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NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF JUSTICE EXAMINES FLORIDA LAWS
TARGETING OPIOID DISTRIBUTION

WASHINGTON - The Office of Justice Programs’ National Institute of Justice today
released a report from an NIJ-funded study that found laws passed by the Florida state legislature
helped to reduce the number of “pill mills,” clinics that fuel the drug trade by overprescribing
opioids.

Through interviews with law enforcement officials, researchers studied the impact of new
policies banning drug dispensing by physicians and found that those policies improved reporting
and the regulation of wholesale distribution. The study also examined the challenges and
complexities associated with prosecuting pill mill cases.
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The Office of Justice Programs, headed by Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Alan R. Hanson, provides federal leadership in developing the nation’s capacity to prevent
and control crime, administer justice and assist victims. OJP has six bureaus and offices: the
Bureau of Justice Assistance; the Bureau of Justice Statistics; the National Institute of Justice;
the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention; the Office for Victims of Crime;
and the Office of Sex Offender Sentencing, Monitoring, Apprehending, Registering and
Tracking. More information about OJP and its components can be found at www.0jp.gov.
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