentence coupled
with testifying against the other defendants.
Interestingly, Brown and Matley were not
paid up front for the killing. In fact, they
were not paid at all. It was unclear how much
Marley was promised, but Brown was to re-
ceive $1,500 when the job was completed
(Ataiyero, 2007). The prosecution indicated
that Leak’s motive for the killing was to pre-

vent the disclosure of the fraud that was perpe-
trated on the family business (Parker, 2007).

The Fredric Tokars Case

Fredric Tokars, a former Atlanta prosecutor
and prominent criminal defense attorney,
was found guilty of murdering his wife in a
murder-for-hire scheme in April 1994. In the
process of going through her husband’s office,
she discovered documents that indicated that
he was involved in money laundering and tax
evasion activities. In fact, Tokars had a booklet
that detailed plans for money laundering drug
money together with tax evasion advice.

After detecting that his wife, Sara, was rifling
through his business affairs, he told a woman
with whom he was having an affair that Sara
“knows too much. ... I'm going to have to
have her taken care of” (McDonald, 1998).
In fact one of the prosecutors had stated that
Sara could have destroyed Fredric because of
the fraud she had discovered. Sara, he went
on to state, posed a threat to him and would
have made a valuable witness for the govern-
ment. As the prosecutor later stated, “Sara was
a ticking time bomb” (McDonald).

The issue for Sara was that she did not
fully comprehend what she had found. She
did not realize that the information that she
had uncovered could make her husband not
merely a suspect, but a defendant in a fed-
eral grand jury investigation involving nar-
cotics trafficking and fraud offenses. Once
Fredric learned that Sara knew of his fraud-
ulent business activities, in 1992, Fredric
contacted one his criminal associates, Eddie
Lawrence, and contracted to have his wife
killed for $25,000. Lawrence, however, did
not have the nerve to kill Sara, so Fredric in
turn hired a street thug, Curtis Rower, to do
the killing for $5,000. Lawrence did mention
to Fredric that his two boys would be without
a mother and Fredric’s response was, “They’ll
be all right. ... They’re young, they’ll get over
it” (McDonald, 1998).

After coming home from a Thanksgiving
vacation in Florida, Sara was confronted by
Rower, who was armed with a sawed-off shot-
gun. The two boys were in the back seat of
the car. Rower put the barrel of the shotgun
about a foot away from Sara’s head and pulled
the trigger. Afterwards Rower bragged to
people in his neighborhood of the kill. What
Fredric did not know was that, although Sara
was dead, she had already taken documents
tying Fredric to fraud and had them safely
hidden in the event anything should happen
to her, so that the individuals who knew of
the documents could bring them to light.

Summer 2008 THE FORENSIC EXAMINER 73



The Michael Burnett Case

For more than 40 years, Michael Burnett was
a confidence man, stock swindler, and a sus-
pected murderer. At times he was the crimi-
nal, and at times he was an informant for the
authorities disclosing corrupt elected officials
and those who embezzled millions. In 1993,
he and a female bank teller, Ms. Vassell, were
co-conspirators in a bank fraud scheme.
After the authorities had detected the fraud
scheme, Vassell agreed to testify as a witness
against Burnett (Fried, 1996).

According to prosecutors, while imprisoned
in the Brooklyn House of Detention, Burnett
had planned a $100,000 murder scheme to
kill Vassell (Sexton, 1995). He used his at-
torney, Howard Krantz of Manhattan, as an
intermediary in organizing the contract kill-
ing (Sexton). On the evening of January 14,
1994, two of the recruits forced their way
into Vassell’s apartment and shot her as she
sat down to dinner with her family. In this
case, Burnett, Krantz, and the other two co-
conspirators were found guilty of murder.

Other forensic evidence that was collected
and used against these killers included shoe
print evidence, DNA, incriminating state-
ments made by the defendant(s) or other
witnesses, the murder weapon, fingerprints,
blood-splatter evidence, and eye-witness evi-
dence.

