A Checklist for Law Enforcement Response
te Domestic Violence

Domestic Violence in America

Uomestic violenee has  feen deseribed  as g
nabpianwicle sepicdernie” Thee nemtlive consegquonoes
af derteslic: vielenee, whethor casioeed o een-
onnie Weerms ar by its impact o gquality of Bife, reach
Devanad Tarnily and friends into thee work placee oo e
soeiets i e s berles, Ddoriestie s jodened acenrs in vir-
[l'.lil“_‘- Cvet ey {'HH‘?EIIHHH_\' il 2 PTROT B OrY G, Tiee,
crliure, il socio-eeonornie class, 1D s estinated
Pheatt ine dagvericn aees wonin ot of evers fwore will be
atsmattt el by s intimale partoer at least onee daring
her lifediome! dearty bali oF all baliered woanen repord some tope ol injurs as o eesodl of thedr
siclirmizatinn The s joberee 35 pod oanls debilitioiogs i ean nlso be deadls Thieee oot ol ey oy
b wonien wuedered G e Vo5 are thae viclims of an inlinmale pariners”

W bbe incrcasinge numbers ol jurisdictions e undertaken inidatives in peeoat vears In
improve dieie response 0 doanestic cioleoee, effords bave been oneven, To adddeess this
peatrleny, Corgrress jassed The Viodeaee daomst Yomen Act (¥AYYA) in [994 The legislation
waen dhesigined W Peelp evnnenities develop progeatees and strdegies o provide better
respedise e domestic: vialemee specificalls and violence agains woreen generally, The
Viedenoe Aemainst YWomen (Hice, npder the LS Departnaen? ol Jusee, as sapported the
puetdication of this Checklist o Delp orimminal justiee oTicials identife and Gl gaps in their
responss ) doaestio iseee This peblicetion and dee Cheeklists below are a part of Hha
QIR ORI

Checklists for Law Enforcement Response to Domestic Violence
This Chechlist Tor Law Enluerceinenl Kesponse b Domeestic Yiolerce is geee ire e series
ol thiveee Bowskiets clesipned fo help Eos enfomeemest oflicers and agencies eoloate aned
ecrheenees (hedr eespomse doo doroestie sfoleoree, sexual assault, aad skalhing, Fhis hookiet
tocnses specilicadly on dotnestic violenee, 11 provides gaidanee o law enforcement pee-
sepinel o ey thes can ctieetivels enforee thie law and AN daeie vesponsibilities b prodect
Arpd serve victines of domestic vicdenee, Proonestie violenee victims aee alss oflen the victims
eof sovial assaull, stadking, and olier crimes ol Uie hands of theie abasers, Thins, the other
Cliewhlists i this Proamising Pricctiees serics may e cgqualls impoetant o sy cnforcement
iificers seehfrrg B0 desvedopr @ e eBen =i e Pesponae o Gormestie s indenee,

By wsing this Chesek list, alispateliers, responding aod iovestisitineg collieers, saper isors,
v reney police-eacontises can assess eir responses toocases imvalving demeslie vio-
fernee - Iath as inediv idoals ol wl thes agemes Tevel, This Checklis) will help practitioners
evithnte e ellectiveness of policies aned peioetices alresedy iee pleee and ideretify any weak-
nesses o gays that may oced B be addiessed, Fulls implementing the Checklises practices
will peilue the Hikettoad of additienal baen do demestie violenes viclims and alless law
coforcement poersonnel i inderoene salvly in pratecling siclimes aod i holding sifenders
aceinidlable e theie ahosive aclhoes,
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The Importance of Law Enforcement Response to Bamestic Violence
Althongh considerable progeess bas been made Ty law enforeement agencies low ard
cllertis e pespiense o domaestie violenee, the crinme rennios o greal eballeoget 1 is theoefor:
eritienl thal ks enforerment prodessionals sech wines loodevelop o implement progrants,
podicies, and peaacTices Hiad are batbe sale amd edfedcdive fooeeting the sereiows and onigoe
chatbenges of doanmestie s iolemee cases.

Law enfopcernent pepresertts e eatin point 1o the erirninal justice svsiem Tar imast
sictitms o doanestic sindeaee, s the liest orimitad justice pratessionals with whm viclims
ares likeh e eormee int eoalacl, law colorcement officers extablishe the fowedation Tor e
viClm's experisnce hrmgpehoul the ontive evimioal justice process, Hoa o an offieer does
hisdher jodn can dreammatically aflect the sictinrds abilitv, and cven willingness, o participate in
the eriminal justice process,

Effec e Lo enforcement policies, proctiees, amd peotocels celated o domestie viobenee
liave bewen showan o redoce fear s iolence, injurs . aod bomicide rites” Educadion, coordi-
nation. amd fll imglementation of the Bosie strategies incorporated in dhis Checklis) will
give iy enforcement bettier epporionitics o peotece s icfimes wlide assistiege o Hieir
eeconwery lnlormed b enforcceinmenl peobessiomals con proside vietinms Wbl deedss loosissis-
Famee peacrios thal can addreess dheir phasicel, lnancial, and anental beaslth needs.
Appressive and Hmely resporse from Lime enforcement ilso cohances e peospects Tor soe-
cesstul areest ol prossecytion, <emiling a clesos pessage W bothe vietions and absers thal
such evimes will bring o < ifl aod suee response, Fadloee oo respond appropeizicls con
serioushy undermvine swceessful prosecution of domestic violence eases ol may resoll im
departmental and/or rdficer labdlits.

