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ABSTRACT

Pre-Incident Indicators of Terrorist Incidents:
The Identification of Behavioral, Geographic, and Temporal Patterns of
Preparatory Conduct

Findings from the American Terrorism Study (NIJ grant #1999-1JCX-0005 and
DHS/MIPT grant #106-113-2000-064) reveal that unlike traditional criminality, terrorists
are much less spontaneous, engage in substantial planning activities, and commit
ancillary and preparatory crimes in advance of a terrorist incident. Building on these
findings, the goals of the current project were to determine whether (1) sufficient open
source data exists to examine the temporal and spatial relationships that exist in terrorist
group planning, and (2) if such data do exist, can patterns of routinized preparatory
conduct be identified.

To accomplish these goals, subject matter experts were selected to identify
terrorist groups/incidents that operated or occurred within the United States from four
major categories: international; and three types of domestic terrorism -- left-wing, right-
wing, and single issue (which was limited to environmental and anti-abortion terrorism).
Sixty-seven “cases” were selected for analysis. Of these sixty seven, sixty of the cases
were sufficiently fertile to provide some data for analysis. These included 22 right-wing,
9 left-wing, 10 international, and 17 single issue cases. Information on some 200 terrorist
“incidents” (right-wing, 41; left-wing, 51; international, 58; and single issue, 50) was
extracted from open source data on these cases to create a relational database composed
of 265 variables. Geospatial data was recorded on some 515 terrorists’ residences,

planning locations, preparatory activities, and target locations.
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Due to the exploratory nature of this research, analyses focused upon the
1dentification of general temporal and spatial patterns of activity. On average, the
terrorist groups studied existed for some 1,205 days from the date of the first known
planning meeting to the date of the actual/planned terrorist incident.! This figure,
however, should not be taken as indicative of the average “lifespan” of terrorist groups.
Some of the groups studied, such as the United Freedom Front and Omega 7, operated for
several years, atypical for most terrorist groups. The planning process for specific acts
began, on average, approximately 2-3 months prior to the commission of the terrorist
incident. Planning and preparatory activities were intermingled during this period.
However, on average, a lull in activities occurred during the last three to four weeks prior
to the incident. Approximately two and one-half known planning and preparatory
behaviors were recorded per incident and these varied by type of terrorist group.

The spatial analysis revealed that terrorists typically live relatively close to the
incident target. Nearly one-half of the terrorists resided within 30 miles of the target
location. Similarly, approximately one-half of the terrorists engaged in their planning
and preparatory activities within this distance of their residences. Finally, a similar
percentage of preparatory behaviors took place within 30 miles of the eventual target of
the terrorist incident.

The implications for local law enforcement are extremely important. While
terrorists may think globally, they act locally. Both preventative efforts and post-incident
investigations should focus upon local events and persons as the primary source of

information about terrorist activities.

! Some incidents were “prevented.” If a planned date for carrying out the attack was known, it was
recorded as such.
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SUMMARY
PRE-INCIDENT INDICATORS OF TERRORIST INCIDENTS:
THE IDENTIFICATION OF BEHAVIORAL, GEOGRAPHIC, AND TEMPORAL PATTERNS OF
PREPARATORY CONDUCT

Traditional criminality 1s characterized by spontaneity, lack of planning, and
pecuniary or personal motives. In contrast, terrorism typically involves persons or
groups motivated by political or social goals, ideological justification, and considerable
forethought and planning. The notion that terrorists engage in a variety of non-terrorist
planning activities and criminal conduct prior to the commission of any terrorist act has
been noted in previous research (Smith, 1994; Smith and Damphousse 2003). These non-
terrorist acts include crimes related to the creation of false identities for group members,
thefts to procure funding for the group, thefts of weapons or explosive materials and,
frequently, crimes related to the maintenance of internal security. These behaviors
ultimately culminate in acts of terrorism. If routinized, these preparatory behaviors may

serve as pre-incident indicators that may assist law enforcement agencies in early

interdiction and prevention of terrorist incidents.

This research involved an examination of selected terrorist groups/incidents (and
preventions) in the United States during the period 1980-2002. The study focused upon
the planning processes and behaviors, both criminal and non-criminal, that terrorists
engaged in while preparing for terrorist incidents. These behaviors are referred to as

“antecedent conduct.”’ An examination of the antecedent conduct of terrorist group

! For the purposes of this research, “preparatory behaviors” are defined as the criminal and non-criminal
conduct by members of a terrorist group in preparation for a terrorist incident. “Antecedent offenses” are
defined as the totality of non-terrorist crimes committed by a terrorist group. Antecedent offenses may be
of two types: preparatory crimes — crimes committed to assist in the preparation of a terrorist incident; and
ancillary crimes — crimes committed for order maintenance, internal security or personal reasons.
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members places the subsequent terrorist incident in context, providing the potential to
identify patterns of conduct that might lead to intervention prior to the commission of
actual terrorist incidents. The analysis focuses upon the temporal and geographic

distribution of these behaviors.

Figure 1: Flow Chart of Terrorist Group Activity
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Terrorist group conduct was examined as occurring along a continuum involving four

major activities: (1) recruitment; (2) preliminary organization and planning; (3)
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preparatory conduct; and (4) terrorist acts. These general principles and examples of
each type of behavior are presented in Figure 1. Throughout the planning process of a
terrorism incident or act, meetings take place, phone calls are made, and crimes are
committed. These acts take place in locations such as the terrorists’ residence, that of a
relative or friend, a home base or safe house, or even surveillance of the intended target.

These behaviors occur in measurable dimensions of time and space.

METHOD

To accomplish these goals, subject matter experts were selected” to identify terrorist
groups/incidents that operated or occurred within the United States from four major
categories: international; and three types of domestic terrorism -- left-wing, right-wing,
and single issue (which was limited to environmental and anti-abortion terrorism).
Because court case data provides a robust record of dates and locations of supposed
criminal activity, an initial sample of approximately 45 cases were selected from the
American Terrorism Study, a database composed of information from federal indictments
resulting from FBI terrorism investigations from 1980-2004. These cases were
augmented by twenty or so additional cases identified by the subject matter experts as
important terrorism cases that mi ght render the type of information sought for the study.
Sixty-seven “cases” were eventually selected for analysis. Of these sixty-seven, sixty of
the cases were sufficiently fertile to provide some data for analysis. These included 22

right-wing, 9 left-wing, 10 international, and 17 single issue cases. These “case studies”

? Including Ron Amold (environmental extremism), Stephen Chermak (militias), Kelly Damphousse
(database management), Bill Dyson (left-wing, international groups and incidents), Mark Hamm (right-
wing terrorism), and Austin Turk (political violence theory).
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rendered information on some 200 terrorist “incidents” (right-wing, 41; left-wing, 51;

international, 58; and single issue, 50).

Information on these cases was extracted from several sources: (1) federal criminal
court case records (indictments, FBI affidavits, transcripts, etc.); (2) newspapers, books,
and print media; and (3) other open source data to include internet searches and other
publicly available documents. A relational database composed of 265 variables was
created that included geospatial data on some 515 terrorists’ residences, planning

locations, preparatory activities, and target locations.

TERRORISM IN TIME AND SPACE

Terrorists and terrorist groups operate within the constraints and boundaries of both
time and space. Since September 11, 2001, state and federal expenditures for terrorism
response have increased substantially. One criticism of current funding for
counterterrorism is that allocations seem to assume that terrorist incidents are random and
“can occur anywhere.” While it is true that they “can” occur anywhere, the probability of
their occurrence in specific locations varies widely (Davis et al., 2004). In many ways
both the indiscriminant and spontaneous nature of terrorism has been overemphasized.
Terrorist incidents do not materialize out of “thin air” -- they require time to plan, meet,
procure and prepare explosive devices, and travel time to and from the selected target.
These events are further constrained by the distances among the residences of the
terrorists, where they meet and plan, where they procure or manufacture their explosives,
and the distance to the target. In this project, both spatial and temporal issues were

examined regarding terrorist group planning and execution.
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THE TERRORISTS’ TIMEPIECE

How long do terrorist groups typically plan their activities? How much time typically
elapses between various phases of terrorist group planning and the eventual commission
of terrorist acts? Does this vary by type of terrorist group? Does planning initially begin
slowly and then culminate in a frenzy of hurried activity immediately prior to
commission of the terrorist act? None of these rudimentary questions have ever been
addressed. No empirical literature regarding the length of the terrorists’ planning process
could be located -- and for good reason. Despite prosecutors’ efforts to identify these
events in federal indictments, particularly those involving multiple conspirators, temporal
data about the terrorists’ planning sequence were extremely difficult to identify and
verify. However, temporal data were recorded for 191 behaviors and incidents. Those

findings are presented in Figure 2 below.

Figure 2: Temporal patterns of terrorist group activities
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Despite a lack of information regarding recruitment, sufficient temporal data existed
to identify basic patterns of preparatory conduct. On average, the terrorist cells held their
first planning meetings slightly over 3 months from the time they committed the terrorist
incidents studied. This is generally consistent with Rapoport’s (1992) notion that
terrorist groups have a life expectancy of less than one year. The lifespan of these “cells”

ranged from a few weeks to more than three years.

The 1nitial “planning phase” appears to last, on average from between twelve days to
approximately two months. It is during this period that law enforcement agencies would
have the greatest probability of successful intervention. Planning and preparatory
activities cannot be temporally separated. Meetings, preparation, training, and
procurement of materials for terrorist incidents are not sequenced independent of each
other. Substantial variation among types of terrorist groups (e.g. single-issue,
international, etc.) regarding this issue was apparent. However, the limited amount of
temporal data available from these case studies precludes further specification than the

overall pattern of conduct.

The onset of preparatory behavior typically began about three to four months prior to
the planned terrorist incident. Preparatory conduct may include criminal, as well as
noncriminal activity. The most common preparatory behaviors included meetings, phone
calls, the purchase of supplies and materials, and banking activities, which included

everything from bank robbery to fund the planned incident to legitimate withdrawals.

Terrorist groups engaged in an average of 2.3 known behaviors per incident. Further

examination, however, revealed that one-fourth (115 of 453; 25.3%) of the these
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activities were “ancillary” — predominately criminal conduct associated with the terrorist
group that could have been used as a “pre-incident indicator,” but which was not directly
related to the planning of the eventual terrorist incident. Of the 453 behaviors recorded,
nearly one-third (145 of 453; 32.1%) involved a criminal offense. The most common of
these crimes was involving acquiring, manufacturing, or testing bombs (24 of 145;
16.6%). Conspiracies do not frequently become known to law enforcement agencies until
after the completion of the act or other arrests are made. Consequently, non-overt acts of
conspiracies, such as meetings and phone calls, may not come to the attention of local
law enforcement agencies. However, three-fourths of these crimes involved “observable”
offenses which might lead the police to suspicion more sinister activities. Robbery (21 of
145; 14.4%), and murder (9 of 145; 6.1%), and training (9 of 145; 6.1%) constituted the

remaining most common preparatory and ancillary offenses committed.

Once preparations for the terrorist act have been completed, the overall analysis
suggests a lull between final acts of preparation and commission of the terrorist act. On
average, the terrorist incident occurred or was scheduled to occur between three and six
weeks following the final known act in preparation. In fact, this average time would have
been much shorter except for the existence of a few outliers where preparatory behaviors
near the time of the incident were not known. Among cases where preparatory acts were
measured, nearly two-thirds (65.2%) of the terrorist incidents involved a preparatory act
on the day of the incident and another nine percent of the groups committed their last

preparatory act the day prior to the incident.
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While generalizations based these data are risky due to low representativeness and
small sample size, the overall pattern appears to be that the planning process is relatively
short- three to four months prior to the commission of an incident. Planning and
preparation occur concurrently during this period and seems to be characterized by
surveillance and meetings. Known preparatory behaviors conclude three to six weeks

prior to the incident, followed by a lull in activity prior to the date of the incident.

TERRORISTS “THINK GLOBALLY, ACT LOCALLY”

Because of incidents like the September 11, 2001 attacks, there is a tendency to
think of terrorists as operating from afar and selecting targets great distances from where
the terrorists reside or have been indoctrinated. While this may be true to some extent
regarding the September 11 attackers, most terrorism occurring on American soil has
been conducted by persons who have resided here in the United States for some time.
Although terrorist groups have a “world view” or ideology that encompasses more than
their local communities, results from this project suggest strongly that, in general,
terrorists targeted facilities or persons relatively close to their places of residence. While
we cannot determine the causal sequence from the data -- whether the terrorists selected
the target and then moved their residence to be near the target or whether they lived near
the target and then selected it because of its proximity, most terrorists resided for at least

a short time within thirty to fifty miles of the eventual target.
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Figure 3. Linear Distance Analysis of Terrorists’ Residences to Terrorist Incidents

N

Table 1. Statistics for residence-to-incident rose diagram using all terrorist
incidents

n =426 46% are 0 - 30 miles 47% are 0 - 38 miles
Minimum: 0 miles 8% are 31- 90 miles 7% are 46 - 103 miles
Maximum: 2,570 miles | 9% are 91 - 270 miles 13% are 114 - 410 miles
Mean: 394 miles 9% are 271 - 810 miles 6% are 440 - 985 miles
Std. dev: 514 28% are 811-2570 miles | 27% are 1077 - 2570 miles
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Figure 3 shows the overall distribution of the terrorists’ residences and their target

Table 2. Natural breaks statistics for residence-to-incident rose diagram by

University of Arkansas

locations. Due to the large number of targets within 30 miles, coupled with targets in
excess of 1,000 miles of their residences, the data is presented using a logarithmic scale.
The overall resident-to-target pattern 1s bimodal. Terrorists either lived very close to the
target or very far from it. Three-fourths of the terrorists either resided within thirty miles
of the target or in excess of 800 miles. This pattern was apparent among all the group
types except left-wing terrorists. It was most prominent among international terrorists
(see Table 2), where nearly 90% of the residence-to-incident measurements were either
within 30 miles or more than 811 miles. In contrast, right-wing terrorists tended to live
farther from their targets. Most live in rural areas, while targeting the “pollutants of

urban life” by bombing gay bars, porn shops, and abortion clinics in nearby cities.

terrorist ideology

50% are 0-18 miles

43% are 1.26 — 28 miles

3% are 78-114 miles

15% are 46 - 82 miles

7% are 192-289 miles

16% are 144 - 447 miles

39% are 924-1098 miles

52% are 0-15 miles

25% are 732 - 2570 miles

32% are 0-38 miles

18% are 44-130 miles

20% are 51-103 miles

24% are 211-309 miles

17% are 233-394 miles

6% are 1656-2134 miles

10% are 457-481 miles

21% are 712-877 miles
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If preparatory behaviors can serve as pre-incident indicators to local law
enforcement agencies, it is important to know the relationship between where these acts
occur and the location of the residence of the terrorist and the target location. Once
again, approximately one-half of the terrorists live within a thirty mile radius of where
they commit their planning activities (figure and statistics not shown). The same pattern
persists when examining the relationship between the location of preparatory behaviors

and the target location (see Figure 4 and Table 3).

Figure 4. Linear Distance Analysis of Terrorists Incident-to-Preparatory Acts
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Table 3. Logarithmic statistics for incident-to-preparatory acts rose diagram using
all terrorist incidents

n=134 61% are 0- 29 miles
Minimum: O miles 10% are 30-89 miles
Maximum: 1093 miles 12% are 90-269 miles
Mean: 129 miles 13% are 270-809 miles
Std.dev: 239 4% are 810-2356 miles

Over 60% of the preparatory behaviors measured occurred within this same 30
mile radius of the target. This pattern was most apparent among international and single-
issue terrorists (Table 4), where 76% of the preparatory acts of international terrorists
occurred within 28 miles. The reasons these offenders do not venture far from their
residences may be related to new immigration status, lack of transportation, lack of
knowledge of the urban landscape, an attempt to minimize attention or a variety of other
reasons. Among single issue terrorists, 71% occurred within 12 miles and 92% of the
preparatory acts occurred within 28 miles of the target. This is probably due to the use of
“uncoordinated violence” approaches by environmental and anti-abortion extremists,

which results in local targeting by “lone wolves” sympathetic to these causes.
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Table 4. Natural breaks statistics for incident-to-preparatory acts rose diagram by
terror type.

76% are 0-28 miles 71% are 0-12 miles
6% are 70-75 miles 21% are 24-28 miles
10% are 336-760 miles 7% are 628 miles

8% are 1082-1093 miles

35% are 0.5-28 miles 49% are 0-10 miles
26% are 39-61 miles 13% are 25-52 miles
39% are 160-224 miles 6% are 94-160 miles

30% are 233-465 miles
4% are 533-812 miles

CONCLUSIONS

This exploratory study breaks new ground by examining the temporal and spatial
distribution of terrorist group activities. The findings demonstrate the potential uses of
geospatial methodologies using open source data on terrorism. The study revealed a bi-
modal spatial distribution of terrorist planning and targeting. About one-half of the
terrorists in the study resided, planned, and prepared for terrorism relatively close to the
eventual target. Another one-fourth lived and planned their acts a distance of several
hundred miles from the terrorist target. These two patterns reflect operational variations
among terrorist groups. In particular, the latter strategy reflected the use of air
transportation for planning and operational activities or the use of postal services as a

means of weapons delivery. This bi-modal pattern existed for all three of the most
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prominent types of American terrorism since 1990 — right wing, single issue, and
international.

For law enforcement intervention, the implications of these geospatial patterns are
two-fold. The “long distance prong” of this bi-modal pattern can be addressed by airport
and mail delivery security systems. Improved airport security will not only prevent the
use of airliners as weapons delivery systems, it can also disrupt travel by terrorists
engaged in long range planning activities. Similarly, improved scanning and security at
mail facilities will disrupt the major source of weapons delivery among terrorists who
select targets outside their local communities.

The “local prong” of this distribution of terrorist activities should be of
considerable concern to local officials. For local law enforcement, knowledge that most
terrorists “act locally” can be an important mindset as investigative agencies seek to
prevent terrorism or apprehend the perpetrators of these acts. These local patterns may
be used by agencies to more efficiently patrol known, high risk target areas and gather
intelligence on suspected activities within a specific range from potential targets.

The temporal data identified through this project are less revealing. Although
average lengths of time in the planning process can be calculated, they are less reflective
of consistent patterns of conduct than they appear. Temporal data was difficult to obtain
and the groups studied varied widely in their utilization of time. Even more ominous is
the finding that the type of terrorism (environmental) projected to be the most prevalent
form of American terrorism over the next decade (Jarboe, 2002) was also the type of
group that committed the fewest number of preparatory acts per incident. By definition,

the implementation of uncoordinated violence tactics implies an increase in “lone wolf”
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and individual “direct actions.” Neither do these tactics necessarily preclude the use of
weapons of mass destruction, which are commonly believed to require multiple
participants to develop and utilize. One only need recall the bombing of the Murrah
Federal Building to comprehend the difficulty this tactical approach presents to
interdiction efforts. Additional information on group processes, particularly data on the
temporal sequencing of preparatory activities, may reveal patterns useful to local and

federal counterterrorism efforts.
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I. INTRODUCTION
ORGANIZATION OF THE REPORT

This report is divided into five major sections. In addition to the rationale, Section I
includes a list of major objectives of the project. Section II includes a brief literature
review of the issues related to the temporal and spatial study of terrorist incidents as well
as our research questions. Section III describes the methodology and methodological
issues that emerged during the course of the project. The results from the project are
provided in Section IV. To make the report as “readable” as possible, major findings are
provided in charts and maps embedded in the text. Additional findings, including results
using alternate measurement methods and analyses of some subgroup categories are
provided in Appendix A. Section V provides a discussion of these findings, identifies
strengths and weaknesses of the study, and draws some conclusions regarding the utility
of the data and the implications of these findings for counterterrorism efforts. Data
extracted from open source materials that form the basis of the statistical and spatial
analyses in this report were compiled into case studies of the groups and incidents

sampled. These narratives are provided in Appendix C.

RATIONALE

Terrorists engage in a variety of non-terrorist criminal conduct prior to the
commission of any terrorist act (Smith, 1994; Smith and Damphousse 2003). These non-
terrorist acts include crimes related to the creation of false identities for group members,
thefts to procure funding for the group, thefts of weapons or explosive materials and,

frequently, crimes related to the maintenance of internal security. These behaviors
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ultimately culminate in acts of terrorism. Previous empirical research on terrorism,
however, has focused almost exclusively on the terrorist incident itself. Most terrorism
databases are “incident-driven,” with data singularly focused on the characteristics of the
terrorist incident or on the actors. Consequently, these databases contain little
information about other crimes committed by terrorist groups or the behaviors, both
criminal and non-criminal, committed in preparation for the terrorist incident. Currently,
police officers receive little more than a cursory discussion of pre-incident indicators in
most training programs. This is primarily due to a lack of empirical data from which to

base any generalizations or recommendations.

This research involved an examination of selected terrorist groups/incidents (and
preventions) in the United States during the period 1980-2002. The study focused upon
the planning processes and behaviors that terrorists engaged in while preparing for
terrorist incidents. The study included both criminal and non-criminal conduct. These

9l

behaviors are referred to as “antecedent conduct.” An examination of the antecedent
conduct of terrorist group members places the subsequent terrorist incident in context,

providing the potential to identify patterns of conduct that might lead to intervention prior

to the commission of actual terrorist incidents.

! For the purposes of this research, “preparatory behaviors” are defined as the criminal and non-criminal
conduct by members of a terrorist group in preparation for a terrorist incident. “Antecedent offenses” are
defined as the totality of non-terrorist crimes committed by a terrorist group. Antecedent offenses may be
of two types: preparatory crimes — crimes committed to assist in the preparation of a terrorist incident; and
ancillary crimes — crimes committed for order maintenance, internal security or personal reasons.
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OBJECTIVES

The project had three primary objectives:

1. The compilation of data (case studies) relating to the “antecedent conduct” of
terrorist groups. This effort began with an examination of indictments, sentencing
memoranda, and other federal court records, resulting from FBI investigations into
“terrorism or terrorism-related activities” from 1980 through August, 2002. Court
records were accessed through data compiled as part of the “The American Terrorism
Study” (ATS), a project previously funded by NIJ from 1999 to 2000 (Grant # 1999-
IJCX-0005) and currently funded by the Oklahoma City National Memorial Institute for
the Prevention of Terrorism (MIPT) (Grant # 106-113-2000-064) and available online at
www.tkb.org. The case studies were compiled by the Center for Information Research,
Analysis and Training (CIRAT) at Mercyhurst College under the direction of Mr. Robert

Heibel.

2. The creation of a quantitative dataset linking preparatory behavior to terrorist
targeting. As the Center for Domestic Preparedness noted in its curriculum for law
enforcement first responders, “historically, recognizing indications of terrorist
activity has not been a concern in domestic law enforcement". Addressing this issue
is critical if local law enforcement is to play a proactive role in homeland security”
(Center for Domestic Preparedness, 2002). A primary objective of the research was
to rectify this deficiency. Final products include a Microsoft Access relational

database as well as a GIS integrated database with robust expansion capabilities.
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The identification of patterns of antecedent criminal conduct to help local, state,
and federal law enforcement agencies preempt the activities of extremist groups
before the commission of actual terrorist incidents. Analyses focused upon the
identification of general temporal and spatial patterns associated with terrorist group
planning. The findings provided in the report demonstrate the potential for using
open source data to identify “time lines” for law enforcement intervention, the most
common types of conduct that may elicit police attention, and geographic patterns
relative to the residential abodes of terrorists, the locations of preparatory activities,

and eventual targets.
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il. LITERATURE REVIEW AND RESEARCH QUESTIONS
RELEVANT LITERATURE

This study required attention to the literature in two specific areas: (1) research on
the political (primary) targets of terrorist groups, and (2) research on antecedent or
ancillary criminal conduct. Empirical research in both of these areas is scant. The
scarcity of quantitative data on terrorism has been the Achilles heel of efforts to improve
the quality of terrorism research (Turk, 1979; Crenshaw, 1992; Hoffman, 1992; Wardlaw,
1989; Blumstein, 1996). Despite this scarcity, some theoretical literature has emerged
during the past twenty years on “targeting” by terrorist groups. For discussion on
antecedent and ancillary criminal conduct, extrapolation was made from the general

criminological and organizational theory literature.

Generalization from the general criminological literature, it should be noted, is
somewhat risky. The demographic characteristics of traditional offenders are
substantially different from those persons indicted for terrorism related crimes here in the
United States. Some terrorist groups tend to include a disproportionately higher
percentage of females and white persons than non-terrorist criminals. Terrorists also tend
to be slightly better educated and they include more persons from middle and upper class
backgrounds than the conventional criminal population (Smith and Morgan, 1994; Smith,
1994). Most importantly, they are significantly older than traditional offenders,
indicating a pattern of career criminality uncharacteristic of common criminals. These
demographic variations reflect the motivational differences between terrorists and

traditional criminals (Schafer, 1974). In other words, the causes of traditional criminality
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appear to be fundamentally different from the causes of terrorism, thereby making

generalizations from one to the other tenuous at best.

Target-specific literature: Despite this, some theoretical efforts have been made to

predict the targets of terrorism. Most of these efforts focus upon ideology as a predictor
of terrorist group activity (Drake, 1998). Crenshaw (1988), however, notes that other
factors may be equally as important. Specifically, she contends that terrorist groups are,
in practice, organizations advocating political change and that the “fundamental purpose
of any political organization is to maintain itself” (Crenshaw, 1988:19). From this
perspective, the selection of terrorism targets is analyzed not as ends in themselves (i.e.,
to attain specific political goals), but as the outcome of efforts to maintain the integrity of
the terrorist organization. Rapoport (1992) suggested that well over 90 percent of
terrorist organizations have a life expectancy of less than one year. Crenshaw contends
that the longer a terrorist group survives, the more likely its targets will reflect a concern
for maintaining the group and its organizational structure. These assertions have
important implications not only for the spatial distribution of ancillary and preparatory

terrorist crimes, but also for the temporal characteristics of terrorist planning.

A dominant theme that has emerged in the evolution of the terrorism literature is the
acknowledgment that the criminality of terrorists is more widespread and complex than
previously discussed (Smith, 1994). Crenshaw’s (1988) expansion of terrorist targeting
to include “organizational maintenance” crimes and Hoffman’s (1998) argument that the
overriding tactical imperative of many terrorist groups “has been the deliberate tailoring

of their violent acts to appeal to their perceived constituencies” (Hoffman, 1998:158) are
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particularly intriguing when applied to the study of environmental and international
terrorist groups, both of which have experienced substantial structural change over the

past decade.’

General Criminological Literature Relative to Spatial and Temporal Patterns:

Studies of traditional criminality link a variety of antecedent crimes to the ultimate
objectives of many types of offenders. The literature on drug use is replete with links to
the use of antecedent preparatory crimes to fund an offender’s addiction (e.g., Inciardi,
Horowitz, and Pottieger, 1993; Kaplan, 1995). Wright and Decker’s (1997) analysis of
armed robbers characterizes armed robbery as an antecedent to the procurement of illicit
drugs and alcohol. Similarly, the organized crime literature is saturated with descriptions
of both legitimate and illegitimate ancillary activities related to the maintenance of crime
cartels (Abadinsky, 2000; Albanese 1996). Importantly, numerous studies indicate that
traditional offenders commit the overwhelming majority of their offenses within a short
distance from their place of residence. Reppetto (1974) noted, for example, that eighty
percent of burglaries occurred within five miles of the offenders’ homes. Wright and

Decker (1997) implied similar patterns regarding armed robbers.

These issues led us to consider terrorist group conduct as occurring along a
continuum involving four major activities: (1) recruitment; (2) preliminary organization
and planning; (3) preparatory conduct; and (4) terrorist acts. These general principles and
examples of each type of behavior are presented in Figure 1. Throughout the planning

process of a terrorism incident or act, meetings take place, phone calls are made, and

2 Brent L. Smith, “Homegrown Terror,” presentation to Confronting Terrorism Conference, Los Alamos
National Laboratory, March 28, 2002.
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crimes are committed. These acts take place in locations such as the terrorists’ residence,
that of a relative or friend, a home base or safe house, or even surveillance of the
intended target. These behaviors occur in measurable dimensions of time and space.
Consequently, patterns of preparatory conduct may exist that could assist law

enforcement in early intervention.

Figure 1. Flow chart of terrorist group activity
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RESEARCH QUESTIONS

If terrorism is not typically spontaneous violence, do temporal and spatial patterns of
behavior exist that might assist intelligence agencies, law enforcement, and prosecutors
in developing early intervention strategies? This question formed the basis of our
exploratory examination into terrorist group planning. There are several supplementary
questions subsumed under this main question. For example, can we identify patterns of
preparatory criminal conduct that will increase the probability of successful early
intervention before actual terrorist incidents occur or at least improve our chances for

arrest and prosecution?

Similarly, entry into terrorist cells or groups is frequently associated with a required
“Initiation” offense — some ancillary crime not usually labeled as terroristic but which
will “weed out” undercover law enforcement agents as well as reduce the ability of the
initiate from leaving the group once the crime has been committed. What types of crimes
are most likely to be associated with these efforts to maintain security? When
discovered, can they reveal patterns of criminal conduct suggestive of the existence of a

terrorist cell or group operating in a given locale?

Equally as important, we were interested in determining whether temporal patterns
might be identified. For example, how long do terrorist groups typically plan a terrorist
incident before actually committing it? A “preparatory act,” in addition to discussion of
the commission of a terrorist act, is typically required to initiate a conspiracy. Do
terrorist groups vary in the length of time they take in preparation for an incident

depending upon the organizational or tactical structure of the group? For example, right-
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wing white supremacy groups modified their tactics in the early 1990s to minimize civil
and criminal liability of group leaders. The move to an “uncoordinated violence”
strategy (in this case, “leaderless resistance) was intended to reduce the ability of law
enforcement agents from infiltrating terrorist groups and cells. Tactical changes of this
nature affect the number of meetings, interactions, and, perhaps, even the number of
preparatory crimes committed by each member of a conspiracy (Damphousse and Smith
2004). In addition to modifications in the structure of terrorist groups, are terrorists also

modifying the length of time in preparation as a tactical measure to avoid detection?

In particular, we specifically addressed the following questions relative to the

identification of temporal and geographic patterns of terrorist group planning.

Temporal Issues

How long do terrorist groups typically plan their activities? How much time

typically elapses between various phases of terrorist group planning and the

eventual commission of terrorist acts (depicted as Time; through Times in Figure

e Does this vary by type of terrorist group?

e Does planning initially begin slowly and then culminate in a frenzy of hurried
activity immediately prior to commission of the terrorist act?

e Do these suggested patterns of behavior vary depending on the type of terrorism

planned? If so, in what way?

Infiltration of terrorist groups has been one of the most perplexing problems facing

law enforcement agencies. The time necessary to place effective operatives inside a
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terrorist group has frequently been too long, thereby negating the ability for early

intervention when specific threats are discovered.

Geographic Issues

Are terrorist groups or cells more likely to emerge near the locations where
recruitment and indoctrination occur? The Order, for example, was organized and carried
out most of its activities near its source of origin — the Aryan Nations compound in
Hayden Lake, Idaho. In contrast, patriot groups that turned to violence in the late 1990s

were more widely dispersed across the United States.

Once terrorist groups emerge in a given locale, do they commit their preparatory acts
near their “home base” or select other jurisdictions to avoid drawing attention to their

group?

How far from the epicenter of the terrorist groups’ organizational and planning
activities are most of the terrorists’ targets? As a corollary, do terrorist groups commit

their preparatory acts in remote locations far from the actual terrorist target?

