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WORDS TO KNOW

assault

simple assault

aggravated assault

stalking
OBJECTIVES
As a result of this lesson you should be able 1o
. define assault according to your state law
. know the difference between simple and aggravated assault
. explain the impact of assault on victims
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Your dad, who is the primary wage earner in your family, is in the parking lot of his job, getting out of his car
to go to work., Two juveniies pull up in their car and accuse him of cutting them off in traffic. They yell
obscenities at him, then one of them hits your dad over the head with a baseball bat, knocking him unconscious,
Your father is rushed 1o the hospital because he is suffering severe head injuries. He is in the hospital for six
weeks, and then is moved 1o a reheb center where he has to learn to eat, drink, walk, and talk all over again
by using a different part of his brain. (Brain injury does not heal. Sometimes other parts of the brain can be

trained 1o take over the functions of the damaged part,)

Jot down a few words in response to the following questions. Be prepared fo discuss the questions in class.

1. How would you feel about what happened to your father?

2. How wounld vour mother feel about what happened?
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3. Can a person go to prison if he forces his spouse to have sex?

4. Would other family members be upset? Who?

5. Since your father would no longer be able to work, how would your family make it financially?
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TRVE/FALSE-

Place a 17 to the lelt of statements vou believe are primarily true and an “T” {o the left of statements

you believe to be primarily false.

Yoo Of all the violent crimes listed by the FEIL assault is the erime committed most often.,
e About half of the assauits in the United States involve use of a weapon,

3. Assaulting someone with a weapon is called “simple assault”

4. More prople are assaulted with guns than with hands or {ists.

Su. Fwelve to seventeen-year-olds are the age group most likely to become victims of

aggravated assault,

6. Young people are more likely {0 be assaulted by strangers than are older adults,
Feemomne people who have injured someone else because of drunk driving have been

convicted of aggravated assault for their crime,
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8, Muore people are assaulted with knives or other cutting instruments than with hands or fists.

9. While it ik pot acceptable to assault mest people, it is acceptable to hit your wife or

girtfriend if you think she s seeing someone else.

16, It is never accepiable to hit a child.

There are two types of assault: aggravated and simple.

Aggravated assault is an unlawful] attack by one person upon another for the purpose of inflicting severe
bodily injury, Itis generally called “aggravated” because a weapon was used which could have caused death
or serious harm to the victim. You can be convicted of aggravated assault even if your vietim was not
actually harmed. The fact that the gun, knife, or other weapon used could have resulted in serious personal
injury if the crime were successfully completed is enough evidence to convict you. In a number of states,
driving drunk and injuring someone has resulted in aggravated assault convictions because the court has

considered the vehicle a deadly weapon. (Federal Bureau of Investigation, 1994.)

Simple assault is the attempt or intentional threat to inflict less serious bodily injury without a weapon.
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trauma of having looked at the jaws of death is something that 1s very rough to deal with,” said John Stein,

deputy director of the National Organization for Victims Assistance,

More than half-w-million people —roughly the number of people who live in a moderately large city, — were injured
in aggravated assaults last year alone, according to the National Crime Survey. The survey found that 1.1 million

others were victims of an atternpted aggravated assault with a weapon — a gunshot flew by them, for example.

O a warm June evening, Koberts was on leave from the Navy and interested mainly in getting in a last day
of scuba diving before his aireraft carrier departed in two days, He was pitching a tent in a park when two
strangers struck up a conversation. They seemed friendly enough. Then without warning, one of them

stabbed Roberts in the abdomen and ran off with his scuba gear, wedding ring and $4 in cash.

“When I thought he was gone, I started to holler for help,” Roberts said, a catch in his now-raspy voice. “He
came back through the woods and he tilted my head back and shit my throat twice, Then he ted my Teet

together and my hands back to two trees.”

Roberts eventually worked free, dragged himself 250 feet 1o adirt road, holding in his intestines and pressing
his chin toward his chest w keep the blood from spurting out. Help finally arrived the next moring. He

spent 10 months in the hospital, undergoing at least 10 operations.

The fear took over when he emerged from the hospital the following April. “1 used 1o take a gun with me
wherever I went,” he said. T was scared to death.” In the next two years, Roberts moved his family six

times. “Something would happen, something would trigger me, and we’d be gone,” he said. They stopped
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running in rural Maryland so their elder daughter could start school and enjoy the semblance of a normal

life. The next year, Roberts and his wife bad a second daughter.

In the meantime, his attacker pleaded guilty to attempted murder and served six years of a 10-year sentence

before being freed as a moded prisoner. Roberts still fears him ~— gven though he believes his fear is irrational,

He also insisted that the assailant’s name not be used, in part because he doesn’t want to antagonize him.

The Roberts don’t employ baby-sitters because they don’tirust strangers. Their home is guarded by a large,

loud dog nicknamed Norad, after the nation’s early warning system for nuclear attacks. At night, the home

"

is awash in light. Two sherift”s deputies live across the street.

The attack destroved Robert’s carcer plans. The Navy discharged him because he could no longer perform

his job. He has bad a drinking problem. He spent two months in a psychiatric hospital last vear.

Today, he takes things more slowly, teaching scuba diving only part time while attending college. And after
years of shying away from the world, he now tells his story o police groups, hoping to sensitize officers 10
victims’ needs. It 1s important 10 Roberts that he controls the impact of the attack and not the other way
around, but he conceded, “it has given my hife a different direction.”