FORMER SOVIET REPUBLIC
RED-COLLAR CRIME CASES

The Kozlov Case
Although none of the former Soviet Republic
cases have held anyone responsible for the
murder, one case that has produced de-
fendants is the Andrei Kozlov case. Andrei
Kozlov was the Deputy Chairman of the
Russian Central Bank back in the early
2000s. He played a leading role in efforts to
stamp out white-collar crime, such as fraud
and money laundering in Russian Banks. As
he stated in the earlier part of this century in
regards to his duties of rooting out fraud, “I
am being observed very closely and very seri-
ously right now” (Chazan, 2006). Andrei was
not exaggerating or being paranoid. While
playing soccer in one of Moscow’s public ar-
eas with his colleagues, an unknown gunman
shot both Kozlov and his driver to death.
The murder is widely seen as connected to
Kozlov’s efforts to investigate and close down
banks involved in money laundering.

To date, Alexei Frenkel, the head of a pri-
vate bank in Moscow, has been charged with,
but not yet convicted for, the murder of
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Kozlov. Frenkel is accused of hiring gun-
men to kill Kozlov to silence his fraud de-
tection and prevention duties. As a govern-
ment official in charge of rooting out fraud
in the banking system, Kozlov ordered that
one of Frenkel’s banks be closed because of
the bank’s fraudulent behavior. Prosecutors
insist they have solved the murder case with
the arrest of Frenkel, the CEO of VIP-Bank,
which was shut down by Kozlov.

According to investigators at the general
prosecutor’s office, because Frenkel had no
contacts within criminal circles, the banker
asked an acquaintance, Liana Askerova, to
organize a hit on Kozlov. Askerova, who met
Frenkel when he patronized her restaurant, is
said to have mentioned her ties to prominent
underworld figures in Frenkel’s presence more
than once. Aiding Ms. Askerova in organizing
the murder of Kozlov was her business partner,
a Ukrainian businessman named Boris Shafray.
It was he who found, according to investiga-
tors, a middleman from the Ukraine named
Bogdan Pogorzhevsky, who is known among
the town’s criminal elements as Bonya.

Law enforcement officials think that
Askerova’s criminal “authorities” with whom
she was in contact turned out to be a far cry
from Godfather-style gangsters, and she failed
to secure the services of any professionals
for Frenkels job (Sergeev, 2007). After ne-
gotiations, it was decided that the killing of
Kozlov was worth only $10,000; half of that
sum went to Pogorzhevsky himself, while the
other half was used to buy two pistols and to
hire the killers, unregistered Ukrainian cab
drivers Alexei Polovinkin, Maxim Proglyad,
and Alexander Belokopytov (Sergeev).

Detectives believe that the stinginess of
the organizers and the killers’ unprofession-
alism played a large role in the quick un-
raveling of the case. The killers set out to
murder Andrei Kozlov in a car belonging
to Alexander Belokopytov, which they tried
to drive straight into the parking lot of the
Spartak sports complex where the Central
Bank deputy was playing soccer. Guards at
the gate refused to let the three men through,
and one of the guards wrote down the license
plate number of the suspicious vehicle.

One of the killers contacted the police vol-
untarily because they were being followed after
they demanded payment from the intermedi-
ary. All three suspects are cooperating with the
investigation. They have described their roles
in the crimes and explained how they prepared
to carry them out. The information they have
provided has been confirmed by forensics ex-
perts working at the sports complex. The sus-

pects admitted to working for hire and have
confessed to their parts in the killings.
Ultimately, Askerova gave herself away:
Upon learning of Mr. Shafray’s arrest, she be-
came nervous and began to look for a lawyer
for him, which brought her to the attention
of the police. She was put under surveillance
and her phone was tapped, and it became
clear to investigators that she was the last in-
termediary, the one who would lead police
to the person who had ordered the killing.
During questioning, Askerova was told that
her accomplice, Boris Shafray, had betrayed
her in a confession, a tactic that convinced
her to give up Alexei Frenkel to the police.