If terrorists behave like traditional offenders, we would expect both preparatory
crimes and eventual terrorist acts to be committed within a relatively close distance from
each other (Wright and Decker, 1997; Reppetto, 1974), as well as being relatively close
to where the terrorists reside and meet. In the section which follows we describe the

method used to examine each of these questions.
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L. METHODOLOGY
TERRORISM DATA

Empirical data on terrorists, terrorist activities, and terrorism incidents is greatly lacking for
spatial analysis of terrorism. In order to combat this problem, this research involved the
collection of empirical data on which to conduct analysis. In order to know what to analyze
however a basic data source was needed to lay the foundation for empirical study. The
American Terrorism Study (ATS) provided the foundation that was needed. The ATS began in
1988, was later funded by the National Institute of Justice (NIJ) under grant #1999-1JCX-0005
and is currently funded by the Oklahoma City National Memorial Institute for the Prevention of
Terrorism (MIPT) under grant #106-113-2000-064. Access to the ATS data is provided through

MIPT’s Terrorism Knowledge Base at http://www.tkb.org. The information in this database

results from the examination of indictments, sentencing memoranda, and other federal court
records from FBI investigations into terrorism (Smith 2003a). The project started in 1988 at the
University of Alabama under the direction of Dr. Brent L. Smith and is being continued by the
staff at the Terrorism Research Center in Fulbright College at the University of Arkansas and in

collaboration with Dr. Kelly Damphousse at the University of Oklahoma.

The ATS database contains demographic variables for almost all federally indicted terrorists
over the last two decades. In addition to basic demographic and legal information, spatial
variables, including known operational bases and primary and secondary targets, are found in the
database. These data provide a starting place for the selection of case studies for inclusion in this

research. The database contains information on 500 individuals from over 60 terrorist groups.
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Utilization of this database as the primary data source mandates that the definition of
terrorism used in the project be synonymous with that of the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
The FBI, in turn, adheres to the definition of terrorism provided in the Code of Federal
Regulations (28 C.F.R. Section 0.85). This document defines terrorism as “the unlawful use of
force and violence against persons or property to intimidate or coerce a government, the civilian
population, or any segment thereof, in furtherance of political or social objectives” (Federal

Bureau of Investigation, 1999:1).

However, to obtain a sample of cases with sufficiently fertile data large enough for analysis,
additional cases or incidents beyond those investigated under official FBI terrorism
investigations were needed. These additional cases were selected based on criteria that were
included as salient characteristics of the FBI definition: (1) that the behaviors (incidents) were
unlawful; (2) that the incident involved the use of force or violence against persons or property;
and (3) that the act committed by the individual or group was politically motivated. In addition,
politically motivated protests that turned violent, such as riots or other actions that resulted in

damage or injury to persons, were excluded.

The FBI further divides terrorism into two main categories: domestic and international.
Domestic terrorism is further divided into left-wing, right-wing, and single-issue terrorism. For
consistency, our project retained these distinctions. For most of the cases studied, the FBI had
already categorized these incidents into these groupings in listings provided to the American

Terrorism Study. New cases selected for analysis were placed into these categories, utilizing the

% 46 99«

FBI’s practical application of “left-wing,” “right-wing,” “single issue” as closely as possible.

While these categories are not mutually exclusive (e.g., single issue terrorists such as abortion
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clinic bombers may also be characterized as “right wing”), the distinctions provides a commonly
understood conceptual framework from which to initiate analysis. The breakdown of terrorist

groups into categories is shown in Table 1.

Table 1. Terrorism categories and number of known groups

International - Single Issue

CASE STUDY SELECTION

In order to establish which terrorism incidents to analyze, a list of terrorist groups and
specific terrorism incidents was compiled by a panel that included subject matter experts
(SME’s) and Terrorism Research Center personnel. These experts included Austin Turk,
political violence; Stephen Chermak, militias; Mark Hamm, white supremacy groups; Ron
Arnold, environmental extremism; Bill Dyson, leftist terrorism; and Kelly Damphousse, database
management and domestic terrorism. These SME’s provide knowledge on specific incidents for
data collection and synthesis of analysis on the groups. The original plan was to select cases that
were currently in the American Terrorism Study database (i.e., cases that had previously been
defined by the federal government as terrorism incidents). The SME’s suggested a number of
cases that were not in the ATS database (e.g., Theodore Kaczynski) but were “commonly
known” to be acts of terrorism and for which there was a great deal of open source material
available. Regarding “international” terrorism events, we restricted our analyses to cases that
reflected attacks against the United States by foreign nationals within the US borders. This

decision was largely based on (1) the availability of open source data about the events and (2) the
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in the analysis. The case studies are presented in Table 2.

opp Amherst Assassination

University of Arkansas

ability to geocode locations. We recognize that these sample selection statistics have
consequences relative to our ability to generalize to “all” terrorism. Indeed, we know that many
international terrorism attacks against the US occur on foreign soil. Clearly, caution should be

taken in attempting to infer our findings to the population of terrorism attacks.

A total of 67 case studies were selected for the Pre-Incident Indicators of Terrorist Activities

project. For this research report, 60 of those cases studies have been completed and are included

Table 2. Case study areas of activity for incidents

Sraebeie

Hill FL Assassination

Dr. Robert Goldstein

Unabomber-Theodore Kaczynski

Griffin Florida Assassination

Coronado MSU Arson

ELF Long Island Arsons

Fairfield Snow Bowl

Free Critter Eugene Arson

Santa Cruz 2

Sherman OR Firebombing

Vance Assassination

Wisconsin Mink Release

Clayton Lee Wagner

Ellerman Utah Bombing

Nebraska Golf Vandals

EcoRaider Tucson Vandalism
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Table 2 Con’t. Case study areas of activity for incidents

CASESTUDY

~International

Abu Nidal Organization

Omega 7

Japanese Red Army

New York City Conspiracy 1994
World Trade Center 1993

New York City Subway Bombing

Millennium Conspiracy

Lackawanna Six
Hezbollah

Provisional Irish Republican Army

Yahweh

M19CO

United Freedom Front

EPB Macheteros

New African Freedom Fighters
El Rukns

United Freedom Front

FALN

Nyack Armored Car Robbery
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Table 2 Con’t. Case study areas of activity for incidents

VARIABLE SELECTION

CASESTUDY
Oklahoma Constitutional Militia

Order

Phineas Priests

Jewish Defense League

KKK

Covenant, Sword and Arm of the

Lord

Oklahoma City Bombing

Woodring Homrich

Up the IRS

Bixby SC

Washington State Militia

Felton Chase

Third Continental Congress

Ohio Unorganized Militia

Minnesota Patriots Council

Krar IDC

Seace Conspiracy

Aryan Nations

Aryan Peoples Republic

White Patriot Party

Ruby Ridge

West Virginia Mountaineer Militia

Collecting data on terrorism incidents requires a set of variables for the coding of information

pertaining to the specific incidents. A large set of variables was needed to encompass the many

aspects of terrorism incidents and precursor activity leading up to the incidents being studied.

For the purpose of this research 265 variables were selected for coding of information into
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relational database tables. Each table provided a storage place for inputting information that

would enable spatial analysis of the incident. The database tables are listed in Table 3.

Table 3. Number of variables for each table

Data Table Number of
Variables - -

Person 89

Event (preparatory activity, planning, 84
incidents)

Organization (terrorist groups, terrorist 32

cells, above ground organizations)

Source 60

Total 265

The Incident variables consist of basic information about the terrorism incident such as name
of the incident target, address of the target of the incident, and whether the incident was
prevented or occurred. A large number of terrorists are captured prior to the execution of a
terrorism incident and thus some incidents in this study did not occur, but information is known
on the location and time of the events that were planned. These incidents are coded as such in
order to allow selection for analysis. In addition, the names of the individuals involved in the
terrorism incident are included as well as information on destruction of property, and persons

killed or wounded.

The Activity variables consist of information on precursor activity conducted by terrorists
prior to the terrorism incident. This activity includes both criminal and non-criminal conduct.
Research conducted as part of the American Terrorism Study shows that terrorists commit scores

of crimes such as identity theft and theft of property and money in order to carry out a terrorism
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incident. The precursor activity is broken down into three types—planning, preparatory, and
ancillary. Planning activity is defined as events that involve planning for the upcoming incident
and includes events concerning meetings and phone calls. Preparatory activity is defined as
actual acts carried out by a terrorist as part of the planning process of a terrorism incident. This
activity may include both criminal and non-criminal conducts. It may include robberies, identity
thefts, surveillance etc. Ancillary activity is activity carried out by a terrorist, but not in direct
preparation for an incident. This activity may include the murder of an informant in order to
protect the secrecy of the plot, robbery to sustain an underground lifestyle, or other
order/maintenance crimes. For the purposes of this research the Event table was coded for
defining what type of an event took place. This division of the data into different types of events
resulted from the need to measure the temporal and spatial differences in the terrorist planning
process. Coding all of the events into one table allows a timeline to be created of the events that
took place prior to the terrorism incident. This also allows for divulgence of events previously

thought to be incidents, but were instead pre-cursor activity to a larger event.

The Person table contains basic demographic variables on each individual involved in the
terrorism incident. The known address or multiple addresses, if available, are included in the
variables in this database. Demographic information such as age, race, gender, education,
income, profession, and marital status provide an in depth look at the individuals responsible for

terrorist acts.

The Organization table contains information on organizations that were linked to the case
study or whose terrorists were related to in some manner. Cell variables consists of data that

relate to the group of individuals who carried out the terrorist incident. There is not always a
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terrorist cell involved in an incident so this database is only for inclusion if a cell is present.
Terrorists that commit a terrorism incident may be a part of a larger terrorist group, but act as a
smaller unit for the execution of plans for a terrorism incident. The information in this table
describes the structure and dynamic of this group. The Group table consists of variables that
specify what known terrorist group(s) the individual(s) that carried out the terrorism incident
may have been affiliated. The majority of the terrorists in this study are members of a larger
terrorist group through which they carry out the agenda of the organization. A few of the
terrorists are considered “lone wolfs.” No group information is included in this table for those
occurrences. The Above Ground Organization variables exists to link the terrorists to possible
legal organizations that could be providing ideological, psychological, or even financial support
in some way. The information collected could be important in understanding basic ideological

issues of terrorism behavior. For a complete list of variables see Appendix B.

DATA COLLECTION

Data collection for this research focused on a case study of a terrorist group or incident. If
the case study consisted of a terrorist group, then one or more incidents may have been selected
for collection of data. If the case study was a single incident then only information on that
incident was collected. This was due to the fact that some terrorism incidents were carried out
by individuals that had no formal ties to a terrorist group. In some cases, however, the terrorist

groups studied conspired to commit a series of terrorist incidents.

The case studies and collection of data on the terrorism incidents were conducted by staff at
the Mercyhurst College Institute for Intelligence Studies (MCIIS) in Erie, Pennsylvania. MCIIS

personnel under the direction of Mr. Robert Heibel collected data from open source materials
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such as federal court records, books, newspaper articles, and interviews. Staff at the University
of Arkansas created the structure of the relational databases and instructed the Mercyhurst staff
on coding of variables and the methodologies associated with the research. Terrorism Research
Center staff also work directly with Mr. Heibel and his research group in order to collect

additional data, provide support on methodological issues and implementation of procedures.

The data collection focused around three main areas of investigation: residences, preparatory
activities, and incidents. The data resulting from this investigation was input to a Microsoft
Access relational database. Two of the tables in the relational database were primarily utilized
for containing data for spatial and temporal analysis. First, data on the terrorism incident were
compiled in the D_EVENT table. This included information such as the incident’s geographic
location, time of occurrence, incident type, and the person(s) involved. Secondly, data on the
person(s) involved in the incident were acquired in the D PERSON table. These included basic
demographics, places of residence, prior criminal history, etc. Finally, acts that the individuals
performed or were associated with were also recorded in the D_EVENT table. These included
meetings and trips for information gathering, as well as preparatory and ancillary acts. The acts
of individuals not indicted, but associated with the incident, were also studied. An example of
this is a person who was known to have played a part in the incident and for when information
was available, but who may have never been apprehended. The temporal aspect of the case
study included all activity beginning with the known time of occurrence for the terrorism
incident and going back to the earliest activity that could be identified relating to the incident.

This time period should encompass the extent of planning by the terrorist or terrorists.
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DATABASE AND GIS DEVELOPMENT

The spatial and temporal data from the activities of the terrorists in the case studies were
input into a Microsoft Access relational database and then integrated into a Geographical
Information System (GIS). The data from the case studies was managed using Microsoft Access,
which allows for seamless integration into ESRI ArcGIS and Intergraph GeoMedia software
through the geodatabase format. The ArcGIS 9 and GeoMedia platforms allows for efficient
data management and analysis through their unique architecture system that allows integration of
the Access data into the GIS environment. The software looks at the spatial data in tabular form
and displays the data based on a determined field in a graphic format. This allows analysis of
distances between points and an output for presenting the data in an efficient and easy to

understand manner.

The tabular data in the Microsoft Access relational database was integrated into ESRI’s
ArcGIS software as a geodatabase. Once imported into ArcGIS, the spatial information was
geocoded using the StreetMap USA geocoding service that comes with the ArcGIS software.
This geocoding service is based upon TIGER data which is the most commonly used in
geocoding for crime incidents in the U.S (Leipnik and Albert 2003). The geocoding process
assigns an “x and y” value for each spatial point representing an event leading up to the terrorism
incident. This “x and y” value is placed on a map using a predetermined coordinate system that
allows for the measurements of distance in a specified unit. For the purposes of this research, a
Geographic Coordinate System using the National American Datum of 1983 was used because
of its level of accuracy for measuring distances within the United States. The results of the
geocoding process were managed by the geodatabase as features. These features were then

displayed graphically on a base map such as a map of a city or county. The base map allowed
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for the overlay of layers that contained information such as roads, rivers, and buildings. This
allowed for presentation of these data so that a person would be able to recognize the location

where an incident takes place. The software allows for overlay of a large number of layers.

Once the data were geocoded it was possible to integrate the spatial data into the Intergraph
Geomedia software. This allowed integration of the Access database spatial data for linear
distance analysis. Due to the functional attributes feature of Geomedia and its dynamic “on-the-
fly” calculations, linear distance analysis was conducted between related points. This was done
by creating look-up tables that let the software know points between which distance was to be
calculated. The Point Distance measurement was developed in conjunction with the staff at the
Center for Advanced Spatial Technologies and allowed for the measurement of the linear
distance between one point and many other points that are located in different tables. This
process alleviated the manual calculation of the linear distance between each point providing a
savings in time and accuracy of the measurements. The results were outputted as a field in the
table of the specific terrorism incident being analyzed. Once this distance had been calculated
the field was then added to the geodatabase so that these measurements were available in the
ArcGIS 9 platform. The ArcGIS 9 platform environment provides a means for managing,

analyzing, and presenting the linear distance analysis of the terrorism incidents.

DATA ANALYSIS

The primary unit of data collection for this research was a case study, but the primary unit for
analysis was a terrorism incident. Some case studies were split into multiple incidents that may
involve similar events or persons, but these were split into separate incidents for analysis. An

example would be a series of bombings that a group carried out over the course of several years.
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Each bombing was an incident with its own precursor activity. Some of the precursor activity
may have been related to more than one incident and thus could be analyzed for each incident
that it relates. The incident provided the basis for the case study which encompassed information
about the precursor activity leading up to the terrorism incident. Each terrorism incident
consisted of a single act of terrorism such as a bombing or hijacking. Almost all of these
incidents involved one or more individuals who had been indicted under federal law and deemed

“terrorists” as prescribed by the Attorney General Guidelines for FBI Terrorism Investigations.

The precursor activity leading up to the terrorism incident is found in the Activity database.
This database provided for spatial analysis of preparatory and ancillary activity as described
above. The linear distance was calculated between the terrorism incident and all activities that
were uncovered through investigation of the incident and inputted into the Activity database.
This calculation allowed for determination of distances between the location of the terrorism
incident and precursor activity. In addition, the residences of the terrorists involved in the
terrorism incident were included in the spatial analysis in order to divulge potential relationships
between the location of the terrorism incident, precursor activity, and terrorist residences or
operational activity centers. Once linear distance was calculated for all of the incidents in the
case studies then potential patterns could be divulged which could have direct policy
implications in the detection and prevention of terrorists and their acts. The number of case

studies selected for analysis is shown in Table 4.
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Table 4. Case study breakdown

 Category  Number of Case Studies

I _Collected
International 10
Single Issue 15
Right wing 27
Left wing 8
Total 60

For the purposes of this research, 200 incidents from the selected case studies were analyzed
to determine if spatial patterns existed. The breakdown of incidents by category type is as
follows: Right Wing- 41, Left Wing- 51, International- 58, and Single Issue- 50. The method for
choosing case studies for analysis was based on the amount of open source materials available
for data collection. Case studies that could potentially yield large amounts of spatial data were
chosen by looking at the amount of information available on each incident in order to provide

enough data for comparison within and between the designated categories.

Incidents selected for final analysis included those where a specific geographic location
could be identified for the occurrence or planned occurrence of the terrorism incident. For a few
of the incidents an address could not be found. In these cases, the centroid of the zipcode of the
city that the event was located was used in calculating distances. Since using these city centers
potentially could skew the data, a method was established for determining when a city center
could or could not be used. For example, if the diameter of the city for which the location of the

incident was placed in its center was greater than 10% of the distance being measured then the
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incident was not included for analysis. By using this 10% rule, the potential for skewed data is

greatly lessened and still allows for meaningful results and comparison.

The spatial analysis consists of Exploratory Spatial Data Analysis (ESDA) using standard
spatial statistical methods. Anselin (2000:26) describes this methodology as “a collection of
techniques to describe and visualize spatial distributions; identify atypical locations or spatial
outliers; discover patterns of spatial associations, clusters, or hot spots; and suggest spatial
regimes or other forms of spatial heterogeneity.” The methods include the analysis for patterns
in spatial variance among related activities. The distribution of incidents across the United
States yields vital information as to where concentrations of terrorism incidents have occurred in
the past. Such questions as whether terrorism incidents are concentrated in rural or urban areas
are easily answered. On a larger scale patterns within cities are possible to determine by looking
at the spatial distribution of all the points involved in a given terrorism incident. By displaying
all of the available points on the map derived from spatial data housed in the relational databases,
a terrorist “routine activity” space is possible to determine for the time period of the incident
planning process. For the purposes of this research, basic patterns are divulged through the
analysis of the linear distances between points within a specific incident, a specific category, or

terrorism incidents as a whole.

The spatial analysis from which relationships and patterns can be derived consists of the
measurement of the linear distance between points that represent terrorist activities, residences,
and the location of the terrorism incident itself. Three different calculations of linear distance
were taken for each incident. First, the linear distance from the terrorist incident to the terrorist

residence was calculated. For incidents that involved more than one individual the distance was
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measured to each terrorist residence that was involved in the terrorism incident. The linear
distance from incident to residence was then calculated and the mean distance from all
residences to the incident was recorded. This value was used in representing the incident-
residence measurement for analysis. The second measurement is the incident to activity linear
distance. The same methodology as stated above applies to instances where more than one
activity occurred relating to a terrorism incident. The mean was once again used as the value to
represent the incident-activity value for analysis. The third major measurement is the linear
distance calculation between terrorist residences and activities. In this case it often occurs that
there are multiple residences and multiple activities that relate to a specific incident. In these
cases, the measurement was calculated from each point of residence to each activity and vice
versa. This allows for averaging the values to derive a mean distance for the residence-activity

analysis.

Problems encountered in both the coding and analysis of residence data is the reliability of
the information. In cases where multiple addresses were found for individuals such as homes,
apartments, staying with friends, hotels, campgrounds etc. These locations present a
methodological problem for determining which is to be used for the residence to incident
measurement. If it was known that an individual was staying at a particular location in
accordance with a specific incident then that location was used. If multiple locations exist for a
terrorist residence and information was not found pertaining to when the individual was staying
at the residence then problems arise. Without specific court documentation or interviews with
the individuals, it cannot be known for certain which location the individual was staying. This
could induce error into the process of analysis. This issue was addressed by giving the residence

locations a descriptive name and using the most likely location given the data available. By
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coding these residences as such lends to the ability for more study of this matter in the future
if/when more information becomes available. This also allows other researchers to recode and

explore the possible differences.

DATA PRESENTATION

The results of this research are available in a variety of formats. Due to the nature of ArcGIS
software, interactivity with the data is possible. The Pre-Incident Indicators GIS allows a user to
graphically portray the data in a variety of visual formats allowing for analysis and presentation.
These data can be accessed and displayed on a map through spatial or attribute queries. For
example, a user can choose to look at and analyze patterns for all of the terrorism incidents in a
specific state or region of the country through a spatial query. By using an attribute query, a user
can display all of the Right Wing incidents, or choose a specific case study and view only the

incidents pertaining to the specific case.
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IV. RESULTS

Terrorists and terrorist groups operate within the constraints and boundaries of both time and
space. Since September 11, 2001, state and federal expenditures for terrorism response have
increased substantially. One criticism of current funding for counterterrorism is that allocations
seem to assume that terrorist incidents are random and “can occur anywhere.” While it is true
that they can occur anywhere, the probability of their occurrence in specific locations varies
widely (Davis et al., 2004). In many ways both the indiscriminant and spontaneous nature of
terrorism has been overemphasized. Terrorist incidents do not materialize out of “thin air” --
they require time to plan, meet, procure and prepare explosive devices, and travel time to and
from the selected target. These events are further constrained by the distances among the
residences of the terrorists, where they meet and plan, where they procure or manufacture their
explosives, and the distance to the target. In this project, both spatial and temporal issues were
examined regarding terrorist group planning and execution. Although the dimensions of time
and space are related, for clarity and simplicity, these two issues are presented separately in this

section.

TEMPORAL PATTERNS OF AMERICAN TERRORISM

Temporal measurements were made at four points during the planning process: (1) when the
terrorist(s) were recruited as members into the terrorist group; (2) when the terrorist “cell”
originated, usually measured as a function of the first planning meeting; (3) when preparatory
acts occurred; and (4) when the actual terrorist incident occurred or, if it was preempted or
prevented, the date that it was planned to occur. Temporal measurements proved to be the most
difficult to identify. Although 191 temporal measurements were obtained, some events were

substantially more difficult to measure than others. For example, temporal information regarding
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when various members joined specific terrorist groups was, in large part, non-existent. If this
information was located, it was frequently provided in units of measurement that were so large

(e.g., years) that calculations were unreliable. The basic findings are presented in Figure 2.

Despite a lack of information regarding recruitment, sufficient temporal data existed to
identify basic patterns of preparatory conduct. On average, the terrorist cells held their first
planning meetings slightly over 3 months from the time they committed the terrorist incidents
studied. This is generally consistent with Rapoport’s (1992) notion that terrorist groups have a
life expectancy of less than one year. The lifespan of these “cells” ranged from a few weeks to

more than three years.

Figure 2: Temporal patterns of terrorist group activities
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Of significant interest in these temporal patterns is the finding that there tends to be a
substantial lull between the conclusion of the preparatory conduct and the actual incident. The
initial “planning phase” appears to last, on average from between twelve days to approximately
two months. It is during this period that law enforcement agencies would have the greatest
probability of successful intervention. Initial analyses suggested that once preparatory behaviors
begin, the process toward terroristic violence is relatively swift. Subsequent analysis suggests,
however, that planning and preparatory activities cannot be temporally separated. Meetings,
preparation, training, and procurement of materials for terrorist incidents are not sequenced
independent of each other. Substantial variation exists among types of terrorist groups (e.g.
single-issue, international, etc.) regarding this issue was apparent. However, the limited amount
of temporal data available from these case studies precludes further specification than the overall
pattern of conduct. While it was disappointing not to be able to clearly distinguish patterns
regarding “planning” and “preparation” activities, the collection of additional data may improve

our predictive capabilities.

Preparatory conduct may include criminal, as well as non-criminal activity. The most
common preparatory behaviors included meetings, phone calls, the purchase of supplies and
materials, and banking activities, which included everything from bank robbery to fund the
planned incident to legitimate withdrawals. A summary of these activities (both planning and

preparatory) is included in Table 5.
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Table S. Summary of activities

| _ Preparatory  Planning  Ancillary  Total Acts
International 59 97 30 186
Single Issue 22 2 9 e G
Right Wing 65 55 49 169

Left Wing 65

453

Terrorist groups engaged in an average of 2.3 known preparatory, planning, and ancillary
behaviors per incident. This average is affected by incidents for which data collection was not
very successful. Each of these behaviors could serve as “pre-incident indicators” to analysts
monitoring such activities. However, many of these behaviors, such as buying legally obtainable
bomb making components or conducting surveillance on a target, are not illegal. The problems
associated with utilizing “reasonable indication” or the existence of a “criminal predicate” (the
standards used to determine whether to open an FBI terrorism investigation) may preclude the
monitoring of such conduct in the absence of ongoing intelligence investigations. Furthermore,
terrorist groups engage in much conduct that is merely “ancillary” — behaviors that may or may
not be criminal, but they were conducted for the purpose of order maintenance, improving
morale or group solidarity, and other activities not directly related to the planning and
preparation for the terrorist incident studied. These behaviors, however, may attract the attention

of the police and could be utilized as pre-incident indicators of terrorist group activity.

Table 6 shows a breakdown of the planning and preparatory behaviors by type of terrorist

group and whether these behaviors were associated with “planning and preparatory” behaviors or
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whether they were merely “ancillary” activities. Nearly one-fourth (115 of 453; 25.3%) of the

Finally, Table 7 provides a summary of whether these behaviors were criminal or non-

FBI to open a terrorism intelligence investigation.

criminal. With the exception of the right-wing cases studied, about two-thirds (320 of 453;
70.6%) of the behaviors recorded by these groups were non-criminal. This is unfortunate in that
such conduct may not attract the attention of authorities. Furthermore, these behaviors might not

rise to the level of “reasonable indication” or serve as a “criminal predicate” that would allow the

Table 6. Breakdown of major planning and preparatory behavior by type

~ single

International Issue Right Wing Left Wing Total
Acquiring Bomb
Materials 16 0 14 0
Attend Gun Show 0 0 3 0
Conspiracy 0 3 2
“Fatwah” 0 0 3
Procurement of Funds 13 1 0 0
Ilegal U.S. Entry 0 0 0
Larceny/Theft 0 10 0
Meeting 30 1 49 16
Motor Vehicle Theft 0 6
Parking Violation 0 0
Phone Calls 89 3 4 14
Travel by Air 1 0 0
Robbery 2 2 12 15
Smuggling 3 0
Standoff 0 0
Surveillance 3 5 8
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Table 6 Con’t. Breakdown of major planning and preparatory behavior by type

Single

Category International  lssue  RightWing LeftWing Total

Threat 0 0 2 0
Training 4 1 3 0
Transport Purchase 2 1 3 0
Transport Rental 10 0 2 0
Travel by Car 12 0 6 0
Weapons Violations 0 0 1 0

Table 7. Breakdown of activities into crimes/ non crimes

“Category =~ Crimes  Non-Crimes  Total Acts
International 25 161
Single Issue 13 20
Right Wing 79 90
Left Wing

Despite this, 145 planning preparatory behaviors were recorded that reflected criminal
conduct. A summary of these crimes is provided in Table 8. The most common of these crimes
was involving acquiring, manufacturing, or testing bombs (24 of 145; 16.6%). Conspiracies do
not frequently become known to law enforcement agencies until after the completion of the act
or other arrests are made. Consequently, non-overt acts of conspiracies, such as meetings and
phone calls, may not come to the attention of local law enforcement agencies. However, three-

fourths of these crimes involved “observable” offenses which might lead the police to suspicion
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more sinister activities. Robbery (21 of 145; 14.4%), and murder (9 of 145; 6.1%), and training

(9 of 145; 6.1%) constituted the remaining most common preparatory and ancillary offenses

committed.

Table 8. Breakdown of activities by crime type

Single
Category International Issue
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The number of preparatory behaviors varied according to the type of terrorist group (table not
shown). The older, leftist groups studied, such as the United Freedom Front and the FALN
averaged the most preparatory behaviors per incident (7.00). The incidents studied involving
international groups were also above the mean (4.18). In contrast, incidents involving right-wing
groups and single-issue terrorists were below the mean (3.00 and 2.50 preparatory behaviors per
incident, respectively). This finding is consistent with changes in terrorist group tactics in the
1990s. Both the extreme right and single-issue terrorists adopted “unorganized” or

“uncoordinated” violence models in the early 1990s.

Following the siege at Ruby Ridge, Idaho in the summer of 1992, members of the extreme
right were encouraged to adopt the concept of “leaderless resistance.” In addition, violent anti-
abortion activists began posting “hit lists” of abortion clinic doctors and clinic addresses on
websites within the next three years. Similarly, violent members of extremist environmental
groups, particularly the Earth Liberation Front and Animal Liberation Front, began posting
“direct actions” on their websites as well as “suggestions” regarding future targets.* All of these
actions were intended to limit recruitment to the “true believers,” reduce the possibility of
infiltration by undercover law enforcement operatives, and minimize the risk of civil and
criminal liability of group leaders. Smaller numbers of known meetings and preparatory
activities have resulted among these groups as they conduct terrorist operations. This is
consistent with other findings that indicate that a decrease in group size and an increase in the

number of “lone wolves” among single issue and right wing terrorist groups make it more

* Publicly advocated in a speech by Louis Beam to leaders of the extreme right at a conference to address concerns
about federal intervention at Ruby Ridge; Estes Park, Colorado, 1992.

*1In 1992, Earth Liberation Front leaders publicly suggested that, from henceforth, they would leave the “dirty work
to the elves,” a reference to underground leaderless groups/individuals.
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difficult for law enforcement agencies to engage in prevention or early intervention

(Damphousse and Smith, 2004).

Once preparations for the terrorist act have been completed, the overall analysis suggests a
lull between final acts of preparation and commission of the terrorist act. On average, the
terrorist incident occurred or was scheduled to occur between three and six weeks following the
final known act in preparation. In fact, this average time would have been much shorter except
for the existence of a few outliers where preparatory behaviors near the time of the incident were
not known. Among cases where preparatory acts were measured, nearly two-thirds (65.2%) of
the terrorist incidents involved a preparatory act on the day of the incident and another nine

percent of the groups committed their last preparatory act the day prior to the incident.

While generalizations based these data are risky due to low representativeness and small
sample size, the overall pattern appears to be that the planning process is relatively short- three to
four months prior to the commission of an incident. Planning and preparation occur concurrently
during this period and seems to be characterized by surveillance and meetings. Known
preparatory behaviors conclude three to six weeks prior to the incident, followed by a lull in

activity prior to the date of the incident.

Additional examination of the sequencing and spacing of these behaviors is needed to verify
these patterns however. Variations among types of terrorist groups were substantial however.
Environmental groups, for example, seem to engage in a shorter planning process then
international groups than international groups. Consequently, the temporal “patterns” we have
identified should be viewed as “averages™ until more data can be collected to confirm these

findings.
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SPATIAL PATTERNS OF AMERICAN TERRORISM

In this section, we review the spatial patterns of terrorism behavior resulting from the
analysis of the data using The Mapworks Inc. MATLAB7, ESRI’s ArcGIS, and Intergraph’s
GeoMedia 6 software. Our initial concern was the availability of geocodable data on residences,
planning locations, preparatory activities, and terrorism incidents. As it turned out, our research
team was able to geocode over one half of all activities. As shown in Table 9, however, there
was great variability in the quality of the available data which affected our ability to geocode

each category of activities.

Table 9. Geocoding success rate for each type of activity

. Types of Data_ - Records .. Records . Records
Collected Collected Geocoded Geocoded

Residences

Planning Locations 184 54 29%
Preparatory Activities 179 122 68%
Incidents 246 190 77%

The easiest activity to geocode was the location of the “incidents” — over three-quarters

of incident locations were geocoded. This was to be expected since targets are often described in
explicit detail in open records like indictments. In addition, we were able to find addresses for
almost one-half of the residences and preparatory activities. Unfortunately, we were less
successful with mapping “planning” activities. Again, this is not so surprising. Open source
records commonly reported that “a meeting took place” but there was no record of where the

meeting occurred. Rather than trying to estimate these locations or to impute any of these
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missing values, we treated them all as missing data and assumed that they are missing
completely at random, thereby minimizing any error. We show the geocoded locations of each
of the residences, planning locations, preparatory act locations, and incident locations in Figures
3-6. In Figure 7, we show a map with all geocoded locations presented. Please note that these
maps do not represent all terrorism incidents in the US during this period. Instead, these maps
show the locations of the case studies that were selected into the project. In Figures 8 and 9, we
show examples of how we measured linear distances between geocoded locations. In Figure 8,
for example, we show several examples that demonstrate the wide range of spatial dispersion
between planning acts, preparatory acts, and incidents. In Figure 9, we show the linear distances

between terrorist residence and the planning acts, preparatory acts, and incidents.

