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NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF JUSTICE EXAMINES VIRGINIA’S SCHOOL
SAFETY THREAT ASSESSMENTS

WASHINGTON — The Office of Justice Programs’ National Institute of Justice today
published an article summarizing a recent study of student threat assessment efforts in Virginia’s
K-12 public schools. Threat assessment is a systematic approach to violence prevention designed
to distinguish serious threats — behaviors or communications in which a person poses a threat of
violence to others — from threats that do not. Sponsored by NIJ, the study examines the progress
in resolving threats without resorting to suspension or expulsion of students from school. A
second part of the research identified key threat assessment program areas in need of
improvement.

The research described in this article was funded through a grant awarded to the
University of Virginia and is based on the grantee report Student Threat Assessment as a Safe

and Supportive Prevention Strategy (2020), by Dewey Cornell and Jennifer Maeng.
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To receive notifications of new NIJ publications, register here.

The Office of Justice Programs provides federal leadership, grants, training, technical
assistance and other resources to improve the nation’s capacity to prevent and reduce
crime, advance racial equity in the administration of justice, assist victims and enhance the rule
of law. More information about OJP and its components can be found at www.ojp.gov.
HitH


https://nij.ojp.gov/topics/articles/student-threat-assessment-virginia-study-finds-progress-areas-improve
https://nij.ojp.gov/topics/articles/student-threat-assessment-virginia-study-finds-progress-areas-improve
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDOJOJP_COMMS/subscriber/new?topic_id=USDOJOJP_COMMS_103
http://www.ojp.gov/

