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SOME FACTS ABOUT CHILDRENW AND VIOLENCE

EveTy year millions of children arTe exposed Lo serious violence. Nearly 1 milllon chil-
dren are victims of abuse or neglect, Most suffer negdlect, ut

250,000 of the vicktims are physically abused and
130,000 are sexually abused.

Ag rpany as 10 million children witness viclengs In their homses o in theie
CoImmunities.

THE EFFECTS OF VIOLENCE CAN BE DEVASTATING
Short-term conseguenages of child victimization: include

» Pears. p Soxualized behaviers,
» Fost-traumatic stress disorder » Poor sell-estesm.
» Behavicr problems. ¥ Depression.

Childhood sexual abuse. in particular has been linked to serious problems extending
into adulthond. Theze proolems include

» Gullt, shame. and self-hlame. # Jelf-injurious behavior
» Anxiety and depression. » Substanpe abuse.

* Post-traumatic shrass. » Physical syTnpsOIms,

¥ [solation and fear of intimery ¥ Ealirg digorders.

» Revictimization. r M:iltiple persomality disorder
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Early exposure Lo viclerce significantly
increases the risk for children 0 engage in
vizlernt behavior as adeolescente and adulks,
thereby perpetuating the “cycle of violance.™

Bven if they are not vichims, ¢hildren whe
witness viclencs in their homes or in their
comrnucities exhibit many of the same snort-
and long-term conseqiences.

New research indicares thet experiencing
violenee can actualy alter Lrain function in
waya thas allect the child’s ability to learn and
ko interact with others.

Digscussion questions:

+ How do child victims come W the atten-
tion of the justice system?

= Why is it 80 important to Intermnene gquick-
iy when child victims are identilied?
* What 13 your community dning Lo help

children whe witness violence in their
nomes? In khelr communities?

HOW THE JUSTICE SYSTEM
CAN HELP

Early and effsctive intervention can ameliorate
the negailve imrpact of children’s exposure Lo
viglenece and perheps prevent future incidents.
The elements of an effective response Lo chil-
dren gxposed to violence include

» Multidiseiplinary Imrolvement. Iaw
enforoerment officers, prosecurors, victlm/
witness eoordinators, counselors, social
workers—all hawve a critical role ko play in
these cases, [deally. ai. work todether a3 a
reammn to achiews & common goal: huilding o
strong cose withouw! further meumatlzing the
chiid.

» Pariner with service providers. Having a
referral process in place to connect children
exposed Lo violence with comrmmuniby-based
gservice providers ¢an ensure that they will
receivs help and eounseling, regardess of
whether the cazes are prosecuted.

¥ Btreamlined case management. By shar-
ing information with each other, these play-
ers can minimize the need Lo re-interview
child wrictim /witnesses and reduce the chil-
dren's anxiety Formal protocels can mind-
mize duplicaticn of effort and improve
coprdinatlon of servlees.

» Bpeclalization. Forsnsic child interview
aretialista hawve the tra‘nirg and expertise
to gather information from children thor-
oughly and sensitively. Over Lime, members
of the multidisciplinary tearm @air axper-
enre In thelr respectiva roles and learn ta
truss and rely on one another
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~ BEdusation and preparatdem Preparation
For additimal information on irnoosetioe

Practices fantured in this vidaolopa, plaase
comioet:

does noet mean “coaching”™ Rather, it
means explaining what to expect in court.
Ttiz helpa alleviate children's fears and
makes them stronger wiknesses, » @iL, P1D
Redlstered A, and Play Therapis:

Serzisive and sffective ntervention bene- Directar. Abused Thildre:s Tresboesil Sevlees
file both the children gnd the criminal justice TMOVA Kallar Cabtas
gyatemn. With the proper suppart and guid- 10396 Democracy Zane

Fauriax, VA 25030
ToH-2la-8637

ance, most children can provide accurate, cred-
1ble, and corrpelling testirony withont fesiing
re-tramatized, By giving children a voice,
the system can better assure that justics is
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« Which afencies in your Sommunity
tiave a role bo play in cases involving ¢ Betay Mohllster Groves

child viewms or witnegses? Direrter Chilld Witiess W Viplenos Frojsct
Hoston Medwal Conser

*» Whea has the expertise to inbernew chil- §17-414-4244 ‘phons)
dren effectively? To prepare them for Gl7-414-7215 [thx)
sourt? ¢+ Kimbherly 1. Poyer

+ ATe there any barriers to coordinaling Chl.d Interview Specialist

Wehlin/ Witiess Assistange Unlt
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acrces agencies? How might thess barriers
be overcome?
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