The Klebnikov Case

The victim, journalist Paul Klebnikov, was
known to expose fraud in government. At
the time of his death, he was thought to be
investigating a complex money laundering
fraud scheme involving Chechen reconstruc-
tion projects. The investigation appears to
reveal that Klebnikov had discovered that
the fraud reached deep into the centers of
power in the Kremlin, elements involving
organized crime, and also the former KGB,
which is now known as the FSB (Weiss,
2007). He was gunned down outside of his
apartment. As stated by Russian prosecutors
in the Klebnikov case, the killing was “care-
fully planned” (Yasman, 2004).

Two Chechens were put on trial, but they
were found not guilty. However, the prose-
cution has appealed the case, and it is set for
retrial. Interestingly, the Russian authorities
had stated that Paul’s death was ordered by
Khozh-Akhmed Nukhaev, a Chechen sep-
aratist leader and an organized crime boss
(Weiss, 2007). When journalist Don Bolles
was murdered for investigating and detect-
ing land fraud schemes in Arizona, his death
created what is known as the Arizona Project,
which carried on Bolles’ work and assisted in
investigating the murder. Unfortunately, the
Russian authorities resent having any private
pressure applied in the Klebnikov case.

Analysis of International Red-Collar
Criminal Behavioral Distinctions

The American cases are illustrative of true
psychopathic behavior that reinforces what
forensic psychologists observe and the narcis-
sistic immunity the criminals harbor. The de-
fendants could not understand how they were
being perceived by others by the statements
they made, incriminating physical evidence
left behind, and how their own behavior could
be used against him. There is a disconnect be-

www.acfei.com



tween their version of reality and what actu-
ally occurred. Psychopaths perceive themselves
to be highly intelligent, exceptional criminals
even though all they did was take advantage
of someone perceived as weak.

For example, we can see the overlap of psy-
chopathic and narcissistic tendencies in some
of the red-collar criminals. Initially Edward
Leak denied knowing the killers, but later he
recanted his statement when the police con-
fronted him with the hundreds of calls that
were made between him and the killers. In
the Scott Dyleski case, the police were able
to retrieve evidence of the defendant’s mur-
der plan, in addition to physical evidence
(Perri & Lichtenwald, 2007). We can see
how the incriminating statements red-collar
criminals make and the evidence they leave
behind exposes them as suspects. The other
American cases that were represented in the
Perri Red-Collar Matrix had this same be-
havioral overlap that exposed the red-collar
criminal’s intentions and incompetence (Perri
& Lichtenwald).

American red-collar criminals also use
the services of amateur contract killers to
silence the victim who detected their fraud
schemes and may be in a position to testify
against them in a court of law. Murder for
hire, also known as contract killing, appeals
to these criminals because of the belief that it
somehow offers an airtight alibi for the per-
son who takes out the contract at the time
of the killing. What is interesting about the
American murder-for-hire cases is that the in-
competence is not limited to the hit man but
to the red-collar criminals doing the hiring,
because they decide to hire cheap amateurs
instead of a professional hit men. We say “hit
man” because the great majority of contract
killers are men (Black et al., 2000).

Moreover, because psychopaths have an in-
tense need to control, they often hire some-
one they can micromanage instead of hiring
professionals and actually producing a buf-
fer between themselves and the murder. The
amount of money they pay for the contract
is small, but it may appear quite attractive to
people who are “down on their luck.” For ex-
ample, in the Edward Leak case, Brown was
promised $1,500. In the Tokars case, Curtis
Rower was promised $5,000. What is inter-
esting is that there was no upfront payment
to these amateurs including the killers in the
Michael Burnett case.

Furthermore, the American red-collar
criminals who contract-kill parallel the find-
ings of amateurs in general, by hiring the
wrong people who talk to too many people
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exposing their criminal acts (Black, 2000).
For example, in the Tokars case, the actual
killer bragged about his kill to acquaintances
who revealed the killer’s account of the kill-
ing to the police (McDonald, 1998). In the
Edward Leak case, one of the killers confessed
and later testified against Leak.