Figure 3. Location of terrorists’ residences
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Figure 6. Location of terrorists’ incidents
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Figure 7. Location of terrorists’ residences, planning acts, preparatory acts, and incidents
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Figure 8. Linear distance measurements between planning, preparatory acts, and incidents
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Figure 9. Linear distance measurements between terrorists’ activity

Points Meatured
=== Residence to inaident
e Residence to Pianting
s Residence 1o Activity

Linear Distance Measurements
Residence o Incident - Planning - Activity
Pre-Incident Ind ‘of Terrorist Activities

it Cetegh
Separibar 1005

@

uice: Pre-inosentlockeates
Crestydin AgGIG  Lting Attt At

42

Terrorism Research Center in Fulbright College




University of Arkansas

Once we completed our efforts to gather all of the geocoded information possible, we
experimented with several different ways to present the data. We settled on the use of “rose
diagrams,” a technique that allows the user to plot distance and direction from multiple points of

the same type.

Using the rose diagram technique allowed us to visualize any spatial patterns concerning
distance and direction for all of the incidents in our case studies. Our first step was to create a
circular figure with all of the “incidents” represented by the convergence of the lines in the
center of the circle. The circle then was oriented such that the top of the circle (12 o-clock™) is
north and the bottom of the circle is south. If one of the residences for terrorist Group A was
located 20 miles to the west of the incident, then we drew a line 20 “units” away from the center
(i.e. “incident”) to the left (i.e., “west”). If a residence of terrorist Group B was found to be
located 90 miles to the south of the incident, then we would draw a line 90 “units” away from the
center in the “6 o-clock position (i.e., “south™). Each line represents the direction and distance
from an incident to a terrorist residence. By representing the measurements from incidents to
terrorist residences in this way, we can visualize patterns involving directions or distances. One
“distance” was measured between each residence that corresponded with an incident, planning
location, or preparatory act.. In the following sections, we assess spatial relationships between

each of these four variables.

DISTANCE FROM INCIDENTS TO TERRORISTS’ RESIDENCES
In Figure 10, we present the first of a series of rose diagrams that plot distances and
directions away from a central location. In this case, we are showing the distances between

incidents (represented by the center of the diagram) and the residences (represented by the
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endpoint of the lines extending from the center of the diagram) for all 426 terrorist residences to
incident measurements. In cases where members of a terrorist group lived in multiple locations,
then a distance was calculated from the incident to each person’s residence (i.e., several

distances were calculated). This resulted in replicating several incidents in cases where we had
multiple “residence” data for an incident. Because there are some extreme outliers, we converted
all of the distances using a Log; transformation. Using this transformation, the concentric
circles represent distances of 30 miles, 90 miles, 270 miles, 810 miles, and 2,430 miles from the
terrorist incidents. This allows for quick visualization of where the terrorists where living or

staying prior to the commission of the incident.

Figure 10. Linear distance analysis from incidents to terrorists’ residences
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Preliminary inspection of the diagram suggests that the majority of residences are either
located to the northeast or the southwest of each terrorist incident. In future analyses, especially
after outliers are removed, we will employ further spatial analytical techniques that will allow us
to more fully explore any directional patterns. For now, direction is not as important to our

research focus as distance.

More details about distances are available in Table 10. On average, terrorist residences are
located 397 miles away from the incidents with the maximum distance being 2,570 miles.
Almost half (46%) are within 30 miles. In later analyses, we will delete the extreme outliers
(e.g., Unabomber and Omega 7) to present more precise tables and maps. It is still useful,

however, to use these data to examine these unique spatial patterns.

Table 10. Statistics for incident-to-residence rose diagram using all terrorist incidents

Statistics
n =426

Logarithmic Scale: Log10
46% are 0 - 30 miles

Natural Breaks
47% are 0 - 38 miles

Minimum: 0 miles

8% are 31-90 miles

7% are 46 - 103 miles

Maximum: 2,570 miles

9% are 91 -270 miles

13% are 114 - 410 miles

Mean: 394 miles

9% are 271 - 810 miles

6% are 440 - 985 miles

Std. dev: 514

28% are 811 -2570 miles

27% are 1077 - 2570 miles

One important question that we had was whether there were differences by terrorist group

type in the distances from the incident to the residence. These data are presented in Table 11.

Here, we observe some interesting results. Clearly, international terrorists have a strikingly

bimodal pattern. One-half of the international terrorists’ residences were located within 18 miles

of the incident while more than one-third of their residences were 900 miles away from the

incident. Left-wing terrorists during the 1970s and into the 1980s traditionally engaged in urban
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terrorism, so it is not unexpected that their incidents are also very close to their residences.
Indeed, over one-half of all left-wing terrorist acts took place within 15 miles of the group’s
residence. On the other hand, right-wing terrorist incidents present a much different picture.

Only about one-third of all right-wing terrorism residences were within 38 miles of the incident.

Table 11. Natural breaks statistics for incident-to-residence by terrorist type

International n = 262 Single Issue n =68

50% are 0-18 miles

43% are 1.26 — 28 miles

3% are 78-114 miles

15% are 46 - 82 miles

7% are 192-289 miles

16% are 144 - 447 miles

39% are 924-1098 miles

25% are 732 - 2570 miles

Left Wing n =33 Right Wing n=71
52% are 0-15 miles 32% are 0-38 miles

18% are 44-130 miles

20% are 51-103 miles

24% are 211-309 miles

17% are 233-394 miles

6% are 1656-2134 miles

10% are 457-481 miles

21% are 712-877 miles

Direct comparison between international and right-wing terrorists is difficult because the
distance intervals in Table 11 are not standardized. These intervals were created based on
“natural” breakpoints in the data. To standardize these comparisons, we created a Log;
transformation of the data similar to the rose diagram and the data are presented in Table 12.
This standardization of the distance cutoffs makes the between-terror type comparisons more
straightforward. Even with these transformations, the differences are quite stark. Clearly, except
for outliers (e.g., Omega 7), international terrorists tend to live much closer to their target than
right-wing terrorists. This suggests that right-wing terrorists might be more mobile and find

getting around the country to be easier. In contrast, it may reflect their traditional rural base of
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operation, reflecting their ideological goal of targeting “the pollution of urban life” (Smith,
1994). This would necessitate greater travel distances from their rural homes to targets in nearby

cities.

Table 12. Log, statistics for incident-to-residence by terrorist type

50% are 0-30 miles

International n=262

“Single Issue n =68
43% are 0-30 miles

2% are 31-90 miles

16% are 31-90 miles

5% are 91-270 miles

3% are 91-270 miles

3% are 271-810 miles

21% are 271-810 miles

39% are 811-2430 miles

52% are 0-30 miles

18% are 811-2430 miles

Left Wing n =33 Right Wing n=71

27% are 0-30 miles

6% are 31-90 miles

20% are 31-90 miles

24% are 91-270 miles

13% are 91-270 miles

12% are 271-810 miles

32% are 271-810 miles

6% are 811-2430 miles

8% are 811-2430 miles

DISTANCES FROM INCIDENTS TO PLANNING ACTIVITIES

In the following sets of analyses, we examine the spatial relationship between the planning
acts, preparatory acts, and the terrorist incidents. In Figure 13, for example, we present the rose
diagram comparing the distances between terrorism incidents (represented by the center of the
diagram) and all 65 terrorist planning activities (represented by the endpoint of the lines
extending from the center of the diagram). Note that there are fewer planning incidents mapped
here than in earlier figures because we have fewer “matches” between planning addresses and

incident addresses. As before, we converted all of the distances using a Log; transformation

47 Terrorism Research Center in Fulbright College




University of Arkansas

resulting in standardized concentric circles represent distances of 30 miles, 90 miles, 270 miles,

810 miles, and 2,430 miles from the incident location.

Visual examination of the rose diagram reveals that a large majority of the terrorist planning
activities are either located to the northwest or to the southeast of the terrorist incidents and that
most planning acts took place within 30 miles of the incident. As shown in Table 19, terrorist
planning activities occurred about 122 miles away, on average, from the terrorist incident groups
with the maximum distance being 576 miles. Almost half (46%) of planning acts occur within
30 miles of the incident while about 41% of the planning activities are more than 90 miles away

from the incident.

Figure 11. Linear distance analysis of incident-to-terrorist planning activities

o
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Table 13. Statistics for incident-to-planning acts using all terrorist incidents

Statisties
n=65

Logarithmic Scale Log10.

46% are 0- 29 miles

Minimum: 1.04 miles

5% are 30-89 miles

Maximum: 576 miles

32% are 90-269 miles

Mean: 122 miles

9% are 270-809 miles

Std.dev: 142

0% are 810-2356 miles

We examine differences in the distances from incident to planning activities by terrorist

group type in Table 20 (with the Log transformation data presented in Table 21). The number

of points to map is severely constricted here, so interpretation of the findings is uncertain. That

said, it appears that there is no difference in the distances between incidents and planning acts for

any of the categories of terrorists. That is, about one half of all planning acts occur very close to

the incidents regardless of terror type.

Table 14. Natural breaks statistics for incident-to-planning acts by terrorist type

International. .n.=.39
54% are 1-23 miles

Single Issue n=2

50% are 3 miles

46% are 260-262 miles
Left Wing n=2
50% are 0- 1.5 miles

50% are 289 miles
Right Wing n =22
55% are 14-19 miles

50% are 43 miles

9% are 54 miles

14% are 103-104 miles

23% are 350-576 miles
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Table 15. Log10 statistics for incident-to-planning acts by terrorist type

“International n=39 -
54% are 0-30 miles

—Singlelssue n=2-

50% are 0-30 miles

0% are 31-90 miles

0% are 31-90 miles

46% are 91-270 miles

0% are 91-270 miles

0% are 271-810 miles

50% are 271-810 miles

0% are 811-2430 miles
Left Wing n=2
50% are 0-30 miles

0% are 811-2430 miles
Right Wing n =22
55% are 0-30 miles

50% are 31-90 miles

9% are 31-90 miles

0% are 91-270 miles

14% are 91-270 miles

0% are 271-810 miles

23% are 271-810 miles

0% are 811-2430 miles

0% are 811-2430 miles

30 miles of the incident.

DISTANCES FROM INCIDENTS TO PREPARATORY ACTIVITIES

Having examined the relationship between incidents and planning activities, we now turn to
preparatory activities. Figure 14, where we present a rose diagram comparing the distances
between terrorism incident (represented by the center of the diagram) and all 134 terrorist

planning activities (represented by the endpoint of the lines extending from the center of the

The directional pattern shows that the majority of terrorist preparatory acts are either located
to the northeast or to the southwest of the terrorist incidents. In Table 22, we observe that
terrorist preparatory acts occur about 129 miles away from the terrorist incident groups with the

maximum distance being 239 miles. Almost two-thirds (61%) of preparatory acts occur within
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Figure 12. Linear distance analysis of terrorists’ incident-to-preparatory acts

Table 16. Statistics for incident-to-preparatory acts using all terrorist incidents

Statistics Logarithmic Scale: Log10

n=134 61% are 0- 29 miles
Minimum: 0 miles 10% are 30-89 miles
Maximum: 1093 miles 12% are 90-269 miles
Mean: 129 miles 13% are 270-809 miles
Std.dev: 239 4% are 810-2356 miles
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Finally, we examine differences in the distances from incident to preparatory acts by terror
type in Table 23 (with the Logyo transformation data presented in Table 24). It appears that
international (76%) and single issue (71%) terrorist groups are much more likely to conduct their
preparatory acts close to the terrorist target, while left-wing (35%) and right-wing (49%) terrorist

groups are more likely to separate their preparatory acts from their targets.

Table 17. Natural breaks statistics for incident-to-preparatory acts by terrorist type

“International n =49 Single Issue n =14
76% are 0-28 miles 71% are 0-12 miles
6% are 70-75 miles 21% are 24-28 miles
10% are 336-760 miles 7% are 628 miles

8% are 1082-1093 miles

Left Wing n =23 Right Wing n =47

35% are 0.5-28 miles 49% are 0-10 miles
26% are 39-61 miles 13% are 25-52 miles
39% are 160-224 miles 6% are 94-160 miles

30% are 233-465 miles
4% are 533-812 miles

The reason for this pattern among the international terrorists is likely due to their relatively
limited mobility. Among single issue terrorists, on the other hand, we are probably observing the
use of “uncoordinated violence” approaches by environmental and anti-abortion extremists,
which results in local targeting by “lone wolves” sympathetic to these causes. Data are being
collected on a series of indictments involving environmental extremists that may alter this

finding.
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Table 18. Logl10 Statistics for incident-to-preparatory acts by terrorist type

International n=49

Single Issue n=14_

76% are 0-30 miles

93% are 0-30 miles

6% are 31-90 miles

0% are 31-90 miles

0% are 91-270 miles

0% are 91-270 miles

10% are 271-810 miles

7% are 271-810 miles

8% are 811-2430 miles
Left Wing n =23

35% are 0-30 miles

0% are 811-2430 miles
Right Wing n =47
50% are 0-30 miles

26% are 31-90 miles

10% are 31-90 miles

39% are 91-270 miles

15% are 91-270 miles

0% are 271-810 miles

23% are 271-810 miles

0% are 811-2430 miles

2% are 811-2430 miles

miles from the terrorists’ planning activities.

DISTANCE FROM PLANNING ACTIVITIES TO TERRORISTS’ RESIDENCES

In Figure 11, we present the rose diagram showing the distances between planning locations
(represented by the center of the diagram) and the terrorists’ residences (represented by the
endpoint of the lines extending from the center of the diagram) for all 173 terrorist planning
locations to incidents. As before, we displayed all of the distances using a Log;, transformation.

The concentric circles represent distances of 30 miles, 90 miles, 270 miles, 810 miles, and 2430
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Figure 13. Linear distance analysis of planning activities-to-terrorists’ residences

Directional analysis suggests that the majority of terrorist planning activities are either
located to the north and northeast or the south and southwest of the terrorist residences. When
we examine the data in Table 13, we see that, on average, terrorist planning activities occur 271
miles away from the residence of terrorist groups with the maximum distance being 2595 miles.
The high average, however, is due to several large outliers at around 800 miles. As the left side
of Table 13 suggests, however, most of the recorded planning acts were conducted close to
home. Over half (70%) of the planning acts took place within 30 miles of the terrorist

residences. This is logical since planning activities, unlike preparatory acts, are more likely to
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involve meetings, phone calls, and other explicitly non-criminal conduct. Consequently,
terrorists do not seem to feel compelled to avoid the use of their own residences or nearby
facilities for their activities. As we shall demonstrate, however, terrorists tend to venture farther

out when the preparatory phase begins.

Table 19. Statistics for planning-to-residence using all terrorist incidents

Statistics Logarithmic Scale: Log10
n=173 70% are 0-29 miles
Minimum: O miles 6 % are 30-89 miles
Maximum: 2595 miles 3% are 90-269 miles
Mean: 271 miles 8 % are 270-809 miles
Std.dev: 557 14% are 810-2595 miles

We examine differences in the distances from residence to planning activities by terrorist
group type in Table 14. As with the residence-to-incident data, we observe striking differences
between international terrorists and right-wing terrorists (the sample size for left-wing and single
issues terrorists is too small to warrant discussion). For international terrorists, all but two
planning activities occurred within 19 miles of the residence. For right-wing terrorists, on the
other hand, almost half of all recorded planning activities occurred more than 30 miles from the
residence. Again, this suggests far greater mobility (and perhaps a more widespread network) on
the part of the right-wing terrorists compared to international terrorists. The Logio
transformations of the data are presented in Table 15. Even with these transformations, we see
the same variation observed in Table 14. International terrorists are more likely to conduct the
majority of their planning acts close to home while right-wing terrorists tend to engage in

planning activities further from home.
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Table 20. Natural breaks statistics for planning-to-residence by terrorist type

87% are 0-19 miles

International n=15

56% are 0-30 miles

‘RightWing n=57

6% are 260 miles

5% are 60-131 miles

6% are 272 miles

7% are 346-593 miles

Left Wing n=5
60% are 1.5 miles

12% are 758-810 miles
Single Issue n=2
50% are 259 miles

20% are 8 miles

50% are 293 miles

20% are 15 miles

Table 21. Log; statistics for planning-to-residence by terrorist type

International n=15

Single Issue n=2

86% are 0-30 miles

0% are 0-30 miles

0% are 31-90 miles

0% are 31-90 miles

7% are 91-270 miles

100% are 91-270 miles

7% are 271-810 miles

0% are 271-810 miles

0% are 811-2430 miles
Left Wing n=5
100% are 0-30 miles

0% are 811-2430 miles
Right Wing n = 57
51% are 0-30 miles

0% are 31-90 miles

7% are 31-90 miles

0% are 91-270 miles

2% are 91-270 miles

0% are 271-810 miles

39% are 271-810 miles

0% are 811-2430 miles

0% are 811-2430 miles
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DISTANCE FROM PREPARATORY ACTIVITIES TO TERRORISTS’ RESIDENCES

In Figure 12, we present the rose diagram showing the distances between preparatory activity
locations (represented by the center of the diagram) and the terrorists’ residences (represented by
the endpoint of the lines extending from the center of the diagram) for all 102 terrorist
preparatory activities to residences measurements. Once again, we created concentric circles that
represent Logio transformation distances of 30 miles, 90 miles, 270 miles, 810 miles, and 2,430

miles from the terrorists’ preparatory activities.

Figure 14. Linear distance analysis of preparatory activities-to-terrorists’ residences
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Although directional issues may be an artifact of the data, it is interesting that the majority of
terrorist preparatory activities are either located to the northeast or the southwest of the terrorist
residence. This pattern also appeared in other rose diagrams. More details about distances are
shown in Table 16. On average, terrorist preparatory activities occur 268 miles away from the
residence of terrorist groups with the maximum distance being 1897 miles. Almost than (49%)

of preparatory acts occur within 30 miles of the residence.

Table 22. Statistics for preparatory acts-to-residence using all terrorist incidents

Statistics Logarithmic Scale: Log10
n =102 49% are 0- 29 miles
Minimum: 0 miles 12% are 30-89 miles
Maximum: 1897 miles 8% are 90-269 miles
Mean: 268 miles 19% are 270-809 miles
Std.dev: 420 12% are 810-2356 miles

We examine differences in the distances from residence to planning activities by terrorist
group type in Table 17. As with the previous data comparing residence to incident, international
terrorists commit more than one-half (53%) of their preparatory acts within 24 miles of their
residence. Similarly, all of the left-wing terrorists committed their preparatory acts within 3
miles of their residence — not surprising given the prevalence with which they engaged in urban
terrorism. Note, however, that we only were able to geocode 8 such acts. In comparison, less
than 40% of right-wing terrorists and 30% of single issue terrorists conducted their preparatory

acts close to home. Loglo transformation data are presented in Table 18 with similar

interpretations.
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53% are 0- 24 miles

It is interesting to compare these findings with the residence-to-incident and residence-to-
planning data. For the most part, it appears that planning activities take place close to the
terrorist homes. As the group moves closer to the actual terrorist incident, they begin to engage
in preparatory acts but these acts tend to take place further from home. This may be an attempt
to minimize the likelihood of detection or (as in the case of rural right wing terrorists) it may be
because the preparatory acts require “secondary targets” that are located in locations in cities
some distance from their home. In any case, there seems to be a “natural” progression from
planning close to home, to conducting preparatory acts a little further away from home, and then

traveling even further away from home to conduct the terrorist act itself.

Table 23. Natural breaks statistics for preparatory acts-to-residence by terrorist type

Single Issue n =33
30% are 0- 11 miles

7% are 71-76 miles

20% are 114-285 miles

11% are 337-762 miles

24% are 366-811 miles

29% are 1090-2130 miles
Left Wing n=8
100% are 0-3 miles

27% are 1866-2082 miles
Right Wing n =102
39% are 0- 39 miles

31% are 49-71 miles

6% are 104-120 miles

19% are 205-311 miles

6% are 417-736miles
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Table 24. Log10 statistics for preparatory acts-to-residence by terrorist type

“International n=45"

—..Single Issue n =33

53% are 0-30 miles

30% are 0-30 miles

7% are 31-90 miles

0% are 31-90 miles

0% are 91-270 miles

12% are 91-270 miles

11% are 271-810 miles

27% are 271-810 miles

27% are 811-2430 miles
Left Wing n=38
100% are 0-30 miles

30% are 811-2430 miles
Right Wing n =102
36% are 0-30 miles

0% are 31-90 miles

34% are 31-90 miles

0% are 91-270 miles

10% are 91-270 miles

0% are 271-810 miles

20% are 271-810 miles

0% are 811-2430 miles

0% are 811-2430 miles

DISTANCE FROM PREPARATORY ACTIVITIES TO TERRORISTS’ PLANNING ACTIVITIES
In Figure 15, we present the rose diagram comparing the distances between terrorism
preparatory activities (represented by the center of the diagram) and all 140 planning activities
(represented by the endpoint of the lines extending from the center of the diagram). As before,
we converted all of the distances using a Log), transformation. While many of the planning acts
occur within 30 miles of the preparatory acts, there is also a lot of dispersion of the acts with
many more than 90 miles apart. It appears that the majority of terrorist planning acts are either
located to the northeast, to the north, or to the southwest of the terrorist preparatory acts. In
Table 25, we note that terrorist planning activities occur about 156 miles away on average from

the terrorist incident groups (maximum distance = 225 miles). Less than half (44%) of planning

60 Terrorism Research Center in Fulbright College




University of Arkansas

activities occur within 30 miles of the preparatory acts while almost one-third of planning

activities are between 90 and 279 miles from the preparatory acts.

Figure 15. Linear distance analysis of preparatory acts-to-terrorist planning
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Table 25. Statistics for preparatory acts-to-terrorist planning using all terrorist incidents

_Logarithmic Scale: Logio
44% are 0- 29 miles

Minimum: 0 miles 10% are 30-89 miles
Maximum: 1094 miles 30% are 90-269 miles
Mean: 156 miles 12% are 270-809 miles
Std.dev: 225 4% are 810-2356 miles

We examine differences in the distances from preparatory acts to terrorist planning activities
by terrorist ideology in Table 26 (with the Log)o transformation data presented in Table 27). It
appears that more than half of international terrorist groups (59%) conduct their preparatory acts
within 36 miles of their terrorist planning acts. That compares with only 16% of right-wing
groups. The sample size for single issue and left wing terrorist groups is too small to warrant
discussion. In future analyses, we will standardize the distance intervals to make comparison

between the groups easier.

Table 26. Natural breaks statistics for preparatory -to-terrorist planning by terrorist type

International n =83
59% are 0-36 miles
34% are 258-274 miles
6% are 1093-1094 miles

Single Issue n=5
80% are 289-300 miles
20% are 768 miles

43% are0 miles

Left Wing n=7 Right Wing n=45

16% are 0-3 miles

29% are 7-8 miles

29% are 49-60 miles

29% are 15-18 miles

31% are 93-192 miles

24% are 220-427 miles
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Table 27. Log10 statistics for preparatory acts-to-terrorist planning by terrorist type

“International n =83 SingleIssue n=5_
58% are 0-30 miles 0% are 0-30 miles
1% are 31-90 miles 0% are 31-90 miles
30% are 91-270 miles 0% are 91-270 miles
4% are 271-810 miles 100% are 271-810 miles
6% are 811-2430 miles 0% are 811-2430 miles
Left Wing n=7 Right Wing n =45
100% are 0-30 miles 16% are 0-30 miles
0% are 31-90 miles 29% are 31-90 miles
0% are 91-270 miles 33% are 91-270 miles
0% are 271-810 miles 20% are 271-810 miles
0% are 811-2430 miles 0% are 811-2430 miles

LINEAR VS. NON-LINEAR SPATIAL RELATIONSHIPS

The findings for the last three sets of rose diagrams present an interesting scenario.
Remember that our earlier findings (Figures 10-12) suggested that residence-to-planning act
distances (D1, mean = 271 miles) tended to be longer than residence-to-preparatory act distances
(D2, mean = 268 miles) and that both sets of distances were shorter than residence-to-incident
distances (D3, mean = 397 miles). These findings imply that the planning and preparatory
activities took place in around the same area in relation to the incident locations. From this, one
might assume an activity space where planning and preparation take place in close proximity as

shown in Figure 16.
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Figure 16. Hypothesized linear relationship between residence, planning acts, preparatory

acts, and incident

- Incident
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Our most recent analyses (Figures 13-15), however, suggest a different kind of relationship.
In fact, the average distance between planning acts and incidents (122 miles) and between
preparatory acts and incidents (129 miles) is virtually the same. In addition, preparatory acts are
much further away from planning acts (156 miles on average) than from the incident location.
That is, the spatial movement from planning acts to preparatory acts to incident is not linear at
all. Instead, the spatial relationship between the activities may look more like Figure 17. The
data suggest that planning acts, to the extent that they occur away from the home, tend to be
conducted in the opposite direction from the residence as the preparatory acts. Thus, if a terrorist
group conducts planning activities to the west of the residence and the target, then they seem
more likely to conduct their preparatory acts to the east of the residence and the target. This

might be an attempt to disperse activity prior to the terrorist incident so as to keep a low profile
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before the incident takes place. These findings are preliminary, of course, but they suggest the

need for further investigation.

Figure 17. Hypothesized non-linear relationship between residence, planning acts,

preparatory acts, and incident
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Having examined the spatial dispersion of terrorist residences, planning activities,

preparatory acts, and incidents at a broad level (Figures 3-9) and the comparative distances level
(Figures 10-15), we now turn to examining how the pre-incident database can be used to perform
case studies. First, we present a brief discussion of how the distances included in the World
Trade Center bombing of 1993 can be illustrated using our data. In Figure 18, we show a screen
shot of how the data are presented using ESRI’s ArcGIS software. This is an expanded view of

the events surrounding the bombing. This map is approximately 250 miles wide.

Figure 18. World Trade Center-93 Case Study linear distance analysis (small scale)
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As is evident, much of the activity took place very near to the intended target in downtown
Manbhattan, NY. The one exception is a series of telephone calls and a visit that were made to
one of the co-conspirators in prison at Albany, NY, some 150 miles away (represented by the
yellow dot in the upper left hand corner of the diagram). Otherwise, the preparatory acts (orange
dots), the residences (green dots), and the incident itself (red dot) are bunched relatively close
together. In Figure 19, we show a much zoomed in version (about 15 miles across) of the map
shown in Figure 18. Here, along with the incident (red dot) we observe the many planning
(yellow dots) and preparatory acts (orange dots) surrounding the residences (green dots) of the

attackers.

Figure 19. World Trade Center-93 Case Study linear distance analysis (large scale)
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In another case study of international terrorism, we show a map of the Lackawanna Six in
Figure 20. In this map, we see that all of the indictees lived within six blocks of the recruiting
center (shown in red). In the appendix, we have included a number of other case study maps that

show the strength, capacity, and flexibility of the pre-incident indicators database.

Figure 20. Example of Lackawanna Six Case Study linear distance analysis

Lackawanna Six
All residences within 6 blocks
including the recruitment location.

t-Elbaheh
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V. SUMMARY AND DISCUSSION

We began this project knowing that our goals, while lofty, were also challenging. Were
sufficient open source data available to conduct analyses and, even if data existed, would
patterns emerge from the data? Further, we were uncertain about the quality of the data that
were available. In fact, one of the underlying goals of the study really focused on the feasibility
of the methodology. So much of our proposed analysis plan depended on the kind of data that
we were able to obtain. Indeed, our objectives evolved and expanded as our appreciation for the
data grew. We are pleased to report that the use of such data is feasible and, more importantly,
that preliminary analyses suggest that important patterns and spatial variations do exist among

terrorist groups.

Our most important early task was to develop an understanding of the data, where it is, how
best to store and enter it, and how to display it. After meeting with our subject matter experts
and then the CIRAT team, we began to sift though the available data until we knew the wide
variety of variables that could be coded. Once that major task was completed, we developed a
methodology that allowed us to quantitatively code data that show both temporal and spatial
relationships among variables related to terrorism incidents. The plan was to have the CIRAT
team conduct a wide scale search of publicly available data and then to enter it into a relational
database that would allow for a thorough examination of our research questions. The CIRAT
team created a coding template (shown in Figure 21) that allowed for the entry of all the data
used in this project. This database, in combination with the GIS software, became the important

tool that enabled us to address our research questions.
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Figure 21. Example of coding schedule for pre-incident indicator database
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After creating a complex, relational database that contained information on incidents,
planning acts, preparatory activities, and residence locations, we were then able to address our

key research questions:

1. How long, on average, does it take between terrorism group formation and the actual
terrorism incident — and what role does the timing of the planning and preparatory acts play in

this temporal relationship?

2. How close do terrorism groups live to their terrorism targets — and what is the spatial
relationship between residences and the location of incidents, planning and preparatory

activities?
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In this concluding section of the report, we summarize our findings and then suggest ways
that the findings can inform law enforcement. We also consider how the pre-incident indicator

database might be strengthened so that it is more useful.

TERRORISTS “THINK GLOBALLY, ACT LOCALLY” — FINDINGS AND IMPLICATIONS

Our exploratory study breaks new ground by examining the temporal and spatial distribution
of terrorist group activities. The findings demonstrate the potential uses of geospatial
methodologies using open source data on terrorism. Because of incidents like the September 11,
2001 attacks, there is a tendency to think of terrorists as operating from afar and selecting targets
great distances from where the terrorists reside or have been indoctrinated. While this may be
true to some extent regarding the September 11 attackers, most terrorism occurring on American
soil has been conducted by persons who have resided here in the United States for some time

(Smith, 1994).

Although terrorist groups have a “world view” or ideology that encompasses more than their
local communities, results from this project suggests strongly that, in general, terrorists targeted
facilities or persons relatively close to their places of residence. Unfortunately, we are not able
to determine the causal sequence from the data that we have available to us. On the one hand,
the terrorists may have selected their targets and then moved their residence to be near the target.
On the other hand, they may simply have selected a target that was close to where they lived.
The key finding, however, is that many of the terrorists in our data resided for at least a short
time within thirty to fifty miles of the eventual target. In future studies, we plan on expanding
our case study data so that we can assess which scenario is most common. The current data do

not permit greater insight at this time.
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Our research project revealed a bi-modal spatial distribution of terrorist planning and
targeting. About one-half of the terrorists in the study resided, planned, and prepared for
terrorism relatively close to the eventual target. Another one-fourth lived and planned their acts
a distance of several hundred miles from the terrorist target. These two patterns reflect
operational variations among terrorist groups. In particular, the latter strategy reflected the use
of air transportation for planning and operational activities or the use of postal services as a
means of weapons delivery. While this bi-modal pattern existed for all three of the most
prominent types of American terrorism since 1990 — right wing, single issue, and international, it
was most prominent among international terrorists. Nearly 90% of the residence-to-incident
measurements for international terrorists were either within 30 miles or more than 811 miles.
Examples of this phenomenon among international terrorists included participants in the 1993
bombing of the World Trade Center and members of Omega 7, the Cuban independence group

from the 1980s.

If preparatory behaviors can serve as pre-incident indicators to local law enforcement
agencies, it is important to know the relationship between where these acts occur and the location
of the residence of the terrorist and the target location. Once again, approximately one-half of
the terrorists lived within a thirty mile radius of where they committed their planning activities.
The same pattern persists when examining the relationship between the location of preparatory

behaviors and the target location.

Almost two-thirds of the preparatory activities occurred within this same 30 mile radius of
the target. This pattern was most apparent among international and single-issue terrorists, where

three quarters of the preparatory acts of international terrorists occurred within 30 miles. The
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reasons these offenders do not venture far from their residences may be related to new
immigration status, lack of transportation, lack of knowledge of the urban landscape, an attempt
to minimize attention or a variety of other reasons. Among single issue terrorists, 71% occurred
within 12 miles and 92% of the preparatory acts occurred within 28 miles of the target. This is
probably due to the use of “uncoordinated violence” approaches by environmental and anti-
abortion extremists, which results in local targeting by “lone wolves” sympathetic to these

causes.

For law enforcement intervention, the implications of these geospatial patterns are two-fold.
The “long distance prong” of this bi-modal pattern can be addressed by airport and mail delivery
security systems. Improved airiaort security will not only prevent the use of airliners as weapons
delivery systems, it can also disrupt travel by terrorists engaged in long range planning activities.
Similarly, improved scanning and security at mail facilities will disrupt the major source of

weapons delivery among terrorists who select targets outside their local communities.

