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ECONOMIC ABUSE IN 

THE LIFE OF

 SURVIVORS

FORMS OF ECONOMIC ABUSE 

Eco no mi c  Ex p l o i t a t i o n  
     ( e g . ,   R u i ns  he r  c r e d i t  s co re )  
Eco no mi c  C o nt ro l  
     ( e g . ,   De ma nd s  to  kno w ho w mu ch  mo ne y  wa s     
      sp e n t )  
Emp l o y me nt  S a b o ta g e  
     ( e g . ,  D i s co u ra g e s  o r  p re v e n t s  he r  f ro m    
     wo rk i ng )  

ECONOMIC ABUSE IS A UNIQUE FORM 

OF ABUSE SEPARATE FROM 

PSYCHOLOGICAL AND PHYSICAL 

ABUSE

Women who are forced to 
be financially dependent on their 
partners are at greater risk of being 
further abused and are less likely to leave 
the relationship. 

IN ONE STUDY AMONG IPV SURVIVORS, THEY FOUND

94% exper ienced physical  abuse  
95% exper ienced psychological  abuse  

94% exper ienced economic  abuse  in  their  re la t ionship 
92% exper ienced behaviors  of  economic  control  

88% exper ienced employment  sabotage  
79% exper ienced economic  exploi tat ion   

IN THE LAST 12 MONTHS

WOMEN WHO EXPERIENCE 

ECONOMIC ABUSE ARE...

Postmus, J. L., Plummer, S.-B., & 
Stylianou, A. M. (2016). Measuring 
Economic Abuse in the Lives of Survivors: 
Revising the Scale of Economic Abuse. 
Violence Against Women, 22(6), 692–703.  

...MORE LIKELY 

TO EXPERIENCE 

PHYSICAL ABUSE. 
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