This Chwcklist will proae sl effective when olfeeed as pact of aw enforeement
training gnd when integrated ima protecals establishod inconjurection with other sectors,

How to Use This Checklist

This Checkbist is desizoed by allimy Lios entareement personne| oo assess their response o
clomestie s ialetee coses o Bodb o ind i idoal g oo aeeoey widle basis, P ean be ased in
woviriely of wins by varions deparrimeads williin an agencs,

The Chaecklist is divided info sections thar cireespond with the roles andéor pesponsibil
ilies ol each T eoloreement pralessional invalved in the ageney’s overall response 1o
donnestic videaes (e, dispatcher, inilial respeerrding affeeer. Bdlov -up investizator, super-
yvisor, aml managery Facl section includes g fist aof specilic steps and sivategies ollicers
sl nndderiako 10 b3 ersuree cgiomal eespronse do donnestie s wlence cases.

by voumparing Lhe Checklist with actual policies and practices. agencies aned indisidual
ofTieers condetormine which strdegies are being soccessfulls implemented and which rep-
eesent gpporinniies e improvement.

Laehivighand sd¥icers e nser Lhee ClieekIist (L) b issess heir owo cesporeses during thae
eanrse of anongEsing cases @l (23t measaee their past performance in domestic vielenaoe
citsdes, e Cheeklist can also De osed e Belp i iess eecriils or o pros ide contineing cda
cattion b vetern olficers.

Supervisers cirl use e Checklist oo assess both how atticers ave perfarming as jruli-
Vvidals and heay aoanit is performing as o whole, Managers cane employ the Checklisd to
determine the enlire nEenca™s cflsetiveness i respoliog oo domestie violenes and Lo
cloveloqs o age ey acdion g o Dprove eesponse,

While the Checklist ool intended tee proy ides ngeacies with all the information ey
it meed to creale and implemtent comeprebensive programs, palivies, and protaeols L
adelerss vy jssne raiseel o The assesament eacess, this packe inchudes eeferences
resonrees than e offior sowln detailed information, Thae list alsa includes relerrals (o organi-
Zaions and pgencies Bl can preos e teebeical assistmee regarding progra developinent
arpd dniplernentalbon,

Keview fhe points on e follmeing Exs thal are celevant to your role in responding to

dormestic rivlence eascs. Cheek aff those poirix thal you (or your agercyt soaccesgfully
perform. Mahke aofe af e remainiog itemn and develop o siralegy for addresting them.
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Dispatcher Response

(Hrtain Critical S1atus aod Yicting Salfely
Infarmatisen;

[rtermine L indlial fie1s of the situation,
whether e vieliin o others e 10
irrinen | laiger o o need of cmergencs
teclival attemtion, and call for emergene
neckica b assislanee s necessars,

Obtain Relevanl information from the
Caller:

Preterigine wlur is mmtaking e call, whethier

the susparel is sl prescat, amd s betler the
vietirn is Broee 1o speak.

Clblain 1he mnme, acddress. plusme aumbaer,
Feeepbiom, s enerend skatus ol 0ue victin.

I thae sosprecd s S peesend, and Q0 Hhe
caller apprars reluctan 1o diselose the
eeikbire of the cergeney aad doaestie vio
leormre i suspueeled, sk gpestions that can
Lo ansseresd v sves" o oo™ b the extent
pussilte,

DVretermine Lhe suspecl’s ise or posseasin
LTI

If som assess imaninenl dhnper, sudvise Hhe
ECTin e Do safe Toesalion {eg,, G Hie
lgne of @ ociehhor or o oanily friend, o
police station, o chuareh) proided mwing
vant e aeeomplished saliels, Oblain the
phone oumber where e victime can be
recchied ol e aiev deactidion, WO Hae selim
il e ee e sifer ocation. stas v 1he
binger ekl respoanling ofliecrs arrive,

ldentify the incident as ilomestic vialenee
related™ amd assign the appropriate pri-
arity raling and treaiooent, [For polics on
eatecorizinge and priovily ratimg domestie
vl cases sy probomeols estidalishad o
wour departimenl management.)

Promptly dispatel o minimuin of lwe
officers, whepever possihlo, or am nnme-
ifiieter Dseckaapr il o sinngle lficer is intialls
tlispantelied.

Where circumstanees warrant, Tollow dhe
pradowcnl estiablislied Tor ovisis intersention
with denestic yialeaer victio callers, (For
poliey related b crisis intersentinn, see
protnenls estabiished By yonr departiment
N resement)

Prgmising Praclices: Law Enforcement Respunge

Beoord e preserve the sictim’s texeited
ulteraness” e es jidenlioes prorposes,

It the suspect s not peesent, allempp o
delermine his locatiowe, 100 possible loca-
tiocs. aonel Phae Tikelilowiek Thaet bue iy relurn
for Thae seee.

Whien the reporting pacty is aol the vieting,
abtain the callers pame, address, phooe
numhier, and relalinnstip toohe sictin, and
Thar naereers of sy athee witnesses ar parties
invalved.

OIain Helated Infoemation:

Obnadn ioftrmation e the caller b assisl
in apprehension of e snspect, dnclodiog
pemcder, phasical  deseriplion, chdhing.
selvicle description. weapon possession, and
e e

I he suspect is a0 law enforcement oflieer,
dlisparten @ supperyisor o e secme immedi-
ately,

Alwavs send oflicers o the seene Jnoeases
w heee domestic yiolenee s reporied or sus-
peried, even il the peporting party calls back
toccgneel e pequest fur assistanee,

Provide Yictim »ith Critical
Infisrmaation:

Bomdmed the sictim red 1o owash hersell” ar
Clean the eeime secene uoll respending
allieers have arrivod and forenisic exaamin
Livns van be pecdormed 00 preserve ovi-
dener, (5er the section o forensic exams
ot prege ()

Notify the vichim of available eceksis response
seryices, loclicate te the viclime thal oTisis
sey jour providers see respooding 1o the
secne ionmediately, (For poliey relaied o
noliticution af erisis pespanse serviees, see
protvals estabilished by sour department
ITHIHALA T W)
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Obtain (MTender Hislory aned
Informmion on the Likelibood ol
Danger:

Lose Call History,” “Criminal Hisioes ™ ool
ather  availalile datatkses e provide
pesprending aiTicers with creinl orioninal
and civil informiadion, including fireqrm
possessinon prohibitions, vnlstnding sare
vilenls, G e e iedd st Reriees

L s anailable databrases oo otdain infor-
U T T pruh'rtirrn prclises, e
ditions o peleise, or senbeaee peredling
izains! e suspect. lndierm respoeending
alffcers of suel orders apd the derms ol cielr.