The “local prong” of this distribution of terrorist activities should be of considerable concern
to local officials. For local law enforcement, knowledge that most terrorists “act locally” can be
an important mindset as investigative agencies seek to prevent terrorism or apprehend the
perpetrators of these acts. These local patterns may be used by agencies to more efficiently
patrol known, high risk target areas and gather intelligence on suspected activities within a
specific range from potential targets. The spatial relationship between the location of the
planning/preparatory acts and the terrorism target, once better understood, should also prove

helpful for investigation and tactical actions by law enforcement.
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The temporal data identified through this project proved to be less revealing. Although the
average lengths of time in the planning process can be calculated, they are less reflective of
consistent patterns of conduct than they appear. Temporal data was difficult to obtain and the
groups studied varied widely in their utilization of time. Even more ominous is the finding that
environmental terrorism - projected to be the most prevalent form of American terrorism over the
next decade (Jarboe, 2002) — was also the type of group that committed the fewest number of

preparatory acts per incident.

By definition, the implementation of uncoordinated violence tactics implies an increase in
“lone wolf” and individual “direct actions.” Neither do these tactics necessarily preclude the use
of weapons of mass destruction, which are commonly believed to require multiple participants to
develop and utilize. One only need recall the bombing of the Murrah Federal Building to
comprehend the difficulty this tactical approach presents to interdiction efforts. Additional
information on group processes, particularly data on the temporal sequencing of preparatory

activities, may reveal patterns useful to local and federal counterterrorism efforts.

Our study brings us closer to understanding how soon an incident is likely to happen
following the completion of planning and preparatory activities and, even more, how terrorist
groups “move.” For example, our original hypothesis about a linear progression from the
residence, to planning acts, to preparatory acts, to the terrorism incident appears to be incorrect.
It appears, on the other hand, that terrorists spread out their “pre-incident” activities spatially,

perhaps so as to not attract attention to their plans prematurely.

Our study also suggests that terror type, including their ideology and subsequent

organizational and tactical structure, plays a key role in determining terrorist mobility during the
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pre-incident time. The data suggest that international terrorists seem to live much closer to the
intended target than do other forms of terrorism. This might be because of a perceived lack of
mobility by international terrorists or the fact that right wing terrorists, who dominated domestic
terrorism during the past decade, have tended to live in rural areas, relatively far away from
ideologically valuable targets. Left wing terrorists in the 1970s and early 1980s tended to engage
in primarily acts of urban terrorism which resulted in their living relatively close to their targets

as well (Smith, 1994).

IMPROVEMENTS

While we have made great strides in furthering our understanding of the spatial and
temporal relationships between places and acts, there is still much that can be done. First, we
have discovered that it is very difficult to collect the kind of data needed for an examination of
the temporal relationships in terrorism incidents. Very good data exist for some case studies but
data quality is not consistent across cases. The relationships are very difficult to quantify. This
probably means that, for the time being, a greater focus needs to be placed on qualitative

assessments of small sample cases studies in order to learn more about these relationships.

Second, there is considerable variation in the amount of available spatial data (although
the spatial data availability is better than the temporal data). Still, unless a specific case garnered
a lot of attention in the news or in other forms of media, then little is known about some cases.
This is especially the case for the planning activities data. While it is clear that phone calls and
meetings were held, the data do not show where they happened in all cases. Thus, to the extent
that we have full information on some cases, it might be that these cases are very unique
(compared to the cases that did not garner much information). This potential lack of

generalizability, of course, weakens our efforts to infer to all terrorism incidents.
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Third, we have not yet fully tapped the power of the database and the GIS software to
examine the spatial relationships in the data. While we have examined briefly the direction of
the key spatial relationships, for example, more could be done. In the future, we plan to examine
this more closely. While our very preliminary analyses confirm our “eye ball” estimation that
terrorists tend to live to the southwest or northeast of their target, for example, we plan to

investigate this relationship further using ESRI’s ArcGIS spatial statistics package.

Finally, we were troubled by some of the extreme outliers regarding distance and how
they might skew the interpretation. In many of these case studies, the distances include air travel
(e.g., Omega 7) or mailing bombs to other locations (e.g., Unabomber). To investigate this
problem, we examined the data by controlling for these extreme outliers. For example, in Table
28, we present the linear distance between terrorists’ residences and terrorist incidents both

including and excluding air travel as a mode of transportation.

Table 28. Breakdown of linear distance analysis of terrorists’ residences to terrorist

incidents excluding mode of travel

Including Air Travel Excluding Air Travel
n =433 N =317

Minimum: O miles Minimum: 0 miles
Maximum: 2569 miles Maximum: 877 miles
Mean: 394 miles Mean: 121 miles
Std.dev: 497 Std.dev: 208

When the mode of travel between residence and incident is taken into account, the

average distance between locations changes significantly. Specifically, the average number of
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miles between residence and terrorist incident decreased by almost 70% (from a mean of 394
miles to a mean of 121 miles). Table 29 shows a similar breakdown, though not so dramatic,
when we calculate distances between residence and activity, planning and activity, and incident
and activity. Clearly, in future analyses, we need to pay attention to air vs. non-air travel as a

mode of transportation when we examine distances.

Table 29. Breakdown of linear distance analysis of other key measurements taking mode of

travel into account

Including Air Travel Excluding Air Travel
Numberof =~ Mean  Numberof = Mean

" Measurement Measurements Distance Measurements  Distance
Residence to 189 295 miles 166 116 miles
Activity
Planning to 140 156 miles 135 121 miles
Activity
incident to 134 129 miles 130 100 miles
Activity

THE FUTURE

The project team was successful in creating a methodology that allows researchers and
justice officials to consider temporal and (especially) spatial relationships between where
terrorists live and where they act. The template and methodology is in place but more could be
done. For many of the case studies included in the project, the data are not complete. An
important future task would be to complete the data fields for the current cases in the database.

In addition, there are other cases that should be added to the database. We created a purposive
(non-random) sample based on our estimation of data availability. As a result, our ability to infer

to all terrorists groups is negatively affected. Thus, the current database would benefit
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tremendously from continued funding to increase the quality of the data and the

representativeness of the sample.

Besides just adding additional cases, we also plan to use what we have learned here to
compare the pre-incident behavior of terrorists to non-terrorist criminals. We have explored a
set of criminal behaviors engaged in by terrorist groups while planning their eventual attacks, but
it is difficult to understand our findings without putting them in context. How different are the
temporal and spatial relationships among burglars and bank robbers in comparison to terrorists?
What commonalities might we observe among organized crime groups, criminal gangs, and
terrorists regarding the preparatory activities that are conducted prior to an “incident?” These

questions will be addressed in future studies.

Another key task of research projects like this is to assure that the data are available to
analysts beyond the research team. We have begun discussions with the Memorial Institute for
the Prevention of Terrorism (MIPT) about the possibility of making the database available to the
public on their Terrorism Knowledge Base (TKB). MIPT has expressed a great deal of interest

in adding Pre-Incident Indicators Database (PIID) to its website (http://www.tkb.org/Home.jsp).

When the PIID is loaded to the TKB, it will stand alongside the National Counterterrorism
Center’s Worldwide Incidents Tracking System (WITS), RAND’s chronology of international
and US terrorism incidents, and the American Terrorism Study dataset. The research team has
worked with MIPT and its technology contractor (DFIL, International) for several years, so a solid
relationship is already in place that will easily accommodate making the data publicly available.
The long-term stability of the MIPT TKB will ensure that scholars, policy makers, and

enforcement officials will have access to the database and our subsequent findings for years.
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APPENDIX B. CODEBOOK /VARIABLE LIST

1 ID Event ID is automatically generated

2 CATEGORY Category of terrorism

3 CASESTUDY | Case Study that event relates to

This column will be filled out later by those conducting analysis
4 TYPE1 and will not appear on the form at this time. It will contain
"preparatory”, "ancillary" etc.

Categorize the event into one of the types from the dropdown. If

S TYPE2 the type is not present then contact administrator for inclusion
6 OCCUR Did the event occur or was it just planned?

This is the date the event occured. If the day of the month is not
7 DATE know then the 15 th is used. The actual date can be found in

the other date fields

8 DESCRIPT ex. Attempted bombing of the J. Edgar Hoover Building in New

York, NY
9 HOUR Time that the event occured/started or was to occur/start
10 MONTH Month that event occured/was to occur
11 DAY Day that event occured/was to occur
12 YEAR Year that event occured/ was to occur

Describe the address ex. "John Does House" or "Alfred P.

13 NAME Murrah Federal Buidling" etc.

14 ADDRESS This field is for the concatenated address

Address number where event occured ex. "1900" from the "1900

15 ADD_NUM Main Street" address

This would be the street name portion of the address ex. "Main"

16 ADD_NAM from the "1900 Main Street" address
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D_EVENT Table Con’t

This is the street type portion of the address in its abbreviated

o ADD_TYP form ex "ST" from the "1900 Main Street" address
If the address for the event is not a standardized address that
18 ADD _ALT fits into the fields above then please record all information here.
ex. "route 1 box 182" or "latitude or long
19 CITY City where event occurred/was to occur
20 STATE State abbreviation of where event occurred
21 ZIP The 5 digit zip code of address where event occurred
22 ZIP4 The 4 digit zip code suffix
23 COUNTY Name of county where event occurred
24 COUNTRY Name of country where event occurred
25 CRIMINAL Was the event criminal?
26 CRIME_TYP If the event was criminal what kind of crime was committed?
27 AWARE Were authorities aware of event before the event occurred?
28 PREVENTED | Was the event prevented by law enforcement?
29 DEATH Were people killed in the event?
30 DEA AMT How many people were killed in the event?
31 INJURIES Were people injured in event?
32 INJ_AMT Number of people injured in the event?
33 DAMAGES Were there damages to buildings or structures in the event?
34 DAM AMT Value in dollars of the damage to buildings or structures in the
- event
35 STOLEN Was money stolen in the event?
36 STL_AMT Value in dollars of stolen money
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D_EVENT Table Con’t

37 MON_AMT Total value of monetary damages in the event?

38 D _HOUR Time at arrival of destination

39 D _MONTH Month of arrival at destination

40 D_DAY Day of arrival at destination

41 D _YEAR Year of arrival at destination

42 D_NAME gsfrfrll)t(e of person who received the phone call First, Middle, Last,
43 D _ADDRESS | This field is for concatenating the address fields below

45 D_ADD _NUM | Number of address where call originated from

46 D _ADD NAM | Name of street or hwy where call originated from

47 D_ADD TYP List if it is a street, lane, avenue etc where call originated from
48 D ADD_ALT Additional address information where call originated from

49 D_CITY Name of city where call originated from

50 D STATE Name of state where call originated from

51 D ZIP Zip code where call originated from

52 D ZIP4 The 4 digit zip code extension

53 D _COUNTY Name of county where call originated from

54 D_COUNTRY | Name of country where call originated from

55 T_NAME Give a name that describes the target's address

56 T TYPE :/(\J/?:r;heet 3;?iggltehse primary target or secondary --if secondary go
57 T _ADDRESS | Street number of target’s address

58 T_ADD_NUM | Street name of target’s address
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D_EVENT Table Con’t

50 | T_ADD_NAM

Street name of target’s address

60 | T_ADD_TYP

Street type of target's address

61 | T_ADD ALT

Additional address information

62 T_CITY

City where target is located

63 T_STATE

State abbreviation where target is located

64 | T_COUNTY

County or parish where target is located

65 T_COUNTRY

Country where target was located

66 T ZIP 5 digit zip Code for address of incident target
67 T_ZIP4 Four digit zip suffix
68 PEOPLE Number of terrorists involved in the event

69 PERSON_1

Name of Person Involved in Event -

First, Middle, Last, Suffix

70 PERSON_2

Name of Person Involved in Event

-First, Middle, Last, Suffix

71 PERSON_3

Name of Person Involved in Event

-First, Middle, Last, Suffix

12 PERSON_4

Name of Person Involved in Event

-First, Middle, Last, Suffix

73 PERSON 5

Name of Person Involved in Event

-First, Middle, Last, Suffix

4 PERSON_6

Name of Person Involved in Event

-First, Middle, Last, Suffix

75 PERSON_7

Name of Person Involved in Event

-First, Middle, Last, Suffix

76 PERSON_8

Name of Person Involved in Event

-First, Middle, Last, Suffix

77 PERSON_9

Name of Person Involved in Event

-First, Middle, Last, Suffix

78 PERSON_10

Name of Person Involved in Event

-First, Middle, Last, Suffix

79 PERSON_11

Name of Person Involved in Event

-First, Middle, Last, Suffix

80 | PERSON_12

Name of Person Involved in Event

-First, Middle, Last, Suffix
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D_EVENT Table Con’t

81 PERSON 13 Name of Person Involved in Event -First, Middle, Last, Suffix
82 PERSON_14 Name of Person Involved in Event -First, Middle, Last, Suffix
83 PERSON_15 Name of Person Involved in Event -First, Middle, Last, Suffix
84 COMMENT Please record any information about the event that has not been

recorded
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1 ID Organization ID is automatically generated
2 CATEGORY Category of terrorism
3 CASESTUDY | Case Study that event relates to
Categorize the organization into one of the types from the
4 TYPE dropdown. If the type is not present then contact administrator
for inclusion
5 ORG_NAME Name of organization
6 ADDRESS This field is for the concatenated address
7 ADD NUM Ad(_jress nu'rlnber where event occured ex. "1900" from the "1900
- Main Street" address
This would be the street name portion of the address ex. "Main"
8 ADD_NAM from the "1900 Main Street" address
9 ADD TYP This is the street type portion of the address in its abbreviated
- form ex "ST" from the "1900 Main Street" address
If the address for the event is not a standardized address that
10 ADD_ALT fits into the fields above then please record all information here.
ex. "route 1 box 182" or "latitude or long
11 CITY City where organization is located
12 STATE State abbreviation where the organization is located
13 ZIP The 5 digit zip code of address where organization is located
14 ZIP4 The 4 digit suffix of the zipcode
15 COUNTY County or parish where organization is located
16 COUNTRY Country where organization is located
17 SIZE # of people in organization
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D_ORGANIZATION Table Con’t

18 S_DATE Date that organization was formed DD/MM/YYYY
19 S _MONTH Month that organization started
20 S_DAY Day of the week organization started
21 S YEAR Year that organization started
22 E_DATE Date that organization ended DD/MM/YYYY
23 E_MONTH Month that organization ended
24 E DAY Day organization ended
25 E_YEAR Year organization ended
26 STRUCTURE | Structure of organization
27 MANUAL Name of manual organization uses
28 N_A GROUP \Il\lv;atlrr]ne of group that cell or above ground organization associated
29 FOUNDER gSfr;:f of person who founded Organization —First, Middle, Last,
30 WEBSITE List the URL of the website if available
31 PICTURES Copy and past pictures of organization into the database
This is very important to the organizations record. Please record
32 COMMENT any information that will help explain this organization that didn't

fit into one of the fields
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1 CATEGORY Category of terrorism

2 CASESTUDY1 | Case Study that person is related to

3 CASESTUDY2 | Second Case Study that person is related to when applicable

4 ID Person ID

5 TYPE Type of person _in databage ex. terrorist, relative, undercover
agent, accomplice, acquaintance etc.

6 COURTCASE List the court case for the individual if applicable

7 P_TYPE What type of address is this? Choose from dropdown

8 P_ADDRESS Individual's primary street address of residence

9 P_ADD_NUM Individual's primary number of address

10 P_ADD_NAM Individual's primary name of street or hwy

11 P_ADD _TYP Individual's primary street type

12 P_ADD ALT Additional information about address

13 P_CITY Individual's primary city of residence

14 P_STATE Individual's primary state of residence

15 P_ZIP Individual's primary zip code of residence

16 P_ZIP4 Individual's primary 4 digit zipcode suffix

17 P_COUNTY Individual's primary county or parish of residence

18 P_COUNTRY Individual's primary country of residence

19 P_START Start date of residence

20 P_END End date of residence

21 AGE Age at Time of indictment
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D_PERSON Table Con't

22 B_MONTH Month person was born

23 B_DAY Day person was born

24 YEAR_BORN Year person was born YYYY

25 BORN Date of Birth MM/DD/YYYY

26 DEATH Date of Death MM/DD/YYYY

27 GENDER Gender of individual

28 RACE Race of individual

29 ETHNICITY Ethnicity of individual

30 EDUCATION Highest level of education

31 OCCUPATIO Occupation

32 INCOME Income

33 MARITAL Marital status

34 CITIZEN Citizenship of individual

35 B_CITY City of birth

36 B_COUNTY County, parish, township of birth

37 B_STATE State of birth

38 B_COUNTRY Country of birth

39 MILITARY Does the person have a military background?
40 MIL_TIME Length of military service in number of months
41 BRANCH Branch of Service

42 EXPERTISE Area of expertise

43 CRIM_REC Does individual have a criminal record?
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D_PERSON Table Con’t

44 ARRESTED Was person arrested for the incident

45 INCARCERA Was person incarcerated?

46 | BEGIN Date Person was incarcerated: MM/DD/YYYY

47 |_END Date Person was released: MM/DD/YYYY

48 ROLE Role in terrorist cell

49 C_NAME mir;% é)rf é?rcr)cr)]r;sé ;I?)” person is a member of (can only be
50 C_START Date started membership in cell

51 C_END Date ending membership in cell

52 G_NAME Name of terrorist group person is a member of

53 AG_NAME Name of organization that person is a member

54 OFFICE Did the person hold an office in the organization?

55 AG_FINAN Did person support above ground organization financially?
56 RECRUITED i\éirm é)(l; person who recruited individual or how individual
57 R_DATE Date that individual was recruited MM/DD/YYYY

58 RECR_DAT Date in text form

59 R_ADDRESS This field is for concatenating the address

60 R NAME gﬁ;r;goo(: i\/ldodsrgjz where individual was recruited ex. El

61 R_ADD_NUM Number of address where individual was recruited

62 R_ADD_NAM Name of street or hwy where individual was recruited

63 R_ADD TYP Street Type where individual was recruited

64 R_ADD_ALT Additional address information about the recruitment location
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D_PERSON Table Con’t

65 R_CITY City where individual was recruited

66 R_COUNTY County or parish where individual was recruited

67 R_STATE State where individual was recruited

68 R_COUNTRY Country where individual was recruited

69 R ZIP 5 digit zip code where individual was recruited

70 R_ZIP4 Four digit zip code suffix where individual was recruited
71 S _TYPE What type of addresses is this? Choose from dropdown
. |sooness | T dos et o e o
73 S _NAME Name the address for which the person was staying at
74 S_ADD_NUM Individual's secondary number of address

75 S ADD NAM Individual's secondary name of street

76 S_ADD_TYP Individual's secondary type of street

77 S ADD ALT Additional Address Information

78 S CITY Individual's secondary city of residence

79 S_STATE Individual's secondary state of residence

80 S_COUNTY Individual's secondary county or parish of residence

81 S_COUNTRY Individual's secondary country of residence

82 S ZIP Individual's secondary zip code of residence

83 S ZIP4 Four digit zip code suffix where individual was recruited
84 S _START Start date of secondary residence

85 S REAL START | Start date in text form

86 S END End date of secondary residence
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D_PERSON Table Con’t

87 S _REAL _END End date in text form
Add as many variables as needed to incorporate all known
88 T_ADD addresses of an individual including country, state, county,
city, zip code, start date and end dates
89 COMMENT Please record any additional information about the person

especially alternate addresses
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1 REC_NUM Unique ID

2 CASE_STUDY | Case Study that record pertains to

3 DE_SOURCE | Description of Source

4 EN_DATE Enter date that record was created

5 AR_TITLE The main article title

6 W_TITLE Title of the larger work (if any)

7 BODY Cut and paste the body of the text

3 SYN Crea;e a short synopsis by cutting and pasting first sentences
of article

9 GOV_AG Government Agency

10 JOURNAL Journal Name

11 EDITION Edition

12 D OF PUB Date of Publishing

13 C_OF_PUB City of Publisher

14 PUBLISHER Name of Publisher

15 VOL Volume

16 ISSUE Issue

17 PG_NUM Page Number

18 PE_IN_LNAM | Person Interviewed Last Name

19 T_OF_INT Title of Interview

20 INT_LNAM Interviewer Last Name

21 PE_FNAM Person Interviewed First Name
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D_SOURCE Table Con't

22 INT_FNAM

Interviewer First Name

23 TIT_PROG

Title of Program

24 NETWORK

Network

25 IN_DATE

Interview Date

26 WEBSITE

Website Name

27 URL

URL of web site

28 INT_DATA

Information Database

29 D_ACCESS

Date Accessed

30 COMMENT

Comments about Source

31 RELIABLE Reliability
32 VALID Validity
33 SUBJECT Category of Terrorism

34 COURT Court case was located
35 PLAIN Plaintiff
36 DEFEN Defendant

37 CASE_NUM

Case Number

38 DOC_TYPE

Document Type

39 DOC_PDF

Document PDF

40 Al LNAM First Author Last Name
41 Al FNAM First Author First Name
42 Al MNAM First Author Middle Name
43 AUT _ETAL Author et al
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D_SOURCE Table Con't

44 A2_LNAM Second Author Last Name
45 A2 _FNAM Second Author First Name
46 A2_MNAM Second Author Middle Name
47 A3_LNAM Third Author Last Name

48 A3 _FNAM Third Author First Name

49 A3_MNAM Third Author Middle Name
50 E1l LNAM First Editor Last Name

51 E1 FNAM First Editor First Name

52 E1 MNAM First Editor Middle Name

53 E2_LNAM Second Editor Last Name
54 E2 FNAM Second Editor First Name
55 E2_MNAM Second Editor Middle Name
56 E3_LNAM Third Editor Last Name

57 E3_FNAM Third Editor First Name

58 E3_MNAM Third Editor Middle Name

59 ED ETAL Editor et al

60 SME Information from a Subject Matter Expert
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Abu Nidal Organization

Arizona Patriots

Aryan Nations

Aryan Peoples Republic

Aryan Republican Army

Clayton Lee Waagner

Coronado MSU Arson

Covenant the Sword and the Arm of the Lord

Dr. Robert Goldstein

EcoRaider Tucson Vandalism

El Rukns

ELF Long Island Arsons

Ellerman UT Bombing

EPB Macheteros

Fairfield Snow Bowl

FALN

Felton Chase

Free Critter Eugene Arson

Fusilier Dartez KKK

Griffin FL Assassination
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Hezbollah

Hill FL Assassination

Japanese Red Army

Jewish Defense League

KKK Barefoot

KKK Fuselier Dartez

KKK Hull

Kopp Amherst Assassination

Krar IDC

Lackawanna Six

M19CO

Millenium Conspiracy

Minnesota Patriots Council

Nebraska Golf Vandals

New African Freedom Fighters

Nyack Armored Car Robbery

NYC Conspiracy

NYC Subway Bombing

Ohio Unorganized Militia

Oklahoma City Bombing

Oklahoma Constitutional Militia

Omega 7

Order
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University of Arkansas

Order Berg Assassination

Order Il

Order Ukiah Robbery

Phineas Priests

PIRA

PIRA Tucson

PIRA Valhalla

Santa Cruz 2

Sherman OR Firebombing

Third Continental Congress

Unabomber Theodore Kaczynski

United Freedom Front

Up the IRS

Vance Assassination

Washington State Militia

White Patriot Party

Wisconsin Mink Release

WTC 1993

Yahweh
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International

Left Wing

Right Wing
Single Issue- Abortion
Single Issue- Anti Islamic

Single Issue- Environmental
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Afghanistan

Canada

England

Germany

Iraq

Ireland

Israel

Jordan

Mexico

Pakistan

Puerto Rico

Saudi Arabia

Spain

United States
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Arson

Bombing

Extortion

Homicide

Kidnapping

Robbery
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10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

22
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University of Arkansas

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30
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10th Grade

11th Grade

12th Grade

1st Grade

2nd Grade

3rd Grade

4th Grade

5th Grade

6th Grade

7th Grade

8th Grade

9th Grade

Associates Degree

Bachelors Degree

Doctoral Degree

GED

High School Diploma

Home School

Kindergarten

Masters Degree
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No School

Post Graduate Work

Some College or Vocational School

Some High School

Vocational School Graduate
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Hispanic or Latino

Not Hispanic or Latino
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T _GROUP Con’t

University of Arkansas
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Cohabitation

Divorced

Married/Common Law Marriage

Partner

Separated

Single

Widow
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Air Force

Army

Coast Guard

Foreign Military

Marines

National Guard

Navy

ROTC
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10

11

12
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10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21
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22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44
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45

46

47

48

49

50

ol

52

23

54

95

56

o7

58

29

60

61

62

63

64

65

66

67
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68

69

70

71

72

73

74

75

76

"

78

79

80

81

82

83

84

85

86

87

88

89

90
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91

92

93

94

95

96

97

98

99

100
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Above Ground

Cell

Group
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Convicted

Friend

Relative

Terrorist

Victim
Acquaintance

Accomplice
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American Indian or Alaska Native

Asian

Black or African American

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander

Some other race

White
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attended meeting

church

internet

newsletter

personal friend/neighbor

personal visit by member

prison/jail

self-started

university/college/school

unknown
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Book

Court Document

Email

Magazine

Newsletter

Newspaper

Personal Interview

Phone Call

Television

Website
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AB Alberta Canada
United
AK Alaska States
United
AL Alabama States
United
AR Arkansas States
. us
AS American Samoa .
Territory
) United
AZ Arizona States
BC British Columbia Canada
) . United
CA California States
United
CO Colorado States
CT Connecticut United
States
DC District of Columbia United
States
United
DE Delaware States
) United
FL Florida States
Federated States of us
FM . ) .
Micronesia Territory
GA Georgia United
9 States
GU Guam US )
Territory
.. United
HI Hawali States
United
1A lowa States
United
ID Idaho States
L United
IL Illinois States
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ABBREV
. United
IN Indiana States
United
KS Kansas States
United
KY Kentucky States
. United
LA Louisiana States
MA Massachusetts United
States
MB Manitoba Canada
United
MD Maryland States
. United
ME Maine States
MH Marshall Islands us )
Territory
o United
Mi Michigan States
) United
MN Minnesota States
) . United
MO Missouri States
MP Northern Mariana Islands us .
Territory
. United
MS Mississippi States
United
MT Montana States
NB New Brunswick Canada
NC North Carolina United
States
ND North Dakota United
States
United
NE Nebraska States
. United
NH New Hampshire States
United
NJ New Jersey States
NL Newfoundland/Labrador Canada
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ABBREV
NM New Mexico United
States
NS Nova Scotia Canada
NT Northwest Territory Canada
NU Nunavut Territory Canada
United
NV Nevada States
United
NY New York States
) United
OH Ohio States
United
OK Oklahoma States
ON Ontario Canada
United
OR Oregon States
. United
PA Pennsylvania States
PE Prince Edward Island Canada
PR Puerto Rico us :
Territory
PW Palau us :
Territory
QC Quebec Canada
United
RI Rhode Island States
sc South Carolina United
States
SD South Dakota United
States
SK Saskatchewan Canada
United
TN Tennessee States
United
X Texas States
United
uT Utah States
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ABBREV

VA Virginia g{;gg
Vi Virgin Islands 'LI'JeSrritory
VT Vermont g{;gg
WA Washington gtrgzg
Wi Wisconsin gtrgzg
wv West Virginia gtrgzg
wyY Wyoming gtrgzg
YT Yukon Territory Canada
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ALY 6 ALLEY
ANX 10 | ANNEX
ARC 15 | ARCADE
AVE 16 | AVENUE
BCH 25 | BEACH
BG 50 | BURG
BGS 51 | BURGS
BLF 29 | BLUFF
BLFS 32 | BLUFFS
BLVD 37 | BOULEVARD
BND 27 | BEND
BR 41 | BRANCH
BRG 44 | BRIDGE
BRK 47 | BROOK
BRKS 49 | BROOKS
BTM 33 | BOTTOM
BYP 52 | BYPASS
BYU 23 | BAYOO
CIR 78 | CIRCLE
CIRS 84 | CIRCLES
CLB 89 | CLUB
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CLF 85 | CLIFF
CLFS 87 | CLIFFS
CMN 91 | COMMON
COR 92 | CORNER
CORS 95 | CORNERS
CP 57 | CAMP
CPE 64 | CAPE
CRES 110 | CRESCENT
CRK 106 | CREEK
CRSE 96 | COURSE
CRST 117 | CREST
CSWYy 66 | CAUSEWAY
CT 98 | COURT
CTR 69 | CENTER
CTRS 77 | CENTERS
CTS 101 | COURTS
CURV 123 | CURVE
CVv 103 | COVE
CVS 105 | COVES
CYN 60 | CANYON
DL 124 | DALE

DM 126 | DAM

DR 132 | DRIVE
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University of Arkansas

DRS 136 | DRIVES

DV 128 | DIVIDE

EST 137 | ESTATE
ESTS 139 | ESTATES
EXPY 141 | EXPRESSWAY
EXT 147 | EXTENSION
EXTS 151 | EXTENSIONS
FALL 153 | FALL

FLD 159 | FIELD

FLDS 161 | FIELDS

FLS 154 | FALLS

FLT 163 | FLAT

FLTS 165 | FLATS

FRD 167 | FORD
FRDS 169 | FORDS
FRG 173 | FORGE
FRGS 176 | FORGES
FRK 177 | FORK
FRKS 179 | FORKS
FRST 172 | FOREST
FRY 156 | FERRY

FT 181 | FORT

FWY 184 | FREEWAY
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GDN 189 | GARDEN
GDNS 194 | GARDENS
GLN 202 | GLEN
GLNS 204 | GLENS
GRN 205 | GREEN
GRNS 207 | GREENS
GRV 208 | GROVE
GRVS 211 | GROVES
GTWY 197 | GATEWAY
HBR 212 | HARBOR
HBRS 217 | HARBORS
HL 232 | HILL

HLS 235 | HILLS
HOLW 236 | HOLLOW
HTS 221 | HEIGHTS
HVN 218 | HAVEN
HWY 226 | HIGHWAY
INLT 241 | INLET

IS 243 | ISLAND
ISLE 250 | ISLE

ISS 246 | ISLANDS
JCT 251 | JUNCTION
JCTS 257 | JUNCTIONS
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University of Arkansas

KNL 264 | KNOLL
KNLS 267 | KNOLLS
KY 260 | KEY

KYS 262 | KEYS
LAND 273 | LAND
LCK 287 | LOCK
LCKS 288 | LOCKS
LDG 293 | LODGE
LF 285 | LOAF
LGT 281 | LIGHT
LGTS 283 | LIGHTS
LK 269 | LAKE
LKS 272 | LAKES
LN 277 | LANE
LNDG 274 | LANDING
LOOP 294 | LOOP
MALL 296 | MALL
MDW 302 | MEADOW
MDWS 305 | MEADOWS
MEWS 306 | MEWS
ML 308 | MILL
MLS 310 | MILLS
MNR 298 | MANOR
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University of Arkansas

MNRS 300 | MANORS
MSN 314 | MISSION
MT 316 | MOUNT
MTN 324 | MOUNTAIN
MTNS 326 | MOUNTAINS
MTWY 315 | MOTORWAY
NCK 328 | NECK
OPAS 334 | OVERPASS
ORCH 331 | ORCHARD
OVAL 333 | OVAL
PARK 337 | PARK
PASS 346 | PASS

PATH 349 | PATH

PIKE 351 | PIKE

PKWY 343 | PARKWAY
PKYS 345 | PARKWAYS
PL 356 | PLACE

PLN 358 | PLAIN

PLNS 361 | PLAINS

PLZ 364 | PLAZA

PNE 352 | PINE

PNES 354 | PINES

PR 376 | PRAIRIE
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University of Arkansas

