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BJS RELEASES THE NATION’S TWO MEASURES OF HOMICIDE

WASHINGTON - The Department of Justice’s Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS) released The Nation’s
Two Measures of Homicide, which summarizes the United States’ two national data collection systems
related to homicide: the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s Supplementary Homicide Reports and the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Fatal Injury Reports.

This report describes the strengths, limitations, differences and complementary aspects of each program.
Both measures were developed as part of a federal effort to improve national statistical systems in the

early twentieth century, and have gone through a number of changes since then to improve consistency
and coverage.
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The Office of Justice Programs (OJP), headed by Assistant Attorney General Karol V. Mason, provides
federal leadership in developing the nation’s capacity to prevent and control crime, administer justice,
and assist victims. OJP has six components: the Bureau of Justice Assistance; the Bureau of Justice
Statistics; the National Institute of Justice; the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention;
the Office for Victims of Crime; and the Office of Sex Offender Sentencing, Monitoring, Apprehending,
Registering, and Tracking. More information about OJP can be found at http://www.ojp.gov.
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