The anecdotal evidence suggests that the
red-collar criminals in the former Soviet
Republics are willing to leave the killing to
others so that there are enough buffers to
shield them from being accused of murder.
These red-collar criminals are motivated to
kill for the same reasons as the American kill-
ers, but the difference appears to rest in the
fact that professionals are more likely used to
kill in the former Soviet Republics and not
amateurs. In the Kozlov murder, it will be in-
teresting to observe whether the criminal jus-
tice system is willing to hold Alexei Frenkel
responsible for the murder, when he alleged-
ly attempted to establish buffers between the
murder and its traceability to him. It is not co-
incidental, in the authors” opinion, that some
of the same dynamics of amateurish contract
killings in the Kozlov case parallel the case
dynamics in the American contract killings.
This parallel would explain why the former
Soviet Republic law enforcement officers were
able to find and charge suspects they believed
were responsible for the murder.

The former Soviet Republic murderers also
go beyond silencing the victim who detected
their fraud. The murders were committed in
such a way as to send a message to other po-
tential victims who are in a position to detect
and reveal fraud. As stated, the Kozlov mur-
der was committed in public in front of the
victim’s peers who worked with him in inves-
tigating bank fraud. Except for the Adamson
and Dunlap cases, this trait is not evident in
the American murders, where the killers want
to silence the victim in a private setting.

Moreover, there was nothing in the review
of the facts of the American murders that in-
dicated that the killer wanted to send a mes-
sage to others. It appears that individuals are
targeted because of the red-collar criminals’
perception that their fraud has been detected
by a particular individual and the threat of
fraud disclosure by their victim is a possibility.
The red-collar criminal kills as a solution to
a perceived problem only if a perceived prob-
lem arises. The American red-collar criminal
does not kill indiscriminately for the sake of
killing or to send a message to anyone else.

Along with sending a message to others,
in some cases, the red-collar criminals from
the former Soviet Republic purposely left be-

hind key forensic evidence to make it clear
that the death was not an accident nor some
innocuous random act.

The Death of Enron

Executive Clifford Baxter

The fall of Enron probably stands out as
one of the quintessential cases of corporate
debauchery. Not only was the level of fraud
incomprehensible, but the level of devasta-
tion to workers, families, and investors was
immeasurable. To date, some of the defen-
dants have been found or pleaded guilty, such
as Jeffrey Skilling (CEO), Andrew Fastow
(CFO), and Kenneth Lay.

However, one of the unresolved aspects
of the Enron story is the mysterious death
of Cliff Baxter, a former top Enron execu-
tive. Baxter was probably one of the few top
executives at Enron who knew about the ac-
counting scandal and actually vocalized his
criticisms of Enron’s accounting methodol-
ogies. As corporate whistle-blower Sherron
Watkins commented about Baxter: “Cliff
Baxter complained mightily to [then-Enron
President and CEO Jeff] Skilling and all who
would listen about the inappropriateness of
our [accounting] transactions” (Chernoff,
2002).

Baxter was quoted as stating: “He’s [Fastow]
a goddamn master criminal” (McLean &
Elkind, 2003).

Baxter resigned from Enron after he re-
fused to take part in Enron’s shady financial
practices (Carreon, a, n.d.). So powerful was
Enron with its political connections that there
was belief in certain circles that Baxter was
murdered—the target of a carefully staged
hit aimed at silencing Baxter from disclosing
Enron’s fraud. There is even the belief that
the Sugar Land Police Department is under
suspicion due to the way Baxter’s death was
quickly labeled a suicide and the mismanage-
ment of the crime scene (Hopsicker, 2002).

Baxter agreed to testify before Congress
and provide documents in the Enron case
even though he was not a target in the inves-
tigation (CBS, 2002). Baxter expressed con-
cern about his personal safety, and a former
business associate of Baxter encouraged him
to get a body guard the day before Baxter’s
death (Irvine, 2002). In fact, the day be-
fore his death, his lawyer was negotiating
with a congressional committee as to what
Baxter could expect in return for his testimo-
ny about employees at Enron. Unfortunately,
on January 25, 2002, Baxter was found in
his car, shot dead, with a sleep aid known as
Ambien in his system. The police claim to
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have found a suicide note, but the contents
of the note were never disclosed until there
was a protest over its secrecy. Baxter allegedly
stated:

1 am sorry for this. I feel I just can’t go on. I

have always tried to do the right thing but

where there was once great pride now is gone.