PRKS 338 | PARKS
PRT 370 | PORT
PRTS 372 | PORTS
PSGE 347 | PASSAGE
PT 366 | POINT
PTS 368 | POINTS
RADL 380 | RADIAL
RAMP 381 | RAMP
RD 402 | ROAD
RDG 394 | RIDGE
RDGS 396 | RIDGES
RDS 404 | ROADS
RIV 400 | RIVER
RNCH 385 | RANCH
ROW 406 | ROW
RPD 387 | RAPID
RPDS 389 | RAPIDS
RST 391 | REST
RTE 405 | ROUTE
RUE 407 | RUE
RUN 408 | RUN
SHL 410 | SHOAL
SHLS 412 | SHOALS
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SHR 415 | SHORE
SHRS 418 | SHORES
SKWY 419 | SKYWAY
SMT 460 | SUMMIT
SPG 423 | SPRING
SPGS 427 | SPRINGS
SPRS 429 | SPURS
SPUR 428 | SPUR

SQ 434 | SQUARE
SQS 436 | SQUARES
ST 455 | STREET
STA 440 | STATION
STRA 448 | STRAVENUE
STRM 451 | STREAM
STS 456 | STREETS
TER 463 | TERRACE
TPKE 491 | TURNPIKE
TRAK 472 | TRACK
TRCE 465 | TRACE
TRFY 474 | TRAFFICWAY
TRL 479 | TRAIL
TRWY 464 | THROUGHWAY
TUNL 485 | TUNNEL
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UN 494 | UNION
UNS 495 | UNIONS
UPAS 492 | UNDERPASS
VIA 505 | VIADUCT
VIS 524 | VISTA

VL 519 | VILLE

VLG 515 | VILLAGE
VLGS 517 | VILLAGES
VLY 499 | VALLEY
VLYS 501 | VALLEYS
VW 507 | VIEW

VWS 509 | VIEWS
WALK 525 | WALK
WALL 527 | WALL
WAY 529 | WAY
WAYS 530 | WAYS

WL 531 | WELL
WLKS 526 | WALKS
WLS 533 | WELLS
XING 118 | CROSSING
XRD 122 | CROSSROAD
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Cellular

Lone Wolf

Loose Structure

Military Heirarchy

Uncoordinated Violence
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Abortion Related

ADL

Adult Movie Theater

Airplane

Airport

Animal Research Facility

Aqueduct

Armored Car

Asian Person

Banks

Black Persons

Bridge

Church

Construction Company

Consulate

Defense Related Corporations

Democratic Party

Department of Agriculture

Department of Commerce

Department of Customs

Department of Homeland Security
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Department of Human Services

Department of Natural Resources

Department of State

Department of Treasury

Diplomats

Drug Dealers

Dwellings

Federal Courthouse

Federal Law Enforcement Facility

Federal Personnel

Foreign Official

Foreign President

Former Group Member

Fur Farms

Gay/Leshian Facilities

Gay/Leshian Persons

Government Auto Fleet

Hispanic Persons

Hospital

Hotel

IRS

Israeli Embassy

Israeli Persons
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Jewish Facility

Jewish Persons

Judge

Land Developer

Local Authority

Logging Trucks

Magazine Office

Media Crew

Military Bases

Military Personnel

Mosque

National Landmark

Newspaper Office

Office Building

Opposition Leader

Performing Arts Center

Police Officer

Prison

Radio Station

Recruiting Stations

Republican Party

Reserve Centers

Restaurant

59

Terrorism Research Center in Fulbright College



TAR_TYPE

University of Arkansas

Retail Store

Road

ROTC

Ski Resort

State Prison

State Trooper

Subway

Terrorist Group Affiliate

Test

Theater

Tobacco Company

Train

Training Centers

Tunnel

TV Station

United Nations

University

US Embassy

US Persons

Utility Company

Weapons Retailer

White Persons
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Doctor

Follower

Founder of group

General

Intelligence Officer

Intermediate Leader

Lawyer

Leader

Lone Wolf

Munitions Expert

Non Member, associated with group

Non Member, but party to conspiracy

Officer

Other Subordinate

Safehouse Operator

Second in Command

Secretary

Security Group

Special Skill: Biological Weapons

Special Skill: Bomb Maker

Special Skill: Chemical Weapons
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Special Skill: Voice stress analyst

Subordinate

Target Person

Trainer

Trigger Person

Unknown
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Ancillary

Arrest

Cell Origination

Incident

Other

Planning

Post Incident

Preparatory

Recruitment

Unknown

63 Terrorism Research Center in Fulbright College



University of Arkansas

Arson

Assassination

Assault

Bank Robbery

Bombing

Communique

Firebombing

Hijacking

Hostile Takover

Kidnapping

Letter Bomb

Pipe Bombing

Robbery

Rocket Attack

Sabotage

Shooting(s)

Vandalism
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1900

1901

1902

1903

1904

1905

1906

1907

1908

1909

1910

1911

1912

1913

1914

1915

1916

1917

1918

1919

1920
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1921

1922

1923

1924

1925

1926

1927

1928

1929

1930

1931

1932

1933

1934

1935

1936

1937

1939

1940

1941

1942

1943

1944
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1945

1946

1947

1948

1949

1950

1951

1952

1953

1954

1955

1956

1957

1958

1959

1960

1961

1962

1963

1964

1965

1966

1967
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1968

1969

1970

1971

1972

1973

1974

1975

1976

1977

1978

1979

1980

1981

1982

1983

1984

1985

1986

1987

1988

1989

1990
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1991

1992

1993

1994

1995

1996

1997

1998

1999

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007
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APPENDIX C. CASE STUDY NARRATIVES

1. RIGHT-WING TERRORISM

This section looks at incidents in which right-wing ideology is a motivating factor.
Although the ideology may vary by group, the common threads are white supremacy,
survivalist, anti-government, and, more recently, Christian Identity. In many cases, the
group or individual involved uses some combination of ideologies to justify the terrorist
act.

These case studies include well-known right-wing groups such as Aryan Nations, the
Ku Klux Klan, and the Order, as well as lesser-known splinter groups such as the Third
Continental Congress, Aryan Peoples Republic, and the Washington State Militia. Some
of the incidents, such as The Bixby Shootout and the Scott Woodring Case, involve
individuals reacting to rather ordinary situations with violence because they have a
history with right-wing groups, and thus interpret the situation based on the reality
spelled out in the ideological rhetoric. Other incidents involve individuals who respond
to “society,” for want of a better word, through careful planning and a clear objective.
The Oklahoma City Bombing and Up the IRS would fall into this category.

Right-wing groups that blend the traditional white supremacy with theology are the
most recent trend among right-wing groups. The Covenant, the Sword and the Arm of
the Lord and the Phineas Priests concocted a strange mix of ideologies in order to justify
their acts.

Several of the case studies refer to peripheral groups such as the Christian Identity
movement and the Oklahoma-based City of Elohim. While the evidence connecting
these groups to the terrorism covered in the section is murky at best, clearly they are
influential among the groups and individuals in the right wing. The Turner Diaries also
appears again and again in the narratives. For many extremist groups, this became their
Bible. The doctrine of Anglo-Israelism is another thread that runs through the ideologies
of the far right, particularly among the Aryan-based groups such as The Order and Aryan
Nations.

Because so many of the groups in this section are splinter groups or factions of other
groups, it is difficult to keep them straight in terms of names and ideology. Appendix A
provides a brief summary of the Christian Identity movement, Turner Diaries, Elohim,
and the doctrine of Anglo-Israelism.
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1.1  ARIZONA PATRIOTS
BACKGROUND

The Arizona Patriots was founded in 1982 by Ty Hardin, a former motion picture star
during the heyday of westerns. Hardin left Hollywood, arguing that the motion picture
industry had fallen under the control of wealthy Zionists. In the mid-1970s, after
experiencing difficulties with the IRS for failure to pay his income tax, Hardin moved to
Prescott, Arizona, and began a local anti-tax movement. In 1982, the group took the
name Arizona Patriots and began publishing a monthly newsletter. Members of the
group probably numbered about 200 at its height during the mid-1980s.

Members of the Arizona Patriots considered government beyond the county level to
be illegitimate. Consequently, federal authority, particularly the federal income tax, was
detested. Many members had ties to other right-wing groups, particularly those
associated with the Identity movement.

In June 1984, the group issued an “indictment” against all elected officials in
Arizona, demanding their resignation within 30 days. Almost immediately thereafter, the
FBI began an intensive investigation into the activities of Arizona Patriot members.

TIMELINE
Early 1985

Jack Maxwell Oliphant and his wife, Margo, instructed a real estate agent to “find the
roughest, most remote land possible” to build a “Christian retreat” for ldentity adherents.
They located on 320 acres about 20 miles from Kingman, Arizona. Oliphant, also a
member of the Christian Patriot’s Defense League (CPDL) used that organization’s
newsletter to solicit funds and assistance for developing the remote site.

Foster Thomas Hoover lived with his wife on a 40-acre ranch about 40 miles north of
Flagstaff. As early as May 1985, he was meeting with Oliphant and others to discuss
ways to further the revolution as well as support the building project on Oliphant’s ranch.
Plans were made to bomb a Jewish synagogue, the IRS Regional Complex at Ogden,
Utah, and hydroelectric power plants on the Colorado River.

As early as mid-1985, undercover agents infiltrated the small band. Throughout
1986, anywhere from one to three undercover agents attended the group’s planning
sessions.

June 1985

Hoover and Bill Sivils, an undercover agent who had already infiltrated the
organization, traveled to Ogden, Utah, to identify the best way to destroy the computing
facilities at the IRS complex. Upon their return, the group began developing weapons to
carry out their plans. Monte Ross, a 23-year-old dishonorably discharged veteran
working for Oliphant as a ranch hand, fell into the role of bomb maker.
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January 1986

To fund their terrorism and develop the paramilitary training camp on his ranch, Oliphant
began planning the robbery of an armored truck carrying money from the casinos near
Las Vegas. They settled on a Monday, when the winnings from the previous weekend
would be shipped. After much discussion, plans to fire a homemade mortar were
scrapped for fear the resulting fire would burn up all the money.

May 1986

The group had decided by this time to create an accident scene to block the road,
shoot some sort of gas to put the truck’s guards to sleep, winch the truck up onto a
transport truck, and take it to an isolated area in the desert. The armored truck would be
buried and the guards released to awaken in the desert. No logistics for such an operation
were mapped out.

June and July 1986

The plotters contacted Jan Paulsen, who worked as a card dealer at one of the casinos
across the state line in Laughlin, Nevada, to ask if he would provide the schedule of
armored trucks leaving the casino. Paulsen agreed. Monte Ross blew off two fingers and
a thumb while building pipe bombs for the group. The robbery was rescheduled for late
October.

October 21, 1986

Oliphant traveled to Laughlin to finalize the timing of the operation with Paulsen,
only to find that Paulsen no longer worked there. Patrick Schlect, a group member sent
to follow trucks and record their routes and time schedules, on three separate occasions
lost sight of the trucks on their route and had to discontinue the surveillance. The
robbery was postponed again and rescheduled for mid-January 1987.

OUTCOME

o The FBI arrested nine members of the Arizona Patriots on December 15, 1986.

e Oliphant, Ross, and Schlect were identified in a seven-count indictment charging
them with conspiracy to commit armed robbery and a variety of weapons
violations. All four pleaded guilty in June and July 1987.

« Oliphant and Ross were sentenced to four-year federal prison terms. Schlect was
given five years probation.Rita Schlect, arrested for assaulting an FBI special
agent at the time of her husband’s arrest, was charged, but the charges were
dismissed.

« J. R. Hagan and Tom Palmer were charged with illegal possession of firearms.
Hagan was sentenced to two years in federal prison, but his sentence was
suspended, and he was placed on five years probation. Tom Palmer pleaded
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guilty, but his sentencing was delayed and his case transferred to Federal District
Court in Kansas, where there were outstanding warrants for his arrest.

e Hoover, the outspoken advocate of terrorist tactics, was named in a separate
indictment for three counts of violating weapons laws pertaining to the
manufacture of a homemade mortar he planned to develop and use. At his trial, in
March 1987, he was found guilty on two of the three counts and sentenced to five
years probation.

e Upon learning that two other members of the group, David Gumaer and Steve
Christensen, had illegally bought eight Uzi machine guns for members of the
group, a separate indictment was issued in Colorado. Christensen was arrested,
convicted, fined $6,000, and placed on five years probation.

Website — General

Paranoia as Patriotism: the nizkor project (accessed 10/21/2004)
http://www.nizkor.org/hweb/orgs/american/adl/paranoia-as-patriotism/arizona-

patriots.html

Christian ldentity. apologetics index (accessed 10/21/2004)
http://www.apologeticsindex.org/c106.html

Militia watchdog ADL- militia watchdog (accessed 10/21/2004) http://www.militia-
watchdog.org/ml.htm

Abanes, Richard. America’s Patriot Movement. Christian research institute (accessed
10/21/2004) http://www.equip.org/free/DP700.htm

de Armond, Paul. Putting the Far Right into Perspective. Public Good (accessed
10/21/2004) http://nwecitizen.com/publicgood/reports/spectrum/

de Armond, Paul. Christian Patriots At War with the State (accessed 10/21/2004)
http://nwcitizen.com/publicgood/reports/belief/

Earle, Neil. The Christian Identity Crisis. The plain truth online (accessed 10/21/2004)
http://www.ptm.org/97PT/SepOct/Chrstnldentity.htm

Earle, Neil. The Christian Identity Crisis. the plain truth online (accessed 10/21/2004)
http://www.ptm.org/97PT/SepOct/Chrstnldentity.htm

Mozzochi, Jonathan. America Under the Gun publiceye.org (accessed 10/21/2004)
http://www.publiceye.org/eyes/undergun.html

Stern, Kenneth S. Militias and the religious right. IFAS (accessed 10/21/2004)
http://www.buildingequality.us/ifas/fw/9610/militias.html
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1.2  ARYAN NATIONS
BACKGROUND

Aryan Nations was founded in the mid-1970s by Richard Butler. Butler had been
involved in right-wing paramilitary and white supremacy groups since the 1960s. He
refined his white supremacy ideology while studying under Wesley Swift, founder of the
Church of Jesus Christ Christian. After Swift’s death, Butler decided the movement had
too many leaders, and “too many prophets ruin a vision.” He created a new organization
based on Hitler’s belief in the superiority of the Aryan race. Believing they were God’s
chosen people, the new group felt the need for a true homeland in order to preserve the
purity of the white race, which they believed the government was trying to dilute. Butler
and his followers believed that a race war was inevitable.

In 1996, a Declaration of Independence was created to establish a separate, racially
pure state. This document severed all ties to the “Zionist” government and vowed that
neither government nor law enforcement would have any rule over them. Some experts
believe that one of their main goals was to take over Idaho, Montana, Oregon,
Washington, and Wyoming, turning these states into an Aryan homeland.

They were headquartered in Hayden Lake, Idaho, on a 20-acre compound owned by
Richard Butler. Kootenai County had a population of some 60,000, but only 50 Jews and
20 blacks, so Butler and his followers considered their new Christian homeland a white
man’s heaven, a place where black people would be regarded as subhuman and Jews as
children of Satan. This compound became the headquarters for the World Congress of
Aryan Nations. These summer gatherings attracted some 200 people and included racist
groups such as the Ku Klux Klan, militia movements, and neo-Nazis. Speakers included
Randy Weaver, known for the incident at Ruby Ridge, and notables from groups like the
Militia Montana. Aryan Nations also held youth gatherings where, in a summer-camp
type setting, children learned about white supremacy and Christian ldentity.

Prisons became one of their biggest sources for recruitment. Members from Aryan
Nations and their splinter groups serving long-term prison sentences were able to recruit
from within. Butler mailed Aryan Nations literature and a newsletter called “The Way”
to white prison inmates across America. The sale of books and information created
revenue for the organization and attracted new recruits when they got out of prison.

In time, many members of Aryan Nations broke away from the main group and
formed splinter groups, some more violent than Butler’s group. Bob Mathews, for
example, left Aryan Nations to form The Order. (See The Order, page 51)

Included in this case study are three separate incidents involving Aryan Nations: an
attempted bombing in 1990, a shooting in 1999, and a 1999 incident involving Buford
Furrows.
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BACKGROUND AND TIMELINE

Three members of Aryan Nations were planning to bomb Neighbours Disco, a gay bar in
Seattle, Washington. Robert J. Winslow, Stephen E. Nelson, and Proctor J. Baker had
created pipe bombs to place around the bar.

April 1990

They tested bombs at the compound in Hayden Lake. Satisfied with the test, the three
men transported their explosives across the border into Washington to carry out their
plan. Thanks to an informant, the bombing never happened. All three men were
arrested.

OuTCcoME

Winslow was convicted of possession of illegal firearms, transporting illegal firearms
across state borders, and use of firearms in a violent crime. In total, he was sentenced to
48 months on each of the charges, to run consecutively, and fined $3,500.

Baker was convicted on only two counts: conspiracy to receive illegal firearms and
possession of illegal firearms. He was sentenced to two years in prison and fined $7,500.

Nelson was convicted on all four charges: possession of illegal firearms, transporting
firearms across state borders, conspiracy to possess illegal firearms, and use of a firearm
in a violent crime. He was sentenced to 36 months for the first three charges and 60
months on the last charge. He would serve all of these consecutively, totaling eight years
in prison.

All three men were also ordered to serve three years of supervision upon their release.
Nelson and Winslow were ordered to serve 150 hours of community service.

TIMELINE: A SHOOTING
July 1999

Victoria Keenan and her son, Jason, were driving by the Hayden Lake compound on
their way home from a wedding when their car backfired. The guards on duty, Jesse
Warfield, John Yaeger, and Shane Wright, believed this was a gunshot fired from the car.
They fired at the car and chased it down. When it ran off the road, they proceeded to
assault the two victims. When they realized they had made a mistake, they simply
stopped the assault and left the scene.

Victoria and Jason pressed charges, and all three of the guards were arrested for
assault.
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OuTCcoME

The Keenans sought monetary compensation for their ordeal. They sued Aryan
Nations, blaming them for the incident. The Keenans were represented by Morris
Dees of the Southern Poverty Law Center in Alabama. Butler and his attorney
claimed they were not responsible for the actions of the guards. Warfield,
Yaeger, and Wright pleaded guilty to assault, accepting the blame. The jury
found Aryan Nations responsible for the guards’ actions, awarding the Keenans
$6.3 million.

Richard Butler was forced to sell his 20-acre compound at Hayden Lake to pay
the court judgment. Along with this, he was forced to sell the legal rights to the
name “Aryan Nations”. Despite rumors that wealthier members of Aryan Nations
were going to buy the compound and give it back to Butler, Victoria Keenan was
the only bidder. With the assistance of the Southern Poverty Law Center, the
Keenens purchased the compound for $250,000, planning to sell the property to a
charitable group. The money earned from the sale of both the name and
compound was to go toward what Butler had to pay the court.

Sources: see Aryan Nations below
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1.3 THE BUFORD FURROW INCIDENT
BACKGROUND AND TIMELINE

Buford Furrow was a former guard at the Hayden Lake compound in Idaho and a
member of Aryan Nations. Furrow had been convicted on one previous assault charge.
He had attempted to commit himself to a mental health facility in 1998, but was not
willing to submit to inpatient treatment. At that time, he pulled a knife and attacked a
nurse. A local sheriff was present, and no one was injured. He was convicted of felony
assault in November 1998. While in prison, he was given medication and showed signs
of improvement, but on his release, there was no way to ensure his taking the medication.

August 10, 1999

Furrow went to the North Valley Jewish Community Center with a loaded gun and
opened fire on the Jewish staff and children in the center. Besides injuring five children
and staff members, Furrows shot and killed a U.S. postman, Joseph Ileto, who happened
to be in the center.

OUTCOME

o Furrow turned himself in at a Las VVegas police station and was subsequently
extradited to Los Angeles for trial. He admitted to the shooting of lleto, saying he
shot him because he wasn’t white. Furrow was charged with the murder of lleto and
possession of a firearm. Sixteen more counts were added, including hate crimes. The
prosecution sought the death penalty.

o Buford Furrow agreed to plead guilty if the death penalty was taken off the table. He
was sentenced to 110 years in prison for all the indictments and required to pay over
one-half million dollars in damages.

POSTSCRIPT

By 2000, Aryan Nations began to experience leadership issues as well as financial
problems. Many high-ranking members left to form splinter groups or just left the
movement. Butler, past 80, was in failing health. Nueman Britton was appointed leader
in the summer of 2001, but died a few months later of cancer. Harold Ray Redfaeirm
was appointed next, but resigned in 2002 after Aryan Nations broke into three separate
groups and Butler was removed from the group. The strongest faction was in
Pennsylvania, under the leadership of August Kries. This faction would then shift to a
council leadership composed of Kries, Charles Juba, and one unknown other. In 2004, at
the age of 86, Richard Butler died of a heart attack in Idaho.
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Aryan Nations Website — General

Aryan Nations Wikipedia (accessed 1/9/2005)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aryan Nations

Deaths elsewhere LexisNexis (accessed 1/7/2005)
http://www.nexis.com/research/home? key=1105129679& session=9f7f407a-60ea-
11d9-8e3d-

Remember Ruby Ridge National Review Online (accessed 1/18/2005)
http://www.nationalreview.com/comment/comment-lynch082102.asp

Opening statements given in Aryan civil trial LexisNexis (accessed 1/9/2008)
http://www.nexis.com/research/home? key=1105309029& session=342ef3d0-628c-
11d9-9a86-

Richard Butler, who led Aryan Nations, dies in Idaho at 86 LexisNexis (accessed
1/9/2005) http://www.nexis.com/research/home? key=1105309029& session=342ef3d0-
628c-11d9-9a86-

'‘Aryan' Come-Uppance American Federation Employers (accessed 1/11/2005)
http://www.afscme.org/PUBLICATIONS/public_employee/2000/pend0012.htm

Aryan Nations/Church of Jesus Christ Christian Anti-Defamation League (accessed
1/10/2005) http://www.adl.org/learn/ext_us/Aryan_Nations.asp?xpicked=3&item=11

Furrow pleads guilty to shootings, will avoid death penalty, get life without parole
CNN.com (accessed 1/11/2005)
http://archives.cnn.com/2001/L AW/01/24/furrow.plea.crim/

Buford O. Furrow Wikipedia (accessed 1/11/2005)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buford_O._Furrow, _Jr.

Aryan Nations Anti-Defamation League (accessed 1/7/2005)
http://www.adl.org/presrele/neosk 82/aryan nations 82.asp

Website — Government

USDOJ. Department of Justice Report Regarding Internal Investigation of Shootings at
Ruby Ridge. Released by Lexis Counsel Connect. (accessed 1/7/2005)
http://www.byington.org/Carl/ruby/ruby0.htm

Online Newspaper.

Ex-guard tells of firebomb. Ross Institute for the study of Destructive Cults
http://www.rickross.com/reference/aryan/aryan26.htm
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I
The hate-filled descent of Buford Furrow. Seattlepi
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/local/furrl7.shtmi

Keenan v. Aryan Nations. Southern Poverty Law Center
http://www.splcenter.org/legal/docket/files.jsp?cdrID=30&sortID=0

Aryan Nations has one bidder for its compound. the Oregonian
http://www.oregonlive.com/news/oregonian/index.ssf?/news/oregonian/01/02/nw_5larya
n08.frame

Their own white Idaho. Seattle Weekly,
http://www.seattleweekly.com/features/9831/features-wheeler.php
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1.4  ARYAN PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC (ARYAN REPUBLICAN ARMY)
BACKGROUND

Originally known as “The Midwest Bank Robbers,” the Aryan Republican Army was
later identified as the perpetrators of numerous bank robberies in the Midwest over a
period of several years. They were radical neo-Nazis bent on the destruction of
American Jews and the United States government. The ARA robbed 22 banks in lowa,
Kansas, Kentucky, Missouri, Nebraska, and Ohio, taking an estimated $500,000, using
the monies to cover their own expenses and fund other white supremacy groups. The
execution of the robberies was quick and efficient. Peter Langan and Richard Guthrie,
“the founding fathers” and “ground commanders” of the Aryan Republican Army,
masterminded all activities and recruited new members.

Included in this case study are two incidents: the first involves the original founders,
Langan and Guthrie, and the second, the Kehoe cell of the ARA.

EI:KGROUND[W]

Peter Kevin Langan, son of a CIA employee, was born in Saipan, Vietnam. When
Peter was six years old, the Langan family moved back to the United States. Langan’s
one sister acknowledges that the death of their father was when her brother’s life took a
turn for the worse. After his father’s death, Langan began his criminal career and was
first arrested at the age of 16 for robbery.

Richard Lee Guthrie Jr. spent time in the Navy, where he went through five months
of Navy SEAL training before he was sent to the Navy’s Explosives and Ordinance
Disposal Program (EOD) in Indian Head, Maryland. Guthrie also spent time at the
Redstone Arsenal EOD School in Alabama, acquiring additional knowledge in
explosives. Guthrie was court-martialed in 1983. At this point, Guthrie returned home
and connected with childhood friend Peter Langan. The pair soon showed up on police
radar when they were suspected in a 1992 robbery of a Pizza Hut in Lavonia, Georgia.
Langan was arrested in Cincinnati, Ohio, and brought back to Georgia to face trial.

In 1993, according to published reports, Langan was released from jail by the Secret
Service in hopes he would lead them to Richard Guthrie. Guthrie was wanted for making
threats on the life of the sitting president, George H. W. Bush. Langan reportedly never
lived up to his side of the bargain and disappeared shortly thereafter.

TIMELINE
August 1994

Mr. Roach, the sheriff who returned Langan to Georgia for questioning after the Pizza
Hut robbery, received a card, postmarked Syracuse, New York. The card read:
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“Life is so unpredictable; remember that tyrants never rule forever. And that traitors
do eventually end up at the end of the rope. Pedro sends his regards. Rick”

Richard Guthrie presumably wrote the letter, and “Pedro” refers to Peter Langan.
“Commander Pedro” was the name Langan used while robbing banks.

November 1994
Mr. Roach received another card, this time postmarked Cincinnati, Ohio.

“The fishing has been good and I have remembered our time together. Thanks for
your help and good luck with your trials and tribulations... Be strong and never let them
see you Cry. -By By Pedro”

This message was signed by the “commander” himself, and could be interpreted as an
official notice that Langan and the ARA was preparing for action.

1995

Langan began recruiting new members at Christian Identity meetings. Kevin
McCarthy, 19, was recruited when Pastor Mark Tomas introduced him to Langan at a
Christian Identity Movement meeting in VVan Buren, Arkansas. McCarthy, a 10th grade
dropout and drug abuser, was a member of a neo-Nazi hate rock band called Cyanide.
McCarthy soon brought the other members of the band into the Aryan Republican Army.
Scott Stedeford, 28, and Michael Brescia joined shortly after McCarthy. Mark Tomas, a
leader in Aryan Nations and a prominent figure in the nationwide Aryan network, also
joined the group.

During one of Langan’s many visits to the Christian Identity meetings, he met Shawn
Kenney. Langan liked Kenney and soon asked him to join the group. Langan and
Guthrie took Kenney along when they cased a bank near Cincinnati, Ohio, and armored
cars in Arkansas. Shawn Kenney ultimately declined the offer and went to the police. It
was Kenney who led police to Richard Guthrie.

January 15, 1996

Richard Lee Guthrie was arrested after a high-speed chase that ended just outside
Cincinnati, Ohio. Guthrie entered into a plea bargain in which he turned over his
longtime partner in crime, Peter Langan, along with Scott Stedeford, Kevin McCarthy,
and Mark Tomas. Guthrie told authorities where to find Peter Langan and was expected
to testify against Langan and provide information on the Aryan Republican Army’s
involvement in the Oklahoma City Bombing.

January 18, 1996

Peter Langan was arrested in Columbus, Ohio, after a shootout with police. Fifty
shots were fired during the standoff, 30 of which tore through Langan’s van. However,
he received only superficial wounds. Found in his possession were guns and false
identifications, including a U.S. Marshal’s badge.
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OuUTCOME

« Inside Langan’s house, the FBI found a stockpile of ammunition (3,400 rounds),
semiautomatic pistols, rifles, 11 pipe bombs, and five hand grenades. They also
discovered FBI hats, police uniforms, false identifications for almost every U.S. state,
ski masks, white supremacy literature, a hollowed-out Bible (able to conceal a
weapon), and a copy of “The Aryan Republican Army Presents: The Armed Struggle
Underground” addressed to Pastor Butler, the head of Aryan Nations in Idaho. For a
cup of coffee, a cigarette, and a call to his sister, Peter Langan provided the location
of a storage locker in Shawnee, Kansas. Inside the storage locker, police found more
pipe bombs, weapons, circuit boards, a Santa suit (used in a December 1994 bank
robbery in Ohio), FBI raid jackets, office addresses, and Richard Nixon and Bill
Clinton masks (used in many ARA bank robberies).

o Nine days after his arrest, Richard Lee Guthrie was found hanged by his bed sheet in
his prison cell, a presumed suicide at age 38.Peter Kevin Langan was convicted in
Columbus, Ohio, on February 10, 1997, and sentenced to life in prison.

e Kevin McCarthy entered a plea bargain in which he would plead guilty to conspiracy
charges covering six robberies. He also provided evidence on the other members of
the Aryan Republican Army, along with details on how the organization operated,
and the location of safe houses from which the ARA operated. Kevin McCarthy was
sentenced to 60 months in prison and four years supervised release.

e On February 18, 1997, Mark Tomas pleaded guilty to conspiracy charges of plotting
seven of 22 bank robberies. Tomas also told the police that McCarthy was involved
in the Oklahoma City bombing. He said that Richard Guthrie told him this in July,
1995: *“His exact words were; “Your young Mr. Wizard took out the Murrah
Building.” — Mark Tomas

e “Mr. Wizard” was McCarthy’s code name. Mark Tomas received 96 months in
prison; three years supervised release, and an undisclosed amount of fines.On
November 10, 1997, Scott Anthony Stedeford was convicted of a bank robbery in
lowa. Stedeford was sentenced to 60 months in prison; five years supervised release,
and ordered to pay $30,668.91 in restitution.

« Michael Brescia of Philadelphia was convicted of robbing a Bank One branch in
Madison, Wisconsin. Brescia used a 9mm pistol to threaten bank employees and left
a black powder pipe bomb before leaving with $9,845. Michael Brescia was
sentenced to 57 months in prison; five years supervised release, and ordered to pay
$1,969 in restitution.

Online Newspaper.

Cohen, Sharon. Tactics of ARA Rise and fall of robbers with a hate message. South
Coast Today http://www.southcoasttoday.com/daily/01-97/01-05-97/m01wn562.htm

Dougherty, Jon. ARA and OKC BOMBING FALLOUT. World Net Daily
http://www.worldnetdaily.com/news/article.asp? ARTICLE_1D=23014
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1.5 THE KEHOE CELL
BACKGROUND

Chevie Kehoe’s father, Kirby, was a Vietnam veteran who learned to despise
America during his time overseas. Chevie was born on January 19, 1973, and his
brother, Cheyne, four years later. The boys were two of eight children, brought up under
the radical faith “The Christian ldentity,” a religion that fosters hate and has ties to many
white supremacy groups. Chevie and his brother were removed from public school to
ensure their education coincided with their Christian ldentity faith. As a young man,
Chevie studied Robert Matthews and The Order. He learned what not to do while
running his own underground group: keep the cell small to make it easily controlled.
Chevie married Karena Gumm, who was the mother of two of his children. In 1993,
Chevie took a second wife, Angie Settle, and moved to Elohim City. Angie soon tired of
the life style and left.

TIMELINE

To avoid confusion between the Kehoe brothers, this narrative will refer to Chevie
Kehoe as Kehoe and Cheyne Kehoe as Cheyne.

1994

Chevie Kehoe began to supply guns to the Aryan Republican Army. Kehoe was soon
taken under the ARA umbrella contracted to assassinate the Mueller family.

1995

Kehoe befriended Faron Lovelace, an escaped convict from Wisconsin, where he was
serving time for armed robbery. Kehoe convinced Lovelace to murder Jeremy Scott,
hoping to marry Scott’s wife. Lovelace carried out the execution order, but the wife
declined Kehoe’s proposal. Later that year, Kehoe ordered the kidnapping and ransom of
Malcolm Friedman. The duo demanded a $15,000 ransom from Friedman’s wife.

1996

Kehoe met Danny Lee, a.k.a. Danny Graham. Lee, 24, had convictions for a wide
variety of crimes in several states, including homicide, robbery, theft, and assault with a
dangerous weapon.