Frevevish 1o alieer with jnformation on e
suspesls  dampeersusness and apecifies
geleenaad e Teecrdent

Initial Otlicer Response

Respond to the Call:
Respartd to the dispatel call imediatels,

whether ar ool e pepnT itsedt is fereeeaediade
o dedinomd,

Promizing Practices: Law Enforcement Response

Havseal o inforeeation prosided by the dis-
patcher, cvaluate the potential or violenee,
il seere backu, whenever possilile.

spproach the Scene:

[retermine whether there aee maltiple
crime seepes ez, aocrime thal begane at
orte laeation but codeld @3 anotlier).

Liilize laetical approach  procedures,
imeluding o silenl appreacly o regquest Fere
prriorily adice aiv upon arrival, parkiong of
thiee vehiiele aoway froree Thies crime sedere
and usimgE an indireet fimlappeoach Cangle
np siefe).

Faaemine e area swreronoding e
prenttises (oo, observe and listen for indi-
vatinns ol vielenee in progeess: observe
whiether Tights are on a0 windows are open;
ol fine e Wdenees of chitdren, sueh s the
preesernee o Tovs i fhe sondAeris cway s o
ehech vehicles parked at e localion-
vonsitler racliodng io dogs gnd deseriptions).

Sugmest hystimeders aned others leave e
tonediate aced surrounding the seete o
ClELEe T safety

Firler the Scene!

Ciier ihe preannises B cerepbigies with the
livsa s ool Mo slalie.

Rk and anreounee” IF yvau are denied
dcerss do Hier prediises, effiet foreed entey
in ocomplinonee with state Lw, o conlirm
vietim welfare and  absence ol vicim
vaereioty, of seck a search warranl I entry
caraed e legpdly efeeted, imreedialely
cetetine't a0 supeeryisor oo delernmine whal
aleliticorand srethon ey L appropriste, An
offteer shonld, ot i minitanm, retien o the
secrre et o Frenqueen? baiis oo wiloess ans
additionad abusive Dehavior ne evidenee of
vindewee thal con e viewed frome nilside
the residenee,

Intervene to Stop Viedence:

lrmiediatels slop any violeaer o sop-
Al O parties,

Iepeps thies parties separated amed seceare at all
Linmess,
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Assess and Secure the Scenge:

Faalmte 1he seeoe ege, sheellar ir s in

shaerizmed or clisturbed  condition, whethey

there I evidence of  aleoholidrmg use,
w hetloe e there e crneegenes Fecltf issies b
P andolresael, swlosther there aee cllier wil
niesses, ar additional ey wdengeas is presenly

1 the suspect appesies Lo be i Loy enlioree
menl oflicer, fimplement  departmen|
podicies aind peatoeol esiablished for suaeh
AULGLHOES  (ee, reueesl @ Supeevisor be
corte Lo the seene il omne hias rel aleeils
Breserny clispattebed; secire Sepviee pesolver
peancling interoal insestisation: e ooreport
with internal affates; and soo forthy. (Fore
poliey addreessing fficees as suspeel. see
profucols established bovoree deparmeil
IENHY O

1 pressible. photograph o sideolagae the
critne seene helors (s distorhed, Recol
thve Docations ol the sietin aed sospusel al
the bt ob yeer aeris el

Talip sIeps BECessnry e prescry e eyideney
ot e vietin™s g sisqeet™s paerson s el gl
thre sewetues of thie ecioee,

secrre and peatecl the eritne seene, ol
reguesi el forensic/ertme secre el
clams be dispatebed. as aviilabde aned
qpprropriake.

Confiscate all woeapons seetealls wsed o
usedd b fhevaten the sictimg, ineduding dhase
in pedn sight ar in the possession o theye
suspect i violation of state ar federal lin
(sueli as muaee puesessiore by compieed
demestic vialenee affender).

Address the Innmnediate Necds ol Yiclians:

M othes aee availalele and teno el oen
eatlledd, sammaon victim crisis mlervenlion
prersattinel o thees crime seene, onee e
SR Sene e s ser U e aned e s iclio is salie
Obseewise, reder the viectine i wriling and
LUy plwone W approprite domestic sidenere
services. (Far palicy on mifviog viclim
erisis itervenbion personne] ek robereals,
see protocols estidiisted By ovoue depunt-
(LA TR HELG [T LN

Assess the nead For g sipn-lanpgapses inler-

prrecler or Lrmasdabor For the s wling, sy itnesses,
o Auspech L pel rely o Bvnils meniiers

Pramising Practices: Law Enforcement Response

vt interested  parties [or interpretation or
transladion,

Assnre dhae v ictim et her immediate salels
s vore first prinrity as g ofieen,

Take Seps necessary 1o protect e vielim'™s
perseniid privacey and dignity (eg., alleny the
victim o cover or change el of ripped or
Blvestd il clolves, in privoey, and 05 soon is
pissibie and eonsistent with evidonee col-
lection consideralions, pratect the vietim
from intrusive media and onlookers).

