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JUSTICE DEPARTMENT HONORS OKLAHOMA MAN WITH
NATIONAL CRIME VICTIM SERVICE AWARD

WASHINGTON — The Justice Department’s Office for Victims of Crime, a division of
the Office of Justice Programs, presented Special Agent Ryan Woolley of the Oklahoma State
Bureau of Investigation’s (OSBI) Crime Scene Unit the National Crime Victim Service Award.
This National Crime Victims’ Service Awards category recognizes extraordinary individuals
and programs that provide services to victims of crime.

“Throughout his career as an investigator, Agent Woolley has been extraordinarily
sensitive to the needs of crime victims, working to help them navigate what can be a difficult and
overwhelming process,” said OJP Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General Katherine T.
Sullivan. “We honor him for being diligent in his duties and for being a compassionate presence
for crime victims, as well as a source of constant support.”

Working across the state Agent Woolley realized that victims and their families are often
left in limbo regarding whom they should contact for victim services after initial investigations.
Recognizing this gap in services, Agent Woolley assembled a victim handbook with color-coded
maps with phone numbers coinciding with the jurisdictions where crimes occurred. The
handbook includes information on the procedures for court from start to finish, how to receive
information on convicted offenders, websites for victims’ support and counseling, and contact
information for the district attorneys’ offices, medical examiners and OSBI victim advocates in
the various regions and districts.

While similar victim handbooks may be provided to victims by some local police
departments, Agent Woolley realized this was not as likely in large agencies, like OSBI, which
covers 77 counties and numerous district attorneys’ offices across the state. Agent Woolley also
secured funding by working with agency Victim Support Services to have the handbooks printed
and distributed to the six regions of OSBI.

“By providing these informational handbooks to victims, agents are able to offer support
to victims while working leads and pursuing their investigative duties,” said OVC Director
Jessica E. Hart. “Special Agent Woolley has used his skills and talents to help those victims who
so desperately need it, and his efforts have paid dividends for law enforcement in terms of more
effective investigations and better outcomes.”

The Office for Victims of Crime leads communities across the country in observing
National Crime Victims’ Rights Week. President Reagan proclaimed the first Victims’ Rights
Week in 1981, calling for greater sensitivity to the rights and needs of victims. This year’s
observance took place April 19-25 and featured the theme, “Seek Justice | Ensure Victims' Rights |
Inspire Hope.” The award recipients were honored privately and virtually with friends, family and
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Office of Justice Programs leadership.
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The Office of Justice Programs, directed by Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Katharine T. Sullivan, provides federal leadership, grants, training, technical assistance and other
resources to improve the nation’s capacity to prevent and reduce crime, assist victims and enhance
the rule of law by strengthening the criminal and juvenile justice systems. More information about
OJP and its components can be found at www.ojp.gov.

The year 2020 marks the 150th anniversary of the Department of Justice. Learn more about
the history of our agency at www.Justice.gov/Celebrating150Years.

it


http://www.ojp.gov/
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAxMTAuMTUzMTE2NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5qdXN0aWNlLmdvdi9DZWxlYnJhdGluZzE1MFllYXJzP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.IvArV6n-E_Ac4bB-rJAkAH2yNKX0pYUQuZkqN7WrXyc/br/73863876974-l