The ARA had contracted Kehoe to murder the Mueller family, brief residents of
Elohim City, who were privy to information dealing with the ARA’s supposed
involvement in the Oklahoma City Bombing. The Muellers reportedly left Elohim City
in fear they would be assassinated by Andreas Strassmeir and Michael Brescia, the latter
a known member of the ARA.
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Kehoe and Lee broke into the Mueller home in Tilly, Arkansas, dressed as FBI
agents, hiding inside the home until the family returned. When the family of three came
home, they were subdued with handcuffs and duct tape. Kehoe and Lee tortured Nancy
Mueller with cattle prods before killing her alongside her daughter and husband, all of
them suffocated by plastic bags taped over their heads. Kehoe and Lee then stole a trailer
full of guns, ammunition, and gold from the premises and dumped the bodies in an
Arkansas bayou.

December 1996

Police arrested a young skinhead outside Spokane, Washington, for illegal possession
of an assault rifle stolen from the Mueller house. The young man quickly told police that
Chevie Kehoe sold him the rifle. Kehoe skipped town with his brother and moved from
Washington to Texas, then to Ohio.

February 1997

Police stopped a Chevrolet Suburban for expired Washington plates. The driver was
Chevie Kehoe, and the car contained an unknown passenger. The occupants of the car
resisted arrest and fled the scene, the passenger shooting at police as the car sped away.
Police surrounded the car in a nearby parking lot. A brief firefight ensued, and a stray
bullet from an AR-15 rifle wounded a pedestrian. The shooter fled the scene on foot.
The car was registered to Jacob Settle, a former police officer in Winthrop, Washington,
and a member of Aryan Nations. The car contained: six guns, 4,000 rounds of
ammunition, bulletproof vests, FBI clothing, U.S. marshal badges, gas masks, gas
grenades, and body bags/stretchers.

The car chase and firefight were captured on the Ohio news. Authorities offered a
$60,000 reward for tips leading to the capture of the felons. Kehoe was able to evade
police by traveling through the white supremacy underground. He sold the Mueller guns
for money and used various false 1Ds.

OUTCOME

e Chevie Kehoe eventually settled down in Utah and found work as a ranch hand
with his brother, Cheyne. According to some reports, Kehoe began to talk to his
brother about plans to kill their parents, in order to acquire additional money. He
spoke of murdering his own wife, because he suspected she was part Native
American. At some point, Kehoe allegedly made advances toward Cheyne’s
wife, and Cheyne found out. Cheyne left the ranch and turned himself in to
authorities in Colville, Washington.

o [Faron Lovelace was captured in northern Idaho in August 1996 and tried for
murder. Lovelace led police to Jeremy Scott’s grave and disclosed that it was
Kehoe who ordered the killing of Scott.

e In 1997, Kehoe’s brother, Cheyne, turned himself in to authorities in Colville,
Washington, providing them with a map to his brother’s location. Chevie Kehoe
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was arrested a short time later. Kirby Kehoe was arrested for selling arms and
goods stolen from the Muellers. Danny Lee was arrested at his mother’s home in
Oklahoma in September 1997.

Aryan People’s Republic and Aryan Republican Army Website — General

Midwest Bank Robbers. Wikipedia (accessed 12/4/2004)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midwest Bank Robbers

The Aryan Republican Army, Elohim City, ARA connections (accessed 11/8/2004)
http://www.apfn.org/apfn/ara_okc.htm

Elohim City (accessed 11/8/2004)
http://www.adl.org/learn/ext us/Elohim.asp?LEARN Cat=Extremism&LEARN SubCat
=Extremism in America&xpicked=3

The Turner Diaries (accessed 11/8/2004)
http://www.adl.org/learn/Ext US/Turner Diaries.asp

The Diaries: An Inspiration. The National Alliance (accessed 11/8/2009)
http://www.adl.org/explosion_of hate/intro_diaries.asp

Aryan Republican Army. Rotten.com (accessed 11/8/2004)
http://www.rotten.com/library/bio/crime/criminals/aryan-republican-army/

USA v. Mark Williams. MIPT terrorism knowledge base (accessed 12/4/2004)
http://206.112.75.132/CaseHome.jsp?caseid=331

Cash, J.D. Rebels Without A Cause. Jubilee newspaper (accessed 11/8/2004)
http://www.jubilee-newspaper.com/rebels_without.htm

Cash, J.D. Evidence withheld by FBI could sink Oklahoma's case against Nichols
Evidence withheld by FBI could sink Oklahoma's case against Nichols. McCurtain Daily
Gazette (accessed 11/8/2004)
http://www.mccurtain.com/articles/2004/09/29/okc_bombing/okc02.text.txt

Macko, Steve. THE ARYAN REPUBLICAN ARMY ...EmergencyNet News Service
(accessed 11/2/2004) http://www.emergency.com/aryanarm.htm

16 Terrorism Research Center in Fulbright College



University of Arkansas

1.6 BixBySC

BACKGROUND

Steven Bixby was the first member of his family to arrive in Abbeville, South
Carolina, in the mid-1990s. In his late 20s, he quickly became notorious around local
taverns for ranting about his constitutional rights and bellowing “Live Free or Die,” the
motto of his home state, New Hampshire. The local townspeople tolerated the boisterous
Steven, and no one ever confronted him about why he had abandoned his cherished home
state. Several years later, however, the town of Abbeville would learn that New
Hampshire had issued several arrest warrants for Bixby stemming from a domestic
violence charge and several reckless driving charges. He had spent a month in jail in
1981, after a local judge found him in contempt of court.

Sometime in the year 2000, Steven’s parents, Arthur and Rita, left New Hampshire to
join their son. The family of three moved into a house in Abbeville, just off Highway 72.
Like their son, Arthur and Rita also shared strong anti-government beliefs. Rita was a
major source of the family’s extremist ideologies. For 20-some years she had been well
known for terrorizing her New Hampshire neighbors and public officials with sham
lawsuits, common-law tax protests, and occasional armed threats. In the 1980s, the
family had been members of the New Hampshire “Constitutional Revivalists.” However,
after only a couple of years in the extremist group, Arthur and Rita severed their
involvement, reportedly telling people that the group was not radical enough.

In the small town of Abbeville, the Bixby family became known for their anti-
government viewpoints and radical ideologies. They were common faces in the
Abbeville town center, where they frequently attempted to pass “patriotic” literature to
locals. When the South Carolina Department of Transportation informed the Bixbys that
a small portion of their property was about to be seized, the families “live free or die”
motto became reality.

TIMELINE
December 4, 2003

The South Carolina Department of Transportation informed Arthur Bixby that the
previous owner of the Bixby property had signed a right-of-way over to the state for
future development rights on the property. The original right-of-way contract, signed 40
years before, was hand-delivered to Arthur Bixby on Thursday morning. The contract
gave the state of South Carolina the right to take a portion of the Bixby property for the
widening of Highway 72. The highway's new direction would take only a small corner
section of their property and actually give them extra footage elsewhere, which they
could purchase from the state for one dollar. The Bixbys were outraged at the
“injustice,” and took it as a clear case of the government conspiring against them and
their constitutional rights.
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They responded with a letter to the State Department of Transportation, accusing the
state of fraud and taking rights away from its citizens. They closed the letter with an
even stronger message:

“Patrick Henry of Virginia said, ‘Give Me Liberty or Give Me Death. Death is not
the worst of evils.’

General John Stark of New Hampshire said, ‘Live Free or Die!”
We, the undersigned, echo those sentiments!”

December 5, 2003

Workers from the Department of Transportation began staking out the Bixby yard.
At the sight, Steven Bixby stormed out of the house, yanked up the stakes, and threw
them in the road, shouting obscenities at the workers until they left.

December 8, 2003

Sergeant Danny Wilson, 37, from the Abbeville County Sheriff’s Department, pulled
into the Bixby driveway to reason with the family about their objections to the Highway
72 project. Sergeant Wilson parked his cruiser and started to get out. Before he could
shut the door, he was shot in the back by a 7mm Magnum. Arthur and Steven Bixby
dragged the wounded officer into the house and handcuffed his hands behind his back,
leaving the officer in the kitchen, lying in his own blood. Hearing a gunshot, neighbors
immediately dialed 911.

The first officers to respond were Sheriff's Lieutenant Deborah Graham and Donnie
Ouzts, a constable for the county magistrate. When Graham and Ouzts arrived, they saw
Wilson’s cruiser parked in the driveway. Officer Ouzts stepped out of his vehicle and
started toward the house. Before Ouzts got far, a local citizen who had driven to the
Bixby residence yelled at Ouzts to take cover. The constable turned to run, but it was too
late. He was shot in the back. Arriving state troopers immediately drove a police cruiser
between Ouzts's body and the house to block the gunfire and dragged him to safety.
Unfortunately, the 63-year-old officer died en route to the hospital.

Officers on the scene immediately called for backup, hoping to resolve the escalating
situation. Soon, nearly 200 state and local officers surrounded the Bixby residence,
including the SWAT Team with an armored vehicle, helicopters, and police robots from
the Bomb Squad unit.

Meanwhile, Rita Bixby, who was at an apartment complex in Abbeville, allegedly
threatened to shoot people in the complex if police injured Arthur or Steven. This put
police in a difficult situation. Rita was threatening people, and they assumed that Wilson
was a hostage inside the Bixby residence. As a result, they were hesitant to use tear gas.
Police tried contacting Arthur and Steven by phone, with no success. They tried
megaphones. Neighbors tried to persuade Arthur and Steven to surrender. Despite
repeated entreaties, the only response from Arthur or Steven was more gunfire.
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That afternoon, a second SWAT Team, assigned to Rita Bixby’s standoff, coaxed the
71-year-old extremist out of the apartment complex and into police custody. Although
Rita surrendered peacefully, she refused to help authorities negotiate with Arthur and
Steven.

After several hours of sporadic gunfire, authorities made preparations to storm the
Bixby residence. Authorities had already cut the power to the house and arranged for a
robot to capture images of the interior. Police could see images of Sergeant Danny
Wilson lying face down in a pool of blood. Unfortunately, the robot could not maneuver
any farther into the house because of debris. At 7:15 p.m., an armored vehicle, fitted by a
local company with a ten-foot steel pipe, knocked down the front door.

Identifying the robot, Arthur and Steven Bixby opened fire on the officers. This time,
however, the gunfire lasted for a long 10 minutes. Officers had to be re-supplied with
ammunition several times. The Bixbys finally ran out of ammunition and realized this
was a battle they could not win. Nearly 13 hours after the standoff began, Steven Bixby
walked out of his house with his hands up. He was thrown to the ground, handcuffed,
and put in the back of a police cruiser without saying a word.

When police finally entered the Bixby home, they quickly located and arrested Arthur
Bixby, who was critically wounded. Sergeant Wilson had bled to death. Police
discovered militia and anti-government literature, as well as suicide notes, strewn
throughout the house.

OUTCOME

e Arthur and Steven Bixby were indicted on two counts of murder in the shooting
deaths of Constable Donnie Ouzts and Abbeville Sheriff's Deputy Danny Wilson.

« Rita Bixby was indicted on charges of conspiracy to commit murder and
accessory before the fact to murder. All three pleaded not guilty.

e In August 2004, Arthur, Rita, and Steven Bixby all received the death penalty.

Online Newspaper.

Collins, Jeffrey. 12-9-2003 Dispute Over Land Prompts 13-Hour Standoff Between a
Family and Deputies; Two Officers Killed. Free Republic Free Republic
http://www.freerepublic.com/focus/f-news/1036771/posts

Collins, Jeffrey. 12-9-2003 Suspect in standoff claims self-defense. The State.com The
State.com http://www.thestate.com/mld/thestate/news/local/7445382.htm

Website — General

2 Cops Slain In S.C. Standoff CBS News.com 12-9-2003 (accessed 4/28/2005)
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2003/12/09/national/main587530.shtml
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Six SC law enforcement officer killed in line of duty in '03 remembered Weds. wistv.com
5-5-2004 (accessed 4/28/2005) http://www.wistv.com/Global/story.asp?S=1841982

Moser, Bob. The Abbeville Horror. (accessed 4/27/2005)
http://www.splcenter.org/intel/intelreport/article.jsp?pid=668

Website — Government

Deadly Domains: Standoffs with Extremists Anti-Defamation League 12-15-2003
(accessed 4/28/2005) http://www.adl.org/L earn/safety/Deadly Domains.asp
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1.7 THE COVENANT, THE SWORD AND THE ARM OF THE LORD (CSA)
BACKGROUND

In 1971, a San Antonio fundamentalist preacher named James Ellison had a vision.
God told him “to establish a refuge and take people in.” In 1976, Ellison purchased 224
acres of isolated wilderness near Bull Shoals Lake on the Arkansas-Missouri border,
some 40 miles from the nearest town. He called his Pentecostal church community
Zarephath-Horeb, a biblical reference to the Prophet Elijah’s place of refuge during his
battle with Jezebel’s priests. James Ellison was creating a place of refuge for those
fighting the “worshippers of false Gods,” a place where “God’s chosen people” could
prepare for racial Armageddon.

Within the Zarephath-Horeb community, members lived to a high standard.
According to Kerry Noble, an elder within the community, “Besides requiring a love for
Jesus and a high desire to follow and obey Him, we allowed no smoking, no drinking
beer (wine was allowed in moderation, since we used wine for the Lord’s Supper), no
cussing, no drugs. Everyone had to attend the praise meetings and Bible studies.
Members of our church had to live on our property and were required to work with us
instead of in town. If a person was not willing to follow this standard, Zarephath-Horeb
was not the place to live.”

The group ordained itself a place of communal worship, away from the evil
influences of urban America. As a religious community, Zarephath expected everyone to
contribute. Most of the men cut timber for a Zarephath-owned company called Christian
Brothers Cedar, which had a contract to clear over 3,000 acres of cedar trees. Other men
built homes on the property, did carpentry work on nearby homes or businesses, or
repaired vehicles in the on-site garage. The women made trips to the nearest town for
groceries, worked in the garden, sorted through donated clothes, and took care of the
community’s children. Most days were full of activity in preparation for the nightly
praise meeting or Bible study. Eventually, the members were asked to sell everything of
value, including watches, silver coins, wedding rings, high school rings, anything
“materialistic,” in order to buy food and equipment.

The church, on the surface, seemed a reasonable place for Christians to “dwell safely
away from the government of the Antichrist.” They focused on the end time, “when God
would judge the sins of nations.” The character of the community began to change as
they embraced a violent, racist doctrine called Christian Identity.

In 1978, James Ellison had another vision. He was convinced the American economy
and the government would soon collapse and chaos reign across the country. Ellison
relayed this message to the community, and soon the compound began stockpiling for the
Apocalypse, including weapons, ammunition, supplies, and, eventually, a five-year
supply of food and water.

From August 1978 to December 1979, the church spent $52,000 on weapons,
ammunition, and military equipment. Members began military training. Weapons of
choice included 9mm, .38- and .45-caliber pistols; Ruger-10 .22-caliber rifles; Mini-14
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.223-caliber assault rifles, HK-91 .308-caliber rifles, and Remington-870 12-gauge
shotguns.

Kerry Noble wrote in his book, Tabernacle of Hate: Why They Bombed Oklahoma
City, “We built our homes with defense in mind...Many of the houses had bunkers built
underneath. Those that didn’t usually had a foxhole bunker nearby. We aggressively
began to store ammunition, food and clothing.”

The community embraced the Christian Identity movement. In meetings and
conferences with other religious communities and right-wing lecturers, the Zarephath-
Horeb church found a completely new direction to lead them (See Christian ldentity
movement in Appendix 1. Zarephath adopted this right-wing religious ideology, and
their daily activities changed; members all but ceased their church services and Bible
studies, instead going to gun shows and right-wing lectures.

Under Ellison’s direction, the church needed to prepare for the inevitable war that
would occur between survivalist Christian Identity groups like their own and the
American government, a government that would ultimately subvert the basic inherent
rights in the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution.

Soon thereafter, Ellison decided their church should have a name that would
symbolize their paramilitary function. The church community known as Zarephath-
Horeb became the Covenant, the Sword, and the Arm of the Lord. According to Ellison:

“The Covenant speaks of all the covenants of God from Adam to Christ and
especially of the covenants He has made with us in this last hour...The Sword speaks of
all judgments of God from the time of the Garden, but especially of the coming judgment
upon America. The Arm is those people whom (sic) God will use to administer the final
end-time judgment. And we are part of that people.”

The Zarephath-Horeb Church, once a small, tight-knit community of Christians,
embraced the ideas of returning America to its Christian roots, to “hasten the return of the
Messiah by “carrying out God’s judgments’ against unrepentant sinners,” to overthrow
the United States government—an organization CSA members believed was controlled
by the Jews, descendants of Satan—who were attempting to establish “a world order
based on humanism, materialism, socialism, and communism.” CSA believed chaos in
America would be an inevitable result of the mixing of the races and because the Jews
were “financing the training of blacks (considered subhuman) to take over most of our
major cities.”

TIMELINE
April 18, 1980

Ellison’s sister came to ask him for a favor. She and her husband needed a lot of
money and asked Jim if he could arrange for their trailer house to burn so they could
collect the insurance money. He agreed to do it. That night, after his sister had removed
what she wanted to save, Jim Ellison and William Thomas, a religious but loyal elder
within the CSA hierarchy, crossed state lines and set fire to the trailer house. His sister
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collected $11,000 in insurance money. This incident became the watershed for CSA’s
illegal endeavors.

Late 1980

The group expanded to nearly 60 members, and its arsenal expanded as well. They
purchased Uzis, MAC-10s, and MAC-11s, giving the CSA army substantial firepower.
They were illegally turning semi-automatic weapons into fully automatic ones without
proper registration, a clear violation of firearms laws.

1981

While members of the group were teaching a seminar in Detroit, Robert Miles, a Ku
Klux Klan leader in Michigan, gave CSA a 30-gallon barrel of cyanide. According to
Kerry Noble, “...when the judgment time had arrived, we could dump the cyanide into
the water supply systems of major cities, condemning hundreds of thousands of people to
death for their sins. Until that time occurred, however, the cyanide served only one
purpose—one of our munitions men placed some of the cyanide in sealed tips of hollow-
point bullets, so that even a graze shot would kill a man. The rest of the cyanide was
safely stored away from the children.”

The group began publishing the “CSA Journal,” with a 2000-plus-member
subscription. The journal included articles on Identity and Bible teachings, survivalist,
military tradecraft, and right-wing rhetoric. Kerry Noble also authored, between 1981
and 1983, works that included, Prepare War!, CSA’s Scriptural basis for violence and
militarism; Betrayal: 100 Facts; The Jews: 100 Facts; and the CSA Survival Manual, a
training guide for the right wing, discussing weapons, home defense, and survival.

In one edition, the CSA Journal described what would occur during Armageddon:

“There will be an economic collapse, riots in the cities, famine, and war. People will
kill each other for food, weapons, shelter, clothing, anything. It will get so bad that
parents will eat their children.”

It went on to describe plagues, natural disasters, human sacrifices, sodomy, and
nuclear warfare, after which “all but the elect will have the mark of the Beast.” CSA
members signed a pledge not to surrender when Armageddon occurred.

CSA constructed an onsite training facility called Silhouette City, where targets
included state troopers, Jews, and blacks. There, CSA and their paramilitary arm taught
basic pistol and rifle use, personal home defense, rural and urban warfare, weapons
proficiency, general military field craft, Christian martial arts, and natural wilderness
survival.

October 1982
CSA invited speakers and members of Aryan Nations, the Mountain Church, the

Christian-Patriots Defense League, and the Ku Klux Klan to a meeting in an attempt to
initiate a unified cause. Although the convocation failed to organize a definitive direction
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for right-wing groups, Robert Miller, founder of the spiritual community, Elohim City
(see Appendix 1) provided the rhetoric for a future unification under the direction of
James Ellison. Miller declared Ellison a prophet, one full of vision that would unite the
attending groups to battle the Zionist Occupied Government (ZOG).

July 1983

Leaders of the Aryan Nations, Ku Klux Klan, and Church of Jesus Christ Christian (a
Christian Identity church in Hayden Lake, Idaho), along with James Ellison, initiated a
bold operation to overthrow the ZOG and establish a separate Aryan nation based on a
Christian Identity faith. Their plots included assassinating government officials, Jews,
and prominent politicians; bombing such public facilities as gas pipelines and power
sources; burning synagogues and “homosexual-friendly” churches, and even bombing the
Alfred E. Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City. The group also initiated the idea
of poisoning a city’s water supply with cyanide. Although no one city was targeted,
Washington D.C., New York, and Chicago were mentioned.

This was the beginning of CSA’s religious war. They published a manifesto called
ATTACK (Aryan Tactical Treaty for the Advancement of Christ’s Kingdom), declaring
war against the government. This was seen as the Second American Revolution.

“We shall Attack and Advance into enemy territory within the next two years. Be
prepared!”

August 9, 1983

James Ellison and William Thomas traveled from the CSA compound in Marion
County, Arkansas, to Springfield, Missouri, where they set fire to the Metropolitan
Community Church, a gay and lesbian church. Thomas poured gasoline into the front
door mail slot and set it on fire, while Ellison waited in the getaway car. Only the door
caught fire, but the intention was clear.

August 15, 1INovember 11, 1983

Thomas and two non-CSA members, Stephen Scott and Richard Wayne Snell,
traveled to Fulton, Arkansas. Snell and Scott had been recruited to assist in the
ATTACK operations. Their goal was to damage a natural gas pipeline that crossed the
Red River on its way from the Gulf of Mexico to Chicago. According to Kerry Noble,
“It was winter. We thought people would freeze, that they might start riots.” The
dynamite exploded, but failed to cause significant damage to the pipeline.

November-December 1983
On November 12, the same three went to Texarkana, Arkansas to rob a pawnshop.

While Thomas waited in the car, Scott and Snell bound and gagged the owner of the
store, Bill Stump. Snell shot Stumpp three times in the head with a .22-caliber pistol.
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They took jewelry, guns, and money from the register, which they handed over to Ellison
for community distribution and bills.

They began to think of these activities as steps to something much bigger. Sometime
in November, Ellison directed Snell and Scott to “case” the Murrah Federal Building in
Oklahoma City, recognizing that destroying a federal building would galvanize the right-
wing movement. Ellison directed CSA’s new munitions man, Kent Yates, to begin
developing a missile system that could bring down the Murrah building from a distance.
In early December, however, a rocket that Yates had been preparing exploded in his
hands.

Meanwhile, Kerry Noble had fallen out of favor with Ellison and become somewhat
estranged from the group. He had always seen the use of paramilitary tactics to
perpetuate religion as somewhat suspect. In an attempt to regain favor, Noble had Yates
make him a briefcase with C-4 explosives and dynamite. He took the briefcase and a .22-
caliber pistol with a silencer to Kansas City where he intended to bomb an adult
bookstore and shoot homosexuals at a park. While driving around, Noble could not find
anyone at the park. At the adult bookstore, the manager informed him that he could not
enter with the briefcase, so Noble left with bomb in hand. The next day, he entered the
Metropolitan Community Church in Kansas City, a gay church, where he planned to set
off the bomb. Envisioning the chaos and destruction that would occur, and deliberating
whether or not an act such as this would trigger a revolution of the right wing, Noble
reneged and walked out.

June 1984

On June 30, Richard Wayne Snell killed an Arkansas state trooper. When he was
arrested for the murder, authorities found weapons in the back of his van and tied them to
CSA and James Ellison. Shortly thereafter, Arkansas Governor Bill Clinton “wanted to
make available to all law enforcement officials a list of suspected or known members of
any paramilitary or white supremacist organizations in Arkansas.”

CSA members who had been arrested previously, like Randall Rader and Bill
Thomas, turned state’s evidence against CSA. They testified that CSA had been creating
illegal weapons, and that wanted members of The Order, a fellow right-wing group, were
now staying in the CSA compound.

April 1985

On April 15, right-wing zealot David Tate shot and killed two Missouri state troopers.
Tate left a van full of illegal weapons behind, and the FBI believed he was headed to the
CSA compound.

On April 18, an officer delivered an arrest warrant for Ellison on arson charges, for
his role in his sister’s insurance fraud scheme. Informed Ellison would not surrender, the
FBI’s Hostage Rescue Team laid siege to the CSA compound and initiated negotiations.

On April 19, over 200 federal, state, and local law enforcement agents cordoned off
the 224-acre compound in rural Arkansas. Federal Agent Danny Coulson was in charge
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of the operation. Although CSA had prepared for an enemy invasion, with land mines
laid around the property and a five-year stockpile of food, Coulson was able to
successfully negotiate the surrender of James Ellison and the CSA compound. Working
with Kerry Noble, a term of surrender document was signed by Coulson, U.S. Attorney
Asa Hutchinson, and James Ellison. There were no shots fired, no mass exodus, and no
deaths. The negotiations were a complete success, and James Ellison was finally in
federal custody.

OuTCcOoME

« Ellison faced charges on conspiracy-to-possess-unlawful-weapons, RICO
violations, and other weapons violations. His charges carried with them nearly
200 years in prison, if convicted.

e Under a plea bargain agreement, James Ellison eventually was handed a 20-year
sentence.

o Kerry Noble received a five-year sentence.

o Other members of the community served similar sentences for weapons
violations.

e Richard Wayne Snell was sentenced to death.

e The Zarephath-Horeb church and the Covenant, the Sword, and the Arm of the
Lord disbanded, but the right-wing Christian Identity movement still exists today.
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1.8 JEwISH DEFENSE LEAGUE
BACKGROUND

The Jewish Defense League was formed in 1968 by Rabbi Meir Kahane, who
believed that the “major Jewish organizations in the United States” had “failed to protect
America’s Jews from anti-Semitism,” which he saw as “exploding” all over the country.
The JDL believed that “American Jews were living in a fiercely hostile society, facing
much the same dangers as the Jews in Nazi Germany or those in Israel surrounded by 100
million Arab enemies.” The assassination of Kahane in 1990 reaffirmed the JDL’s belief
that Jewish persons were under attack, even in the United States.

The FBI and CIA have investigated the JDL, a known terrorist organization, for over
30 different terrorist activities since 1969. It has many branches throughout the United
States and each group operates separately from the main organization.

Irving David Rubin was born on April 12, 1945, in Montreal, Quebec, Canada. As a
boy he experienced anti-Semitism first hand and quickly began to use violence to remedy
the situation. After immigrating to the United States with his family in 1961, Rubin
joined the U.S. Air Force and served four years. In 1973, Rubin served in Israel's civil
defense corps during the Yom Kippur War.

Rubin became involved in the newly formed Jewish Defense League in the early
1970s. He was inspired by a speech given by founder Rabbi Meir Kahane and joined the
same day. Rubin identified with the militant goals of the group and became one of its
most important members. Rubin quickly moved through the ranks of the organization,
becoming the chairman of the JDL in 1985.

“Chairman” Rubin was arrested over 40 times, and the JDL was involved in
numerous terrorist activities against Muslim and Arab Americans in the United States,
though it was never proved that he was explicitly involved in or responsible for any of
these activities.

Earl Krugel was born in April 1942. He served in the U.S. Navy for four years. He
joined the JDL in the 1970s and became coordinator of the West Coast branch. He was
quoted on tapes supplied by an FBI confidential source as saying that the Arabs needed a
wake-up call and something had to be done about their filthy mosques. Krugel was
reportedly involved in at least two previous bombing attempts in association with the
JDL and helped to recruit the confidential source, Danny Gillis, into the JDL when Gillis
was a teenager. Krugel recruited Gillis again in October 2001 to carry out the bombing
plot against Arab-associated institutions.

Danny Gillis was a Petty Officer in the Navy. While in high school, Gillis was
reportedly a member of a Jewish-pride gang in the Porter Ranch area of the San Fernando
Valley. Though he often fought with white supremacist youths during this time, he had
no arrest record. Gillis said he had taken part in two earlier JDL bombing attempts, one
at a San Fernando Valley tattoo parlor and a plan to plant a bomb outside a Valley
mosque. He had reportedly ended his contact with the JDL after his honorable discharge
from the Navy in early 2001. Gillis claimed he became involved in the 2001 bombing
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plot because he supported the JDL’s attacks against skinheads, but did not support their
attacks against Muslim- and Arab-Americans because he had many Arab-American
friends.

TIMELINE
On or about October 17, 2001

Irving David Rubin and Earl Leslie Krugel recruited Danny Gillis to carry out a
bombing plot against Arab-associated institutions and/or people in the Los Angeles area.
Unbeknownst to Krugel and Rubin, their intended fall guy, Gillis, had defected to the FBI
just days after being recruited. After Gillis agreed to help the FBI, he was wired and sent
into meetings so the agency could build a case against the two men.

Krugel and Rubin intended to attack only Arab- and/or Muslim-associated buildings.
Among the reported potential targets: the Muslim Public Affairs Council building on
Wilshire Boulevard in Los Angeles, the King Fahd Mosque on Washington Boulevard in
Culver City, and the field office of U.S. Representative Darrel Issa, located in San
Clemente.

October 29, 2001

Krugel met Gillis to discuss a list detailing various mosques he believed should be
potential targets. Since the group had already decided to bomb the Muslim Public Affairs
Council, Krugel instructed Gillis to photograph the offices of the Council. These
photographs would be used to determine the best possible means to bomb the office. In
an attempt to help Gillis with his research, Krugel gave him papers with descriptive
information about the Los Angeles Council office.

November 4, 2001

Krugel and Gillis met again. Gillis had taken photographs of the Muslim Public
Affairs Council office and brought the prints to Krugel for review. The men discussed
how to build the bomb, and Krugel said they could build it in his garage. He already had
three feet of fuse. Krugel told Gillis to transport the bomb to the Council Office in a
paper bag, so as not to draw attention.

November 8, 2001

At his meeting with Gillis, Krugel turned his attention to the construction of the
bomb. Krugel instructed Gillis to purchase a “unique” brand of gunpowder somewhere
outside the Los Angeles area. He would show Gillis the type of pipe to purchase for
constructing the bomb.
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November 14, 2001

The plans for constructing the bomb were not complete, so Krugel met again with
Gillis to discuss the materials needed. Krugel gave Gillis a sample of the fuse they
needed and stressed he get the right gunpowder. Knowing that fingerprints on bomb
components could tie Gillis, and therefore Krugel, to the planned bombing(s), Krugel
instructed Gillis to wear gloves while handling the bomb components.

November 20, 2001
Krugel told Gillis not to buy any fuse, because they had enough.
December 7, 2001

In spite of Krugel’s numerous meetings with Gillis, he still did not trust Gillis to buy
the right components. Krugel said they would go shopping on December 10, he would
construct the bomb by December 12, and Gillis could carry out the bombing on
December 13. But Irving Rubin, who was in charge of finances, had to approve the
plans. The meetings increased in frequency as the date for the bombing approached.

December 8, 2001

Irving Rubin got more involved with the plot and asked Gillis if he had purchased the
“unique” gunpowder. Rubin had not seen the photographs of the Muslim Public Affairs
Council office. When he reviewed them, he said he wanted to change the target of the
bombing to a mosque in Culver City. He promised to provide the address of the mosque
to Gillis in a few days so he could carry out the bombing on the scheduled date.

December 10, 2001

Krugel and Gillis went to a hardware store, and Krugel showed Gillis the right pipe to
purchase. He left Gillis in the hardware store while he waited outside, unwilling to
connect himself with the purchase. After the purchase, the men drove to Krugel’s Reseda
residence and stored the pipe in his garage. The two scheduled a meeting for the next
day.

December 11, 2001

All three men met to finalize plans. Rubin brought information for the new target, the
King Fahd Mosque. In addition to bombing the mosque, Gillis was to bomb the field
office of United States Congressman Darrell Issa. Gillis was instructed to locate the field
office and conduct surveillance. Gillis delivered the gunpowder to Krugel’s home.
Krugel now had all the necessary materials to construct a bomb: gunpowder, fuse
material, pipe, and end-caps.
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OUTCOME

e Irving David Rubin was arrested on December 11, 2001, when police officers
pulled him over on his way from Jerry’s Famous Deli in Encino to his Monrovia
home. Earl Leslie Krugel was arrested on December 11, 2001, in his Reseda area
home, prior to the arrest of his associate, Irving Rubin.

e On November 4, 2002, prior to standing trial, Rubin reportedly slashed his neck
with a prison-issue razor blade and fell 18 feet over a railing at the federal
Metropolitan Detention Center. Rubin died in the hospital 10 days later. As of
January 2005, representatives of Rubin’s family were still investigating his
apparent suicide.