Inguire as o the vicim®s need for eloner-
geney medical attention, and provide tiest
ainl. @s eSSy,

Assess and proside for the care and safely
niqeds of any childeen present,

Yrrange transportation tooa designated
meclical {acifity for medical care. i nec-
RSN

Conducel an Initial Interview with the
LTS B TH

I the victiom s inoeritical pesed of medical
altesgtion, do el aileinpt o inlervies her
widil affer she has reveivod medical assis-
Ingice o siabilize her condition. Limit the
e e o these questions necessary o
efficd arrest of the suspect and only Lo the
cxlend e viclim's  conditinn permits,
Additivnal guestions should he willilield
uadil o feelles apr inters jew,

Belore allempting wointerview the vielin,
rean e either the victing or the sespect tooa
lecalinn thal provides cormplete sight and
seirid psoldation {roam all odher parties. IF this
is e possible (e, i thers s only one
olficer respending), awall the arrival of
urchp, Allvw only a victinn ady ogite W be
poesernd if the victin jndicates @ need for
=l an,

sk guestions in o supportive sl nen-
junlereeetal armer Be cplnn direct, and
palicnt. Be elear that you wanl a help,
Popdain the negessin fer asking any per-
sornl guuestionts ur (puestiohs thal may take
the s ietim nnemnErrlahle.

Record e mesciied oiteranees™ of the
saclinn, Tiomdly reemhers, ool W iilnessos,
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Medes the vielim's demeanor, ey Binzoage,
anel ather wimveehal comememica o inedi-
valing hee earotional aned phasical eondilion
Tor evidenliary purposes.

Croe-Liiteent e s iebienn’s injuries ere sbedail. s
eepuire abont jrjuries il ooy ool be
visitle, [lse Daody charts (oo assisl 0 thin-
e ntation. U se pliotoeraphiy to oy ade acdidi-
Tl doermuentaticnn whete e possible

Obtiin infrrmalivn Lo determine whetler
the suspeet’s comdeet constilales mglliple
crinnes (eg sevtal assanlt siodation ol
protection oeder, Firearin paesession.
Irespyiss).

Oblain peeliminary ielormation from Lhe
vielim abommd the crime and specilices
lesagling upe tor thee abese. v hiether there is a
relationship between e sietim andg
suspecl, dny priar histors ol abuse, any
calrt crers, any use of weapons, ar any
ae of adoubal o deoges.

Fappraqriate, erreanrage e s iclim o seel
meddieal  deeadment andfor anderEs o
farensic esun, as oecessars, (See 10
sec1inn on foremsic exams on page B

Foaploin to the victim the importemee of e
deteer collection and eaedioal frewdnrent.
Tetleeram v thiad Lhe cosl alb o Tieepsic esen -
feeanlioatn muay a0t be frer pesgponsibfi.

Arrange for eansportation Do fesizmaled
medicnl cenler or other faetliiy o e e
vichim undergo medical eatmen! andfor »
turensie exam, il the vietin's coradition has
el presiously regeired Ber teaespartalinn
o mediead faeilins.,

Obtain addres=iphone inloemation e s
tetmporars residence oowhich the vielim
[T e,

Cbtain addeessdphane information fe o
Fatteily  member amlior ather  pepson
erdrnsted  witly the victim's forvyarding
confavl informatioe,

Arrange Tor thee viclion™s Trarsportikion lo
o place ol safen pley sheller, o friend’ss
relatise's house, hotel, et 1 neeessary,

Determine Yinlation of Federal Taw:

CIWermine i saspects conduct comstingles
d vinlation ol federd L fege, crassing g

Promising Fractices: Law Enforcement Respunse

stade fitwe to indlict bodils injury, o stidh. or
Uie siolinte @ prrodection ordery 1T so0 Tollow
(rotovol established o nof appropriage
lederad aulhorities, (For pelicy on notlili-
citlien sued coordinalion of response 1o
leberal criaes, see prdoeals established 1o
RLLIITS df"'j}iir“ﬂu‘"m R I HE A FFER a F

Provide the ¥Yictim with Essential
Inlormalion:

Provide thae vietim wilh arilten refereals o
syatem- and communily-hased assistinee
agenics andl ozt

Seldily thee viclime of her riglas as o s ictim
nader sl v (oo, 1fue rights o nonifi
citlieen. e e presend,. and o omake n
stalenent al procesdings; the right w apply
lor crivae Yictim connprasation).

Sulfy the sictim of ber right o secek oan
cimersoncy prodestion oedere, Gl avaalalile,
dmd provide inlormbion cunceerning how
such g order e e nilained.

Provele lie vietim with basie informidion
(el warally and in oswriting aboot inves-
bizaalin e processes and whal rale she may plas
tredlie bevvesdigartion. b the cxdent prssilile, (e
thes viclion wwhat to expect in e process,

Provide e viclim with immediate shor-
term saleds recomemendations and prelim
mary safens planning streatesies,

Aclvise the victirm thal arrest af the suspect
is ol g parantee ol the siclim's safely, os
Lhe s peet maay be released oo Lond shorlly
alter aerest and s pose an immediate
theeal o the vielim or a family meber

W il ST at the seene, provide the victim
i owrilisne with the nene, badeze nomber,
and contoct information ol all respording
otficers and the incident repoel momlaere

identily and Inlervien Wilnesses:

lentidy any wilnesses and document their
full nurmes, addresses, phone nambers, ele,
Nate e relatinvnships to the victin,

Interview nearln residents, en-warkers,

aaul gy olhers who may have witpessed
the cureend or proevious meidepts ol abnse.

Domestc Vinlence
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Nole the witnesses” demeanar, and eoliver Collect Evidence at the Crime Scene;

Wil staleneaads Mrom eart.

it shiether g soarch soarrant s
ocvideed e based on state law, determine
whether any aspect of evidence collection
sl pedgenive nosenrchy wisrrdret).

labers ey childeen swhio s biee it
tesset) The iesidend. Tnepaires b paees jons
pcicents of alaese direeted @1 the sicting or
tiremselves. Comply with protoeols specili-
cally relaled G inders deas with ohilid wit-
Peases il s iedimes.

Determine whother there are mmalliple
crime seenes (e did the ineident begin in
arther location, or diek a previous and
unreporlied incident oecar at anolher sine?),

Oteryview children o a0 1anmer ajipra-
preate e Buedr age oo inaowan that does
vt ped Cheir saleny ol rishe Decurmeent dany
exciled ulleraaees, indicalions or aigts of
M ries, pasl ar present,

Call a0 orimee secoe technician, as indi-
cated by department polies.

