RESPONDING TO CHILD
VICTIMS AND WITNESSES

Innovative Practices for Prosecutors

DIBCUSSION GUIDE
|

SOME FACTS ABOUT CHILDREN AND VIOLENCE

Children are far more likely to be victims of crime than they are 20 be perpetrators.
Statistics show that young people commit about 18 percent of crimes, tus they repre-
sent about 33 percent of orime victims. Only 28 percent of viclent crimes against
juveniles are reported to police.

THE EFFECTS OF VIOLENCE CAN BE DEVASTATING

Short-term conszequences of child vigtimizasion include

» Feary. + Sexual'zed behavicrs.
# Post-traumatic skiess disorder = Poor self-estesm.
» Behavior problems. » Depression.

Childhood sexual abuse. in particalar has been linted te serious nroblems extenclng
ineg adulthood. These problemns include

& Guilt, shame, and self-slame. B Sell-injurious behavior

# Anxiety and depression. *# Substance abise

» Post-traumatic stress. » Fhysical symptoms.

» [sclation arid fear of intimaoy » Fating disorders,

W Fevictimization. b Certain paychistric diserders,

Bwen if they are not victimns, childrer wno witness violence in their homes or in
their comrmunities exhibit many of the same short- and long-term consequences.




Innovative Prachtices for Prosecutors

THE LINK BETWEEN
EXPOSURE TO VIOLENCE
AND COMMITTING VIOLENCE

Being abused or neglected as a child inereatss
the Jikelihood of arrest aa a juvenile by 55
percent and the Ekelinood of grrest for g vig-
lent crime ag an adult oy 38 percent. Thera
ars similar trends for childrer who witneas
domestic violance.

This does not mean that every child who is
exposod to violenee will grow up W beodrme 4
violent offendear; it means thas the risk is
greater. Thig means that child victims and wit-
nesses may neod tardeted, sffective interven-
tian w reduce thiz rigk.

HOW THE JUSTICE SYSTEM
CAN HELP

Early and effective intervention can ameliorals
the negathre impact of children's exposure to
violenoe and perhaps prevent futere incidents.
Both the eriminal justiee system and the child
hernefit. With the proper support and guldanee,
most children can prodnide acourate, credible,
and compelllng testimeony witheut feeling re-
treumatized. By giving children a voige, the

systern can better sssure that Justice is served.

The slaments of an effective responge to
children exposed Lo wiclence include

» Multidiscipiinary involiemant,
¥ Bhreamlined case management,
» Specialization,

» Education and preparation.

Multddigciplinary Involvrement

Law enforcement officers, prosecurors, vietim/
wltness coordinators, counselors, social work-
ers—all have & oritical role o play in thesa
cases, Ideally, all work together a5 a team o
achigve g common goal: building o strong cose
withouwt further trawmalizing the child,

As of 1995, more than 30 states had laws
authorizing folnt investigetions or a mmltidisci-
plinary response e cersain child abuse caees.
Hegearch auggeste tnat effective cooperaticn
ameng professionals may be even more impor-
tant in achiewving convictions than tne child's
pourtroom esthmonyl

In mere than 400 commmundties across the
country, *chlld adwvocacy cantars” like Childhelp
Children’s Center of Arizona bring all thege
components together under one Toof, (For more
informatlon, eontact the Matlonal Children™s
Alliance at 8O0-230-3950.)

Btreamlined Case Management

Heving to endurs mepeated inerviews with dif-
ferent paople can be the tost painfual part of a
child's experiencs in the criminal justice sys-
tem. By condusting a single torensic interview
and sharing the information with each other,
lrrastigators, advwoeoabkes, counselors, and prose-
qutors can minlmlze the reed to re-intarviaw
child victim/witnesses. Formal protoodis can
minimize duplication of effort and Improve
coordination of serviges.

Spedializgtion

Forensic child inberview specialiste have the
trednlng and experise o gather informakion
from children thorowghly and sensitively Eoen
very yotrg children can provide oecurata infarma-
tion i they are inlerdewead with sensitivily and skill.

Hesearch and experience have taught s
much akout how Test te Interview childran.
Here are some tips;

» Introduce yoursell and explain why you
are asking questions, Children may think
they are suspects, Even teens may not
understand he raoles people play in the
criminal justice syatem.

» Uza the child's languags for body parts,

but make sure you understand what their
words mean o them.

m e ar—aaa



Promiging Partnerships Toe Improve Case Qutcomes
]

~ BEdusation and preparatdem Preparation
For additimal information on irnoosetioe

Practices fantured in this vidaolopa, plaase
comioet:

does noet mean “coaching”™ Rather, it
means explaining what to expect in court.
Ttiz helpa alleviate children's fears and
makes them stronger wiknesses, » @iL, P1D
Redlstered A, and Play Therapis:

Serzisive and sffective ntervention bene- Directar. Abused Thildre:s Tresboesil Sevlees
file both the children gnd the criminal justice TMOVA Kallar Cabtas
gyatemn. With the proper suppart and guid- 10396 Democracy Zane

Fauriax, VA 25030
ToH-2la-8637

ance, most children can provide accurate, cred-
1ble, and corrpelling testirony withont fesiing
re-tramatized, By giving children a voice,
the system can better assure that justics is
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*» Whea has the expertise to inbernew chil- §17-414-4244 ‘phons)
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acrces agencies? How might thess barriers
be overcome?
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