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NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF JUSTICE EXAMINES INCREASE IN
HOMICIDES

WASHINGTON - The Office of Justice Programs’ National Institute of Justice today
published an article online that explores potential explanations for the rapid increase of homicide
rates in some U.S. cities. The document considers two possibilities: the expansion in illicit drug
markets brought about by the heroin and synthetic opioid epidemic, and de-policing, the
intentional reduction in policing by officers.

TITLE: “Assessing and Responding to the Recent Homicide Rise in the
United States”™

AUTHORS: National Institute of Justice

WHERE: https://www.ncjrs.qov/pdffiles1/nij/251067.pdf

Point of contact for this advisory is Sheila Jerusalem, public affairs specialist, Office of
Communications, OJP. She can be reached at Sheila.Jerusalem@usdoj.gov or 202-598-0793.

The Office of Justice Programs, headed by Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Alan R. Hanson, provides federal leadership in developing the nation’s capacity to prevent
and control crime, administer justice and assist victims. OJP has six bureaus and offices: the
Bureau of Justice Assistance; the Bureau of Justice Statistics; the National Institute of Justice;
the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention; the Office for Victims of Crime;
and the Office of Sex Offender Sentencing, Monitoring, Apprehending, Registering and
Tracking. More information about OJP and its components can be found at www.0jp.gov.
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