Forpdess erfarhe Segrre feoleneiins aF o Rirensie spe-
eiafist w0 Be oealledd b0 the sevnte, rosp o g

Whenrs evidenee of ohiled abwse or negles ! _ .
fficers Sfrenlel nrelericfe e il rs

e s ls, et thie aehodl vinstieee soocl ericonrsgEy

her by ke noreport b the apprapriate
ehild pralection servicesfagones, YWhen she
el ol el s f1le the report soursell:
intirny the aadule victim thal e reporl hus
Fasery Bl and e plininy fums shee ciee et
Eines spmenas.

Inleesview the Suspect:

Albepnpl dee daabervivws Hae suspect 0F e s
presenl e ovided, prioe te arrest and custods,

Loses audi- aindfor vicheodape G redctaed e
sibspects interview, Indiernn the sspaset thiat
weatp e meenesdige

Oblain gooerval  information from the
suspect (L, wame, address, relalionshipe b
1the vieting, «le),

Ask questions oo clarify statemens and
Facks asserled by e suspeet,

Bt e serspeet™ excibiad utleranoes,
Fris comotiomal ool plissical conmeition, il
REs eemeanmeg,

ot Hoe suspeeUs ijoreies o detadle 1 ose
photorraphy W decument Iinjuries, ani
inguire aleatl inguries hat mas ot e
visihle,

Sole ooy ovidence ol substacedchemical
W HTE TN

U thwe sivspeet vionaed e foeund, appls for o
sterant. 17 e is o sobseguently Liken inin

cnsloghs wltempt o inlervies himonl alier

i peeier Witida warering b el issied
I liirm,

Promuging Practices: Law Enforcement Response

Assess fe erime seene for phvsical eviderce
(eaz. finmerprints, tueky foids, Rostpeints,
displicescl objescls, property destroctivn.

Obtain evidence of other orimes comnitted
by e suspect fep. sexnal assandi, vio-
Lertienn of o protection ardee, Bireaenn pos-
SeSSIOIL respass. elep,

Phivagraph anedfoe sideatape the crime
seeti: el b leagehings movpng, op dis-
riping potenlizl evideonee, Provide an indi-
caluen ol sige or seale lor all e denee pho-
brafaphied, (Ser the siclon o forensic
eNUME LN page B

Conduct o preliminaes scarch Foroali
phissical esvidenee withaal eompromising
et e pimme Seoere.

Coel sty preoperly peekize. and snarck a0l ovi-
detice. Forseee Wial o] evidenes las been
satheped hefore relegsmg the criie seeime.

THarim the crime seene: ase speciafized
reparl [oemesddiagraoms, ad docmment all
Nndings, (For palies or stpmdardized formes
caneerning roports, see proloeels estah-
lshed By osoue depsatment mabgement.}

Virange Tor a samwe-sex phokographer o
phutogriph the victhin™s injerices. aod aleet
the sictirn hat sudseguent Braising should
asir Ta prbnlengrspebied,

Phelograph the suspects ijurices, omi Like
[wll-Tuchy phictagriagshs.

Mhotogeaph  children®s  injuries and

Domastic Yiolence




demeaaoe i, take pictures thet capiure
playsieal capressioms ol epmtions],

Confiseate all weapons used in e eorm
trrissiort ol o erfrige

Fevitw amel preserve all =9117 aodioe
cilerEeney dispeiteh Gopres.

Tratesponrt @l ceaflectel ey ideae: tooa fdesig
nated crime Indy Toe analssis anddor o lhe
Livw enforeenuant property roomm Foe sloeaee
it i wad thal maintains the proper chain of
cLEtondy.

Collection of Exvidenee (HT Sile
(Forensic Examis):

Transpart ar arrdnge transporeliog forbe
vietien oo desicoated aedieal Bacility for
cmergenes ewre andlor forensic oy idencee
callectiorn, i fiecessir.

Cormnlined s jelirn sers ices W pros e medical
aerian praretaiend. Crive Hae v BeTie anl aqipuar-
fimity Lo dechine ofters of jasistanee feom
LM Servies aelvoeates omee Thiey bine
arrivedd al the facilily,

Mike offorts W ensore thad The vielinm s
secn promptly at the medical thcility,

Canfiem that amy professionals comluetng:
At amnd sexnad assanl Torensie cuons
[ravs e thes g ileatsomes b o e

Conticm that the attending ouese ar
physician has a standardized ovidenee ool
[ection ki o that bedslee = beained o The
nse ol e al,

Peovcile thie allending ruese or phasician
with o beielacennnt of the inciden.

Bk efMorts to cnsare thab the victin™
injurics are phateggeaploed medelail, sith dull
consigderaiion o e siction’s comtfor! il
privacy cancerns. I possible. airange for
samie-sen forensic photographier or miesdivnl
professional wha has been bedined in
forensie photgrphs o vielim sensitivity,

Earrsuare st sl peeessary phyvsicol esvidenes
colleetion provedores e completed,

Onnder with assisting medical pessonne] to

abdain uether information abaoeot the s ictim’s
condilion and any evidenee cellected,

Pramising Practices: Law Enforcement REsporge

Boegquest thal e victiem sign a moeedica|
iafnrmlion release foem,

P'rivisles thes victinn with peelipninars salis
plarring el assistanee prier W depaetere
Tresen Lhie medical Taeility 11 soeh planning
hivs nut aleeady been provided by another
teirifieed professionad (e, safety Hps, basic
strattemies Tor Ahe shor! feem, rwelerral W
other resoerces . atnd services B8 enuere-
geney hansing and comprehensive safety
plarnmingy.

