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OFFICE OF JUSTICE PROGRAMS AWARDS NEARLY $49 MILLION TO  

SIX STATES, ONE TERRITORY TO ADDRESS COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
 

WASHINGTON – The Department of Justice’s Office of Justice Programs announced 
that it has awarded nearly $49 million to six states and one territory to address the public safety 
challenges posed by the outbreak of COVID-19.  
 

The grants are among the most recent to be awarded through the $850 million available 
under the Coronavirus Emergency Supplemental Funding program, authorized by the recent 
stimulus legislation signed by President Trump. This program allows eligible state, local and 
tribal governments to apply immediately for these critical funds. OJP is moving quickly, aiming 
to have funds available for drawdown as soon as possible after receiving an application. In 
addition to statewide awards, many local jurisdictions within these states are eligible for direct 
awards. 

 
The grantees are: the Delaware Criminal Justice Council, $3,536,720; Georgia Criminal 

Justice Coordinating Council, $15,840,333; Guam Bureau of Statistics and Plans, $2,932,867; 
Iowa Governor’s Office of Drug Control Policy, $5,754,321; Nebraska Law Enforcement and 
Criminal Justice Commission, $4,337,801; Utah Commission on Criminal and Juvenile Justice, 
$5,465,514; and the Washington Department of Commerce, $10,885,923. New Hampshire and 
Texas received statewide awards last week. 

 
“The outbreak of COVID-19 and the public health emergency it created are sobering    

reminders that even the most routine duties performed by our nation’s public safety officials 
carry potentially grave risks,” said OJP Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General Katharine 
T. Sullivan. “These funds will provide hard-hit communities with critical resources to help 
mitigate the impact of this crisis and give added protection to the brave professionals charged 
with keeping their citizens safe.” 

 
The law gives jurisdictions considerable latitude in the use of these funds for dealing with 

COVID-19. Potential uses include hiring personnel, paying overtime, purchasing protective 
equipment, distributing resources to hard-hit areas and addressing inmates’ medical needs.  

 
The solicitation, posted by OJP’s Bureau of Justice Assistance, will remain open for at 

least 60 days. As a top priority, OJP will fund successful applicants on a rolling basis as it 
receives applications. Grantees may apply the funds retroactively to January 20, 2020, subject to 
federal rules. 

 

https://bja.ojp.gov/sites/g/files/xyckuh186/files/media/document/bja-2020-18553.pdf


  

Agencies that were eligible for the fiscal year 2019 State and Local Edward Byrne 
Memorial Justice Assistance Grant Program are candidates for the emergency funding.  
A complete list of eligible jurisdictions and their allocations is available at 
https://bja.ojp.gov/program/fy20-cesf-allocations. 

 
For more information, please visit https://bja.ojp.gov/funding/opportunities/bja-2020-

18553. 
 
The year 2020 marks the 150th anniversary of the Department of Justice. Learn more 

about the history of our agency at www.Justice.gov/Celebrating150Years. 
 
The Office of Justice Programs, directed by Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General 

Katharine T. Sullivan, provides federal leadership, grants, training, technical assistance and 
other resources to improve the nation’s capacity to prevent and reduce crime, assist victims and 
enhance the rule of law by strengthening the criminal and juvenile justice systems. More 
information about OJP and its components is located at www.ojp.gov. 
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