« Krugel was brought to trial on one count of conspiracy to violate the civil rights
of the users of the Culver City mosque and one count of carrying an explosive
device in connection with a conspiracy to impede or injure an officer of the
United States. In exchange for his cooperation with authorities regarding several
incidents believed to involve the JDL, Krugel faces a 10- to 20-year prison term;
if he had been convicted at trial on the original charges, Krugel would have
received a mandatory 40-year term.

e InJune 2004, prosecutors petitioned to try Krugel on multiple counts listed in an
indictment filed against him three years ago, arguing that Krugel breached terms
of the plea deal. The case had yet to come to trial as of January 2005.

e The activities of the Jewish Defense League have been virtually non-existent
since the indictments and convictions of Earl Krugel and Irving Rubin for their
planned terrorist attacks in the Los Angeles area in 2001.

Online Newspaper.

Tugend, Tom. Never Say Never Again A Reaction Report Online. A Reaction Report
Online http://www.fpp.co.uk/Online/02/01/Rubin/JerusPost010102.html

Judge denies requests to unseal documents in alleged JDL bomb plot. Associated Press
LexisNexis
http://www.nexis.com/research/home?_key=1097606278&_session=d6ae513c-1c7d-
11d9-aa4l

Levy, Mike. JDL Trial Set for October. The Jewish Journal of Greater Los Angeles
http://www.jewishjournal.com/home/preview.php?id=8404

Levy, Mike. Terrorists or Fall Guys? Virtual Israel.com
http://virtualjerusalem.com/news/infocus/?disp_feature=2daWuh.var

Rosenzweig, David. June 15, 2004 JDL Activist Faces Trial Over Plot. Los Angeles
Times 3 LexisNexis http://www.nexis.com/research/home? key=1098029162&
session=7185ee0a-2056-11d9-be6b
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Website — General

About the Jewish Defense League. Backgrounder: The Jewish Defense League. Anti-
Defamation League (accessed 10/20/2004) http://www.adl.org/extremism/jdl_chron.asp

Findlaw.com (accessed10/16/2004)
http://news.findlaw.com/hdocs/docs/jdl/usrubin121201cmpl.pdf

Nexis.com (accessed 10/17/2004)
http://www.nexis.com/research/home? key=1098029163&banner=1& session=7185ee0
a-2056-11d9-be6b-

United States District Court for the Central District of California. February 2001 Grand
Jury. Indictments. FindLaw.com (accessed 10/25/2004)
http://news.lp.findlaw.com/hdocs/docs/jdl/usrubin011002ind.pdf

Osman, Khalil. Arrest of Jewish terrorists in America highlights hypocrisy of crackdown
on Muslims. Muslimmedia.com (accessed 12/13/2004).
ttp://www.muslimedia.com/archives/special02/us-jewterror.htm

Sidman, Fern. Today We Lost a True Hero. The Official Jewish Defense League Website
(accessed 10/16/2004) http://www.jdl.org/information/chairman/hero.shtml

Jewish Defense League. Jewish Defense League (accessed 9/12/2004)
http://www.jdl.org/

Meta-Religion JDL. Jewish Defense League. Meta-Religion (accessed 9/21/2004)
http://www.meta-religion.com/Extremism/Jewish_extremism/jewish_defense_league.htm

The Holocaust Historiography Project. Holocaust Calendar. The Holocaust
Historiography (accessed 9/24/2004)
http://www.corax.org/revisionism/misc/calendar.html

Backgrounder: The Jewish Defense League, About the Jewish Defense League. Anti-
Defamation League.org (accessed 9/29/2004)
http://www.adl.org/extremism/jdl_chron.asp

Website — Government

Jewish Defense League Member Pleads Guilty. Field News Press Release
February 4, 2003 (accessed 10/16/2004)
http://www.fbi.gov/fieldnews/february/l1a020403.htm

Mrozek, Thom. Grand Jury Indicts Two Linked to Jewish Defense League.
USAO/CDCA Press Release. January 10, 2002 (accessed 10/12/2004)
http://www.usdoj.gov
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19 THE Ku KLUX KLAN

The Ku Klux Klan is, for most Americans, the quintessential symbol of right-wing
white supremacy. The Klan has seen three incarnations since it first appeared in the
South after the Civil War. It reached its peak in the 1920s, claiming millions of
members, although this figure cannot be verified. However, the images of white robes,
white hoods, and burning crosses were seared into the American psyche and kept alive by
writers and filmmakers, thus giving credence to a large and well-organized organization.

Today, the Klan exists only in the form of isolated groups and supporters. It has
become fragmented and decentralized, and membership continues to decline from the
supposed millions in its heyday to a few thousand members today. In spite of
membership drives designed to convince people the KKK is neither racist nor violent, the
symbols of the Klan do not die easily.

The incidents in this case study involve individuals who were associated with KKK
organizations at the time of the incident or individuals who had, in the past, been
associated with the KKK.

The first incident, Barefoot KKK, looks at Charles Barefoot, who had been involved
with the Klan for many years before deciding to form his own Klan faction because the
National Knights of the Ku Klux Klan were not violent enough.

The Fusilier and Dartez KKK incident involves six members of the American
Invisible Empire of the Ku Klux Klan in Louisiana who decide to don robes and burn a
cross in the yard of an African-American family.

The Hull KKK case study introduces us to the White Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, a
splinter group in Pennsylvania.

These three incidents deal with splinter groups or factions of the Indiana-based
National Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, which the more extreme white supremacy groups
consider too moderate. However, past Klan membership and white supremacist ideology
are common threads among the leaders and membership of many of the right-wing
extremist groups.

1.9 KKK BAREFOOT
BACKGROUND

Charles Robert Barefoot Jr. was born in 1963 in Johnston County, North Carolina,
and spent his life there. Although his ties to the Ku Klux Klan went back several years,
he found the outlet to practice his white supremacy beliefs as an officer in the North
Carolina chapter of the Indiana-based National Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. National
Knight members liked to frighten local citizens with weapons trainings and cross
burnings on Klan property. In this setting, Barefoot developed an aggressive and
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intimidating personality. However, Indiana-based National Knights leader Railton Loy
(convicted in 2001 for harassing a newspaper reporter) informed North Carolina
authorities that Barefoot eventually began to feel that the National Knights were not
aggressive enough in their ideologies and tactics. Barefoot left the National Knights to
form a new KKK faction.

In April 2001, Barefoot formed the “Church of the Nation’s Knights of the Ku Klux
Klan” and registered his organization in Johnston County as a “charitable and religious
organization.” Barefoot declared himself the “agent” of the new faction and began
recruiting members. By January 2002, Barefoot had formed a 12-member group with
similar violent and aggressive beliefs in white supremacy. The Nation’s Knights began
meeting regularly at Barefoot’s home, where they allegedly gathered bomb-making
materials and drafted a plot to bomb the Johnston County Sheriff’s Office. Barefoot
could not foresee that one of his 12 members would become an informant, and that the
bomb plot on the sheriff’s office would fail.

TIMELINE
July 19, 2002

Barefoot was taking a leisurely drive with his 18-year-old son, Daniel. Their outing
came to an abrupt halt when Barefoot saw flashing red and blue lights in his rear-view
mirror. Pulling to the side of the road, Barefoot was confronted by two Johnston County
deputies and informed that he was being stopped for a vehicle charge. On closer
observation, the deputies discovered that Barefoot had a number of firearms in his truck.
Forced to take quick action, deputies arrested Charles and Daniel Barefoot and took them
to the Johnston County Sheriff’s Office for more thorough investigation.

After discovering that the firearms in Barefoot’s pickup truck were stolen, deputies
decided to take a more in-depth look at Barefoot’s background. A search warrant was
issued, allowing deputies to search Barefoot’s house in Benson, North Carolina, for
additional stolen firearms and unlawful weapons. Entering Barefoot’s home, federal and
local law enforcement officers were stunned when they found some two dozen weapons
that included handguns, rifles, an Uzi, an AK-47, and 4,500 rounds of ammunition.
Authorities also found two homemade bombs and bomb-making materials; including
ether, detonating cords, and fuses, as well as a collection of Ku Klux Klan robes and
white supremacy paraphernalia. Their final discovery was the bomb plot to blow up the
Johnston County Sheriff’s Office, the sheriff, and the county jail.

Once authorities uncovered the arsenal of weapons and alleged bombing plot inside
Barefoot’s home and verified Barefoot’s connection to the Nation’s Knights of the Ku
Klux Klan, they transported Barefoot to the New Hanover County jail to await his court
date. While Barefoot was in detainment, the former Nation’s Knight member who
informed authorities of Barefoot’s bomb plot contacted authorities a second time to report
a murder he had witnessed in 2001. The individual reported to the State Bureau of
Investigation and the Sampson County Sheriff’s Office that he witnessed members of at
least two Ku Klux Klan organizations murder a fellow Klan member in Sampson County,
North Carolina.
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January 2, 2003

A decomposed body of a middle-aged man was found buried in a field in Sampson
County, at the exact location where the witness said the murder had taken place. The
informant told authorities that several Klan members had driven a van to Jacksonville,
North Carolina, to pick up the victim, also believed to be a Klan member. They drove
him back to Sampson County, where they shot him twice in the back of the head. The
informant told police that Klan members killed the man because he knew too much about
the alleged plot to bomb the Johnston County Sheriff’s Office.

Investigators went to the New Hanover County jail to question Charles Barefoot.
Barefoot was interviewed several times that evening, but the investigators were
unsuccessful in linking Barefoot to the murder.

January 3, 2003

Barefoot appeared in federal court before U.S. Magistrate William Mason, where he
pleaded guilty to one weapons count. Despite the guilty plea, authorities continued their
investigation of Barefoot and the murder that had occurred two years earlier.

January 10, 2003

Authorities obtained a search warrant to investigate a white van parked at Barefoot’s
home. Investigators discovered dried blood stains throughout the van.

OuTCcoME

o Two weeks later, after a closer analysis of blood samples, four Klan members
were arrested in connection with the Sampson County murder victim. The four
Klan members included 24-year-old Mark Anthony Denning of Newport, North
Carolina, 50-year-old Marvin Glen Gautier of Benson, North Carolina, 30-year-
old Michael Anthony Brewer of Lumberton, North Carolina, and Charles
Barefoot’s 37-year-old wife, Sharon Renee Barefoot.

« Sharon Barefoot and Mark Denning were members of Barefoot’s Church of the
Nation’s Knights and took part in the murder with National Knight Klan members
Michael Brewer and Marvin Gautier. Investigators soon discovered that Brewer
was the Grand Dragon of the National Knights group in Robeson County, North
Carolina, and played an active role in organizing the murder. Brewer verified to
investigators that he, Sharon Barefoot, Mark Denning, and Marvin Gautier
murdered the former Klan member because he had too much information
pertaining to the bomb plot on the Johnston County Sheriff’s Office.

e In April 2003, Charles Barefoot was sentenced to 27 months in prison.
Online Newspaper.

1-24-2003 Search warrant: Sampson slaying involved KKK members. Associated Press
State & Local Wire The Associated Press State & Local Wire http://web.lexis
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1-26-2003 Klan leader, wife of KKK leader charged in death. Associated Press State &
Local Wire The Associated Press State and Local Wire http://web.lexis

7-24-2002 Leader of splinter group called 'hothead' by national KKK leader. Associated
Press State & Local Wire The Associated Press State and Local Wire

Hennessy-Fiske, Molly. 1-26-2003 Two more face murder charges. The News and
Observer The News and Observer
http://www.nexis.com/research/home?_key=1096478010&_session=e27¢28c4-123a-
11d9-9287-

Schreiner, Mark. 7-25-2002 Judge confines KKK member to jail in bomb plot case. The
Morning Star The Morning Star he bomb threats were made on the county courthouse on
July 24, the same day a Ku Klux Klansman was in

Sullivan, John. 7-25-2002 Bomb plot suspect detained. The News and Observer The
News and Observer he bomb threats were made on the county courthouse on July 24, the
same day a Ku Klux Klansman was in

Sung, Ellen. 6-19-2003 Prison for Klan leader. The News and Observer The News and
Observer http://www.nexis.com/research/hnome?_key=1096408995& _session=32c29242-
119a-11d9-a9b0

Turnbull, Amy E. 8-8-2002 Man charged in courthouse bomb threats. The Morning Star
The Morning Star he bomb threats were made on the county courthouse on July 24, the
same day a Ku Klux Klansman was in

Website — General

KKK Grand Dragon, Three Others Charged in Two-Year-Old Slaying

Rick A. Ross Institute for the Study of Destructive Cults, Controversial Groups and
Movements. 1-26-2003 (accessed 9/27/2004)
http://www.rickross.com/reference/kkk/kkk58.html

Suspects Arrested In 2001 Slaying Connected To KKK. More Arrests Expected In Case
Believed To Be Connected To Johnston County Bombing Threat WRAL.com 1-27-2003
(accessed 9/27/2004) http://www.wral.com/news/1935749/detail.html

Armstrong, Rick, Alleged White Supremacist Arrested For Possible Bomb Plot Arsenal
Of Weapons, Bombs Recovered Rick A. Ross Institute for the Study of Destructive Cults,
Controversial Groups and Movements 7-19-2002 (accessed 9/27/2004)
http://www.rickross.com/reference/kkk/kkk54.html

Moser, Bob. Johnston County, NC. Southern Poverty Law Center (accessed 9/28/2004)
http://www.splcenter.org/intel/intelreport/article.jsp?sid=17

43 Terrorism Research Center in Fulbright College



University of Arkansas

Wallace, Kamal. Two Suspects With Ties To KKK Appear In Court On Murder Charges
Both Suspects Allegedly Involved In 2001 Shooting Death WRAL.com 1-27-2003
(accessed 9/27/2004) http://www.wral.com/news/1937799/detail.html

Wallace, Kamal. Hate in the Family Grassroots Luv 1-28-2003 (accessed 9/29/2004)
http://www.grassrootsluv.com/home/modules.php?op=modload&name=News&file=artic
le&sid=8

Wallace, Kamal. Barefoot Case Shows KKK Still Alive In Areas Of N.C.
KKK Has Long, Violent History In North Carolina WRAL.com 7-24-2002 (accessed
9/27/2004) http://www.wral.com/news/1575310/detail.html

Way, Neda. Ku Klux Klan Views on Black History. Ku Klux Klan. (accessed 9/29/2004)
http://emedia.leeward.hawaii.edu/kamanao/feb _kkk.html

Website — Government

Anti-Defamation League law Enforcement Agency Resource Network . Four with Klan
Ties Face Murder Charges. 1-28-2003 (accessed 9/27/2004)
http://www.adl.org/learn/news/nc_murder_kkk.asp

Anti-Defamation League law Enforcement Agency Resource Network. North
Carolina Klan Leader Arrested for Alleged Bomb Plot. 7-30-2002 (accessed 9/27/2004)
http://www.adl.org/learn/news/L eader_arrested klan.asp
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1.10 KKK FUSILIER DARTEZ
BACKGROUND

Longville, Louisiana, population 2,044, is a rural town in Beauregard County, just
south of De Ridder. Ninety-five percent of Longville is Caucasian, and a portion of this
population includes members of the American Invisible Empire of the Ku Klux Klan.

THE INCIDENT

On the evening of September 1, 2002, six people gathered in Longville with one
common goal in mind: white power. These were not adolescent pranksters, but middle-
aged men and women who were members of the Ku Klux Klan.

The six KKK members gathered that Sunday evening were David Anthony Fuselier,
32, Christopher Aaron Hammer, 22, Samuel James Trahan, 23, Berry Lynn Harris, 21,
Robert Alan Dartez, 27, and his 27- year-old wife, Holly Rochelle Brown Dartez. Their
objective was to run one of Longville’s few African-American families out of the town.

The Klan members arrived at the family’s residence in full Klan regalia. In the front
yard, they constructed a large cross, doused it with gasoline, and ignited it. They stood in
the light of the flames until they were sure the family saw the white robes and masks,
then fled the scene as the family watched the burning cross light the night.

OUTCOME

o David Fusilier pleaded guilty to conspiring to violate civil rights, interfering with
housing rights, and using fire in the commission of a felony. Fusilier received a
14-year prison term and was ordered to pay $5,000 in fines.

o Christopher Hammer, Samuel Trahan, Berry Harris, Robert Dartez and his wife,
Holly, all pleaded guilty to conspiring to violate civil rights. All were sentenced
to prison terms ranging from 12 to 21 months.

Online Newspaper.
11-16-02 KKK Members Accused of Cross-Burning. Associated Press Associated Press

Online http://www.nexis.com/research/home?_key=1113323699& _session=cf996ad0-
ab70-11d9-881e

4-10-03 Judge Sentences KKK Members to Prison. The Mercury News The Mercury
News http://www.mercurynews.com/mld/mercurynews/news/world/5607066.htm

4-11-03 Five KKK members sentenced in cross burning. Wire Reports Wire Reports
http://www.wfaa.com/sharedcontent/dallas/tsw/stories/041103dntexquickread.aa4e8.html

Gyan, Joe. 4-21-04 Court upholds 13-year sentence in cross-burning for KKK "Titan".
The Advocate The Advocate
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http://www.nexis.com/research/home?_key=1113323699& session=cf996ad0-ab70-
11d9-881e

Website — General

Grand Jury Returns an Indictment Against Five Ku Klux Klan Members. Black Action.
11-15-02 (accessed 4/13/2005) http://www.blackaction.net/indictment.htm

KKK Members Accused of Cross-Burning. Five KKK Members Indicted in Cross-
Burning on Black Family's Front Yard in Louisiana. Rick A Ross Institutive. 11-16-02
(accessed 4/7/2005) http://www.rickross.com/reference/kkk/kkk57.html

Judge Sentences KKK Members to Prison. Rick A Ross Institute. 4-10-03 (accessed
4/7/2005) http://www.rickross.com/reference/kkk/kkk62.html
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1.11 KKK HuLL
BACKGROUND

David Wayne Hull, 40, was divorced, unemployed, and lived alone in his secluded
farmhouse in Amwell, Pennsylvania. With a criminal record dating back to 1994,
including attempted homicide in 1998 and harassment in 1996, his roots with the Ku
Klux Klan ran long and deep.

Hull was a longtime adherent of the racist Christian Identity religion and had engaged
in Klan activities for the majority of his life. Working his way up through the hierarchy
of the Klan, Hull eventually became the self-proclaimed Imperial Wizard of the White
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan in Washington County, Pennsylvania. The White Knights
was a seven-member unit that grew out of the dissolved Invisible Empire Klan. Hull,
unlike most Klan leaders, avoided public appearances and led a secretive life. Hull
described his group as:

“Our Klan is a super-secret Klan where all of our activities are shrouded in a mist of
secrecy.....Our officers never speak to the press about anything.”

The foundation of Hull’s White Knights of the Ku Klux Klan faction was the belief
that Christianity must be spread throughout the nation by means of white supremacy. He
believed that abortion was not only a sin, but a deterrent to the spread of white
supremacy.

TIMELINE
Summer 2002

A neighbor heard and saw Hull detonate two pipe bombs on his Amwell property
during a cross-burning event. Hull allegedly planned to teach other Klan members to
build pipe bombs during military training exercises he conducted at his Klan gatherings.
Hull’s neighbor quickly reported the incident to law enforcement officials, who started
surveillance on Hull.

November 2002

Hull began formulating a plot to bomb several abortion clinics around the state, with
intent to cause substantial property damage. Unbeknownst to Hull, an FBI undercover
agent was able to infiltrate a ring of Hull’s associates in early November. The agent was
able to establish a relationship with Hull and construct a framework of trust.

November 19, 2002
The undercover agent drove from Philadelphia to Washington County to meet Hull

for lunch at a truck stop. During the meeting, Hull told the agent he wanted to purchase
10 hand grenades. The agent informed Hull the grenades would cost him $200 each.
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Because of the unanticipated price, Hull purchased only five, expecting a quick delivery
by early February.

During the meeting, Hull also told the agent that two of his men had gone to retrieve
two bombs he had buried on state game lands. He wanted everyone to meet back at his
home to discuss “additional procedures.” Hull and the FBI agent left the truck stop in
Hull’s truck. During the trip, Hull told the agent he intended to use the grenades to attack
abortion clinics in order to inflict property damage. When the agent confronted Hull
about potential injuries, Hull responded:

“If they are there, they are killers or a woman killing a fetus. Either way, f--k ‘em.”

When Hull and the agent arrived at his house, Hull had a message on his answering
machine from the two men he had sent to retrieve the bombs. The men had failed to
locate the bombs and were not returning to Hull’s home. Frustrated, Hull began
gathering materials for making pipe bombs and teaching the agent the assembly process.
Hull said he was going to use the pipe bombs to bomb an abortion clinic in Lancaster,
Pennsylvania, in a week or two.

February 13, 2003

Members of the joint terrorism task force, made up of federal, state, and local law
enforcement officials, surrounded Hull at a Washington County truck stop and placed
him in custody.

OUTCOME

o Hull was charged with possession of an unregistered firearm, unlawful transfer of
a firearm, unlawful manufacture of a firearm, distribution of information relating
to explosives, destructive devices, and possession of weapons of mass destruction.
He was also charged with illegal possession of a firearm as a convicted felon.

o During Hull’s proceeding, federal authorities revealed they had seized 15
firearms, including an assault rifle, and various powders, chemicals, and other
components for additional explosive devices from Hull's rural property. Hull
allegedly told a cooperating witness that he had "created a suicide bomb on
wheels" by rigging his car so it would explode with the flip of a switch.

o Hull was found guilty and sentenced to a 90-year prison term.

Online Newspaper.

Baird, Robert. 5-14-03 KKK leader faces new charges. Pittsburgh Tribune-Review
Pittsburgh live http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/pittsburgh/s_134341.html

Ove, Torsten, Dennis B. Roddy, 2-14-2003 Abortion clinics target of his wrath, agents
say KKK leader accused of bomb plot. Pittsburgh Post-Gazette post-gazette.com
http://www.post-gazette.com/localnews/20030214grenadereg5p5.asp
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Roddy, Dennis B. 2-19-2003 Made Car Into Bomb, Klan Leader Quoted Plot to Attach
Clinic Detailed. Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
http://www.nexis.com/research/home?_key=1107537131&_session=e875900e-76¢f-
11d9-bb28

Website — General

Price, Heidi, Kathie Warco. Explosive situation. Rick Ross 02-14-2003 (accessed
2/3/2005) http://www.rickross.com/reference/kkk/kkk60.html

Schlesinger, Allison. Man pictured on Klan Web site arrested on federal weapons
charges. Rick Ross. 02-14-2003 (accessed 2/3/2005)
http://www.rickross.com/reference/kkk/kkk59.html

Pennsylvania Klan Leader Arrested for Abortion Clinic Bomb Plot. Anti-Defamation
League
3-3-2003 (accessed 2/4/2005) http://www.adl.org/learn/news/Penn_Klan_Arrested.asp
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1.12 KRARIDC

BACKGROUND

William Joseph Krar was born in 1940 in Weare, Connecticut, the son of a gunsmith
for Colt Firearms. His life and much of his livelihood centered on weapons and militias,
although he never served in the military. His formal education ended after a few
semesters in community college.

In the late 1970s, Krar moved to Goffstown, New Hampshire, and opened a restaurant
called the “Villa Roma.” In 1984, while in New Hampshire, Krar also began working as
an intermediary arms dealer, selling guns without a federal firearms license. Krar
operated his side business under the name of the International Development Corporation
(IDC) America, listing his home address as his place of business. For the next 18 years,
Krar used IDC America as a front for dealing guns.

Around 1984, Krar abandoned his restaurant business and began working as a sales
representative for a home building distributorship in the nearby town of Hooksett, New
Hampshire. During this time, a co-worker recalled Krar as a highly secretive man who
always had a pistol at his side, stacks of Soldier of Fortune in his office, and almost no
knowledge or experience in the construction business. Other employees remembered that
Krar and another colleague often disappeared for weeks at a time, headed to Costa Rica
and other locations in Central America, even though the building supply company had no
dealings beyond New England.

In 1985, Krar had his first run-in with the law when he was arrested by the New
Hampshire State Police and charged with impersonation of a police officer. Krar entered
a no-contest plea, paid a fine and was released. Three years later, in 1988, a fire
destroyed the building supply company where Krar worked, forcing it out of business.
This was the same year Krar stopped filing federal income taxes for IDC America and
effectively dropped out of the system.

In or around May 1989, Krar met Judith Bruey, who eventually moved into Krar’s
New Hampshire cabin in Goffstown. Neighbors and associates referred to Krar and
Bruey as a couple who kept to themselves. Ralph Demicco, owner of Riley’s Sport Shop
in Hooksett, recalled that Krar frequently came into his store but never bought anything.
Instead, Krar complained to Demicco about taxes and the government’s intrusion in
people’s lives. He revealed that he had “inside information on government matters.”
When a fire broke out at Goffstown Storage in June 2001, police discovered a collection
of guns and thousands of rounds of ammunition in a unit rented to Krar. He avoided
arrest by claiming that the weapons were part of his gun distribution business.
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TIMELINE
2001—shortly after the storage fire

Krar and his now common-law wife, Judith Bruey, moved to a small farmhouse on
Oak Spring Road in Tyler, Texas. Once again, the couple located a storage facility and
rented three units at Noonday Storage. For more than a year, the couple was seen at the
facility every morning unloading U-Haul trucks filled with military surplus items.
Although their actions were somewhat unusual, other storage renters reported the couple
as nice, friendly people.

January 24, 2002

A UPS package was incorrectly delivered to a family in Staten Island, New York.
After inadvertently opening the package, the family discovered an array of identification
documents. All of them had a photograph of the same man, even though the names were
different. The person who opened the package turned it and the contents over to the
Middletown, New Jersey, police department, who immediately contacted the FBI in
Newark.

A closer examination of the package’s contents revealed documents that included a
North Dakota birth certificate for "Anthony Louis Brach,” a Social Security card and a
Vermont birth certificate for "Michael E. Brooks," a West Virginia birth certificate for
"Joseph A. Curry," a Defense Intelligence Agency identification card, and a U.N.
Multinational Force Observer identification card. The package was addressed to Edward
S. Feltus in Old Bridge, New Jersey, and bore a return address from William J. Krar in
Tyler, Texas. The package contained a brief letter from Krar to Feltus that read:

“Hope this package gets to you O.K. We would hate to have this fall into the wrong
hands."

August 8, 2002

Seven months went by before FBI agents finally contacted Edward Feltus, a 56-year-
old employee of the Monmouth County Department of Human Services. Feltus admitted
the forged documents were intended for him, saying he wanted "an ace in the hole"
against some future disaster or government crackdown. The documents, he said, would
allow him to travel "freely in the United States."

Feltus told federal agents he was a member of the New Jersey Militia, an anti-
government, right-wing paramilitary group with white nationalism ideologies. Feltus told
the agents that after he requested the false 1Ds from Krar, he stored more than 100 rifles
and pistols at a fellow militia member's residence in Vermont. Feltus revealed that seven
months after the Oklahoma City bombing, leaders of the New Jersey Militia met in New
Hampshire with representatives from militias in Rhode Island, Massachusetts, Maine,
Connecticut, and New Hampshire to form the New England Regional Militia. Its purpose
was "to establish an operational framework to develop and implement tactical
contingency plans that would include supplies, training, public relations, and intelligence

51 Terrorism Research Center in Fulbright College



University of Arkansas

gathering." A key player in the New Hampshire Militia at the time of the meeting was
William J. Krar.

January 11, 2003

Krar was stopped by a Tennessee state trooper on the outskirts of Nashville for a
routine traffic stop. Searching Krar's rental car, Trooper William Gregory found the
following items: a plastic bag containing seven marijuana cigarettes, one syringe of
unknown substance, one white bottle with an unknown white substance, 40 wine-like
bottles of unknown liquid, two pistols, 16 knives, a stun gun, a smoke grenade, three
military-style atropine injectors, 260 rounds of ammunition, handcuffs, thumb cuffs, fuse
ropes, binoculars, and a collection of other combat items. In addition to Krar's passport,
the trooper found a birth certificate and California credit union card for "William Fritz
Hoffner," and a Christian missionary identification card with Krar's photo and the name
"W. F. Hoffner." There were other documents, letters to IDC America, and four pages of
what appeared to be a clandestine operations plan for cross-country travel and
communications. Trooper Gregory arrested Krar on marijuana possession, took him into
custody, and impounded the car.

Tennessee State Police officers contacted the FBI to report Krar and his collection of
unusual substances and firearms. Nashville FBI Special Agent David Mclntosh reported
to interview Krar. During the interview, Krar admitted that the weapons and ammo and
other materials were his. He maintained it was all part of his stock as a dealer working
gun shows. Krar said he was moving back to New Hampshire to help his girlfriend get
out of a bad divorce, and that he didn't know that the bag contained marijuana.

January 12, 2003

Krar bonded out of jail and drove west out of Nashville, leaving his property behind.
Assuming the jar of white powder was cocaine; Trooper Gregory opened it, took a whiff
and placed it in an evidence locker.

When the FBI lab tested the jar of white powder some months later, they discovered
sodium cyanide. Although federal authorities did not identify the liquid in the 40 wine
bottles, an arrest warrant was issued for William Joseph Krar.

OUTCOME

e On April 10, 2003, federal authorities arrived at Noonday Storage in Tyler to
search Krar’s three rental units. In a mind-numbing discovery, authorities found
an extensive weapon collection that included: fully automatic machine guns,
remote-controlled explosive devices disguised as briefcases, 60 pipe bombs,
nearly 500,000 rounds of ammunition, and enough pure sodium cyanide, the
authorities said, "to kill everyone inside a 30,000 square foot building.” They also
found anti-black, anti-Semitic, and anti-government reading material. Most
disturbing were books on how to create bombs and chemical weapons, including
The Anarchist Cookbook, The Poor Man’s James Bond, Assorted Nasties and
Turner Diaries.
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e In November 2003, 63-year-old William Joseph Krar pleaded guilty to conspiracy
and the possession of illegal weapons. Although Krar had talked about using
sodium cyanide as a weapon, investigators were unable to determine exactly what
Krar intended to do with the cyanide or the arsenal. Therefore, Krar was
sentenced to only five years in prison.

e Judith Bruey, Krar’s common-law wife, stated that she knew Krar was storing
military surplus equipment but had no knowledge of the sodium cyanide. Bruey
never received any penalties.
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1.13 MINNESOTA PATRIOTS COUNCIL
BACKGROUND

The Minnesota Patriots Council is a right-wing, anti-government, terrorist
organization with a deep hatred for the United States Government because of its taxation
demands. In April 1991, Minnesota Patriots Council members gathered to organize a
deadly biochemical “revenge” plot. Four individuals would spend the next year
structuring and perfecting their deadly assault.

Dennis Henderson, 37, was considered the leader of the bioterrorist plot. Henderson
was divorced, a college dropout, and had a history of alcohol problems, including two
previous DUI records. Henderson worked as a carpet technician at Carpet Tech, a small
business in Alexandria, Minnesota, owned by Leroy Wheeler.

Leroy Wheeler, 55, married and a high school graduate was a supporter of
Henderson’s ideas and helped conceal much of the biochemical production phase.

Richard Oelrich, also 55, was a high school dropout and served as co-leader with
Henderson in formulating the group’s terrorist plot. Oelrich would play a crucial role by
helping acquire the lethal chemical ricin.

Douglas Baker was the fourth member of the group. At age 29, Baker was married
and a high school graduate. He supported the group’s cause by helping Wheeler conceal
the production phase of the hazardous toxin.

TIMELINE
April 1991

Dennis Henderson and Richard Oelrich met at Oelrich’s residence in Alexandria to
discuss the advantages of using the chemical ricin in their deadly plot against the
government. According to the Congressional Research Service, “ricin is a potent plant
toxin found in the seeds of the castor plant. It works by blocking cell protein synthesis,
which results in cell death. If enough cells die, lesions appear in the exposed tissue
which can lead to organ failure and the death of the victim.”