IF Hie suspeet isoine costedy, make sure
phssical and medical esidence §s colleeted
fraim him. and at o lecation diferent from
that o e vietim, Provide briefing 1o
metkien]  persomne] responsible tohr con-
dacting the exam regarding e general
detiils of rthe incident prioe o thejr per-
Foerming the exaee booassist themn in the eol-
fection of ey idenee,

ake arrangements lo iransport coliceied
evigdenee needing angbvsis foon designated
eeiene laby aoffor Wooo designated propaerts
rowan Toe sloraee in s sy Whal maintains
Lhe chain ol custods.

vrenmEe foe Hie suspect's fransport e an
nppropriate Feility too collect phiy sical ani
tetfical esidence, if necessars. 1f posaibile,
transport the suspeet to i faciline other than
one toowhich the viclim wais senl,

Camastic Viglanee




Make an Arvesd Decision:

The Decision o Arresl;

Arrest the saspeet iF probable cause exists
prarsuant doostale b

Serve all varrands i i timels maanaen

Vehen hedhe parlics tie i domestie viedenee
incielent allege violenee or e suskained
injury, offieors shondd undertahe i prinmiary
or  prealenrgian! ageressar alalysis in

additicn o evaluating any clams of sell- ar

théird-party oefense CHTeers shinld aenes)
Liorthy praretios oanly i vases s hieee @ prisiars
oF predoiminanl aegressar cannut be deter-
minedd and aerest is ollerwise warmanied,
(o podicys on alelermining primary
apgresinr. see pralacols established In
s depariaIen peLe ey

Gl the suspecl wilh all crinws arising
Iroan Wi ineiddenl fee=l assaul, sexil
asaanll, vielation ol a prolection oreder,
espasg, breaking and  entering, {ireaem
perEmession ). Coplael e prosecutoer with
sy uestions ar converns resarding appm-
(rkinke charges,

Lolfeeres b stales Ken, and el comesicher
aflier Tactors e, speculation thal the

vietim will wi g forvarls likelihonsd of

convicthng the victiemn™s belusioe prioe 1o
tiee ineieent: the mees culbose sesaal eeien-
tilbon. vlass, or protession of cilhier party).

File ol report even in the case of no
darrest, explaining the ralwnale and cir
eurmstirnees foe the dovisien in the roporl.

L the suspect is ool areested, explain 1o the
vietim the reasans e the decistan,

IV the sospeeet s oot greested, make i elear
W Bith parties Whal thie police ke crines
af domestic vinlenee serinusly and that
Miether conducet that eanstibales domestie
senlenee or other rolabed eriones will Jeml
T Srtest,

Virile an lucident Reporl:

Cioreiprlete a written reporl, whether or net
i ierest s omade. [ ap drrest was oot
mieles esplign the ealionele and ejreoen
sticoees Tore thal dlocision in the meporl,

freclude ol ineforereation, as rdicates aliove,

lecelule dingrams spectiving the aatore
anpd leaiinn of ol ijureies, ineludinee thiose
bl a@ee ol visibile.

Wake reltrenee 10 prociows incidents be-
teen the parties, either incidents known 1o
responding officers or as reporied by the
vieHim ar other witiesses.

P'eovisle the follos wpe investigator with al)
related  iodoccation, eeports, aod doea-
i rtatien,

The Deeision Not to Arresl: Follow-up Investigataor Response

Serve and Enforce Mrotection Orders:

[Eroswerest is miades diseuss w Il e vieling
the possilality ol ol side Bousioe aliseni-
tivees thesl s B ayailable, il pros ilde
writlen informtation alan rganizalions oF
ageneies et preovide honazinge issislanee
serviceds dar domeslie vielemee et

TF reepest i v, eomsicer meguaesting an

cergeney prolectvn arder oo bl of

L waeckinn.

I et vl i e becanse the suspect s e
loper presend. obtain descriptive infore-
malian {eag., possible whersabeonls: phasieal
deseription; e time hee Lot sebicle e,
tvpe, and liceiise mombers, Broadeast ihe
i B pssisl 111 Teealing sond appre-
Feruding The sospenct,

Promising Praclices: Law Enforcement Respanse

Wake evers effort o serve all prolection
vders ohtained by thee wicthm aygmirinsd fhe
prerpetsLoe (s peaetp s soon as he is Tocated.

Fonleerse all cririnal and civil peotecling
arders, restpainiomgg oeders, or cored [lons gf
parole or prabation azainst e saspect,
ineinding Those ssued oo other jurisdic-
lieims ar Alites,

Gather Further Informatian to Suppor
Charges:

Consul o with the  initiad responding
ollicer(s) and any agency personne] wha
were subseguently called o the seene.

Domestic Violence




Oevelop an iosesligalive sirglegs e,
consull with o proseeator regarding ovi-
dentiney ease issues: lovelop fellaw -
witness lisls)

Determiine whether o seareh sviereanl s
needed with regard ooany sespesct od” e
Py es kit .

wrrange B o Follow ap inbery o with fe
vietim. if addidional oc clarvilving infore-
mation is necéled,

Lapabe Toer witys to carrobaoriete e vicliome's
slitle e s

Be-phalegraph the vietlim 1o dieument
chnmnges in 1he appearanees of her inguries,
Hrmind (he vietimg that Bedises amd -
dence oF injies may appear Later Toosueh
cirermstanees. you shonld reqoest that the
viclion cenlact sou 1o arrange Tor adidi-
tional  photographs o olher documen
Latiestl.

FoconersEe e sicting foocontaet o or
other investigiative oficers wilh any oo
infrernation or ey idenee,

[denlily and abtain statements from an
adddiviorral switnescses ol inlees iessedh it thae
seerte. dnd collect all pertinent inlor
malian,

Submil o forensie lal ser e recguest affer
eviluating the evidenes Tor its possible rel
evitnee based oo e stalements of parties
tonvelsoed aad sorrsonedings eireuenslemnces,

laintidin contacd with the forensic Lk m
oblitln resulls, ddentify and foflow up on
Aty evitlentiary [eids or tasoues ial may
CIUETIS

Clbtain furlher inloranition on e suspecs
eritetinalfcivil histaries poed ofteer relevant
birckgromed, whee availableo (R prdies
et erimoal history, see protoends esdibe-
listhiel wnder the Data Collection and
Clonrorrdreticatbiones Seodive.j

Adddress Yietim Safely aod Suppaord
Needs:

Arrange tor o [ollow-up discussion with
the vietim o oaddress ber safety ond
supperl needs.

