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******PUBLICATION ADVISORY****** 

BJS RELEASES HIRING AND RETENTION OF STATE AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 

OFFICERS, 2008 – STATISTICAL TABLES 

 

WASHINGTON – The Department of Justice’s Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS) released Hiring and 

Retention of State and Local Law Enforcement Officers, 2008 - Statistical Tables, which presents the 

results of a special survey administered to a nationally representative sample of agencies that 

participated in the 2008 Census of State and Local Law Enforcement Agencies. Approximately 3,000 

general purpose agencies were sampled, including all agencies employing 100 or more full-time sworn 

officers and a systematic random sample of smaller agencies. Data are presented on the number of 

officers hired by or separated from state and local law enforcement agencies during 2008.  

 

Other topics include agency hiring restrictions related to applicants’ personal history, targeted minority 

recruitment efforts, methods used to reach potential recruits, incentives offered, strategies used to retain 

officers, and agency policies on overtime and outside employment. Tables in the report present 

summary statistics by agency size and type (local police department, sheriff’s office, or state law 

enforcement agency).  
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# # # 

The Office of Justice Programs (OJP), headed by Acting Assistant Attorney General Mary Lou Leary, 

provides federal leadership in developing the nation’s capacity to prevent and control crime, administer 

justice, and assist victims. OJP has six components: the Bureau of Justice Assistance; the Bureau of 

Justice Statistics; the National Institute of Justice; the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 

Prevention; the Office for Victims of Crime; and the Office of Sex Offender Sentencing, Monitoring, 

Apprehending, Registering, and Tracking. More information about OJP can be found at 

http://www.ojp.gov. 
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