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NUMBER OF JUVENILES IN RESIDENTIAL PLACEMENT CONTINUES 
NEARLY TWO DECADE DECLINE IN 2016 

 
WASHINGTON – More than 45,500 juvenile offenders were held in residential 

placement on any given day in 2016, continuing a nearly two-decade national decline in numbers 
of youth held in residential placement. Juvenile offenders were held in a total of 1,772 facilities 
across the U.S., with more held in local facilities than in state-operated facilities.  
 

These findings were published today in a bulletin presenting data from the Juvenile 
Residential Facility Census, an Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention biennial 
survey of every state’s public and private facilities. The bulletin also reports that most 
responding facilities evaluated all youth for suicide risk, education needs, substance abuse and 
mental health needs. 

 
Since 2000, this biennial bulletin has provided a range of data on juvenile residential 

facilities, including variations in facility operation, type, size, confinement features, screenings 
and services provided. 
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The Office of Justice Programs, led by Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General  
Matt M. Dummermuth, provides federal leadership in developing the nation’s capacity to prevent 
and control crime, administer justice, and assist victims. OJP has six bureaus and offices: the 
Bureau of Justice Assistance; the Bureau of Justice Statistics; the National Institute of Justice; 
the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention; the Office for Victims of Crime; and 
the Office of Sex Offender Sentencing, Monitoring, Apprehending, Registering and Tracking. 
More information about OJP and its components can be found at www.ojp.gov. 
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