Prumising Practices: Law Enforcement Response

Call in and coordinale with relevant viclim
assistance providers ol advocales {rom
syAlern- and commuunity-based  orgaiza-
lions and agencies [where avidlabie) o
assist (e vietim with the develommnent of
safedy planning strategies.

In coordination with sdelim assistance
providers and advocates, assist e viclim
i b beveloprient ol a0 salety plann
respaond do ongoing threats of e suspecl.

Bavit sanlely pHanning op dihe spectlie ciecen-
stimees  surrennding  1he carrent rela

tinoship Belween the viclim and the saspecl
foar, temporaih separted, permmgeeendly
sepaabed. rewnited ), Wdjust the plao as at
chirnge of cipeimslances mMay «arrant,

Do snch sabseguenl contacl, assess e
likelihiood of condinued violenee by the
sipsprecd lowiosd e viction ae alher famih
menbiers. Resiew aad revise salery plans
and rospense strategies, as needed, o
peon ide spdimal prodection.

Lhilice a “Lethality Cheeklist™ 1o help
assess e sispects prabability of con-
tnued cr inereased evels of vielencee.

Veork elosely with availalile viclim assis-
tanee andd advocaes providers o suppon
the victim threugh interviews and other
e stigmadion procedures,

Fncowrage  the sictim 10 call Llaw
crnforeement it the saspect violates any
existing conrt orders, inchading, but naol
liaired o, emergeocs o il civil pro-
Techinn trders ar criminal nrders,

Provide Vielims with Essenlial
[nformation:

Adbepe o state law and agoenes palicy con -
corning e s iclins rights o aotification.

Faploin the meneral i ostigalory process
(o thie vietim, Proncide a wrillen deseriplion,
il available.

Roeep the vietime informed of all develop-
micnis in the investigatinn o e exient thit
such inforgation will nal compromise e
investigafion,

Domeslic Violence
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Frovcige the vielire withe report fomes sl
Euidaners ta assise ber i docmnenling The
Sspecs Puether aetiones. i appeopreiste.

Provide yictivee wwilh o cops ol e ineident
report withoud eist,

Witk eelerrals too oy nedditional doroestic
siolenes ok othaee s ietinm-relicied  issis-
Livnees serviees, atBucae v aega e peen s, ol
apneeriicies it preos (e sogipaart. eorreseling,
Foersing, ane Tindeeeial issisbibe,

Deliver the Casce to the Proseciation
(Mlice;

Hiscuss the cise wilth e proseculin’s
adtice, gomel comeliet oy Tieether s et
farlinm, ax o pequested, secariegs o i
tiomal evicleeeee sk enrmmnmcalinge o
addilional information abtained to The
prearsee o assigred.

Preswude the sicton st e maomees and
contact information for the prosecotor
assie] ta e case, i soeh infimatioen s
Kiwn, andd Tacililicte e bidipd conlact
ardlyor e dices Welaeen e,

Faeilitite enntiers Zietween the spelime and
prrosecaior mnl sictien seryiees, if avidlable
(e, prrevicle coekiet G loapreealian arrange:
d nuedinge nolify s lelime services withe The
vielien™s puerimissen .

Corrplele pecessiy reporls and  Beis,
il transfer the information T the prose
rutnrs officee.

Testily s eegquesisd theeughont s
crirtrisial jiestior prroecibings.

Wireere possible, provide vielomes swith 1lae
SeelIT ISP tecesssalky g condile
their participation in the criminal jostice
praeess A boo faedliltte Their aeeess o
AESISTIIL STy s,

Supervisor Response

Crvate tracking provedures 1o documend
and Eacilitale complionee witl sipmabarils
rrLanielated dutees aped sl relevant depant-
rer Ll g liesiess o peocenlores,

Fromizing Practices: Law Enlorcemont Rosponse

theraee e complianes with apency
pulivics and procedares relaled tn domestic
i nee pegs inciieant repuTlings, sweapens
conliscilion, es o el lechom).

U epser edficer vomplianes willy interigency
eperme s related i dorrpestie violenes,

Ornegser oflicer performianee coneerning
e el of predeclion oreers.

Ehveraee offieer decision makione resaeding
Priteas or Preda i THULE BEEressear i KR ss-
e is in cases invoebing cdoal aerese”

Besiew thie perfaormance of cach officer in
lisAvse pesponse o domestic siolepee
casts,. Reveard oMieers Tor appropriate nmd
cvemplasy performance. Underlake cor-
rective acticdy with e s wliose per-
loemunnee fails 1o meet apprapriote shin
dhitrds, le-assicn ollieers whose response o
domiestie vinlence cises consistently fails to
reet perforrnmes sthadards.

[derimine and adentily e nesd For aaddi-
Vogal afficer tadning ne supeery ision. York
wilh famagers e develop anapproach Mt
will adiliess e adentifiel necds.

Ao sy allicers” imeidem reports o cnsure
prirper amvestiznlion procedaees e beine
fullowed and approprisde elidrges are
bvimi il

Data Collection and Communications

Chesicrale nul refereve aft domestic vio-
lenee-relinhed ease information,

Lilomade casts inforndion 4o eypaedile

HEN AL LN

Track cises iroan firsl call forsael, inchading
vinsd stlstaidiation and fllow-1heou st

Bevien case eclassilication practieoes and
procedoees  throughont e process o
s doemestie violenes cases e beig
properly elassified s suel

Provide o methodd 1 track cases that ane
vligered e Tiled aes domestie iolemee cases
restariiless of Tiow Hoe oy Jater be ceclas-
sificel as the reselt ofa plea or of recharging
clem-isinms.