1 love you and the children so much. I just

can’t be any good to you or myself. The pain

is overwhelming.
Please try to forgive me.
Cliff (McLean & Elkind, 2003)

Police were criticized for calling it a sui-
cide before an investigation in spite of the
fact that there was the strong motive for ho-
micide. Police did not know what caliber
of gun was involved, the make of the car, or
whether a bullet had been found, yet they
concluded foul play was not involved before
investigating. The Sugar Land Police spokes-
person, Patricia Whitty, did say, “Trust us.
We're really, really sure that he took his own
life” (Hopsicker, 2002). The judge oversee-
ing Baxter’s death would not order an autopsy
until there was public pressure to do so.

The authors agree with the other experts
who believe that the circumstantial evidence
points to murder as a possible cause of death.
It is highly probable that the death of Baxter
is a classic fraud-detection homicide with a
“professional hit” to silence Baxter before
he “divulged incriminating information to
a congressional committee investigating the
Enron scandal and in which he was due to
testify” (Carreon, b, n.d.). To support the
authors’ position, former homicide detec-
tive William Wagner stated, “Murder can be
made to look like a suicide ... someone who is
knowledgeable about forensics can very well
have the ability to stage a murder, commit a
murder and stage it to look as if it was a sui-
cide” (CBS, 2002).

The criticism from experts of how the
Baxter death was handled is not without jus-
tification. For example, the ammunition used
did not consist of bullets, but instead what
is known as “rat shot.” Rat shot consists of
small pellets used to kill rats, rodents, etc.
This kind of ammunition cannot easily or
readily be traced back to the gun in which it
was fired. It is extremely difficult, if not im-
possible, to make a comparison between the
markings left on “rat shot” and the gun that
it may have been fired from. Furthermore, if
the police did find rat shot in Baxter’s home,
they are unwilling to talk about it.

Moreover, the spread of the rat shot on
Baxter indicates that the gun would have
had to have been fired from a distance of
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about two feet from his head (Martin, n.d.).
The gun technician indicated that as a rule
of thumb, pellet shot fired from a .38 cali-
ber gun revolver is one inch of spread for one
foot of distance from the target. Why would
a person killing himself not put the barrel of
the gun against his head, as opposed to risk-
ing suicidal failure by holding the gun out
two feet from the head? Independent coroner
Cyril Wecht was interviewed by CBS, where
he stated the gun used is not “something that
a person is likely to have and use if they in-
tend to kill themselves” (CBS, 2002).

One of the interesting aspects of the case
that, although subtle, may have been over-
looked by those investigating a possible mo-
tive is the type of ammunition that Baxter
allegedly used to kill himself. “Rat shot”
may not only have something to do with
what killed Baxter but also why he was killed
with rat shot. Being called a “rat” in com-
mon street language refers to someone that
is snitching on someone else by disclosing
their illicit behavior.

The authors find it highly unusual that
an executive would have chosen this type of
ammunition to kill himself, when there were
other types of ammunition that would have
assured that the suicide would have been
successful. Furthermore, the police narrative
is vague, and there does not appear to be a
timeline of the events that took place through
the course of the investigation. Without a
timeline, it is difficult to understand how the
events unfolded. The authors were not able
to find any evidence that law enforcement
ever spoke to the higher echelon at Enron
concerning Baxter, or whether or not there
was any merit to Baxter’s belief that fraud oc-
curred at Enron.

