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U.S. CORRECTIONAL POPULATION DECLINED BY LESS THAN 1 PERCENT FOR THE 

SECOND CONSECUTIVE YEAR 

 

WASHINGTON – The number of persons under adult correctional supervision fell by 41,500 persons 

during 2013, dropping to 6.89 million by yearend, the Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS) announced 

today. The decline in the correctional population (down 0.6 percent) was less than 1 percent for the 

second consecutive year. 

 

By yearend 2013, the number of persons under adult correctional supervision was the smallest number 

observed since 2003. About 7 in 10 offenders under adult correctional supervision were supervised in 

the community on probation (3.91 million) or parole (853,200) at yearend 2013, compared to about 3 in 

10 incarcerated in state and federal prisons (1.57 million) or local jails (731,200). 

 

The entire drop in the correctional population during 2013 was due to a decline in the number of 

probationers (down 32,100) and persons held in local jails (down 13,300). The parole population (up 

2,100) and prison population (up 4,300) increased, partially offsetting the overall decline in the total 

correctional population. 

 

While the U.S prison population increased during 2013, the number of inmates under the jurisdiction of 

the Federal Bureau of Prisons decreased (down 0.9 percent or 1,900) for the first time since 1980. The 

growth in the U.S. prison population was attributed to the increase in the number of inmates under the 

jurisdiction of state prisons (up 0.5 percent or 6,300). 

 

About 1 in 35 adults in the United States (or 2.8 percent of the adult resident population) was under 

some form of correctional supervision at yearend 2013. This rate was unchanged from 2012, when it 

dropped to the lowest rate observed since 1997. About 1 in 51 adults was on probation or parole at 

yearend 2013, compared to 1 in 110 incarcerated in prisons or local jails. 

 

The population-based correctional supervision rate (the number of persons under adult correctional 

supervision per 100,000 U.S. adult residents) declined to 2,830 persons per 100,000 adults at yearend 

2013, from 2,870 per 100,000 at yearend 2012. Since 2007, the correctional supervision rate has 

declined more rapidly than the number of persons under adult correctional supervision, but half of the 

decrease in this rate came from the increase in the size of the U.S. adult resident population. 
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The composition of the correctional population remained unchanged between 2010 and 2013. 

Probationers (57 percent) accounted for the majority of the correctional population, and prisoners made 

up almost a quarter (23 percent) of the population. Parolees (12 percent) and jail inmates (11 percent) 

comprised slightly more than a tenth each of the total population. 

 

In 2013, females accounted for almost 25 percent of the probation population, up from about 22 percent 

in 2000. They made up 14 percent of the jail population in 2013, up from about 11 percent in 2000. The 

percentage of females on parole or incarcerated in state or federal prisons remained unchanged between 

2000 and 2013. Since 2010, the female jail population has been the fastest growing correctional 

population, increasing by an average annual rate of 3.4 percent. 

 

The report, Correctional Populations in the United States, 2013 (NCJ 248479), was written by BJS 

statisticians Lauren E. Glaze and Danielle Kaeble. The report, related documents and additional 

information about BJS statistical publications and programs can be found on the BJS website at 

http://www.bjs.gov/. 

# # # 

 

The Office of Justice Programs (OJP), headed by Assistant Attorney General Karol V. Mason, provides 

federal leadership in developing the nation’s capacity to prevent and control crime, administer justice, 

and assist victims. OJP has six components: the Bureau of Justice Assistance; the Bureau of Justice 

Statistics; the National Institute of Justice; the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention; 

the Office for Victims of Crime; and the Office of Sex Offender Sentencing, Monitoring, Apprehending, 

Registering, and Tracking. More information about OJP can be found at http://www.ojp.gov. 
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