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stakeholders in New York about the results of DLR and provide policymakers, advocates, and 

practitioners considering similar reforms elsewhere in the country with empirical information to 

guide their decision-making.   

 The research addressed the following questions : 

 1. Implementation of DLR: How were the changes to the law reflected in sentencing 

practices? What factors do judges, prosecutors, and defense attorneys consider when deciding 

drug cases? To what extent did changes to the law affect sentencing decisions and access to drug 

treatment?  

 2. Reoffending: What was the impact of increasing use of treatment alternatives on rates 

of reoffending? 

 3. Costs and benefits: What were the economic implications of DLR for taxpayers and 

crime victims in NYC? What are the costs and benefits of diverting an individual from a 

corrections sentence to drug treatment?  

Methods 

 The research used qualitative and quantitative methods to document the implementation 

and impact of DLR in the six NYC prosecutorial jurisdictions (Bronx County, Kings County, 

New York County, Queens County, Richmond County, and the Office of Special Narcotics 

Prosecutor (SNP)
5
).  

Implementation of DLR: The quantitative study compared charging practices and 

sentencing outcomes for drug felony and specified property cases during two periods: a pre-DLR 

cohort of arrests (January 1, 2008 to September 30, 2008) that were disposed prior to April 7, 

                                              
5
 SNP is an independent prosecutorial jurisdiction operating in New York County that handles a subset of drug cases 

originating from arrests citywide. 
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http://www.nyc.gov/html/dcp/pdf/census/census2010/t_pl_p2a_nyc.pdf
http://www.samhsa.gov/data/NSDUH/2012SummNatFindDetTables/NationalFindings/NSDUHresults2012.pdf























