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***** PUBLICATION ADVISORY ***** 
 

NEW OJJDP/NIJ REPORT SHOWS JUVENILE ARRESTS GENERALLY 
DECLINING 

 
WASHINGTON – The Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention and the National 

Institute of Justice today released Juvenile Arrests, 2018, which documents recent trends by analyzing 
arrest data reported by local law enforcement agencies to the FBI’s Uniform Crime Report. Overall, 
juvenile arrests have been declining for more than a decade, but patterns vary by demographic group and 
offense. 
 

 In 2018, U.S. law enforcement agencies made an estimated 728,280 arrests of people younger 
than 18. This was the lowest number since at least 1980—and 73 percent below its 1996 peak of 2.7 
million. Relative declines in arrests have been greater for boys than for girls across many offenses. The 
female share of juvenile arrests has grown from 18 percent in 1980 to 30 percent in 2018. 
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The Office of Justice Programs, directed by Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General 
Katharine T. Sullivan, provides federal leadership, grants, training, technical assistance and other 
resources to improve the nation’s capacity to prevent and reduce crime, assist victims and enhance the 
rule of law by strengthening the criminal and juvenile justice systems. More information about OJP and 
its components is located at www.ojp.gov. 

 
The year 2020 marks the 150th anniversary of the Department of Justice. Learn more about the 

history of our agency at www.Justice.gov/Celebrating150Years. 
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