By Carolyn Skorneck

Associnted Pross

Imagine yourself as Larry Roberts today. Name some of your feelings.
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| 9 Describe a situation that bas resulted in an assault by someone vou know.
2. Discuss some ways it could have been prevented,
3. Describe settings where you might be more likely than others to be assaulted by a stranger.
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Watch the video segment of the attempted murder victims from "How B Feek” and answer the following questions:
i. Describe the physical injuries suffered by the victims?
Ellen:
Virginia:
2. Virginia describes the impact of her physical injuries on herself and others - what does she say?
3. What do you think are some of the emotions experienced by these victims?
5 MADD & ove € L L
Pt hupler 7, page 10




1y i < 2opley

> € OA0 € aovw

juswos Buppene s 103sioy Uyo[ YUy nod op AYM 1

SINUOL Ul 98pLIG B U0 BIIOD 7 ojut uvtiom 1eyioue Junraq pue uodioy ap1g-1SRi U Inau usiom
B Fuigseq £1210408 ONUAAY NI U0 JustysTigeIse Burueon-41p 1oy 1w uriom v Suiiry gits padaeyo udoq

OSTE ST INSAOY "UDWIOAM IDUWI0 pun soyoes ouwrd o) SuryoBuR 01 PUSSOJU0D SBY ‘77 UMSAGY uyol Avs 901]04

wor oy pavaddaey 1wy pros 2 s ous “aump oouy Anifu ureag onemen ur Surzieads Agov v e Aduiog

ofxopun pue pduans ued oy st dos xou sy ssouFoud opgeyIEIENT OpRLL SBY DYS ARY 10Uy [ROIPDIAL ([BUI0])
PRI SOT] YO MIN T SIOI00(T 1910 HOTRIIIGRYDT B 03 Pag [dson # thou) PoAOu s sut] ‘AN U0 MmN Hmg

[BIUDTY UL O6GT b dUnf U0 yivep o) Alesy uoteaqg souowa oumd 2y oy s pues o) 9[gR 10G IR0 ) ¥Ram 00

-suonsonb oy 0 suorgoeer Jnod usop of U PUR 41015 ana] BUIMOT0] 9 pEIY




2. Daes he have any realistic reason for assaulting them?

Assaults on juveniles have nearly doubled during the past few yvears and the perpetrators have generally been
family members, friends or acquaintances. Many juvenile assault victims say the first assault they remember

was 1 their own homes.

T 0 *( M%j%»qj”” ; Ty
jwuf Wy RPN bas

1. Bo you remember the first time you saw an adolescent or adult hit someone else? Who was it

and what do vou remember about 17 What were vour reactions?

2. When was the first time you remember being hit? Whoe hit you and what do vou remember

about it? How old were you? What were your reactions?

MADD g ovQe g L




3. Have you recently hit someone about the same age you were when vou first remember being

hit? How do you think he or she felt?

4. o vou remember the first time vou hit someone else hard encugh to burt them? Do you
remember why vou did it? How did you feel afterward? Did vou make any decisions about

hitting in genersl 2t that time?

DEFINITION

Staiking is the term often used now to deseribe willful, malicious and repeated following and harassing of
another person (NI, 199%), Anti-stalking laws now have been passed in all fifty states and the District of

Columbia,
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Stalking often results In a

sault to the victim. The underlying factor in statking is the exercise of conirol and
power - pereeived or actual —— over another individual. Most stalking victims are former lovers, former spouses,
and spouses; however, some stalking victims are co-workers, neighbors, celebrities, political figures, or even

strangers. The nature of control varies from offender w offender and the offender’s relationship to the vietim,

Stalking behavior ranges from hang-up phone calls to more focused direct threats. As the behavior escalates

over time and the residence of the victim is visited, the likelihood of assault increases. No one has the right

to stalk or assault a person, regardless of how the offender feels he has been wronged by the victim,

En Indiana, a man was incarcerated for spouse abuse which also included verbal threats to kill his wife. He
vas later released on work furlough as a result of his good behavior in jail. He was instructed not to go near
his now-former wite., The vietim, who had reguested notification o any change in her former husband’s

status, was not notified that her hosband had been freed. Within two hours of his release, he went divectly to

her home and, in front of neighbors, beat her with the butt of arifle. She died a few days later,
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Jot down your reactions to the following questions and be prepared to discuss them in class,

1. 1f you had been one of this couple’s children, do you think you would have taken your father’s

threats to kill your mother seriously? Why or why not?

2. Whose fault is it that this woman was killed?
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Following is a list of things the woman might have done to try to protect herself. Put an “X” beside

those you think may have worked,

Change the locks on her house and install dead bolt locks.

. Install outside Hgbting.

Maintain an unlisted phone sumbern,

.. Freat all threats as legitimate and call the police.

Vary routes traveled and not walk anywhere,
Inform a trusted neighbor about the situation. Provide neighbors with a photo of him and
possible vehicles he may drive,

Have co-workers screen calls at work.

Let’s assume that she took nene of the above precautions. Whese fault is it that the woman was

assaulted and killed?

HMADD ¢ ove ¥,

E hapter 7, p




GUEST SFEAKER NOTES
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