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justice after incarceration will be even smaller, limiting the types of analyses that can be used to 

increase understanding of impact.    

A final limitation is that while the longitudinal nature of the data set allows for a within-

subjects approach, causal conclusions cannot be definitively made. However, advanced statistical 

techniques (e.g., regression discontinuity, instrumental variables regression) may help support 

causal inference. 

Implications for Research, Practice, & Policy 

The IOI methodology offers a promising approach to examining complex social issues 

facing families in society. As a federally funded project, IOI will include archiving of the full 

data set, offering a potential tool for researchers to examine issues of great relevance to prisoners 

and their families. We hope that our work with the IOI data will create a foundation for future 

research as well as increase understanding about the needs of inmates’ families. The data offers a 

means for understanding patterns of impact of incarceration within families and across systems 

over time.  It is our hope that the IOI will create a resource for researchers, as well as a model 

that may help spur researcher-practitioner partnerships in other locales.   

Implications for practice include enhancing our understanding of the impact of 

incarceration on family functioning and service utilization. For example, we may discover that 

the rate of mental health service utilization increases during the period of incarceration of a 

family member. If this is true, then initial intake evaluations into the mental health system could 

be modified to include information on family member contact with the prison system. This 

would aid clinically in creating a more comprehensive assessment of factors influencing the 
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