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Fiscal Year 2019 Report on the 
Paul Coverdell Forensic Science 
Improvement Grants Program

On April 5, 2019, NIJ released two solicitations seeking applications for funding under 
the Fiscal Year (FY) 2019 Paul Coverdell Forensic Science Improvement Grants Program. 
NIJ received 140 applications — 55 for formula funding and 85 for competitive funding. 
One application for formula funding was a duplicate of an earlier application. Twenty-four 
competitive applications were denied for various reasons, such as duplicate applications, 
failure to meet basic minimum requirements, or submission by an ineligible agency.

NIJ made 80 awards totaling $27,370,932; 54 states received formula awards, and eight 
states and 18 units of local government received competitive awards. Abstracts for each 
project as written by the awardees are available at https://nij.ojp.gov/funding/awards/
list?subtopic=19471&field_fiscal_year_value=2019#-1. 

The Coverdell Act requires that 85% of the total program funds be awarded to states 
through State Administering Agencies (SAAs). For the purposes of the Act, the District 
of Columbia and the five U.S. territories are considered to be states. Formula awards 
are based on the state’s population and are made to all eligible SAAs that apply. 
The Coverdell Act requires that the remaining 15% of program funds be awarded 
competitively. The competitive funds may be awarded to SAAs or dispersed directly to 
units of local government based on the merits of the respective applications. States and 
local governments that provide forensic science or medical examiner services may apply 
for the competitive funding.

Applications for competitive funding are reviewed by an independent panel made up of 
subject matter experts from the forensic science community. The panelists review and rate 
the applications individually based on evaluation criteria specified in the solicitation.

https://nij.ojp.gov/funding/awards/list?subtopic=19471&field_fiscal_year_value=2019#-1
https://nij.ojp.gov/funding/awards/list?subtopic=19471&field_fiscal_year_value=2019#-1
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To help meet the opioid-related challenges faced by the forensic science community, 
NIJ identified opioid-focused forensic science needs as a priority purpose (see 34 U.S.C. 
§ 10102(a)(6)) for FY 2018 under the Coverdell Program. In accordance with the 2019 
congressional explanatory statement accompanying the 2019 Department of Justice 
Appropriations Act, and per Senate Report 115-275 (page 102), NIJ requested that 
applicants identify items related to addressing the opioid crisis in their narratives and 
budgets. The precise sum that will be directed toward these efforts will depend upon need, 
as expressed in the aggregate dollar value of budget items designated for addressing the 
opioid crisis in successful applications.

Since its inception, the Coverdell Program has resulted in 1,438 grants to states and units of 
local government. In its administration of the Coverdell Program, NIJ monitors each award 
to ensure compliance with federal statutes, regulations, and policies, and to ensure that 
federal funds are used appropriately. This monitoring includes diligent review of Coverdell 
grantees’ budgets to ensure that they are in accord with the work promised in the grant 
application and are consistent with Coverdell Program statutory and policy requirements.

The project descriptions and the corresponding letters addressed to the President Pro 
Tempore and House Speaker constitute the mandated report requirement as outlined 
by Section 2806(b) of Title I of Public Law 90-351, the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe 
Streets Act of 1968.




Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		00-2019 Coverdell Report to Congress.pdf






		Report created by: 

		


		Organization: 

		





[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 0


		Passed manually: 2


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 0


		Passed: 30


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top


