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OJJDP RELEASES JUVENILE RESIDENTIAL FACILITY CENSUS, 2018:
SELECTED FINDINGS

WASHINGTON — The Department of Justice’s Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
Prevention today released Juvenile Residential Facility Census, 2018: Selected Findings. This bulletin’s
findings are based on data collected by the 2018 Juvenile Residential Facility Census (JRFC), sponsored
by OJJDP and managed by the National Institute of Justice. Facilities holding juvenile offenders vary by
operation, type, size, confinement features, screenings and services provided. The biennial JRFC survey

of every state’s public and private juvenile residential facilities provides a better understanding of these
differences.

Nationally—on October 24, 2018—37,529 juvenile offenders under age 21 were held in 1,510
residential placement facilities. Data from the 2018 census indicate that the number of youth in
residential placement continues a two-decade decline. The data also show that in 2018, more youth were
held in county, city or municipally operated facilities than in state operated facilities.
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The Office of Justice Programs, directed by Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Katharine T. Sullivan, provides federal leadership, grants, training, technical assistance and other
resources to improve the nation’s capacity to prevent and reduce crime, assist victims and enhance the
rule of law by strengthening the criminal and juvenile justice systems. More information about OJP and
its components is located at www.ojp.gov.

The year 2020 marks the 150th anniversary of the Department of Justice. Learn more about the
history of our agency at www.Justice.gov/Celebrating1 50Y ears.
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