The Crucial Role of Forensic
Investigators in Uncovering Motive
The authors recommend that forensic ac-
countants or fraud investigators be consid-
ered part of a homicide investigation team if
the evidence infers that fraud detection may
have been the motive for the murder. Many
of the murders reveal little in terms of mo-
tive until the evidence exposes an underly-
ing fraud scheme that pre-dated the murder.
However, in many cases, the uncovering of
a fraud scheme was not the result of an in-
tentional investigation, but of an inadvertent
discovery. Although other types of physical
evidence may assist in developing possible
suspects, these examiners may be in a unique
position to uncover a motive that the physi-
cal evidence does not reveal. Furthermore,

by uncovering fraudulent behavior that pre-
dated the murder, forensic examiners may be
able to narrow the potential field of suspects
that other evidence is not capable of doing.

This aspect may be particularly true if the
red-collar criminals’ narcissistic qualities do
not allow them to perceive that their fraud
might be discovered. However, an important
aspect of the case can be lost if fraud detec-
tion is not considered a risk factor because in-
vestigators are not aware of its implications to
a case. But it not just the fraud exposure that
the forensic examiner would capitalize on, it
is exposing the demeanor and pathological
lying of the suspect as he or she is placed in
a position of conflict with known fraud facts
when confronted during an interview (Perri
& Lichtenwald, 2007).

However, being a fraud investigator may
have its own set of risks, especially if one
is a fraud investigator in the former Soviet
Republic. On September 27, 2007, a top
Russian fraud investigator was shot dead, in
an apparent contract killing, as he walked
out of a restaurant in Moscow (AFT, 2007).
Nazim Kaziakhmedov was shot twice in the
chest and once in the head by an attacker
dressed in black and wearing a baseball cap.
Kaziakhmedov was working as a member of a
newly formed investigative committee of the
Russian prosecutor’s office on an important
fraud case involving an investment group.

Although motive is not a necessity to
prove murder, many cases that are based on
circumstantial evidence would benefit from
suggesting a motive so that the evidence of
the case is not perceived as sterile by a jury,
void of human influence. The link to the
fraud detection was crucial in establishing
a motive for the murder when the prosecu-
tion had weak direct evidence, but support-
ive circumstantial evidence of guilt. The case
facts reveal that it would behoove forensic
accountants and fraud examiners to consider
why the victims were in a unique position
to detect fraud and become a threat to the
criminal, which explains why they were the
homicide targets.

It is important to consider forensic ac-
countants and fraud examiners who are also
trained in interviewing white-collar crimi-
nals as members of the homicide investiga-
tion team. The savvy fraud examiner is able to
recognize when the answers a suspect gives in
an interview display implausibility or incred-
ibility. The examiner can also evaluate the sus-
pect’s demeanor during the interview. In this
way, fraud examiners with interviewing skills
can collect evidence that is intangible and also
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reveals the human quality of deceit.

The fact that a juror, for example, may not
totally understand the intricacies of the fraud
may not be as important as understanding
the human quality of fraud and the patho-
logical lying of a defendant. Evidence that
appears intangible becomes tangible for dif-
ferent reasons. Consider the devastating im-
pact a fraud examiner can make when he or
she reveals deceitful evidence that pre-dated
the murder. The prosecution may not have
even broached the specific facts of the mur-
der during a trial, and the suspect is left hav-
ing to explain away the deceit of his or her
fraud before even addressing the murder facts
themselves.

The work of a fraud examiner or forensic
accountant revealing the pathological lying of
a killer during an interview can be extreme-
ly important when the murder case itself is
purely circumstantial. Although circumstan-
tial evidence is as good as direct evidence
from a legal perspective, potential jurors who
are skeptical of circumstantial evidence may
not readily accept this evidence as enough to
find someone guilty.

For example, the public who followed
the Christopher Porco case, in which Porco
killed his father with an ax when his father
discovered his son’s fraud, participated in
debates as to whether Christopher was
guilty or not, because the case was pure-
ly circumstantial (Perri & Lichtenwald,
2008). Although the commentary below is
retrieved from blog cites that discussed the
Porco case, the authors’ believe that it does
illustrate the importance of having forensic
accountants and fraud examiners involved
in these types of murders so that these ex-
perts can help the prosecution reveal a mo-
tive and connect the evidentiary dots for
the benefit of a jury who may view direct
evidence as being more persuasive than cir-
cumstantial evidence.