During the meeting, the two devised a plan to kill U.S. marshals, IRS agents, and
Dave Ahlquist, a deputy sheriff in Douglas County. Oelrich joked with Henderson that
some other people would get the “bureaucratic flu.”

After Henderson and Oelrich’s initial conversation, they recruited two friends, Leroy
Wheeler and Douglas Baker, also members of the Patriots. Their job was to find a source
for ricin. After seeing an advertisement in a local CBA Bulletin, Wheeler and Baker
contacted Maynard Campbell in Ashland, Oregon, and purchased the castor beans. From
this point on, Henderson, Oelrich, Wheeler, and Baker all referred to the ricin substance
as “Maynard” to conceal their deadly plot.
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Summer, 1991

Wheeler received the ricin beans at his Alexandria residence and quickly called the
other three conspirators. The four took the castor beans to a shed behind Wheeler’s
house and began preparations for turning them into the deadly toxin.

Wearing a 3M mask and rubber gloves, Henderson placed the beans in a baby food
jar and crushed them with a bolt inserted through a hole cut in the lid of the jar. The men
stored the baby food jar of ricin in Wheeler’s shed and went back to the house.

In the house, Wheeler and Baker apparently overheard Henderson and Oelrich
secretly discuss their plan to kill U.S. marshals, IRS agents, and Deputy Ahlquist.
Henderson and Oelrich talked about putting ricin in a syringe and spraying it into Deputy
Ahlquiest’s car through the weather- stripping in the windows. Henderson said it could
be done in the winter so the heater fan would blow the powder around the car. Another
suggestion was to mix the ricin powder with a gel and smear it on the door handle of the
deputy’s car and other government vehicles. Supposedly, Wheeler and Baker were not
told about these murder plans.

May 21, 1992

Colette Baker, wife of Douglas Baker, arrived at the Pop County Sheriff’s Office in
Glenwood with a frightening present. Mrs. Baker placed a one-pound Folger’s coffee
can on the counter and informed the sheriff that she suspected her husband and three
friends were involved in a deadly biochemical plot.

Inside the coffee can was a baby food jar filled with a white powder, a fingernail
polish bottle containing a green gel, a pair of rubber gloves, and a handwritten note to
“Doug” that read:

“Doug, be extremely careful! After you mix the powder with the gel, the slightest
contact will kill you! 1If you breathe the powder or get it in your eyes, you’re a dead man.
Dispose all instruments used properly. Always wear your rubber gloves and then destroy
them also. Good hunting!! P.S. Destroy this note!!”

OUTCOME

e The coffee can and its contents were sent to a forensic chemist at the Federal
Bureau of Investigation. The white powder in the baby food jar was identified as
ricin. The chemist disclosed that a gram of pure ricin would contain enough
lethal doses to kill approximately 3,600 people. The baby food jar contained .7
grams of five percent pure ricin.

e The FBI forensic examiner also identified the green gel in the fingernail polish
bottle as two separate substances: dimethyl sulfoxide (DMSOQ) and a skin-care
gel such as aloe vera. DMSO is a powerful solvent with the ability to penetrate
human skin. Because it has the ability to carry other substances into the
bloodstream, it is considered effective in transporting toxins such as ricin into the
bloodstream. The examiner assumed the DMSO was to carry the ricin into the
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bloodstream and gel was to spread the toxin on the skin. However, the agent
expressed reservations about DMSQ’s ability to carry ricin into the bloodstream
through the skin because of its high molecular weight.

« An FBI fingerprint examiner identified two of Leroy Wheeler’s fingerprints on
the inside of one of the rubber gloves found inside the can. One fingerprint
belonging to Leroy Wheeler was found on the bottom of the can.

e OnJuly 26, 1995, a two-count indictment was filed charging Dennis Henderson
and Richard Oelrich with aiding and abetting and knowingly possessing a toxin
for use as a weapon from April 1991 through May 1992. Both men also were
charged with conspiracy to possess a toxin for use as a weapon from April 1991
through May 1992. Henderson and Oelrich were each found guilty on both
counts, and each received a 74-month prison sentence.

o Although Leroy Wheeler and Douglas Baker filed a “not guilty” plea, both men
were found guilty on one count of aiding and abetting and knowingly possessing a
toxin for use as a weapon. Wheeler and Baker were each sentenced to a 22-month
prison sentence.
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1.14 OKLAHOMA CITY BOMBING

BACKGROUND

Timothy James McVeigh was born on April 23, 1968, near Buffalo, New York, the
second child of Bill and Mildred “Mickey” McVeigh. Bill McVeigh was a blue-collar
worker who enjoyed his garden. Mickey, on the other hand, liked to party. Eventually,
the differences between Bill and Mickey led to divorce. His parents’ divorce had a major
impact on Tim, who, years later, would be remembered for the harsh words he used to
describe his mother.

Tim’s interest in guns developed at an early age. His grandfather, Ed McVeigh, often
took Tim to the woods to shoot .22-caliber rifles and work on Tim’s marksmanship.
When Tim was thirteen, his grandfather bought him a .22 of his own. Tim developed a
very close relationship with his grandfather. In jailhouse interviews after the Oklahoma
City bombing, Tim would say that his grandfather might have been the only person he
ever really loved.

McVeigh graduated from Star Point High School in 1986. His hobbies included
shooting various guns and driving his car (often too fast). After high school, McVeigh
attended one year of college at the Bryant and Stratton Business College, a school known
for training office assistants, not preparing students for high-paying jobs. After about
three months, Tim became bored and dropped out.

He began to read more about weapons in Guns & Ammo and other magazines. He
also began to frequent local stores that carried military gear, hunting equipment, and
guns. Tim found himself at home sitting in the stores, talking with patrons about
different guns and their performance. Weaponry and gun rights had captured Tim’s
attention. He left his Burger King job to look for something more in line with his
interests.

He found a security position with Burke Armor Security of Buffalo. The job allowed
Tim to make money and carry a handgun, for which he got a permit in 1987, since he and
his co-workers often had to escort thousands of dollars from banks and the airport. Tim
soon established himself as the best shot on the team.

Continually reading the latest in gun technology, Tim ordered books and other
publications from firearms magazines. Much of the literature he read dealt with gun
rights, survivalists, and the end of civilization. Tim liked the idea of having to survive
without modern conveniences. He convinced his dad to increase the amount of canned
food in the basement and even filled two barrels with water, in case their drinking water
became contaminated.

McVeigh and his shooting buddy, Dave Darlak, bought a 10-acre plot of land outside
Olean, New York. The two spent hours there, honing their marksmanship skills.

With the money he earned at Burke Security, Tim began to invest in guns. He
believed that if a man had a gun, he could defend hearth and home and hunt his food.
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Guns, some in the survivalist movement predicted, would take the place of money. He
began to fervently defend Americans’ right to bear arms, as well as immerse himself in
radical right- wing literature. The book that had the biggest impact on McVeigh was
Turner Diaries (see Appendix 1). McVeigh read the book dozens of times, constantly
trying to get people around him to read it and adopt its message. Although not an
outward racist, McVeigh embraced the book for its “fight the government to the bitter
end” message.

In May 1988, Tim told his father he had decided to join the Army. He knew the
experience would help his survival and shooting skills and, perhaps, gives him a sense of
purpose. His impressions of military life were formed by action movies like “Rambo”
and “Missing in Action”. Unlike college, the military offered a paying job, a first-rate
education, and all the free ammunition he could use. The idea of getting paid to shoot
guns and learn how to survive in a war appealed to Tim.

McVeigh was sent to Fort Benning, Georgia, for boot camp. He thrived on the frantic
5 a.m. wake-ups, rushed meals, dirty jokes, uniform inspections, and the Georgia
countryside. He loved the duties other recruits hated. More than anything, he loved
firearms. The Army’s cache of weapons was heaven. Many in Tim’s Army unit were
annoyed at his gung-ho attitude, but the officers saw potential in McVeigh. Instead of
joining them at the nightclubs near the base, Tim became a loan shark for his fellow
soldiers and a designated driver, for a fee.

Tim quickly formed a strong bond with Terry Nichols, a 33-year-old Michigan native,
the oldest recruit in the company. An intense man, Nichols had failed in a number of
jobs and business ventures, finally losing his small farm before he joined the military.
This experience gave him a new hatred for the government, making his move to the
military somewhat odd. Nichols bunked close to McVeigh, and the two found time to
trade ideas on weapons, the government, and other subjects. Tim was glad to find
another ardent believer in the Second Amendment. McVeigh and Nichols withdrew from
others in their unit. They discussed articles and goods found in Soldier of Fortune, Elite
Force and Uncle Sam’s Military Catalogue. Tim told Terry that he would one day be a
Green Beret or maybe a general. Terry wanted to be a “professional soldier” with a
woman in every port.

In September 1988, McVeigh was transferred to Fort Riley, Kansas, for more
specialized training. He joined Company C, 2/16 Infantry Battalion. Among the soldiers
who accompanied him to Fort Riley were Terry Nichols and Michael J. Fortier, a recruit
from Arizona who shared many of McVeigh’s political views. McVeigh, who seldom
drank and never took drugs, was an odd match for Fortier, who smoked marijuana and
took amphetamines regularly. Both Terry Nichols and Michael Fortier would have a
profound impact on Timothy McVeigh.

McVeigh handed Michael Fortier a copy of Turner Diaries and told him he should
read it. He also gave a copy to Sergeant Albert O. Warnement, who warned McVeigh
about distributing that kind of racist literature.

McVeigh kept up his survivalist hobby while at Fort Riley. He rented a storage shed
in nearby Junction City and stocked it with 100 gallons of fresh water, guns, ammunition,
MRE rations, and other supplies.
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About two weeks before McVeigh was supposed to try out for the Army’s Special
Forces, he was ordered to Operation Desert Storm. He had reservations about the conflict
in the Middle East, feeling that the United States military should stick to its own
backyard unless America was directly threatened. Yet, Saddam Hussein appeared to be
the kind of leader McVeigh hated the most—a bully.

McVeigh waited in Saudi Arabia for what seemed an eternity before he joined the
battle. The ground war McVeigh engaged in was more turkey shoot than war. The
American tanks and troops were far superior to the Iragis. On the second day of the
ground war, while many Iragis surrendered, McVeigh’s crew spotted a dug-in enemy
machine gun cabin more than a mile away. McVeigh saw a flash of light, the apparent
source of Iragi gunfire. He pressed his forehead against the padded viewfinder, zeroing
in on the target. As his Bradley fighting vehicle was still rolling, McVeigh saw a head
pop up for a split second. McVeigh fired, hitting the soldier in the upper chest and
blowing his head off his body. The same shot also killed another Iraqi soldier who was
standing next to the man. McVeigh was given the Bronze Star, the Army Achievement
Medal, the Southwest Asia Service Medal, and the Kuwait Liberation Medal.

McVeigh’s first taste of killing left him feeling angry and uncomfortable. He did not
see the Iraqis as a competent adversary. It bothered him that he had been part of a war
that involved no direct threat to the United States, and that he was part of a United
Nations force. He suspected that the United Nations was eventually planning to take over
the world. He was most bothered that he had killed two people who he felt were too far
away to do anybody any damage. In later interviews, McVeigh suggested he probably
suffered from post-traumatic stress after the war.

Most soldiers were excited to get back to the United States in order to see family, be
out of harm’s way, and eat real food. McVeigh’s only concern was trying out for the
Army’s Special Forces. Although people told him how difficult the selection process was
McVeigh shrugged it off.

He began the three-week assessment and selection course. During a routine “long
walk” in which the soldiers carried a 45-pound rucksack, McVeigh’s newly purchased
boots began to cut into his feet. Just hours into the training, McVeigh noticed that he felt
strange, as if he had a bad case of jet lag. After a couple of days, he went to the field
office and filled out a Statement of VVoluntary Withdrawal, stating only “I am not ready,
and the rucksack march hurt more than it should.” McVeigh may not have given himself
an appropriate amount of time to recover from the war, he may have been suffering from
post-traumatic stress, or he simply may not have been cut out for the Special Forces.
Because he never attempted to enter the Forces again, this question will remain
unanswered. What is known is that McVeigh blamed his failure on those around him.
He felt that he never should have been allowed to quit, and that he should have been
pushed harder to stick with it. He resented the fact that he now had to go back to normal
Army life.

His failure to make the Special Forces pushed McVeigh away from the Army and
contributed to his growing hatred of the United States government. In late 1991,
McVeigh was summoned to a meeting in the battalion commander’s office. Nervously,
he thanked the commander for the offer to become his gunner, but did not accept. He
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then blurted out that he was leaving the Army altogether. Standing in front of the officer,
McVeigh wept. The commander said that he respected his decision and sent him on his
way. McVeigh left the Army at the end of 1991 and went back to live with his father in
Buffalo.

McVeigh returned from military service with high hopes about his future. Although
he had a chest full of medals and had performed almost perfectly throughout his four-year
service, he struggled to find work. The economy in western New York was slow, and the
decent jobs typically went to people with college degrees, not to ex-soldiers. He finally
landed a job with Burns Security of Buffalo, returning to a job similar to the one he had
left to join the Army. The next year would bring great frustration for McVeigh, and he
would slip into a deep depression.

During this period McVeigh sometimes worked up to 80 hours a week at his dead-end
job and slept on the couch. He became irritable and angry. He later stated that he might
have been suffering from post- traumatic stress disorder.

McVeigh began to use conspiracy theories and anti-government rhetoric to fuel his
anger. He read more anti-government books and pamphlets, sharing them with anyone
who would listen. He believed the federal government intended to disarm Americans and
take away the right to bear arms under the Second Amendment. In the summer of 1992,
the killings of civilians by government agents at Ruby Ridge became the battle cry for
militia and survivalist groups. The incident backed up McVeigh’s fears that the United
States was becoming an overtaxed police state. His father was concerned about his
growing anger at the government, and people began to notice that he dropped any friend
who didn’t agree with his extreme beliefs.

On February 28, 1993, federal agents raided the Mount Carmel home and church of
the Branch Davidians in Waco, Texas. A shootout erupted after seventy-six armed ATF
agents tried to execute a search warrant for illegal weapons. Dozens were injured,
including the Davidian leader, David Koresh. The Davidians went to ground in their
compound, and the standoff that followed became a rallying cry for anti-government
groups across the country. Timothy McVeigh spent hours watching and reading about
the developments in Waco. Finally, McVeigh packed his car with anti-government
bumper stickers and pamphlets and drove to Waco.

After showing his disapproval with the federal government in Waco, McVeigh
headed to Kingman, Arizona, to visit his old Army buddy, Michael Fortier. The two men
shared concerns about gun control, the United Nations, the New World Order, and the
recent acts of the federal government. Fortier and his wife, Lori, set McVeigh up in their
spare bedroom, and, before long, he was like family. Michael and Lori were already pot-
smoking speed addicts, and Tim soon found himself drinking and dabbling with their
illegal drugs. Over the next few years, Tim stayed with the Fortiers whenever, and for as
long as, he needed to.

When McVeigh wanted to hone his survivalist skills, he went to Decker, Michigan, to
stay on Terry Nichols’ farm. It was during his stay at the farm that McVeigh witnessed
the second raid by federal agents on the Davidian compound in Waco. He watched as
armored vehicles rammed the complex’s wall, watched the flames spread throughout the
structure. He cried at the sight. McVeigh and the Nichols brothers stayed up late into the
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night discussing the event, all of them very angry. A month after this incident, McVeigh
was back at the Fortiers in Kingman. He told them it was time for action against a
government that had gone too far and killed too many people.

McVeigh had become a fixture on the gun show circuit. His main source of income
during his nomadic years was selling anti-government T-shirts, hats, bumper stickers,
guns, and other odds and ends. In September 1994, a new assault weapons ban became
law. Everyone on the gun show circuit was furious. They saw it as another example of
the government taking guns away from citizens. McVeigh soon became a “straw buyer,”
someone who would purchase assault weapons at gun shows and sell them to people who
did not want to fill out government paperwork. He felt it was his duty to get guns to
whoever wanted them, regardless of the illegality of it. McVeigh continued traveling the
gun show circuit right up to the time of the Oklahoma City bombing. The money he
made enabled him to fund his deadly attack.

While living with the Nichols brothers, McVeigh wrote to Michael Fortier, explaining
that he and Nichols had decided to take offensive action against the federal government.
He asked Fortier to assist. Fortier later wrote back expressing curiosity at what McVeigh
and Nichols were planning. When McVeigh got to Arizona two weeks later, he told
Fortier he was going to blow up a federal building. When McVeigh asked Fortier to join
him, Fortier said he would never do something like that “unless a U.N. tank was parked
in his yard”. Still, he would later help McVeigh rent storage units, shelter McVeigh, test
small duplicates of the bomb McVeigh would later use, and raise money through the sale
of stolen weapons.

TIMELINE
September 1994

McVeigh and Nichols drove to the Marietta Aggregates quarry in Marion, Kansas, to
steal bomb components. They drilled the padlocks on storage units and stole seven fresh
boxes of Tovex, a high-explosive blasting gelatin shaped like an 18-inch sausage. The
volatile Tovex would serve as a booster to help ignite the main charge in McVeigh’s
bomb. In the second storage unit, McVeigh and Nichols stole more than 500 electric
blasting caps and more than 80 spools of shock tube-ignition cord capable of instantly
transferring a spark from fuse to explosive. McVeigh tried to cover their tracks
haphazardly, kicking dirt over the shavings from drilling the locks. This crime scene was
used in the prosecution against McVeigh and Nichols. A drill that matched the markings
on the locks at the quarry was found in the home of Terry Nichols.

September 30, 1994

Terry Nichols purchased 2,000 pounds of ammonium nitrate at a farm co-op in
McPherson, Kansas, using the alias Mike Havens. Ammonium nitrate was used in the
farming community as a fertilizer, but buying the 4,000 pounds they needed would create
suspicion.
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October 18, 1994

Nichols bought another 2,000 pounds of ammonium nitrate. The two tons, plus what
McVeigh had picked up in 50-pound bags, was enough for the bomb. Since fertilizer is
legal, they did not have to split it up and store it in different locations. They simply
rented a storage unit in Herington, Kansas.

October 21, 1994

McVeigh, disguised as a biker, drove to a Texas racetrack and bought $2,775 worth
of nitromethane racing fuel. This would be a key component in the explosion.

To fund much of their activities, McVeigh and Nichols decided to rob Roger Moore,
a man McVeigh had met and befriended on the gun show circuit. McVeigh had stayed
with Moore once, but was asked to leave because of his extreme rhetoric. McVeigh
knew Moore had a huge stockpile of guns and cash at his house. Knowing Moore could
identify him, McVeigh sent Nichols to Moore’s house outside Royal, Arkansas. Nichols
robbed Moore at gunpoint, stealing dozens of guns and thousands of dollars. The money
was spent on travel expenses and bomb-making materials, while the guns were given to
Michael Fortier to sell at gun shows. Fortier never sold the guns, and McVeigh
eventually took them back. Much of the merchandise stolen in the robbery was later
found in the home of Terry Nichols.

December 16, 1994

McVeigh had picked his target, the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma
City. The Murrah Building had regional offices of the ATF, DEA, and Secret Service.
As McVeigh and Fortier scouted the building, he noted the huge glass fagade, which
would maximize injuries. He also liked the way it looked. It was a tall building
surrounded by smaller buildings and was visible from the entire city. McVeigh
understood that there would be widespread press coverage of his attack and believed that
the image of a devastated building would have a profound effect on those who saw it.
They drove by the building several times.

McVeigh had considered federal buildings in Arkansas, Missouri, Arizona, and Texas
and claimed that Fortier “checked out buildings in Phoenix or Tucson.” Nichols had
done surveillance of federal buildings in Kansas City. McVeigh even considered
bombing the FBI building in Washington D.C., a target taken from the pages of Turner
Diaries.

April 14, 1995

McVeigh bought a yellow Mercury Marquis at a Firestone Store in Junction City,
Kansas. He put Terry Nichols’ address and telephone number on the bill of sale. He then
checked into the Dreamland Motel.

Using a phone card that he and Nichols used throughout the planning of the bombing
(which would be a key piece of evidence against them), McVeigh called Elliott’s Ryder
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Truck Rental. Using the name Bob Kling, McVeigh told the desk person at Elliott’s that
he wanted a truck that would carry 5,000 pounds for a one-way trip to Omaha, Nebraska.
McVeigh told them that he would pick up the truck around 4:00 on Monday afternoon.
McVeigh was told he would have to come in on Saturday and do the appropriate
paperwork if he wanted a truck on Monday.

April 15, 1995

McVeigh walked into the Elliot Body Shop and reserved a 20-foot truck for pickup
after 4 p.m. on Monday, using the name Bob Kling. McVeigh paid for the one-way trip
in the truck with $280.32 in cash. He did not purchase insurance for the truck.

April 16, 1995—Easter Sunday

Terry Nichols followed McVeigh to Oklahoma City. McVeigh left his yellow
Mercury in an alley behind the YMCA, very close to the Murrah Building, with a note on
the windshield asking it not be towed. Nichols drove them back to Kansas in his 1984
GMC pickup. A video camera attached to the Regency Tower Apartments across the
street from the Murrah Building captured the image of Nichols’ pickup on two occasions
during this day.

April 17, 1995

McVeigh picked up the Ryder truck at about 4:20 p.m. and returned to the Dreamland
Motel in Junction City. Dreamland Motel owner Lea McGown remembers seeing the
Ryder Truck parked in the lot the following morning.

April 18, 1995

At 9:00 a.m., McVeigh and Nichols went to Geary Lake, some eight miles south of
Junction City, to mix the bomb. They parked the Ryder truck in the last turnout on the
east side of the lake. An Army sergeant, fishing with his son, saw the truck parked next
to a GMC truck (Nichols’). After mixing the bomb, McVeigh wiped the inside of the
truck for fingerprints, washed up in the lake, put on a pair of gloves, and climbed back
into the cab. The clothes he wore while mixing the bomb, he dumped into a trashcan on
the way to Oklahoma City. Nichols left Geary Lake for an auction at Fort Riley, while
McVeigh drove south to Oklahoma, where he spent the night in a small gravel lot near a
roadside motel.

April 19, 1995

McVeigh decided he would not wait until 11 a.m. to bomb the Murrah building. The
risk of waiting was too high, so he decided to strike at 9:00. Shortly after 7:00 a.m., he
drove out of the lot where he had spent the night. He did not want to get to the building
too early, because he wanted the body count to be as high as possible. It was not
coincidence that his chosen date of April 19 was the two-year anniversary of the Waco
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inferno and the 220th anniversary of the Battle of Lexington and Concord—the first
battle between American patriots and their British oppressors. To McVeigh, the bombing
was a symbol of the modern patriot against an oppressive government. McVeigh wore
his favorite T-shirt featuring Abraham Lincoln and the phrase “thus ever to tyrants,” a
phrase shouted by John Wilkes Booth after he shot Lincoln. On the back of the shirt, a
tree dripped blood. Superimposed on the tree was McVeigh’s favorite quote from
Thomas Jefferson: “THE TREE OF LIBERTY MUST BE REFRESHED FROM TIME
TO TIME WITH THE BLOOD OF PATRIOTS AND TYRANTS.”

At about 8:50 a.m., McVeigh entered Oklahoma City. He put earplugs in his ears.
As he pulled onto NW 5th Street, there was little traffic. He pulled over and lit the
bomb’s five-minute fuse. The cab began to fill with smoke, and he had to roll down the
windows. When McVeigh stopped at a red light very close to the Murrah building, he lit
a shorter fuse, the one he had measured at about two minutes. As the light turned green,
McVeigh accelerated slowly for fear that any sudden movement would detonate his bomb
prematurely.

McVeigh parked the Ryder truck right below the tinted windows of the America’s
Kids Day Care Center (he would later say he was unaware it was in the building), locked
the door, and walked toward the YMCA, counting the seconds until detonation. Finally,
he heard and felt the explosion, confident he had brought the building down. McVeigh
had trouble getting the Mercury started, and it took several attempts before the engine
turned over. He drove away and never looked back.

A staggered nation watched as the bodies of men, women, and children were pulled
from the ruins for nearly two weeks. When the smoke cleared, 168 people were dead in
one of the worst terrorist attacks on U.S. soil. There was widespread belief at first that
the catastrophe was the work of Middle Eastern terrorists.

OuTCcoME

o Ninety minutes after the explosion, McVeigh was pulled over by a highway patrol
officer near Billings, Oklahoma, for driving without a license plate. When the
officer discovered that McVeigh had an unregistered gun, he arrested him on a
firearms charge. Before McVeigh was released, federal agents discovered his ties
to the explosion. Almost all the purchases and rental agreements related to the
bombing could be traced back to McVeigh.

e OnJune 3, 1997, McVeigh was convicted of murder and conspiracy. He was
sentenced to death by lethal injection on August 15, 1997. Timothy James
McVeigh was executed on June 11, 2001, the execution televised in selected areas
of Oklahoma City.

e Terry Nichols was brought in for questioning two days after the blast and arrested
for his role in the bombing. On December 24, 1997, a federal jury found Nichols
guilty. On June 5, 1998, Nichols was sentenced to life in prison. In March 2004,
he stood trial on murder charges brought by the state of Oklahoma. He will never
see the outside of a federal prison again.
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e On May 27, 1998, Michael Fortier, who testified against McVeigh and Nichols,
received a 12-year prison sentence and was fined $200,000 for knowing about the
plan but not informing authorities in time to prevent the explosion.

e What little remained of the Murrah Federal Building was demolished on May 23,
1995. In 2000, a memorial was built on the location to remember the tragedy of
the Oklahoma City Bombing.

Online Newspaper.

Bartels, Lynn. 03/17/1997. 'Halfway to somewhere': 475 miles east of Denver, in the
shadow of the Army's sprawling Fort Riley. The Ricky Mountain News 20A LexisNexis
WWW.nexis.com

Romano, Lois. 05/28/1998 Fortier gets 12 years in Bombing. Washington Post
Washingtonpost.com www.washingtonpost.com

Sullivan, Christopher. 04/21/1995 Suspect Arrested in Bombing; FBI Conducts Raid in
Michigan. Associated Press LexisNexis www.nexis.com

Books

Hamm, Mark S.
1997  Apocalypse in Oklahoma: Waco and Ruby Ridge Revenged. Northeastern,
Boston.

Hamm, Mark S.
2002 In Bad Company: America's Terrorist Underground. Northeastern, Boston.

Stickney, Brandon M
1996 All-American Monster: The Unauthorized Biography of Timothy McVeigh.
Prometheus, New York.

Other Sources

3/24/1997. CBS Evening News. Oklahoma City Bombing Plot that Did Not Succeed.
http://www.nexis.com/research/home?_key=1088171290& _session=4c0ddc34-c6ae-
11d8-9e56-

65 Terrorism Research Center in Fulbright College



University of Arkansas

1.15 THE ORDER
BACKGROUND

The Order was a white supremacist group established by Robert Jay Mathews. A
home to social outcasts and self-proclaimed revolutionaries, its goal was to destroy the
United States. The Order attracted people from the National Alliance, Aryan Nations,
and various Ku Klux Klan splinter groups. The group ran an extensive counterfeiting
operation at Richard Butler’s Aryan Nations compound at Hayden Lake, Idaho, and was
involved in numerous bank and armored car robberies in the Pacific Northwest, robberies
that yielded some $4 million to support a “nationwide revolution.” Some of the monies
they gave to other groups with the same ideological base.

Robert Jay Mathews was born in Marfa, Texas, in January 1953. As a high school
student, he was interested in the Phoenix-area tax-protest movement and claimed to have
started an anti-tax group of his own, the Sons of Liberty, when he was 17 years old. He
had a fanatic racial pride, a conviction that white men had created the greatest things in
our civilization and was the only group who could preserve it. He believed that the
United States was in decline, and only a bloody revolution could save it from collapse.

Mathews was also a follower of William Pierce, the author of Turner Diaries (see
Appendix 1). Through Pierce’s National Alliance organization, Mathews was able to
meet and talk with a large number of young neo-Nazis. Mathews eventually moved to
Idaho and spent time at Richard Butler’s compound, where he watched the group’s rituals
with interest but wasn’t inclined to join them. His ideas weren’t quite the same as
Butler’s.

By the late 1970s, Mathews, with help from his parents, saved enough money to buy
53 acres of land outside Metaline Falls, Washington (not far from Butler’s compound in
Idaho). In mid-1983, Mathews invited William Soderquist to the property so the two of
them could strategize. Uncertain of his future and ready to move anyway, Soderquist
accepted the invitation and finally persuaded Richard Kemp, a friend from Salinas, to
join him. The two men helped Mathews build “barracks” to serve as headquarters for
Mathews’ followers and as a residence for foot soldiers like Soderquist and Kemp.

Mathews had come in contact with Butler’s Aryan Church recruits, many of whom
were looking for something more exciting than Butler’s rhetoric. Denver Parmeter and
Randy Duey, also Washington State residents, soon joined. Mathews was building a
splinter group from Butler’s Aryan Nations. During a 1983 Aryan Nations speech on the
dangers of communism, Parameter and Mathews talked about how passive the extreme
right had become. They decided to set up a small “cell” that would have one purpose—a
show of force.

At Aryan Nations headquarters, Mathews met two other men who would eventually
end up on his property in the summer of 1983. One was Bruce Pierce, a Kentucky high
school dropout. Pierce, divorced and the father of several children, came to the Aryan
Nations compound in search of a home. Pierce was exactly the sort of person Bob
Mathews was looking for—excitable and violent. He had the physical stature to become
the group’s muscle.
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The final member of the original nine men who came to Mathew’s group was David
Lane. Butler’s “propaganda minister,” Lane was looking for a group and a leader more
interested in change than words.

This case study covers two incidents involving The Order; the assassination of Alan
Berg and the Ukiah armored car robbery.

1.15 ORDER BERG ASSASSINATION
TIMELINE
September 1983

The original nine members held their first meeting at Mathews’s compound, calling
themselves “the group”. This name quickly changed to “The Order.” They stood in a
circle, ready to recite an oath of loyalty and commitment to their race and plan, an oath
Mathews had written for the event. Inside the circle, a white baby served as a symbol of
the Caucasian future.

During this meeting, the men outlined the objectives of the group, using Turner
Diaries as a blueprint. Step One: Form the cell. Step Two: Establish priorities. Step
Three: Set up a war chest. Step Four: Recruit new members. Step Five: Assassinate
either Jews or white traitors who went along with “supporting the destruction of our
race.” They discussed robbing pornography stores and pimps to fund the war chest, a
strategy that would also hurt those who were bad for society. Mathews intended to lure
new recruits from the Ku Klux Klan, Identity churches, survivalist groups, ex-convicts;
anyone willing to commit to the cause. He wanted soldiers.

Mathews assigned each member an assassination target. The most prominent targets
were former Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, Chase Manhattan Bank president David
Rockefeller, and heads of the three major television networks, since Mathews believed
the news media poisoned the minds of the white race. Another name on the list was Alan
Berg, a Jew.

Alan Berg was the most controversial radio talk show host in Denver. He routinely
questioned Christian beliefs and practices, insulted white supremacists, grilled politicians,
and reprimanded any caller whose views differed from his. His ratings were high, and he
had thousands of fans. He also got hundreds of death threats. One year he was voted the
most loved radio personality in the Denver area, as well as the most hated. David Lane
had lived in the Denver area for years and despised Berg, although he routinely listened
to the talk show.
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Outcome

o Alan Berg had just left the company of Judith, his ex-wife, with whom he was
still close. He had stopped at the local Seven-Eleven to buy dog food, bubble
gum for Judith, and shaving cream for himself.

e Jean Craig, the mother of Mathew’s girlfriend, Zillah Craig, and the woman in
charge of The Order’s message center in Wyoming, had been doing surveillance
of Berg’s daily routine for several weeks. She provided detailed information to
the group about Berg’s home, place of employment, and his routines.

« While Berg was at the Seven-Eleven, Mathews and Richard Scultari stood
lookout behind his home. Bruce Pierce and David Lane waited for Berg in the
front. As Berg’s Volkswagen entered the driveway, the men made their move.
When Berg stepped out of his car, he was hit with a hail of automatic gunfire (.45-
caliber MAC 10 machine pistol). Pierce shot Berg 13 times, hitting him in the
face, neck, and chest, before his gun jammed. Berg died in