Domestic Yiclence




Peselop policies, prolecals, and  interd
ECICY EITCINeTTS TerESI T Ul e
critpingl and civil Tistories of affenders
it avidla hle dataloses,

Management Response

Sel Tene Throogh the Development of
Pretocels, Practices, Training, and
other Mechanismis:

Fostitklishy preotocols soel practices thal e
arppiendel foean anderstionding ol doinmestie
violener sl it embeods values sneh os
victim  sufedy and wellare: vespeet for
victim dignity, privasy, and aulomomy: aned
alleanler aceountabiliis.,

Develap procedures Tor handling vin
lenee against women commiled by liw
einforcerent gl other juslice sastion
prrsonel,

Develop g paelices and protocoel o pise
dornestio vialeoee calls priocits viling il
Traterieed by dispatehers,

[evelnp @ erisis intervention poelicy andd
protocal for use by dlispatelers when
respaond i W calls fronn cepeorting vietims.

Theselogy o presgeran. pealies s gl pratocal 1o
P e s ieting erizis inlery ention seryiees in
resporise W the eringe secne. Sieh prograns
sholel qake into considoealion  service
e e safely,

Vhevelop speclidized  reporlt Torms for
daniestic violenee, complele with diagraees
tre thomenaimesret inguaeiess.

[revelop o paaliey @anad pratoeod Jo eneol e
thue arrest ol Hae privnaes o precdomingam
ageressar imvobved o doamestic violeoe:
inedclerts, and minimice dual arreses,

Plesebop o strmlegs Tor addressing eomples
cases (e, convening  [rablem-snling
peetifigs o ith affeers; designating ollieers
o atssume assignanent ol g assist wilh
siich casess and  consulting and coeeedi-
paling wilhe the prosecuber™s olfice, wilh
il services, qoel willt edber el
ageeneies e proafessionalsy,

Pramising Practices: Law Enforcement Response

[Waelop protocols B seconcdary response
loy dostnestie violonee cases fi, ealling out
[orensicderime-seene 1echnicians o cases
where attempted murder, sexual assaull,
o strangelation are swspectel).

Fatablish policies, prodovols, and agree-
mients be chivelop and eoordinale resporse
sith Tederl sonthiorities in domesie violenee
eilsdm iy alving s fotations ol federal ks,

Fromote proactive  infersention o all
Mm% RO T Ciles.

Wowate Turids, resoureces, aml personnel
sprecitiealls e doamestic sjolente cises
(v lue adequate backup, evidenese
anmlysis aed collection, rdninge, viclim
dssistinaee).

Supmat ongoilng dorestie ielenee train
tog Leer aalT s Ll scteran stz T regs doring
arientation, coll call, continoimg edu-
cittiondlraining), Supporl reintnrserne nl
For any avertime associated  with such
training,

Huilad a stall thal relects e demographies
ol Lhe comaromily il serves,

Nevelap  stralewies 1o remove barriers
Faving  under-served  populatians that
present themn from having access 10 victim
assislitice seeviees  and  wlidfaing  the
eriendnal justice syslem (e translation of
rrateriids indoe relevanl languages, 26-hour
s e translation  and  imlerpreter
serviees, education, aod antreach).

Deselop i systeme 1o maniler palicy com
prliame,

Fastabilish a0 coordinated  response W
domestic vinlenee coses amnng wietim
seTviCe arEs iR lans. COTINNTIEY Servier
st ies, atuld coieeamal joslice awencies,

Bosise polieies wnd  proctices D aceom

macitke thee rights, resoloee peeds, and
inlerests ot domrestic violenoe victims.

Domestic Vialence
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Provide Leadership in Commmunity
Initfadives 10 Keduee Yiolence Againsd
Yromen:

Lnsure coordinated vospoeese aond collal-
it wWithe othier justice gngerenes @nid
other eelevand service providers, Pevelop
inlerigeney agrecmends as oappropriale
fe, eneadrige The mloption of & mualti-
disciplingrs respoeese by donmiestie vio
[enee cises)

Firficipale in cominanits sk fores op

other collaborativ e offoris (e, systems
ey ey eanIniitees) b dmaprese e
resproeise boclomuestie v islenee,

Conduet or participate in Getalits resiews al

e eatranu ity Tevel foe expplere failures or

I'romobe comiunib cducalion concerning
dormestic violenee and its unacceplabdliny
i soejets.

Prowide o prosess B oltaining aod respeond-
ing o ovivtimevitizen complaine regarding
the handling o domestic violenee coses.
Indornn victiang of Hieir appaertunily L avail
themselves ol such o proeess, Proactisely
pritrreode puebiie awarencss ol the process
and it availability o the @eneral pubiic.

Retquire updated o continuing cducation
tsvining for all officers on domestic vie-
I["IIII'{"' PEs]ar s ZiS.‘ill["H.

[nehaede inlerraation o all mew stalutes,
protocots,  amd  procedoares related o
drrmestic vielenee in all updated training or
conlinuing eduaealine programs.

prahlens in igmenes respoeese [ dormestie
Linle e Cases. . ;
' Include  information about focal com-
ety resoiarees and refereal sources in
afficer and stall teajming progeams. Yerily
arndd updinle e intormiation #5 necessary.

Suppart starewide palicy changes e legis
Bakiore it passitivels ok ress dormestie vio-
[ Jssues.

vdopt  agency policies  that  establish
“approprigte response oodooesie violenee
cases” as o job perlfoemwnes measuee for all

Rucagnive and supinet oo n iy -hatsed
atbvacacy progeames atd the erilical role
e play in sapporting iy idual sicliomes
throueh ol stiges o the criminal justice
prowess and in warking with the criminal
pslies <astenn o dcepeovee iy eesponse

relevantl persannel,
Lilize  command-leve]l  monitoring o
e errsnre peliey complihioneg.

drrmiestioe s wslenee,
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