We can observe that there are those who
are skeptical of circumstantial evidence and
who somehow believe that direct evidence
is also needed to support circumstantial evi-
dence, when in fact that is not the case. For
example, one commentator stated about the
Porco case, “circumstantial evidence should
not have been enough to send him to jail for
the rest of his life. ... [N]o matter how com-
pelling that evidence may have been, with-
out physical proof you cannot directly link
him to the murder. Circumstantial evidence
can be distorted and manipulated either way”
(Times Union, n.d.).

The leading author interprets the com-

(800) 423-9737

mentator’s use “physical proof” as be-
ing synonymous with “direct evidence.”
Somehow, without a confession or an eye
witness, which is considered direct evi-
dence, the circumstantial evidence was per-
ceived as less persuasive by this commen-
tator even though it was in fact powerful.
However the leading author believes that
coupled with deceitful behavior that pre-
dated the murder, accepting circumstantial
evidence for culpability purposes becomes
more digestible for skeptical jurors because
they understand the human behavioral as-
pects behind the homicide that may other-
wise not exist if fraud detection is not ad-
vanced as a motive for the homicide.

Conclusion

Although fraud detection homicide applies
to other countries besides the United States,
the case studies comparing the United
States and the former Soviet Republics
does produce evidence that the manner in
which the murder takes place is different.
Data derived from this study suggests that
the former Soviet Republic’s murders had
the markings of contract killings, while
the American murders had the markings
of both contract killings and non-contract
killings.

Furthermore, unlike the American murders,
the foreign murders appear to not just silence
the intended victim, but to send a message
to others who engage in fraud detection. It
would behoove investigators to include fo-
rensic accountants and fraud examiners as
part of a homicide investigation team if the
case facts reveal fraud detection as a motive
to kill. In this way, it will be possible to reveal
the pathological lying of the defendant.

Methods and Sources

Information came from fraud-related
murder documents posted on the World
Wide Web. The documents used in this
study are included in the reference section.
Only open source information is included
in this study.
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The Forensic Examiner is scouring the Internet
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reported on Forensics in the News:

How Not to Commit Cyber Crime:
Lessons from the Craigslist Bandits —
This article describes how computer foren-
sics techniques led to the quick capture of a

couple who posted a phony Craigslist adver-
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tisement inviting people to ransack a home
and take its contents. First thought to be a
prank, the incident is now being investigat-
ed as a way to cover up the alleged theft of
saddles from a barn on the property.
Laramie Coroner Wants Morgue Out
of Tire Shop — In Wyoming, the Laramie
County coroner is tired of taking family of the
deceased to a cooler inside of a quonset hut that
is shared by a tire shop. It’s a shocking example
of how states and communities have underfund-
ed and inadequate forensic science facilities.
Two Guns Used in RFK Assassination,
Experts Say—Nearly 40 years after Robert
E Kennedy was assassinated, two forensic
scientists say that two guns were used in the
assassination—and convicted gunman Sirhan
Sirhan could not have fired the fatal shot.
After a Nuclear 9/11 — In his chilling
column for the Washington Post, Jay Davis
reports that there have been 1,014 incidents
involving trafficking of nuclear bomb com-
ponents. If the unthinkable happens, and ter-
rorists detonate a nuclear device in a major

city, it will be up to nuclear forensics experts
to trace the origin of the terrorist bomb.

Forensic Project to Fight Terrorism—In
Australia, a massive new project is designed
to fast-track police access to massive amounts
of electronic evidence. The project will use
data mining to help counter-terrorism agen-
cies identify terrorism-related information in
massive amounts of data.

High-tech Forensic Mortuary Opens—
London has opened its first ever purpose-built
forensic mortuary, which will give police and
pathologists access to the latest technology to
aid homicide investigations. The mortuary
features a bio-hazard post-mortem room, an
equipment and evidence store, and a CCTV
viewing area with a live link to the post mor-
tem room so senior investigating officers can
watch forensic pathologists at work.
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