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OJJDP RELEASES Delinquency Cases Waived to Criminal Court, 2018 
 
 
WASHINGTON — The Department of Justice’s Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 

Prevention today released Delinquency Cases Waived to Criminal Court, 2018. This fact sheet is based 
on the OJJDP-sponsored report, Juvenile Court Statistics 2018, and was developed with support from 
the National Institute of Justice. The fact sheet presents national estimates of cases waived by juvenile 
court judges to be handled by criminal courts from 1985 through 2018. In 2018, juvenile courts in the 
United States handled 744,500 delinquency cases. 

 
In more than half (57 percent) of these cases, petitions were filed requesting an adjudication or 

waiver hearing. Of the petitioned cases, approximately one percent were waived. Juvenile courts waived 
an estimated 3,600 delinquency cases to criminal court in 2018. Between 1993 and 2018, petitioned 
person offense cases were more likely to be judicially waived than petitioned cases involving other 
offenses. 

 
TITLE: Delinquency Cases Waived to Criminal Court, 2018 
 
AUTHOR: Sarah Hockenberry, National Center for Juvenile Justice  
   
WHERE:  https://ojjdp.ojp.gov/publications/delinquency-cases-waived-2018.pdf  

 
The Office of Justice Programs, directed by Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General 

Katharine T. Sullivan, provides federal leadership, grants, training, technical assistance and other 
resources to improve the nation’s capacity to prevent and reduce crime, assist victims and enhance the 
rule of law by strengthening the criminal and juvenile justice systems. More information about OJP and 
its components is located at www.ojp.gov. 
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