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OJJDP BULLETIN EXAMINES DELINQUENT BEHAVIOR AND
VICTIMIZATION OF BOYS AND GIRLS EXPOSED TO VIOLENCE

WASHINGTON - The link between delinquency and victimization among boys and girls
who are exposed to violence is examined in a bulletin released today by the Office of Justice
Programs’ Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP).

In Children's Exposure to Violence and the Intersection Between Delinquency and
Victimization, the authors found that youth who are both delinquent and victimized, often
referred to as “bully-victims,” have lower levels of social support and greater rates of mental
health symptoms.

For girls, a large jJump in victimization and delinquency occurs between ages 11 and 12;
for boys, the delinquent-victim group enlarges between ages 13 and 14. The authors suggest
that delinquency and victimization prevention efforts need to be marshaled before the fifth
grade and include components that minimize sexual aggression and harassment.

This bulletin is the latest in OJJDP's National Survey of Children's Exposure to Violence
publication series.
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The Office of Justice Programs (OJP), headed by Assistant Attorney General Karol V.
Mason, provides federal leadership in developing the nation’s capacity to prevent and control
crime, administer justice and assist victims. OJP has six components: the Bureau of Justice
Assistance; the Bureau of Justice Statistics; the National Institute of Justice; the Office of
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention; the Office for Victims of Crime and the Office
of Sex Offender Sentencing, Monitoring, Apprehending, Registering and Tracking. More
information about OJP can be found at www.0jp.gov.
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