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OFFICE FOR VICTIMS OF CRIME AWARDS NEARLY $3 MILLION TO SUPPORT 

VICTIMS OF 2019 COLORADO SCHOOL SHOOTING 

 

WASHINGTON, DC – The Justice Department’s Office for Victims of Crime, a division of 

the Office of Justice Programs, today announced it has awarded a $2,878,767 Antiterrorism and 

Emergency Assistance Program grant to the Colorado Division of Criminal Justice to assist victims 

of the 2019 shooting at STEM School in Highlands Ranch, Colorado. 

 

On May 7, 2019, one student was killed and eight others were injured when two students 

fired weapons in a Highlands Ranch classroom. At the time of the incident, there were 20 other 

students and a teacher in the classroom and many indirect victims, including the 1,827 students at 

the school, their families, 160 school staff members and law enforcement and emergency personnel 

who responded to the scene. 

 

“An act of violence both calculated and senseless claimed an innocent young life and 

caused physical and emotional harm to many others,” said OJP Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney 

General Katharine T. Sullivan. “We continue to grieve with the family of Kendrick Castillo and 

offer our prayers and support to the students and faculty of the STEM School and to the entire 

community of Highlands Ranch.” 

 

Funding will help the Colorado Division of Criminal Justice serve victims during the 

aftermath of this tragedy. Program funds will reimburse organizations for immediate, necessary 

services provided to the victims in the community and will provide ongoing trauma-informed, 

evidence-based healing and resiliency services to the students, families, employees and first 

responders. Services include meetings with a national school crisis and bereavement expert for 

students, parents and staff; STEM School Resiliency Center expenses, including mental health 

services and training for clinicians and a resiliency coordinator; supplemental victim compensation 

expenses; victim security at court proceedings; and mental health services for first responders. 

 

 “We mourn with those whose lives will forever be affected by this reprehensible crime,” 

said OVC Director Jessica E. Hart. “The disruption of so many young lives – and the horrific death 

of one child – continues to send ripples of sorrow through the Highlands Ranch community. There 

remains important work to be done and I hope this funding answers the call for assistance by the 

organizations that provided crisis response services in the immediate aftermath and that continue to 

serve the victims, their families, and the community." 

 

Since 1995, Office for Victims of Crime Antiterrorism and Emergency Assistance Program 

grants have provided supplemental support to victims and jurisdictions that have experienced 

incidents of terrorism or mass violence. The funding comes from the Crime Victims Fund, financed 

by fines and penalties paid by convicted federal offenders. 

 

For more information on this grant program, visit https://www.ovc.gov/AEAP/. 
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The Office of Justice Programs, directed by Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General 

Katharine T. Sullivan, provides federal leadership, grants, training, technical assistance and other 

resources to improve the nation’s capacity to prevent and reduce crime, assist victims and enhance 

the rule of law by strengthening the criminal and juvenile justice systems. More information about 

OJP and its components can be found at www.ojp.gov. 

 

The year 2020 marks the 150th anniversary of the Department of Justice. Learn more about 

the history of our agency at www.Justice.gov/Celebrating150Years. 
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